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A NEILt JACKSON JFI {('A (Ret.ee) 

We have audited the general purpose flnaneial statements of the Natchitoches Parish C1~.~ ~ of Court, Natchitoches, Louisiana, a component unit of the Natchitoches Parish Police J~;:y, Natchitoches, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, as listed in the t~d~ie of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Natchitoehe~.~ ;,6~., ;sh Clerk of Court's management. Our responslbil~ty is to express an opinion on the fill:,r;cia] ~Ltatements base oll our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; G Qve;:~.y"F~L ~gdi~Dg S~ndar_ds, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; a},:~ the provisions of OMB Circular A~128, "Audits of State and Local Governments". Those sts~<i:,:d-~; require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whethe~ the f~nancial statements are free of material misstatement. ~ audit includes examinlnc_!, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statemEnt~; ;J~ audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimat( - r~Jde by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentatio:~ We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fz~il]'/, in all material respects, the financial position of the Natchitocbes Parish Clerk of C:uzt, Natchitoches, Louisiana as of June 30, 1997, and the results of its operations foT tb<" },ear then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with ~_QverDmental Auditlna ~_an(La_F~L~, we have also issued a report dated AL:S;'~Ist 25, 1997, on our consideration of the Natchitoches Parish Clerk o:F Court's internal colt ~-oi structure and a report dated August 25, 1997, on its compliance with laws and regLll,Lt~:,n~. Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose fi:Lai.~'ia] statements taken as a whole. The financial information listed as "Schedule" in the t~l, ~! of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is ~lot a required pa~ t o~ the general purpose financial statements of the Natehitoches Parish Clerk of Court, Natchi~;he~, Louisiana. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied i~ the audit Of the general purpose financial statements, and in our opinion, is fairly stJt~ in all material respects, in relation to the general purpose financial statements take:., ~ a whole. 
Hines, Jackson & Hines Natchitoches, Louisiana August 25, 1997 

- MEMBERS- Am~n~anmst~IuIe~Ce~edP~b[icA~c~ur~tants~S~c~t~fL~u~sianaCenifiedPub1icAc~un1a~1s 



GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



ASSETS Cash and cash equlva]ents Investments, at cost Receivables Due from Advance Deposit Agency Fund Land, buildings and equipment Other assets Amount to be provided for retirement of genera] long-term obligations 
TOTAL ASSETS LIABILITIES AND EQUITY Liabilities: Accounts payable Due to General F'und Unsettled deposits Lease-pdrchase payable Compensated absences payable Due to Natchltoehes Parish Treasurer 

NATCH]TOCHES PARISH CLERK OF COURq NATCH I TOCfL~_ LQUI S I ANA ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS ~0MBINED BALANCE SH_EET JUN_E__3 Q~_ 3997 
GOVERNMENTAL FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE FUNDS GENERAL FUND 221,505 177,779 40. 978 43,92"7 0 11.206 

AGENCY FUND_S $ 742,121 251,234 88.911 
ACCOUNT GENERAL FIXED ASSETS $ 0 0 0 0 0 0 301,]48 0 0 

STAT}]b 

GROUPS GENERAL LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS $ 0 0 0 

0 0 0 256~38 L 495~39=5 ii_~082~266 $ 30~8 ~ 256~6338 
4,491 $ 0 0 
0 
44,984 $ 43,927 993,355 0 0 

4],927 01,]48 ]]206 
:!,638 

0 ~; 49,475 0 4~,927 0 9!'3,355 ]7.888 7,888 7.750 0 o 0 Total Liabilities ____~4~]~ ~,082~266 0 2[, 638 Equity: Investment ~n fixed assets Fund balances Unreserved - 
genera] 0 0 301,148 0 undesignated 490._90_4_ _____ 0 ____.0 0 Tcta] Equity 490~ 9_0_4 0 30 ], I,~8 0 TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 49~395 ~I~O082,266 ~ 30],I{8 $ _25~63638 ~; 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

7,750 
[~,395 
4 <~0 , 904 



NATCHITOCHES PARI~H CLERK OF CO]IRq 
GOVERNMENTAL F UN~]qWpE - GENERAL FUND FOR THE YEAR E~DRD ~ ~O. 1997 

Revenues: Licenses and permits - marriage licenses Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Court costs, fees, and charges Fees for recording ]egal documents Fees fDr certified copies of documents Use of money and property - interest earnings Miscellaneous Total revenues Expenditures: General government:: Personal services and re]ated benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlay Total expenditures Excess of revenues over (under) expenditures FtlI]d balance - unreserved at beginning of year Fund balance - unreserved at end of year Excess fund balance LRS 13:785 - due to parish treasurer Forgiven by Parish 
Fund balance - as adjusted - unreserved at end of year 

STAqI<NEH I } 

8,9 303,37 243,90 30,00 36,9C __~8h 654 0 

The accompanying notes are an ]ntegral part of this statement 

392,75 7],801 37,]4 32,(18; _ 26 ~(; 2-; ----5 39 ~ 9 ] 134.]4 

~__ 490~ 9( 4 



EXll]} ~ 7 C 
C.AAP BA~q]~q] AND ACTUAL 

Revenues: Licenses and permits Fees, charges and commissions for services Interest income Miscellaneous Total revenues Expenditures: Genera] government Persona] services & related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlay Total expenditures Excess of revenues over (under expenditures Fund balance at beginning of year Fund balance at end of year Excess fund balance due to parish treasurer LRS 13:785 Forgiven by Parish Fund balance, as adjusted, at end of year 

.BUDGET $ 7,000 573,000 32,000 __ 30,009 _ 64~00 
391,828 72,500 40,550 12,400 __. 3o~Aooo 

ACTUAL $ 8,950 577,288 36,964 __~5 3 654055 
392 , 250 71 , 804 37 , 148 12, 084 _~624_ __547,278 _5~9]~ 
i]4,145 _272,962 387.107 
103 797 
~49~904 

VARI~C} FAVORABI ]UNFAVOBA} 

] 2 0 
:4 (i 3 ,t 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JIbE 30. ]997 
AS provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Natchit Parish Clerk of Court serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveys mortgages, and other acts, and has other duties and powers provided by law. The c16 court is elected for a four-year term. ]. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Natchitoches Parish C]( Court have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles as applied to government units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) : accepted standard-settlng body for establishing governmental accounting and f]n~ reportinc principles. B. REPORTING ENTITY As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the NatchJtoches ]~il J~:h Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Natchitoches Parish. The fJ~.nc al reportinc entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizatJo~.s Ion which the primary government is financially accountable, and ~ other organizations for wl ch nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are sucl. t hal exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be mJs]eadJn{~ (}i incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. ]4 established criteria for deter which component units should be considered part of the Natchitoches Parish Police 0u financial reporting purposes. The basis criterion for including a potential componen within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth crJte be considered ill determining financial account:ability. This criteria includes: I. Appoillting a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability o~ the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/cu b. T:ne potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to , impose speclfJc financial burdens on the police jury. 2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but 8 fiscally dependent on the police jury. 3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature o* slgnJficance of the relationship. 



B. REPORTING ENTITY - continued 

C. FUND ACCOUNTING 

Funds of the clerk of court are classified into two categories: governmental and fiduciary (a~ency funds). These funds are described as follows: 

~qency_~unds 

t hc i a f ~.~lt ; T~::t 

principal fJ The varJot;i: General oF(, 
The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Agency Funds account for assets held as a* ~:~,i~t for others. Agency funds are custodial Jn nature (assets equal liabilities) and ~, ii(t involve measurement of results of operations. D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING Basis of accounting and reported in the measurements made, t he is 



NATCHITOCHE~ + LOITT~TANA 
D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING - (continued accounted for using a flow of current financial resources measurement focus . 3 h< accompanying c_lenera] purpose financial statements have been prepared on the modified ~l.<~ ta] basis of accounting. The governmental fund uses the following practices in rc.c{,!.'~ n, revenues and expenditures : Revenue~ Recordings, cancellations, court attendance, criminal fees, mortgage certificate~:, fees, certified copies, etc., are recorded in the year in which they are earned. ]n ~ncome on time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured and the ine available. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. ~:_xpmm d_~J_r e s Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting w},~i. ]:elated fund liabil~ty is incurred. Salaries are recognized when they occur, i)f~ supplies are recognized when they are purchased. Capital outlays are recognized ~'h,: liability is incurred. B. BUDGET pRACTICES The proposed budget for the 1997 fiscal year was made available fo:~- public inspectlo clerk's office on June 3, 1996. The proposed budget, prepared on the modified accru of accounting, was published in the official journal 14 days prior to the publi hearing. The hearing was held at the clerk's office on June 18, 1996. The budget Js adopted and amended, as necessary, by the clerk. All budget appropriations lapse end. 

.,t t he ] b:~Q s 
~;t v~.ar 

Formal budget integration (within the accounting records) is employed as a management ~<<~I (,I device during the. year. Budget amounts included in the accompanying financial ~:ta~ ~r~c i:t s include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendments. F . ENCU~IBRANCES Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments to:: the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the al.p i ~:~b~e appropriation, is not employed by the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court. G. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM~NTS Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, and monc.y accounts. Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits that mature within 90 d~y the fi,%cal yea]7 end and other investments with original maturities of 90 days or i kc't tt,r 



A.q OF AND FO~ THE YEAB ENDED JUNE 30. 1997 
I. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued G. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS - (continued) Under state law, the clerk of court may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest b(~ demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, or under the laws of the [h States. Under state law, the clerk of court may invest, in United States bonds, treasury not[ ~ .n certificates. These are c] assified as investments if their original maturitJ es ex<( < (i 9(: days; however, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified a~ ( ~!} equivalents. Investments are stated at cost which approximates market. H:. INVENTORY The clerk of court, does not carry an inventory of resale items ]. FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related ass(.! !: capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. General fixed ,~s provided by the parish police jury are not: recorded within the general fixed asset!; a~(: group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed a.~;sc.t :~ valued at: historical cost or estimated cost. J. COMPENSATED ABSENCES The clerk of court has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave Employees of the c]ezk's office that have been employed one year earn one week of va :leave per year. Employees with two through fourteen years of employment earn two we vacation leave per year. Employees with fifteen years or more ear]] three weeks of va leave per year. Although vacation does not carryover or accumulate from one yea~ next, employees do vest with respect to vacation in that upon retirement or terminatJor may be paid for vacation earned that year. The clerk of court accrues a liabi ] i compensated absences. The cost of leave privileges, computed in recognized as a current-year expenditure The cost of leave privileges not requiring term obligations account group. 

accordance with GASB Codification Section ( in the General Fund when leave is actually current resources is recorded in the gene]~!: 



] K. LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS Long-term obligations expected to be cleneral long-term obligations account payments for long-term obligations are L. FUND EQUITY _}{_e~v_e s 

_lg~_n_t~_nucd) 
financed from the General Fund are reported group. Expenditures for principal and J recognized in the General Fund when due. [ h( e st 

}~eserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriable for expenditure or ]~!!~i]~ segregated for a specific future use. esJanated Fund Balances Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financial resou~ M. TOTAL COLUMNS ON STATEMENTS Total columns on the statements are captioned MEMORANDUM ONLY to indicate that th(': a~:e presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not p! (~;<,nt fJnancialL position or results of operations irl conformity with generally accepted acco ~ht :nq principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation, N. ESTIMATES The preparation of financial statements in conformity with genetta]ly accepted accon~t ing prlnciples requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the i c ~cn t ~ d amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabJ]itJe!~ ,~t the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses du~ ;, ng t hc reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 2. CASH AND CASH EOUIVAI,F~N~'~ At June 30, 1997, the clerk of court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) tctliling $221,505 as follows: Petty cash Interest bearing demand deposits Total 
$ 2as 221,28Q 221,505 

]0 



NATCHITOCHES PARISH CLERK OF COURq 
AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED J]TME %0 l qqU 

2. CASH AND CASH EOUIVALENTS (continned These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, t n,~( deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insuranc6 i; thl. pledge of securJ ties owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the p; ,..~ ell securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on d( p,~Jt with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the name of the pledging ~ ~<a agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both partie! At June 30, 1997, the clerk has $1,392,414 in deposits. These deposits are secured ~]ol i]~k by $300,000 of federal deposit insurance and $1,285,610 of pledged securities held ly th< custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) und, provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:]229 imposes a star requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within ] of being notified by the clerk of court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay d(p funds upon demand. 3. INVESTMENTS Investments are categorized into these three categories of credit risk 1. Insured or registered, or securities held by the clerk of court or its agen clerk of court's name. 2. Uninsured and unregistered, with sec.urities held by the counterparty's trus department or agent in the clerk of court's name. 3. Uninsured and unregistered, wit]] securities held by the counterparty, or by trust department or agent but not in the clerk of court's name. At fiscal year end, the clerk of court's investment balances were as follows 
TYPE OF TRIVE~TMENT Certificates of deposit CATEGORY 1 FAIR VALUE $429,0]3 COST 429,0]3 

q'CY] /,,I. CARRh ]N~ AM~)L N ; $ 4 ; ", 0 ;I 3 
These investments are stated on the balance sheet (carrying value) at cost. The Jnve~tuiI~ts are in the name of the clerk and are held at the clerk's office. 



4~ . RE~'ABLES_ 
NATCHITOCHES PARISH CLERK OF COURT NOTES TO THE F]TN~CTAL STATEMENTS AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JIINE 30. 1997 

The receivables of $129,889, at June 30, 1997, are as follows 
Clas_sof~eceivab]es Attorneys and others Witness Fees Total 

gcneral__}lugj $ 40,978 0 Ae~y Funds $ 76,039 12 872 Total___ $ 177,017 
5. CHANGES TN ~ENE;~AI, FIXED ASSETS A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 
Equipment 

Balance duly I, !~6 _ A__ddi_~i~ $290,012 $ 2!u~24 
Balance June 30 De]etions ~97 .$ 15~488 $30],148 Tot a ] ,~2~ 0 ~ ~_ 9:6_6 ~624- ~__~ 488 ~l_, 148 6. P_]ENSIQN PLAN Plan Description. Substantially all employees of the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Cot members of the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost ~;1 multlple-emp]oyez defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of t~ All regular employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original emp]oylu( it a~e required to participate in the System. Eraployees who retire at or after age 55 with at ](~!.t 12 years of credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly fo~ ]if(., equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, li::t to exceed I00 percent of their final-average sa] ary. Final-average salary is the emI' <,~,: (' ' s average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest a..i.* ~,g(~. Employees who terminate with at least IZ years of service and do not withdraw their e~,L;)~[<,>~(e contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to thei] i~t{ <)f termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits . Benef ~ I ~ ale established and amended by state statute. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that inc]udes fi~aJ.('ia] statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report IE~:~ be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund. ~[345 Brieksor~e Avenue, Suite BI, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293 ],61 



~ATC~TTOCB~g PAR'~'gV[ CL~OV, OF C(SI]OT 
A.q OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JIINE 30. 1997 

6. P__EN~ION PLAN - (continued Fundin9 Policy. Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 per(ent their annual covered salary and the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court is requJ ~ ( i contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is Ii.00 percent of aul covered payroll. Contributions to the System, also include one-fourth of one percent c f taxes shown to be c.ollectible by the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requi ~ ~ :ue of plan member and the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court are estab] ished and may be all, by state statue. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contrJh[t are determined by actuarJa] valuation and are subject to change each year based on the ~{. of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Natchitoches ParJ sh Clerk of C<n contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 1997, 1996, and 1995, were $?!, $27,459, and $23,]17, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each y(.a~ 7. OTHER POST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS The Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court provides certain continuing health care srlc; l J f< insurance benefit,~ for retired employees. Substantially all of the clerk's employees ],<.~<,lql(. eligible for these benefits if they reach normal retirement age while working for the (]( Ik of court. These benefits for retirees and similar benefits for active employees are p]<vJ<iod through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the employee a~,d ~ h( Clerk of Court. The clerk of court recognizes the cost of providing these benefit! ~<h( clerk's portion of premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are du(.. !h< clerk's expenditures for health care and life insurance benefits for active employc.~ ~ ~,nd retirees total $55,183 for 1997. For 1997, the cost of retiree benefits for three le~ i i< c! total $5,962. 8 At June 30, 1997, employees of the clerk of court have accumulated and vested $7,80 of en~loyee leave benefits, computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60. 0f :llis amount, all is recorded within the general long-term debt account group. 9. LEASES '])he clerk of court does not record items under capital leases as an asset and an ob]J in the accompanying financial statements. The following is an analysis of capita] ] 
~Tyag_ Equipment Recorded Amount 17 888 



NATCHITOCH~]S. LOUISIANA 
II. CHANGES IN GENERAL LONG-TERM O~T,T~ATTON The following is a summary of the long-term obligation transactions during the yeal 

12 
Long-term obllgatJons payable at July I, 1996 Additions Deductions 

Compensated Absences $ 6,272 1,478 0 
Capital Leases Tot $ 23,254 $ 2S 0 ] -- (5,366) -- (~ Long-term oblJc3atJons payable at June 30, [[997 ~_ 7 7~/5~5C! ~__17~ ~:=2~,6~;9 

Louisiana Revised Statute ]3:785 requires that every four years (at the close of the t{!!E of office) the clerk of court must pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General }:L 1~d balance that exceeds one-half of the revenues of the clerk's last year of his term of oJ f i<:o At June 30, 1997, there was no amount due the parish treasurer as this was not the ]a[;t ~(:al of the clerk's four year term of office, and no determination of the amount that will h: d::o. Jf any, can be made at this time. The amount set up at June 30, ]996, was forgiven }y the parish treasurer since the Clerk's office has extensive renovation planned for the yea~- ~,I:<~(.(:I June 30, 1998. ].3. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS There were no related party transactions during the year ending June 30, 1997 14. LITIGATION AN[] CLAIMS At June 30, 1997, the clerk of court is not involved in any litigation [15 Certain operating expenditures of the clerk's are not included in the accompanying financial as follows: The Natchitoches Parish Police Jury provided court for the year ended June 30, ]997, approximate cost of $38,774. 
office are paid by the parish police ju~) ~nd statements. These expenditures are su.tn ~ .;:6:] 
the office space and utilities for the c]~k c:f Old records were bound and laminated i~t ~JI 

] 5 
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IND~h~D~NT AUDI~)R~ REPORT ON COHpLI~NCF. SA.~MU ON iN AUDIT OF GENEP~ pLr~pOS~ FINANCIAL DTATBME):TB P~RFO~M~D II~ ACCO~DANC~ WITH ~q~I~NT_~r~/TING STAI~DA/~ 
llonorable Lou~n C, Bernard ~atehlto~heB P~rleb Clerk ~ Co~IL P. O. BOX ~6 NatchiUocbes, LD~i~iali~ 71~58 

IIEKK JKGK~Oh, 4~L.~JP~ 

We have audited she gelt~~al pu~pu~ fi*tn~x~;lal ~:tate~lelits o[ ~he Na~chltoches Parleh Clerk of Cola~t, Natchlto~bes. Louisiana, a c@mporlent %in~.t 0{ the Natchltoche~ P~riRh Pr, lic~" ,hlry, Natchltoche~, Lotll~l~lln, a~ u[ nzlO fur tile year eza0ed Oulle 301 1997, and have l~.ucd o~r repo~t thereon dated AUgtlSt ~, Isg?. We eo~tmd o~r a~dit in accordance With ~e~erally 8c~epre~ ai~Ing aran~Rr~R a~d ~UveZliltt~lIt ~ uT~an~al'd~, Iseu~d ~ the Comptroller @cner~l of ~hc Unlt~d States. etandardm require that we plan and perform the aLldS~ t~ ohc~in reasonable ass~irance w|l~t|J~/ ~he g~n~xal pux~os% f4nanci~l ~tnt~~ment~ are fr~e of material mi~m~atemcnt. Th0ce abou~ Cumpllance with law~, zcg~latlons, contrscts, and ~z~nta applicable to the ~atchltoehes P~righ Clerk Ot Court, Natchitooheg, I,nl~siar*a, ~e [he ~ponSfb~lit~, Of ~he Natch~touIleb pnli~h Clerk O[ CbU~t, ~atchltochem, bo~l~lana, management. Am part O~ obta~nln~ rea~onabJe as:gurance sbout whether the component unit t~nant~a~ mtatements are free of malaria] l.J~staten~enu, w~ ~c~foz~cd t~ots of the Clerk's compllanec with set.air, provic~o~c of leanm, re~ulatlon~, contracts, and g~an~s. However, ~nr ~hjee[~ve wa~ nee to provide ~n opini~lt uil u~,eiall compllanc~ with 8u~h pro~i~ions. Accordingly, wc do not eapre~c ~ch an opinion. The results O[ r~Pported bnder ~Ur t~tS 4~clomcd no ~notarcc:~ of noncompliance that a~ require~ to be Tn1B ~ep~t i~ imrenden fn~ the Informal:ion of the Natchi~ouh~ P~zlsh CleL-k o[ Cou~t, ~nd th~ Le~B~at:Iv~ Auditor of th~ State of i,~ulci~I~s. Th~s restriction is no~ In~ende~ re ~ i,']r the dIKtr~b%in~n Ot thlS report, which is a [~ttez u~ public reco;;d. 
~ineB, Jaakaon & ~Ino~ Natchltoche~. L~)u~iat~. AU~Dt ~g, lS97 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLI)hNCE BASED ON ;~N AUDIT OF GENEP~ PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARI 
Honorable Louis C. Bernard Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court p. O. Box 476 Natchitoches, Louisiana 71458 

A NEiLLJACKSON ,If( (;t A (Relifed) 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Natchitoches Parish C](~-: of Court, Natchitoches, Louisiana, a component unit of the Natchitoches Parish Police Ju.~y. Natchitoches, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issu~:i cu2 report thereon dated August 25, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standa~d~; and ~Qvernmer~ ~d~tii2s~]~dards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. "I'h( s~! Compliance with laws, recjulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Natchil c< !.e~:; Parish Clerk of Court, Natchitoches, Loulslana, is the responsibility of the Natchi:c~he~ Parish C2erk of Court, Natchitoches, Louisiana, management. As part of obtaining reas:>!.~>le assurance about whether the component unit financial statements are free of ma! ~ :a] misstatement, we performed tests of the Clerk's compliance with certain provisions of Jo:~:~, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, our objective was not to provide an opirlicm orl overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an op/:~i:>!l. This report is intended for the information of the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Cou] t, arid the Legislative Auditor of the State of Lou]slana. This restriction is not intended t< :'.imit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
Hines, Jackson & Hines Natchitoches, Louisiana August ~5, 1997 

- MEMBERS- Amoiican Inslilule of Certified Public Accountant ~ ~ Society ol Louisiana Certilied Public Accour/tant~ 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON ~q AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUI)ITING STANDARDS 
Honorable Louis C. Bernard Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court P, O. BOX 476 Natchitoches, Louisiana 71458 

A NELL[ JACKSON J~ / IA IR#llred) 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Natchitoches Parish C],I !: of Court, Natchitoches, Louisiana, a component unit of the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury, Natchitoches, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have is~u~.~ our report thereon dated August 25, 1997. We cond~cted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standal ci~; arid $over~nt AuditiD_g~9~D_d~_r_ds, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 7t~=~:e standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assuranc6 a~z~ut whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court, Natchitoches, Louisiana. is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fu]~ ill ing this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to as~e~;~ the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and proc~c~u~e.'~. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reascn~b](~, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthori:'eci u~e of disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with manag~ I~L~ Lt ' s authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statemc.nt!: in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limit at =ons in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occu~ ~,Ilc~ not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future pe~:~o~! is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in c~~n~iit :ons or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedu~ {~!; may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court, Natchitoches, Louisiana, for the year ended J~:~ 30, 1997, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect t~ the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant p~>] ~ :Ties and procedures and whether they had been placed in operation, and we assessed cont r~>] risk in order to determine our auditing procedure8 for the purpose of expressing our o~i~J n on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the i:;t~:,~r~a3 control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion . 
- MEMBERS- Amellcan Instdule of Cerlllied Public Accountanls ~ Soc,etv (if Louisiana Ceri~flea Public Accountants 
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Honorable Louis C~ Be:chard NatchJtoches Parish Clerk of Court Page 2 
Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disc]os! al 1 ,;atters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under starr~I~l: ~!; established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material we;;<,l:- ~;.~; is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the specific Jilt<~r:id~l control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that er]<~ o~ JrregularltJes Jn amounts that would be material in relation to the financial stat{-:~ r t!; being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the ~,c~:~a[! course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the JIlte:i~] control structure and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses as d~ f i r(c~ 6kbove . This report is intended for the information Of Legislative Auditor of! the State of Louisiana. distribution of this report which is a matter 
Hines, Jackson & Hines Natchitoches, Louisiana August 25, 1997 

the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court ai~] th~ This restriction is not intended to lJm:t t}l~: of public record. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDUI.,ES 



ADVANCE DEPOSIT FDqqD 

NATCHITOCHES PARIf~H CLERK OF COURq NATCHITOCHES LOUISIANA A~ OF AND FOR THE YE~ ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 
FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Stat~te 13:842, account advance deposits on su]ts filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the ] it ~ after a]] costs have been paid. }~EGISTRY OF COURT FUI~D "f'he Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accoun! funds that have been ordered by the court to be held until judgment has been rendc~ court ]itigatlon. Withdrawal of the funds can be made only upon order of the court. 

2 0 



ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Investments, at cost Receivables TOTAL ASSETS 

H CLERK OF COURT FTDIICIARY F[~[)S - AGENCY FUNDS OMBTNTN~ BALANCE SHEET JUNE 30. 1997 

LIABILITIES Due to General Fund Due to taxing bodies and others Unsettled deposits TOTAL LIAB] LITIES 

ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND $399,739 251,234 __~91~ ~7~884 
$ 43,927 44,984 650 973 ~739~884 

REGISTRY OF COURT FUND TO']A $342,382 0 0 fk~_~.~ 82 
$ 0 0 342,382 
~34~38~ 

Other supplementary information. Presented for purposes of additional analysis 

$] , 081!~ :6<; 



FOR THE YEAR ENDED L~E 30. ]997 

UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR ADDITIONS Deposits: Suits and successions Interest earnings on investments Other additions Total additions Total REDUCTIONS Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) Settlements to litigants Attorney, curator, and notary fees W~tnesses, appraisers, keepers, etc Stenographer's fees Sheriff's fees Other reductions Total reductions UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT END OF YEAR 

ADVANCE REGISTRY DEPOSIT OF COURT __ FUND FUND TOTAL ~_ 641,024 ~983, 152 ~i,]24,][16 
448,388 0 0 239,435 13,717 ~427 687,823 13,717 6 429 -- 488,388 __25~79 707~9( ],089,412 742,731 1,832,]43 
223,712 113,069 2,698 2,082 6,931 44,844 45.106 

0 400,349 0 0 0 0 0 
223,7]~ 513,4][ 2,69[ 2,08~ 6,9~] 44,844 -- 45,]0( -- 458,439 __.900,349 838,78 650,973 ~342,382 [ 9~3~35 

Other supplementary information. Presented for purposes of additional analys~s 



Ref. No. 

NATCHITOCHES PARISH CLERK OF COURT ~IIMMARY ~qCHEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS 

Fiscal Year Finding Initially Occurred . 6-30-96 
6-30-.96 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 
Correct ive Action Taken (Yes, No, Partial]v) Actual Revenues were ].5.9% Yes more than budgeted 

CD's were on deposit in a Yes local bank Jn which clerk serves as a director 

Other supplementary information. Presented for purposes of additional analysis 
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P]ann~ Corre c~ Act i ol Part J Correct Act Job ' Current Y( ,L Budget Amende i A] i C[)' :; Moved to} Ot he, FJnanc a ]nstJtu< J,:ns 
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_~. No._ NONE 
Description of F~m__a~ nS__ 

Name (s) of Contact Person s~ 

Other supplementary information. Presented for purposes of additional ana]ysis 
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