
3. Fixed 

ORLEANS pARISH CORONER (A Component unit) CITY OF NEW ORLEANS Notes to Financial Statements 
Fixed assets, as denoted on the balance sheet, consist of improvements and movable property, and are accounted for in the general fixed assets account group. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. NO depreciation has been provided on fixed assets. The account group is not a "fund". Accordingly, it is only related to the measurement of financial position and is not a part of the measurement of results of operations. Any fixed assets, including the coroner's operating facility, which are furnished by the City of New Orleans are accounted for by the City of New Orleans and are not presented in these financial statements. A summary of the changes in general fixed assets is as follows 
Improvements Movable property Total 

Balance 6/30/95 Additions Deletions $ 1,113 48,590 I, 969 
Balance 6/30/96 $ 1,113 50,559 

Expenditures by the City ~f New Or]e~n~ Expenditures were made by the City of New Orleans for the operations of the Orleans Parish Coroner. These expenditures are not included in the accompanying financial statements because the expenditures were made directly by the City of New Orleans and are, accordingly, reported by that entity. The City of New Orleans pays salaries, employee benefits, and other necessary expenses for the Orleans Parish Coroner. 
5. Salary supplements During the year ended June 30, 1996, the Orleans Parish Coroner paid salary supplements to employees in addition to the salary paid by the City of New Orleans as follows: Dr. Frank Minyard, Coroner Other employees Total 
6. ~ontinq~Dcies 

1,000 i0,387 

At June 30, 1996, there was litigation against the office of the Orleans Parish Coroner, which was named as a party, although not singularly, amongst other codefendants in claims aggregating approximately $120,000. 
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ORLEANS PARISH CORONER (A Component Unit) CITY OF NEW ORLEANS Notes to Financial Statements 
No liability has been recorded in the financial statements relating to these claims as it is considered probable these claims will not have a material effect on the financial statements. 
Dr. Frank E. Minyard, the Orleans Parish Coroner, contributed $12,000 of his personal funds to the office of the Orleans Parish Coroner during the year ended June 30, 1996. 

8. Budge~ 
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Independent Auditors' Report on Internal Control Based on an Audit of Financla] Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards 
To the Orleans Parish Coroner We [have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Orleans Parish Coroner (A Component Unit), City of New Orleans, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated Decen~er 12, 1996. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of the Orleans Parish Coroner (A Component Unit), City of New Orleans, is responsible for establishing and maintaining internal control. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control policies and procedures. The objectives of internal control is to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements Jn accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in internal control, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of internal control to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performJng our audit of the financial statements of the Coroner for the year ended June 30, 1996, we obtained an understanding of internal control. With respect to internal control, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on financial statements and not to provide an opinion on internal control. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 



We noted certain matters involving internal control and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of internal control that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. The reportable conditions noted are as follows Acconntina for receivables and revenne ~_Q/ldition - The Coroner's office manually prepares invoices for billing to Parishes, other than Orleans, for the use of its facilities on autopsies performed for those parishes. The financial information in this manual accounts receivable system does not reflect, at any point in time, the current or accurate amount of receivables and the related revenue due from those other parishes, nor does it properly ensure the amounts billed or any related collections are recorded into the accounting system. r~K]_teria - Accurate receivable and revenue data are essential to prepare reliable financial statements. a~a/~e - There are numerous causes of this problem. These include: (I) failure to use consecutively, pre-nun~ered invoices; (2) failure to retain and systematically file invoices; (3) lack of properly trained employee assigned to this duty; and (4) failure to periodically reconcile both billings and collections with invoices and accounting system records. f~tcfh - Extensive substantive audit tests of unrecorded billings and the related revenue collections allowed estimates to be made for financial reporting purposes. Our increased substantive tests of these estimates indicated they prevented the financial statements from being materially misstated; therefore, we consider this to be only a reportable condition. Recommenda~ - The Coroner's office should use pre-numbered invoices and maintain a copy of invoices in numerical order. The Coroner's office should consider training its employees to maintain a proper invoice and receivable system and the employees should reconcile the receivables monthly. ResDn~D_S_~ - The Coroner's office is in the process of installing a computer system for billing and receivables which will be responsive to this recommendation. MissinQ invoices or other sunDort of c~sh 8~b~r~ements ~Qn~it~ - During our tests of cash disbursement transactions, we found three disbursements out of twenty-five for which the invoice or other supporting documentation was missing. criteria - All cash disbursements should be supported by the original invoice or other documentation. ~@~s(~ - The Coroner's system requires invoices or other support to be attached to the file copy of the checks. Management believes these three were simply misplaced. 
3.0 



~Z/~ - The total of these three disbursements were immaterial and the canceled check was available for examination; therefore, there is no effect on the financial statements. w~c~mmendat i ~ns invoices or other The Coroner should reemphasize the importance of maintainin9 support for cash disbursements. R_9~Dons~ - The Coroner's office will reemphasize the importance of maintaining invoices or other support. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of the specific internal control elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of internal control would not; necessarily disclose all matters in internal control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we noted the following reportable condition that we believe to be a material weakness. This condition was considered in determining the nature, timing, and extent of the procedures to be performed in our audit of the financial statements of the Orleans Parish Coroner for the year ended June 30, 1996. I,ack c~f Zeareaat/~n of dnt/e 
Condition - The Coroner's office employs one bookkeeper who initiates expenditure trarsactions and processes all financial data, except for the billing of receivables, which is performed by a non-accounting type employee. This limited number of personnel does not allow for proper segregation of duties which contributes to the lack of adequate internal control. Cri~~ri~ - Accurate recording, processing, reviewing, and approval of all financial data are essential to prepare reliable financial statements. ~@~$9 - The primary causes are: (i) the small size of the entity, (2) the lack of qualifications and training of personnel performing accounting functions, and (3) the lack of review and approval of transactions. Effect - We increased the where applicable, which did the financial statements. condition to be a material 

extent of substantive tests of the financial data, not reveal any instances of material misstatement to However, due to its significance, we consider this weakness in internal control. Recommendation - Although the size of the entity does not allow for a proper segregation of duties, other compensating controls may be implemented to improve internal control. R~$po~ - The Coroner's office is currently evaluating this recommendation and will implement new control polices and procedures as considered necessary. 
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ORLEANS PARISH CORONER (A Component Unit) CITY OF I~EW ORLEANS Notes to Financial Statements 
D. Budgetary aecountlnm The Orleans Parish Coroner, as an independently elected parish official, is a "political subdivision", as defined by the Local Government Budget Act, and is, accordingly, required to adopt a budget. The Coroner has adopted a budget for the general fund type for that portion of the funds attributable to the transactions generated by the funds solely in the custody of his office; therefore, these financial statements include a comparison of revenues and expenditures to budget. The budget for the year ended June 30, 1996 was prepared on the cash (non-GAAP) basis. Budget appropriations lapse at year end, if uncommitted. Budgetary control is exercised at the fund level. A reconciliation of excess of expenditures over revenues - budget (non-GAAP) basis to excess of expenditures over revenues - modified accrual (GAAP) basis for the year ended June 30, 1996 is as follows: June 30, 1996 Excess of revenues and other financing sources over expenditures budget (non-GAAP) basis $ 1,159 Net effect of conversion of revenues to modified accrual (GAAP) basis Net effect of conversion of expendJ.tures to modified accrual (GAAP) basis Excess of revenues and other financing sources over expenditures modified accrual (GAAP) basis E. Total (Memorandum Only) column - Balance Sheet 

1.357 
12.098 

The total column on the balance sheet is presented and captioned "(Memorandum Only)" to indicate it is only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position Jn conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Such data is not comparable to, nor should be construed to be, a consolidation. 
2. Cash in bgnk Cash in bank consists of demand deposits in a local bank chartered by the State of Louisiana. The deposit is insured up to $I00,000 by FDIC insurance. The balance per the bank was $8,980 as of June 30, 1996. 
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Independent Auditors' Report on Compliance with Laws and Regulations Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards 
To the Orleans Parish Coroner We ihave audited the accompanying financial statements of the Orleans Parish Coroner (A Component Unit), City of New Orleans, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated December 12, 1996. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reas:onable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Orleans Parish Coroner (A Component unit), city of New Orleans, is the responsibility of the Orleans Parish Coroner's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Orleans parish Coroner's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, the objective of our audit of the financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no required to be reported under Government instances of noncompliance that are Auditing Standards. This report is intended for the information of management and the Orleans Parish Coroner. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
Deeelnber 12, 1996 
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Assets 

ORLEANS PARISH CORONER (A Component Unit) CITY OF NEW ORLEANS Balance Sheet All Fund Types and Account Groups 

Cash in bank Accounts Jteceivable (Net of allowance for doubtful accounts of $I,000 Fixed assets Improvements Movable property Total assets 
Liabilities Accounts payable Total liabilities Fund Equity 

June 30. 1996 
Governmental Fund Type- General Fund 
4.776 
1,657 

Account Group General Fixed Assets 

i,i13 50.559 

Total Memorandum Only) 
4.776 
1,657 1,113 50,559 6,433 $ 51,672 ~ 58,105 

$ 7,647 9 --- $ 7,647 7. 647 
Investment in general fixed assets --- Fund balance (deficit) Unreserved and undesignated (1,214) Total fund equity (deficit) (i,214 

7.647 
51,672 51,672 
51.672 1,214 50.458 Total llabilities and fund equity ~ 6,433 .~ 51,672 ~ 58,105 

The accompanying notes are an integra], part of these financial statements 



The for matters reported above the year ended June 30 were also reported in the previous auditor's report 1995. This report is intended for the information of management and the Orleans Parish Coroner. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
December 12, 1996 

12 



ORLEANS PARISH CORONER (A Component Unit) CITY OF NEW ORLEANS Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance Governmental Fund Type - General Fund 

Revenues ~topsy and toxicology reports Burial permits Cremation permits Death reports Photographs Use of coroner's facility Miscellaneous Less: refunds Total revenues Expenditures - current. Bad debts Banking Books and printing Continuing education and training Dues and memberships Gasoline Insurance Janitorial services LJ.censes and permits Penalties and fines Postage Professional services Repairs and maintenance Salary supplements Supplies and expense Office Laboratory and morgue Telephone T~avel, conferences, and conventions Utilities Total expenditures - current Expenditures - capita] outlay Equipment Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures Other financing sources Contributions - private individuals Excess of revenues and other financing sources over expenditures Fund balance (deficit), beginning of year Fund balance (deficit), end of year 

For the year ended June 30. 1996 Actual 
26,953 643 17,174 115 320 5,700 3,072 5Z.467 

8,701 3,046 1,741 1,586 4~3 48,884 
3.969 50.RS% 
2,614 12.000 
14,614 
1. 214 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 
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(A Component Unit), City of New Or]eans, are intended to present the financial position and results of operations of only that portion of the funds and account groups of the City of New Orleans that is attributable to the funds solely in the custody of the Orleans Parish Coroner's office, and does not include the funds app:copriated and expended by the City of New Orleans for the operations of the Coroner's Office. In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Orleans Parish Coroner (A Component Unit), City of New Orleans, as of June 30, 1996, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated December 12, 1996 on OUr consideration of the Orleans Parish Coroner's internal control and a report dated December 12, 1996 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 
December 12, 1996 
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ORLEANS PARISH CORONER (A Component Unit) CITY OF NEW ORLEANS Notes to Financial Statements 
I. Summary of siqnificant accountin~ Dolicies The Or]eans Parish Coroner is authorized by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1551(B}. The coroner is elected by the qualified electors of the Parish of Orleans for a term of four years. The coroner, in general, is responsible for determining the nature and cause of all suspicious~ unexpected, unusual, violent, and sudden deaths; examining all cases of alleged rape, carnal knowledge, and crime against nature; committing mentally disturbed persons; and providing medical and health services to parish prisoners and reporting on the health and sanitation conditions of parish prisons. A. ReDortin~ entltv As defined in Section 2]00 of the Codification of Governmental A~connt~n~ and Financ{al Renort~na Standards the governmental "reporting entity" is the City of New Orleans, since it exercises significant "oversight responsibility" over the Orleans Parish Coroner, and is, therefore, a "component unit', of the City of New Orleans. Accordingly, these financial statements only present information as to the funding of activities of the Orleans Parish Coroner which are solely in the custody of the Coroner's office. B. Fund accountinm The accounting policies of the Orleans Parish Coroner conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governments. The accounts of the Orleans Parish Coroner are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts comprised of its assets, liabilities, fund equity, reve- nues, and expenditures or expenses, as appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purposes for which they are spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The General Fund is the general Coroner. It is used to account those required to be accounted operating fund of the Orleans Parish for all financial resources, except for in another fund. The General Fixed Asset Account Group is used to account for fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations. These assets are recorded as expenditures in the general fund when they are purchased. No depreciation has been provided for general fixed assets. C. Basis of accountinm The Genera] Fund is accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting, which recognizes revenues from fees when earned, all other revenues when they become available and measurable, and all expenditures and the related fund obligations when incurred. 



ORLEANS PARISH CORONER (A Component Unit) CITY OF NEW ORLEANS Statement of Revenues. Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance Budget and Actual Governmental Fund Type - General Fund 

Death reports Photographs Use of coroner's facility Miscellaneous Less: refunds Total revenues Expenditures - current Banking Books and printing Continuing education and training Dues and men~erships Gasoline Insurance Janitorial services Licenses and permits Penalties and fines Postage professional services Repairs and maintenance Salary supplements Supp]ies and expense office Laboratory and morgue Telephone Travel, conferences, and conventions Utilities 

For the year ended June AO. 399G Actual Non-G~AP Variance Budget Favorable Budget Basis (Unfav0r~bl~) 
30,000 1,000 20,000 500 600 6,000 5.000 
$ 26,953 643 17,274 115 320 4,450 3.072 (~00) (~lO) ~2,800 52,317 400 1,300 1,900 2,300 3,000 30O 7OO 5OO 

8,100 2,900 1,800 1,600 500 

383 1,224 1,818 2,280 2,828 235 606 421 3O5 2,054 20,681 479 12,436 8,789 2,812 1.769 1,586 483 Total expenditures - current 60,400 61,189 Expenditures - capital Equipment 2,400 1,969 Total expenditures 62,800 65,15$ Excess of expenditures over revenues Other financing sources Contributions - private individuals Excess of revenues and other financing sources over expenditures Fund balance, beginning of year Fund balance, end of year 

]0.483 
17 76 82 2O 172 65 94 79 305) 46 19 321 936) 689) 88 31 14 17 789) 431 358 

(10,841) (10,841 
12,000 
$,5~0 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 


