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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

The Honorable Walter Lee Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court Ville Platte. Louisiana 

p o so, 82329 234 R~ ~*~'fd Lafa~ ~A 7~ F&~(31Bb 232~660 P O SOy 250 ere,,= a,,o~ ~, 70517 1 t 3 E ast BP~,ge SIr~t 84-ee~ li~09e LA 70517 ~31~ 332-4020 P 0 ~x~ 
Wr~ F~e LA 70586 ~o~ w cott~ s. ~1 Pt,o~ (31s~ ~2~2 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court, a component unit of the Evangeline Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997 as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements a~e the responsibility of the Clerk of Court. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. Except as discussed in the following accordance with generally accepted auditing to financial audits contained in paragraphs, we conducted our audit in standards and the standards applicable issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. A/I audit also includes assessing the accoutring principles used and significant estimates made by the management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit: provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. The Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court has not reco[tciled certain individual suit docket balances in the Advance Deposit Agency Funds with the related cash b~la~eee at Julle 30, 1997. The related cash balances re~resent 64 percent of the fiduciary fund type's assets at JUne 30, 1997. Because the Clerk of Court has not reconciled these balances, it was not practical for us to determine the amount of fees, if any, due to the Advance Deposit Agency Funds from litigants or the amount due to the General Fund from the Advance Deposit Agency Funds at June 30, 1997, for fees earned resulting from suit activity. The effects of not reconciling these balances on the financial statements cannot be reasonably determined. Tn our opinion, except for the effects of such adjustments, if any, as might have been determined to be necessary had the Clerk of Court: reconciled the suits accottnted for in the Advance Deposit Agency Funds, the financial statements referred to in the first paragraph present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 1997, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. ~MSe~ c~ CE,~F,~O PUaUC ~CCO~a~S l CERTIFIEO PUB~3C AC~OUI~ANT$ 



In accordance with ards, we have also issued our of the Evangeline Parish Clerk and our tests of its compliance report dated December i0, 1997 on our consideration of Court's internal control over financial reporting with certain provisions of laws and reglllations. Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court taken as a whole. The accompanying financial information listed as "Supplemental Information" in the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general-purpose financial stat~nents. Such information, except for the Schedule of Insurance in Force presented on page 33 has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects, in relation to the general-purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The financial information for the preceding year, which is included for comparative purposes, was taken from the financial report for that year in which we e~)ressed a qualified opinion on the general purpose financial statements of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court due to the inability to reconcile individual suit docket balances in the Advance DspositAgency Funds with the related cash balances 

Vi]le Platte, Louisiana December i0, 1997 
Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC Certified Public Accountants 



GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM]KNTS (COMBINED STATEMENTS - OVERVIEW) 
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EVANGELINE PARISH Ville Platte, CLERK OF COURT Louisiana Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual Governmental Fund Type - General ~%ind Year Ended June 30, 1997 With Comparative Actual Amot~ts for Year Ended June 30, 1996 

Revenues: ]Licenses and permits Intergovernmental grant Fees, charges and commissions for services - Court costs, fees, and charges Fees for recording legal documents Fees for certified copies Other revenues Use of money and property - Interest earned Total revenues Expenditures: Current - Personal services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlay Total expenditures 

1997 

$ 8,225 $ 7,350 39,630 
Variance - Favorable 1996 IUnfavorable) Actual 
$ (875 39.630 $ 7,975 

16,168 14,550 (1,618) 15,560 371,054 39,403 19,919 33_~_o!4 487._~.J~8~ 
323,880 64,377 46,794 5,649 3.3 i__8 444~01_8 

344,052 39,607 13,568 30,372 489,129 
332,155 67,790 28,010 6,270 47,764 481,989 

(27,002) 204 (6,351) __.(2,642) --. 1,346 
(8,275) (3,413) 18,784 (621) _~44,446) ~37,971) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 43,765 7,140 (36,625 Fund balance, begin/%ing of year 18~_u!16~ 189,169 Fund balance, end of year $232,934 =======z, $196,309 ======== $(36,625 ========~ 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

352,089 35,865 12.421 31,35__7 455 267 
316,478 81,076 30,600 6,529 14,859 449,542 
5,725 183,444 $189,169 =======ffi 



(i) 

EVANGELINE PARISH Ville Platte. CLERK OF COURT Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
AS provided by Article V, 1974, the Clerk of Court serves of conveyances, mortgages and provided by law. The Clerk of 

Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder other acts, and haal other duties and powers Court is elected for a term of four years. The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard- setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 
A The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies 
These component unit financial statements only include funds, an account group, activities, et cetera, that are controlled by the Clerk of Court as an independently elected parish official. Based on the criteria established by the Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14, the Clerk of Court is a component unit of the Evangeline Parish Police Jury. The Clerk of Court is fiscally dependent on the Evangeline Parish Policy Jury since the Clerk of Court's offices are located in the Parish Court House, the upkeep and maintenance of the courthouse is paid by the Evangeline Parish Policy Jury and certain operating expenditures of the Clerk's office are paid by the Evangeline Par:~sh Police Jury. As an independently elected official, the Clerk of Court is solely responsible for the operations of his office, which include the hiring or retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. Other than certain operating expenditures of the Clerk's office that are paid or provided by the Parish Police Jury as required by Louisiana law, the Clerk of Court is financially independent. In addition, at the expiration of the Clerk of Court's term of office, the Clerk is required to remit to the Parish Police Jury any balance in the Clerk's General (Salary) Fund that exceeds one-half of the revenues of the last year of the term in office. 
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EVANGELINE PARISH Ville Platte. CLERK OF COURT Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
The accounts of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court are organized on the basis of funds and account cTroups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. Revenues are accounted for in these individual funds based upon the purpose for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The funds presented in the financial statements are described as follows: Gen~.~ral Fund The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal fund of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court and is used to account: for the operations of the clerk's office. The various fees and charges due to the clerk's office are accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. Agency Funds The Advance Deposits, Registry of Court, and Civil Jury Agency Funds are used to account for assets held as an agent for individuals, etc. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 
Basis of accounting refers to when reven%les and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The governmental funds are accounted for using a flow of current financial resources measurement focus. The accompanying component unit financial statements have been prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting. The governmental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 
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EVANGELINE PARIS}{ Ville Platte, CLERK OF COURT Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
Revenues Recordings, cancellations, mortgage certificates, certified copies, court attendance, suits and successions, interest earned on interest-bearing deposits, and criminal costs are recorded in the year in which they are earned. substantially all other revenues are recorded when received Expenditures Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 
A budget for the General Fund is prepared on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAp). Budgeted amounts are as originally prepared or as amended by the Clerk of Court. All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year. 

F 

Fixed asset are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are not recorded within the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. 
Interest-bearing deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. 



EVANGELINE PARISH Ville Platte. CLERK OF COURT Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued 

H 

Uncollectible amounts due for receivables are recognized as bad debts by direct write-off at the time information becomes available which would indicate the uncollectibility of the part:icular receivable. Although the specific charge-off method is not in conformity with generally accepted accot~%ting principles (GAAP), no allowance for uncollectible accounts receivable was made due to immateriality at June 30, 1997. 
Employees of the Clerk's office earn two weeks of vacation leave each year. Employees are not permitted to accumulate vacation leave. Sick leave is granted at the discretion of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court. At June 30, 1997, the Clerk of Court has no material accumulated and vested leave benefits, as required to be reported in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 
Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments for the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court as an extension of formal budgetary integration in the funds. J. Total Columns on Combined Balance Sheet - Overview Total columns on the Combined Balance Sheet - Overview are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 

2) Cash and ~lterest-Bearinq Deposits Under state law, agent bank located in under the laws of the Union, or the laws of 
the Clerk of Court may deposit funds within a fiscal the parish or congressional district that is organized State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the the United States. The Clerk may also invest in United 



EVANGELINE PARISH Ville Platte. CLERK OF COURT Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued 
states bonds, treasury notes, or certificates and time deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At June 30, 1997, the Clerk of Court has cash and interest-.bearing deposits (book balances) totaling 1,311,181 as follows: Demand deposits Time deposits Total 

$ 729,291 581,890 $1,311,181 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. Deposit balances (bank balances) at June 30, 1997 are secured as follows: Bank balances 
Federal deposit insurance Pledged securities (Category 3) Total federal insurance and pled(jed securities 

$1,367,664 
$ 531,890 835 7~4 $1,367,664 

Pledged securities in Category 3 i~cludes ~linsured or unregistered investments for which the securities are held by the broker or dealer, or by its trust department or agent, but not in the Clerk of Court's name. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within i0 days of being notified by the Clerk of Court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

I0 
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EVANGELINE PARISH ville Platte CLERK OF COURT Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 
Furniture, fixtures and equipment Automobile Total general fixed assets 

Balance Balance July 1~i_1_996 Additions Deletions June 30, 1997 
$52,115 14~_37.~_q $47,763 $3,515 $ 96,363 14,370 $66,485 $47,763 $3,515 $110,733 

(4) Postretirement Health Care Benefits The Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court provides certain continuing health care benefits for retired employees. Substantially all of the Clerk's employees become eligible for these benefits if they reach normal retirement age while working for the Clerk of Court. Currently, i retiree is receiving benefits. These benefits for retirees and similar benefits for active employees are provided through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the employees and the Clerk of Court. The Clerk of Court recognizes the cost of providing these benefits (the Clerk's portion of the premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are due. The Evangeline clerk of Court's total cost of providing these benefits was $2,747 for the year ended June 30, 1997. 
Plan Description. Substantially all employees of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court are members of the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit pension pla~ administered by a separate board of t~ustees. 

ll 



EVANGELINE PARIS}{ Ville Platte, CLERK OF COURT Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
All regular employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment are required to participate in the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of thelr final-average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed i00 percent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established and amended by state statute. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite BI, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. Funding Policy. Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered salary and the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is ll.00 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of one percent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by R.S. ii:i03, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court's contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 1997, 1996, and 1995, were $25,500, $25,862, and $22,038, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 
There is no litigation pending against the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court at June 30, 1997. 

12 
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EVANGELINE PARISH Ville Platte, CLERK OF COURT Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
The Evangeline Parish Clerk of operating leases expiring in various 
Description of Property Computer System Copy machine - Xerox 5052 Copier - Xerox 5052 Postage meter Copy machine - Xerox 5334 

(8) Chanqes in Aqencv Fund Balances 

Court leases various equipment under years. Minimum 
$12, 5, 6, 3, 2, 
000 485 215 200 628 

Expiration Date 06-24-01 12-31-97 11-30-99 05-10-00 12-31-97 
A summary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follows 

Agency funds: Advance deposit I Advance Deposit II Registry of Court Civil Jury Totals 

Unsettled Deposits at Beginning of Year Additions 
$ 43,050 648,388 121,639 237 388 

$ 423,294 277,038 56,250 

Unsettled Deposits at End Reductions of Year 
$ 393,847 242,934 ~ 44,500 

$ 43,050 677,835 155,743 249,138 $i,050,465 $756,582 $681,281 $1,125,766 
The Clerk's office is located in the Evangeline Parish Courthouse. The upkeep and maintenance of the courthouse is paid by the Evangeline Parish Police Jury. These expenditures are not reflected in the accompanying financial statements. 

I0) Violations of State Statutes The 1997 General Fund Budget adopted by the Clerk was not published and made available for public inspection in accordance with LSA-R.S. 39:1305-07. 
13 



 



 



 



 



 



EVANGELINE PARISH Ville Platte, General CLERK OF COURT Louisiana Fund Statement of Revenues Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) Year Ended June 30, 1997 With Comparative Actual ~,ounts for Year Ended June 30, 1996 

Licenses and permits: Marriage licenses Intergovernmental grant Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Court costs, fees, and charges - Court attendance Criminal costs Total court costs, fees and charges Fees for recording legal documents - Recordings Cancellations Mortgage certificates Suits and successions Total fees for recording legal documents Fees for certified copies - Certified copies Other revenues Use of money and property Interest earned Total revenues 

7 Variance - Favorable 1996 __B~d_qe__t_ Actual IUnf[avorable) Actual 
~__8.2_2_s 

6,920 

$ 7,350 39,630 
7,673 6,877 

_~. (875) $ 7,97__5 __,39,630 

753 __.(2,371 16_~168 14,550 __.(1,618 
114,291 5,110 48,246 _'<0_3~_5 0_Z 

101,015 5,609 49,247 188,181 
(13,276) 499 i,i01 .(15,326) 

6,704 8,856 15,560 
104,895 4,925 45,610 196,659 

3___7~.j_0054 344,052 _~27,002) 352,089 
39~_440Z! 39,607 19w~91__9 13,568 
___33,01__4. 30,372 $487,783 ======== 

19 

$489,129 ======== 

204 __.(6,351 
__.(2,642) $ 1,346 ======== 

35,865 12,421 
31,357 $455,267 



EVANGELINE PARISH Ville Pla~te, General CLERK OF COUI~T Louisiana Fund Statement of Expenditures Compared to Budget Year Ended June 30, 1997 With Comparative Actual A/,ounts for Year Ended 
7 
G~P Basis) June 30, 1996 

Expenditures: Personal services and related benefits - Salaries: Clerk $ 56,591 $ 57,541 Deputy clerks 174,455 182,680 Clerks expense allowance 5,574 5,754 Payroll taxes 5,744 5,993 Group insurance 46,770 45,328 Clerks supplemental compensation fund contribution 9,254 9,359 Retirement __~5~_4_~92 25,500 Total personal services and related benefits __32_~8_880 332,155 Operating services - Insurance Indexing Equipment rental Telephone Election expense allowance Center for family violence contribution UCC filings Total operating services Materials and supplies - Office supplies and expense Dues and s~bscriptions Total materials and supplies 

9,113 4,188 35,614 9,397 2,100 
9,363 4,390 32,989 7,842 2.100 3,965 3,456 7,650 

Variance - Favorable 1996 j~Unfavorable) Actual 

8 950 225 180 249 1.442 
(105 -- (8 __(8,275 
2 1 
25O 202 625 555 
509 __.(7,650) 

$ 56,668 171,455 5,574 5,649 43,247 
8.723 25,162 316,.478 
8,998 3,872 47,010 7,222 2.100 3,788 8,086 __64~37_~'/ 67,790 __(3,413) 81,076 

44,919 ___~, 87__% 26,434 1,576 18,485 299 __9.~.6.,._!~. 2B,OLO ~..s,784 

2 0 

28,778 1,822 30,600 



EVANGELINE PARISH Ville Platte, General CLERK OF COU}~T Louisiana Fund 
Statement of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) Year Ended June 30, 1997 With Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 1996 

Travel and other charges - Travel and conventions Professional fees Automotive supplies Miscellaneous Total travel and other charges Capital outlay - Office equipment Total expenditures 

7 Variance - Favorable 1996 Bud__qe__t Actual _(Unfavorable) Actual 
725 1,778 __3, i_46 

154 4,500 1,427 189 
571 (4,500 351 --, 2,957 

391 4,500 1,638 
__ 5_~_649 6,270 (621) 6,529 
__3_..L_~.~l~ 47, 764 __(44,446) $444,018 ======== 

21 

$481,989 ======== $(37,971) ====~=== 
14,859 $449,542 



Advance Deposit Funds - The Advance Deposit Funds, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, are used to account for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. 
Registry of 

Civil Jury Fund - The Civil Jury Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:3049(B)(2), is used to account for deposits which have been authorized by the court for payment of jury costs in civil cases. If the sum on deposit exceeds the jury costs, the excess shall be refunded to the party making the deposit. 

22 
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EVANGELINE PARISH CLERK OF COI/RT Ville Platte, Louisiana Agency Funds Combining Statement of Changes in Assets and Liabilities Year Ended Ju/le 30, 1997 

ASSETS Cash, beginning of year Interest-bearing deposits beginning of year 

Advance Advance Registry Civil Deposit I De!0osit II of Cqu2~ Jury Total 
$ 3,050 $ 286,498 $121,639 $147,388 $ 558,575 90,000 491~890 Total deposits, beginning of year 43,050 _648,388 121,63~ ~37,388 1,050,465 Additions: suits and successions Deposits per court order Total additions 

Reductions: Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fttnd) Refunds to litigants Other* Sheriff fees Secretary of State Judge's supplemental compensation fund Disbursements by court order' Total reductions Ca~h, end of year Interest-bearing deposits end of year Total deposits, end of year 

423,294 __ 423,294 
188,180 71,720 36,949 61,995 5,075 14.844 15 084 __393.847 

277 038 277,038 

242,934 242,934 

56,250 479,544 277 038 56,250 756,582 
279 30,784 11,212 2.225 
188 102 48 64 5 
459 504 161 220 075 14.844 258 018 681,281 3,050 315,945 155,743 159,138 633,876 90,000 491,890 $43,050 $ 677,835 $155,743 $249,138 $1,125,766 

*Other - Witness fees, civil jurors, jury commissioners court of appeals fees, court reporter fees and curator fees. 

24 

continued 



EVANGELINE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Ville Platte, Louisiana Agency Funds Combining Statement of Changes in Assets and Liabilities (Continued Year Ended June 30, 1997 

LIABILITIES 
Advance Advance Registry Civil Deposit I Deposit II of Court Jury Total 

Due to litigants, beginning of year $43,050 $ 648,388 $ 121,639 $237,388 $1,050,465 Additions Reduct ions DUE! to litigants end of year $43,050 ======= 
423,294 277,038 56,250 756,582 (393,~47) (242,934) _.(44,500) (681,281 
$ 677,835 ======:=== 

25 

$ 155,743 $249,138 $1,125,766 ========= ======== ========== 



 



EVANGELINE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Ville Platte. Louisiana Comparative Statement of General Fixed Assets June 30. 1997 and 1996 
General fixed assets, at cost: Furniture, fixtures and equipment Automobile Total general fixed assets 
Investment in general fixed assets 

27 

$ 96,363 14,370 $110,733 ======== 
$110,733 

$ 52,115 14,370 $ 66,485 ======~= 
$ 66,485 =~====== 



EVANGELINE PARISH Ville Platte, Statement of Changes Year Ended 
CLERK OF COURT Louisiana in General Fixed Assets June 30, 1997 
Furniture Fixtures and Equipment General fixed assets, beginning of year $52,115 $14,370 Additions: General Fund revenues Deletions General fixed assets, end of year 

28 

47,763 
$96,363 ~~=~~~~ $14,370 ======= 
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KOI..DER, CHAMPAGNE, SLAVEN & RAINEY, LLC CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P o SO~823~ La~a~ LA 70=~ Lic,~ ~ 7o~c~ ~(31s) 232-4141 Fex (318) 232-~ P o so, 2~o Bree~ I~tdOe L& 7051 ? ~-ea~ ~(3qe LA 70517 ~ 1318) 332-~ INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON Fsx~3~8>332.2~ P o Bo, 34~ INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANC3:AL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF M~g~nC,WLA70381 ~234 Do~dl~ S~t~ I05 GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE M~ganC;itY LATO]~0 WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDAPJgS P~t~l~;020 
The Honorable Walter Lee Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court Ville Platte, Louisiana p~or~ (318} ~3- 2792 Fax(31813,63~ 3049 
We have audited the financial statements of Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court, a component unit of the Evangeline Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ende~ June 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated December I0, 1997. In our report, our opinion was qualified because the Clerk of Court has not reconciled certain individual suit docket balances in the Advance Deposit Agency Fund with the related cash deposits at June 30, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditinq Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
AS part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we pexformed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported Standards which are described below. under Government Aud~ t i 

Noncompliance with Louisiana Local Government Budaet Act Finding The Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court failed to follow the following requirements of the Louisiana Budget Act: A 
B 
The General Fund budget for the fiscal year end June 30, 1997 was not made available for public inspection. (LSA-R.S. 39:1305-07). The Budget was not a~ended when expenditures, plus projected expenditures for the remainder of the year exceeded budgeted expenditures by five percent or more. (LSA-R.S. 39:1310 (A)(2)). 

30 
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Recommendation The Clerk of Court should make the General Fund budget available for public inspection and amend the budget when necessary in order to comply with the requirements of the Louisiana Local Government Budget Act. Response The Clerk of Court agreed to make the annual operating budget for the General Fund available for public inspection and will make amendments to the budget when necessary. Internal Control Over Financial Eeoortina In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. However, we noted a certain matter involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court's ability to record, process, summarize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. InRdec~/ate Seareaation of Accountin~ Functions - Finding Due to the small number of employees, the Clerk of Court did not have adequate segregation of f~Ictions within the accosting system. Recommendation Based upon the size of the operation and the cost-benefit of additional personnel, it may not be feasible to achieve complete segregation of duties. 
Response No response is considered necessary 
Reconciliation of Individual Suit Dockets With Advance Deposit ACCOUnt Cash Balance Finding The balances in the individual suit dockets have not been reconciled with the corresponding cash balances in the Advance Deposit Account at June 30, 1997. Recommendation Efforts should be made to reconcile the balances in the individual suit dockets to the Advance Deposit cash balance. 
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Response The Clerk of Court is in the process of obtaining software which will print a report listing balances in all individual suits. This report will be reconciled with the related cash balance. In addition, all manually prepared suits will be identified and agreed to the cash balance in that fund. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses. However, we belleve the reportable condition described above is a material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Ville Platte December i0. Louisiana 1997 

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC Certified Public Accountants 
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EVANGELINE PARISH Ville Platte, CLERK OF COURT Louisiana Schedule of Insurance in Force (Unaudited) June 30, 1997 
Description of Coveraae Surety bonds Clerk Clerk's indemnity policy Business auto policy - Liability and physical damage Medical Uninsured motorists 
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$ 5,000 500,000 
300 2 300 000 000 000 



EVANGELINE PARISH CLERK OF COURT ville Platte, Louisiana Confined Schedule of Interest-Bearing Deposits - All Funds June 30, 1997 

General Fund: Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Advance Deposit: I Fund: Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Advance Deposit II Fund: Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Civil Jury: Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit 
Total - all funds Financial Institution (E) Evangeline Bank (A) American Security Bank (F) Federal Savings Bank (B) Basile State Bank (C) citizens Bank (G) Guaranty Bank 

Financial Maturity Interest Institution Dat~ Term Rate Amount 
(E) (A) (A) 
(B) (C) 

(A) (E) (E) 
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04101198 09118/97 09118197 
09/05/97 10/01/97 
04/01/98 04/01/98 09/17/97 09/18/97 09/18/97 o9/18/97 09/24/97 09124197 09/27/97 09/27/97 
o4/ol/98 o9/18/97 o9/18/97 

365 days 182 days 182 days 
182 days 182 days 
365 days 365 days 182 days 182 days 182 days 182 days 182 days 182 days 182 days 182 days 182 days 
365 days 182 days 182 days 

5.45% $ 50,000 5.20% 20,000 5.20% .. 20,000 90,000 5.25% 20,000 5.25% 20,000 40,000 5.55% 51,890 5.45% 50,000 5.25% 20,000 5.25% 20,000 5.25% 20,000 5.25% I00,000 5.20% 20,000 5.35% 2O,OOO 5.35% 20,000 5.25% 20,000 5.25% 20,000 361,890 5.40% 50,000 5.25% 20,000 5.25% 20,000 90,000 $581,89(] 


