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INI)EPENDI?.NT AUDITORS' F.EPORT ON COMI'LIANC1); AND ON INTERNAl, CONTROl OVER FINANCIAl, REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS I'F3~.FOI~.MED IN ACCORDANCE WITlt GOlq~.RNMENTA UDIT1NG STANI)ARDS 
ttonorable Malise Prieto St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tanmrany I'arish, Louisiana We have audited tile financial statements of the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court, as of and lot lhc yca t ended June 30, 1997 and have issued our reporl thereon dated August 28, 1997. We conducted our audil in accordance with generally accepted auditing slandards and the standards applicable to financial audit:, contained in Governmenl Audiling Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United Slalcs. 
Compliance As part of ohtai~xi~g reas~mahle assurance about whetlxe* the St. Tammmxy Parish Clerk of Court's l~nm~ciat statenleuts are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its colnplianee with certain pl'ovisioi~s of laws, regulations, col]lt'aets and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material cfli_,ct on the determination of financial statement amounls. However, providing an opinion on compliance wilh those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. '1 hc results of our test disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported undct Goverranenl Auditing Standards. Internal Control over' Financial Reporting In planning and pcrfornfing our audit, we considered St. Tammany l'arish Clerk of Court's internal contl ol over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing ouJ opinion on tile financial statements and not to provide assurance on tim internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all nraltcrs in the internal control over financial reporling that nfight be material weakness. A lnalc~ia! weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components; does not reduce to a relative]y low level the risk that misstatements in anmunts that would be material il, relation to tile financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period h3 employees in tile nornaal course ofperfomaing their assigned functions. Wc noted no matters involving, I]1~' internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of management as well as others within tile organization and alst, the 1,ouisiana Legislative Auditor. 1 lowever, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not linritcd. 
August 28, 1997 



St. Tamlnany Parish Clerk of Court St. 'Famn~any Parish, Louisiana 
SCI IEI)ULE OF C11ANGES IN UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AGENCY FUNDS 
For tile Year Endcd June 30, 1997 

Registry of Court Fund UNSETTI,ED I)F.POSITS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR $1,742,188 $1,767,206 $3,509,394 AI)DITIONS Deposits: Suits and succc, ssions Judgments Interest earned on investmenls 
Total additions 
Tota 

2,598,180 
_2~6_41 ___2~6_9_0~8_21 

933,001 52,022 
2,598,180 933,001 __ 54,663 985,023 .~3,585,844 

4,343,009 2,752,229 7,095,238 
R1 :,I)UCTIONS Settlements to litigants 733,447 Clerk cosls 1,178,248 Sheriff's fees 269,672 Police Jury costs 149,876 Judges Supplemental Compensation Fund 92,567 22nd Judicial District Court Fund 87,086 Other 36,324 Stenographer t~es 48,493 Allomey, curator, and nOlaly fees 56,875 Jury expenses 17,893 Secrelary of State I 1,619 Court of Appeals 5,881 Witnesses, appraisers, and keepers 2_'/~2.7_0 Total reductions 

815,554 1,549,001 1,178,248 269,672 149,876 92,567 87,086 36,324 48,493 56,875 17,893 11,619 5,881 __ 27,2~/ 
._22~215=?~51 815,554 3~05 UNSETTI,I~;I) DEPOSITS AT I'ND OF YEAR $1_~.2-__7~7:5__8 $1,936,675 ~3_~64,43~ 
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ASSF, TS Cash and cash equiw~lenls ]nvestlllents Tolal assets 
I,IABIIJITIES l)ue to general fund Unsettled deposits 
l'otal liabilities 

St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana COMBINING P, AI,ANCE SltEET AGENCY FUNDS June 30, 1997 
Advance Deposit ___J_Cm_~d _ 
$ 140,546 A~52_o~09o 

Registry of Court ]'und 
$1,936,675 $2.077,221 j.,520,00(~ $1_~6_6=0=, __5 =d6 $1,936,67~i $3,597,221 

$ 32,788 ~1 ~62Y~75_8 ~_~6___6_0~5 ~6 
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$ 1,936,675 $1,936,675 
$ 32,788 ~3~ ~33,597,221 



ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUNI) 

St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana 
AGI;NCY FUNDS 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by 1.ouisiana Revised Statue 13:842, is used to account for adval~CC deposils on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refimdablc to the litigants after all costs have been paid RF.GISTRY OF COURT FUND 
The Regislry of Court Fund, as provided by l.oui siana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for fimds which have been ordered by the courl to be held until final judgmenl has been rendered in court litigation. Wilhdra~al of the funds can be made only upon order of the courl. 



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana SCI IEDULE OF I~XPENDITURES GOVERNMENTAl. FUND TYI'li - GENERAL FUNI) (Continued) 

Criminal suits and mirmtes: Personal services Operating services Materials and supplies ]'ravel and other charges Capital outlays 
Elections: l'ersonal services Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlays 
Accounting and maps: l'ersonal services Operaling services Materials and supplies 'l'ravel and odmr charges Capital outlays 
l'otal l!;xpenditures 

Year Ended June 30, 1997 
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1997 
649,789 13,469 27,010 394 7,58~ 698,25! 
79,424 12,982 2,860 2O8 7,52Q 102,99_4 
140,187 10,683 5,120 965 36_5 157,320 



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court SI. Tammany Parish, I,ouisiana SCIJEDULE OF EXPENDITURES GOVERNMF~NTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 

Administration: Personal services Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlays 
Recordings and filiugs: l)ersonal services Operaling services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlays 
Mortgage certificates: Personal services Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlays 
Civil suits and probate: Personal services Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlays 

For lhe Year Ended June 30, 1997 
1997 _ $ 258,854 165,312 18,408 16,099 20,130 478,803 
561,584 166,349 103,535 2,380 5,742 839,590 
443,320 55,942 46,701 849 68,422 615 234 
999,644 29,129 51,087 2,642 _ 1,895 1,084,392 



Marriage licenses 

St. Tmnmany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana SCI II'2DU1.F, OF RF, V13NUES GOVI;RNMENTAL FUND rl YPE - GENERAL FUNI) 

Court costs, fees, and charges Fees-advance deposit (?fiminal costs Court atlcndance 
Recording of legal documents Recording Cancellations Cerlificates Redemptions Police Jury costs 
Certified copies Miscellaneous: Election fees (?omputer time Passports Other 
lnleresl 
l'olal Revenue,; 

For the Year Ended June 3(I, 1997 
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1997 $ 23,354 
1,163,991 177,136 8,384- 1,349,511 
1,575,574 124,569 137,831 12,780 16,368 _.1,867,122 472,947_ 
13,444 16,184 12,170 11,264- _ 53,062 
92,728 
$3,858,72~ 



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court SI. Tammany Parish, Louisiana June 30, 1997 
GENERAL FUND The General Fund is lhc principal fund oflhe Clerk and is used to account for die financial rcsource~ ~nt expenditurcs nol accounted tbr in any other fund. 

The following schedules present revenues by source and expendilures by function and character 



 



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. 'l'ammany Part sh, Louisiana NOTES 1"O FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS 
June 30, 1997 

NOTE R - CtlANGES IN AGENCY FUNI) BAI,ANCE l'he following is a summary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits 

Agency fimds 
Unsettled Deposits at Beginning of Year __AxldiJj_ou s_ Red uclions 

Advance Deposit $1,742,188 P, egistry of Court 1,767,206 Total $ 3,509,394 
NOTE S - SUBSEQUENT EVENT 

$ 2,600,821 9_g,5,0_2~ ~&5~_.% 8=4 4= $ 2,715,251 815 554 $ 3,53(I,805 

Unsettled 1)eposits al End of Year 
$ 1,627,758 1,936~_(_~75 $ 3,564,43_~3 

l)uring the year ended June 30, 1997, the Clerk of Court received a grant to be used for the purchase ~1 computers and software to implement its criminal case management infornlalion system. As of June 30. 1997, no funds had been expended for the grant purpose and the Clerk recorded the grant monies as deferred revenue. 



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Juue 30, 1997 

NOTE O - 1,;XI'ENDITURES OF TI IE CLERK OF COUP, T REQUIRED TO BE PAll) BY TI IE PARISIt POLICE JURY 
l,ouisiana R.S. 13:784 requires the Police Jury to provide the Clerk with all necessary office liuniluJc equipment, and record books. During the year ended June 30, 1997, as well as for several years pJio thereto, ilclns provided by the Police Jury have bccn limited to certain otfice and storage space an~ utilities. 
In tim accompanying tinancial statements, Ihe wllue of materials, supplies, and services provided by lhc Police Jury arc not reflected. In addition, no recognition has been given for the amount, if any, which mr3 be recoverable for mandated items not provided. 
NOTE P - EXCESS FUND BALANCE 
l.ouisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years, at the close of the term of office, ilk. Clerk of Court nmst pay the Parish Treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fund balance tirol exceeds one--half of the revenues of the Clerk's last year of bet term of office. At June 30, 1997, there would bc no amount due the Parish Treasurer because the General Fund's fund balance does not exeeed one-hall of the rcvelmes of the Clerk of Court. NOTI~ Q - CLERK'S COMPENSATION The Clerk's compensation for tim year ended June 30, 1997, as established by law for salary, slatuto; allowance, and custodian of voting machines was $66,086, $10,849 and $2,400, respectively. 



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana 
NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS June 3(I, 1997 

NOTE L - POST EMPI,OYMENT BENEFITS -. (Conlinued) The benefits for tile covered employees are provided through an insurance eonlpany whose lUonlhl} premiums are paid jointly by the employee/retiree and by tile Clerk. The cost of providing dlcse bcncl]l~, for lhe retirees is separable from the cost ofprovidint, bencfits for active employees and are recorded ~m a pay-as-you-go basis (cash basis). The Clerk's portion of the total premiums for the fiscal year entlcd June 30, 1997 aggregated $413,112. For the ),car ended June 30, 1997, the cost of retiree bcncfilb included in total paid premiums was $16,301. NOTE M - DEFERRH3 COMPENSATION PLAN The Clerk oflizrs her employees a deferred compensation plan created in accordauce with Internal Rcvc~ m~' Code Section 457. The plan, available to all employees, permits them to defer a porliou of their salm> until future years. 'l'he delizrred compensation is nol available to employees until termination, rctircmcJ~l. death, or an unforeseeable emergency. All amounts of compensation deferred under the plan, all propcrb and rights purchased with those amounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, property, or righlb are (until paid or made available to the employee or beneficiary) solely the properly and rights ofthc (:lcrk (without being restricted to the provisions of bcncfits under the plan), subject only to the claims oflhc Clerk's general creditors. Participants' rights under the plm~ are equal to those of general creditors of d~,' Clerk in an amount equal to the fair market value of the deferred account for each participant. It is tile opinion of the Clerk's legal counsel that tile Clerk has no liability for losses undcr thc plan but doe:; have the duty of due care that would be required of an ordinary prudent investor. The Clcrk bclicvcs that it is unlikely that it will use the assets to satisfy the claims of general creditors in the futmc. Accordingly, the plan assets and related liabilities have not been included herein. Investments are managed by the Plan's administrator (The Great West l,ife Assurance Company). '1 lk choice of the investment option(s) are made by the Plan participants. NOTE N - CONTINGENT I,IABILITIES 
From time to lime, the Clerk is involved as a defendant in actual or threatened litigation which is not covered by insurance. At June 30, 1997, there were no pending or threatened claims which, in the opiniol~ of the Clerk's legal advisors, would have a material adverse affect on the financial statements, should such claims be settled in favor of the plaintiffs. 



NOTE K - PENSION Pl ,AN 

St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
June 30, 1997 

l'lrmDeseription. Substantially all enlployees of the Clerk's office are menabers of the Clerks' nf ('ou] I Retirenaent and Relief Fund ("Sysleln"), a cost-sharing, nmlliple-employer defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. All regular employees who are under tim age of 60 at the time of original employment are required to parlicipate in ~.he System. Employees who rclire at or after age 55 with al least 12 years of crcdi~eJ service are enlilled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final- average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salars. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined nlonlhs lh~lt produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 ),cars of service and do nol wilhdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and reeeiw: the benefit accrued Io lhci~ date of termination. The System also provides dealh and disability benefits. Benefits are eslablisbed a~*J amended by state statute. The System issues an annual publicly available: financial report that includes financial statements an~ required supplementary information for the System. That report nmy be obtained by writing Io tll, 1 ,ouisim~a Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Brieksome Avenue, Suite BI, Baton l~,ou?~ Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. Funding Policy. Plan members are required by stale statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered salary and the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actumiall) determined rate. Tim current rate is 11.0 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the S),slcm also include one-fourth of one percent of the laxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirements of plan lnembers and the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court mc established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, 1he employer contributions are determined by acluarial valuation and are subjecl to change each year based on lhe results of tbe valuation for the prior fiscal year. The St. Tammany l)arish Clerk of Couil's conlributions to the System lbr lhe years ending June 30, 1997, ] 996, and 1995 were $255,727, $243.958, and $227,224, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. NOTE L - POST EMPI~OYMENT BENEHTS 
In addition lo the pension benefits described in Nolc K, the Clerk provides post employment hcahh care and life insurance benefits to all employees who retire fi'om the Clerk under the same restrielions as in the above note. As of June 30, 1997, there were eight retired employees participating in the post employmcnl health care and life plan. 



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, 1,ouisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE G - COMPENSATED AP, S]t~CES 

June 30, 1997 
At June 30, 1997, employees of the Clerk of Court have accumulated and vested $111,247 of employc~ leave benefits. This amount is recorded within the ?eneral tong-term debt account group. 
NOTI'; 1 t - CIIANGES 1N LONG-TI'~RM OBLIGATIONS The following is a summary oflhe changes ill general long-term obligations for tire year ended Jtmc 3( 199'7: 
Compensated absences Capital lease 

Balance June 30, Additions 1996 [~eductions) $ 93,928 $ 17,319 89=~_3_2 ___(89,332) $ 183 ~26=(! _$~72,013) 
NOTE 1 - INTERFUNI) TRANSACTIONS 

Balance June 30, 1997 $111,247 $_111,247 

Individual balances due fi'om/to olher funds at June 30, 1997 consisted of fees in tire amount of $32,788 charged by lhe General Fund lo tire Advance Deposit Fund for services performed in maintaining advance deposit accounts. NOTE J - RISK MANAGICMEN'] 
The Clerk of Corn1 is exposed "to various risks of loss related to tolls; theft of, damage to, and destruction of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The Clerk, along with other CleRks of Court in the State of Louisiana, formed the Clerks of Court Self-Insurance Association l.'lmd (CS1AF). It is a public enlity risk pool currently operating as a common risk management and insural~cc program for 36 mernber Clerks of Court. The Clerks pay an annual premium to CSIAI,' for its gentled insurance coverage. The Articles of Association of the CSIAF provides that CSIAF will be self-sustainin? through member premiums. The Clerk pays claims, in excess of its deductible, up to a lnaximunR limil ol $20,(100 for each insured event. The CSIAF will maintain reinsurance in the amount of $980,000 for c~ch insured event. During the year ended June 30, 1997, no claims were made against the St. Tammany l'al ish Clelk of Court for risks covered by the CSIAF. 
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NOTE E - l:lXI';I) ASSETS 

St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
June 30, 1997 

The following is a smnmary of changes in the general fixed asset account group during tile fiscal yc 

Office equipnaent and furniture Automotive equipmenl Softwm'e Building improvements 
Total 

Balance June 30, 1996 Additions $1,386,739 24,249 131,000 204. 4. 4.~4~3_3_ 
$ 111,364 Reductions $ 2,115 

Balanc~ Jllne 3(1 1997 $1,495,988 24,249 131,000 204~._q3 $_1,746~4_2_1, ~_111,364 $_. 2,115 $1,855,67~! 
Total capital outlays reflected in the accompanying financial statements for the General Fund totaled $11 1,663. NOTE F - LI;ASES 
The Clerk is obligated under a certain lease accounted for as an operating leasE. Operating leases do no1 give rise to property rights or lease obligations, and flaerefore the results of the lease agreements arc not reflected in the Clerk's account groups. Rent payments of $48,000 were made during the year ended Jun~ 30, 1997. The following is a schedule of future minimum rental payments: Year Ending JameS,0 1998 1999 2000 Totalmilfimumleasepayments 

Amount $ 48,000 48,000 48,000 .$144,000 
The lease term clads on June 30, 2000. The Clerk has the option to renew the lease within ninety days termination for an additional four years at $5,0(10 a month. 



St. q'ammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS 
June 30, 1997 

NOTE B - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS .. (Continued) These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or cuslodial bank thai is mutually acceptable to both pro'ties. At June 30, 1!)97, the Clerk has $4,396,561 in deposits (collected bank balances) whiell includes investments in certificates of deposits of $1,836,520. These deposits mc secured from risk by $689,944 of federal deposit insurance and $3,706,617 o['pledgcd securities held b5 the custodial bank ill the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Calegory 3). Even though tile pledged securities are considered uncollaleralized (Category 3) under the provisiom, t GASB Statement 3, l.ouisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on tile custodi~ bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Clerk of Cotlrl l}/~ the :fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited fimds upon demand. NOTIS C - RECE1VAI3LES The receivables of $29,947 at J one 30, 1997 consisted of tim following Criminal costs Interest Court atlendance P, ccordation Miscellaneous 
$ 13,471 1,963 1,175 10,840 ~ 2.4~ $ 2 9~9 4_7 The Clerk considers all receivables to be collectible; therefore, no allowanee has been established Ib doubtful accounts. 

NOTE D - DUE FROM Srl". TAMMANY PARIStt P()LICE JURY 
At June 30, 1997, the St. Tammany l'arish Police Jury was indebted to tile Clerk of Court in tile amoun of$11,738 for unpaid recording fees. The balance is reduced monthly by the Police Jury as it pays ccrlai expenditures related to shared computer lines on behalf of the Clerk of Court. 



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

June 30, 1997 
NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POL1CIES (Continued) 9. (~ompens_a!ed__AJ~sences - (Continued) 
Vested or accmnulated vacation leave that is expected to be liquidated wilh expendable available financial resources is to be reporled as an expenditure and a fund liability of the General ]"und Amounts of vested or accumulated vacalion leave that are not expecled to be liquidated ~ith expendable available financial resources arc to be reported in the general long-tern1 obligation account group. 
Long-term obligations expected to bc financed from the General Fund are reported in the gencla long-lm'm obligations account group. Expendilures for principal and interest payments for king term obligalkms arc recognized in the General Fund when due. 

P, alance Shee The total column on the general purpose financial statements is captioned "Memorandum Only' t,~ indicate that they arc presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do nat presenl financial position, results of operations or changes in financial position in conformity wilh generally accepted accounling principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidalion. NOTI~ B - CASII AND CAS]] EQUIVALENTS At June 30, 1997, the Clerk of Court has cash and casb equivalents (book balances) totaling $2,126,843 as follows: Petty cash Interest-bearing demand deposits Savings deposits Tolal 
325 2,077,221 49~2}292 $2_,L12_6 &84~ These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the ,'esullillg bank balanccs) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent hank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposil instmmcc must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. 
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St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St, Tammany Parish, Louisiana 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30, 1997 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OI" SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 
6 Uuder state law, tile Clerk may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. 'l'hcst are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days. hlvestments arc slated a cost which approxinaates market. 
During the course of operations, numerous transactions occur between individual funds for services rendered. These receivables and payables are classified as "due from other funds" or "due to ~thc~ fimds" on the balance shcct. 8. Fixed AssetS Fixed assets are rccorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets mc capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. All purchased fixed asscls ale valued al cost where historical records are available and at estimated historical cost where u~ historical records exist. Donated fixed assets, if any, arc valued at their estimated fair market value on the date received. The costs of normal maintenance and repairs thai do not add to the wduc o! fl~e asset or materially extend asset lives are nol capitalized. No depreciation has been provi&'d ~n general tixcd assets. 9. Corn pen s_al_e~!__A_bsen c e s Employees accrue vacation leave at the rate of 10 to 25 days per year, according to years of scrvicc with thc Clerk's office. A maximum of 5 days of vacation leave can be carried forward to lh~ 



 



St. Talnmany Parish Clcrk of Court S1. q'amraany Parish, Louisiana 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS Jtme 30, 1997 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOIJNTING POLICIES (Continued) 2. Fond A_~cco lJ!!!!i_ug (continued) The Clmk's fund typcs have been classified into two categories: governmental (Genera fiduciary (Agency Funds). These funds are described as follows: Governmental 1;und Gener01 Fund - The General Fund as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is flw principal fund of the Clerk of Court and accounts tbr the operations of the Clerk's otficc. "1 h: various fees and charges due to the Clerk's office are accounted for in this fund. Gcncla operating expenditures are paid fi'om this fund. 
Fid uci,arg_Furkd_ A_AA,~_c~jS_unds. - The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court agency funds account tbi asset held on behalf of outside parties, including other governments, or on behalf of olhel fulld s within the government. Agency funds are euslodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and tM not involve measurement of results of operations. The Advance Deposit Fund is used tt~ account fi)r advance deposits in suits filed by litigants. The Registry of Court Fund is used to account for funds held by order of the court until judgment is rendered by the judiciary 3. Basis of Accounting 
Basis of accotlllting refers to when revenues arid expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the mcasurcmcnls made, re~,ardless oflhe measurement focus applied. All governmental funds arc accounted for tlsin~ the modified accrual basis of accounting. The governmental funds use the following practiccs in recording revenues and expenditures: Revenues 
General fired revenues such as recording, cancellations, certified copies, election, certificates mar,'iage licenscs, crimiual costs, court attendance fees and interest revenue are recorded whcn lhc.~ become measurable and available. Fees collected and held by the Advance Deposit and Registt.~ of Court Agency Funds on behalf of the Clerk's General Fund also are recognized as revenue. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. 



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. q'ammany Parish, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAI~ STATEMENTS 
June 30, 1997 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT AC, COUNT1NG POLIC]ES The financial stalelnents of the St. Tammany l'arish Clerk of Court have been prepared in conFormib' \~itl generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governlnental units. The Govcrnmcmt: Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is lhe acccpted standard-setting body for establishing governmcl ,ta accuunling and financial reporting principles. The more significant of the government's accounlizh policies are described below. 
As provided by Article V, Sectiou 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, tile Clerk serves a foul- year terln as the ex-.officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances and mortgages. The (:lc~;< can appoint deputies with duties and powers provided by law, with Ihe approval of lhe dist~ it c judge. For financial reporting purposes, the Clerk includes all funds, accouut groups, and activities, lhul are withiu tile oversight responsibility of the Clerk as an independently elected parish official The Clerk is solely responsible for the operations of her office, which includes the hiring or retention of employees, authority over budgeting, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. Accordin~,b. the Clerk is fiscally independent and a separate reporting entity. Certain unils of local govcrnmcJ i1. over which tim Clerk exercises no oversight responsibility, such as the', Parish Police Jury, t'mish School Board, other independently elected parish officials, and municipalities within lhe Parish, a~ c excluded fi'om lhe accompanying financial slatements. These units of t,overnment are considered separate reporting entities and issue financial statements separate from that of the Clerk. 
2. Fund Accountil!g The Clerk uses flmds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results ol its opera|ions. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid finant ial management by segregating transaclions relaled to certain government fimctions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity wilh a self-balancing set of accounts. An account group, ou tim other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not dircctly affect nel expendable. available financial resources. 



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana 
STATIiMENT OF REVENUES, EXPt~NDITURES, AND CIIANGES 1N lq3NI) BALANCE - BUI)GET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACI'UAL GOVERNMENTAL FUND "I'YPE - GENERAl. FUND 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 

RF.VENUES Marriage licenses Fees, charges and commissions for services: Court costs, fees, and charges Fees for recording legal documents Fees for certificd copies Other Use of nroney and property- interest earnings Tolal revelltlCS EXPENDITI JRES General governmenl: Administration Recordings and filings IVlortgage certificates Civil suits and probates Criminal suils and minutes Elections Accounting and maps Total expenditurcs 

Budget Actual $ 23,000 $ 23,354 
1,310,400 1,862,000 473,040 4(I,950 __~9_93,500 ~802,890 
463,390 843,240 608,925 1,075,925 693,850 104,600 147,425 ._~3 937,355 

1,349,511 1,867,122 472,947 53,062 92,728 3,858,724 
478,803 839,590 615,234 1,084,397 698,251 102,994 _ 157,320 3,976,589 

Variance Favorable (Unfavorabk} 354 
39,111 5,122 (93) 12,112 I (772) I 55,8M 
(15,413) 3,650 (6,309) (8,472) (4,401 ) 1,606 __(39,2341 EXCESS OF EXI'ENI)]TURES OVER l~.EVENl_11~;S '~134_~4653 (117,865) ~_ 16,60(_) FUND ]:~ALANCF. AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUNI) BALAN('I~2 AT ENI) OF YEAR 
The accompanying holes are an integral part of this statement 

400,442 ~__~577 



 



Samuel K. Smith, CPA Patrick "Bryan" I't uval, CPA 
Smith, Huval & Associates, L.L.C. (A LIMITID LIABILITY COMPANY) Certifie.d'~u6h? ..qc.c.ountants P.O. Box 1660 Covington, Louisiana 70434-1660 

INDEPENDENT AUI-)ITORS' I~,EPORT 
1 lonorable Malise l'rieto St. Tatmnany Parish C.lerk of Court St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana 

504) 892-66',3 504) 892-4666 

We have audited tim accompanying general purpose financial statements of the St. Tammany Parish ('lctl, of Court as of June 30, 1997 and for the year then ended as listed in the lable ofeonlents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the managemenl of tim SL Tammany Parish Clerk of Coral. ()tu responsibility is In express an opinion on these fiuancial statelnents based on our audit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditn~j: Slandards issued by the C.omptroller General oflhe Uniled States. Those standards require lhat we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whclber lhe financial statements alv tree ot'matc~ ial misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosure, in the financial statemenls. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant eslimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall finmlcial statement presentation. We bclicvc that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements refen'ed to above present fairly, in all malc~ial respects, the financial position of the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court as of June 30, 1997, aud Ihc rcsult-~ of its operations and changes in fund balance for the year then ended in conformily wi{la generally acceplcd accounting principles. Our audit was made for the purpose of fonning an opinion on the general purpose financial statements lakcl as a whole. The combining statements and individual fund schedules listed in the table of contcnls my presenled for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose financia slatcmcnts. Such combining statements and individual fund schedules have been subjected to the audilil~ procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, are lift@ slated in all material respects in relation to tim gellcral purpose financial statements taken as a whole. In accordance wilh Government Auditing Standards', we have also issued a report dated August 28, 191)'7 on our consideration oflhe St. Tanmmny l'arish Clerk of Court's internal control over financial reporli~g and 
Augusl 28, 1997 

8, re~ulflti~s, contracts, and granls 
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GENERAl, PURPOSE FINANCIAl. STATEMENTS ST. TAMMANY PAR1SI ] CLERK OF COURT Covington, l.ouisiana 
oNoer ,r)~'o report i: copy ef !! ~ ted i~ !~ 

Year Ended June 30, 1997 
t. A i: c;t- 
.: ;',~Mic 2hi: )1~:: lor ~e iJaton Rouge otl]cu c[ ~he Le;,is'~a~ive Audi- tor and, wheru ~pproF~i~te, at lhe office of ihe parish clerk of court. 


