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Independent Auditor's Report 

ttONORABLE FAYE ELKIN FRANKLIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, Louisiana 
I have audited tile general purpose financial statements of the Franklin Parish CIc]k Courl as of June 30, 1997, and for the year then ended, as lisled in the labh" contents. These general puq~ose financial slalements are tile responsihilily of t Franklin Parish Clerk of Courl's management. My responsibilily is to express opinkm on these general purpose financial statements based on my audit. 
I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted audiling slandards ;rot Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of tile Unitc~ Slates. Those standards require, lhat I l)lan and perform tile audil lo oblain reastmald~ assurance about whether tile general purpose financial slatements are free of malcria misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting_, lh~ amounts and disclosures in the general puq)ose financial statements. An audil als~ includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant eslimales madc t,~ management, as well as evalualing the overall general purl)ose financial slalciiit:ll presentalion. I believe thai my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion 
In my opinion, the gelicra[ purpose financial slalemenls referred lo above prcsL fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Franklin Parish Clerk Courl as of June 30, 1997, and the results of its operations lk~r lhe year then endt~d conformily wilh generally accepted accounling principles. 
My audil was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purp~c linancial statements taken as a whole. The supplemental informalion schedules listed in the table of contenls are presenttxl for the purpose of additional analysis and arc 1~,t a required pat/of the general puq)ose financial statements of tile Franklin Parish Clc~ t. of Courl. Such infonnation has been subjected Io the auditing procedures applied ilt the audit of the general purpose financial slatements and, in my opinion, is laitl3 presenled in all material respecls in relalion to the general propose financial slalemc~l~ taken as a whole. 
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HONORABLE FAYE ELK1N FRANKLIN PARISH CLEI~K OF COURT 



 



 

FRANKLIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, Louisiana ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS Combined Balance Sheet, June, 30, 1997 

ASSETS Cash and cash eqtdvaleuls Rcccivablcs Due frOll| Adva|lce Del)osil Fttfl(1 Due from DOTD Office fimfishings and equil)menl Other assets TOTAL ASSETS I,IAII1LITIES AND F[JNI) EQUITY Liabililics: Accounts payable Payroll deduclions payable Unsettled (leposits due to: Gm~cral Fund Others Total Liabililics Fund tRtuity: hwc,Mnlclll ill general fixed assels Fund balancc- tmrcscrvcd - undesignated Tolal Fund Equily TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

ACCOUN'I GOVERNMENTAL FII)UCIARY GROUP - FUND 3"YPF. - FLIND TYPE - GENERAL GENERAl, AGENCY FIXED FUND }~;UNDS ASSF.TS 
$193,559 $437,188 7,596 395 
425 
1.688 $108,194 

Siatemenl A 

TOTAl (MEMORANlll \ ON[ .Y) 
$630,747 3(,5 1,6~S 1 (18,1 o4 425 

. $2.~01..fl75 $438,876 $108,194 $749 ~3,5 
$8,024 7,137 
15.205 
186.770 

$395 438.481 438.876 NONE 
$8,024 7. 137 
3(~5 438.525 454 .(Is $108,194 108. I tl-I 
186.7 186.770 NONE 108,194 294.9 

$201~975 _ $438~ }J08 194 $740Q~t)~I~ 

"File accompanyil*g notes are an integral part of this statemenl 



 

FRANKLIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, l.ouisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND Statement of Revenues, Expendilures, and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended June 30. 1997 
REVENUES Liccnse.s and l',ermils - marriage lnlcrgovel'lllnellla] reverllles - state fl.lnds - clerks SUl)plemental colnpensaliOll Fces, charges, and colnlllissions ~(ll" services: Court cosls, fees, and charges Fees for rccolzling legal documents Fees for certified copies Charges for use of photocopier Use of money and property - interes! earnings Olher revenue Total revenues leX l:t'leN 1 )I TUIII~;S CH rrClll: General gc, vernmen| -judicial: Personal services and relalexl benefils Op:~rating services Materials and supplies Travel and olher charges Capital outlay Total expenditures EXCESS (IF REVENUES OVER EXPENI)ITURES I+'UNI) BAI+ANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR F1JND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this slatement 
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BUDGET A(YI'UA $3,00(1 
10,800 
178,16(I 110,000 4,000 8,500 11,000 2,600 328.060 
26(/,000 42,000 6,0(1(I 9,000 4,000 321.000 
7,060 149.170 

$3,044 
11.727 
183,721 126,478 4,231 8,679 12,859 1,375 352.114 
259,428 38,142 5,316 8,140 _ 3,488 314.514 
37,6(1(I 149.17(I 

Statemenl I~ 

\'ARIAN('] FAVORABI I 01NFAVORAIH 
844 
5,5(d 16,478 231 17u 1,85~1 (1,225 24.05,1 
57? 3,85,"; 684 8(,(I 51~ 6.48( 
30.54 

$156,23(I .,~. 86,770 $30,54 



FRANKLIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro. Ixmisiana 
Notes to the Financ:ial Slatements As of and For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
As provided by Article V, Section 28 of ille Louisiana Constitution of 1974, Ihe clerk of cotHt serVes as the ex-officio nolary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages and other acts, and sh;d have olher duties and powers provided by law. The clerk of court is elecled lbr a lcrm of four yc~r~; 
A. REI'ORTING ENTITY As the governing attllrority of the parish, for reporling purposes, tile Franklin Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting, enlity for Franklin Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizalions for which the primary governmcn| is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature; and sigrfificance of lheir relationship with the primary government arc such lhal exclusion would cause the reporting enlity's finaneial statements to be misleading or incolnplele. Governmental Accounting Slandards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established crilcria determining which component units should be considered part of the Franklin I'arish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic crilerion for including a polential comp(ment trait withirl the reporting entity is financial responsibility. The GASB has sel forlh crileria to be considertxl in delennining financial accounlabili|y. This criteria includes: 
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Appoinling a voting majorily of an organization's goverlfing body, and a Tile ability of the police jtrry lo impose its will on that organization and/or 
Tile potential for tire organizalion to provide specific financia benefits 1o or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury Organizations for which the police jury does not appoinl a voling nlajorily but arc fiscally dependent on the police jury. 
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FRANKIJN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, ixmisiana No~es Io the Financial Stalements (Contlmmzl) 
Organizations for which tile reporting entity financial statemenls would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nalure or significance of the relalionship. Because the police jury maintains and operates the parish courlhouse in which the clerk of courl's office is located and provides funds for equipment and furl]ittH'e of lhe clerk of courl's of f tee, Ihe clerk of courl was deterlninext to be a component unil of the Franklin t'arish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present intormation only on the fimds maintained by the clerk of corm and do nol present information on the poliee jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the other govcrmnental units that comprise Ille financial reporling entity. 

B. FUN]) ACCOUNTING The clerk of courl uses fimds and accotml groups to repot1 on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating lransactions related lo eerlain govemmenl ftmctions or activities. A fund is a separate accotmting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts thai comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expendihtres. An account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for cerlain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term obligations) that are not re*:ord~ in the "fimds" I~eause they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resourees. They are concerned only with the measurement of financial position, not with the measurement of results of operations. 
Funds are classified into three categories; governmental, proprietary, and fiduciary. Each category, in turn, is divided into separate "fired types". Governmental fimds are used In account for a government's general activities, where the focus of attention is on the providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary funds where the focus of attention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are tlsed to account |br asscls held for others. The clerk of court's current operations require the use of only governmental and fiduciary flmds. The governmental and fiduciary fired types used by the clerk arc described as follows: 



FRANK1JN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Wimlsboro, Ix)uisiana Noles lo lhe, Financial Statemenls (Conlinued) 
Governmental hind - General l~'und 
The General Fund, as provided by l,,ouisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal fired of the clerk of courl and is used to account Ibr the operations of the clerk's offi~. The various fees and charges due to the clcrk's office are accounted for in this fund. General operaling CXl)endilures are paid from lhis fund. 

Fiduciary lhmds - Agency Funds 
The Advance Deposit and Regislry of Court agency flmds are used to account for assels held as an agent for olhers. Agency funds are custodial in nallwe (assels equal liabilili~;s) and do J~ol involve measlJrcmenl of results of opcralions. 

FIXEI) ASSETS AND LONG--TFRM DEBT Fixed asse|s used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assels) are accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. General fixed assets providezt by the parish police jury are not recorded in the general fixed assets account group. Approximately 63 per cent of fixed assels arc valued at eslima|txl historical costs bastM on the actual costs of like ilems while the remaining 37 per cent are based on actual historical costs. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assels. At June 30, 1997, the clerk had no long-term debl. 
1). BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 
The financial reporting treatment applied to a fired is determinexl by its measuremenl foctls. All govermnental funds arc accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. Wilh lhis measuremenl focus, only current assets and current liabililics generally are included on lhe balance sheet. Operating stalemenls lot these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net eurrenl assets. The modifiexl accl"aal basis of acx.x~anting is usexl for reporting all governmental and fiduciary filnd types. Under the modifiexl accnml basis of accounting, revenues arc recogtfized when sttsceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
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FRANKIJN PARIStl CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, Louisiana Notes 1o the Financial Statements (Continuexl) 
available). "Measurable" means lhe amount of the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of tile currant period. The clerk of courl uses tile following practices in recognizing and re, porting revenues and expenditures: 
Reventles Recordings, cancellalions, court attendance, criminal costs, and olher fees, charges, and conllnissions for services are recorded in the year in which they arc earned. 
Interest inconlc on time deposits is recorded when tile linle deposits have matnre~l and the income is available. 
Substantially all other revenues are recognized when received by tile clerk of court. 
Based on tile above criteria, fees, charges services are treated as susceptible to accnlal. 

l,'xpenditure~ 
Expenditures arc generally recognizext trader tile modified accrua basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incnrred. 

BIYlIGII;T PRACTICES 
A proposed budget prepare, t on tile modified accrual basis of accounting, is lmblished in the offieial journal at least len days prior to a public hearing. The public hearing is held at tile clerk's office during the month of June for comments from taxpayers. The proposed budget is then legally adoptexl by the clerk and amended during the year, as necessary. Budgets are cstablishcd and controlled by the clerk at the object level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and must be reappmprialed for the following year to be expended. 

-1() 



FRANKLIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, I~uisiana Notes lo lhe Financial Statements (Continued) 
Fonnal budgelary integration is employ~l as a management control device during the year. Budgetexl amounts includexl in the accompanying financial stalemenls include the original adopted budget amounts and all subsequent amendments. 
CASII AND CASIt EQUIVALENTS 
Under stale law, the clerk of court may deposit fimds in delnand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, money markel accounts, or time deposils with stale banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Ixmisiana. At ]une 30, 1997, lhc clerk of court has cash and cash equivalenls (book balances) lotalil~g $630,747, as follows: 
Demand deposits Time deposits Total 

$52(I,747 110, (,~0(I 
These deposits are stated at cosl, which approximales market. Under statc law, lhcse dcposils, or the resulting bank balances, must be securexl by federal dcposil insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pltxlge_zl securilies plus the fexleral deposit insurance lnusl at all limes equal the amount on deposit wilh the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the nalne of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or cuslodial bank thai is mulually acceptable lo both pa~lies. Cash and cash equivalents (bank balances) at June 30, 1997, are secured as follows: Bank Balances Fexleral deposit inst,rance Plcdgexl securilies (uncollateralized) Tota 

. $642,(121 $411,039 624,224 
Because the pledgexl securities are held by a cust(~tial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank rather than in the name of the clerk of courl, they are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.1(16; however, Lot6siana Revised Stattzte 39:1229 imposes a statulory requiremen~ on ~llc custodial bank to adverlise and sell lhe plexlgexl securities within 10 days of being nolified by lhe clerk of court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited fimds upon demand. Further, LRS 39:1224 states that securities held by a third party shall be deemtxl to be held in Ihe clerk's name. 



FRANKIJN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, Louisiana Noles lo Ibe Financial Statements (Co,tinued) 
G. VACATION AND SICK I.EAVE All filll-lime employees of the clerk of court's office receive 5 to 15 days of non cumulative vacation leave each year, depending on length of service, and one day of sick leave per month, not to exceexl 10 days accumulation at any tilne. Accumulated sick leave does not carry forward to succeeding years. 
1I. TO'I'AI~ C()I.UMN ON BALANCE SIIEET 
The total cohmm on the balance sheet is captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that it is presented only to facilitale financial analysis (overview). Data in this column does not presenl financial position in conf0nnity with generally accepted accounling principles. Neither is such data ~x)ml)aval~le to a consolidation. Interfimd eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 

2. RECEIVABIA~;S The General Fm)d receivables of $7,596 at June 30, 1997, arc as follows Class of re_~i~J~: Fees, charges, and commissions Jbr services Cou;1 costs Recordings Cerlified copies Courl altendance Criminal fees Miscellaneous Total 
CIIAN(;ES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

$1,517 2,130 123 440 3,381 5 $7,596 
A summaD, of changes in office fimfishings and equipmen! for Ihe year emled June 30, 1~p~ 



FRANKLIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
Balance al July 1, 1996 Additions Deletions 
Addilions lo fixed assels include $4,635 donaled by the police jury 

4. I'FNSION PLAN 

$115,688 8,123 (15,617) $108,194 

Subslanlially all employees of tile Franklin Parish Clerk of Court are melnbers of the Loui,,i;m: Clerks of Courl Retirement and Relief Ftmd (System), a cost-sharing, mulliple-empl,.~yer defined bmwl i pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. 
All regular elnployces who are under the age of 60 at tile lime of original employment are ]'cqtfw~ to I~articipate in lhe System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at leasl 12 years of credilc~ service arc entilk;d to are, tirement benefit, payable Monthly for life, equal Io 3 percenl of (heir fill;tl average salary for each year of crediled service, not to exceexl 100 percent of their final-average salm 5 Final-average salary is tile employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months Ih;i produce the highest average. Employees who lenninale with at leasl 12 years of service and do n~ withdraw their employee contributions may re.tire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrut~d n Iheirdaleofterminalion. The System also provides dealh and disability benefils. Benefilsareeslablislw~ or amen(led by stale stalute. 
Tile System issues an annual publicly available financial repel1 that includes financial slalemcnl', and requirczl supplementary information for the Syslem. That reporl may be obtained by writing lo the Louisiana Clerks of CouJl Reliremenl and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite BI, }~,illl,J~ Rouge, Louisiana 7(1816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. Plan members are requital by slale stalute to contribute 8.25 percent of their anmml covered sal;tr~ and the Franklin Parish Clerk of Courl is require~l to conlribule at an actuarially determined rate. q'h~ currenl rate is 11.5 percenl of annual covered payroll. Conlribulions 1o lhe System also include one lbmlh of one percent (one-half of one percenl for Orleans Parish) of Ihe laxes shown to be collectible h3 Ihe la~ rolls of each parish. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Franklin P~tlisl Clerk of CotH1 are established and may be amended by slate slalule. As provided by Ix~uisiana Revisc~ Stalule I 1:1(13, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to chan~,~ each year based on the results of the valualion for tile prior fiscal year. The Franklin Parish Clerk ~1 Col|rl'~; contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 1997, 1996, and 1995, were $21.5t)S. $21,241, and $19,321, respectively, equal to the requircxt contributions for each year. 



FRANKIJN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, Louisiana Notes Io tile Financial Statements (Continued) 
5. I'OST RETIREMENT BENIOqTS 
Tile Franldin Parish Clerk of Coull provides cerlain health care and life insurance benet'ils hu retired employees. Substanlially all of lhe clerk's employees become eligible for |hese benefits if the5 rc~lch normal relirenmnt age while working for the clerk of eoutl. These benefits for relirecs and silnilm bcncfil!; for aelive employees are provided through an insurance company whose monlhly premiums :m paid jointly by Ihe employee and the clerk of eourl. The clerk of cot, rl recognizes Ihe cosl of pro\,itli~ thcse benefits (tile clerk's cosl of l)rclnilllllS) as all expendilure when tile lnOlllhly prenliunas are tluc which was $26,603 for the year ended June 3(/, 1997. Of that amount, $3,2(12 was for re|irec benclit~ 
CIlAN(;ES IN AGENCY FUN1) BALANCES A smnmary of changes in agency fund balances due 1o others follows 

Balance al Jtfly 1, 1996 Addilions I)elelions Balancc at June 30. 1997 
7. I.ITIGATION AND CLAIMS 

$279,376 229,301 (208,143) $300,534 

Regis! ry of Courl Ftmd Tola $79,953 176,000 _(~8,006) $1317,947 
$359,329 4(15,301 (326,149) $438,481 

The Franklin Parish Clerk of Court is nol involved in any liligalion at June 30 awal'c O1" ally unasselled elailns. 
EXI)ENI)ITURES OF TIlE CLERK OF COURT PAll) BY TIlE PARISH POLICE JURY Tile Franklin Parish Clerk of Courl's office is located in lhe parish courthouse maintaining and operating file courthouse, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:471 tile Franklin Parish Poliee Jury. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCItEDULES 



 
FRANKLIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, I~uisiana SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULE"; As of and for the Yeal Ended June 30. 1997 
FII)UCIARY FUNI) TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS 

A1)VANC],] 1)E1)OSIT FUNI) 
Tho Advance Dcl)osil Fund, as provided by Louisiana Rcviscd Slalule 13:842, accotmls h,r advance dcposils on stills filed by litigants. The advances arc refimdable |o the litigants aflcr all co~l~ have been paid. 

RF(;ISTRY OF COURT FUND Tile Registry of Courl Fund, as providexl by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for f which have I)t~n ordered by tile court to be held until judgment has been rcndcrcd in courl liliga Withdrawals of the fimds can be made only Ul)On o~dcr of the courl. 



ASSETS Cash and cash equivalenls Du~ from I)OTI) TOTAl. ASSETS 
I~IAI~ILITIES Due |0: General Fund Olhers TOTAl, I,IABII,ITIES 

FRANKLIN PARISH CI,ERK OF COURT Winnsboro, Ixmisiana FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS Combining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1997 
Scheduh 

ADVANCE REGISTRY DEPOSIT OF COURT FUND FUND T()TA1 
$3(10.929 $136,259 $437, I ,~', 1,688 1,6sx $137,947 .$438,87~ 
$395 $3'/, 3(1(I,534 $137,947 438.4sl $300,929 $137,947 $438.87 



 

FP, ANKLIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, Louisiana FIDIJCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS Combining Scheztule of Changes in Unsettlext Deposits Due 1o Others For the Year" Ended June 30. 1997 

UNSICI'TI 3,3) I)EPOSYI'S AT JUNE 30, 1996 AI)])IT1ONS Suils and successions Wilness (Icl)osits Bond deposits Inlc, resI ealtled on inveslmenls Total addilions Total RIC, I)UCTIONS Clerk's cosls (lransferred lo GerJeral Fund) Sclllemenls lo liligants Appraisers, curalors, keepers, etc. Sheriff's fees ,ludgcs Sul)plcmenlal Fund Judicial Clerk Olhcr rcduclions T,alal r'c,;l'ticlioll s UNSETTIAgl) I)EPOSITS AT JUNE 30, 1997 

Schedule 2 

ADVANCF REGISTRY I)EI)OSIT OF ('()I.IR'I' FUNI) FLINI) TOTA 
$279,376 $79,953 $___'359,329 
222,408 1,893 5,000 
174,219 
1.781 229.3111 176.000 5118.677 255.953 

I 18,549 27,267 3,2311 3(I, 14(I 13,268 12,795 2,894 2118.143 

70 117,936 

18,006 

396,627 1,893 5,0(10 _ 1,781 4115,301 764.630 
118,619 145,203 3,2311 30,1411 13,268 12,795 2,894 326.149 $300,534 $137,947 ~438,481_ 



Independent Auditor's Reports Required by Govet~lment Auditing Standardx 
The following independent auditor's repor'ts on internal conlrol structure and compliance with I~, and rcgulalions arc prcsenlcd in compliance with the requircmenls of Government Audit#tg Standards is~t~,.d by the C.omptroller Genet~d of lhe United States and the Louisiana Gow, rnmental Audit Guide, issued by Ilk Society of Louisiana Cerlified Public Accountanls and the Ixvuisiana Legislative Auditor. 



 

MEMBER AMERICAN NSTITUTE OF CEI~TIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUW~ANTS S~IETY OF: LOUISIANA C E~TIFI E]D PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS PRACTICE LIMNED 70 GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING, AUDITING AND FINANCIAl RE[PORTING 

I I 6 ['ROFESSlOHAL DRIVE WEST MONROE, L.OUISlANA 71291 PHON~ 318.325.2121 TOI L FREE LOUISIANA 1.800.~41.5o20 FAX 3'18.324.'1630 

Independent Auditor's Report oil Compliance With l.aws, Regulations, and Contracts 
HONORABLE FAYE ELKIN FRAIffKLIN PARISH CLERK ()F C()URT Winnsboro. Lxmisiana 1 have audited tire gcne]"al puq)ose financial statements of tire Franklin Parish Clerk Courl as of June 30, 1997, and for tile year then ended, and have issued my rcp lhereon dated October 21, 1997. 
] conducled my audit in accordance wilh generally aeeeple(I audiling stan(la~d~ Govermnent Auditing Standards, issued by tire Comptroller General of lhe Ulfilc( Slales; and tire Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by Ihc Sociely ~1 l,ouisiana Cellified Public Accotmtants and the Louisiana Legislalive Audilor. Tht,,,t slandards and the audit guide require thai I i)lan and perform the audit Io oblail reasonable assurance about whether the general puq~ose financial statements arc Iw, of malerial misstatelUen|. Compliance with laws, regulations, and contracts al)plicable Io the Franklin ]'at i~h Clerk of Corn1, is the responsibility of tire Franklin Parish Clerk of Cotul, mauagemenl. As pa~a of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the gcv,,,.,~al l)Uq)ose financial statemenls arc t]'~x', of malerial misstatement, ] performed les|s o1 lhc Franklin Parish Clerk of Cot,l's coml)liance with cellain provisions of hw.s regulations, and contracts. However, the objeclive of my audit of Ihe general ptup~c financial statements was not 1o provide an opinion on overall compliance wilh stash provisions. Accordingly, I do lrO[ express such an opinion. 
The le, stllls of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required Io b~ reporled m](ler Government AtMit#zg Standards. 
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FRANKLIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, Ixmisiana lndcpcndcnl Audilor's Report on Compliance, etc., June 30. 1997 
This topoi1 is inlcndcd lot thc inlbrmation of the Franklin Parish Clerk of Corn1 lo limil the dislribulion of this report, which is a mailer of public record. 
Wosl MollrOO, I.x)uisiana Oclohcr 21. 1997 
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CERTJF I~ D PUBL IC ACCI)UNTA~T 

MEMBER AMERICAN NSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS SOCIETY OF LOUIISlANA CERTIFIED PU JBLIC ACCOUNTANTS PHACTICE LIMllrED TO GOVERNMEN1 AL ACCOUNTING, AUDITING AND FINANCIAt. RE PORTING 
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Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control Structure 
tIONORABLE FAYE ELKIN FRANKLIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro. Ix)uisiana 
] have audited tile gene]'al puq)ose fillancial statements of tile Franklin Parish Clerk ~,1 Courl as of June 30, 1997, and tor tile year in the then) ended, and have issued n~l\ reporl thereon dated October 21, 1997. ] con(lucled my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing slan(la,d~ Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of ll~c Unitt.~ StalKs; and tile Louisiana GovepTzmental Audit Guide, issued by lhe Socicly t,l l.ouisiana Certifie~ Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Audilor. "l'h~,~,t standards and tile audit guide require that I plan and perfonu the audil to obtail reasonable assurance about whether the general puq+osc financial slalements arc life of material misstatement. 
The management of the Franklin Parish Clerk of Corn1 is responsible for establishi~q, and maintaining an internal control struchlre. In fidfilling this responsibility, estimaw, and judgments by management are required to assess tile expected benefits and i't.~lalu'd costs of internal control stn]cturt~. policies and procexlures. The objectives of :m internal control strtlcltlrc are to provide management with reasonable, but not absohttc assurance that assets ale safeguard~~t against loss from unauthorized use or (lisl)OSiliol~ and dial ll'ansactiolls arc cxcciited ill accordalice with management' s authorizal ion ~]l(I recorded properly to penuil the preparation of general l)urpose financial sl;-|lcnlcnls ill accordance with generally accepted acconnting principles. Because Of inhclt'llt limitations in any internal COlllrol structure, errors or irregularities may ncvcrlht:lt'~., occur and nol be detected. Also, projeclion of any evaluation of the structure to f'uhllc periods is subject to the risk thai procedures may become inadequate because ~1 changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of lhe design and Ol)cration of policit', and procedures may deleriorate. 
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FRANKLIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT Winnsboro, Ix~uisiana h]dcpemlenl Auditor's Report on Internal Conho] Slructurc, June 30. 1997 
Ill planning and perfornling my audil of the general puq~ose financial slalements of lhe Franklin ]'~nli~ Clcrk of Court for the year ended June 30, 1997, I oblained an understanding of 1he internal COllUt slruch~re. Wilh respect 1o the internal control slmclure, I obtained an understanding of the dcsi~n rclcvant policies and l~rocexlures and whether 1hey have been placed in operalion, and ) assessed conic] risk in order 1o dcterini]le my auditing procedures lor 1he puq)ose of exlu'essing my opinion on tile gCllt'l~ l]tuqx~s,: financial statements and no1 lo provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordiu~'l3 I do not express such an opinion. 
My co]lsidcmtion of tile internal control structure would i]ol necessarily disclose all mallets in thc inlcl,~J conh'ol slntcll.nre that might be material weaknesses under slandards established by the American In]slihtl~ of Ccrlified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design ~3 Ol:,cration of onc or more of tile specific inlemal conlrol struclure elemenls does ]]ol reduce 1o a rclali;cl5 low level 1he risk Ihat errors and irregularities in amounts thai would lye malerial in relation lo 1he genc r~, i)urlloSe financial statemenls being audited may occur and not bc dclccled within a timely pcni(id h) cmployces in the normal course of performing 1heir assigned functions. I noted no mallets inw~lvine lh~ internal control stmclure and its operalion 1hal I considered 1(i be malerial weaknesses as dt~l'incd ahm c 
This mpol'l is inlend~l for lhc inforu]ation of the Franklin Parish Clerk of Corm to limit the dislribulion of this report, which is a matter of public record. 

October 21. 1997 
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