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In accordance with Government Auditing Sla3Jd~!rds, we have also issued a report dated Decembcl 73 19!,}7, on our consideration of the Red River Parish Clerk of Court's intenml control structure and reFort dated December 23, 1997, oil its compliance with laws and regulations. 

i ~ x-J~hnson, Thomas & Cumfingham, CPA's --" I)ecember 23, 1997 Natchitoches. Louisiana 



NDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPOR'I 
Jgf .<<'~,..,.a." 4.... f.Yf4') ,~5.g. ~'6. ~.# 

Wc have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Red River Parish Clerk of Courk as oI and fi)l the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996. These financial statements arc tile responsibility of the Clcrk's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion o11 these financial statements based or our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, the standards R firancial and compliance audits contained in Go_vpr!.!mnt/kud_ifiug Standards, issued by the 12.S. Gcneu Accounting Office and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide. Those standards require that we phu and perform the audil to obtain reasonable assurance about whether tim financial stalenlents arc ficu ol material Inisstatement. An audit also includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the aulounls and disclosures in tile financial statements. An audit also iuchldes assessing the accounthu.: principles used and significant estimates made by management, as ",',,ell as evaluating the overall financial stetement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis R~r our opinion. In our opinkm, tim general purpose financial stalements referred to above present fairly, it, all mateniu/ respects, the financial position of the Red River Parish Clerk of Court, Coushatta, l,ouisiana, as of.lunc 30, 1997 and 1996, and tile resulls of its operations for the years then ended, in conformity with general I) accepted accounting principles. 
()ur audit was made tbr the purpose of forming an opinion on the general ptu'posc financial slatelncllI, ta!.:cn as a whole. The accompanying financial information listed as "Schedules" in the table of contell~ is presented for purposes of additional analysis, and is not a required part of the financial statements ol lhc P, ed River l'arish Clerk of Court. Such information has been subjected to tile auditing proccdtuc~. applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements, and in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to such financial statelnelllS taken as a whole. 
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RED RIVER PARISH CLERK OF COURT FINANCIAL REPORT 
Y'EARS ENI)ED .IUNE 30, 1997 AND 1996 

.Jnaer provisions ot state law, this report is a public document. A copy of the report has been submit- ted to the audited, or reviewed, entity and other approl:;riate public officials. The report is available for public inspection al the Baton Rouge office of the Legislative Audi- tor and, where appropriate, at the office of the parish clerk of court l?~l~ase Date FEE~ 0 4 1998 
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COMPIAANCF. RI;PORT BASED ON AN AUDIT OF THE FINANCIAl. STATEMENTS PEI~,FORMEI) IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
Judith W. Huckaby Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta, l.ouisiana 
We have atndited the general purpose financial statements of the Red River Parish Clerk of Corot. Coushatla, l.ouisiana, as of and for the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996, and have issued our repo~~ thereon dated December 23, 1997, We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing staadards, Govermnent Auditing, Standards. issued by the Comptroller General of the United States and tile Louisiana Governmental Aud _GtLids. Those standards require that we plan and perh)rm the audit to obtain reasonable assurance abot whelher tile financial statements being audited are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and granls applicable to the Red River Parish Clerk ol Court is the responsibility of the Clerk's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance abotu whether the aforementioned financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests ot the Clerk's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. However, our objective was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
Tile results of our tests disclosed no instances of' noacompliance that are required to be reported under Governnrent Auditin~ Stand This report is intended for the information of management. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which, upon delivery to the Red River Parish Clerk of Court is a matter ol public record. 

' .f "J'6hnson, Thomas & Cunningham, CPA's December 23, 1997 Natchitoches, Louisiana 



Exhibit G- 1 Page 27 
We noted a certain matter involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider lo hc a reportable condifion under standards established by tile American lnstitule of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in tile design or operation of the internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Clerk's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the general purpose financial statements. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatiw~ly low level the risk that errors or irregularilies in amounts thal would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited ma) occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. 
Our consideration of the internal control structure wotdd not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined abovc. ttowever, we noted the following reportable condition that we believe to be a material weakness. Senaration of Duties The accounting department of the Red River Parish Clerk of Court is too small to allow for a propel separation of duties necessary for strong internal control. However, it is not practicable for the Clerk to add employees to achieve this separation of duties. This condition was considered in determining the nature, timing, and extent of the audit tests to be applied in our audit of the 1997 and 1996 financial statements. "rbis report does not affect our reports on the June 30, 1997 and 1996 financial statements and on the Clerk's compliance with laws and regulations dated December 23, 1997. 

son, Thomas & Cunningham, CPA's d 
December 23, 1997 Natchitoches, l,ouisiana 
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AUDITORS' REPORT ON TIlE INTERNAI~ CONTROL STRUCTURE IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUI)ITING STANI)ARI)S 

Judith W. Iluckaby Red P, iver Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta. l,ouisiana 

Exhillil G I Page 26 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of tim Red River Parish Clerk of Court, Coushalta, Louisiana, as of and for tim years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996, and have issued our report Ihereon dated l)ecember 23, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standaMs, Govcrumen! Audiling ._qla~daiTd~, issued by lhe Comptroller General oflhe United States and the Louisiana Governmental Aud Guide. ]'hose standards require illat we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance abet whelher tile financial statements covered by our reporlt are free of material misstatement. 
The inanagculent of the Red River Parish Clerk of Coun is responsible for establishing and mainiainm~ an inlernal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgmeuts by ulanagement ale required Io assess tile expected benefils and related costs of internal control structure policies allt procedures. Tire objectives of air internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable bul irol absolute, assurance that assels are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition and lhal lransactious are executed in accordance with managenlenl's atithorization and recorded properl3 lo aerirlit the preparatiou of financial statelneuls ill accordance with generally accepted accounlinL principles. Because of inlierent limitations in airy internal control structure, errors or irregularities nla} nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, proiection of any evaluation of the structure to futtm. periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions el thai the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and perlbrming our audit of the aforementioned financial stalemenis of tim Red River Palish Clerk of Court, as of and for the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996, we obtained an understanding el the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures arid whether they have been placed in operation, and v~e assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for tire purpose of expressing out opinion o11 the financial stateulenls and not to provide all opiniou on tile internal control slruclulc Accordingly, we do not express such air opinion. 



COMPLIANCE AN[) INTERNAl, CONTROL 



General Fixed Assets Land Buildings Equipment 

Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta, Louisiana General Fixed Assets Account Group Statement of Changes in General Fixed Assets Year Ended June 30, 1997 

Total General Fixed Assets 
Investment in General Fixed Assets 

See notes to financial statements 

Balance 7:1--96 Additions Deletions $ 0 0 4A5) 5_6 $.4_~.~ $.4_~L?.~ 

$ 0 0 ~3Y $1.191 $1-1_42 

$0 0 
$o $o 

Exhibit 1'-2 Page 24 

Balance 6-30-97 $ o 0 46,103 
$46.10~ $46.103 



General Fixed Assets, at cost Land Buildings Equipment Total General Fixed Assets 

Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushalta. Louisiana General Fixed Assels Account Group Statement of General Fixed Assets June 30, I997 and 1996 

Investment in General Fixed Assets 

See notes to financial statenlenls 

June 30, 1997 
$ 0 0 46,103 $9..6.A 0~ 
$~L6Ag..3_ 

Exhibit l- I Page 23 

June 30~/996 $ o o 
$.,L4,2,5_b 



GENERAL FIXED ASSETS ACCOUNT GROUP To account for general fixed assets owned by the Clerk of Court, and used in the governmental ftmd operations. 



Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushalta, l,ouisiana 
Fiduciary Fund Types-Agency Funds Registry of Court Fund Schedule of Changes in Deposit Balances Years Ended June 30, 1997 and 1996 

Years Ended 6-30-97 6-30-96 
Deposit Balances at Beginning of Years $1,140,243 $1,110,487 Additions: Suits & Successions 
Disbursenlents to l.itigants 
Deposits Balances at End of Years 

See notes to financial stalements 

138,705 49,500 
232.289 19.744 $___..4fi.659 $L140.243 

Page 2 



Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta, 1 ,ouisiana Fiduciary Fund Types-Agency Funds Advance Deposit Fund Schedule of Changes in Deposit Balances Years Ended June 30, 1997 and 1996 

Deposit Balances at Beginning of Year 
Additions: Suits & Successions Sub-Total l)e,:luct ions: Clelk's Costs Paid to General Fund Settlements to Liliganls SheriWs Fees Court Reporters Wimess Fees Altorneys, Curators, Notary Judge's Fund Jurors Olher Costs Total l)eductions Deposits Balances at End of Years 

See notes to financial slatements 

Years En 6-3007 6-30-96 $333,208 $290,790 
D3 0~666 $4__5_62~2474 
$ 47,443 10,267 5,778 0 0 1,740 5,787 0 __SA2828 

122~8880 
$413,670 
$ 51,794 7,523 7,037 0 0 1,412 5,650 0 __7,O46 $ "/_64J4343 $ 80~462 

Exhibit E-2 Page 20 



 

Assets Cash-Checking Accounts hwestnlents-C/D's 
Totals Assets Liabilities Unscttled Deposits Duc to Other Funds Total Liabilities 

See notes to financial slalements 

Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta, 1,ouisiana Fiduciary Fund Types-Agency Funds Combining BMance Sheets June 30, 1997 and 1996 
Advauce D_e~_os~l~u0_d $315,566 8_s~000 $5_0..0.,~ 
$379,831 20~73fi 

Registry of C~rt r~md $41,128 

$46,659 0 

Exhibit E-I Page 19 

6-30-97 6-30-96 
$356,694 $ 301,156 _ 90,5 ?El 1,185,751 $.447.225 $1A86.9~_'L 
$426,490 _20,735 $1,473,451 13.456 $ ~_0_.~,S,.fifi $4.6_~,9__ $.4A2225 $ 2.A.8..~..02 



Agency I:unds.. 
FIDUCIARY F1JND TYPES 

Advance De~_osit l!'unc!-as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, this fund is used to accom for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to tile litigants after a costs have been paid. Registry of C_o_ur_L]!'und-as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, th is fund is used to accouat for funds which have been ordered by the Court lo be held until judgment has been rendered in courl litigation. Withdrawals of the funds can be made only upon order of the Court. 



Red River Parish Clerk of Court Conshatta, Louisiana General Fund Statement of Expenditures-Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual Year Ended June 30, 1997 With Comparative Amounts Fronl Year Ended June 30, 1996 

EXPENDITURES: General Government- Salaries Clerk's Expense Payroll Tax Expeuse Retirement Group Insurance Office Expense Auto Expense Insurance & Bonds Election Expense ()ualifying Fees Marriage Licenses Capital Expenditures 

1997 Variance- Favorable Budget A c_t.ua_l (Uafavorabk9 
$ 90,000 4,372 1,200 9,800 7,000 18,000 1,500 4,500 1,800 6,600 0 _~0Q 

$ 88,082 4,372 1,756 9,733 9,744 14,579 1,446 4,200 1,800 1,320 1,054 1.147 TOTAL EXPENDITURt;S $.[~2_7_7, $J.3_~233 

See notes to financial statements 

$1,918 0 (556) 67 (2,744) 3,421 54 3OO 0 5,280 (1,054) 353 $1+0.32 

1996 Acum 

Exhibit I) 3 Page 17 

$ 84,149 4,372 1,009 9,571 6,460 17,868 769 200 1,800 6,583 0 1.020 $Lt3_.1~ 



REVENUES: Licenses & Permits- Marriage Licenses 

Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta, Louisiana 
General Fund Statement of Revenues-Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual Year Ended June 30, 1997 With Comparative Amounts From Year Ended June 30, 1996 

Charges for Services- Recording Fees Mortgage Certificates Notary Fees Cancellations Certified Copies Criminal Eees Court Attendance Suits & Successions- Advance Deposit Fund Qualifying Fees 
Miscellaneous- Interest Income Miscellaneous 
TOTAL REVENUES 

See notes to financial statements 

997 
Buc!ge_! Actual Variance- Favorable (Unfavorab[e) 1996 Actua 

Exhibit 1)-2 Page 16 

$_ 2~6__0.0_ $__2~8_82_5 $ 225 $ 2,55(! 
$ 40,000 3,000 600 2,100 8,000 11,500 1,600 52,000 5~QQ 

$ 57,121 3,160 683 2,095 9,325 8,936 0 47,443 _ _319_0 

$17,121 160 83 (5) 1,325 (2,564) (1,600) (4,557) (2,310) 

$ 34,737 2,959 613 2,096 7,513 11,407 1,680 51,794 5,655 $124~3(!.0 $1319~_53 $ 76~_53 $118,454 
$ 13,0(10 _11~5_90 $ 10,158 JJ 5~oJ $ 24~5__0_.0_ $__216,~_5_9 $lfilA.0.0 $.L%.432 

$ (2,842) 1 $52 8~41) $5..0.27 
$ 13,302 11,517 $ 24,819 $~ 



Cash in Bank Pelty Cash Revenue Receivables Due form Other Funds Total Assets 
Liabilities- Accounts Payable Bank Overdraft Total Liabilities Fund Balance- Unreserved Deficit Total Liabilities & Fund Balance 

See notes to financial statements 

Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta, Louisiana 
General Fund Balance Sheets June 30, 1997 and 1996 

Liabilities & Fund Balance 

June 30, 1997 
$I 1,596 25 1,368 ~735 $2L_725 
$ 2,456 0 

Exhibit l)-I Page 15 

June 30. 1996 
$ 0 25 5,883 13A56 $19.364 
$ 1,744 3.556 $ 2,456 $ 5,300 

31,268 0 14,064 0 
$LL.72_4. $123~t 



GENERAL FUND '1"o account fol resources traditionally associated with governmental units, which are not requiled to bc accounted for in another ftmd. This fund is usually called the "Salary Fund" by Clerks of Court. 



Cash- Petty Cash Demand Deposits Cenificales of Deposit Tota FDIC Insurance Securities Pledged Total 

Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta, l.ouisiana 
Notes to Financial Statements June 30, 1997 and 1996 
C~ egg_ry 

$ 25 356,694 _ 9 0~55 3J $ 4.4,_7_,25.0 
$0 0 _0 $0 
$0 0 

Carrying Value 
$ 25 356,694 90.531 
$ 190,531 950.056 $1~140.587 

Page 13 



6. l.itigation 

Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushalta, l,ouisiana Notes to Financial Statements June 30. 1997 and 1996 

Page 12 

The Red River Parish Clerk of Court was not a party in ally litigation seeking damages for tire yeats ended June 30, 1997 arrd 1996. 
7. Expenses Paid fLy. the Parish Police Ju Certain expenses of the Clerk's office are paid by the Red River Parish Police Jury. In addilion t~ furnishing the building, where the Clerk's office is located, the Police Jury pays all utility bills, some insurance, and furnishes some of the equipment in the Clerk's office. 8. Related Partff__Trm!sact_ions The Clerk's office had no related party transactions for" the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996 
9. lnterfimd Receivables/Payables The following is a summary of interfund receivables and payables for the year ended June 30, 1997 
Genera I lZund Advance Deposit Fund 

Interfund Receivables 
$20,735 

lnterfund Payables 
$20,735 

Cash and inveshnents are held separately by each of the Clerk's Funds. At June 30, 1997, the Clerk's cash and investments totaled $447,225. Of "the amounts held in commercial banks and savings and loan associations, $190,531 was covered by federal depository insurance. The Clerk's cash and irwestments are categorized below to give an indication of tile level of risk assumed by the Clerk at June 30, 1997. Category 1 includes dash that is held by the Clerk, cash and investments that are iasured or registered, or investments held by tile Clerk of its brokers in thc Clerk's name. Category 2 includes uninsured or unregistered investments for which tile securities arc held by the broker's dealer's trust department or agent in the Clerk's name. Category 3 would inchlde uninsured or unregistered investments for which the securities are held by the broker or dealer, or by its Irust department or agent, but not ill tile Clerk's name. 



Red River l'arish Clerk of Court Coushatta, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements June 30, 1997 and 1996 

Page 

the 36 consecutive or joined months which produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service, and who do not withdraw their employee contributions, may retirc al or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by State statute. Contributions to die System include one-fourth of one per cent (one-half of one per cent for Orleans Parish) of the laxes shown to be collectible by the lax rolls of each parisb. State statute requires covered employees to contribute a percentage of their salaries to the System. As provided b3 Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer's contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The information needed for full disclosure of the Clerk of Court and the retirement system unde GASB Codification Section P20.129 was not available at tile time of this report. t~cases 
Tile Red River Parish Clerk of Court was not a part to any capital leases for tile years ended Junc 3(1 1997 and 1996. 4. General Fixed Assets A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 
General Fixed Assets 

5. Changesin A_ge!kq..y_Ft!!lds 

Balarlce ]_-_1-95 Additions Deletions Balance 6-30-97 
$.4.3_,~_~ $2.167 $0 $~1_0..! 

A summary of changes in the Clerk's agency funds follows 
Deposit balances at beginning of year Additions for year Deductions for year Deposit balances at end of year 

Advance Deposit Fund 
$333,208 123,066 (76,443) SL29_&Lt 

Registry of Coutl Fund 
$ 1,140,243 138,705 (1,232,289) $__..A~Lg. 



D. Budgetary Practices 

Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements June 30, 1997 and 1996 
Page I ( 

Prior 1o the beginniug of each fiscal year, the Red River Parish Clerk of Court adopts a budge for the General Fund for the next fiscal year. A public hearing is held, and notice is published i~ the official journal. The budget is open for public inspection. Each budget amendment is als( published in tile official journal. All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of the fiscal year The budget presented in the financial statements was adopted on a basis consistent with general15 accepted accounting principles. 
E. Investments Investments are stated at cost which approximates nmrket. The investments prcsentcd in thcst financial statcments consist of certificates of deposit. 1:. Total Columns on General Purpose Financial Statements- Total Columns on the general purpose financial statements (combined statements-overview) arc captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present fiuancial position, results of operations, or changes in financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation, luterfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. G. Vacation arid Sick Leave- Employees of the Red River Parish Clelk of Court do uot accrue or "carry forward" vacation or sick leave pay from year to year. As such, there are no accruals made in either the General [:tutd or in a general long-term debt account group for these payments. 2. Pension Plan Substantially all employees of the Red River Parish Clerk's office are members of the Clerks o1 Court Retirement and Relief Fund ("System"), a multiple-employer public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and admiuistered by a separate board of trustees. The total payroll for employees of the Red River Parish Clerk of Court covered by the System for the year ended June 30, 1997 was $88,082. All regular employees earning at least $100 per month and who are under the age of 60 at the time o~ original employment are required to participate in the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly fol lifc, equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each year of credited servicc, not to exceed 100 percent oflhcir final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary ove~ 



Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements June 30, 1997 and 1996 

Page 9 

_A_ge_l!cy__Fuj_g!s - The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court fimds are used to account for asscb, held as an agent for individuals and other parties. Agency funds are custodial in nature, asscb, equal liabilities, and do not involve measuremen! of results of operations. 
Fixed Assets.- ]'he accounting and reporting treatmenl applied to the fixed assets associated with a fired ale determined by its measurement focus. All governmental fund operatkms are accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" measurement focus and only current assets and current liabililies all generally included on 1heir balance sheets. Fixed assets used in the governmental filnd type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Aceounl Group, rather than in the General Fund. General fixed assets provided by the Red River Paris I)olice Jury are not recorded within the General Fixed Assets Accounl Group of the Clerk. Fixed assets are valued at historical costs. No deprecialinn has been provided on general fixed assels. The Red River Parish Clerk of Court has no outstanding long-term obligations The General Fixed Assets Account Group measurement of financial position, and does ant 
C. Basis of Accounting 

s not a "fund". It is concerned only w involve uleasurement of restdts of operations. 
Basis of accounting refers 1o when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts altd reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurement made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The records of '&e C~eTk are mainlained on ~.he modified accrua~ basis of acconnling u/i~izing 1be following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: Revenues-Recordings, cancellations, court attendance, criminal fees, mortgage certificates, notary fees, certified copies, etc., are recmded in the year in which they are earned. Interest income on time deposits is recorded when the lime deposits have matured and the income is available. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. Expenditures-[",xpenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. Salaries are recognized when thcy occtn. Office snpplies are recognized when they are purchased. Capital outlays are recognized whcn the liability is incurred. 



Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements June 3(I. 1997 and 1996 
Summary of Significant Accountinlz Policies 

Pagc 8 

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the l,ouisiana Constitution of 1974, tile Clerk of Court services as tile ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, morlgages and other acts, and shall have other duties and powers provided by law. The Clerk of Court is elected for a term of four years. Rep_oj't i!~ 1 'h_kt i ly_- The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government, (b) organizations for which the primary govermnent is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the prirnar5 government is not accountable, but for which tile nature and significance of their relationship with tile primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting cntity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Conlponent units are legally separate organizations f?, which the elected officials of tile primary government are financially accouutable. In addition. component units can be other organizations for which tile nature and significance of their relationship with tile primary government are such they exclusion would cause tile reporting enlity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. 
Primary. Gov_ert!n!ent- Thc Clerk of Court operates under an elected form of governlnent. As requircd by generalb accepted accounting principles, these financial statelneats present tile Clerk (tile primar3 government). Tile Clerk has no component unils. A. Fund Accounting.- The Accounts of the Clerk of Courl are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity, and accounted for with a set of self- balancing accouuts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures, or expenses, as appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purposes for which they are to be spent and tile means by which spendlug activities are controlled. The various funds are grouped, in the fiuancial statemenls in this report, into two generic fund types as follows: General (_~tht!:y_)ff_".u_nd - The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal fired of the Clerk, and is used to account for the operations of tile Clerk's office The various fees and charges due to tile Clerk's office are accounted for in this fuud. General operating expenditures are paid fi'om this fund. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



Red River Parish Clerk of Court Coushatta, l,oulsiana Stalement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance- Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual General Fund Year Ended June 30, 1997 With Comparative Amount From Year Ended June 30, 1996 

REVENUI'S: Licenses & Pernfils Charges for Services Miscellaneous Total Revenues EXI'ENI)ITUI~,ES: General G overl'lln el)I 

997 
Bu_dggl Ae_tAml $ 2,600 124,300 22~_4 50_Q $ 2,825 131,953 21~659 $151,400 $156,437 
46.272 139.233 xcess (Deficiency) of Revenues over F~xpenditures $ 5,128 $ 17,204 Fund Balance-Beginning of'Years ._ 1_4L064 ._1J~064 und Balance-End ofYears $...]_c2,J,92 $.~J.~2~ 

See llotes Io fiuancial statelnents 

Variance- Favorable ~_U_Iffa vo r a b kk) $ 225 7,653 ~L_~) 

$12,076 0 $J2.,9]~ 

1996 Actual 2,550 18,454 24.819 
$145,823 
133=801 
$ 12,022 
_ 2,042 $_L4,0~4 

Exhibit ( Page ( 



Red River Parish Clerk Coushatta. Louisiana Stalement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance Governmental Fund Type-General Fund Years Ended June 30, 1997 and 1996 
RI'VENUES: Licenses & Permits Charges for Services Miscellaneous Total Revenues I'XPENDITURES: General Government [-xcess of Revenues over I'xpenditures 
Ftmd Balance-Elegimfillg of Years Fund Balance-End of Years 

See notes to financial statemenls 

Years Ended 6-30-97 6-30-96 
$ 2,825 131,953 
$156.437 
139_,2__33 $ 17,204 J3_,064 $_.LI2_(~8 

$ 2,550 118,454 24,819 $145,823 
.1_~0! $ 12,022 ._2,042 $,._14~4 
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Assets Cash ln~estments-C/l)'s Revenue Receivables Due from Other Funds Equipment 

Red River Clerk of Conrt Cousbatla, Louisiana Combined Balance Sheet-All Fund Types and Account Gronp June 30, 1997 and 1996 
Governmental Fund Type General Fund $11,621 0 1,368 20,735 0 
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FiduciaryF_u.~dj'ypes-_Agencv Account Group Totals Advance Registry of General [Memorandum Only) D~_p_o_sjt_l:'und _Cou_rt_nEund Fixed Assets 6-30-97 6-30-96 $315,566 85,000 0 0 Q 
$41.128 5,531 0 0 0 

: 0 0 0 0 
$368,315 $ 301,181 90,531 1,185,751 1,368 5,883 20,735 13,45(, 46,103 44~56 Total Assets $33.724 $~2.0.~fi $46.~5_.9. $~.Q.,3. $527.052 $1.551.29~ Liabilities & Fund E~.uij Liabilities- Accounts Payable Unsettled Deposits Due to Other Funds Bank Overdraft 

$ 2,456 0 0 0 
; 0 379,831 20,735 Q 

0 46,659 0 0 
$ 0 0 0 0 
2,456 $ 1,744 426,490 1,473,451 20,735 13,456 0 3.556 Total Liabilities $ 2,456 $_400~5566 $46.6_S2 $ .0_ $449,681 $1,492,_207 Fund Equity- ]!nvestment in Genera Fixed Assets Fund Balance- Unreserved $ 0 31 268 Tolal Fund Equity $31,268 Total Liabilities & 

$ 0 Q $ 0 
$ 0 0 $ 0 

$46,103 0 $46,10.3_ 
$ 46,103 $ 44,956 31,268 __~Q64 $ 77,371 $__~020 

Fund Equity $~3..,,22d $,t00.56.fi $.4.(h(~9 $46.10,3. $527.052 $1.551.227 

See notes to financial statements. 
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