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Independent Auditor’s Report

LINCOLN PARISH CLLERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of
Court, a component unit of the Lincoln Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1997, and
for the two years then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose
financial statements are the responsibility of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court -
management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these gencral purpos
financial statements based on my audit.

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United
States. Those standards require that 1 plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonatile
assurance about whether the general purposc financial statements are free of matcr)
misstatement.  An aundit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the
amounts and disclosures in the general purpose {inancial statements.  An audit s
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose tinancial statenwent
presentation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion.

In my opinion, the general purposc financial statements present fairly, i all matcrial
respects, the financial position of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court, as of June b
1997, and the results of its operations for the two years then ended, in conformity with
generally accepted accounting principles.

My audit was made for the purposc of forming an opinion on the general purpose
financial statements taken as a whole. The supplemental information schedules i
in the table of contents are presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are nol
a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the Lincoln Parish Cleik
Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applicd n

ol Court.



LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana

Independent Auditor's Report
June 30, 1997

in the audit of the gencral purpose financial statements and, in my opinion, is fairly presented in all
material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole.

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, 1 have also issued reports dated November 7, 190"
on the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court’s; compliance with laws, regulations, and contracts; and my
consideration of the agency’s internal control structure.

Ay

West Monroe, Louisiana
November 7, 1997




GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMEN'TS
(OVERVIEW)
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LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COQURT

Ruston, L.ouisiana

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget
(GAAP Basis) and Actual
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997

REVENUES
1.icenses and permits - marriage
Intergovernmental revenues - state operating grant
[‘'ees, charges, and commissions for services:
Court costs, Tees, and charges
l'ces for recording legal documents
Charges for certified copies
{Charges for use of photocopier
Use of money and property - interest earmmngs
T'otal revenues

LEXPENDITURES
General government - judicial:
Current;
Personal services and related benefits
Opcrating services
Materials and supplies
Travel and other charges
Capita]l outlay
Total expenditures

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES
OVER EXPENDITURES

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR
FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR

The accompanying notes are an infegral part of this stalcment.

BUDGET ACTUAL

Statement B

VARIANCE
FAVORABI t
(UNFAVORARI ||

$5,400 $5,083 ASE
10,800 10,800
248,850 279,213 30.3¢ -
100,000 205,509 15,500
{5,000 14,923 ("
27,600 277,855 BES
20,000 19,624 (37¢;
517,050 563,907 406,85
410,000 410,029 (o)
89,000 86,800 2,20
16,000 13,373 2.6
28,000 27,200 Bk !
1,500 495 LOOS
544 500 S37.897 0,605
(27,450) 26,010 53,461
226,027 226,027 ]
$198.577  $252,037 $53 460




LINCOI.N PARISH CLERK OF COURT

Ruston, l.ouisiana

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL IFUND

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget
(GAAP Basig) and Actual
For the Year Ended June 30, 1996

REVENUES
Licenses and permits - marriage
Intergovernmental revenues ~ state operating grant
Fees, charges, and commissions for services:
Court costs, fees, and charges
Vees for recording legal documents
Charges for certified copies
(Charges for use of photocopier
Usce of money and property - interest earnings
Fotal revenues

EXPENDITURES
General government - judicial:
Current;
Personal services and related benefits
Opcrating services
Materials and supplies
Travel and other charges
Capital outlay
Total expenditures

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES
OVER EXPENDITURES

OTHER FINANCING SOURCE

Sale of fixed assels

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES AND

OTHER SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR
FUND BALANCE AT ENI) OF YEAR

Statemoent ¢

VARIANCL.
FAVORAR] |

BUDGEI ACTUAL  (UNFAVORABL I
$5,000 $5,158 S5
9,000 9,177 ™
225,400 233,375 7,975
155,000 148,530 (6,471
24,000 25,084 |08
21,000 22 728 A
21,000 21,302 300
460,400 465,354 4,400+
380,000 376,018 3,380
100,000 97,907 2,085
(4,000 16,224 (2205
13,000 13,666 (OO
10,000 4,203 5,797
517,000 505,618 8,38
(56,600)  (43,264) 13,330
250 AN
(56,600)  (43,014) 13,581
269,041 _ 269,04] -
$212 441  $226,027 $13.58¢

The accompanying notes are ap integral part of this staiement,

— —




LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Ruston, Lonisiana

Notes to the Financial Statcments
As of and For the Two Years Ended June 30, 1997

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

As provided by Article V, Scction 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of cour
serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages and other acts, and shall
have other duties and powers provided by law. The clerk of court is elected for a term of four years

A. REPORTING ENTITY

As the governming authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Lincoln Parish
Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Lincoln Parish. The financial reporting
entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which
the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for
which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are

stch that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be mislcading
or mcomplete.

Govemmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 cstablishes
criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Lincoln
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria for including a
potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASRB
has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria

imcludes:
1. Appointing a voting majorily of an organization's governing body,
and:

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on
that organization and/or;

b. The potential for the organization (o provide specific
financial benefits to or impose specific financial
burdens on the police jury.,

2. Organizations for which the police jury docs not appoint a voting

majorty but are fiscally dependent on the police jury.

9.




LINCOLN PARISH CI.LERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana
Notes 10 the Financial Statements (Continued)

‘o

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements
would be mislcading 1f data of the organization is not included
because of the nature or significance of the relationship.

Because the police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which the
clerk’s office 18 located, the clerk was determined to be a component unit of the Lincoln
Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial stateinents
present information only on the funds maintained by the clerk and do not present
information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that

governmental umt, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting
entity,

B. FUND ACCOUNTING

The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position
and the results of its operations.  Fund accounting is designed (o demonstrate legal
comphance and 1o aid tinancial management by segregating transactions related to certain
government functions or activities.

A fund 1s a scparate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that
comprises its assets, habilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account
group, on the other hand, 18 a fmancial reporting device designed to provide accountability
for certain assets andl liabilitics (general fixed assets and general long-term debt) that are
not recorded in the "funds” becausc they do not directly affect net expendable available
financial resources. They are concerncd only with the measurement of financial position,
not with the mecasurement of results of operations.

Funds are classificd into three categories; governmental, proprietary, and fiduciary,
Each category, n turn, 18 divided into separate "fund types". Governmental funds are
used to account for a government's general activities, where the focus of attention is on
the providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary funds where the focus of
attention 1s on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held
for others. The clerk of court's current operations require the use of only governmental
and fiduciary funds. The governmental and fiduciary fund types used by the clerk arc
desceribed as follows:

_.]0“




LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana
Notes 1o the Financial Statements (Continued)

Governmental IFund Type - General Fund

The General Fund, as provided by louisiana Revised Statute
137781, is the principal fund of the clerk of court and is used to account for
the operations of the clerk's office. The various fees and charges due to the
clerk's office are accounted for in this fund. General operating
expenditures are paid from this fund.

Fiduciary Fund Type - Agency Funds

The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court agency funds are used
to account for asscts held as an agent for others. Agency funds are custodial

in nature {assets cqual habilitics) and do not involve measurement of results
of opcrations.

C. FIXED ASSETS AND
LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general Tixed asscts) are
accounted for in the gencral fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Fund.
General fixed assets provided by the parish police jury arc recorded in the general fixed
assels account group.  Approximately 96 per cent of fixed assets arc based on actual
historical costs while the remaining 4 per cent are valued at estimated historical costs based
on the actual costs of like items. No depreciation has been provided on gencral fixed
ASSCAS.

Long-terin obligations (compensated absences) expected to be financed from the
General Fund are accounted for 1n the general long-term obligations account group rather
than i the General Fund, Long-term obligations arc recognized as current expenditures
when they are actually paid.

D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

The financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its
measurement focus. Al governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial
resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements for

“11-




LINCOLN PARISH CILERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana
Notes 1o the Financial Statements (Continued)

these funds present increases (i.€., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases
(i.c., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets.

The modified accrual basis of accounting i1s used for reporting all governmental
and fiduciary fund types. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are
recognized when susceptible to accrual (1.e., when they become both measurable and
available). "Mecasurable” means the amount of the transaction can be determined and
"available” means collectible within the current period or soon enough thercafter to be
usced to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of courst uses the following practices
i recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures:

Revenues

Intergovernmental revenuce, recordings, cancellations, court
attendance, criminal costs, and other fees, charges, and commissions for
services are recorded in the year in which they are earned.

Interest income on tune deposits 1s recorded when the time deposits
have matured and the income 1s available.

substantially all other revenues are recognized when received by the
clerk of court.

Based on the above criteria, intergovernmental revenue, recordings,
cancellations, court  attendance, criminal costs, and charges and
commissions for scrvices are treated as susceptible to accrual.

Iixpenditures

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modificd accrual
basis of accounting when the related fund liability 1s incurred.

K. BUDGET PRACTICES

A proposed budget, prepared on the modified accrual basis, 1s published in the
official journal at least ten days prior to a public hearing. The public hearing is held at the
clerk's office during the month of June for comments from taxpayers. The proposed
budget is then legally adopted by the clerk and amended during the year as necessary.
Budgets arc cstablished and controlled by the clerk at the object level of expenditure.

12-




LINCOLN PARISH CI.ERK OF COURT
Ruston, Lowisiana
Notes 10 the Financial Statements (Continued)

Appropriations lapse at year-end and must be reappropriated for the following year 1o be
expended.

Formal budgetary integration is employed as a management control device during
the ycar. Budgeted amounts included in the accompanying financial statement include the
original adopted budget amounts and all subsequent amendments.

| O CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

Under state law, the clerk may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized
under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the
laws of the United States. The clerk may invest in cerfificates and time deposits of state

banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in
Louisiana.

At June 30, 1997, the clerk has cash and cash equivalents (hook balances) totaling
$818,205, as follows:

Demand deposits $486,305
Petty cash 400
Time deposits 331,500

Total $818.205

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law,
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, must be fully secured by federal deposit
msurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of
the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount
on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. The securities are held in the name of the pledging
fiscat agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both partics.
Cash and cash equivalents (bank balances) at June 30, 1997, are sccured as follows:

Bank balances $835,839
Federal deposit insurance $813,899
Pledged sccuritics 978,521

Total $1,792,420

~13-




LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT

Ruston, Louistana

Notes 1o the Financial Statements (Continued)

Because the pledged securities are held by a custodial bank in the name of the fiscal
agent bank rather than in the name of the clerk, they are considered uncollateralized
(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codificatton C20.106; however, Louisiana
Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertisce
and sell the pledged securitics within 10 days of being notified by the clerk that the fiscal
agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. Further, LRS 39:1224 states that
securitics held by a third party shall be deemed to be held in the clerk’s name.

G. VACATION AND SICK LEAVE

All employees of the clerk of court's office earn from t(wo to three weeks of
vacation lcave each year, depending on length of service. All employees of the clerk's
office earn five days of sick leave annually. Vacation leave must be used during the year
carned. Sick leave may be accumulaied up to a maximum of thirty days. Upon
termination of employment, employees are paid for accumulated sick leave at thew current
ratc of pay.

At June 30, 1997, employees had accumulated and vested $5,840 in sick leave
benefits, which is included in gencral long-terin obligations in the accompanying financial
statcments. The cost of leave privileges is recognized as a current year expenditure when
lcave i1s actually taken or when cmployees are paid for accrued sick leave upon separation
of employment,

I1. TOTAL COLUMN ON THE
BALANCE SHEET

The total column on the balance sheet is captioned Memorandum Only (overview)
(0 indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does
not present financial posttion in conformity with gencrally accepted accounting principles,

Neither i1s such data comparable to a consalidation. Interfund chiminations have not heen
made n the aggregation of this data.

RECEIVABLES

The General Fund reccivables of $13,361 at June 30, 1997, are as follows:

-14-




I.LINCOLN PARISH CILERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana
Notes 1o the Financial Statements (Continued)

Class of receivables:
Fees, charges, and commissions for services:

Court courts, fees, and charges $10,650
Court attendance 520
Criminal fees 2,191

Total $13.361

3. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS

A summary of changes in office furnishings and equipment follows:

Balance at July 1, 1995 $129,826
For the year ended June 30, 1996:
Additions 4,203
Deletions (5,128)
For the year ended June 30, 1997:
Additions 5,100
Dcletions (1,768)
Balance at June 30, 1997 $132.233

General fixed assets at July 1, 1995 have been restated to reflect change. The clerk recstablishcd
her inventory listing of fixed assets based on actual physical count, removing those items which had heen
Junked in previous years and not removed from the listing and adding items which had been purchascd
in previous years and not added to the list.  For the year ended June 30, 1997, additions include donations
from the police jury of $4,605 for a typewriter, terminal, keyboard, personal computer, desk. an
extension,

4, PENSION PLAN

Substantially all employees of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court are members of the Louisian:
Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benetn
penston plan administered by a separate board of trustecs.

All regular employces who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment arc required
lo participate in the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited
service are entitled (o a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their finl

-15-




LINCOIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT

Ruston, Louistana
Notes 1o the Financial Statements (Continued)

average salary for cach year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary.
Final-average salary is the employee’s average salary over the 36 consecutive or joincd months that
produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do no
withdraw their employec contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to
their date of termination. The System also provides death and disabiiity benefits. Benefits are established
or amended by state statutce.

The System issues an annual publicly available financial reporst that includes financial statements
and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtamed by writing 1ot
Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite B1, Batan
Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162.

Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 11.0 percent of their annual covered salary
and the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The
current rate is 11.0 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include onc
fourth of one percent (onc-hall of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible hy
the tax rolls of cach parish. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Lincoln Parish Cler.
of Court are established and may be amended by state statute.  As provided by Louwisiana Revised Stawute
i 1:103, the employer contributions arc determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change cach
year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Couri s
contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 1997, 1996, and 1995, were $33,570, $31 .44
and $22,790, respectively, equal (o the required contributions for each year.

S. POST RETIREMENT BENEFITS

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court provides certain health care and life insurance benefits fod
retired employees.  Substantially all of the clerk's employces become eligible for these benefits i the
rcach normal retivement age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirecs and similis
benefits for active employees are provided through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are
paid jointly by the employce and the clerk of court. The clerk of court recognizes the cost of providing
these benefits (the clerk's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when the premiums are due, tor the tw o
years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996, which were $31,015 and $42,795, respectively. Of these amount~.
$4,542 and $4,091 were for rctirce benefits, respectively.

6. CHANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES

A summary of changes in agency fund balances due to others follows:




LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued)

Advance Registry

Deposit of Court
Fund Fund Total
Balance at July |, 1995 $252.,555 $662.626 $915,181
For the year ended June 30, 1996:
Additions 310,123 I,153,848 1,463,971
Deletions (304,253) (960,292) (1,264 ,545)
For the year ended June 30, 1997:
Additions 359,037 739,622 1,098,659
Deletions (349 918) (1,289,437} (1,639,355)
Balance at Junc 30, 1997 $267.544 $306.367 $573.911
7. CHANGES IN COMPENSATED
ABSENCES PAYABLE
Compensated absences payable at July 1, 1995 $4,397
For the year ended June 30, 1996:
Adjustments 419
Additions 3,903
Reductions (5,393)
For the year ended June 30, 1997:
Adjustments 2°70)
Additions 4.415
Reductions (2,171)
Compensated absences payable at June 30, 1997 $5,840

The adjustments to compensated absences are for the change in hourly rates from the begimning:
of the fiscal pertod to the end.

8. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court is not involved in any litigation at June 30, 1997, nor is sh.
aware of any unasserted claims.

_17-




LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana
Notcs to the Financial Statements (Continued)

9. EXPENDITURES OF THE CLERK OF COURT
PAID BY TIHE PARISH POLICE JURY

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's office 15 located in the parish courthousc. The cost of
maintaiming and operating the courthouse, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4715, is paid by
the Lincoln Parish Police Jury.

-18-




SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES
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LINCOLN PARISH CIL.LERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES
As of and for the Two Years Ended June 30, 1997

FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS

ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for
advance deposits on suits filed by litigants, The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs
have been paid.

REGISTRY OF COURT FUND
The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for fun.:

which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been rendered in court litigation.
Withdrawals of the funds can be made only upon order of the court.

20-




Schedule |
[LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT

Ruston, Louistana
FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS

Combining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1997

ADVANCE REGISTRY
DEPOSIT  OF COUR'T

FUND FUND  TOTAI
ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents $207,544 $306,367  $573.91;
ILIABILITIES
Unsettled deposits due to others $267.544 $306,367  $573.91 .

D1-
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Schedule 2
LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana
FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS

Combining Schedule of Changes in
Unsettled Deposits Due to Others
For the Year Ended hune 30, 1997

ADVANCE REGISTRY
DEPOSYT  OF COURT

FUND FUND TOTAL
UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT JUNE 30, 1996 $258.,425 $856,182  $1,.114.607
ADDITIONS
Deposiy - suits and successions 359,037 715,571 1.074.00x
Interest carned on mmvestments 24,051 Zfla(li’i .
Total additions 359,037 739,622 1,098,065
Toal 617,462 1,595,804 2,213,700
REDUCTIONS
Clerk’s costs (transferred to General Fund) 180,167 18016
Scitlements to litigants 77,941 1,289,437 |,367,37N
Appraiser, curators, and kecpers 2,330 2330
Stenographer’s fees 6,222 (.22
Shenff’s fees 42.642 42 64
Other fees 1,772 7.7
Other reductions 32,844 32,844
Total reductions 349,918 1,289,437 1,639,355
UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT JUNE 30, 1997 $267,544 $3006,367 3573911 ;:
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Schedole 2
LLINCOLN PARISH CLLERK OF COURT

Ruston, l.ouisiana
FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS

Combining Schedule of Changes in
Unsettled Deposiis Due to Others
For the Year Ended June 30, 1996

ADVANCE REGISTRY
DEPOSIT O COURT

FUND FUND TOTAL
UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT JUNE 30, 1995 $252.555 $602.,626 $915,181
ADDITIONS
Deposits - sults and successions 310,123 [, 124,788 [.434 91|
Interest earned on investments 29,060 29,0011
Total additions 310,123 1,153,848 _ 1.463.971
Total 562,678 1,816,474 2,379,158
REDUCTIONS
Clerk’s costs (transferred to General FFund) 159,109 |59, 1
Settlements (o litigants 64,524 959,805 1,024, 32+
Appraiser, curators, and keepers 4,480 4. 480
Stenographer’s fees 6,928 (U2~
Sherift’s fees 34,183 34 IR
Other fees 5.427 § 47
Other reductions 29,602 487 30,08
Total reductions 304,253 960,292 1,204,594~
UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT JUNE 30, 1996 $258.425 $856,182  $1.114.060:
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Independent Auditor's Reports Required
by Government Auditing Standards

The following independent auditor's reports on compliance with laws, regulations, and contra («
and internal control structure are presented in compliance with the requirements of Govermment Auditin,
Standards, 1ssued by the Comptroller General of the United States and the Louisiana Governmenial Au:i

Guide, 1ssued by the Society of Louistana Certificd Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislati ¢
Auditor.

24-




VERNON}

(OON—

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCIDIUNTANT

MEMBER AMERICAN
INSTITUTE OF CEFRTIFIED

PupLIC ACCOUNTANTS

SOCIETY OF LOUVISIANA
CERTIFIED PUFRLIC

ACCOUNTANTS

PRACTICE LLIMITIEED TO

COVERNMENTAL

ACCOUNTING, AUDITING

ARD FINANCIAL REPORTING

116 PROFESSIONAL DRIVE,
WEST MoNRCOIZ,
LoulsianNA 71291
FPHONE 318.325.2121
ToOLL FREE LOUISIANA
1.800.541.5020

Fax 2318.,324.1630

Independent Auditor's Report on
Compliance with Laws, Regulations, and Contracts

LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of
Court, a component unit of the Lincoln Parish Police Jury, as of Junc 30, 1997, und
for the two years then ended, and have issued my rceport thereon dated November
1997,

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standard~
Government Auditing Standards, issucd by the Comptroler General of the United
States and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, 1ssued by the Society of Louisian.
Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Those standards
and the andit gurde require that 1 plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonablc
assurance about whether the gencral purpose financial statcments are free of material
misstatement.

Compliance with laws, regulations, and contracts applicable to the Lincoln Pansh
Clerk of Court, 1s the responsibility of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court s
management,  As part ol obtaining rcasonable assurance about whether the gencral
purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, 1 performed tests of the
Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's compliance with certain provisions of  Taws
regulations, and contracts. However, the objective of my audit of the gencral purposc
fimancial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such
provisions, Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion.

The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to b
reported under Government Auditing Standards.




LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana

Independent Auditor's Report
on Comphance. etc.,

June 30, 1997

This report s intended for the use of management of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court. This is 1
imtended to Timit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record.

Py

West Monroe, Louisiana
November 7, 1997
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

MEMBER NMERICAN
INSTITUTE oF CERTIFIED

PupLIC ACCOUNTANTS

SOCIETY OF LOUISIARNA
CERTIFIED PUELIC

ACCOUNTANTS

PRACTICE LIMITED TO
GOVERNMENT AL
ACCOUNTING, AUDITING

AND FINANCIAL REPORTING

116 PROFESSICHNAL DRIVE,
WEST MOoNROE,
LouisiaAnAa 712919
PHONE 218.325.2121
TolL FREE LOUISIANA
1.800.541.5020
Fax 318.324.1630

Independent Auditor's Report
on Internal Control Structure

LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of
Court, a component unit of the Lincoln Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1997, and
for the two years then ended and have 1ssued my report thercon dated November 7

1997.

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the Unite
States. Those standards require that 1 plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are frec of maternl
misstatement.

The management of Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court is responsible for establishing and
maintaining an intermal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and

judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs

of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an mteimnal
control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute,
assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition.
and thaf transactions arc executed in accordance with management's authorization and
recorded properly to permit the preparation of general purpose financial statements o
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.  Because of inheren
limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless
occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to futurc
periods 1s subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of
changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies
and procedures may deteriorate.

In planning and performing my audit of the general purpose {inancial statements of the
Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court for the two years ended June 30, 19971 obtained an
understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal contr)
structure, I obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedure
and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assesscd control risk m orde
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LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Ruston, Louisiana

Independent Auditor’s Report on
Internal Control Structure,

June 30, 1997

to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the gencral purposc
financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internat control structure. Accordmgly, T d:
not express such an opinion.

My consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters n the intern.d
control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards estabhshed by the American Institu
of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness 18 a reportable condition 1n which the design o
operation of onc or more of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively
fow level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation 10 the general
purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by
employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. I noted no matters involving the
intcrnal control structure and its operation that I considered 10 be material weaknesses as defined abov o

This report is intended for the use of management of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court. This 1s no
intended 1o himit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of pubhic record.

,/”J/ﬁ'-"—-\__

West Monroe, Louisiana
November 7, 1997

8-



