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Indepe.dent A.ditor's Report 

IJN COLN PARISH CLERK ()F COU RT 
RIISIOI1, Louisiana 

I have audited  tile general I)uq)ose financial statem ents of the Lincoln Parish CIt+tt ~,~ 
Cotnl, a component unit of the Lincoln Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1997, m~,l 
for the two years Ihen ended, as listed in Ihe table of conic,is. These general purl,,,~, 
financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Con rt , 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general pnrl,,,~ 
financial statem ents based on m y audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally acccllted auditing standards ;m, 
GoverHment Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General <11" the U nih', 
States. Those standards r~xluirc thai I plan and perform the audit lo obtain reastm~d,l~ 
asslLirancc about w hether the general ptlrpose financial slatelnenls arc frc, e of IIl~llCIt;I 
m isslatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence snl)poriin~: Ih~ 
alnonlllS and disclosures in tile general puq)ose financial statem ents. An an(Ill ~:1~,, 
includes assessing the accounting priociples used  and significant estim ates m ade +,\ 
m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall general puq)ose financial statcnt~n 
presentation. I believe thai m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion]. 

In m y opinion, tile general iluq)ose financial statem ents present fairly, in all m ale: 
respects, the financial position of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 
1997, and the results of its opel~tlions for the two years then ended, in conform ity ~ 
geHerally accepted acc:onnling principles. 

M y audit was m ade for tile pnq)ose of form ing an ol)inion on the general pnrl,,'~ 
financial statements taken as a whole. Tile supl)lem ental inlorm alion sche(Inlcs li',h' 
in the table of contents are presenlexl for the pnq)ose of additional analysis and alt~ t,t 
a IZX, luired  part of the general pnq)ose financial statem ents of tile Lincoln Parish ('1~'~ 

of Cot,/. Such information has hc, eo sut~iected to tile auditing proced ures applied i 
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L1NCOI,N I'ARISLI CLERK O F COU RT 
Ruston, l.ouisiana 

G O V ERN M ENTAl, FU N D TYPE - G EN ERA L FUN I) 

Slalem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budgel 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For Ihe Year Ended June 30, 1997 

RI';VENUES 
I .icenses and permits - m arriage 
]nlelgovernlllental revelll.leS - slate operating gl'allt 
lrees, Chal'ge.s, and con/llliSSiOns for services: 
(~Otll+l costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal documents 
('barges for certified copies 
C harges for use of photocopier 

'~se of m oney and prol~ea'~.y - interest earnings 
']'ola] feventleS 

I,;X ]'EN I)ITI.IRES 

General government - judiciak 
( ~l.llTt~[ll: 
Personal services and related benefits 

Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel alK] olher charges 

Capil~d outlay 
'f~.al expe.ndi~.ur es 

FXCESS (])eflciency) OF RIgVE.NUES 
( )VI~;R EXIq~NI)ITURFS 

FUNI) BALANCE AT BEG INNING O F ~tq~AR 

FUN1) BALANCE AT END O F YEAR 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

7 

BUI)GET ACTUAl 

$5,400 
10,800 

248,85(I 
190,000 
15,000 
27,000 
20,000 
517.050 

410,0(10 
89,000 
16,000 
28,000 
1,500 

544.500 

$5,983 
10,800 

279,213 
205,509 
14,923 
2"7,855 
19,624 
563,907 

41(I,029 
86,800 
13,373 
27,200 

495 
537.897 

VA RIA N(?E 
FAVO RABI 

~UNFAVORAII 

30. ?t ' 
15,5(tn 

C : 
85', 

46.85 

(2 
2,2(~ 

2,~C' 

1.00 

(27,450) 26,010 53.4f 

226.027 226,027 

$198,577 _$~ _52,037 =--  
~53~4( 



 

LINCO1,N PAR1Stt C I~ RK O F CO URT 
Ruston, l ,ouisiana 

(iOVERNM ENTA1, FUND TYPE - (;ENERAL FUNI) 

Stalelllent of Revelltles, Expendiltlres, alld 
Changes in Fund l~alance - }3udget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
I7ol~ tile Year Ended June 30, 1996 

II.|';VI';NUES 
l Jcense,q and pgflYlilS - inarl'iagt', 
hllel'gO\'ernlyJental levellues - slate operating grant 
Fees, charges, alld com m issions for services: 
Cotlrl costs, fees, and eharges 
Fees for recording legal documents 
Charges for certified copies 
Char~es for use of photocopier 

IJse of m oney and property - interest earnings 
Wola] revelltleS 

EX I~I,'NI )III'URII'S 

General gwermnenl - judicial: 
(!!ll'fenl: 
I'ersonal services and related benefits 

O perating services 

M aterials a~d supplies 
Travel and ol]lef charges 

Capital outlay 
Total expenditures 

]"XCESS (l)eficiency) OF REVENUES 
O VI,'R I~XI'ENI)rI'UR1,;S 

()'rlll~R ],'INANCING SOIJRCE 
Sale of fixed assets 

I,;XCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES AND 
O'I'III,~R SOURCES OVIr~R EXPENI)ITURES 

I,'UNI) I~ALANCE AT BEGINNING O F YEAR 

I,I)NI) BAI,ANCE AT END O F YEAR 

'he acfolnpanyill~; iholes art.! all integral part of this stalell]en 

BUI)(;ET AC'FUA 

$5,000 
9,00(I 

225,400 
155,000 
24,000 
21,000 
21,1300 
460.400 

380,000 
100,000 
14,000 
13,1700 
10,000 

5]7,000 

$5,158 
9,177 

233,375 
148,530 
25,084 
22,728 
2 1,302 
465.354 

376,618 
97,907 
16,224 
13,666 

203 
50~.618 

Slatenlent ( 

VA RIAN('I 
FAVO I',AIII 

([INFAVORAI~ 

$155 

7,t)"i, 

IjIL; 
1,72'~ 

4.05-; 

(223; 
({~,~ 
5,7~); 

(56,600) (43,264) 13,~~ 

250 25 

(56,600) (43,014) 13,5~ 

269.041 269.041 

$212,441 $22(,,027 __  $13~8 



LIN CO LN PA RISH CLERK OF CO U RT 

Rust(m , Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem enls 
A s of and For tile Two Years Ended June 30. 1997 

SUM M AR Y O F SIGN IFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G P()LICIES 

A s l)rovided by A rticle V , Section 28 of tile Ixxlisiana Constitution of 1974, tile clerk o! COl 
serves as the ex-officio notary I)ublic, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acls, and sh. 
have olher duties and powers provided by law . The clerk of court is elected for a term of four ycm , 

A . R EPO R TIN (; EN TITY 

A s the govern ing authority of the parish, for reporling puq)oses, the Lincoln Parish 
Police Jury is tile financial reporling entily for Lincoln Parish. The financial repolling 

entity consists of(a)theprimary government (i)olicejury), (1)) organizations for which 
lhe primary governmen! is financially accountable, and (c)other organizations for 
which tile nature and significance of their relationship with the prim ary governm ent are 
such thai exclusioll would cause the reporting enlity's financial statem ents to be m isleading 
or incom plete. 

Govemn~cntal Accomlting Standards I~oard (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes 
crilcria fol (letcrm ining which com ponent unils should bc considered part of the Lincoln 
Parish Police ~lury for financial leportiug ptuposes. The basic criteria for including a 
potential c,.~mpon~'tt unit w ithin the relx-~rtil'~g entity is fina~lcial accouutability. Tile G ASP, 
has set fotlh crileria to be considertyl in determining financial accountabilily. This criteria 
includes: 

2 

Appointing a voting majorily of an organization's governing body 
and; 

It 

The ability of tile police jury to iml)ose its will on 
Ihal organizalion and/or; 

The l)otenlial for the organizalion to provide specific 
financial benefits to or impose specific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which tile police jury does not appoint a voting 
majorily but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

9 



LINCOLN PARISH C1.ERK OF COU RT 
Ruslon, Lotfisiana 

Notes ~o tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

O rganizations for which the reporting entity financial slalem enls 
would be m isleading if data of the organization is not included 
because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury maintains and operates tile parish courthouse ill which tile 
clerk's office is located, lhe clerk was deternfined to be a com ponent unit of the Lincoln 
Parish Police Jtlry, the financial reporting entily. The accom panying financial statemenls 
present inform ation only on the fimds m aintain~xI by the clerk and do not prcsenl 

information on the police jury, the gene~d govermncnt services provkled by Iha! 
governlnental unit, or the other governm ental units that com prise the financial repmling 
entity. 

FITND A CCO UN TIN G 

The clerk of court uses funds and accounl groups Go reporl on its financial posilion 
and ll~e restdls of ils operaGions. Fund accounting is designed to dem onslrate legal 

compliance and lo aid financial m anagement by segregating transactions related to certain 
governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entily w iGh a self-balancing set of accounts thal 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equily, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on file olher hand, is a financial reporting device designexl Go provide accountability 
for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term debt) thaG are. 
not recorded in tile "timds" because they do not dir(x:tly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They arc concernt~l only with the m easurement of financial posilion

, 

not w ith the m casm'em ent of reStllts Of operalions. 

Funds are c.lassified into three categories; gevernlnental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn, is dividexl into separate "fired types". Governm ental lim ds are 
ustxl to account for a governm ent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on 
|he providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary fimds where the focus of 
attention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary fimds are used to account for assets hckl 
for others. The clerk of court's current opel~alions require the use of only governm enlal 
and fiduciary fi,nds. The governm ental and fiduciary fired types used by the clerk arc 
described as follow s: 

10- 



LIN COLN PA RISH CLERK OF COU RT 

RIJslon, Louisiana 

Notc, s lo the Financial Statements (Continued) 

G overnnhental l~hm d Type - G eneral Fund 

TIIc General Fund, as provided by ]~)uisiana Revised Statute 
13:781, is the principal fund of lhe clerk of court and is used to account for 
the opelalions of die clerk's offi ce. The various fees and charges due to the 
clerk's offi ce are accounleA for in this fired. General operating 
expenditures are paid from this fired. 

Fiduciary I~Sund Type - Agency l~m ds 

The Advance Deposit and Resist ry of Court agency fimds are ustxt 
to accounl for assets held as an agen! for others. Agency funds are custodial 

ill nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results 
of operations. 

FIX ED ASSETS AND 

LO N G -TI~]RM  O BLIG A TIO N S 

Fixed asse, ts used in governmenlal ftlnd type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounlc, d for in the general fixed assets accotmt group, rather than in the General Fund. 

General fixed assets provideA by the parish police jury are recorded in the general fixed 
assets account group. Approximately 96 per cent of fixed assels arc based on actual 
historical costs while lhe remaining 4 per cent are valuexl at estim ated historical costs based 
on the actual costs of like item s. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets. 

Long-term obligations (compensated absences) expected to be financed from tile 
General Fund are accotml~t for in lhe general Iong-lenn obligalions account group rather 
than in the General Fund. Ix~ng-lerm obligalions are recognized as era'rent expenditures 
when they are actually paid. 

1). ]~,ASIS O F A CCO UN TIN G 

The financial reporling treatm ent applied to a fired is determ ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. All governm enlal funds are accounted for using a current final~cial 
rcsotlrccs iYleasllrdlllent foctlS. W ith this m easurelllenl YOCtlS, ()lily ciirrent assets and 
current liabililies generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements for 



IJNCOLN PARIS]t CI,ERK OF COU RT 
Ruston, Ixm isiana 

Notes m the Financial Statements (Conlinued) 

these finials preso, nt increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in he! current asscls. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is usc41 for repoJling all governm ental 
and fiduciary fund types. U nder tile m odifiecl accrual basis of accounting, revenues are 

recognized when susceplible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). "M ea surable" means tile amotmt of lhe transaction can be determined and 
"available" m~;ans colleclible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to bc 
usocl to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of courl uses the tbllow ing practicc~s 
in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 

Revenll es 

Inlergovenm lental re.venue, recordings, cancellations, courl 
attendance, crim inal costs, and other fees, charges, and colnm issions for 
services arc recorded in tile year in which lhey are earned. 

lnterest income on lime deposits is recorded when the liJne deposits 
have m atured and the incom e is available. 

Subsr, antially all olher reventles are recognize*l when received by the 
clerk of court. 

Ba.sed on tile above criteria, in{ergovem llle~l{al revenue, recordings, 
cancellations, courl altendallcc, cri]ninal costs, and charges and 
com m issions for services arc trealed as susceptible to accrual. 

Expend it u re,,; 

Expenditures are generally recognized under tile m odified accrua 
basis of accounting w hen lhe related fired liabilily is incurred. 

E. BUD G ET PR ACTICES 

A proposed budget, prepared on the m odifiexl accrual basis, is i)ulllished in the 
official jounlal at least Iell days prior to a public hearing. The public hea ring is held at the 
clerk's office durhlg the month of June for com menls from taxpayers. The proposed 
budget is then legally adopted by tile clerk and am ended during lhe year as necessary. 

Budgets arc eslaMished and controlled by file clerk al lhe object level of expenditure. 



LINCOLN PARIStt CLERK OF COU RT 
Ruslo]~, Ix)uisiana 

Notes lo the Financial Slatemenls (Continued) 

Approl~rialions lapse at year end and m ust be reappropriated for lhe follow ing year to be 
expended. 

Ik~nnal budgelary integration is em ployed as a m anagem ent conlrol device during 
the ycar. Budgetegl amounts included in the. accom panying financial statem ent include lhe 
original adopted budget am ounts and all subsequent am endm ents. 

CASII AND CASH EQUIVAI,ENTS 

Under state law , the clerk m ay deposit ftmds wilhin a fiscal agent bank organized 
under lhe law s of Ihe Slate of Louisiana, the law s of any other state in the tm ion

, or the 
laws of the U nited States. The clerk m ay invest in certificates and tim e deposits of state 
banks organized under Lotfisiana law and nalional banks having principal offices in 
lxm isiana. 

AI June 30, 1997, the clerk has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 
$818,205, as follows: 

D em and deposits 
Petty cash 
Tim e deposits 

Tola 

$486,305 
400 

331,500 

These deposits are stated al cost, which approxim ates m arket. U nder stale law , 

these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be fldly securexl by federal deposil 
insurance or the pledge of securities ownc~l by lhe fiscal agenl bank. The m arket value of 
tile plezlgezl sex:urilies plus the federal del~ sit insurance nlusI at all tim es equal Ihe am ount 
on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. The securities are held in lhe nam e of the plcxlging 
fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m ulually acceplable Io both parlies. 

Cash and cash t~luivalents (bank balances) at June 30, 1997, are securexl as follows: 

Bank balances 

Federal deposit insurance 
Pledged s~ urities 

Tota 

--13 

_ .$835,839 

$813,899 
978.521 



LINCOLN PA RISH CLERK OF COURT 
R uslon, Louisiana 

Noles Io the Financial Statements (Conlinuexl) 

Btx:ause the pledged securities are held by a custodial bank ill tile nanle of tile fiscal 
agelll bank rather lhan ill tile nam e of lhe clerk, they are considered uncollaleralized 

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codificalion C20.106; however, Louisiana 
Revised Slalule 39:1229 im poses a slalutory requirement on tile custodial bank Io adverlise 
and sell lhe 1)ledg~l securities within 10 days of being notified by tile c:lerk lhal tile fiscal 
agenl has failed to pay deposiled fim ds upon dem and. Further, LRS 39:1224 stales thai 
securities held by a third pally shall be deem ed to be held in the clerk's nam e. 

(;. VACATION AN]) SICK LEAVE 

A ll em l)loyees of tile clerk of courl's office earn fi'om lwo to three weeks of 
vacation leave each year, depending on length of service. All em ployees of the clerk's 
office ~ rn five days of sick leave annually. V acalion leave m ust bc used dtnring tile year 
earned. Sick leave m ay be accunm laled up 1o a m axim um of lhirly clays. U pon 
term ination of em ployment, employees are paid for accum ulated sick leave at their current 
rale of pay. 

At Julle 2t0, 1997, employees had accumulated and vested $5,840 ill sick leave 
benefits, which is included in general long-term obligations in the accom panying financial 
slalell)enls. The cost of leave privileges is reco';;nizcd as a CllrrenI yea)' expenditure W hel) 
It~r~c is aclually taken or when employees arc paid for accrued sick leave upon separation 
of em ploylnenl. 

11. TO TAl~ C()LIIM N ON TIlE 
BALAN CE SH EET 

The total cohmm on lhe balm'tee sheet is captioned M emorandun'E Only (overview) 
Io indicale thai il is i)resenlexl only to facilitale financial analysis. D ata in Ihis colum n does 
nol present financial l)osition in confom fity wilh generally accepted accounting prineil)les, 
Ncithcr is such data com parable to a consolidation. Interfnnd elim inations have not bccn 
made in lhc aggre gation of lhis data. 

RECEIVA BLES 

']'lie General Fund receivables of $13,361 al June 30, 1997, are as follows 



LINCOLN PARISH CI.ERK OF COU RT 
Rust(m , Louisiana 

Notes lo tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

Class Qf.f rrz:cLv'ahl~ : 
Fee s, charges, and com m issions for services 
Corn1 corals, fees, and charges 
Couri attendance 
C rim inal fees 

Tola 

CItAN (;ES IN G ENER AL FIX ED A SSETS 

A sulnm ary of changes in office furnishings and equipm ent follow s 

Balance al July 1, 1995 
For lhc year ended June 30, 1996 
Addilions 
D elelions 

For lhe year ended June 30, 1997 
A ddilions 
D eletions 

Balance at June 30, 1997 

$10,65(I 
520 

2.191 

$129.826 

4,203 

(5,128) 

5,100 

(1,768~ 

$132,233 

Genera l fixexl asse~.s a! July 1, 1995 have been restated Io reflect change. Tile clerk rtx~slablisllcd 
her inwy.nlory listing of fixexl assels basexl on actual i)hysical count

, rem oving those item s w hich had Iwct, 
junked in previous years and not removed from the listing and adding items which had been purchased 
in previous years and not added 1o Ihc lisl. For file year ended June 30, 1997, additions include donati(,m. 
from Ihc police jury of $4,605 for a lypewriler, terlninal, keyboalzl, personal comptfler, desk, arid 
cxtension. 

4. PEN SIO N PLAN 

Substanlially all employees of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Courl are m em bers of lhe Louisial 

Clerks of Courl Relirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multil)le--employcr defined bcnc 
pension plan adm inislcred by a separate board of Iruslees. 

All rcgtflar employees who are trader tile age of 60 al the lime of original employm ent arc re(luilt 
to parlicipale in the System . Em ployees who retire al or after age 55 w ilh al leasl 12 years of crcdilt 
service are entilled to a retirem ent benefil, payable m onthly for life

, exlual to 3 percent of lheir fin., 



LIN CO I,N PA RISH C LERK OF CO U RT 

Ruslon, IA)uisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

avet~ge salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salat 5 

Final-average salary is Ihe employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive o1" joined months ill, 
produce the highes! average. Em ployees who term inate w ith at least 12 years of service and do n, 
w ithdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued I 
fneir dale of lem finalion. The Syslem also provides death and disabilily benefits. P, enefits are establ~,,Iw 
el" ~-ilnellde(I by stale statllte. 

The System issues an annual publicly awtilable financial report that includes financial statem t_mt, 
and required suf, plem erdary inform ation for the System . Thal reporl m ay be obtained by w riling to lit:. 
Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e Avenue, Suite B I, ][:~al,u~ 

Rouge, Louisiana 711816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Plan mem bers are requirezl by state statute to contribute 11.0 percent of their annual covered sala~ 3, 
and the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. ']'lw 

current rate is 11.0 perceIlt of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include ~m~ 

fourlh of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown Go be eolleeliblt~ h, 
tile tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirements of plan m elnbers and the Lincoln Parish CIc~ L 
of Court are establislwxl and m ay be am ended by state statute. A s providexl by I~ uisiana Revised Slaltll,' 

1 I : 103, Ihe employer contributions arc determined by actuarial valuation and are sul~jecl to change ca, h 
yt~lr bast~l on the results of the valuation for lhe prior fiscal year. The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Corm ', 
contributions to the Syslem for the years ending June 30, 1997, 1996, and 1995, were $33,570, $31,4,1~,. 
and $22,790, respeetively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

5. PO ST R ETIR EM EN T BEN EFITS 

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court provides certain health care and life insurance benefits I,,T 
rc.lirczl em ployees. Subslanlially all of the clerk's em ployees becom e eligible for these benefits if thcl, 
rt~lch normal relircm ent age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirees and sim il H 
benefits for active employees are provided through art insurance eonlpany w hose m onthly prenfium s ~11~ 

paid jointly by tile employee and the clerk of court. The clerk of court recognizes the eosl of pro,,idi.: 
these benefits (tile clerk's cost of premiums) as an expendilure when the premiunls are due, lbr the Iv., 
yt:ars ended June 30, 1997 and 1996, which were $51,015 and $42,795, respectively. Of these amotml, 
$4,542 and $4,091 were for retiree benefits, respectively. 

('flAN G ES IN AG EN CY FU ND BALANCES 

A sun'unary of changes in agency fund balances due Go others follow s 
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LINCO LN PARISH CLERK ()F COU RT 
Ruslon, Louisiana 

Notes lo lhe Financial Statements (Continued) 

:Balance at July i., 1995 
For Ihe year ended June 30, 1996 
Additions 
D eletions 

For Ihe year ended June 30, 1997 
Additions 
D eletions 

Balance al June 30, 1997 

CIIAN G ES 1N  CO M PEN SA TEI) 
AI~,SEN (~'ES PAY ABLE 

Com pensated absences payable at July 1, 1995 
For Ihe year ended June 30, 1996: 

Adjustments 
Addilions 
Reduclions 

For the year ended June 3(I, 1997: 

Adjustments 
Additions 
Reductions 

Com pensated absences payable at Jtm e 30, 1997 

A dvance Registry 
D eposit of CouJa 
Fum l Fund Tota 

$252,555 $662,626 $915,181 

310,123 

(304,253) 
1,153,848 

(960,292) 
1,463,971 

(1,264,5451 

359,037 739,622 1 ,(198,659 

_C349~918) (1,289,437) (1,639,~  

$267,544 _~_306,367 $573,911 

$4,397 

419 
3,9(13 

(5,393) 

270 
4,415 

(2,17!~ 

$5,840_ 

The adjustments to compensate~l absences are for tile change in hourly rates from lhe beg 
of the fiscal period 1o the end. 

LITIG ATIO N AND CLAIM S 

'the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Corn 1 is not involved in any litigation at June 30 

aware, of any unasse~led claim s. 
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LINCOLN PARISH CLfiiRK OF COU RT 
Rusl,an, Louisiana 

Notes 1o file Financial Slalements (Continued) 

9 I,.~XI'ENI)ITURI~;S O F TIlE CLER K O F CO UR T 
PAll) BY TIlE PAR ISH I'O LICE JUR Y 

Thc Lincoln Parish Clerk of Courl's office is loc.aled in tile parish counlhousc. Tile cosl ,,I 
m ainlaining and Ol)eraling Ihc cour(house, as required by Louisiana Revised Slalule 33:4715, is paid h, 
Ihe Lincoln Parish Police, Jury. 
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SUPPLEM EN TAL INFO RM ATIO N SCIIEI)UI.ES 



 

LIN COLN PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Ruslon, Louisiana 

SU PPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION SCH EDU LES 
A s of and for lhe Two Years Ended June 30. 1997 

FII)U CIA RY FU N [) TYPE - A GEN CY FU N D S 

AI)VAN CE I)EI)O SIT I,'1~ 1) 

Thc Advance D eposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts h,w 
advance deposits on suils filed by litiganls. Tile advances arc rcfim dable to lhe liligants after all co,I, 
have been paid. 

R EG ISTR Y O F CO UR T FUND 

The Registry of Court Fund, as providexl by Ix)uisiana Revised Slalule 13:475, accounls for ftm ~ 

which have been ordclcd by lhe court to be held unlil judgement has been rendered in courl litigaliot 
W ithdrawals of Ihe flm ds can be m ade only upon order of the court. 
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ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalenls 

I,IABII,ITIFS 
Unsettled deposits due tO others 

LINCO LN PA RISH C I,ERK ()F CO U RT 
Ruston, I~ouisiana 

FII)UC IA RY FUN D TYPE - AG F, NC Y FUN D S 

Combining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1997 

AI)VANCE 
I)EI~OSIT 
FU N D 

RI';G ISTRY 
O F CO I3 R'I 

FUN I) 

$267,544 $306,367_  $57.~)1 

$57.~2J 



 

LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF CO URT 
Ruslon, Louisiana 

FI1)UC IARY FlJN 1) TY P[, - AG ENCY FUN D S 

( ombining Schedule of Changes in 
U nsettled Deposils D ue to O thers 
For tile Year Ended June 30, 1997 

UNSI,]TI'LFD DEPOSITS AT .]UNI,] 30, 1996 

ADDITIO NS 
|)cposil~ Suits and successions 
]nlercs[ earlled on iiIvesllnelllS 
Tolal additions 
Tolal 

REI)UCrI'IO NS 
Clerk's costs (Iransferred to General Fund) 
Selllem ents to ]itiganls 
Arq)raiser, curators, ~IItd kec, pel'S 
Stenographer's fees 
Sheriff 's. fees 
O lher f~~s 
O ther leduclions 

Tt)lal red/.iclions 

UNSI~Tr'I'I,I,'D DII'I'OSITS AT JUNE 30, 1997 

22 

ADVANCE REGISTRY 
DEPOSIT OF COURT 
FUND FUND TO'IA 

$258,425 _ _ $856,182 SJ-U~II4X~ 

359.037 

359.037 
617.462 

180,167 
77,941 
2,330 
6,222 
42,642 
7,772 
32,844 
349.918 

715,571 
24,051 
739,622 
595.804 

289.437 

289.437 

1,024,M)~ 

24J~_5 I 
1.098,65'} 

1S0,16 ! 
367,37s 
2,3 }1 
62 2 ' 
4234 
7,77? 
32.841 

$267,544 __~306,367 $573~)/ 



 

LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COIJRT 
Ruston, l,ouisiana 

I)UC IARY FUN D ']'Y I't!: - AG ENC Y FUN DS 

Com bining Schedule of Changes in 
11nsettled Deposits I)ue to O thers 
For tile Year Ended June 30, 1996 

UNSI~TrlJ,,'I) I)H 'OSITS AT J(~ " 30, 1995 

A1)DITI[O NS 
Deposits - suits and successions 
[Illeres| earned 0n inveslm el/lS 
Total additions 
Total 

RE1)UCTIO NS 

Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) 
Settlem ents to litigants 
Appraiser, ctlralors, and keepers 
Stenographer's fees 
Sheriff 's fees 
O ther ices 

Other reductions 
Total rcduclions 

UNSFTI'IJq) I)EI'O S1TS AT JUNF 30, 1996 
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AI)VANCE RE(;ISTRY 
I)EI'O SIT O F CO U RT 

FUN D FUND TOTA 

$252 555 $662,626 $915.18 

310,123 

310.123 
562.678 

159,109 
64,524 
4,480 
6,928 
34,183 
5,427 
29,602 
304.253 

24,788 
29,060 
53,848 
16.474 

959.805 

487 
960,292 

$856,182 

1,434,9 I 

1,4632[~ 
2,37% ~s 

159.10' 
024.32' 
4,48, 
6.t~2, 
34,18~ 
5.42 
30.08'; 



Independent Auditor's R eports R equired 
by Govenzm ent A uditing Standards 

Tile following indepeHdent auditor's reports on com pliance w ith law s
, regulations, and con~tua~ ~, 

and intern al control structure are presented in compliance w ith the requirem ents of Government Audili,, ~
, 

Standalds, issue_xl by the Comptroller General of the UniteA States and the Louisiana Gow, tvtmetttal A u,l,'~ 
Guide, issued by the Society of Ixm isiana Certified Public Accounlants and the Louisiana Legislati,~ 
A uditor. 



CER~IFI~O PUBLI~ ACC4~UNTANT 

N EH BER A N ERICA N 

NSTITUTE O F C E~l IFIE D 

P UBLIC ACCOUN'f A N7r S 

S~ IETY OF ~O UISIA NA 

(:t~RTIFIED P U ~ LIC 

~kCCOUNTA N3 S 

PRACTICE I_IM ITICD 'TO 

G OVERN M ENT,~.L 

A CCO UNTING, A UI)IIlN6 

AND YJN ANCJAL R EPORTING 

116 I'/~OFESSIONA L D RIVE 

W EST M ONROI~, 

lOUISIA NA 7 129 1 

PHONE: 3 18.325.;~12 1 

"IFO L t FREE LOUISlA HA 

1,800.54 1.50~0 

FAX 3 18,324.1 (~30 

Independent Auditor's Reporl on 
Com pliance with Laws, Regulations, and Contracts 

LIN CO LN PARISH CLERK O F COU RT 
Ruston. Lxm isiana 

I have auditczl the general purpose filmncial statelnents of |he Lincoln Parish Clerk 
Coin1, a com ponen| unit of the Lincoln Parish Police Jury, as of Jilnc 30, 1997, a 
for the two years then endtxl, and have issued m y report thureon dated Novem bcl 
1997. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standard, 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Cora l)troller General of tile '[Jnih~d 
Stales and lheLouisiana (;overnmentalAudit Guide, issuexl by the Society of Iam isial~,~ 
Cellifi~~l Public Accounlanls and the Louisiana Legislative Audilor. Those standards 
and the audit guide require that l plan and perform tile audit to obtain reasonabl~. 
assurartce about whether Ihe gelleral purpose financial slatelnenls arc free (1|" inalc'l i;IJ 
m isslatem elll. 

Com pliance with law s, regulations, and conlracts apl)licable to tile Lincoln Parish 
C lerk of Court, is the responsibility of the Lincoln Parish C lerk of Coull ,, 
m anagem ent. A s parl of obtaining reasonable assurance about w helher the gcntq;d 
pul])osc, financial slalements are fl'ex; of m aterial m isstatem ent, I pcrfonned lcsts of Ihc 
Lincoln t'arish Clerk of Courl's com pliance w ilh certain provisions of law ~ 

regulalions, and contracts. However, the objective of my audit of Ihe general puq~o,~ 
financial staleulenls was not to provide all opinioll on overall com pliance w ilh sttt h 
provisions. Accordingly, ] do not express such an opinion. 

The resulls of m y tests disclosexl no instances of nonconll~liance that are required Io I,~ 
repo~lcd under Government Auditing Standards. 
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LIN CO LN PA RISH C.LERK OF CO U RT 

Rusion, Ixm isiana 
lndcpm~denl Auditor's Reporl 
on Com pliance. elc., 
June 3(1. 1997 

This report is intended t'o1' the use of m anagenm n! of tile Lincoln Parish Clerk of Courl 
inlended Io lim il lhe dislribulion of Ibis rcporl, which is a m alter of lm blic record. 

W esl M onroe, Ixm isiana 
Novem ber 7, 1997 
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC A~CC,U NTANT 

~ [~M BER A M ERICA N 

NS'flTUTE OF C ~~IlFIED 

P UDLIC A CCOLI N'~A N~I S 

~ ETY OF LOUISIANA 

C ERTIFIED p U EI[ IC 

A CCOU NTA N~'S 

p RACTIC E L IH III~D lo 

(IOVERN M EN+ A L 

ACCO UNTING, A UOITING 

A N D FIN A NC IA L R ~pO N~IN G 

16 PROFESSIONA L. D RIVE 

W EST M ONROE, 

LOUISIANA 7| ;~91 

PI-I~,N E 3 18,325,212 1 

"rOLL FREE LO UI~;IA NA 

1,800,541,5020 

FA X 3 18.324.1630 

Independent Auditor's Report 
on Internal Control Struclure 

LIN CO LN PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 

Ruslon. Louisiana 

I have audil~xl tile general puq~ose financial statem ents of the. Lincoln Parish Clerk 
Court, a com ponent unit of the Lincoln Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1997, a 
for tilt; two years then ended and have issued m y reporl thereon dalcd N ovem bCl 
1997. 

I conducted m y audil in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards at 
Goverm nent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nil, 
Slates. Those standards require Ihat I plan and perform tile audit to obtain rcasomth 
assula,CC about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m allei 

inisstatelllelll. 

Tile managem ent of Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court is responsible lbr cslablishin,e ~tll,I 
m ainlaining an intern al control struelure. In fulfilling Ibis responsibilily, cslim alcs ~lll,I 

judgments by management are required to assess the expectexl benefits and relaled co~t, 
of i;+ternal control structure policies and procedures. The ohjectives of an imcru~d 
control slrttclure are to provide m anagem ent with reasonable, I+ml not al+~st+ltltu 
asst,m nce that assets are safeguardexl against loss from unauthorized use or disposiliol+ 
and thai transactions are executed in accordance with m anagem elll's authorization a~bJ 
rccor(hml properly to pem fit the preparation of general puq+ose financial slalem cnts m 
accordance w ilh generally accepttxt accounting principles. Because of inhcrur,l 
lim ilalions in any inlem al conlrol sh'uclure, errors or irregularities m ay nevetlhclc,, 

occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to li,lt,r~' 
periods is sul!iect to the risk thai procedures may become inadequale bccaust" ,,I 
changes in conditions or thai the effectiveness of the design and operation of polk'i,.~ 
and procedures m ay deleriorate. 

In planning and perfora ting m y audit of tile general puq)ose financial slatemenls of tlh' 
Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court for tile two years ended June 30, 1997, ] oblaiucd ;u, 
understanding of the internal control structure. W ith respect to the inlernal cont,,+l 
structure, I obtainexl an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedu, u, 
and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assessed control risk in oltl,u 
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L1NC()LN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruslon, Louisiana 

/ndependelll Audilor's Reporl on 
]nlorllal Conlrol Sll'uOttlro, 
,hlno 30. 1c,197 

to dolel+lnino m y atldilhlg procedures for the puq)ose of expressing nly opinion oil the genoral plll'l~C~c 
fiilanoial slalelnonls and ilol Io provide an opinion on file intelllal cOnll'Ol slrilOltlro. Aocol~lingly, 1 ~1~ 
nol oxpross such all opinion. 

M y considc',l~-tiion of the inteillal control stnlcture v~otlld nol necessarily disclose all inaltors in lhe inlcliH 
control SllllOltiro thai wiighl b~~, lnalorial weaknosses tinder slan(|af(Is eslablishod by lhe Aillorioail lnslii~ c 
of {~,orlified Public Acoounlanls. A inalerial woakness is a reporlable condition in which lho dosi<t,n ~>i 
opol~ilion of ono or illOPd of Iho specific inlefnal ooiltro] slrilcltirt; elonlenls does nol rtxhico 1o ;-1 rolalivcl) 
low levol l|lo risk Ihal O1TOI'S O1" irregularities in anloulllS lhal would bo m alerial in rolalion It) lho gollt~l~t 
ptirposo finailcial slalollie, nls being audiled inay oct, fir and nol be deleclod w ilhin a lililoly period 1,3 
oiilployoos in lho noiln~ll Coilrse of l)elforlnillg lheir assigned funclions. 1 noled no iilallers involvhlt' 11,: 
inlt',fnal coillro| slniclure and ils operalion lhal I considored lo be m alerial w eaknesses as dt~fined abt>\ L 

Tllis rcporl is inieild~l for the use of m anagenlent of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of COLII'I. This is I,,I 
intended to Iim ii Ihe dislribuiion of this roporl, which is a m ailer of public record. 

W os! M olil'oe, Louisiana 
N OVOlYibor 7, 1997 
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