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1"o the O rleans Parish Coroner 

hldependent Auditors' Report 

K elton &  C om pany 
A Corpol~ltion of (k, rtihed 

['ttbltc Acc oun~ ttts 

57891hvy, 311, Suite 10 
P. O. Box 4053 
th)um a, LA 70361 
(,504) 876-6143 
Fax No. (,504) 851-3521 

W e have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the Orleans Parish Coroner, a 
com ponent unit of the City of New Orleans, as of June 30, 1998 and 1999, and for the years then ended. 
These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Orleans Parish Coroner's 
m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is 1o express an opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents 
based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and Government 
Auditing Standards" issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that 
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatement. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates m ade by m anagem ent, as well 
as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit 
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

A s discussed in note 4, tile general purpose financial statem ents of the Orleans Parish Coroner are 
intetaded to present the financial position and results of operations of only that portion of the funds and 
account groups of the City of New Orleans that is attributable to the funds solely in the custody of tile 
Orleans Parish Coroner's Office, and does not include the funds appropriated and expended by the City of 
New Orleans for the operations of the Coroner's Office. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial 
respects, the financial position of the Orleans Parish Coroner as of June 30, 1998 and 1999, and tile 
results of its operations for the years then ended, iu conform ity with generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated Decem ber 15, 
1999 on our consideration of the Orleans Parish Coroner's compliance w ith laws and regulations and 
internal control over financial reporting based on our audit of the general purpose financial statem ents 
dated Decem ber 15, 1999. 

er 15, 1999 



A ssets 

Cash 
Accounts receivable 
(Ncl of allowance for 
doublfid accounts of $1,000) 

Fixed assets 
Im provem ents 
M ovable property 

Total assets 

Accouals payable 

Total liabilities 

Fund Equity 

]nvestmen( ill general 
fixed assets 
Fund balance 
Unreserved and 
undesignated (Deficit) 

Total fired equity 

Total liabilities and 
fund equity 

O RLEAN S PARISH CORON ER 

(A Component Unit) 
CITY O F N EW  ORLEAN S 

Balance Sheet 
A ll Fund Types and Accounl Groups 

June 30. 1999 

GoverrauerJta 
Fund Typc- 
General 
Fund 

6,423 

3.955 

30,378 

$ 44,367  

__  44 3,19_67 

(13,989~ 

(13,989~  

A eeouaI 
Group 
G eaeral 
Fixed 
Assets 

$ 1,113 
40.721 

$ 41,834 

Total 
(M emorandum 

Only) 

16,423 

13,955 

1,113 
40.721 

$ 72,212 

$ 44,367 

44.367 

$ 41,834 41,834 

(13,989) 

41.834 27.845 

30,378 $ 41,834 $ 72,212 

The accom panying notes are an integral part oflhese general purpose financial statem ents 



A ssets 

Cash 
Accouuls receivable 
(Net of allowance for doublfi~ 
accounts of $1,000) 

Fixed assets 
lnlprovenlents 
M ovable property 

l,iabilities 

Accounts payable 

Fund Equity 

Investm ent in genera 
fixed assets 
Ftmd balance 
Unreserved and 
undesignated 

Total fund equity 

Total liabilities and 
fired equity 

ORI.EAN S PARISH CORON ER 
(A Component Unit) 

CITY OF N EW  ORLEAN S 

Balance Sheel 
All Fund Types and Account Groups 

June 30. 1998 

Governnlen|a 
FuudType- 
General 
Fund 

1,923 

8,485 

10.408 

8.492 

8.492 

916 

916 

0.408 

ACCOUlII 
Group 
General 
Fixed 
A ssels 

$ 1,113 
36 738 

$ 37,85 

$ 37,85 

37 85 

$ 37,851 

Total 
(M emorandum 

Only) 

1,923 

8,485 

I,I13 
36.738 

48,259 

8.492 

8,492 

37,851 

1.916 

:3t),767 

48.259 

The accom panying notes are an inlegral part of these general purpose financial statem ents 



O RLEAN S PA RISH CO RON ER 

(A Component Unit) 
CITY O F N EW  ORLEAN S 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance- 
Govern m ental Fund Type - General Fund 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

]~,cVellues 
Autopsy and toxicology reports 
Burial perm its 
Crem alion perm its 
l)ealh reports 
Photographs 
Use of coroner' s facility 
M iscellaneous 
Less: refunds 

Total revenues 

F.xpendilures - current 
Bad debts 
Banking 
Books and prinling 
Continuing education and training 
I)ues and m emberships 
G asoline 
1,icenses and perm its 
Other 
Postage 
l'rofessional services 
Repairs and maintenance 
Salary supplcmenls 
O ffice 
l~aboraiory and m orgue 
Telephone 
Travcl, conferences, and conventions 

Total expenditures - current 

l'~xpenditurcs - capital outlay 
Equipm ent 

Tolal expenditures 

Excess of expenditures over revenues 

Fund balance, beginning of year 

Fund balance, end of year (Deficil) 

66,905 
138 

19,170 

492 
160 

11,790 
5,075 

(560) 

03.170 

250 
350 
475 

1,590 
4,174 

2,416 
1,555 

49,127 

419 
23,065 
18,702 
11,477 
1,392 

100 

15,092 

3,983 

119,075 

(15,905) 

1,916 

(13,989) 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these general purpose financial statem ents 



ORI,EAN S PARISH CORON ER 

(A Component Unit) 
CITY OF N EW  ORLEANS 

Statemenl of Revenues, Expenditures and Cha/ges in Fund Balance- 
Governm ental Fund Type - General Fund 

For lhe Year Ended June 30, 1998 

Reven~.)es 
Autopsy and toxicology reports 
Burial pcrm ils 
Cremation perm its 

I)calh reports 
Photographs 
Use of coroner's facility 

M iscellaneous 
Less: refunds 

"]'ola| reYe|'lt|es 

Fmpenditures - current 
Bad dcbls 
Banking 
Books and printing 
Conliuuiug education and training 
D ues and m enrbcrships 

Gasoline 
Licenses and perm its 

O ther 
Postage 
Professional services 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Salary supplem ents 
O ffice 
l,aboratory and m orgue 
Telephone 
"]'ravel, corJferenecs, and eollveutions 

Total expenditures - current 

Expenditures - capilal outlay 
Equipment 

Total expenditures 

Excess of revenues over expendilures 

Fund balance (deficit), beginning of year 

Fund balance, end of year 

55,482 
310 

20,200 
25 

1,861 
6,400 
2,890 

87,168 

200 
738 

1,007 
888 

1,322 
4,090 

1,456 
1,970 

26,450 
661 

23,022 
8,663 
2,893 
1,077 
1,134 

75,57 

75,57 

11,597 

(9,681) 
916 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these genera| purpose financial statements 



ORLEAN S PARISH CORON ER 
(A Component Unit) 

CITY OF N EW  ORLEAN S 

Slatemenl of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance- 
Govermnental Fond Type - General Fm~d 

Budget and Actual 

Reve l'll[i cs 
Autopsy and toxicology rcports 
Burial perm its 
Crem ation perm its 
l)ealh reports 
i'hotographs 
Use of coroner's facility 
M iscellaneous 
l,ess: refimds 

Total revcnucs 

Expenditures - currcnt 
Banking 
P, ooks and prinling 
Continuing education and trainings 
l)ucs and m em berships 
G asoline 
Insurance 
Licenses and permits 
Othcr 
Poslage 
Professional services 
Repairs m~d m aintenance 
Salary supplem ents 
Supplies and expense 
Office 
Laboratory and m orgue 
Tclephone 
Travel, conferences, and conventions 
Ulililics 

Total expenditurcs - eurren| 

ExpeJ~di|ures - capital outlay 
F, qnipm m~'t 

Total expenditures 

Excess of revenues over expendilures 

Ftmd balance, begimling of year 

Fund balance, end of year 

For the Ycar Ended Jtme 30, 1999 

A ctual 

r3udzet 

$ 32,000 
600 

20,000 
200 

1,000 
8,000 
3,500 

65,300 

600 
1,800 
1,000 
2,000 
3,400 
300 
200 

1,100 
1,400 
lO,O00 
1,300 
24,000 

10,000 
4,000 
1,500 
1,500 
200 

N on-GAAP 
Budget 
Basis 

Variance 
Favorable 

~ nfavorable) 

$ 74,585 $ 42,585 
138 (462) 

19,420 (580) 
488 288 
160 (840) 

10,590 2,590 
4,880 1,380 

109,790 

350 
365 

1,590 
3,802 

2,366 
1,555 
32,152 

419 
22,876 

17,440 
9,993 
1,299 
100 

64,300 94,307 

65,300 

3,983 

98,290 

11,500 

1,581 

$ 13,081 

44.490 

250 
1,435 
1,000 
410 
(402) 
300 
200 

(1,266) 
(155) 

(22,152) 
881 

I,I24 

(7,440) 
(5,993) 
201 

1,400 
200 

_  (2,983) 

(.32.990~ _  

$ 11.500 

The accom panying hOles are all integral part of these general purpose financial statem ents 



ORLEAN S PARI SH CORON ER 
(A Component Unit) 

CITY OF N EW  OR1,EAN S 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance- 
Governm ental Fund Type - General Fund 

Budget and Actual 

RevcntleS 
Autopsy and toxicology reports 
Burial perm its 
Crem ation perm its 
l)calh rcporls 
Photographs 
Use of coroner's facilily 
M iscellaneous 
1.ess: refunds 

Total revenues 

F~xpenditurcs - CtlrrcnI 
Banking 
Books and printing 
Continuing education and training 
D ues and m em berships 
G asoline 
Insurance 
Licenses and perm its 
Other 
Postage 
Professional services 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Salary supplern cJ)ts 
Supplies and expense 
Office 
l.aboratory and m orgue 
Tclcphonc 
Travel, conferences, and conventions 
Utililies 

Total expenditures - current 
:~xpcnditurcs - capital outlay 
Equipm ent 

q'olal cxpcudilurcs 

Excess ofrcvcnues ovcr cxpcnditurcs 

Fund balance, beginning of year 

Fund balance, end of year 

For tile Year F, nded June 30, 1998 

Bud e~L~t 

$ 32,000 
600 

20,000 
200 

1,000 
6,000 
3,500 

A ctual 
N on-GAAP 
Budget 
Basis 

62,172 
316 

20,125 
25 

1,861 
6,050 
2,945 

Variance 
Favorable 

(U n favorable) 

$ 30,172 
(284) 
125 
075) 
861 
50 

(555) 

63.300 93,494 30,194 

800 
2,000 
1,700 
2,300 
3,000 
3OO 
2OO 
6OO 

1,400 
10,000 
1,300 

23,000 

8,500 
4,000 
1,500 
1,500 
2(10 

62,3(10 

1,000 

63,3(}0 

738 
1,014 
888 

1,342 
4,205 
100 

1,355 
1,970 

43,315 
661 

23,271 

8,558 
2,899 
1,180 
1,134 

92,630 

92.630 

864 

717 

$ 1.581 

62 
986 
812 
958 

(]205) 
200 

(58) 
1,101 
320 
366 
200 

29,330 

864 

The accompanying notes arc an integral part of these general purpose financial slalemcnls 



ORLEAN S PARISII CORON ER 
(A Component Unit) 

CITY OF N EW  ORI,EAN S 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

Summary of s!gnificant accounting policies 

The Orleans Parish Coroner is autborized by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1551 (B). The coroner 
is elected by tile qualified electors of the Parish of Orleans for a tet'm of four years. The coroner, 
in general, is responsible for determ ining Ibe nature and cause of all suspicious, unexpecled, 
unusual, violent, and sudden deaths; exam ining all cases of alleged rape, carnal know ledge, and 
crim e against nature; com m itting m entally disturbed persons; and providing m edical and heallh 
services to parish prisoners and reporling on the health and sanitation couditions of parish 
prisons. 

A. Re~ orling en!ity 

As defined in Section 2100 of the Codification of Governm ental Accounting and 
Financial Reporling Standards the governm ental "reporling enlily" is tile City of New 
Orleans, since it exercises significant "oversight responsibility" over the O rleans Parish 
Coroner, and is, tbercfore, a "com ponent unit" of the City of N ew Orleans. Aecordiugly, 
these general purpose financial statem ents only present inform ation as to the fimding of 
activities of the Orleans Parish Coroner, which are solely in lhe custody of the Coroner's 
office. 

Fund agcounti,D g 

The accounting policies of the O rleans Parish Coroner conform to generally accepted 
accounting principles as applicable to governm ents. The accouters of tl~c O rleal~s l'arish 
Coroner are organized on the basis of fullds aa~d account groups, each of which is 
considered a separate accounting cntity. The operations of each fired are accounted for 
w ifll a separate set of self-balancing accounts com prised of its assets, liabilities, fired 
equity, revenues, and expenditures or expenses, as appropriate. Government resources 
are allocated to and accounted for in individual fimds based upon the purposes for which 
they are spent and file m eans by w hicb spending activities are controlled. 

Tile Genera[ Fund is the general operating fired of tile Orleans Parish Coroner. 
to account for all financial resources, except those required to be accounted for 
fund. 

The General Fixed Asset Account Group is used to aceotult for fixed assets used in 
governm ental fund type operations. These assets are recorded as expenditures in the 
gcneral fund when Ihey are purcbased. No depreciation has been provided for genera/ 
fixed assets. 



OR1,EAN S PARISll CORON ER 
(A Component Unit) 

CITY OF N EW  ORLEAN S 

Notes to Fiuat~eial Statem ents 

_Stmunat~y 0f significant accotmtiu~gpolicies - (c91jtinucd) 

C. Basis of accounting 

The General Fund is accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of accounting, which 
recognizes revenues from fees when earned, all otber revenues when they becom e 
available and m easurable, and all cxpeudilurcs and the related fund obligations when 
incurred. 

1). Bud~getary acc oun~  

The Orleans Parish Coroner, as an independently elected parish official, is a "political 
subdivision", as defiued by the Local Governm ent Budget Act, and is, accordingly, 
required to adopt a budget. The Coroner has adopted a budget for the general fund lypc 
for that portion of the funds attributable to the transactions generated by the funds solely 
in the custody of his office; therefore, these general purpose financial statem ents include 
a com parison of revemJes and expenditures to budget. 

The budgets for the years ended Juue 30, 1998 and 1999 were prepared on the cash (non- 
GAAP) basis. Budget approprialious lapse at year end, if uncommitted. Budgetary 
control is exercised at tile fund level. 

A reconciliation of excess of revenues and expenditures - budget (non-GAAP) basis to 
excess of revenues over expeudilures - modified accrual (GAAP) basis for the years 
ended June 30, 1998 and 1999 is as follows: 

June 30, 1999 June 30, 1998 

Excess of reveuues over expenditures budget 
(non-GAAP) basis $ 11,500 

Net effect of conversion of revenues to 
modified accrual (GAAP) basis (6,620) (6,326) 

N et effect of conversion of expenditures 
to modified accrual (GAAP) basis (20,785)_._ _  

7,059 

Revenues greater than (less than) expenditures 
modified accrual (GAAP) basis $ (15,905) $ 11,597 

T olal (M cmoraudum Only) cohjum Balance Sheet 

The total column on the balance sheet is presented and captioned "(Memorandum Only)" 
to indicate it is only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in ibis colum n does not present 
financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepled aecounliug principles. Such data 
is not com parable to, nor should be construed to he, a consolidation, 



Cash 

ORLEAN S PARISH CORONER 
(A Component Unit) 

C1TY OF N EW  ORLEAN S 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

0 

Cash consisls of demand deposits in a local bank chartered by tile State of Louisiana. The deposit 
is insured up to $100,000 by FDIC insurance. The balance per the bank was $21,984 and $4,306 
as of Jlme 30, 1999 and 1998, respectively. 

Fixed assets 

Fixed assets, as denoted on tile balance sheet, consist of building improvements and movable 
property, and are accounled for ill tile general fixed assets account group. A ll fixed assets are 
valued al historical cost. N o depreciation has been providcd on fixed assets. The account group 
is not a "fired". Accordingly, it is only related to the m easurement of financial position and is not 
a part of the m easurement of results of operations. 

Any fixed assets, including the coroner's operating facility, which are furnished by the City of 
New Orleans are accountcd for by the Cily of N ew Orleans and are not presented in these 
financial statem ents. 

A sum m ary of tile changes ill general fixed assets is as follow s 

] Ill proveln ellis 
M ovable property 

Total 

hllprovem ellis 
M ovable property 

Toial 

Balance 
6/30/98 Addition 1)elelion 

$ 1,113 
36.738 

$ 37,85 

P, alance 
6/30/97 

$ 1,113 
36.738 

$ 37,85 

Expenditures I!Y llj e Cily of New Orleans 

$ 3,983 

$ 3,983 

Deletion 

Balance 
6/30/99 

$ 1,113 
40,721 

$ 41,834 

Balm~ce 
6/30/98 

$ I,I13 
36,73

_
8 

$ 37,851 

Expenditures were m ade by the City of New Orleans for the operations of the Orleans l'arish 
Coroner. These expenditures are not included in tile accompanying general purpose financial 
statements becmlse tile expenditures were m ade directly by the City of New Or/cans and arc

, 

accordingly, reported by lbal entity. The City of New Orleans pays salaries, em ployee benefits, 
and other necessary expenses for tile O rleans Parish Coroner. 



Salary supplem ents 

ORLEAN S PARIStt CORONER 
(A Component Unit) 

CITY OF N EW  O RLEAN S 

N otes to Financial Slatem ents 

I)uriug tile years endcd Jtme 30, 1999 and 1998, tile Orleans Parish Coroner paid $23,065 and 
$23,022, respectively, ill salary supplements to employees ill addition to the salary paid by tile 
City of N ew O rleans. 

Contingencies 

At June 30, 1999 and 1998, there was litigation against the Office of lhe Orleans Parish Coroner, 
which was nam ed as a party, although not singularly, am ongst other co-defendants in claim s 
aggregating approximately $100,000. 

No liability has been recorded in the gcueral purpose financial statements relating to these claims 
as it is considered probable these claim s w ill not have a m aterial effect on tile general purpose 
fin~nlcia I Slalenlel)ls. 

Budget 

The budgets for tile years ending June 30, 1998 and 1999 were approved by the Coroner. Actual 
total revenues and total expenditures w ere m ore than budgeted. These variances exceed the 
percentage variance allowed by law , which is 5% . 

Year 2000 issue 

The year 2000 issue is tile result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data processing system s and 
other electronic equipm ent that m ay adversely affect the Orleans Parish Coroner's operations as 
early as fiscal year 1999 - 2000. ttowever, because the Coroner's office only utilizes electronic 
data processing system s for adm inistrative purposes, namely word processing, adverse effects 
may only be m inimal. 

Because of tile unprecedented nature of tile year 2000 issue, its effects w ill not be fully 
determ inable unfil lhc year 2000 and thereafter. 

[)eficil inFund Balance 

As shown on page 2 of financial statements, tile Orleans Parish Coroner has a deficit of $13,989 
in t, he fund balan~.~ of the general fund under tile m odified accrual basis of accountiog as of June 
30, 1999. 



K elton &  C om pany 

Poblic Accolmtollts 

5789 Ihvy. 311, Suite 10 
P. O. Box 4053 
Iloum a, LA 70,761 
(504) 876-6143 
Fax No. (,504) 851-3521 

IN DEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AN D ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINAN CIAl. STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED 

IN ACCORDANCE W ITIt GO VERNM ENTA UD1TING STANDARDS 

To the O rleans Parish Coroner 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Orleans Parish Coroner, as of and for the 
years ended June 30, 1998 and 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated Decem ber 15, 1999. W e 
conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standard~, issued by the Com ptroller 
G eneral of th e U nited States. 

Com_p liance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Orleans Parish Coroner's general purpose 
financial slalcm enls arc free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem enl am ounts. However, providing an opinion on 

compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express 
such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed instances of noncompliance that are required to be 
reported under Government Auditing Standards, which are described in the accompanying schedule of 
current year audit findings and corrective action plan as items 99-5, 99-6, and 99-7. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reportit~ 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the Orleans Parish Coroner's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control 
over financial reporting, llowever, we noted certain m atters involving the internal control over financial 
reporting and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve 
m atters coining to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the 

internal control over financial reporting that, in our judglnent, could adversely affect the Orleans Parish 
Coroner's ability to record, process, sum m arize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of 
m anagem ent in the general purpose financial statements. Reportable conditions are described in the 
accom panying schedule of current year audit findings and corrective action plan as item s 99-1, 99-2, 99- 
3, and 99-4. 



A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control 
com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in amounts that would be 
material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited m ay occur and not be 
delected w ilhin a lim ely period by em ployees in "the norm al course of perform ing "their assigned func"tions. 
Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all 
matters in the inlernal control that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily 
disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses. 

However, of the reportable conditions described above, we consider item s 99-3 and 99-4 to be m ateria 
weaknesses. 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Orleans Parish Coroner and its 
management, and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified 
parties, llowever, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Kelton & Com pany, P.C 

Decem ber 15, 1999 
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Rcf. N o 

ORLEAN S PARISH CORONER 

(A Component Unit) 
CITY OF N EW  ORLEAN S 

Schedule of Current Year Audit Findings and Corrective Action Plan 
For the Years Ended June 30, 1998 and 1999 

Descripfion 
of Finding 

Corrective 
Action 
Planned 

N am e of 
Conlacl 
Person 

A nticipated 
Com pletion 

D ate 

99-1 See below See below W ayne M aggio 6/30/00 

Description of FindinA~: Accounting for receivables and revenues 

4 

Condition - The Coroner's offi ce m anually prepares billing invoices for parishes, other than 
Orleans, for the use of its facilities on autopsies performed for those parishes, The financial 
inform ation in this m anual accounts receivable system does not reflect, at any point in lim e, the 
current or accurate am ount of receivables and related revenues due from those parishes, nor does 
it ensure thai the am ounts billed or any related collections are recorded into the accounting 

system . 

Ref. N o 

Critcria - Accurate receivables and revenues data are essential to prepare reliable financia 
statem ents. 

Cause - There are numerous causes of ibis problem including: (1) failure to use couseeufivcly, 
pro-numbered invoices; (2) failure to retain and systematically file invoices; (3) lack of properly 
trained employees assigned to Ibis duty; and (4) failure to periodically reconcile both billings and 
collections with invoices and accounting system records. 

liffect - Extensive substantive audit tests of unrecorded billings and related revenue collections 
allowed estim ates to be m ade for financial reporting purposes. Our increased substantive tests of 
these estimates indicated lbey prevented tbe financial statements from being materially m isstated; 
therefore, we consider Ibis to be only a reportable condition. 

_
Corrective action t31auned - The Coroner's office sbould use pre-num bered invoices and m aintain 
a copy of invoices in num erical order. Em ployees should also be trained to m aintain a proper 
invoice and receivable system and reconcile the receivables m onthly. The Coroner's office is in 
the process of installing a com puter system for billing and receivables, which w ill be responsive 
to this recom m endation. 

Description 
of Finding 

Corrective 
Action 
Planned 

99-2 See below See below W ayne M aggio 

Anticipated 
Com pletion 

D ale 



ReE No 

ORI.EAN S PA RISIt CORON ER 

(A Component Unit) 
CITY OF N EW  ORLEAN S 

Scbedule of Current Year Audit Findings and Corrective Aclion Plan 
For the Years Ended June 30, 1998 and 1999 

l)escripl!Rn of Figdin~ : Missing invoices or other support of cash disbursements 

5 

Condition - During our tests of casb disbursements, we found $2,358.57 in disbursements for 
whicll tile invoice or other supporting docum entation was m issing or incom plete. 

_
Criteria - All cash disbursem ents should be supported by tile original invoice or other 
docum entation. 

Cause - The Coroner's syslem requires invoices or olber support 1o be atlacbed lo lhe file COl>), of 
the checks. At present, supporting documentation has not been located. 

Effeel - The tolal of these disbursements was imm aterial and the canceled checks were available 
for exam ination; therefore, there is no m aterial effect on the financial slalem ents. 

Corrective action planned - The Coroner sbould and w ill re-em phasize tile im portance of 
m aiulainil)g detailed invoices or other support for cash disbursem enls. 

l)eseriplion 
of Finding 

Corrective 
Aelion 
Planned 

Anticipated 
Com pleliou 

Dale 

99-3 See below See below W ayne M aggio 6/30/00 

_l)escription of Findjugl Lack of segregation of duties 

('ondilion - The Coroner's office employs one bookkeeper who initiates expenditure transactions 
and processes all financial data, except for the billing of receivables, whicb is perform ed by a 
non-aceouuling type em ployee. Tbis lim ited num ber of personnel does not allow for proper 
segregalion ofdulies, wllicb conlribules to lbe lack of adequate inleroal conlrol. 

Criteria - Accurale recording, processing, review ing, and approval of all financial data are 
csseutial to prepare reliable financial slatem enls. 

Cause - The primary causes of Ibis problem are (1) the small size of tile entity, (2) the lack of 
qualifications and training of personnel performing accouuling fimctions, and (3) the lack of 
review and approval of transactions. 

l';ffcct - W e increased tile cxlenl of subslantive tests of the financial data where applicable. No 
instances of m aterial m isstatem ent to the financial statem ents were found, llowevcr, due to its 
significance, we consider (his condition to be a m aterial weakness in internal control. 



Ref. No 

ORLEAN S PAR1SI1 CORON F, R 
(A Component Unit) 

CITY OF N EW  ORLEAN S 

Schedule of Current Year Audit Findings and Corrective Action Plan 
For the Years Ended June 30, 1998 a~d 1999 

6 

Corrective action planned - A lthough the size of tile enlity does not allow for lhe proper 
segregation of duties, other compensating controls should be inll)lemeuted to improve internal 
control. The Coroner's office is currently evaluating this recom m eudafion and will im plement 
new control policies and procedures as considered necessary. 

Description 
of Finding 

Corrective 
Action 
Planned 

N am e of 
Contacl 
Person 

A nticipated 
Com pleliou 

D ate 

99-4 See below See below W ayne M aggio 6/30/00 

Ref. N o 

Description of Finding: Reim bursem ents to em ployees 

Condition - The Coroucr reim burses em ployees for m aterials and supplies, w hicl~ they purchase 
for use by tim Coroner's office w ilh their personal funds or credit cards. A significant num bcr of 
checks were paid 1o a certain em ployee for this purpose. In som e of lhese cases, lhe 
documentation of the ilem s purchased was not in sufficient detail to determ ine |he purpose oflhe 
purcbase. These purchases totaled approximately $3,000. 

Criteria - Sufficient docum entation should be m aintained on all expenditures so tile type and 
purpose of ilem s purchased can be determ ined. 

Cause - Docum entation was not properly filed 

Effect - W e increased the extent of substantive tests where applicable. No instances of m aterial 
m isstatem ent to lhe financial statements were found, llowever, due to its significancc, we 
consider this to be a m aterial weakness in internal control. 

Corrective action plamj ed - Dclailed receipts or other docum entation should and ",viii be properly 
m aintained for all future expenditures. A lso, lbe Coroner should strive to purchase itcm s dircclly 
from vendors whenever possible to avoid excessive reim bursem ents to em ployees. 

Description 
Corrcctivc 
Action 
Planned 

N am e of 
Coutaet 
Person 

Anticipated 
Com pletion 

D ate 

99-5 See below See below W ayne M aggio 6/30/00 

Descr!p!!o!! ofl!i!lding~ Expenditures exceeded budgets 

Conditi on - Total actual expeuditures exceeded total budgeted expenditures by m ore than 5% for 
the years ended June 30,1998 and 1999. The budgets for the fiscal years ended June 30, 1998 and 
1999 were not am ended. 



Rcf. N o 

ORLEAN S PARISH CORON ER 
(A Componcut Unit) 

CITY OF N EW  O R1.EAN S 

Schedule of Current Year Audit Findings and Corrective Action Plan 
For tbe Years Ended June 30. 1998 and 1999 

7 

Criteria - La. Rev. Statute 39:1310 requires an am endment to tile budgel if expenditures are 
expecled 1o exceed five percent of budgeted expenditures. 

Effect - N o known m aterial effect on tile financial stalem enls 

Cause - Supplem ental salaries were increased during tile period and m anagement iuadvertenlty 
neglected Io am end lhe budget accordingly. Also, physicians perform ing autopsies in the Orleans 
Parish Coroner's facility for other parishes were paid by the Coroner and recorded as professional 
fees and alllOUnls received from these parishes for these services were recorded as revenue. 

Corrective action planned - The budget sbould be and w ill be am ended whenever iota 
expenditures are expected 1o exceed budgeted amounts by m ore than 5% . 

Description 
of Find iog 

Corrective 
A ction 
Planned 

N am e of 
Conlacl 
Pcrsou 

99-6 See below See below W ayne M aggio 

l)eseriplion of Finding: 1099 form s 

Anticipaled 
Com pletion 

Dale 

Condition - 1099 form s are not prepared and subm itted to physicians and the IRS for paym ents 
m ade lo physicians perform ing autopsies. 

Criteria - Federal and state regulations require that 1099 form s be subm itted on am ounts paid to 
independent contractors. 

l';ffecl - The O rleans Parish Coroner m ay be liable to lbe slate and federal governm ent for 
possible penalties. 

Cause - Supplem ental salaries were increased significantly in the eurreul year 

Corrective action l~lanaed - 1099 form s should be subm itted 
amounls paid. The Coroner's office is currently evalualing 
implement new policies and procedures as considered necessary 

to physicians and the IRS for 
this recom m endation and w ill 



Ref. N o 

O RLEAN S PAR1SI 1 CO RON ER 
(A Component Unit) 

CITY O F N EW  OR1,EAN S 

Schedule of Current Year Audit Findings and Corrective Action l'lan 
For the Years Ended June 30, 1998 and 1999 

Description 
of Finding 

Correct ive 
Action 
Planned 

Nam e of 
Contact 
Persou 

Anticipaled 
Com pletion 

Date 

99-7 See below See below W ayne M aggio 1/7/00 

l)escriplion of finding; 1,ate subm ission of audited financial statem ents 

8 

Condition - By statute, audited financial statem ents and accom panying reports and schedules 
m usl be subm itted to the Legislative Auditor no later than Decem ber 31, 1999. 

_
(
_

'rileria -- Louisiana Revenue Statule 24:513 requires governm ental entities having their financial 
slalem ents audiled to do so in a tim ely m ature r. The audited financial statcm cnls m ust also be 
subm itled to the Legislative Auditor w ithin six m onths after the entily's fiscal year end. 

Cause - The Orleans Parish Coroner did not provide appropriate documentation for expenditures 
incurred in a tim ely fashion. 

F, ffect - No known m aterial effect ou the financial statements 

Corrcclive action p/anncd - The audited financial statem ents of the O rleans Parish Coroner, 
including all findings and m anagem ent's corrective action plan, w ill be subm il.led Io lhc 
legislative auditor by January 10, 2000. 



Ref. N o 

Fiscal Year 
Finding 
Occurred 

O RLEAN S PAR1SIt CO RON ER 

(A Component Unit) 
CITY OF NEW  ORLEAN S 

Schedule of Prior Y ear Findings 
For tbe Year Ended June 30, 1997 

lntem al Control Reportable Conditions 

I)escription 
of Finding 

97-1 June 30, 1995 See below 

Correclive 
Action 
Taken 
N one 

See below 

Description of finding: Accounting for receivables and revenues 

Additional 
Explanation 

See below 

9 

Condiliou - "/lm Coroner's office m anually prepares billing invoices for parishes, olher than 
Orleans, for the use of its facilities on autopsies perform ed for those parishes. The financial 
inform ation in Ibis m anual accounts receivable system does nol refleel, at any point in tim e, the 
current or accurate am ount of receivables alld related revenues due fl-Olll Ibose parisbes, nor does 
it ensure thai lbe am ounts billed or any related collections are recorded into the accounting 
system . 

Criteria - Accurate receivables and revenues data are essential to prepare reliable fiuancia 
statem ents. 

_Cause - There are numerous causes of Ibis problem including: (1) failure to use conseculivcly, 
pre-numbered invoices; (2) failure to retain and systematically file invoices; (3) lack of properly 
trained employees assigned to this duly; and (4) failure to periodically reconcile bolh billings and 
collections with invoices and accounting system s records. 

l;ffecl - Extensive substantive audit tests of unrecorded billings and related revenue collcctions 
allowed estim ates to be m ade for financial reporting purposes. Our increased substantive tests of 
these eslimales indicated they prevented the financial statemenls from being materially m isstated; 
therefore, we consider this to be only a reportable condition. 

Corrective action taken 
995.) 

None. (This matter was first reported for the year ended Juue 30 

Additional explan,~tion - This problem has also becn included in the schedule of current year 
audit findings and corrective action plan. As noted, the Coroner's office is in the process of 
inslalling a com puter system for billing and receivables, whicb will be responsive to tim audilors' 
original recom m endation, 



Rcf. No 

Fiscal Year 
Finding 
Occurred 

ORLEAN S PARIS! 1 CORONER 
(A Component Unit) 

CITY O F N EW  O RLEAN S 

Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 

Internal Control Reoortable Conditions (continued 

Description 
of Finding 

97-2 June 30, 1995 See below 

l)cscriP!io!~ of findi~g 

Corrective 
Action 
Taken 
N one 

See below 

Additional 
Explanalion 

See below 

M issing invoices or olhcr supporl of cash disbursem cnts 

Condition - D aring our tests of cash disbursem ents, w e found 7 disbursem ents out of 114 for 
which the invoice or other supporting docum entation was m issing or incom plete. 

Criteria - All cash disbursem ents should be supported by the original invoice or other 
docum enlalion. 

Cause - The Coroner's system requires invoices or other supporl to be atlached to the file copy of 
the cheeks. M anagem ent believes these seven were sim ply m isplaced. 

Effect - The total of these 7 disbursements was im m aterial and the canceled checks were 
available for exam inaliou: therefore, there is no m aterial effect on tile financial statcm cnls. 

Corrcclive action takcn - None. (This matter was first reported for the year ended Juue 30, 1995.) 

Additional exp/a!lati0!l - This problem has also been included in the schedule of current year 
audit findings and corrective action plan. As noted previously, the Coroner should and will rc- 
em phasize the im portance of m aintaining detailed invoices or olher supporl for cash 
disbursem ents. 

l,',e f. No 

Fiscal Year 
Finding 
O ccurred 

Description 
of Finding 

97-3 June 30, 1997 See bclow 

Description of finding Inventory of properly 

Corrective 
Action 
Taken 
Y es 

See below 

Explanation 

See below 

A com plete physical inventory of property was not lakcn Ibis fiscal year 

Criteria - LSA-R.S. 39:32A requires physical invenlory of property cvery fiscal year 

Effecl - N o know n m aterial effect on lhe financial stalem cnls. A lest of all item s cosling m ore 
than $700 was performed during the audil. 



OR LEAN S PAR] Stt CO RON ER 

(A Component Unit) 
CITY OF N EW  ORLEAN S 

Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For lhe Year Ended June 30, 1997 

Internal Control Reportable Conditions (coL~tinued) 

Cause - M anagem eul oversight 

Corrective action taken - Corrected 

Addilional explanalion - A physical inventory of assets is properly taken each year 

P, ef. N o 

Fiscal Year 
Finding 
Occurred 

Internal Control M aterial W caknesses 

Description 
of Finding 

97-4 June 30, 1995 See below 

l)ese!'iplion of fi!ldi!lg: Lack of segregation of duties 

Correct ive 
Action 
Taken 
N one 

See below 

Additional 
Explanation 

See below 

2 

_Condition - The Coroner's office em ploys one bookkeeper who initiates expenditure transactions 
and processes all financial data, except for the billing of receivables, w hich is perform ed by a 
non-accounting type em ployee. This lim ited number of personnel does not allow for proper 
segregation of duties, which contributes to the lack of adequate intern al coutrol. 

Crilcria - Accurate recording, processing, review ing, and approval of all financial data are 
essential to prepare rcliable financial statem ents. 

(:at3se - The primary causes of this problem are (1) the small size of the entity, (2) the lack of 
qualifications and training of personnel performing accounting ftmctious, and (3) the lack of 
review and approval of transactions. 

Effect - W e increased the extent of substantive tests of the fuancial data where applicable. No 
inslances of m aterial m isstatem ent to the financial statem ents were found. I lowever, due to its 
significance, we consider this condition to be a m aterial weakness in internal control. 

(?orrective action taken - None. (This matter was first reported for the year ended June 30 
1995.) 

Additional explanation - This problem has also bccn included in the schedule of currcnt year 
attdil findings and corrective action plan. As noted previously, the Coroner's office is currently 
evaluating aud w ill be im plem euting the auditors' original recom m endalion of new control 
policies and procedures. 



Ref. N o 

97-5 

O RLEAN S PARISIt CO RON ER 
(A Component Unit) 

CITY OF N EW  ORLEAN S 

Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
}:or lhe Year Ended 3une 30, 1997 

hltemal Control Material Weaknesses (c(c(c(c~ inued) 

Fiscal Y ear 
Finding 
Occurred 

Description 
of Finding 

June 30, 1995 See below 

Description of finding 

Corrective 
Action 
Taken 
N one 

See below 

Reim bursem ents to em ployees 

Additional 
Explanation 

See below 

22 

Colj dition - The Coroner reim burses employees for m aterials and supplies, which they purchase 
for use by the Coroner's office with their personal funds or credit cards. A significant number of 
cheeks, 71, were paid to a cerlain employee for Ibis purpose totaling $11,500. In five of these 
cases, the docum entation of the item s purchased was not in sufficient detail to determ ine Ihe 
purpose of the purchase. These five total $1,000. 

Criteria - Sufficient docum entation should be m aintained on all expendilures so the type and 
purpose of ilem s purchased can be determ ined. 

Cause - l)ocum eutatiou was not properly fled 

Effect - W e increased the extent of substantive tests w here applicable. N o instances of m aterial 
m isstatement to tbe financial statem ents were found, llowever, due to its sigaificance, we 
consider tiffs to be a m aterial weakness in internal control. 

Corrective action laken None. (This matter was first repozled for the ycar endcd June 30, 1995.) 

Additional explanation - This problem has also been included in the schedule of current year 
audit findings and corrective action plan. As holed previously, the Coroner's office w ill m aintain 
appropriate docum enlalion for all future expenditures. 

Ref. N o 

Fiscal Year 
Finding 
Occm'red 

Description 
of Finding 

97-6 June 30, 1997 See below 

l)escri~)lion of finding: Related em ployees 

Corrcclive 
Action 
Taken 
Y es 

See below 

Additional 
Explanation 

See below 



ORLEAN S PA R1SIt CORON ER 

(A Component Unit) 
CITY OF N EW  O RLEAN S 

Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For tile Year Ended June 30, 1997 

Internal Control M aterial W eaknesses (continued) 

Condition - The Coroner's office em ploys a lim ited num ber of persomlel which, as staled in item 
97-4, does not allow for proper segregation of duties. A lso, two em ployees are m arried to each 
other, which furlber lim its the Coroner's ability to properly segregate duties. 

Criteria - Accurate recording, processing, review ing, and approval of all financial data arc 
essential to prepare reliable financial statem ents. 

Cause - Sm all size of entity 

Effect - W e increased tile extent of substantive tests where applicable. N o instances of m aterial 
nlisstalem ent to tile financial slatenlents were found, tlowever, due to its significance, we 
consider lhis to be a m aterial weakness in internal control. 

Corrective action taken - Corrected 

Addit!p!la~ ?lanafioa - One of the employees has resigned from tile Coroner's offi ce 

Ref. N o. 

Fiscal Y ear 
Finding 
Occurred 

l)escription 
of Finding 

Corrective 
A clion 
Taken 

Additional 
Explanalioll 

N onc 
97-7 June 30, 1997 Scc bclow See below See below 

Description offindin~g; Budget 

Condition - Total actual expenditures exceed total budgeted expenditures by 37.8% 
for tile fiscal ),ear ended June 30, 1997 was not am ended. 

The budget 

Criteria - l,a. Rev. Statue 39:1310 requires an am endm ent to the budget if expenditures are 
expected to exceed five percent of budgeted expenditures. 

Effect - No known m aterial effect on the financial statements 

Cat!se - Supplem cntal salaries were increased during the period and m anagement inadvertcnlly 
neglected to am end the budget accordingly. Also, physicians performing autopsies in the Orleans 
Parish Coroner's facility for other parishes were paid by the Coroner and recorded as professional 
fees and am ounts received from tllese parishes for these services were recorded as revenue. This 
is a reclassification of |hese item s from prior year presentation. 



ORI,EAN S PAR1SIt CORON ER 
(A Component Unit) 

CITY O F N EW  ORLEAN S 

Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30. 1997 

Internal Control M aterial W eaknesses (continued) 

Corrective action taken 

30, 1995.) 

24 

Not corrected. (Tiffs matter was first reported for tile year ended June 

Additional explanat!on - Tile budget will be amended in flmire years wbenever total expenditures 
are expected to exceed budgeted amounts by m ore than 5% . 

Ref. N o 

Fiscal Year 
Finding 
Occurred 

Description 
of Finding 

97-8 June 30, 1996 See below 

Description of finding; Payroll taxes and 1099 form s 

Corrective 
Action 
Taken 
Y es 

See below 

Additional 
Explanation 

See below 

Payroll taxes are not w ithbeld and rem itted on supplem ental salaries paid to 
employees. 1099 form s are not prepared and subm itted to physicians and lhe 1RS for paym enls 
m ade to physicians perform ing autopsies. 

Criler!a - Federal and state regulations require that payroll taxes be witbheld and t'cmittcd on 
cm ploycc com pensalion and that 1099 form s be subm itted on am ounts paid to independent 
contractors. 

_Effect - The Orleans Parish Coroner may be liable to the state and federal government for these 
taxes and for possible penalties. 

Cause - Supplem ental salaries were increased significantly during the current year. Also, 
paym ents to physicians perform ing autopsies for other parishes w ere reclassified in the current 
year to report them w ith professional fees expenditures rather than to net lhem with amounts 
received from other parishes. 

Corrective action taken - The payrol 
of 1099 form s has not been corrected 

996.) 

taxes condition has been corrected; however, the om ission 
(This matter was first reported for the year ended June 30, 

Additional explanation - This problem has been included in the schedule of current year audit 
findings and corrective action plan. As noted previously, tile Coroner's office is currently 
evaluating the auditors' original recom m endation to implem ent new policies and procedures w ith 
respect to the subm ission of 1099 form s to physicians and the IRS. 



ORLEAN S PAR1Stt CORON ER 
(A Componeut Unit) 

CITY OF NEW  ORLEAN S 

Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 

M aaagenlen! Letter 

A m anagem em lelter was not issued for tile year ended June 30, 1997; however, all prior year 
findings were properly disclosed in the independenl auditors' report on com pliance w ilh laws aud 
regulations and internal conlrol over financial reporting. 


