
ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PAR ISH CO UN CIL 
LAPLA CE, LO UISIANA 

REGEIVEO L EGI
S~.AT!VE AUDITOR 

OI~ JUL - I IIM I I z 2 l 

CO M PREH ENSIVE AN NUAL FINAN CIAL RE PO RT 

Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 



ST. JOH N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO UN CIL 
LA PLA CE, LO UISIA NA 

CO M PREH EN SIVE AN NUAL FINA N CIAL  RE PO RT 

A S of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

INTR OD UCTO RY  SECTIO N 

TA BLE O F CO NTEN TS 

Letter of Transm ittal v 
GFOA Certificate of Achievem an t for Excellence in Financial Reporting xi 
Principal Offi cials 
Organizational Chart 

FI NAN CIA L SECTION 

IND EPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

M anagem ent's Discussion and Analysis 

BASIC FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

Govern m ent-wide Financial Statem ents 

Statem ent of N et Assets 

Statem ent of A ctivities 

Xll 

xiii 

10 

11 



TABLE OF CONTENTS (CONTINUED) 

Proprietary Funds: 

Statem ent of Net Assets 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in 
Net A ssets 

Statem ent of Cash Flows 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION OTHER THAN MAN AGEMENT S 
DISCUSSION AND AN ALYSIS 

Schedule of Revenues, Expen ditures, an d Changes 
in Fund Balan ce - Budget an d Actual - General Fund 

17 

... 18 

... 19 

... 21 

66 

Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes 
in Fund Balance - Budget and Actual - 
Roads an d Bridges 68 

Schedule of Revenues, Expen ditures, and Changes 
in Fun d Balan ce - Budget an d Actual - 
Economic Developm ent 

Schedul e of Revenues, Expenditures, an d Chan ges 
in Fun d Balan ce - Budget and Actu al - 
Sales Tax District 

N otes to Required Supplem en tary Inform ation 

OTHER SUPPLEM ENTAR Y INFORM ATION 

G OVERNM ENTAL FUND S 

Combining Balance Sheet - Nonmajor Governmental Funds 

Com bining Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, an d Changes 

in Fun d Balances - Nonmajor Governmental Fun ds 

PROPRIETARY FUND S 

Combining Statement of Net Assets - Nonmajor Proprietary Funds 

.. 70 

.. 71 

79 

83 



TABLE OF CONTENTS (CONTINUED) 

Combining Statement of Cash Flows - Nonmajor Proprietary Funds 

STATISTICAL SECTION - (UNAUDITED) 

GOVERNM ENT-W IDE INFORM ATION 

Govern m ent-W ide Expenses by Fun ction 

Governm ent-W ide Revenues 

FUND INFORM ATION : 

General Governm ental Expenditures by Function 

General Governm ental Revenues by Source 

Property Tax Levies and Collections 

Assessed Value of Taxable Property 

Assessed and Estim ated Actual Value of Taxable Property 

Value of Exempt Industrial Property 

Parishwide Property Tax M illage 

Ratio of N et General Bonded D ebt to Assessed Value and N et Bonded Debt Per Capita 

Legal Debt M argin 

Ratio of Annual Debt Service for General Bonded Debt to Total 
General Governm ental Expenditures 

Com putation of Direct mad Overlapping Bonded Debt - General Obligation Bonds 

Revenue Bond Coverage : 

Property Value, Construction an d Bank Deposits 

Principal Property Tax payers 

Schedule of Council Members and Parish President Compensation 

Dem ographic Statistics 

111 

86 

88 

89 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 



TABLE OF CONTENTS (CONTINUED) 

SING LE A UDIT SECTIO N 

Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance and on 
Intem al Control over Financial Reporting Based on an  
Audit of Financial Statem ents Perform ed in 
Accordance with Government Auditing Standards 

In dep endent Auditor's Rep ort on Complian ce with 
Requirements Applicable to Each M ajor Program and 
In tern al Control over Com plian ce in Accordance with 
OM B Circular A-133 108 

Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 110 

N otes to Schedule of Expenditures of Federa l Awards 

Schedule of Findings an d Questioned Costs 113 

Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings and Questioned Costs 116 

Corrective Action Plan  117 

1V 



INTR OD UCTO RY SECTIO N 



ST. JO H N  TH E B A PTIST PA R ISH  

N ickie M onica 
Parish President 

M ay 26, 2004 

Office of the Parish President 

To the H onorable Parish President, 
Council M em bers, and th e Citizens of St. John the Baptist Parish: 

The comprehensive annual finan cial report of St. John  th e Baptist Parish for the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 2003, is hereby subm itted as m andated by the St. John  th e Baptist Parish Hom e 
Rule Charter and state statutes. The Hom e Rule Charter an d th e state statutes require that St. John  
th e Baptist Parish issue annually a report on its finan cial position an d activity, an d that an  
indep endent firm  of certified public accountan ts audit this report. Responsibility for both th e 
accuracy of th e data, an d th e com pleteness an d fairn ess of the presentation, including all 
disclosures, rests w ith  m an agem ent. To the best of our  know ledge and belief, the enclosed data 
are accur ate in all m aterial respects an d are rep orted in a m anner that presen ts fairly the financial 
position an d results of operations of th e various funds, and component units of St. John  the 
Baptist Parish. All disclosures necessary to enable th e reader to gain an  understan ding of St. John  
the Baptist Pafish's activities have been included. 

The com prehensive annual finan cial rep ort is presented in  four  sections: in troductory, finan cial, 
statistical, and single audit. The in troductory  section, w hi ch is unaudited, includes this letter of 
tran sm ittal, the m ost recen t GFOA Certificate, an  organizational chart and a list of St. John  the 
Baptist Parish's principal elected an d appointed offi cials. The finan cial section includes 
m anagem ent's discussion an d analysis, basic fm aneial statem ents, requi red supplem ental 
inform ation an d other supplem ental in form ation, as w ell as th e independent auditor's rep ort. The 
statistical section, whi ch is un audited, includes selected fm ancial and dem ographi c inform ation, 
generally presented on a ten-year  basis. 

The Parish is required to un dergo an  annual single audit in conformity with the provisions of the 
Single Audit Act of 1996 and U.S. Offi ce of M an agement an d Budget Circular A-133, "Audits 
of States, Local Govern m ents, and Non-Profit Organ izations". Inform ation related to this single 
audit, including the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Aw ards, findings an d questioned costs, 
an d auditor's rep orts on com pliance an d on intern al controls, are included in th e single audit 
section of this report. 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH 

St. John the Baptist Parish (or St. John  Parish) is located in southeast Louisiana, part of the 
industrial corridor that stretches along the M ississippi River between Baton Rouge an d New 
Orlean s. Its proxim ity to the lar gest cities of south Louisiana provides am ple opportunity to take 
advantage of th e comm ercial, industrial, an d recreational resources available in both directions. 

1801 w . Airline Hwy. LaPlace, LA 70068 

(985) 652-9569 (985) 536-7643 (985) 497-3431 FAX (985) 6524131 

www.sjbparish.com 



St. John Parish has an estim ated population of 44
,748 and covers a 219 square m ile area. It is 

one of three river parishes that comprise the Port of South Louisiana
, which is the nation's 

lar gest tonnage port. 

The econom ic base of St. John Parish is dom inated by the petrochem ical, grain, and steel 
industries, which flourish along the M ississippi River from  Baton Rouge to the Gulf of M exico. 

Its hard w orking labor force, excellent transportation netw ork, abundant raw m aterials, an d lan d 
for com m ercial an d industrial developm ent m ake St. John  Parish an  ideal prospect for business 
investm ent. 

REPO RTIN G ENTITY 

A Hom e Rule Charter, which w as approved on N ovem ber 4, 1980, established St. John  the 
Baptist Parish's current system  of govern m ent. The Parish operates un der a president-council 
form  of govern m ent with th e Parish President, seven district Council M em bers an d tw o at-large 
Council M em bers, each elected for a four-year concurrent term . 

The Parish President is th e chi ef executive officer of the Parish responsible for carrying out the 
policies adopted by the St. John  the Baptist Parish Council and for the adm inistration, direction, 
and supervision of all Parish departm ents, em ployees, agencies, and special districts. The Parish 
President submits an  operating and capital outlay budget to the Coun cil for adoption at least sixty 
days before the beginning of each fiscal year . 

The St. John  the Baptist Parish Council (the Council) is the governing authority for St. John the 
Baptist Parish. The Coun cil consists of nine m embers of which seven m em bers ar e elected to 
represent each of th e Parish's seven districts. Two m em bers ar e elected from  single m em ber 
divisions with  each division representing approxim ately fifty percent of the Parish population. 
The Coun cil elects a chairm an and vice-chairm an  from  am ong its nine m embers. The Council 
m ay levy an d collect taxes, special as sessm ents, service char ges, license charges, fees and other 

revenues, and borrow funds in such a manner and subject to limitations provided by law. 

Thi s report includes govern m ent-wide finan cial statem ents an d fund finan cial statem ents of the 
Parish. As required by generally accep ted accoun ting principles, the finan cial statem ents of th e 
reporting entity present the primary government (the Parish) an d its component units. Component 
units ar e defin ed as legally separ ate organ izations for whi ch the Parish is finan cially accoun table. 
The bas ic criterion for determ ini ng wheth er a governm ental departm ent, agency, institution, 
commission, public authority, or other governmental organization should be included in a primary 
governm ental unit's bas ic financial statem ents is finan cial accoun tability. Finan cial accountability 
includes the appointment of a voting majority of the organ ization's goveming body an d the ability 
of th e prim ary governm ent to im pose it's w ilt on th e organization or if there is a financial 
benefit/burden relationshi p. Fiscal-dep endency m ay also play a part in determ ini ng financial 
accountability. In addition, a com ponen t unit can  l~e another organization for w hich the nature 

and significance of its relationship with the primary government (the Parish) is such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity's finan cial statem ents to be misleading or incomplete. 

The com ponent units noted below are included in the Parish's reporting entity either as blended 
com ponent units or as discretely presented com ponent units because of the significan ce of their 
operational or fin ancial relations hip with th e Parish. 



Blended Com nonent U nits 

Crim inal Court Fund 

Discretely Presented Component Units 

Com m un ity Action A gency 
Library 

YEAR  IN REVIEW  

ECO NO M IC DEVELO PM ENT &  TO URISM  

The St. John the Baptist Parish Econom ic D evelopm ent D epartm ent has focused its efforts on 
business retention and expansion. Existing industries in St John Parish invested or comm itted to 
invest approxim ately $ 643 million in capital improvem ents and expansions in the last 3 years. 
Retail developm ent continues to be a focus to increase sales tax revenues and residents access to 
products an d services w ithin the com m unity. Retail has continued to flourish with  Hom e 
D epot's com pletion in 2003 and with Super W al-M art's expan sion slated for com pletion by late 
2004. In addition, the Riverlands Shopping Center is currently under renovation to attract 
"higher end" retailers. The 200-bed V eteran's H om e aw arded to St. John Parish in 2001 w ill 

begin construction in late 2004. The VA Home will create 200 new perman ent jobs. The 
Veteran 's Department is also working with the adjacent River Parishes Techn ical College to be 
th e training center for the practical nurses needed for all Veteran s facilities across the state. 

RE CREATIO N 

The Parks an d Recreation D epartm ent strives to provide the best recreational resources for the 
youths an d adults of St. John  the Baptist Parish. In 2003, w e had over 1,000 participan ts in the 
various sports sponsored by th e Parks and Recreation Departm ent. In addition, the parish began  
th e design and construction of recreational park improvements totaling $4,150,000. 

The Parks and Recreation Departm ent's 8-year-old boys qualified for the Biddy N ational 
Tourn am ent, an d the 10-year -old boys w ere crowned Biddy Basketball National Cham pions. 

In  bas eball, the 8-year-olds, 9-year-olds, 10-year-olds, and 1 l-year-olds advanced to the Dizzy 
Dean  W orld series. The 11-year-olds were Crowned Dizzy Dean W orld Series Cham pions in 
Atlan ta, GA . 

VII 



PLANNIN G AN D ZO NIN G 

St. John the Baptist Parish continues to grow. The following major subdivisions completed 
constru ction and received final acceptance by the parish in 2003: 

~ W ood Ridge Subdivision 
~ River Oaks Subdivision, Phase II 
~ Palm etto Lak es Subdivision, Phase V 

40 residential lots 
50 residential lots 
55 residential lots 

2003 w as an other busy year for building and expansion. The St. John the Baptist Parish School 
Board expan ded five schools for a total cost of $4,307,484. One private school in St. John the 
Baptist Parish also did an expansion that totaled $550,000. In addition, W al-M art began a year 
long expan sion into a Super W al-M art for a total cost of $4,259,000. A major responsibility of 
th e Planning & Zoning D epartm ent is the perm itting of residential, com m ercial, and industrial 
developm ents. The following compares 2003 residential, com m ercial, an d industrial perm its to 
2002: 

2003 
Perm its N um ber Value 

Residential 256 $ 30,393,126 
Comm ercial 10 6,104,800 
Industrial 4 932.000 

Totals 270 $ 37,429,926 

2002 
Num ber Value 

208 $ 26,511,108 
9 3,347,189 
l 882,500 

218 $ 30,740,797 

In  2003, construction developm ent in St. John  the Baptist Parish increased by m ore th an 20%  
with the reported value increasing by approxim ately $6.7 million dollars. 

INFRA -STR UCTURE IM PRO VEM ENTS 

The Parish completed numerous capital projects in 2003, which ran ged from recreational 
facilities, road im provem ents, and drainage im provem ents. The Parish still has quite a few oth er 

capital projects ongoing. These capital projects include $2,300,000 in drainage projects, 
$4,100,000 in road rehabilitations, and $7,450,000 in building constructions an d renovations. 
These capital projects are a result of the January 19, 2002 election, in which the residents of St. 
John the Baptist Parish voted for an $18 m illion dollar capital improvem ent general obligation 
bond issue. This bond issue did not yequire a tax increas e on the residents of St. John the Baptist 
Parish. The paying off of old bond issues, as well as the growth in as sessed valuation, has m ade 
this current issue possible. 
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FUT URE INITIATIVES 

On July 17, 2004, an election is being called in which St. John the Baptist Parish voters have the 
ability to approve $9,500,000 in general obligation bonds. This bond issue will be used to make 
various capital improvem ents to the St. John the Baptist Parish water system . As with the $18 
m illion dollar capital im provem ent general obligation bond election in 2002, th is bond issue will 
not require a tax increase on the residents of St. John  the Baptist Parish. 

INTERNAL AN D BUD GETARY CO NTRO LS 

The Finance Departm ent is responsible for the establishm ent and m aintenance of an intern al 
control structure designed to provide reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that th e assets of the 
Par ish ar e safeguar ded from  loss, theft, or m isuse and to ensure th e reliability of finan cial records 
for preparing finan cial statem ents in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
The concept of reasonable assuran ce recogn izes that the cost of a control should not exceed the 
benefits likely to be derived and that the valuation of costs an d benefits requires estim ates and 

judgements by man agement. 

Form al budgetary accounting is em ployed as a m anagem ent control device during the year for 

the general fund, special revenue funds, debt service funds, capital project funds, and enterprise 
funds. The level of budgetary control is at the departm ent/fu nd level. Appropriations that ar e 
not expended or encum bered lapse at year -end. 

Budgets for the general, special revenue, an d capital projects funds are adopted on a modified 
accrual basis of accounting. Budgets for the enterprise funds are adopted on an accru al basis. 

CASH M ANAGEM ENT 

St. John  the Baptist Parish established an  investm ent policy by local ordinan ce in 1988. The 

Parish's primary objectives, in order, of investment activities are: safeguarding of principal 
investm ent, liquidity, and return on investm ent. The Parish's portfolio, as  of D ecem ber 31, 
2003, consists of interest bearing checking accounts with the local fiscal agent bank based upon 

competitive bid an d investments with the Louisian a Asset M an agement Pool (LAM P). 

CA PITAL  ASSETS 

The capital assets of St. John the Baptist Parish are those capital assets used in the perform ance 
of govern m ental an d business-type activities. As of December 31, 2003, th e Parish's capital 
assets am oun ted to $103,567,322, net of accumulated depreciation. 

RISK  M AN AGEM ENT 

St. John Parish is insured for general liability, autom obile liability, property, unem ploym ent, and 
worker's compensation. In addition, various control techn iques, including pre-employm ent 
physicals an d dru g screening an d an employee safety program , have been im plem ented to 
m inim ize accident-related losses. 



INDEPEND ENT A UDIT 

As required by Louisiana State Statute, the Parish has had an  annual audit perform ed by 

independent certified public accountants, Rebowe & Company, CPAs, APC. The independent 
auditor's report on the basic financial statem ents has an unqualified opinion. The audit m eets the 
requirem ents of Louisian a State Law an d the Single Audit Act of 1996 an d related OM B 
Circular A-133. The independent auditor's report on the basic finan cial statem en ts is included in 
th e finan cial section while the single audit reports are included in the single audit section. 

AW ARD S 

The Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) awarded a Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Finan cial Rep orting to the Parish for its com prehensive annual finan cial report 
for th e year  ended D ecem ber 31, 2002. This w as the first year  that th e Parish has  received this 
prestigious aw ar d. In order to be aw arded a Certificate of A chi evem ent, the Parish published an  
eas ily readable an d efficiently organized com prehen sive an nual financial report. This report 
satisfied both generally accep ted accounting principles an d applicable legal requirem ents. 

A Certificate of Achievem ent is valid for a period of one year only. W e believe that our current 
com prehensive annual finan cial report continues to m eet th e Certificate of Achi evem ent 
Program 's requirem ents an d we ar e subm itting it to the GFOA to determ ine its eligibility for 
anoth er certificate. 

ACK N O W LED G EM ENT 

I would like to take thi s opporttmity to express m y appreciation to all m embers of the finan ce 
dep artm ent and other participating em ployees who contributed to the tim ely prep ar ation of this 
report. Additionally, I would like to thank the Parish Presiden t an d Parish Coun cil for th eir 
continued interest and support in planning an d conducting the operations of the Parish in a 
responsible an d progressive m anner. 

Respectfully subm itted, 
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FINAN CIAL SECTIO N 



R EBOW E & C OM PANY 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

CON SULTANTS 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

3501 N. Causeway Blvd. ~ Suite 810 ~ EO. Box 6952 ~ MetaJrie, LA 70009 
Phone (604) 837-9116 ~ Fax (504) 837-0123 ~ E-mail rebowe@rebowe.com 

IND EPEND ENT A UDITO R 'S REPO RT 

To the Honorable President 
and M em bers of the Council 
St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

W e have audited th e accompanying financial statem ents of the govern m ental activities, th e 
business-type ac tivities , the aggregate discretely presented com ponent units, each major fund, and 
the aggregate remaining fund information of St. John the Baptist Parish Council (the "Parish"), as 
of an d for th e year ended December 31, 2003, which collectively com prise th e Parish's basic 
financial statem ents as  listed in th e table of contents. These basic fin ancial statem ents are th e 
responsibility of the m anagem ent of the Parish. Our  responsibility is to express an  opinion on th es e 
financial statem ents based on our audit. W e did not audit the financial statem ents of the discretely 
presented govern m ental com ponent unit St. John th e Baptist Parish Library, whi ch represent 5% , 
7% , and 5% , respec tively, of th e as sets, net as sets, an d revenues of the St. John  the Baptist Parish 
Coun cil. Th ose fin an cial statem ents were audited  by oth er auditors whose reports th er eon w ere 
furn ished to us, and our opini on, insofar as  it relates to th e am oun ts included for th e St. John th e 
Baptist Parish Library, is based on the rep orts of the oth er auditors. 

W e conducted our  audi t in accordance w ith auditin g stan dards gener ally accepted in th e Uni ted 
States of Am erica an d th e stan dards applicable to fin ancial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued  by th e Comptroller Gen eral of the Uni ted States. Those standards require that w e 
plan and perform  th e audit to obtain reasonable as sur ance about whether the bas ic fin an cial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem en t. An audi t in cludes exam ining, on a test bas is, evi dence 
supporting th e am ounts an d disclosur es in the basic finan cial statem ents. An  audit also includes 
as sessing th e accoun ting principles used an d significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as 
evaluating th e overall bas ic financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our  audit provides a 
reas onable bas is for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the fin ancial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, 
the respective financial position of the governm ental activities, the business-type activities, the 
aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining 
fund inform ation of St. John  the Baptist Parish Council as of D ecem ber 31, 2003, an d the 
respective changes in financial position an d cash flows, where applicable, thereof for th e year 
then ended in  conform ity w ith  accounting principles gen erally accepted in  th e United States of 
Am erica. 



As described in Note 1T. to the financial statem ents, th e Parish adopted the provisions of GASB 

Statement No. 34, Basic Financial Statements - and Management's Discussion and Analysis -for 
State and Local Governments, as am ended by Statem ent No. 37, Basic Financial Statements - and 
M anagement's D iscussion and Analysis - For State and Local Governm ents: Omnibus, Statem ent 
N o. 38, Certain Financial Statement Note D isclosures, and Interpretation N o. 6, Recognition and 

Measurement of Certain Liabilities and Expenditures in Governmental Fund Financial 
Statements, as of January 1, 2003. These new accounting standards result in a change in the 
form at and content of the finan cial statem ents. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated M ay 26, 
2004, on our consideration of the St. John the Baptist Parish Council's internal control over 
financial reporting an d our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grants. That report is an  integr al part of an audit perform ed in accordance with 

Govern ment Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in considering 
the results of our audit. 

The managementls discussion an d an alysis and budgetary comparison inform ation on pages 3 
through 9 an d 66 through 71, are not a required part of th e basic finan cial statem ents but are 
supplem entary inform ation required by accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of Am erica. W e have applied certain lim ited procedures, which consisted principally of 
inquiries of m an agem ent regar ding the m ethods of m eas urem ent an d presentation of the 
supplem entary inform ation. H ow ever, we did not audit th e inform ation an d express no opinion on 

Our  audit was conducted for the purp ose of form ing an opinion on the financial statem ents that 
collectively comprise the Parish's basic finan cial statem ents. Th e introductory section, combinin g 

nonmajor fund financial statements, and statistical section are presented for purposes of additional 
analysis an d are not a required part of the bas ic finan cial statem ents. The accom pan ying schedule 
of expenditures of federal awards is presented for purposes of additional an alysis as required by 
U.S. Office of M an agement and Budget Circular A-133, Audits of States; Local Governments, and 
Non-Profit Organizations, and is also not a required part of the basic finan cial statements of St. 
John the Baptist Parish Coun cil. The combining nonmajor fund financial statements and the 
schedule of expenditures of federal awards have been subjected to the auditing procedures applied 
in the audit of th e basic finan cial statem ents an d, in our  opinion, are fairly stated, in all m aterial 
respects in relation to the basic financial statem ents taken as  a whole. The introductory and 

statistical sections have not been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the 
basic finan cial statem ents and, accordingly, we express no opinion on th em . 

M etairie, Louisiana 
M ay 26, 2004 



REQUIRED SUPPLEM ENTARY INFORM ATION 



M ANAGEM ENT'S DISCUSSION AND AN ALYSIS 

This section of the St. John the Baptist Parish Council's financial report presents our 
discussion an d an alysis of th e Parish's financial perform an ce during the year that ended 

on December 31, 2003. Please read it in conjun ction with the transmittal letter at the fi-ont 
of th is rep ort and th e Parish's financial statem ents, whi ch follow this section. 

FINAN CIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

The as sets of St. John th e Baptist Parish Coun cil exceeded its liabilities by approxim ately 
$79 million at December 31, 2003. Of this amount approximately $61 million is in 
capital assets net of related debt. The Parish's unrestricted net assets in governm ental 
activities are a deficit of $6 m illion due to depreciation and related debt on infrastructure 
assets. Business-type activities unrestricted net assets are approxim ately $1 million and 
m ay be used to m eet th e Parish's ongoing obligations. 

Th e total net assets of the Parish decreas ed in 2003 by approximately $8 million. Net 
assets of governm ental activities decreased by approxim ately $2 million, an d net assets of 
business-type activities decreased by approximately $6 million. Th is decrease in net 
assets was due prim arily to depreciation of approxim ately $7.3 m illion. 

The Parish's governm ental funds reported com bined fund balan ces of approxim ately $32 
million with approximately $158,943 in the general fund. The general fund portion 
decreased by approximately $229,583 due to an  increase in expenses related to updating 
an d im proving th e Parish's planning an d zoning regulations. Th e fun d balan ce of the 
general fund represents 3%  of th e general fu nd expenditures. 

OVERV IEW  OF THE FIN AN CIA L STATEM ENTS 

This annual report consists of four parts: management's discussion an d an alysis (this 
section), the basic fmancial statements, required supplementary information, an d an 
optional section that presents combining statements for non-major governmental funds 
an d internal service funds. The bas ic fm ancial statem ents include two kinds of statem ents 
that present different views of the Parish: 

The first tw o statem ents are governm ent-wide finan cial statem ents that provide both 
long-term  an d short-term  inform ation about th e Parish's overall finan cial status. 

The rem aining statem ents ar e fund finan cial statem ents that focus on individual parts of 
th e Parish governm ent, rep orting th e Parish's operations in m ore detail than  the 
govern m ent-wide statem ents. 



Govern m ent-W ide Financial Statem ents 

The governm ent-wide finan cial statem ents report inform ation about the Parish as a whole 
using accounting m ethods sim ilar to those used by private-sector com panies

. The 
statem ent of net assets includes all of the governm ent's assets and liabilities. A ll of the 
current year 's revenues and expenses are accounted for in the statem ent of activities 
regardless of when cash is received or paid. 

The tw o governm ent-wide statem ents report the Parish's net assets an d how they have 
chan ged. The government-wide financial statements are divided into three categories: 

~ Governm ental activities - This category includes m ost of the Parish's basic 
services such as public safety, public w orks

, tran sportation, an d general 
govern m ent. Sales taxes and property taxes finance m ost of this activity. 

~ Business-type activities - This category reflects operations that are financed and 
operated in a m anner sim ilar to private businesses where the Parish char ges a fee 
for serv ices it provides. The Parish's w ater, sewer, solid waste

, an d m osquito 
abatem ent system s ar e included here. 

~ Com ponent Units - This category  includes the St. John Comm unity Action 
Agency an d the St. John Parish Library. These entities are legally sep ar ate from  
the Parish, but the Parish is finan cially accountable for th em . 

Fund Finan cial Statem ents 

The fund financial statem ents provide m ore detailed inform ation about the Parish's m ost 
significan t fun ds - not the Parish as a whole. Funds ar e accounting devices th at the Parish 
uses to keep track of specific sources of funding and spending for particular  purposes. 
The Parish has m any funds to account for the num erous fu nding sour ces provided 

annually. However, the fun d finan cial statements look at the Parish's major funds with all 
non-major funds presented in total in one column. These statements report governmental 
activities on a m ore current bas is rather than  a long-term  bas is, indicating sources an d 
uses of funding and resources available for spending in future periods. 

The Parish has two types of funds 

Governmental funds - Most of the Parish's activities are reported in governmental funds, 
which focus on how m oney flows in and out of those funds, the balan ces that ar e left at 
year-end, an d the am ount available for spending in future periods. These fun ds ar e 
reported using the m odified accrual basis of accounting, which m easures cash an d all 
oth er finan cial assets th at can  bereadily converted to cash. 

The relationship betw een govern m ental activities reported in the govern m ent-wide 
finan cial statem ents an d th e govern m ental funds reported in the fund financial statem ents 
are reconciled in the fu nd finan cial statem ents. 



Proprietary funds - Services for which the Parish charges customers a fee are generally 
reported in proprietary funds. Proprietary funds, like govern m ent-wide statem ents

, 

provide both long and short-term  financial inform ation. 

The business-type activities reported in the governm ent-w ide financial statem ents ar e the 
sam e as th e proprietary funds reported in th e fund financial statem ents

, but the latter 
provide m ore detail an d additional inform ation, such as cash flows. 

GOVERNM ENT-W IDE STATEM ENTS 

The follow ing table reflects condensed inform ation on th e Parish's net assets. 

Ctm'ent and other assets 

Capital assets 

Total assets 

Long-term  debt outstanding 
Oth er liabilities 

Total liabilities 

Net assets 

Invested in capital assets, 
net of related debt 

Restricted 
Unrestricted 

Total net assets 

Governm ental 

Activities 

Statem ent of Net Assets 

December 31, 2003 

(in thousands) 

Business-type 

Activities Total 

53,152 10,855 64,007 

(11,632) 
20,964 
(5,643) 

72,777 

1,354 
839 

61,145 

22,318 
(4.804 

$ 3.689 $ 74.970 $ 78.659 



The Parish's total revenues and total expenses for governm ental and business-type 
activities are reflected in the following chart. 

Revenues 

Program  revenues 

Charges for services 

Operating grants and contributions 

Capital gains and contributions  
General revenues 

Pro perty taxes 

Sales taxes 

Other taxes 

Grants and contributions not restricted 

to specific programs 
Oth er 

Total revenues 

Governm ental 

Activities 

Changes in Net Assets 

December 31, 2003 

(in thousands) 

Business-type 

Activities Total 

22,524 11,483 34,007 



The Parish's overall governm ental revenues increased by approxim ately 5%  from  the 
previous year due to an increase in sales tax revenue, which is the Parish's largest 
revenue. The Parish's sales tax represents approxim ately 45%  of th e Parish's total 
governm ental revenues. The Parish's overall governm ental expenses rem ained fairly 
consistent with  th e previous year. 

The Parish's business-type revenues increased 2%  from previous year due to CPI and rate 

adjustments on water and sewer charges. The business-type expenses increased by 37% 
w ith the increase prim ar ily due to depreciation for the w ater and sew er infras tructure 
assets. A lso, personnel expenses increased due to cost of living increases and rising 
health insurance costs. 

A com par ative an alysis w ill be provided in future years when prior year  inform ation is 
available. 

BUD GETAR Y HIGHLIGHTS 

Over the course of the year, the Parish revises its budget as  it attem pts to deal with 
unexpected changes in revenues and expenditures. (A schedule showing the Parish's 
original an d final budget am ounts compared with actual am ounts is provided later in this 

report.) 

There w ere significant revisions m ade to the general fund and roads and bridges budgets. 
The general fund budgeted revenues were increased by approxim ately $340,000 due to 
the receipt of a $280,000 federal grant for a recreational trail. The rem aining am ount of 
the increase w as  due to increases in occupational licenses an d building perm it fees. The 
expenditures were increased approximately $850,000 due to the afore-m entioned gran t, 
as well as the expenditures related to updating and improving the Parish's planning an d 
zoning regulations. 

The roads an d bridges fund revenues were increased by $1.2 m illion due to three gr an ts 
totaling approxim ately $1 million received in 2003. The other $200,000 was related to 
the sale of some Parish-owned property. The roads an d bridges expenditures were 
increased by approximately $1.7 million with $1.2 million in expenditures relating to the 
above-m entioned gr ants. The rem aining $500,000 increase was due mainly to som e 
increases in personnel costs related to salaries an d health insuran ce costs. 

CAPITAL ASSETS AND DEBT ADM INISTRATION 

The Parish's investm ent in capital assets as of Decem ber 31, 2003 for its governm ental 
and business-type activities were approxim ately $104 m illion, net of dep reciation as 
reflected in the schedule below : 



Land 
Buildings 

Equipment and fixtures 
Infrastructure 
Construction in progress 

Total 

Capital Assets 
December 31, 2003 

(in thousands) 

Governmentat Business-type 

The majority of the capital additions for the year were for infrastructure as the Parish 
continues its im provem ents related to w ater, roads, drainage, and sew erage. 

LONG-TERM  DEBT 

The Parish had approximately $55 million in long-term debt as shown in the table below 

General Obligation Bonds 

Certificates of Indebtedness 
Public improvement Bonds 
Sales Tax Bonds 
Capital Lease Obligations 
Promissory N otes 
Revenue Bonds 

Total 

Outstanding long-term debt 
December 31, 2003 

(in thousands ) 

Governmental Business-type 
Activities Activities Total 

The Parish's long-term debt increased by approximately $8 million due to the selling of 
$11 m illion in general obligation bonds. This was the las t portion of general obligation 
bonds Sold in connection with the $18 million capital improvement general obligation 
bond issue approved by the voters on January 19, 2002. In addition, the Parish applied 
for a bond rating from M oody's and Standard & Poor's. In April 2002, the Parish was 
able to upgrade its bond rating with M oody's from a Baal to an A3 rating, an d for the 



first tim e received an A- rating from Stan dard & Poor's. The A3 and A- ratings of the 
respective agencies represent equivalent ratings. 

ECON OM IC FACTORS 

The Parish's property tax base continues to grow, and sales taxes are expected to 
continue to increase due to the opening of a Home Depot and the expansion of the Super 
W al-mart. However, health care costs and the costs associated with providing services 
continue to increase at a rate greater than  revenues, which will continue to put a strain on 
the Parish's resources. 

The new sales tax approved in 2003, which will begin collecting tax es in 2004, w ill 
provide for a partially paid fire departm ent in the Parish. 

FINAN CIA L CON TACT 

This finan cial report is designed to provide our citizens, taxpayers, custom ers, and 
investors and creditors with a general overv iew of the Parish's finances and to 
dem onstrate the Parish's accountability for the m oney it receives. If you have questions 
about thi s report or need additional inform ation, contact the Parish's Finance Director at 
1801 W . Airline Hw y., LaPlace, LA 70068. 



BA SIC FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 



ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO UN CIL 

LA PLA CE, LO UISIANA 

STATEM EN T O F NET A SSETS 

D ecem ber 31, 2003 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Investmcn~ 

Receivables (net of alinwanecs) 
Accounts 
Ad valorem taxes 
Other 
Inventol~, at cost 
Due from component units 
Due from primary government 
Due from other govern ments 

Restricted assets 
Other assets 
Internal balances 

Capital assets (net of accumulated depreciation) 
TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts, salaries, and other payables 
Contracts payable 
Due to component units 
Due to primary government 

Due to other governments 
Deposits due others 
Other liabilities 

Interest payable 
Noncurremt liabilities 
Due within one year 
Due in more than one year 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 

NET ASSETS 
Invested in capital assets, net of related debt 
Restricted for: 

Capital projects 
Debt service 

Other puqaoses 
Unrestricted 

TOTAL NET ASSETS 

P PdM ARY GOVERNM ENT COM PONENT UNITS 
GOVERNM ENTAL BUSINESS-TYPE 

ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES 

$ 25,239,799 $ 
105,703 

2,191,050 
4,911,303 
992,762 

15,788 

547,504 

100,000 
290,846 

22,446,721 

2~2L650 
82,060 

I71,971 

2,185,365 

(290,846) 
81,120,601 

56,841,476 

2,029,061 1,141,462 

369,455 
3,227 

124,650 

1,448 
578,578 

3,293,429 
46,752,549 

1,057,218 
188,603 
122,451 

269,360 
8,076,157 

COMM UNITY 
TOTAL ACTION AGENCY LIBRARY 

3,170,523 
369,455 
3,227 

124,650 
1,057,218 
190,051 
701,029 

1,712,530 
59,936 

3,268,891 
5,486,265 

3,562,789 
54,828,706 

483,735 
1,464,890 

53,152,397 10,855,251 64,007,648 19,536 2,148,946 

$ 3,689,079 $ 74,969,770 $ 78,658,849 

The accom panying notes are an in tegral part of this statem ent. 
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ST. JOH N THE BA PTIST PAR ISH  C O UN CIL 

LA PLA CE, LO UISIAN A 
REC O N CILIA TIO N O F TH E G O VE RNM EN TAL FUND S 

BALAN CE SH EET TO TH E STATEM EN T O F NET A SSETS 

D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Am ounts reported for govern mental activities in the Statement of Net Assets 

axe differertt because: 

Fund Balances, Total Governmental Funds 

Capital assets used in governmental activities are not financial 
resources and, therefore, are not reported in the governm ental 

funds. 

Long-term liabilities, including bonds payable, are not due and 
payable in the current period and, therefore, are not reported 
in the governmental funds: 

Accrued interest payable 

Bonds, notes, and loans payable (net of premiums, discounts, and 
deferred charges) 

Net Assets of Governm ental Activities 

The accompanying notes ax e an in tegral part of this statem ent. 

13 

(578,578) 

(50,045,976) 

$ 3,689,079 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO UN CIL 

LAPLA CE, LO UISIA NA 

RECO NCILIA TIO N O F TH E G O VERNM EN TA L FUN D S 

STA TEM ENT O F RE VENUES, EX PENDITURE S, A ND CH AN G ES 

IN FUND BALAN CES TO THE  STA TEM ENT O F A CTIVITIES 

For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Am ounts reported for governmental activities in the Statement of Activities 
are different because: 

Net Change in Fund Balances, Total Governmental Funds 

Governmental funds report capital outlays as expenditures. However, in the 
statement of activities the cost of those assets is allocated over their estim ated 
useful lives and reported as depreciation expense. This is the amount by which 
capital outlays exceeded dep reciation in the current period. 

Th e issuance of long.term debt (bonds, leases, etc.) provides current financial 
resources to governmental funds, while the rep ayment of the principal of 
long-term debt consumes the current financial resources of governmentaI 
ftmds. Neither tran saction, however, has any effect on net assets. Also, 
governmental funds report the effect of issuance costs, premiums, discounts, 
and similar items when debt is issued, whereas these am ounts are deferred 
an d am ortized in the statement of activities. Th is amount is the net effect of 
these differences in the treatm ent of long-term debt and related items. 

The net revenue of certain activities of internal service funds is reported 
with governmental activities. 

Chan ge in Net Assets of Governm ental Activities 

The accompan ying notes are an integral part of th is statement. 
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5,210,266 

2,260,196 

(9,332,496) 

5.157 



ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PAR ISH  CO UN CIL 

LA PLA CE, LO UISIANA 
STA TEM EN T O F NET A SSETS 

PR O PRI ETARY FUND S 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

ASSETS 
~ r~t ASSe~: 
Oab a~ cash equ~a~ n 

lnveu~ty 

T~ I O~ t luse~ 

g~rdetcd ~se~ - e~h and ~ h ~qtfival~  
Capial ~sen (u~ o f a~ ula~i dep~ ial~a) 

TOT~O. ASSETS 

LI~ IN  
(X~n~t Liabilili~: 

Oth~ llabilldes 

Total Cuw~t LiabiliU~ 

C~  Liablli~  Pay~te ~  ~ m~  ~ : 

Acr, vaed inz~st payable 

N~ t L~,,I,au: 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

~ET ASSg~S 
~  m c~i~  ~ eu, ~t nr te~  debt 
Ru~-i~ l for capital oatNy 
u~ det~ 

TOTAL N~T ASSETS 

FUNDS GOVERNM ENTAL 
OTHER TOTAL ACTIVITIES 

Sot~ ENT~m~RISE 8NT~P.PRIS~ INTERNAL SERVICE 
IJfili~ gy~~  s~m ~ Waste FUNDS FUNDS FUNDS 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PAR ISH  COUNCIL 
STATEM ENTS OF REVEN UES, EXPENSES, AN D 

CHA NGES IN NET ASSETS 
PROPRIETARY FUNDS 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

O~ rating Revenues 
Charg~~ for services : 
W atex sales 
Sewer charges 
M osquito Abatement 
other fees, charge , and oommi~ions 
Other income 
Total Operating Rew nucs 

Operating EXpeBses 
G~neral Administralion 
Purification 
Distribution 
Salaries, operations 
plant 
Vchiclea 
Contract services 
Professional Scrvicea 
M iscallaneous 
Depreciation 
Total Opca-atiag Expenses 

Operating I~~ome (Loss) 

Nonoperating Revenues 08xpensts) 
Ad valorcm taxes 
C/taut revenue 
SBt c~st incom~ 
Iltt~rest cxpe~ e 
Gain on sale o f fi.xcd assets 
Total Nonop eratiag l~.e vemt e s (Expenses) 

BUSEqESS-TYPE FUNDS 

Utilit~ Solid 

W ~to 

C, OVERNMEHTAL 

OTI~ R TOTAL ACTIVITII~ 
E~ ERPRISE ENTERPRISE INT~V~AL SI~RVICI/ 

FUNDS FUNDS FUNDs 

3,775,702 
254,811 

4,234,2/0 $ 
3,7/5,702 
254,811 

277,425 126,163 2,569,624 2,973,112 
103,059 288 103,347 

4,614,694 3 901 865 2,569,812 254,811 11,341,182 

754,484 
1,033,007 
244,694 

1,903,151 

1,783,691 

355,625 

3,461 
1,715,20'2 48118~032 10,156 31,741 5,875,131 
5,650.538 9388497 2,618,201 390,717 18,047#53 

(1,035,844) (5,486,632) (48,38~  (135,906) (6,706,771) (2,539) 

6,932 
36,319 

(525,8t7) 

6,268 
1.643 

(637) 
5,844 236 

(476,722) 75f0 

82,15~ 

1,434 

82,154 
13,200 
40,244 

(526,464) 

Income (Loss) Beinre Transfers (1,512,566) (5,479,122) (47,54~  (52,318) (71091,547) (1,243) 

Tra~s fcm In 
Traas fcr Out 

Ckang ~ i~xNtt Asstts 

1,310,000 
(51,6oo) 

1,31o,ooo 

(142,o2o) 

(I,587,986) (4,220,722) (47:41) (67,318) (5.923,567) 5,157 

Net Assets-BegilmJag of year, as Ikeststed 22,056,348 58,134,3 t2 357,673 365,004 80t893t337 82,602 

Residual equity transf~ 

Net Assets-Ead of Year $ 201468,362 $ 53,913~90 $ 310,132 $ 2771686 $ 74,969,770 

The aecompmayin g notes are an integral part of this statement. 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO UNCIL 
LAPLA CE, LO UISIANA 

N O TES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

N OTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICES 

The financial statem ents of the Parish of St. John th e Baptist have been prepared in conform ity 

with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted  standard-setting body for 
establishing governm ental accounting an d finan cial reporting principles. The m ore significan t 
of th e Parish's accounting policies are described below. 

A. REPORTIN G ENTITY 

Th e St. John  the Baptist Parish Council (the Council) is the governing authority for the 
Parish of St. John the Baptist, a political subdivision of th e State of Louisiana as authorized 
by the State Constitution. The Council consists of nine m em bers, tw o of whom ar e elected 
from  tw o divisions of the Parish consisting of 50%  of th e Parish's population an d seven 
m em bers elected to represent each of the seven districts. Th e Parish President, elected by 
the voters of the Parish, is th e chief exec utive officer of th e Parish an d is responsible for 
carrying out the policies adopted by th e Council an d for the adm ini stration of all Parish 
departm ents, offi ces, agencies an d spec ial districts. 

Louisian a Revised Statutes, at LSA-R.S. 33:1236, give the Council various pow ers in 
regulating and directing th e affairs of th e Parish an d its inhabitan ts. The m ore notable of 
th ese are th e power to m ake regulations for its own govern m ent; to regulate the construction 
an d m aintenance of roads, bridges, and its drainage system ; to regulate th e sale of alcoholic 
beverages; an d to provide for the health and welfare of the poor, disadvantaged , an d 
unemployed in th e Parish. Funding to accomplish th ese tasks is provided by ad valorem  
taxes, sales taxes, beer and alcoholic beverage perm its, state revenue sharing, and various 
state an d federal gran ts. 

St. John  the Baptist Parish occupies 219 squar e m iles with a population of approxim ately 
45,000. Council offices are located in the Parish offi ce building at 1801 W est Airline 
Highw ay, LaPlace. 

A s th e govern ing auth ority of th e Parish, for finan cial rep orting purposes, the St. John the 
Baptist Parish Council is th e reporting entity for St. John th e Baptist Parish. Generally 
accep ted  accounting principles require the finan cial statem ents of th e reporting entity to 

present the primary government (the Council) and its component units. Component units 
are defined as  legally separ ate organ izations for which the elected officials of the prim ary 

governmen t (the Council) are finan cially accountable. The criteria used in determ ining 
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ST. JO H N THE BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LAPLA CE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICES (CONTINUED) 

In addition, a com ponent unit can be another organization for which the nature an d 
significance of its relationshi p with  a prim ary governm ent is such that exclusion w ould 
cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. 

The com ponent un its discussed below are included in the Council's basic finan cial 
statem ents eith er as blended com ponent units or as discretely presented com ponent un its 
because of the significance of its operational or financial relationship w ith the Coun cil. 

a. Blen ded Com ponent Units 

Crim inal Court Fund: The Crim inal Court Fund accoun ts for a portion of the 
annual cost of the courts. The annual revenues ar e derived from fines, 
forfeitures, court fees, etc. The Crim inal Court Fund is a legally separate entity 
from  th e Council. However, the nature an d significan ce of the relationship 
between the Coun cil and the Crim inal Court Fund is such that exclusion would 
cause the Council's financial statem ents to be m isleading or incomplete. For this 
reason, thi s entity is reported as if it were part of the Parish's operations. 

b. Discretely Presented Component Units 

1. Comm unity Action Agency: St. John Comm unity Action Agency was 
established by th e Council in 1980 to provide services to the elderly, han dicapped, 
and econom ically disadvantaged citizens of St. John th e Baptist Parish. These 
services include emergency food an d shelter assistan ce, food distribution, utility 
as sistan ce, an d weatherization of qualified residences. St. John  Com m unity Action 
Agency is govem ed by a 15 m ember board. The Agency is considered to be 

fiscally dependent on the Council because its budget must be approved by ~e 
Parish Council, an d-it can  not levy taxes or issue bonded debt without approval by 
th e Parish Coun cil. St. John  Comm unity Action Agency issues separate finan cial 
statem ents and has a year end of Decem ber 31. Complete financial statements may 
be obtained directly from the adm inistrative office of St. John Comm unity Action 
Agency, 128 Central Avenue- P.O. Box 2108, Reserve, Louisian a 70084. 

2. Library: St. John  the Baptist Parish Library w as established by the parish 

governing authority un der the provisions of the Louisian a Revised Statute (LSA- 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH  CO UN CIL 
LAPLACE, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

R.S.) 25:211. The library provides citizens of the parish access to library materials, 
books, m agazines, records and film s. The library is govern ed by a board of control 
that is appointed by th e Council. The Library is considered to be fiscally dependent 
on the Coun cil because it can  not levy taxes or issue bonded debt without approval 
by th e Parish Council. St. John the Baptist Parish Library issues sep arate finan cial 
statem ents an d has a year end of December 31. Com plete finan cial statem ents m ay 
be obtained directly from the adm inistrative office of St. John th e Baptist Parish 
Library, 1334 W est Airline Highway, LaPlace, Louisian a 70068. 

B. G OVERNM ENT-W IDE AND FUND FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

The governmen t-wide finan cial statements (i.e. the statement of net assets an d the 
statement of changes in net assets) report information on all of the nonfiduciary activities 
of the prim ary governm ent an d its component units. For th e m ost part, the effect of 
interftmd activity has been removed from these statem ents. Governmental activities, 
which norm ally ar e supported by taxes an d intergovernm ental revenues, are reported 
separ ately from  business-type activities, which rely to a significant extent on fees an d 
charges for support. Likewise, the prim ary governm en t is reported separ ately from  
certain legally separate component units for which the prim ary governm ent is financially 
accountable. 

The statem en t of activities demonstrates the degree to whi ch the direct expenses of a 
given  function or segm ent is offset by program  revenues. D irect expenses are th ose that 

are clearly identifiable with a specific function or segment. Program revenues include 1) 
charges to custom ers or applican ts who purchas e, use, or directly benefit from goods, 

services, or privileges provided by a given function or segment an d 2) gran ts and 
contributions that are restricted to meeting the operational or capital requirements of a 
particular function or segment. Tax es an d other item s not properly included am ong 
progr am revenues are reported instead as general revenues. 

Sep ar ate finan cial statem en ts are provided for governm ental funds and proprietary funds. 

Major individual governmental funds and major individual enterprise funds are reported 
as separ ate colum ns in th e fu nd finan cial statem ents. 

C. M EASUREM ENT FO CUS, BASIS O F ACCOUNTING AN D FINAN CIAL 
STATEME NT PRESENTATION 

The govern m ent-wide financial statem ents are reported using the economic measurement 
focus and the accrual basis of accounting, as are the proprietary fund financial 
statem ents. Revenues ar e recorded when earned and expenses are recorded when a 
liability is incurred, regardless of timing of related cash flows. Property taxes are 
recognized as revenues in the year for which they are levied. Grants an d sim ilar item s 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PA RISH CO UNCIL 
LA PLA CE, LO UISIAN A 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

are recognized as revenue as soon as all eligibility requirem ents imposed by the provider 
have been m et. 

Governmental fun d financial statements are reported using the current financial 
resources measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Revenues 
are recognized as  soon as they are both m eas urable an d available. Revenues ar e 
considered to be available when they are collectible within th e current period or soon 
enough th ereafter to pay liabilities of the current period. For th is purpose, the Parish 
considers revenues to be available if they are collected w ithin 60 days of the end of the 
current fiscal period. Expenditures generally ar e recorded  when a liability is incurred, as 
under accrual accounting. How ever, debt service expenditures, as  w ell as expenditures 

related to compensated absences and claims and judgments are recorded only when 
paym ent is due. 

Those revenues considered susceptible to accru al include sales an d use tax re venues, 
feder al an d state grants an d certain franchise fees. Sales taxes ar e recognized when 
collected by vendors. Interest on tim e deposits is recorded when earned. Substan tially 
all other revenues are recorded when received. 

Tran sfers betw een funds whi ch are not expected to be rep aid are accounted for as  oth er 

financing sources (uses) an d are recorded at the time of transfer. Bank loans are 
recognized when th e loan  is authorized. Indirect cost reimbursem ents are th e am ounts 
the General Fund charges to several oth er funds bas ed on th e level of services provided 
to these fu nds by the General Fun d. 

Th e Parish rep orts deferred  revenue on its govem m ental fund balan ce sheet. D eferred 
revenues arise when a potential revenue does not m eet both  th e m eas urable an d available 
criteria for recognition in the current period. Deferred revenues also arise when 
resources ar e received by th e Parish before it has  a legal claim  to them , as  when gran t 
m oneys are received prior to the incurrence of qualifying expenditures. In  subsequent 
periods, when both  revenue recogn ition criteria ar e m et, or when th e Parish has  a legal 
claim  to th e resources, th e liability for deferred revenue is rem oved from  th e 
govern m ental fu nd balan ce sheet an d revenue is recognized. 

The Parish reports the following major governmental funds: 

The General Fund is the Parish's prim ary operating fund. It accounts for all finan cial 
resources an d expenditures of th e general governm ent, except those required to be 
accoun ted for in an other fund. 

The Roads and Bridges Fund accounts for revenues generated from a 3/8% sales tax an d 
som e state-generated revenues, such as Parish Transportation an d Dep artm en t of Public 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Safety fees. There is also a $.25 user fee charged on the utility bill to assist in the 
funding of anim al control. In addition

, other revenues are generated from  the operations 
of this departm ent, such as  anim al fees

, grass cutting, etc. 

The Econom ic D evelopment Fund accounts for the prom otion of econom ic growth in St. 
John th e Baptist Parish. Revenue is generated from  a 3/8%  sales tax. 

The Sales Tax D istrict Fund accoun ts for th e revenues derived from  the 1%  sales tax 
passed by the residents of St. John  Parish for capital sewer im provem ents. The revenue 
is used to repay th e annual principal and interest paym ents for sewer im provem ent bonds. 

The 1992 General Obligation Sinking Fund accounts for the paym ent of principal and 
interest on the general obligation debt of the Parish. The general obligation debt is 
secured by property tax  levies. 

The 2002 General Obligation Bond Construction Fund w as created by a 2002 bond 
calling to fund various capital im provem ents throughout the Parish. 

The Parishwide Sewer Construction Phase II Fund was  created in 1990 to fund sewer 
capital im provem ents. After the funds from the bond issues had been extinguished, th e 
fund w as  kep t pursuan t to Council Resolution 98-28, which states that an y revenues 
collected from the one-cent sewer sales tax  in excess of $4 million should be escrowed 
for fu ture use. Funds have been tran sferred into th is fund from the Sales Tax  District on 

an annual basis to complete various sewer improvement projects. 

The City reports the following major proprietary funds 

The Utilities System Fund accounts for the 
supplied to th e residents of St. John Parish. 
services provided. 

annual operations of the w ater services 
Revenue is generated from  user fees for 

The Sew erage Fund accoun ts for th e annual operation of the W astew ater D epartm ent. 
Revenue is generated from water consumption user charges on the utility bill along with 
char ges for perm its. The expenditures ar e the cost for th e annual operations of the 
was tew ater plan ts along with other costs as sociated with operations of this departm ent. 
This departm ent is currently being subsidized with a tran sfer from  the Sales Tax District 
to meet its annual operating i'esponsibilities. 

The Solid Was te Fund accounts for the annual cost to provide solid w as te collection 
services to the residents of St. John  Parish. Annual revenues are generated by a user 
charge on the m onthly utility bill. 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 1 - SUMM ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Additionally, the Parish reports the following fund type: 

Internal service funds account for m inor workers com pensation claim s involving St. John 
the Baptist Parish. Various departm ents transfer funds into this fund to cover these m inor 
claim s. 

Private-sector standards of accountin g and financial rep orting issued prior to Decem ber 
1, 1989, generally are follow ed in both the governm ent-wide an d proprietary fund 
financial statem ents to the extent th at those stan dards do not conflict with  or contradict 
guidan ce of the Govem m ental Accounting Stan dards Board. Governm ents also have the 
option of follow ing subsequent private-sector guidan ce for their business-type activities 

and enterprise funds, subject to this same limitation. The Parish has elected not to follow 
subsequent private-sector guidan ce. 

Amounts rep orted as program revenues include 1) charges to customers or applican ts for 
goods, services, or privileges provided, 2) operating gran ts an d contributions, and 3) 
capital gran ts an d contributions. Intem ally dedicated resources are rep orted as general 
revenues rather than as program  revenues. Likewise, general revenues include all taxes. 

Proprietary funds distingu ish operating revenues an d expenses from  nonoperating item s. 
Operating revenues an d expenses generally result from  providing serv ices an d producing 
an d delivering goods in connection w ith a proprietary fim d's principal ongoing 
operations. The principal operating revenues of the Utilities System , Sewerage, Solid 
W aste an d M osquito Abatem ent Funds an d of the Parish's internal services funds are 
charges to custom ers for services. Operating expenses for enterprise funds an d intern al 
serv ice fun ds include the cost of serv ices, adm inistrative expenses, an d depreciation on 
capital as sets. A ll revenues an d expenses not m eeting this definition ar e reported as 
nonoperating revenues and expenses. 

W hen both restricted an d unrestricted resources are available for use, it is the Parish's 
policy to use restricted resources first, th en unrestricted resources as  th ey are needed. 

D. BUD GETARY A CCO UN TING 

Form al budgetary accounting is em ployed as  a m an agem ent control device during the year 

for the General Fund, Special Revenue Fun ds, Capital Projects Funds, and Enterprise Funds. 
Budgets for the General, Special Revenue and Capital Projects Funds are adopted on the 
m odified accrual bas is of accoun ting. Enterprise Fund budgets are adopted on the accru al 
basis of accounting. Other funds are adm inistratively budgeted for m an agem ent use only. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

The level of budgetary control is at the fund/departm ent level and expenditures m ay not 
exceed budgeted appropriations. Appropriations which are not expended lapse at year  end. 

Once a budget is approved by theParish Council, m an agem ent is authorized to tran sfer 
am ounts betw een line item s within a departm ent. H ow ever, m anagem ent cannot transfer 
appropriations between departm ents w ithout the approval of the Parish Coun cil. If it 
becom es evident that receipts or disbursem ents w ill vary substantially from  those 
budgeted, then the Council shall prepare and adopt an am ended budget. During the year, 
several discretionar y am endm ents were necessar y. Generally, such discretionary 
am endm ents w ere of an  insignificant nature. 

Additional details on th e budgetary process m ay be foun d at Note 2 

E. EN CUM BRA N CES 

The Council does not use an  encum brance accounting system . 

F. CASH, AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Cash includes cas h on hand, dem an d deposits, interest-bearing dem an d dep osits, an d m oney 
m arket accounts. Cas h equivalents include am ounts in tim e dep osits an d those investm ents 
with  original m aturities of 90 days or less. For purposes of the statem ent of cash flows, th e 
Enterp rise Funds consider these sam e item s to be cas h. 

Louisian a Revised Statutes, at LSA-R.S. 33:2955, authorize the Coun cil to invest in (1) 
direct obligations of the United States Treasury, the principal an d interest of which are fully 
guaranteed by the federal government; (2).bonds, deben tures, notes, or other evidence of 
indebtedness issued or guaranteed by federal agen cies or U .S. Governm ent 
instrumentalities; (3) direct security repurchase agreements of an y federal book-entry-only 
securities; (4) time certificates of dep osit of state banks organ ized under the laws of 
Lottisiana an d national banks having their principal offi ces in the State of Louisiana, savings 

accounts or shares of savings and loan associations; (5) in mutual or trust fund institutions 
whi ch are registered with the Sec urities an d Exchan ge Comm ission under the Securities Act 
of 1933 an d the Investm ent Act of 1940, an d which have underlying investm ents consisting 

solely of and limited to securities of the U.S. Government or its agencies; or (6) guaran teed 
investm en t cona'acts issued by a bank, finan cial institution, insurance com pan y, or other 
entity having one of the two highest short-term  rating categories of either Standard & Poor's 
Corporation or M oody's Investors Service, provided that no such investm en t m ay be m ade 
except in connection with a finan cing program approved by the State Bond Comm ission. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

In addition, local governm ents in Louisiana are authorized to invest in the Louisiana 

Asset M anagement Pool, Inc. (LAM P), a non-profit corporation organized under the laws 
of the State of Louisian a. 

These investm ents ar e reported at fair value in accordance with Governm ent Accounting 

Standards Board ("GASB") Statement No. 3l. Fair value is based on quoted market 
prices. If quoted prices are not available, fair value is estim ated based on sim ilar 
securities. 

Cas h and cash equivalen ts are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. State Law R.S. 
39:1225 provides that the am ount of th e pledged securities shall at all tim es be equal to 
100%  of the am ount on deposit to the cred it of each depositing authority, except that portion 
of the deposits insured by an y govern m ental agency insuring bank dep osits, which is 
organ ized under th e laws of the United States. 

In vestm ents consist of LAM P w ith  original m aturities of one year  or less, an d are stated at 
am ortized cost, which approxim ates fair value. 

G . SH ORT-TERM  INTERFUND RECEIVABLES/PAYABLES 

During the course of operations, num erous tran sactions occur between individual funds for 
goods provided or services rendered. These receivables an d payables are classified  as "due 
from  oth er funds" or "due to other funds" on the balan ce sheet. Short-term  interfund loan s 
are classified as  interfund receivables/payables. In terftm d receivables and payables betw een  
fimds within govern m en tal activities are elim inated in th e statem ent of net assets. Any 
residual balan ces outstan ding betw een th e governm ental activities and business-type 
activities ar e reported in the governm ent-w ide financial statem ents as  "internal balances". 

H . ADVANCES TO O TH ER  FUNDS 

Advances betw een funds, as reported in the fund financial statem ents, are offset by a fund 
balance reserve account in applicable govern m ental funds  to indicate they are not available 
for appropriation an d are not expendable available finan cial resources. 

I. INV ENT O RIES 

The cost of m aterials an d supplies acquired by th e governm en tal funds ar e recorded as 
expenditur es at the tim e of consumption. Proprietary fund typ e inventories are stated at the 
lower of cost or m arket, determ ined by th e first-in, first-out m ethod. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

J. PREPAID ITEM S 

Certain paym ents to vendors reflect costs applicable to future accounting periods and are 
recorded as prepaid item s in both governm ent-wide and fund financial statem ents. 

I~ RESTRICTED ASSETS 

Certain proce eds of enterprise fund reven ue bonds, as w ell as certain resources set as ide for 
their repaym ent, are classified as restricted as sets on the balan ce sheet because their use is 
lim ited by th e govern ing bond covenan ts. Additionally, custom er deposits held by the 
U tilities System  Enterp rise Fund are restricted for use in paying outstan ding bills when 
custom ers discontinue service. 

L. CAPITAL ASSETS 

Capital as sets, which include land, buildings, and building im provem ents, vehicles, 
furniture fixtures an d equipment, an d infrastructure assets (streets, roads, canals, water 
and sewer systems and drainage systems), are reported in the applicable governmental or 
business-type activities columns in the governm ent-wide financial statem ents. Capital 
assets are defined by the Parish as  assets with an initial, individual cost of m ore than 
$100 an d an  estimated useful life in excess of two years. Such assets are recorded at 
historical cost or estim ated historical cost if purchased or constructed. D onated capital 

assets are recorded at estimated fair market value at the date of donation. M ajor additions 
are capitalized as projects are constructed. Interest incurred during the construction 
phase of capital as sets of business-type activities is included as part of the capitalized 
value of th e as sets constru cted. 

In the fund finan cial statem ents, capital assets used in governm ental fund operations are 
accounted for as capital outlay expenditures of th e govern m ental fund upon acquisition. 
Capital assets used in proprietary fund operations ar e accounted for the sam e as in the 

governm ent-wide financial statem ents. 

The costs of norm al m aintenan ce an d repairs that do not add to the value of the as sets or 
m aterially extend assets lives ar e not capitalized. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Depreciation on all capital assets, excluding land and construction in progress, is 
calculated on the straight-line m ethod over the following estim ated useful lives: 

Buildings an d Building Im provem ents 
Street System  
Drainage System  
O ffi ce Equipm ent 
M achinery and Equipm ent 
V ehicles 
System s - W ater and Sew er 

M . CO M PENSATED AB SENCES 

40 
20 to 40 
25 
5 to 12 
10 
5 
10 to 50 

The Council has  the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave: 

Employees earn from 5 to 20 days of vacation leave each year, depending on their length of 
service. Vacation leave m ust be taken in the year  earned an d cannot be accum ulated. Also, 
em ployees earn 6 to 18 days of sick leave per year which can  be accumulated and is paid 
only upon retirem ent. Upon retirem ent, all employees are paid for th e total unused sick days 
at the regular  hourly rate up to a m axim um  of 90 days. All accum ulated un used an d unpaid 
sick leave days in excess of 90 days are forwarded to the retirem ent system  for conversion 
upon application for norm al retirem ent. 

All sick leave is accrued when incurred in the govern m ent-wide an d proprietary fund 
financial statem ents. A liability for these am ounts is rep orted  in governm ental fun ds only if 
th e have m atured, for exam ple, as a result of employee resignations an d retirem ents. 

The accum ulation of sick leave is nom inal at Decem ber 31, 2003, therefore, a liability for 
com pensated absences due employees has not been included in the bas ic financial 
statem ents. 

N . LO NG-TERM  O BLIGATIO NS 

In the govern m ent-wide finan cial statem ents, and proprietary ftmd types in the fund 
financial statem ents, long-term  debt an d other long term obligations are reported as 
liabilities in th e applicable govern m ental activities, business-type activities, or proprietary 
fund typ e statement of net assets. Bond premiums an d discounts, as well as issuan ce costs, 
are deferred and am ortized over th e life of th e bonds using the effective interest m eth od. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Bonds payable are reported net of the applicable bond prem ium or discount. Bond issuance 
costs ar e reported as deferred char ges and am ortized over the term  of the related debt. 

In the fund finan cial statem ents, governm ental fund types recognize bond prem ium s and 
discounts, as w ell as bond issuan ce costs, during the current period. The face am ount of 
debt issued is reported as other financing sources. Prem ium s received on debt issuances 
are rep orted as other financing sources while discounts on debt issuan ce ar e reported as 
other financing uses. Issuan ce costs, whether or not withheld from  the actual debt 
proceeds received, are reported as debt service expenditures. 

O. FUND EQUITY 

In the govern m ent-w ide finan cial statem ents, equity is clas sified as  net as sets an d displayed 
in three com ponents: 

Invested in Capital assets, net of related debt - consists of capital as sets including 
restricted capital assets, net of accum ulated depreciation and reduced by the 
outstanding balances of an y bonds, m ortgages, notes, or other borrow ings that are 
attributable to the acquisition, construction, or improvem ent of those assets. 

b. Restricted net as sets - consists of net assets w ith constraints placed on the use eith er by 

(1) external groups such as creditors, grantors, contributors, or laws or regulations of 
other governments; or (2) law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation. 

c. Unrestricted net assets - all oth er net assets th at do not m eet the definition of 
"restricted" or "invested in capital assets, net of related debt". 

In th e fund finan cial statem ents, govern m ental funds rep ort reservations of fund balance 
for am ounts that ar e not available for appropriation or are legally restricted by outside 
parties for use for a special purpose. Designations of fund balance represent tentative 

man agement plan s that are subject to change. 

P. BOND ISSU AN CE CO STS 

Bond issuan ce expense and bond discounts incurred as a result of th e issuan ce of revenue 
bonds are am ortized in proportion to th e debt service on the revenue bonds. Bond issuan ce 
costs are capitalized an d am ortized over the lives of the underlying bond issues at a rate 
corresponding to the percentage of current year debt service to total debt service. At 
December 31, 2003, the Utilities Fund had $143,711 of un am ortized bond issuan ce costs. 
Am ortization expense for the year ended December 31, 2003 was $9,973. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Q. INTERFUND TRANSACTIONS 

Quasi-external transactions are accounted for as revenues, expenditures, or expenses. 
Transactions that constitute reimbursem ents to a fund for expenditures/expenses initially 
m ade from  it that ar e properly applicable to another fu nd are recorded as 
expenditures/expen ses in the reim bursing fund an d as reductions of expenditures/expenses 
in the fund that is reim bursed. 

All other interfund tran sactions, except quas i-extern al tran sactions an d reim bursem ents, are 
reported as  transfers. Nonrecurring or nonroutine perm anent transfers of equity are reported 
as residual equity transfers. Al l oth er interfund transfers are reported as  operating transfers. 

For the purposes of the statem ent of activities, all interfund tran sfer s between individual 
governm ental funds have been elim inated. 

R. SALES TAXES 

The St. John the Baptist Parish School Board, a separ ate entity, collects four an d one-half 
percent in sales and use tax. The sales and use tax is collected by the Sales Tax 
Departm ent of the School Board. Two percent of the taxes collected are rem itted to th e 
Parish Council. One-quarter percent of the tax es collected ar e rem itted to the Sheriffs 
D epartm ent. The School Board's costs of collecting the fu nds are shared proportionally 
by the Parish Council, Sheriff's Departm ent and the School Board. 

S. ACCOUNTING ESTIM ATES 

Th e prepar ation of financial statem ents in conform ity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in th e United States of Am erica requires m an agem ent to m ake certain estim ates 
an d as sum ptions. Those estim ates affect the reported am ounts of as sets an d liabilities an d 
disclosur e of as sets an d liabilities at the date of the finan cial statem ents. They m ay also 
affect th e reported am ounts of revenues an d expenses of proprietary funds an d the 
governm ent-w ide finan cial statem ents during the reporting period. Actual results could 
differ from  these estim ates. 

T. AD O PTION O F NEW  ACC O UNTIN G PRINCIPLES 

For the fiscal year ended Decem ber 31, 2003, the Parish implem ented the following GASB 
Standar ds: 

Statem ent No. 34 - Basic Financial Statements and M anagement's D iscussion and Analysis 

for State and Local Governments 

32 



 

ST. JOH N TH E BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Statem ent No. 37 - Basic Financial Statements and M anagement's D iscussion and Analysis 

for State and Local Governments: Omnibus 

Statem ent No. 38 - Certain Financial Statement Note D isclosures 

Interpretation No. 6 - Recognition and Measurement of Certain Liabilities and Expenditures 
in Governmental Fund Financial Statements 

NOTE 2 - STEW ARD SH IP, COM PLIAN CE, AN D ACCO UNTABILITY 

The procedures used by the Parish in establishing the budgetary data reflected in the 
fin ancial statem ents are as follows: 

(1) At least sixty (60) days before the beginning of the fiscal year, the President submits 
a line item operating budget and a capital budget in accordance with accepted 
accounting procedure in a form at established by the Parish Council. The budget 
subm itted shall be balan ced. The President subm its with  th e budget a m essage 
containing recomm endations concern ing th e fiscal policy of th e Parish, a description 

of the important features of the budget, an d an explanation of all major increases or 
decreas es in  budget recom m endations as  com pared with expenditures of the prior 

year. 

(2) The Parish Council publishes the proposed budget in the official joumal two (2) 
w eeks before th e m eeting at which the budget is to be adopted. Th e budget as  
adopted constitutes an  appropriation of funds for all purposes contained therein. A 
budget ordinan ce becom es effective th e first day of the fiscal year , un less oth erwise 
provided therein. 

(3) 

(4) 

The Parish Council m ay am end th e budgets before adoption except that no item s for 
debt service m ay be reduced below the am oun t certified by the President as  
necessary. In no event should the Parish Council cause th e total expenditures to 
exceed anticipated revenue. If the Parish Coun cil fails to act on eith er budget within 
the tim e lim it provided, it shall be adopted as subm itted by th e President. 

The Parish President is authorized to transfer budgeted  am ounts between 
departm ents; however, any revisions that alter the total expenditur es/revenues of a 
fund must be approved by the Parish Council. 
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NOTE 2 - STEW ARDSHIP, COM PLIANCE, AND ACCOUNTABILITY (CONTINUED) 

Expenditures In Excess of AoDroDriations 

The following fun ds had expenditures in excess of appropriations for the year ended D ecem ber 31
, 

2003: 

General Fund 

Special Revenue Funds 
Criminal Court 
Economic Development 
Communications District 

Capital Project Funds 
1990 Parishwide Sewer Construction Phase II 
Drainage Construction 

$ 4,983,389 $ 5,047,109 $ 

1,074,638 
547,655 
198,323 

3,646,921 
228,897 

1,080,640 
557,007 
201,914 

3,666,597 
229.433 

(63,720) 

(6,002) 
(9,352) 
(3,591) 

(19,676) 
(536) 

Expenditures exceeded appropriations due to the accru al of expenditu res subsequent to year end 
for each of th e above funds. 

The follow ing fim ds had deficits in fund balance/net assets at Decem ber 31, 2003 

Special Revenue Fund 
Crim inal Court Fund 

The deficit fund balance in the Crim inal Court Fund is th e result of increas ing m an dated court 
costs. The Parish is consulting with the 40th Judicial District Judges and th e District Attorn ey to 
review this fund. 

NO TE 3 - AD V ALO REM  TAX 

Ad valorem  tax on real property is levied as  of November 15th of each year
. The tax becom es an 

enforceable lien on the property on th e first day of the m onth following th e filing of the tax rolls 
by the Assessor with the Louisian a Tax Commission (usually December lSt). The tax bills are 
m ailed by th e Sheriff's Office in ear ly December an d are due upon rec eipt. Th e taxes becom e 
delinquent on Jan uary 1st in the year after levy. The property tax es are levied  on property values 
determ in ed by the St. John the Baptist Parish Assessor's Office. 
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NOTE 3 - AD VALOREM  TAX (CONTINUED) 

The following is a summ ary of authorized and levied ad valorem taxes for the year: 

Parishwide 
Courthouse and Jail 
Library 
Public Health 
Buildings, Drainage and Roads 
Buildings, Drainage and Roads  
Road Lighting District No. 1 
2002 Refunding Bonds 
M osquito Abatement District 
Juvenile Detention Center 
Public Buildings 
Public Buildings ARC M aintenance 
Senior Citizen Center 
Dra inage W orks and Building Improvements 
Public Buildings, ARC Center 
Sewer System 

NO TE 4 - SALES AND USE TAX 

Authorized 
M illage 
4.20 
1.03 
9.90 
0.99 
8.00 
4.50 
4.94 
1.20 
0.49 
1.00 
0.50 
1.00 
0.99 
0.60 
0.20 
1.00 

Levied 
M illage 
4.20 
1.03 
9.90 
0.99 
8.00 
4.50 
4.94 
1.20 
0.49 
1.00 
0.50 
1.00 
0.99 
0.60 
0.20 
1.00 

Expiration 
Date 

Permanent 
12/31/05 
12/31/07 
12/31/07 
03/01/22 
03/01/22 
12/31/07 
03/01/08 
12/31/08 
12/31/09 
12/31/07 
12/31/12 
12/31/03 
12/31/18 
12/31/08 
12/31/04 

The Parish levies a 4.5 %  sales an d use tax. The Parish an d the St. John th e Baptist Parish School 
Board have entered into an agreem ent under which the School Board collects th e Parish's sales 
and use taxes for a stipulated fee. The School Board rem its two percent of th e taxes collected to 
the Parish on a m onthly basis. Sales and use tax revenue recognized in 2003 totaled $9,939,608. 

NOTE 5 - CASH AN D CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At December 31, 2003, the Council has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 
$27,959,384 of which $25,774,019 is unrestricted and $2,185,365 is restricted. Restricted cash is 
included with  restricted assets on th e com bined balance sheet. In the enterprise funds, restricted 
cash equals $2,185,365 and unr estricted cash equals $534,220 for total cash of $2,719,585, which 
is presented  as  total cash in th e statem ent of cas h flow s. 

These deposits ar e stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. U nder state law , these deposits 

(or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of 
securities owned by the fiscal age-fit bank. The m ar ket value of the pledged securities plus th e 
federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal th e am ount on deposit w ith  th e fiscal agent. 

These securities are held in joint custody in a federal reserve bank. 

35 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 5 - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS (CONTINUED) 

At December 31, 2003, the Council has $28,285,818 in deposits (collected bank balances) which 
is secured fi'om risk by $132,364 of federal deposit insuran ce an d $28,153,454 of pledged 
securities held by the federal reserve bank in the nam e of the fiscal agent bank an d the Parish 

(GASB Category 1). 

NOTE 6 - INVESTM ENTS 

Investm ents consist of obligations of the United States Treasury, all of which were purchased 
with original m aturities of one year or less. These investm ents are stated at am ortized cost, 
which approxim ates fair value net of unrealized gain/loss in accordance with Govern m ent 

Accounting Standards Board Statement (GASBS) No 31, "Accounting and Financial Reporting 
For Certain In vestm ents an d For External Investm ent Pools." 

In vestm ents at year end ar e categorized below to give an  indication of th e level of risk assum ed by 
the Parish. The categories of credit risk are as follows: 

Category 1 - Insur ed or registered, or securities held by the Parish or its agent in the Parish's nam e. 

Category  2 - Uninsured an d unr egistered, w ith securities held by the counterparty's trust 
departm ent or agent in the Parish's nam e. 

Category 3 - Uninsured an d unr egistered, with  securities held by th e counterparty, or by its trust 
departm ent or agen t but not in th e Parish's nam e. 

Investments held at December 31, 2003 consist of $105,703 in the Louisiana Asset M an agement 
Pool (LAM P), a local government investm ent pool. In accordance with GASB Codification 
Section I50.126, the investm ent in LAM P at Decem ber 31, 2003 is not categorized in the three 
risk categories provided by GASB Codification Section I50.125 because the investm ent is in th e 
pool of funds and therefore not evidenced by securities that exist in physical or book entry form : 

LAM P is adm inistered by LAM P, Inc., a non-profit corporation organi zed under the laws of th e 
State of Louisiana. Only local govem m ent entities having contracted to participate in LAM P 

have an investment interest in its pool of assets. The primary objective of LAMP is to provide a 
safe environm ent for the placem ent of public funds in short-term , high quality investm ents. The 
LAM P portfolio includes only securities and oth er obligations in which local govern m ents in 
Louisiana ar e authorized to invest in accordance with LSA - R.S. 33:2955. Accordingly, LAM P 
investm ents are restricted to securities issued, guar anteed, or backed by the U .S. Treasury, the 
U .S. Govern m ent, or one of its agencies, enterp rises, or instrum entalities, as w ell as repurchase 
agreem ents collateralized by those securities. 

Effective August 1, 2001, LAM P's investm ent guidelines were am ended to perm it the 
investm ent in govern m ent-only m oney m arket funds. In its 2001 Regular Session, the Louisian a 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 6 - INVESTM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

Legislature (Senate Bill No. 512, Act 701) enacted LSA-R.S. 33:2955(A)(1)(h) which allows all 
m unicipalities, parishes, school boards, and any other political subdivisions of the State to invest 

in "Investment grade (A-l/P-l) commercial paper of domestic United States corporations." 
Effective October 1, 2001, LAM P's Investm ent Guidelines w ere am ended to allow the lim ited 
investm ent in A -1 or A -l+ com m ercial paper. 

The dollar  weighted average portfolio m aturity of LAM P assets is restricted to not m ore than 90 
days, and consists of no securities with a m aturity in excess of 397 days. LAM P is designed to 
be highly liquid to give its participan ts im m ediate access to their account balances. The 
investm ents in LAM P are stated at fair value based on quoted m arket rates. The fair value is 
determ ined on a weekly bas is by LAM P and the value of the position in the external investm ent 
pool is the sam e as the value of the pool shares. 

LAMP, Inc. is subject to the regulatory oversight of the state treasurer and the board of directors 
LAM P is not registered with the SEC as an investm ent com pany. 

A t year  end, the Parish's investm ent balances w ere as follow s 

Investments not subject to categorization 
Louisiana Asset M an agem ent Pool 
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ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH  C O UNCIL 
LA PLA CE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 7 - RECEIVABLES (CONTINUED) 

An allowance for estim ated uncollectible receivables is established based on historical collection 
experience and other relevant circum stances. The allowance for estim ated uncollectibles at 
Decem ber 31, 2003, consists of the following: 

General Fund 

Special Revenue Fun ds: 
Street Lights 
Ambulance Fund 

Debt Service Fun d: 
General Obligation Bond Series 1992 

Enterprise Funds : 
Sewer District 1B 
Solid W aste 
Utilities System 
M osquito Abatement 

$ 24,600 
253 

$ 24.85~3 

Total allowance for uncollectible accounts $ 185.737 



 

ST. JOHN TH E BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIAN A 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 8 - CAPITAL ASSETS 

Capital asset activity for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 was as follows 

G overnm ental A ctivities 
Capital assets not being 

depreciated: 

Land 
Construction-in-progress 

Total capital assets not 
being depreciated 

December 31, 
2002, Completed December 31, 

As Restated Additions Reductions Construction 2003 

$ 2,914,679 

__ 3,438,924 

$ $ $ 

6,353,603 3,875,017 (3.467.597) 

Capital assets being depreciated: 
Buildings and buildin g 

improven~nts 

Street system  
Drainage system  
Furn iture, Fixtures and 

Equipm ent 

Vehicles 

5,897,933 
24,335,579 
4,967,637 

4,057,286 

...._ 4,851~43 

53,966 

81,049 

~28,857) 

Total capital assets bein g 
depreciated .._444,110,278 135,0~5 (28,857) 

Less accumulated depreciation for: 
Buildings and building 
iraprovements 2,647,736 141,673 

Street system 13~ 147,892 621,934 
Drainage system  4,418,135 189,561 

Furniture, fixtures and 
equipm ent 3,031,799 261,266 

Vehicles 3,906.333 193,266 (28,857) 

Total accumulated 
depreciation 
Total capital assets being 
depreciated, net 

Governmental activities 
capital assets, net 

27,151,895 1,407,700 (2g,857~ 

$ 2,914,679 
3,846,344 

6,761,023 

5,951,899 
24,335,579 
4,967,637 

4,138,335 
4,822,986 

44,216,436 

2,789,409 
13,769,826 
4,607,696 

3,293,065 
4,070,742 

28,530,738 

15,685,698 

$ 2.6~ 32_ ~  



 

ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LA PLA CE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 8 - CAPITAL ASSETS (CONTINUED) 

Bns iness-TypeActivities 
Capital assets notbeing 

depreciated: 
Land 

Totalcapitalassets not 
being depreciated 

December 31, 
2002, Completed December 31, 

As Restated Additions Reductions Construction 2003 

$ 1,678,616 
5,169,930 

6,848,546 

Capital assets being depreciated: 

Buildings and building 
improvements 

Systems - water and sewer 
Furniture, fixtures and 
equipment 
Vehicles 

873,547 
146,481,308 

1,536,369 
990,330 

5,000 
3,752,222 

50,441 

$ 

(74,261) 

$ 
(5,169,930) 

$ 1.678.616 

5,156,490 
13.440 

6,035,037 
150,246,970 

1,586.810 
916,069 

Total capital assets 
being depreciated 149,881,554 3,807,663 (74,261) 5,169,930 158384,886 

Less accumulated depreciation for: 

Buildings and building 

Improvem ents 322,423 121,062 443.485 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIAN A 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 8 - CAPITAL ASSETS (CONTINUED) 

Depreciation expense was charged to functions/program s of the Parish as follows 

Governm ental activities: 
General govern m ent 
Public Safety 
Public w orks 
H ealth and w elfare 
Econom ic Developm ent 
Tran sportation 

$ 295,003 
166,054 
464,467 
69,601 
76,267 
346,676 

Total depreciation expense - governm ental activities $ 1.418.068 

Business-type activities 
Solid W aste 
Utilities Operations 
M osquito Operations 
Sew erage Operations 

$ 10,156 
1,715,202 

31,741 
4,118,032 

Total dep reciation expense - business-type activities $ 5.875.13_!. 

Construction in progress is comprised of the following 

G overnm ental Activities: 
Drainage Constru ction Fun d 
Castle Dr. Sewer Evaluation 
Reserve Relief Construction 
Drainage Construction 
LaPlace Park Constru ction 
C0nstruetion Skips PH II 
Sewer Regionalization 

TOTAL CON STRU CION 
1N  PROGRESS 

Project 
Contract Expended to Committed 

Authorization D ec. 31. 2003 Financing 

$ 200,000 
400,000 

1,374,488 
1,130,000 
500,000 

1,500,000 

$ 23,665 
153,980 

1,174,488 
895,559 
308,102 

1,290,5.59 

$ 176,335 

246,020 
200,000 
234,441 
191,898 
209.450 

Required 
Financing 

$ 176,335 
246,020 
200,000 
234,441 
191,898 
209,450 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PA RISH CO UNCIL 
LAPLA CE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 9 - PENSION PLAN 

Plan D escription. Substantially all em ployees of the St. John the Baptist Council are m embers of 
the Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisian a (the System), a multiple-employer (cost- 
sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate 
board of trustees. The System  is composed of two distinct plan s, Plan A an d Plan  B, with separate 
assets an d benefit provisions. All employees of the Council are m embers of Plan  A. 

All perm anent em ployees working at least 28 hours per w eek who are paid wholly or in part from  
parish funds and all elected parish officials ar e eligible to participate in the system . Under Plan  A, 
employees who retire at or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 
with at least 25 years of creditable serv ice, or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service 
are entitled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final- 
average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those em ployees who were 
m em bers of th e supplem ental plan  only prior to Jan uary 1, 1980, the benefit is equal to one per cent 
of final average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental-plan -only service earned prior to 
Jan uary 1, 1980, plus 3 per cent of final-average salary for each year of service credited after the 
revision date. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or 

joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least the amount 
of creditable serv ice stated  above, an d do not withdraw th eir em ployee contributions, m ay retire at 
th e ages specified above and receive the benefit accru ed to their date of term ination. The System 
also provides death an d disability benefits. Benefits ar e established  by state statute. 

The System  issues an  annual publicly available financial report that includes f'm ancial statem ents 
an d required supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay be obtained  by writing to 
the Parochial Employees' Retirem ent System , Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

70898-4619, or by calling (225) 928-1361. 

Funding Policy. Under Plan  A, M embers are required by statute to contribute 9.5 percent of their 
annual covered salary an d the St. John the Baptist Parish Council is required to contribute at an 
actu ariaUy determ ined rate. Effective Jan uary 1, 1997, th e curren t em ployer contribution rate is 
7.75 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to th e System  also include one-fourth of one 

per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish (except Orleans and East 
Baton Rouge Parishes). These tax dollars are divided between Plan  A an d Plan  B based 
proportionately on the salaries of the active m em bers of each plan . The contribution requirem ents 
of plan  m em bers an d the St. John  th e Baptist Parish Council ar e established and m ay be am ended 
by state statute. As provided by Louisian a Revised Statute 11:103, the em ployer contributions are 

determ ined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the 
valuation of th e prior fiscal year . 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PAR ISH  CO UNCIL 
LAPLACE, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 9 - PENSION PLAN (CONTINUED) 

The following provides certain disclosures for the parish's contributions to the System under Plan 
A . 

December 31 
2~ 1 2~ 2 2~ 3 

Employer required contribution rate 7.75% 7.75% 7.75% 

Covered payroll 

Required employer contributions 

Parish conlributions  

$ 5,116,652 

$ 396,541 

$ 396,541 

N O TE 10 - O TH ER PO ST-EM PLO Y M ENT BEN EFITS 

$ 5,981,890 $ 6,269,576 

$ 384,575 

$ 384,575 $ 411,119 

The St. John the Baptist Parish Council provides certain continuing health care and life insuran ce 
benefits for its employees. Substantially all of the Council's employees becom e eligible for these 
benefits if they reach norm al retirem ent age while working for the Council. Life insuran ce 
benefits for retirees an d sim ilar benefits for active em ployees are provided through an  insuran ce 

company whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the Councik Health care benefits for 
retirees and employees were provided through  the Parish's self-insured health care program for the 
period June 1, 1999 through  M ay 31, 2000. Beginning June 1, 2000, health care benefits are 
provided through  an insurance company. The Council pays benefits for retirees in full. The 
Council recognizes the cost of providing these benefits as expenditures when paid during the year. 
At December 31, 21303, sixty-one retirees were eligible and receiving such health care benefits. 
Total prem ium s paid by th e Parish on behalf of retirees for health care an d life insur ance benefits 
am ounted to approximately $407,922 for the year ended December 31, 2003. 



il 

~,- = 

U 

45 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH CO UN CIL 
LA PLA CE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NO TE 12 - CAPITAL LEASES 

Leases are accounted for in accordance with GASB Codification Section L20-Leases
, which 

requires classification of leases as  capital or operating leases. Govern m ental fund assets under 
capital leas es ar e recorded in th e governm ent-wide finan cial statem ents

. 

The following is a schedule of capital leas e obligations at D ecem ber 31
, 2003 

Capitalizable 
Am ount 

Governm ental Funds: 
M otorola Radios $ 202,420 
LaPlace Rescue Pumpers 529,996 
Reserve Pumper Truck 229,448 
Reserve Rescue Truck 179,265 
Garyville Emergency Truck 229,240 
W estbank Rescue Truck 190,665 
Public W orks 

Caterpillar 192,019 
Street Sweeper 154,265 

Subtotal 1,907,318 

Interest Termination Principal 
Rate Date Balance 

6.45%  
6.79 
5.55 
6.40 
5.52 
6.00 

4.55 
4.90 

01/01/07 
02/22/08 
02/I 1/08 
11/15/04 
04/01/07 
11/15/06 

07/23/05 
02/21/06 

$ 100,447 
402,536 
122,610 
27,346 
99,214 
69,519 

115,176 
86,87~ 

1,023,723 

Proprietary Funds: 
Sewerage Enterp rise Fund: 
Backhoe Loader 36,064 6.90 0 l/t 1/04 t,260 

Utilities System  Enterprise Fun d: 
Backhoe Loader 41,064 6.90 01/11/04 

Total Leases Payable 

1,107 

2,367 

$ 1.026.090 

Interest to 
M aturity 

$ 10,588 
85,581 
21,149 
1,033 
14,059 
6,962 

4,865 
4,316 

148,553 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UNC IL 
LAPLA CE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 12 - CAPITAL LEASES (CONTINUED) 

The following is a schedule of future m inim um lease paym ents under capital leases and the 
present value of the net m inim um leas e paym ents as  of D ecem ber 31, 2003: 

YearEnded 

2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 

Total M inim um  Leas e Paym ents 

Less: Am ounts Representing Interest 

Present V alue of N et M inim um  Le ase Paym ents 

47 

Govern m ental 
Funds 

$ 355,260 
309,732 
223,213 
157,695 
126,376 

1,172,276 

Proprietary 
Funds 

2,374 

2,374 

(7) 



 

ST. JOH N THE BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIA NA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

N O TE I3-LO NG -TERM DEBT 

The following is a summ ary of long-term debt transactions of the Parish for the year ended 
D ecem ber 31, 2003: 

Gover nmental.AcBvitins 

General Obligation Bonds 

Certificates of Indebtedness 

Public Improvement Bonds 

Capital Lease Obligations 

Promissory Notes 

Total Governmental 
Activities 

Business-Type Activities 

Revenue Bonds 

Capita[ Lease Obligations 

Total Buslness-Typ~ 
Activities 

Total Governmental and 
Business-Type Activities 

Balance 
1/1/2003 

$15,015,000 

1,725,000 

23,200,000 

,317,675 

200 

330,000 

Payments or 

Expenditures 

8,737,320 

28,673 

8,765,993 

250,459 

26,306 

276,765 

(Discount)/ 
Premium 

$ 

37,055 

Balance 
2/31/2003 

$25,455,000 

1,480,000 

21,757,055 

330,000 

1,023,723 

200 

Due 
W ithin 
One Year 

50,045,978 3,293,429 

(143,711) 8,343,150 266,993 

2,367 2,367 

8,345,517 269,360 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LA PLA CE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 13 - LONG-TERM  DEBT (CONTINUED) 

General Obligation Bonds, Revenue Bonds, Certificates of Indebtedness, and other long-term  debt 
are com prised of the follow ing individual issues: 

Date of Authorized Interest M aturity Principal Interest 

Government Aetivitlcs: 

Public Improvement Bonds, 
Series ST-1993 

Public Improvement Bonds, 
Series ST-1994 

Public Improvement Bonds, 
Series ST-1995 

Public Improvement Refunding 
Bonds-1996 

Public Improvement Bonds ST-1996 
Public Improvement Refunding Bonds, 

Series ST-1999 
Public Improvement Refunding Bonds, 

Series ST-1999 
(Economic Development) 

Public Improvement Bonds ST-2002 
(Economic Development) 

Total Public Improvement Bonds 

pafishwide Sewerage-1979 [1 ] 
General Obligation Bonds - Series 1993 [ 
General Obliga tion Bonds- Series 1998A 
General Obliga tion Bonds - Series 1998B 
General Obliga tion Refunding Bonds - 

Series 2002 [I] 
General Obligation Bonds - Series 2002 [ 
General Obligation Bonds - Series 2003 [ 

Total General Obliga tion Bonds 

Certificates of Indebtedness 
Certificate of fudebtedneSs-1994 
Certificate of Indebted ness-2002 

04/01/93 $ 1,400,000 

10/01/94 500,000 

07/01/95 800,000 

12/01/96 6,800,000 
10/01/96 2,700,000 

12/01/99 14,925,000 

04101199 805,000 

03/01/02 330,0O0 

09/01/79 
08/01/93 
03/01/98 
03/01/98 

02128/02 
06/01/02 
02/01/03 

02/22/94 
01109/02 

1,700,000 
500,000 
6,000,000 
1200,0~0 

1,525,000 
6,635,000 
1,365,000 

350,000 
,840,000 

7.0-10.0 01/01/13 $ 875,000 $ 384,420 

5.5-10.0 

5.3-10.0 

3.9-5.6 
5.1-5.5 

4.375-5.5 

3.75-4.5 

2.50-8.0 

6.1-6.75 
3.95-9.0 
5.0 
5.0 

0.10-6.0 
4.20-7.0 
5.0 

5.5 
3.65 

01/01/14 

01/01/15 

12/01/14 
12/01/14 

01/01/14 

01/01/10 

01/01/12 

03101/04 
08/01/08 
03/01118 
03/01/I 8 

03101/08 
03/01112 
02/01/13 

03/01104 
04/01/09 

Total Certificates of Indebted ness 

Sales Tax Bonds 
Series 2003 02/01/03 330,000 4.0 02/01/13 

Total Bonds and Certificates of Indebtedness 

Business-type Activiti~ : 

Revenue Bonds 
Water Revenue Re funding Series 1997A 

Tax-exemp t bonds 10/01/97 
Water Re venue Re funding Series 1997B 

Taxable bonds 10/01/97 
W ater Revenue Utility Bonds Series 1998 6/I/98 
W ater Revenue Uflity Bon ds Series 1999 1 I/I/99 

Total Revenue Bonds 

356,0OO 

2,445,000 
3,500,000 
3,5OO,0O0 

49 

340,000 123,755 

680,000 320,884 

5,095,000 ] 320,029 
1,955,000 694,140 

I 1,980,000 4,040,786 

520,000 71,664 

275,000 97536 

~__ 21.720.000 $ 7,453,014 

$ 135,000 $ 
225,000 

5,005,000 
1,005,000 

1 280,000 
6,440,000 
I 1,365,000 

4,320 
36,480 

2,009,227 
425,666 

142,2282 
3,328,043 
6.040.502 

$ 25,455,000 $ 11#86'520 

$ 45,0OO 
I #35,000 

$ 1,238 
164,708 

1,480,000 $ 165,946 

S 330.000 $ 77.498 

$. 48.985.000 S 19.682.978 

2/01114 $ 269,000 $ 101,949 

12/01/11 1310,1200 
06/01/28 3,062,861 
12/01/19 3,4-45,000 

671,200 
2,198,358 
2,421,990 



 

ST. JOH N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LAPLA CE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 13 - LONG-TERM  DEBT (CONTINUED) 

The annual requirem ents to m aturity for w ater revenue bonds as of Decem ber 31, 2003 are as 
follow s: 

Year Ending 
Decem ber 31 

2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 

2009-2028 

$ 266,993 
285,786 
308,772 
327,963 
352,368 

6,944,979 

$ 501,350 
483,032 
463,306 
442,090 
419,440 

3,084,279 

The annual requirem ents to m aturity for general obligation bonds as of Decem ber 31, 2003 are as 
follow s: 

Year Ending 
D ecem ber 31, 

2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 

2009-2028 

$ 1,165,000 
1,210,000 
1,275,000 
1,335,000 
1,290,000 
19,180,000 

$ 1,203,811 
1,109,901 
1,056,443 
992,247 
928,454 

6,695,664 

The annual requirem ents to m aturity for sales tax bonds as  of Decem ber 31, 2003 ar e as  follow s: 

Year  Ending 
December 31 

2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 

2009-2013 

$ 25,000 
30,000 
30,000 
30,000 
30,000 
185,000 
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ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA RISH CO UNCIL 

LAPLA CE, LO UISIA N A 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 13 - LONG-TERM  DEBT (CONTINUED) 

The annual requirem ents to m aturity for certificates of indebtedness as of Decem ber 31
, 2003 are 

as follow s: 

Year  Ending 
December 31, 

2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 

2009-2028 

$ 255,000 
220,000 
235,000 
245,000 
255,000 
270,000 

$ 49,783 
40,698 
32,394 
23,634 
14,509 
4,928 

The annual requirem ents to m aturity for public im provem ent bonds as of Decem ber 31
, 2003 ar e 

as  foUow s: 

Year Ending 
D ecember 31, 

2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 

2009-2028 

$ 1,550,000 
1,625,000 
1,725,000 
1,805,000 
1,905,000 
13,110,000 

$ 1,147,564 
1,068,482 
984,425 
898,519 
808,106 

2,545~18 

General Obligation Bonds, totaling $25,455,000 are secured by an annual ad valorem tax levy. In 
accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 39:562, the Council is legally restricted from incurring 
long-term  bonded debt in excess of 35 percent of the assessed value of property in the Parish. The 
statute also states the Parish is restricted from incurring long-term bonded debt in excess of 10 
percent of assessed value for any one purpose. The statutory debt lim it for the Parish is reported in 
the Statistical Section of the Parish's comprehensive annual finan cial report. The total 
indebtedness secured by ad valorem tax es totaled $25,455,000. 

The governm ent-wide financial statem ents do not include any of the Pollution Control Revenue 
Bonds or In dustrial Reven ue Bonds issued by the industrial districts of St. John the Baptist Parish: 
Obligations of the industrial districts are payable solely from the income and revenues derived 
from th e industrial districts. Although the name of the Council appears on the face of the bonds, 

51 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PAR ISH  CO UNCIL 
LA PLA CE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 13 - LONG-TERM  DEBT (CONTINUED) 

the Council has not guaranteed paym ent of those bonds in the event of default by the issuing 
authority. 

According to the term s of the bond indenture agreem ents, th e St. John the Baptist Parish Utilities 
System Enterprise Fun d must provide net revenues in each year at leas t equal to 130 percent of the 
principal and interest requirem ents in that year. For the year ended December 31, 2003, the net 
revenues before depreciation was  gr eater than 130 percent of the debt service requirem ents, thus

, 

th e bond debt service coverage factor w as m et. 

All of the Fund's outstanding revenue bonds are subject to early redemption provisions. 

There are a num ber of lim itations and restrictions contained in the various bond indentures. The 
Parish is in com plian ce with all significan t lim itations an d restrictions, including federal arbitrage 
regulations. 

D efeasance of D ebts 

In 1989, the Coun cil defeased certain 1987 Public Im provem ent Bonds by placing th e proceeds of 
th e new bonds in an  irrevocable trust to provide for all future debt serv ice paym ents on the 1987 
bonds. Accordingly, th e trust account as sets an d th e liability for the defeas ed bonds ar e not 
included in  th e Council's finan cial statem ents. 

In 1992, the Coun cil defeased $265,000 of Series 1983 Health Unit Bonds, $5,150,000 of 
Series 1984 W ater Im provement Bonds, an d $2,610,000 of Series 1986 Parishwide Sewerage 
System  Bonds by placing the proceeds of the new bonds in an  irrevocable trUst to provide for 
all fu ture debt service paym ents of the defeas ed bonds. Accordingly, the tru st account as sets 
an d the liability for the defeased bonds are not included in the Council's finan cial statem ents. 

In 1996, the Council defeased $6,200,000 of Public Improvement Bonds, Series ST 1990, by 
issuing $6,800,000 of Public Im provem ent Refunding Bonds, Series 1996. The Council placed 
the proceeds of the new bonds in an irrevocable tru st to provide for all futur e debt service 
paym ents of the defeas ed bonds. Accordingly, th e tru st account as sets an d the liability for the 
defeas ed bonds are not included in the Coun cil's finan cial statem ents. 

In April 1999, the Council defeas ed $745,000 of outstanding Economic Development Public 
Im provem ent Refu nding Bonds, Sexies ST-1990 by placing the proceeds of Public Im provem ent 
Refunding Bonds, Series ST-1999 in an  irrevocable trust to provide for all future debt serv ice 
paym ents of the defeased bonds. Accordingly, the trust account as sets an d th e liability for the 
defeas ed bonds are not included in the Council's finan cial statements. 

In December 1999, the Coun cil defeased $14,925,000 in Public Im provem ent Refunding Bonds, 
Series ST-1989 by placing the proceeds of Public Im provem ent Refunding Bonds, Series St-1999 
in an  irrevocable tru st to provide for all fu ture debt serv ice paym ents of the defeas ed bonds. 
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NOTE 13 - LONG-TERM  DEBT (CONTINUED) 

Accordingly, the trust account assets and the liability for the defeased bonds are not included in 
the Council's financial statem ents. 

In February 2002, the Council defeased $1,500,000 of General Obligation Refunding Bonds, 
Series 1992 by placing th e proceeds of General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2002 in an 
irrevocable trust to provide for all future debt service paym ents of the defeased bonds. 
Accordingly, the trust account assets and the liability for the defeased bonds ar e not included in 
the Council's finan cial statem ents. 

At December 31, 2003, $18,390,000 of bonds outstan ding is considered defeas ed. 

In December 1997, the Council defeas ed $875,000 of W ater and Gas Series 1971 Serial Bonds, 
$70,000 of W ater an d Gas Series 1973 Serial Bonds, $12,000 of W ater and Gas Series 1978 
Serial Bonds, an d $3,980,000 of W ater and Gas Series 1993 Serial Bonds by placing the 
proceeds from the sale of the natural gas system along with a portion of the proceeds from the 
issuan ce of St. John U tility Revenue Bonds Series 1997A and 1997B in an irrevocable trust to 
provide for all future debt service paym ents on the defeased bonds. Accordingly, the trust 
account assets and the liability for the defeased bonds are not included in the Utilities System 's 
financial statem ents. 

At December 31, 2003, $3,113,000 of water and gas bonds outstan ding is considered defeased. 
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LAPLACE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NO TE 14 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLES, PAY AB LES, AND TRAN SFERS 

The com position of interfund balances as of Decem ber 31, 2003, is as follows: 

Receivable Fund 

General Fund 

Sales Tax District 

Econom ic Development 

Roads and Bridges 

Parishwide Sewer 
Construction Phase II 

2002 General Obligation 
Bond Construction 

Utilities System 

Sewerage 

Solid W aste 

Nonmajor Governmental Funds 

Nonmajor Proprietary Fun d 

Payable Fund 

Utilities System  

Economi c Development 

Nonmajor Governmental Funds 
General Fund 

Solid W aste 

Nonmajor Governmental Funds 
General Fund 

Nonmajor Governmental Funds 
Utilities System  

Sewerage 

Norun ajor Governmental Funds 

Sales Tax District 

General Fun d 

Nonmajor Governmental Funds 
Solid W aste 

General Fun d 

Roads and Bridges 

Nonmajor Governmental Funds 
Solid W aSte 
Sales Tax District 

Nonmajor Governmental Funds 
Utilities System 
Utilities System  

General Fund 

Nonmajor Governmental Funds 
General Fund 

Utilities System  

A mount 

$ 11,854 
9,986 

43,056 

300,000 

60,000 

600,000 

250,000 

8,100 

10,394 

4,426 

9,766 

200,000 

253,047 

537 

40,000 

2,468 

1,669 

52,526 

30,000 

400,000 

871,712 

629,484 

60,512 

1,544 

4,935 

19,280 

72,126 

The above due to/from other funds were short-term receivables or payables in the norm al course of 

the Parish's operations. 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

N OTE 24 - INTER.FUND R ECEIVABLES, PAYAB LES, AN D TR AN SFERS 

(CONTINUED) 

A sum m ary of interfund transfers at December  31, 2003, are as follows: 

Transfer Out: 

General Fund 
Sales Tax District 
Economic 
Development 
Roads & Bridges 
Utilities System 
Sewerage 
N~nmajor 
Governmental Funds 
Nonmajor 
Proprietary Funds 

Total 

Transfer In: 

Transfer s ar e prirnarily used to m ove funds from : 

-  The Sales Tax District to other funds in connection with th e operations, capital 
improvem ents an d m aintenance of the sewer district. 

The Econom ic Developm ent Fund to fm ance various program s accoun ted for in other funds 
in accordance with budgetary authorizations. 

All oth er  tran sfers ar e also in accordance with budgetary auth orizations. 

N O TE 25 - CRIM IN AL CO URT FUND 

Louisiana Revised Statutes, at LSA -R.S. 15:571.11 requires that one-half of any surplus rem aining 
in  the Crim inal Court Fun d at year -end shall be tran sm itted to the Parish's General Fund. At 
D ecem ber 31, 2003, th ere w as  no surplus in the Crim inal Court Fun d. 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 16 - CO M M ITM ENTS AN D CO NTINGENCIES 

Litigation 
The Parish is a nam ed defendant in a num ber of claim s and law suits resulting principally 

from personal injury, property damage, assessments, and construction claims. The Parish 
A ttorney has review ed these claim s and law suits in order to evaluate the likelihood of an 
unfavorable outcom e to the Parish and to arrive at an estim ate, if any, of the am ount or 
ran ge of potential loss to the Parish. As a result of such review , the various claim s and 
law suits have been categorized into "probable," "reasonably possible," and "rem ote" 
contingencies as defined in GA SB Codification C50. The Parish's "reasonably possible" 
loss contingencies at Decem ber 31, 2003 for which an  am ount of liability can be estim ated

, 

approxim ates $140,000 and is not reflected in these finan cial statements. Legal counsel's 
opinion on the ultim ate resolution of these m atters is that little or no loss to the Parish 
Council should be incurred. 

Federally A ssisted Promam s 
The Parish receives significant finan cial assistan ce from num erous federal and state 
govem m ental agencies in th e form  of grants. The disbursem ent of ftmds received under these 
program s generally requires com pliance with  term s an d conditions specified in the grant 
agr eem ents. Th e progr am s are audited in accordan ce with the Single Audit Act of 1984 and 
1996 Amendments and also subject to further examination by the grantor agency. Any 
disallow ed claim s resulting from  such audits could becom e a liability of the Genera l Fund or 
other applicable funds. However, in the opinion of m anagem ent, an y such disallowed claim s 
will not have a m aterial effect on an y of the financial statem ents. 

D ebt 
In M arch 1998, the St. John the Baptist Parish Council issued Certificates of Indebtedness, Series 
1998 in the amoun t of $2,925,000 for the purpose of constructing public libraries in the Parish, as 
set out in Proposition No. 1 approved by the voters on January 17, 1998. The Certificates are 
secured by and payable from an irrevocable pledge an d dedication of the funds to be derived by 
the Parish from the levy an d collection of a special ten (10) mills tax authorized to be levied each 
of the years 1998 through 2007, inclusive, on all the property subject to taxation within the 
corporate boundaries of th e Parish pursuan t to an election held on January 17, 1998. 

The debt and related ad valorem tax  revenues are recorded in the finan cial statem ents of St. John 
the Baptist Parish Library, a com ponent unit of St. John  the Baptist Parish Cotmcil. However, 
th e Certificates of In debtedness, Series 1998 is a direct obligation of the Parish Council, as issuer 
of the Certificates. 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
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N O TE 17 - R ESERVED FUND BALANCES AND RETAINED EARNING S 

The nature and purpose of the reserves of fund balan ces an d retained earnings as presented in the 
fund financial statem ents are as follows: 

Fund balan ces - Reserv ed for debt service 
Fun d balan ce available to pay the principal balan ces of the Parish's general long-term 
obligations. 

Fund balan ces - Reserved for capital projects 
Unexpended funds remaining in a departmental budget dedicated for capital projects to be 
perform ed in future years. 

Fund balan ces - Reserv ed fo~ operations, capital improvem ents and m aintenance of 
sewer district 
Excess sales tax received by th e sales tax district for the one-cent sewer tax . 

Retained earn ings - Reserv ed for bond retirem ent an d capital additions 
Retained earnings restricted to paying principal an d interest in the Sewer Fund an d Utilities 

System Enterprise Fund as well as expenditures for capital projects or emergency repairs 
perform ed in futu re years for these fu nds. 

NO TE 18 - PAYABLE FRO M  RE STRICTED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of enterprise funds' payable from restricted assets by account follow s 

Custom er deposits 
Current portion of bonds payable 
Accrued interest payable 
Capital leases 

Total 

NO TE 19 - RI SK  M AN AGEM ENT 

U tilities 
System  

4451A4ZT~  

Sew erage 

1,260 

_$ 1,260 

The Parish is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts: theft of, dam age to, and 

destruction of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. These 
risks are covered by com m ercial insurance purchas ed from  independent third parties. The 
m ore significant insurance coverages include water and sewerage com m ercial general liability, 
workers' com pensation, business auto and com m ercial property. 
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NOTE 20 - W IRELESS EM ERGENCY 911 SERVICE CHARGE (UNAUDITED) 

Act 1029 of 1999 amends and reenacts Louisiana Revised Statutes (R.S.) 33:9101 through 9131 
relative to com m unication districts. The act authorizes the governing authority of a 
comm unication district to levy an em ergency telephone service charge on certain w ireless 
com m unication system s to pay the costs of im plem enting FCC ordered enhancem ents to 
Em ergency 911 system s. 

In July 2000, the Council passed Ordinance M M -28 which authorized a levy on Com m ercial 
Mobile Radio Service ("CMRS") users of 85~ per month per wireless CM RS service 
connection. As of December 31, 2003, the Parish had entered into Cooperative Endeavor 
Agreem ents or Non-Disclosure Agr eem ents provided for by Act 1029 W ith five CM RS serv ice 
suppliers. During the year-ended December 31, 2003, the Parish derived $193,417 in revenues 
from  the service charge. The Parish entered into a capital lease for equipm ent needed to 
im plem ent the service enh an cem ents for Phase I contem plated by the FCC. Principal and 
interest paym ents on the lease am ounted to $31,011 during the year-ended December 31, 2003. 
The Parish is still negotiating with other CM RS service suppliers to com plete Phas e I.. 

NOTE 21 - SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

In April 2004, the Council passed a resolution to place on th e July 17, 2004 ballot, an upcom ing 
special election, a vote by the Parish residents to allow the Council to issue $9,500,000 of General 
Obligation Bonds, W ater System s Im provem ents Bonds. The bonds will be used to acquire an d 
construct additions and im provem ents to the waterworks system s throughout the Parish. 

Effective Jan uary 2004, the Parish began  collecting a %%  sales tax which was approved by the 
voters in M ay 2003 to convert the Parish's volunteer fire departm ents into partially paid 
departm ents. 

N OTE 22 -SELECTED DISCLO SUR ES FO R DISCRETELY PRESENTED CO M PO NENT 
UNITS 

Finan cial rep orting standards require footnote disclosure on discretely presented component units 
considering both  th e unit's significan ce relative to the total discretely presented com ponent units 

an d the nature an d significance of the unit's relationship to the primary government (the Parish). 
As such, th e following disclosures are presented. 

A. CASH  

Com ponent units' deposits at year end are categorized below to give an  indication of th e level of 
risk assumed by the component units at their respective year ends. The categories of credit risk are 
as follows: 

Category 1 - Insured or registered, or securities held by the component unit or its agent in the 
com ponent un it's nam e. 
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NO TE 22 -SELECTED DISCLOSURES FO R DISCRE TELY PRE SENTED COM PONENT 
UNITS (CONTINUED) 

Category 2 - Uninsured and unregistered, with securities held by the counterparty's trust 
department or agent in the component unit's nam e. 

Category  3 - Uninsured and unregistered, w ith securities held by the counterparty, or by its trust 
dep artm ent or agent but not in the component unit's nam e. 

Year-end bank balan ces and carrying am ounts for com ponent units ar e as follows 

Comm unity Action 

Library 

Total Bank 
Balan ce 

$ 6,861 

Total Carrying 
Am oun t 

$ 3,544 

444,908 

$ 448.452 

These dep osits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these dep osits (or 
the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal dep osit insuran ce or the pledge of 
securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The fair value of the pledged securities plus the federal 
deposit insur an ce m ust at all tim es equal the am oun t on deposit w ith  th e fiscal agent. 

These securities must be held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or 
custodial bank that is m utually accep table to both parties. 

The $485,276 of bank balan ce for the Library consisted of $100,000 secur ed by federal deposit 
insur an ce and $385,276 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal 
agent bank (GASB Category 3). Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisian a Revised 
Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory  requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise an d sell th e 
pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Library that the fiscal agent has failed to 
pay deposited funds upon dem an d. 

59 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UN CIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

N O TE 22 -SELECTED D ISCLO SURES FO R DISCRETELY PRE SENTED CO M PO NENT 

UNITS (CONTINUED) 

B. CAPITAL ASSETS 

Capital assets for com ponent units are as follows 

Equipm ent & fum iture 
Library books 
Buildings 
Land 

Subtotal 

Library 

$ 1,258,275 
2,786,466 
2,663,360 
40,000 

6,748,101 

Less: Accum ulated D epreciation 3,479,210 

Total 

C. PENSION PLAN 

Substan tially all employees of the St. John the Baptist Parish Comm unity Action Agency and the 
St. John the Baptist Parish Library are m embers of the Parochial Employees' Retirem ent System 
of Louisian a, which the Parish em ployees also participate in. For a detailed plan description, see 
the Parish's Note 9 on pensions. 

The following provides certain disclosures for the St. John the Baptist Parish Com m unity Action 
A gency and the St. John  th e Baptist Parish Library  contributions to the plan: 

Em ployer required contribution rate 
Covered payroll 
Required employer contributions 
Library contributions 

em ber 31 
2001 

7.75%  
$ 533,526 
$ 41,348 
$ 41,348 

7.75%  
$536,994 
$ 41,617 
$ 41,617 

7.75%  
$562,955 
$ 43,629 
$ 43,629 
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NO TE 22 -SELECTED DISCLO SURES FO R DISCRE TELY PRESENTED CO M PO NENT 
UNITS (CONTINUED) 

Com m unity Action A gency 

Employer required contribution rate 
Covered payroll 
Required em ployer contributions 
Parish contributions 

D. LO N G -TERM  DEBT 

Eighteen 
M onths 
Ended 
12/31/01 
7.75%  

$145,495 
$ 11,276 
$ 11,276 

FYE 
12/31/02 

7.75%  
$104,884 
$ 8,128 
$ 8,128 

Changes in long-term obligations of the component units are as follows 

Library 

FYE 
12/31/03 
7.75%  

$111,677 
$ 8,655 
$ 8,655 

I. A ccrued Annual and Sick Leave 
The following is a summ ary of long-term  obligation transactions for unused annual and 
sick leave during the year : 

Unused Unused 
Annual Sick 
Leave Leave Totals 

Long-term  obligations payable 
at December 31, 2002 $ 35,015 $ 82,561 $ 117,576 

Additions  
D eductions 
Long-term  obligations payable 
at D ecem ber 31, 2003 

2. Certificate of Indebtedness 

43,613 

(41,366) 
22,113 

(19,03.8) 
65,726 

(60,404) 

On M arch 10, 1998, the Parish Council issued Certificates of Indebtedness, Series 1998, 
with a principal am ount totaling $2,925,000. The proceeds from  this issue are for 
m aintaining, constructing, and operating libraries within the Parish. Th e certificates mature 
serially through M ar ch 1, 2008, and are backed by the full faith  an d credit of St. John the 
Baptist Parish. The Library is obligated to paying all principal, interest, and costs 
associated with this bond issue. 
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NOTE 22 -SELECTED DISCLO SURES FO R DISCRE TELY PRESENTED CO M PO NENT 

UNITS (CONTINUED) 

The annual requirem ents to am ortize the certificates outstanding at D ecem ber 31, 2003 is 
as follow s: 

Year Ending, Decem ber 31 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 

Total 

Pfincipfl 
$ 295,000 

310,000 
325,000 
345,000 
360,000 

Interest 

$ 65,837 
53,051 
39,236 
24,323 
8,280 

Total 
$ 360,837 

363,051 
364,236 
369,323 
368 280 

The following is a summ ary of the changes in general long-term debt of certificates of 
indebtedness for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003: 

Balance due at Jan uary 1, 2003 

Issued 

Retired 

Balan ce due at Decem ber 31, 2002 

3. Operating Leases 

$1,920,000 

(285,0oo) 

$1.635L0_~  

The Library entered into operating leas es for buildings and copier m achines. The total 
m inim um annual comm itm ents under all operating leas es are as  follows: 

2004 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 22 -SELECTED DISCLO SURES FOR DISCRETELY PRESENTED CO M PO NENT 
UNITS (CONTINUED) 

E. PRIO R YEAR RE STATEM ENT O F NET ASSETS 

The following adjustments were made to restate beginning fund balance at December 31, 
2002 to net assets, due to the conversion of the library's (GAAP) finan cial statements to the 
new GASB Statem ent No. 34 provisions: 

Total fund balan ce - Governm ental 
Fund - at December 31, 2002 $2,120,993 

A dd: Cost of capital assets, net 
of accum ulated depreciation 

Less: Accrued annual and sick leave 
payable 

Less: Bond principal an d interest 
payable 

NO TE 23 - PRIO R PERIOD RE STATEM ENTS 

3,427,725 

(122,898) 

(2,189,810) 

$3.236.010 

In 2003, the Parish im plem ented GA SB 34 "Bas ic Finan cial Statem ents an d M anagem ent's 
Discussion an d Analysis for State and Local Govern m ents". Statem ent No. 34 established new 
finan cial rep orting requirements for all state an d local govern m ents an d consists of the following: 

M anagem ent's Discussion an d Analysis 

Bas ic Finan cial Statem ents: 
Governm ent-wide finan cial statem ents, prepared using the econom ic resources 
m eas urem ent focus and the accrual basis of accoun ting; 

Fund finan cial statem ents, consisting of a series of statem ents that focus on a 

government's major governmental funds an d enterprise funds; 

N otes to financial statem ents; an d 

Required Supplem ental Inform ation, which requires budgetary com parison 
schedules to be presented. 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 23 - PRIOR PERI OD RESTATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

The impact of this restatem ent on the govem m ental activities net assets are as follows 

Fund balance as  of 
Decem ber 31, 2002 

Capital Assets - 

(net of accumulated 
depreciation) 

Intern al Service Funds 

Long-term liabilities 
(net of premiums, 
discoun ts, an d deferred 

charges) 

Govern m ental activities 
net as sets as of Decem ber 31, 2002 

$26,569,087 

20,186,525 

82,402 

Th e impact of this restatem ent on the business-type activities net assets ar e as  follow s 

Utilities Solid Nonmajor 
System Sewerage W aste . Funds Total 

Retained earnings as of December 3 I, 2002 $ 8,345,260 $ 2,779,447 $ 357,673 $ 345,004 $11,827,384 

Capital assets (net of accumulated depreciation) 13,711,088 55,354,865 69~065.953 

Business-type activities net assets 
As of December 31,2002 $22~056.348 $ 58.134.312 $ 357.67.3 $ 345.004 $ 80.893.337 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIA NA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 23 - PRIOR PERIOD RESTATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

The beginning balance of capital assets has been restated due to the im plem entation of GASB 
Statem ent 34 requirem ents. Reclas sifications have been m ade and infras tructure has been recorded. 

The follow ing table represents the above m entioned changes to the governm ental activities capital 
as sets: 

Governm ental 
Funds Governm ental 

Fixed Assets, Activities 
as Previously Capital Assets, Increas e 

Reported as Restated (Decrease) 

Land 
Construction in progress 
Building and building im provem ents 
Street system 
Drainage system 
Furn iture, fixtures, and equipm ent 
Vehicles 

$ 2,914,679 
3,438,924 
11,114,902 

4,057,286 
5,230,621 

$ 2,914,679 
3,438,924 
5,897,933 
24,335,579 
4,967,637 
4,057,286 
4,851,843 

(5,216,969) 
24,335,579 
4,967,637 

(378,778) 

$23.707.4 

The follow ing table represents the above m entioned changes to the business-type activities capital 
as sets: 

Enterprise 
Funds Business-Type 

Fixed Assets, Activities 
as  Previously Capital A ssets, In creas e 

Reported as Restated (Decrease) 

Land 
Construction in progress 
Building an d building im provem ents 
System s - water and sew er 
Furniture, fixtures, and equipm ent 
V ehicles 

1,678,614 
5,169,931 
871,997 

82,592,439 
1,536,369 
990,330 

$ 1,678,616 
5,169,930 
873,547 

146,481,308 
1,536,369 
990,330 

2 

(1) 
1,550 

63,888,869 
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ST. JO HN THE BAPTIST PARISH  C OUN CIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIAN A 

SCH EDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHA NGES IN 
FUND BALAN CE - BUD GET AN D A CTUAL - 

GENERAL FUN D 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Revenues 
T~xes: 
Ad valorcm 

Li0m ses and  permits 
Intergovem mentsl rovonues: 
Fedoxal grants 
State funds: 
State ~vc~ue sharing 
Other 

Fees, charges, and  oommisdons 
Fines and forfeitures 
lutewst income 
Othex r~vcmuo 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures 

Goaoral government: 
l~#slative 
Distrlot Attorn ey 
Distriot Cou~ 
Clerk of Court 
probation Officer 
~x~c~tivc - P~sidcnt ~ d F~ uc~ 
pa~sh President SalaIy 
Registrar of Votcas 
Eleotions 
Ocmoral and Administrative 
Civil Service 
planning and Zoning 
Bmployee Bc~vti~ 
Gen m l Govommont 
Equipment and Bm3din g ~nst~rn~e 
public Safety - Sheriff 
Cortmvr 
l.P, and Constable 
Community A~tion 
Summer Food Service 
Recreation 
purchasing 
Health and Humaa Services 
Grant Funded Projects 
M iscellaneous 
Debt svrvice 
I~ase - Commanieatlon District 
COI - 2002 

Total Exp en ditttres 

(Contimmd) 

Amounts 
otlgima 
Budget 

~imd 
Budget 

$ 860,000 $ 869,916 $ 
905.500 978,911 

- 280,300 

60,000 
585,000 
141,100 
30,000 
10,000 
68~000 

62,190 
543,371 
159,075 
22,644 
4,826 

Actual 

869,916 
978,911 

356,754 

62,190 
467,727 
181,719 
30,000 
5,073 

Variance with 
Final Budget - 

Fositlve (Negative) 

76,454 

(75,644) 
22,644 
7.356 
247 

240,000 
225,000 
250,000 
25,000 
43,000 
375,000 
70,667 
44,000 
25,000 
160,000 
35,000 
198,000 
535,000 
350,000 
1~.0.000 

345#00 
90,000 
65,000 
70,000 
65,000 
420,000 
55,000 

43,575 
26Ifl19 

311,872 
4,114 

43,575 
26lil19- 

43,56~ 
261A 19 

478 

(1,000) 
425 

1.a56 

545 
(8,033) 
(1,00o) 
364 

(50,620) 
12,866 

(910) 

(2,871) 

(7,423) 
131 

2,519 
(1) 

(10,290) 

(271) 

15 

$ 4,130,361 $ 4,983,389. $ 5,047,109 $ /63,720) 



 

ST. JOH N THE BAPTIST PARISH C OUN CIL 

LAPLACE, LOUISIAN A 
SCHEDULE OF REVENU ES, EXPENDITUR ES, AN D CHA N G ES IN 

FUND BALAN CE - BUD GET AN D A CTUAL - 
G EN ERAL FUN D 

For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Bud~e~d Amomx~ 
o~  Fm~ 
Budget Budget A~ l 

Vam ncewi~ 
FinM Budgot- 

Po~ vc(NcSa~ve) 

Excess (Delid~ney) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures $ (1,470~761) $ ~1~983,998) $ (2,016,661) $ (32,663) 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 
Operating transfers in 
Operatin g transfers out 

X~ l Oth~ Fin~n~ g So~ ~~ 
(Usos) 

Net Change in Fund Balance 

Fu nd Balance, Beginning of Year 

Residual Equity Transfer 

Fund Balance, End of Year 

1,568,694 

(2,400) 
1,788,678 (30,001) 
(1,600) (1,600) 

1,566,294 1,818,679 1,787,078 (31,601) 

95,533 (165,319) (229,583) (64,264) 

0 87,559 87fl59 
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 
LAPLACE, LOUISIANA 

COM BINING SCH EDULE OF REVENUES, EX PENDITURE S, AND CHANGES IN 
FUND BALANCE - BUD G ET AND ACTUAL - 

ROADS AND BRIDGES 
For the Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

Revenues 
T~xc~: 

Ad velctem 
8ale~ and ~ e 

Int e~govemm~atal rev~u~: 
Federal gra~s 
State fuado: 

parlah transportation 
State revenue sharing 
Ost~ 

Fee~, charges, and c~ i~i~ s 
Fine~ mad f~feit~  
Int~cst mcm e 
Oth~~ tev~ e 

T~a[ Kevemle~ 

Expenditures 
C~ t: 
General ge vcar~m~ : 

Judicial 
F/nanc~ and admiais~ati~l 

Public ~afety 
H~ lth ~ d welfare 
Bc~ ic d~ elopme~tt 
Transportati~  
Debt Service 

Tctal Bxp~ dituf~ 

Excess (Deficiency) efRevenu~ 
Over Expenditures 

Other Financing Sou re~~ (Us~) 
Pr~ eda of debt izaued 
Pr~ eeda of leas~ 
Sale of Fixed Assets 
Opemting l~ sf~  m 
Op~ tmg t~ s f~  out 

T~a[ Other Fm~ g Smrrc~ 
(us~) 

Net Change in Fund Balance 

Fuad Balanee~ Beginning of Year 

Fund Ba|~u~:e, ~ad ef Year 

B~ ~tea AmountB 
Original Fiaal 
Bud~t Budget 

29oo,o0~ 

430,000 

10,000 
153,200 

V~i~  with 
Final Budget - 

Positive ~Ne~tive) 

$ - $ . $ 
1,956,792 

682,207 

435,356 
354;233 
16,521 
155,490 

1~57~62 

682,207 

435,356 
354~33 
16,521 
155~90 

30,000 9,451 9,461 

1,000 216,011 215,010 (1) 

2,921,500 4,647,606 4,615,185 
128,000 116,011 116,011 

(425,300) (939,556) (906,366) 33,190 

60@,000 600,000 6O0,00O - 

(149,750) (148,950) (168,980) (20,000) 

450,250 

24,950 

451,050 

(488,806) 

431,050 

(475,316) 

1,316,466 732,290 732,290 

(z~,0c~) 

I3,190 



 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 
LAPLACE, LOUISIANA 

COM BININ G SCH EDULE OF REVENUES, EX PENDITURES, AND CHA NGES IN 
FUND BALANCE - BUDG ET AND ACTUAL - 

ECONO M IC DEVELO PM ENT 
For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Revenues 
Taxes: 

Ad valorern 
gales and use 

Iate~govcmmmxtal roy=rues: 
Fcso ral grants 
State funds: 

P~ish t r mmpollalion 
State ~v~ e sharing 
Othor 

F~~, ohatge~, ~ d commissi~ s 
Fine~ mid for[oitm~s 
Int~~st income 
Gtker rcv~a:o 

Total Rev~u~ 

Eapendita ~s 
Curr~ t: 
General government: 

Judicial 
Finance and administrat/c~ 

Public ~fe~r 
Health and wel~r e 
E~ io ds valopm~ t 
Transportation 
Debt Service 

Total Exp~ldit u~  

E~ s (Defieien~y) 0fRcveau~ 
Over Expenditures 

Other Financing Sources CLTS~~) 
Pr~ eeds of debt i~ d 
Pr~ eeds o f M'as es 
S~e of Fin d Angers 
Opecating team f~:s in 
Opca'ating trat~sf~rs out 

Total Other Fmal~ g 8ources 

~ ses) 

Net Change in Fund Balance 

Fund Balance, Beginning of Year 

Faad Bat~a~ , E~4 of Year 

Bud~ edAmounts 

Original Final 
Budget Budget Ac~al 

V~i~ ce with 
Final Budget - 

P~ilive ~le~ative) 

$ . $ - $ . $ 
2,000,000 

116#00 
77,000 

133,556 
100,741 

~57,562 77 

82,513 
146,793 

(51,o43) 
46,052 

529,024 547,655 557,007 (9,352) 

12.000 8.100 8.100 

(1,383,000) (1,792,432) (1,792,432) 

(1,371,o0o) 

292,976 

21276,430 

(i,7s4,332) 

04o,s99) 

2,116.736 

(1.784,332) 

(154.471) 

2,116.736 

69 



 

ST. JO HN THE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 
LAPLACE, LOUISIAN A 

COM BINING SCH EDULE OF REVENUES, EX PENDITURE S, AND CHAN GES IN 
FUND BALANCE - BUDGET AND ACTUAL - 

SALES TAX DISTRICT 
For the Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

Revenu~ 
Ta~ : 

Ad val~ m 
Sat~ m d m e 

Mt ~gov~ t at reveries: 
Fe~cral grants 
State filqds: 

Pari~  t~ port=~on 
State mv~ ue sharing 
Other 

Fe~, charges, and co~ i~i~ s 
Fha~ and f~feitures 
~nter~t hl~ e 
Oth~ my=me 

Total P, cvenucs 

Expenditures 
Current: 
C, eaezal gove~ mem: 

ludieial 
F~ c~ and admithstratim 

Public ~fety 
PIealt h and wel~re 
Ech o ic development 
T~ sp~tatim  
Debt Service 

Total Exp~ ditur~ 

Excess (Defleielt cy) of Revenues 
Over Expendltu res 

Other Fthaneing Sources (Uses) 
proe~d$ of debt i~ued 
proceeds of leazez 
Sale of Fire d Assets 
Op orating t-turns fe~ in 
Op~ ting transfers out 

Total Oth~ Finar~mg 8c~rc~ 

Net Change in Fund Balance 

Fund Balance, Beginni.g of Year 

Fund Balance, End of Year 

Budgeted Amounts 

Original 
Bud~t 

4,7~ ,0~  

70,000 

Final 
Bud~t 

$ - $ 

A~ual 

V~tance with 
Final Budget - 

P~ibve (Negative) 

4,870,000 4,796,448 4f791,425
, (5,023) 

0,60 0 5,89 5,8~  

10,60 0 5,89 5,8~  

4,860,000 4,790,625 4,785,603 (5,022) 

(4,526,899) (7,023,286) (7,023,286) 

(7,023,286) 

(?.,~2,66D 

6,262,898 

(5,022) 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO REQUIRED SUPPLEM ENTARY INFORM ATION 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

N OTE A - BUDG ETARY BASIS O F ACCO UNTIN G 

Budgets for the General Fund and each major Special Revenue Fund are adopted on the 
m odified accrual basis of accounting. Therefore, GA AP serves as  the budgetary basis Of 
accounting. 

NO TE B - EXPENDITURES IN EXCESS O F APPR O PRIATION S 

The following funds had expenditures in excess of appropriations for th e year ended December 
31, 2003: 

General Fund $4,983,389 $5,047,109 

Economic Development $ 547,655 $ 557,007 

Excess 

$ (63,720) 

$ (9,352) 



O TH ER SUPPLEM ENTARY INFO RM ATIO N 



N O NM A JO R G O VERNM EN TAL FU ND S 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUND S 

Special Revenue Funds account for the proceeds of specific revenues (other than special 
assessments, expendable trusts, or revenues for major capital projects) that are legally restricted to 
expen ditures for specific purposes. 

Crim inal Court - The Crim inal Court Fund accounts for a portion of the annual cost of th e 
courts. The annual revenues are derived from  fines, forfeitures, court fees, etc. 

Civil Defense - The Civil D efense Fund provides the annual operations of the St. John Parish 
Departm ent of Public Safety. Revenues ar e generated from  an annual gran t by Entergy, Inc. as  

mandated by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). In addition, funds are allocated by 
Econom ic D evelopm ent to m atch gran t funding per the sales tax proposition. 

Street Li~,htln~ - The Street Lighting Fund accounts for the annual operations for parish-wide 
street lighting. The revenue is gen erated from 4.94 m ills, along with som e state revenue sharing 
funds. Th e expenditures consist of the cost for ligh ting public streets, as well as other annual 
operating expendi tures. 

H ealth U nit Tax - The H ealth  Unit Tax Fun d accoun ts for the operation and m aintenan ce of th e 
two health units in the Parish. Revenue is generated from a .99 m ill Ad Valorem  Tax along with 
som e state revenue sharing. The expenditures include a portion of the annual operation of the 
health un its, as well as th e quarterly billing for personal and environm ental health services 
perform ed in th e Parish by the State Departm ent of Health & Hospitals. 

Juvenile D etention Center - The Juvenile D etention Center Fund provides for the housing of 

St. John  the Baptist Parish juvenile offenders in juvenile detention facilities in other Parishes. 
The revenue is generated from a .99 mill Ad Valorem Tax . The major expenditure is the housing 
of juveniles outside St. John  the Baptist Parish. 

A irport  A uthority - Th e Airport Authority Fun d accounts for th e annual operation of the St. 
John  th e Baptist Parish Airp ort. The revenues ar e generated from th e retail sale of goods an d 
services to th e facility users, such as fuel, storage, and m iscellan eous equipm ent. Funds are also 
allocated from  Econom ic Developm ent to assist in the annual operations of th e facility. 

V olunteer Fire D epartm ents - These funds accoun t for th e annual operation of the four 
volunteer fire departm ents within St. John  the Baptist Parish. The revenue is generated from a ~ 
% sales tax for the fire departm ents along with a 2%  fire insuran ce rebate. 



NONM AJOR GOVERNM ENTAL FUNDS (CONTINUED) 

Com m unications District - The Com m unications District Fund 
operation of the em ergency 911 facility. Revenue is generated from 
collected by local telephone companies along with interest incomel 

accounts for the annual 
the m onthly 911 surcharge 

A m bulance Fund - The Am bulance Fund accounts for annual em ergency am bulan ce services 
for St. John the Baptist Parish. The revenue is generated from a service char ge on residents' 
monthly utility bills. The major expenditure for this fund is the private contract services for 
parish-w ide EM S. 

AR C M aintenance Fund - The AR C M aintenance Fund assists in the annual m aintenance for 
the AR C Center. The revenue is generated from a 1.00 m ill Ad Valorem Tax 

Senior C itizen Tax -The Senior Citizen Tax  Fund assists in the annual m aintenance of the 
Senior Citizen Center. The revenue is generated from a .99 m ill ad valorem tax. 

Convention Center Fund - Revenue is generated from a dedicated 2.97%  sales tax charged on 
th e hotel/m otel occupancy of lodging in St. John  the Baptist Parish. The revenue is dedicated to 
th e construction and m aintenance of a Civic Center. 

Fire Departm ent Payroll Fund - In M ay 2003, the voters of St. John the Baptist Parish passed a 
.25 cent sales tax for a partially paid fire departm ent. This fund will account for the cost 
associated w ith the paid personnel for the fire depa~m ents. 

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 

The Debt Service Funds are used to accum ulate m onies for the paym ent of principal, interest, and 
fiscal charges on the Parish's general obligation and special tax bonds. 

Parishwide Sew er Sales Tax Reserve Fund - This fund accounts for the reserv ing of funds as 
prescribed by law for any one year's principal and interest paym ents for sewer bonds 

Parishwide Sew er Sales Tax Sinking Fund - This fund accounts for the annual paym ent of 
principal and interest on sewer bond debt. The Sales Tax District transfers on a m onthly basis 
the funds to cover th ese paym ents. 

Econom ic Developm ent Sales Tax R eserv e Fund - This fund accounts for the reserving of 

funds as prescribed by law for ari~, one year's principal and interest paym ents for economic 
developm ent bonds. 

Econom ic Developm ent Sales Tax Sinking Fund - This fund accounts for the annual paym ent 
of principal and interest on econom ic developm ent bond debt. The Econom ic Developm ent 
Fund transfers on a m onthly basis the funds to cover these paym ents. 



NONM AJOR GOVERNM ENTAL FUNDS (CONTINUED) 

W VFD Sales Tax Reserve Fund - This fund accounts for the reserving of funds as prescribed 
by law for any one year's principal an d interest paym ents for the W VFD sales tax bonds. 

W VFD Sales Tax Sinking Fund - This fund accounts for the annual paym ent of principal and 
interest on the W V FD sales tax bond debt. The W V FD operating fund transfers on a m onthly 
basis the funds to cover these paym ents. 

CAPITAL PRO JE CTS FUNDS 

The Capital Projects Funds are used to account for all resources and expenditures in connection with 
the acquisition, renovation, and improvem ents of capital facilities other than those finan ced by 
proprietary funds. 

Drainage Construction - The fund was created in 1997 by a $6 m illion bond calling for specific 
drainage capital improvements. The only projects remaining are the Master Drainage Plan, 
Reserve Relief Canal, and LaPlace Park Pum p Station. 

W estbank V olunteer F~ire Departm ent Bond Construction - The fund w as created by a 2002 
bond calling to fu nd the acquisition of m achinery  and equipm ent, land and buildings for the W est 
Bank Volunteer Fire D epartm ent. 
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NONM AJOR PROPRIETARY FUNDS 

ENTERPRISE FU NDS 

Enterprise funds are used to account for operations that are financed and operated in a m anner 
sim ilar to private business enterprises where the intent of the governm ent's counci~ is that the costs 
of providing goods or services to the general public on a continuing basis be financed or recovered 
prim arily through user charges; or where the governm ent's council has decided that periodic 

determ ination of net incom e is appropriate for accounting purposes. 

M osquito A batem ent - This fund accounts for the annual cost to provide m osquito serv ices to 
the residents of St. lohn Parish. Annual revenue is generated by a $1.25 serv ice charge on the 
m onthly utility bill and a .49 m ill A d V alorem Tax. 

INTERNAL SERVICE FUNDS 

Internal service funds are used to account for the financing of goods or services provided by one 
departm ent or agency to other departm ents or agencies of the governm ent an d to other 

governm ental units, on a cost reimbursem ent bas is. 

W orkers Com pensation Fund - This fund accounts for m inor workers 
involving St. John the Baptist Parish. Various departm ents tran sfer funds 
these m inor claim s. This fund w as closed during 2003 with a residual 

General Fund. 
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com pensation claim s 
into this fund to cover 
equity transfer to the 



Asscts 

ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH  C O UN CIL 

LAPLA CE, LO U ISIA N A 
C O M BIN IN G  STA TEM EN T O F N ET A SSET S 

N O N M A JO R  PR O PRIETA R Y FU ND S 

D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Current assets 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Investments 
Receivables, net 
Due from other funds 
Inventory 

N oncurrent assets 

Capital assets (net of accumulated depreciation) 

Total Assets 

(Continued) 

Enterprise Internal Service 
W orkers 

M osquito Compensation 
Abatement Fund 

Total 

Nonmajor 
Proprietary 
Funds 

59,390 $ 

90,825 
72,126 

59,390 

90,825 
72,126 



ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA RISH  CO UN CIL 

LA PLA CE, LO U ISIA NA 

CO M BIN IN G STA TEM EN T O F NET A SSETS 

N O N M AJO R  PR O PR IETARY FUN D S 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Liabilities and fund balance 
Liabilities 

Current liabilities payable from 
current assets 

Accounts and salaries payable 
Capital leases payable - curren t 
Due to other funds 
Other liabilities 

Total current liabilities 

Current liabilities payable from 
restricted assets 
Customer deposits 
Bonds payable, current portion 
Accrued interest payable 

Total current liabilities 
from restricted assets 

Noncurrent liabilities 
Bonds payable 
Capital leases payable 

Total noncurrent liabilities 

Total Liabilities 

Net Assets 
Invested in capital as sets, net of related debt 
Unrestricted 

Total Net Assets 

84 

Enterorise Funds Internal Service Total 

M osquito 
Abatemen t 

W orkers Nonrnajor 
Compensation Proprietary 

Fund Funds 

38.483 38.483 

93,828 
183.858 

93,828 
183.858 

277,686 $ $ 277 



 

ST. JOH N THE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 

LAPLACE, LO UISIANA 

COMBINING STATEM ENT OF REVEN UES, EXPENSES, AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS 

NONM AJOR PROPRIETARY FUNDS 

For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Revenues 
W ater sales 
Sewer charges 
M osquito abatement 
Fees, charges, and oomlnlssions 
Rclmbursed indirect costs 
Other income 

Total rcw nues 

Operating expe nses 
General administration 
Purification 
Disua~o ution 
professional Sewices 
Salaries, ope rations 
Plant 
Vehicles 
lndimct costs 
C~ Wact services 
M iscellaneous 
Depreciation 

Total operating ~~pe ases 

Operating income (loss) 

Nonoperal~ag income (expense) 
Ad valor~,ftl tax 
Interest income 

Net nonoperating income (~XpelLS~) 

Lncom~ (loss) before operating transfers 

Operating transfers in (out) 
Opelat/ng trans fern in 
Operating tsaasf~  oat 

Net operating Uransfers 

Change in net assets 

Net assets, be ginning of year 

Residual Equity T~ fer 

Net assets, end of year 

internal Scrvi~e 

Mosquito 
Abatement 

W orkers 
Compensation 

Fund 

Total 
Nonmajor 
Proprietary 
Funds 

$ 

254,811 

4.811 254.8 

82,154 
1.434 

82,154 
2,730 

(07,318) 5,157 (62,161) 

45,004 g2,402 427.406 
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ST . JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA R ISH  C O UN CIL 

LA PLA CE, LO UISIAN A 
N O N M A JO R  PR O PRIETAR Y  FUN D S 

STA TEM EN T O F CA SH  FL O W S 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Cash Flows From Operating Activities: 
Receipts from customers and users 
Receipts from interfund services provided 
Other Receipts 
Payments to suppliers 
Paym ents to em ployees 
Payments for interthnd services used 

Net Cash Provided (Used) by Operating Activities 

Cash Flows From NonCapital Financing Activities: 
Transfer to other funds 
Advances from other funds 
Ad valorem taxes 
Subsidy from federal grants 

Net Cash Provided (Used) by Noneapital 
Financing Activities 

Cash Flows From Capital and Related 
Financing Activities: 

Proceeds from capital debt 
Capital contributions 
Purchases of capital assets 
Acquisition and construction of capital assets 
Principal paid on capital debt 
Interest paid on capital debt 
Capital lease down payment 
Proceeds from sales of capital assets 

Net Cash Provided (U sed) by Capital 
and Related Financing Activities 

Cash Flows From Investing Activities: 
Proceeds from sales and maturities ofinves~nents 
Purchase of investments 
Interest and dividends received 

Net Cash Provided (U sed) by Investing Activities 

Net Increase (Decrease) in Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Cash and Cash Equivalents, Beginning of Year 
Cash and Cash Equivalents, End of Year 

(Continued) 

Enterprise Imernal Service 

M osquito 

Abatement 
Workers Nonmajor 

Compensation Proprietary 
Fund Fund Funds 

127.110) (2.539) (129.649 

59,390 $ $ 59,390 



ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH  C O UNCIL 
LA PLA CE, LO UISIA NA 

N O N M A JO R PR O PRI ETA R Y  FU N D S 

STA TEM EN T OF CA SH  FLOW S 
For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Reconciliation to Statem ent of Net Assets: 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Restricted assets - cash and cash equivalents 

Cash and Cash Equivalents, End of Year 

Emerorise lmeraal Service Total 
M osquito 
Abatement 
Fund 

W orkers Nonmajor 
Compensation Proprietary 

Fund Funds 

Reconciliation of Operating Income to Net Cash 

Provided (Used) by Operating Activities: 
Operating income (loss) $ (135,906) $ (2,539) $ (138,445) 
Adjustments to reconcile operating income (loss) to net cash 
provided (used) by operating activities: 

Depreciation expense 

(increase) decrease in accounts receivable 
(Increase) decrease in intergovemmental receivables 
(Increase) decrease in due from other funds 
Increase (decrease) in allowance for uncollectible accounts 
(Increase) decrease in inventories 
(Increase) decrease in other assets 
(Iucrease) decrease in p~epaid items 
Increase (decrease) in customer deposits 
Increase (decrease) in accountS payable 
Increase (decrease) in other liabilities 
Increase (decrease) in intergovemmental payables 
Increase (decrease) in due to other funds 
Total Adjustments 

Net Cash Provided (Used) by Operating Activities 
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31,741 

(5,054) 

(5,019) 

(12,872) 

31,741 

(5,054) 

(5,019) 

(12,872) 
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St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
General Governmental Expenditures by Function - Governmental Fund Types (1) 

Last Ten Years 

(Unaudited) 

Ge neral Public 
Year Government Safer3 

Health and Econom ic 
W elfare Devdoom e 

(2) 
Debt 
Service Total 

2,871,357 $ 
3,159,576 
3,053,950 
3,129,671 
3,180,990 

3,409,130 
2,535,660 
3,754,732 
4,286,112 
4,684,560 

1,746,311 $ 
1,291,017 
2,111,370 
1,608,057 
2,000,197 
1,920,267 
3,126,846 
2,645,714 
3,655,026 
2,636,893 

509,907 $ 
1,108,151 
927,799 

1,089,848 
1,064,181 
1,128,649 
919,459 

t,414,377 
1,256,805 
1,105,244 

(1) Includes General, Special Revenue, and Debt Service Funds. 

(2) Includes all Debt Service except Enterprise Fund Revenue Bonds. 

355,90O $ 
1,493,983 
308,741 
244,104 
238,015 
262,315 
352,848 
632,877 
981,364 

1,211,094 

3,522,027 $ 
3,208,912 
2,592,397 
2,470,226 
3,529,761 
4,239,930 
4,719,498 
5,096,024 
5,433,250 
5,505,105 

6,270,166 
6,319,536 
5,414,155 
5,923,025 
5,578,305 
9,840,523 
5,743,360 
5,337,110 
5,403,563 
5,307,225 

$ 15,275,668 
16,581,175 
14,408,412 
14,464,931 
15,591,449 
20,800,814 
17,397,671 
18,880,834 
21,016,120 
20,450,121 



Year Taxes 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
General Government'a[ Revenues by Source - Governmental Farad Types (1) 

Last Ten Years 
(Ullaudited) 

Fees, Charges Fines 
Licenses and Iutergovern- and and 
Permits m ental Com missions Forf eitures 

Interest 
Incom e 

O ther 
]ngo~le 

1994 $ 11,868,992 $ 606,605 
1995 11,770,206 611,196 
1996 11,670,809 710,144 
1997 12,533,948 723,771 
1998 14,278,492 760,233 
1999 14,079,624 827,826 
2000 15,127,549 824̀563 
2001 15,310,588 895,486 
2002 14,462,255 910,097 
2003 14,864,191 978,911 

(1) Includes Oenera[, Special Revenue, and Debt Service Funds. 
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552̀509 $ 
671,609 
909,286 
549,735 
669,538 
927,418 
1,009fl52 
797,808 
448,441 

282,347 

152,418 $ 
423,082 
71,999 
431,103 
460~92 
466065 
607,238 
384,689 
408,320 
664,879 



Y ear 
Tax 
R oll 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 

Property Tax Levies and Collections (1) 
Last Ten Y ears 

(Unaudited) 

Tax 
M illage 

Assessed 
Value of 
Taxable 
Mi lla~es 

Taxes 
Levied 

Taxes 
Collected 

Taxes not 
Collected 

1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 

1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 

1997 

1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 

35.92 
36.92 
36.84 

36.58 
37,06 
39.57 
40.27 
40.03 
40.03 
40.54 

(1) Source: St. John the Baptist Sb_erifTs Office. 

136,998,150 
138,052,774 
142,052,255 
144,625,776 
148,375,059 

149,796,100 
153,360,732 
160,987,703 
172,014,720 
176,513,085 

4,785,111 
4,960,684 
4,987,520 
5,072,899 
5,491,377 
5,919,780 
6,168,373 
6,436,948 
6,878,327 
7,148,253 

4,745,865 $ 
4,892,778 
4,815,839 
5,011,999 
5,485,307 
5,847,861 
6,023,737 
6,236,603 
6,432,567 
6,826,931 

39,246 
67,906 
171,68l 
60,900 
6,070 
71,919 
144,636 
200,345 
445,760 

321,322 



Y ear 
Tax 
Roll 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 

Assessed Value of Tax able Property (1) 
Last Ten Y ears 

(Unaudited) 

Num ber of 
Taxpayers 

Value of 
Land and 

m provem ents 

Value of 
Other 
Property 

A mount of 
Hom estead 
Exemption 

Assessed 
Value of 
Taxable 
Property 

1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 

1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 

1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 

52,516 $ 
48,065 
39,734 
39,203 
38,924 
38,924 
38,931 
42,447 
52,981 
51,675 

(1) Source; St. John the Baptist Parish Assessor's Office 

19,524,661 
18,959,568 
19,504,377 
20,303,993 
21,038,935 
21,790,320 
23,007,164 
23,843,894 
25,119,581 
25,698,735 
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170,396,041 5; 
172,676,580 
177,332,846 
180,155,I95 
184,608,740 
186,869,982 
191,023,124 
200,094,210 
211,659,719 
213,311,804 

52,922,552 $ 
53,583,374 
54,784,968 
55,833,412 
57,272,616 
58,864,202 
60,669,556 
62,950,401 
64,764,580 
66,995,819 

136,998,150 
138,052,774 
142,052,255 
144,625,776 
148,375,059 
149,796,100 

153,360,732 
160,987,703 
172,a14,720 
I76,513,085 



Y ear 
Tax 
R oll 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
Assessed and Estim ated A ctual 

V alue of Taxable Property 
Last Ten Y ears 

(Unaudited) 

Total 
A ssessed 
V alue 

Estim ated 
A ssessm ent 

Ratio (1) 

Estim ated 
Actual 
V alue 

1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 

1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 

S 191,636,148 
196,837,223 
200,459,188 
205,647,675 
208,660,302 
214,030,288 
223,938,104 
236,779,300 
239,010,539 
242,421,270 

0.145 
0.145 

45 
45 
45 
45 

0.145 
0.145 
0.145 
0.145 

(1) Source: St. John the Baptist Parish School Board Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report - Statistical Section. 

$ 1,321,628,607 
1,357,498,090 
1,382,477,159 
1,418,259,828 
1,439,036,566 
1,476,070,952 
1,544,400,717 

1,632,960,690 
1,648,348,545 

1,671,870,828 



 

St. John the Baptist Parish C ouncil 

Value of Exempt Industrial Property (1) 
Under I0 Y ear Contracts 

Last Ten Y ears 

(Unaudited) 

Y ear 

1993-03 

1994-04 

1995-05 

1996-06 

1997-07 

1998-08 

1999-09 

2000-10 

2001-11 

2002-12 

Estim ated 
A ctual 

V alue 

22,710,602 

15,487,848 

11,476,585 

59,052,190 

97,805,326 

167,860,304 

32,825,548 

21,724,919 

312,010,992 

944,751,887 

Tot~ $ 1,685,706,201 

(1) Source: St. John the Baptist Parish Assessor's Office. 
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year 
Esfl~nated 
Population * 

St. John the Baptist parish Council 
Ratio of Net General Bonded Debt to Assessed Value 

& Net Bonded Debt Per Capita 
Last Ten Years 

(Unaudlted) 

Assessed 
Value of 
Taxable 
Property 

Gross 
Bonded 
Debt (I) 

Less 
Debt Service 

Funds 

Net 
Bonded 
Debt 

Ra tio of 
Property Tax 
Net bonded 
Debt to 

Assessed Value 

Net 
Bonded 
Debt Per 
CaDRa 

43,360 
43,764 
44,168 
44,572 
44,976 
45,380 
43,044 
43,798 
44,521 
44,748 

$ 136,998,150 
138,052~74 
142,052,255 
144,625ff76 
148,375,059 
149,796,100 
153,360,732 
160,987,703 
172,014,720 
176,513,085 

$ 12,619,000 
11,446,000 
10,176,000 
8,889,000 
14,803,000 
13,215,000 
11,595,000 
9,890,000 
15,015,000 
25,455,000 

$ 2,129fl46 $ 
2,082384 
2,058,033 
2,109,828 
2,405,540 
2,362,090 
2,588,430 
2,901,162 
3,458,653 
4,176,704 

* Census inforrrmfion obtained from South Central Planning and Development Comrrfission 

(1) Includes onlyAd Valorom Tax Bonds. 

10,489,254 

9~63~16 
8,117,967 
6,779,172 
12,397,460 
10,852,910 

9,006~70 
6,988,838 
11,556,347 
21,278,296 

7.7 $ 
6.8 
5.7 
4.7 
8.4 
7.2 
5.9 
4.3 
6.7 
12.1 



Y ear 
Tax 
Roll 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
Legal Debt M argin 
Last Ten Y ears 

(Unaudited) 

Total 
A ssessed 
Value 

Legal 
D ebt 
Lim it * Indebtedness ** 

Legal 
D ebt 
M ar~in 

1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 

1993 $ 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 

189,920,702 
191,636,148 
196,837,223 
200,459,188 
205,647,675 

208,66~302 
214,03~288 
223,938,104 
236,779,300 

242,421,270 

$ 66,472,246 $ 
67,O72,652 
68,893,028 

70,160,716 
71,976,686 
73,031,106 
74,910,601 
78,378,336 
82,872,755 
84,847,445 

12,619,000 
11,446,000 

10,176,000 
8,889,000 
14,803,000 
13,215,000 
11,595,000 
9,890,000 
15,015,000 
25,455,000 

* Legal debt limit is 35% of the total assessed value of taxable property 

(10% of the assessed value of taxable property for any one purpose). 

** Indebtedness for all purposes combined  bas ed upon ad valorem  taxes. 
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53,853,246 

55,626,652 

58,71~028 
61,271,716 

5~173,686 
59,816,106 
63,315,601 
68,488,336 
67,857,755 
59,392,445 



Y ear 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
Ratio of Annual Debt Service for General Bonded Debt 

to Total General Governmental Expenditures (1) 
Last Ten Y ears 

COnaudited) 

Debt 
Serv ice 

Expenditures 

Total General 
G overnm ental 

Expenditures Ratio 

1994 $ 
1995 

1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 

2001 
2002 
2003 

6,270,166 $ 
6,319,536 
5,414,155 
5,923,025 
5,578,305 

9,840,523 
5,743,360 
5,337,110 
5,403,563 
5,307,225 

15,275,668 
16,581,175 
14,408,412 
14,464,931 
15,591,449 
20,800,814 
17,397,671 
18,880,834 
21,016,120 

20,450,121 

(1) Includes General, Special Revenue, and Debt Service Funds. 

0.410 

0.381 
0.376 
0.409 
0.358 
0.473 

0.330 
0.283 
0.257 
0.260 



Jurisdiction 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
Computation of Direct and Overlapping Bonded Debt 

General Obligation Bonds (1) 
Decem ber 31, 2002 

(Unaudited) 

Net General 
Obligation 
Bonded Debt 
O utstandinff 

Percentage 
Applicable to 
G overnm ent 

A m ount 
Applicable to 
Governm ent 

Direct: 
St. John The Baptist Parish 
Library 

Toh~l Direct 

Overlapping: 
St. John The Baptist Parish 

School Board (2) 

$ 
$ 

25,455,000 
1.635.000 

27.090.000 

100% $ 
100% 

Total Overlapping 26,935,000 

Total Direct and Overlapping $ 54,025,000 

(1) All General Obligation Bond are secured by Ad Valorem Taxes. 

25,455,000 
1.635.000 

$ 27,090,000 

26.935.000 

26.935.000 

$ 54,025,000 

(2) Source: SLJohn  The Baptist Parish School Board Comprehensive Annual Financial Report- 
Statistical Section. 
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Y ear 

Gross 
R Lwenue$ 

D irect 
Operating 
Expenses 

f2) 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
Revenue Bond Coverage 

Last Ten Years 

(Unaudited) 

N et Revenue 
Available for 
Debt Service 

Debt Service reeuirem ents 

Principal Interest Total Coverage 

Utilities System 

1994 $ 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 

4,170,264 
4,226,013 
4,320,865 
5,337,914 
5,435,241 
4,793,650 
5,180,674 
4,899,515 
4,931,399 
4,663,789 

Sewerage(3) 

1993 2,548,192 
1994 2,610,895 
1995 2,846,733 

3,726,265 $ 
3,539,523 
3,324,590 
3,240,340 
3,332,493 
3,683,966 
3,524,392 
4,250,458 
4,455,735 
4,010,756 

1,984,203 
2,473,817 
2,961,876 

443,999 $ 
686,490 
996,275 

2,097,574 
2,102,748 
1,109,684 
1,656,282 
649,057 
475,664 
653,033 

563,989 
137,078 

(115,143) 

196,000 
216,000 
226,000 
271,000 

8,031,726 
217,793 
194,894 
217,618 
238,974 
250,459 

65,000 
70,000 
75,000 

$ 377,828 
350,153 
341,721 
336,123 
207,171 
200,876 
567,290 
564,333 
537,160 
525,817 

19,005 
14,740 
12,193 

(1) Source: Enterprise Funds - Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Net 
Assets (Operating revenues and Non-operating revenues). 

(2) Source: Enterprise Funds - Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Net 
Assets (Operating expenses and other financing uses less depreciation and bond interest). 

(3) Subsequent to 1995 there were no debt service requirereent for Sewerage Fund. 
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$ 573,828 
566,153 
567,721 
6o7,123 

8,238,897 
418,669 
762,184 
781,951 
776,134 
776,276 

84,005 
84,740 
87,193 

0.77 
1.21 
1.75 
3.45 

0.26 
2.65 
2.17 
0.83 
o.61 
0.84 

6.71 
1.62 

(1,32) 



Year 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
Property value, Construction and Bank Deposits 

Last Ten Years 

(Unaudited) 

Property 
Value 

Construction- 
Estim ated 

Value(l) 

St. John 
Com m ercial 

Bank Deposits (2) 

1994 
1995 

1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 

2001 
2002 
2003 

$ 189,920,702 $ 
191,636,148 
196,837,223 
200,459,188 
205,647,675 
208,660,302 
214,030,288 
223,938,104 
236,779,300 
242,421,270 

165,015,939 $ 
3~204,517 
31,649972 
54,230,718 
74,089,971 
53,992,289 
64,127,840 
344,970,394 
926,831,150 
891,228,892 

(1) Source: St. John the Baptist Parish School Board Comprehengive 
Annual Financial Report - Statistical Section. 

(2) Source: Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) 

102 

228,145,000 
235,800,000 

259557,000 
237,351,000 
249,530,000 
265,469,000 
281,048,000 

283,241,000 
283,608,000 
273,529,000 



St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
Principal Property Taxpayers 

D ecem ber 31, 2003 

(Unaudited) 

Tax naver 

2003 
Assessed 
V aluation 

2003 
Percentage 
of Assessed 

M arathon Asbhmd, LLC 
E I DuPont De Nemours & Co 
Nalco Chemical Company 
DnPont Dow Elastom ers 
Entergy Louisiana, Inc. 
Louisiana M ach/nery Co. 
Bayou Steel Corporation 
Hibernia National Bank 
Reserve Telephone Co. 
Stockhausen Louisiana 

55,014,082 

8,485,556 
4,924,645 
4,207,485 
3,977,790 
3,509,212 

3,243,212 
2,979,794 
2,680,660 
2.550.091 

Valuation 

22.69% 
3.50%  
2.03%  
1.74%  
1.64%  
1.45%  
1.34%  
1.23%  
1.I1%  
1.05% 

91,572,527 37.77%  

Source:St.John the Baptist Parish Assessor 
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ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH CO U NCIL 
SCH EDULE O F CO UNCIL M EM BERS AND PARISH PRESIDENT CO M PEN SATIO N 

For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

The schedule of compensation paid to the Parish President and Parish Councilm en is presented in 
com pliance w ith House Concurrent Resolution No. 54 of the 1979 Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature. Com pensation of the Parish Council is included in the legislative expenditur es of th e 
General Fund. In accordance with Louisian a Revised Statutes, at LSA-R.S. 33:1233, the Parish 
Coun cil has elected the m onth ly paym ent m ethod of com pensation. Under th is m ethod, the 
Councilm en receive approxim ately $686 per month. 

N ickie M onica, Parish President 

Cleveland Farlough, Council Chairm an , Division A 
Duaine Duffy, Division B 
Lester Rainey, Sr., District I 
Allen St. Pierre, District II 
Richard Dale W olfe, District III 
Ranney W ilson, D istrict IV 
Jobe' Boucvalt, District V 
M elissa Faucheaux, District VI 
Steve Lee, District VII 

Parish Council Total 
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AM OUNT 

$ 70.6~7 

$ 8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 



Y ear Population * 

St, John the Baptist Parish Council 
D em ographic Statistics 

Last Ten Years 

(Uuan dited) 

Per Capita 
Incom e 

Public School 

Enrollm ent Unemploym ent * 

1994 
1995 
1996 

1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 

43,360 $ 
43,764 
44,168 

44,572 
44,976 
45,380 
43,044 
43,798. 
44,521 
44,748" 

14,541 
15,136 
17,299 
18,016 
19,553 
20,480 
15,445 

21,806 
Not Available 
Not Available 

* Inform ation obtained from South Central Planning and Development Comm ission. 
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7,225 
7,089 
7,043 
6,915 
6,765 
6,698 
6,646 
6,563 
6,310 
6,400 

9.4%  
8.4%  
9.4%  
7.1%  
6.5%  
6.4%  
8.1% 
8.2%  
7.8% 
8.9% 



SIN GLE AUD IT SECTIO N 



R EBOW E & C OM PANY 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

CONSULTAN TS 
A PROFESSIONAL CORPOFIATION 

3501 N. Causeway Blvd. ~ Suite 810 ~ P.O. Box 6952 ~ Metairie, LA 70009 
Phone (504) 837-9116 ~ Fax (504) 837-0123 ~ E-mail rebowe@rebowe.com 

IND EPENDEN T A UD ITO R 'S REPO R T 
O N CO M PLIAN CE A ND  O N INTERN AL CO NTR O L O VER  FINAN CIAL 

RE PO R TIN G  BA SED O N AN  A UD IT O F FINAN CIA L 
STA TEM EN TS PERFO RM ED IN A CCO RD AN CE W ITH  

GO VERN M EN T A UDITIN G STANDARDS 

To the Honorable President 
and M em bers of the Council 
St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

W e have audited the basic finan cial statem ents of th e St. John the Baptist Parish Coun cil as of 
an d for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2003, an d have issued our report th ereon dated M ay 26, 
2004. W e conducted our  audit in accordan ce with  auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of Am erica and the standards applicable to finan cial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by th e Comptroller General of th e United States. 

Com plian ce 

A s part of obtaining reasonable as suran ce about wheth er th e St. John  th e Baptist Parish Coun cil's 
bas ic fm ancial statem ents ar e free of m aterial misstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com plian ce 
with certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts, an d gran ts, noncom plian ce with which 
could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of finan cial statem ent am ounts. 

However, providing an  opinion on complian ce wi th those provisions was not an  objective of our 
audit, an d accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed one 
instance of noncompliance that is required to be rep orted under Government Auditing Standards 
which is described in the accompan ying Schedule of Findings and Questioned Cost as item 03-1. 

In planning an d perform ing our audit, we considered the St. John the Baptist Parish Coun cil's 
internal control over finan cial repo~ ng in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for th e 
purpose of expressing our opinion on the bas ic finan cial statem ents an d not to provide assur an ce 
on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of th e intern al control over 
finan cial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in th e intern al control over finan cial 
reporting th at m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the 
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design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control components does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk th at m isstatem ents in am ounts th at w ould be m aterial in relation to the 
basic fm ancial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by 
em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing th eir assigned functions. W e noted no m atters 
involving th e internal control over financial reporting an d its operation th at w e consider to be 
m aterial w eaknesses. How ever, w e noted oth er m atters involving the internal control over 
finan cial rep ortin g th at we have reported to m anagem ent in a sep arate letter dated M ay 26, 2004. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation an d use of th e Council, m an agem ent of the 
Parish, the Louisian a Legislative Auditor, an d federal awarding agencies an d pass-through entities 
an d is not intended to be an d should not be used by anyone other than  these specified parties. 
Under Louisian a Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a 
public docum ent. 

Reg~  d~ ~  

M etairie, Louisian a 
M ay 26, 2004 
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R EBOW E & C OM PANY 
CERTIFIED PU BLIC A CCO UN TAN TS 

CONSULTAN TS 
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

3501 N. Causeway Blvd. ~ Suite 810 ~ P.O. Box 6952 ~ Metairie, LA 70009 
Phone (504) 837-9116 ~ Fax (504) 837-0183 ~ E-mail rebowe@rebowe.com 

IND EPEND ENT A UDITO R 'S REPOR T 

ON COM PLIANCE W ITH RE QUIRE M ENTS APPLICABLE TO EACH 
M AJOR PRO GRAM  AND ON INTERNAL CONTRO L OVER 

CO M PLIAN CE IN A CC ORDAN CE W ITH  O M B CIR CULAR A-133 

To the Honorable President 
and M em bers of the Council 
St. John the Baptist Parish C ouncil 
LaPlace, Louisian a 

W e have audited the com plian ce of the St. John the Baptist Parish Council with the types of 

compliance requirements described in the U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
Circular A-133 Compliance Supplement that are applicable to each of its major federal programs 
for the year ended December 31, 2003. St. John the Baptist Parish Council's major federal 
program s are iden tified in the summ ary of auditor's results section of th e accom pan ying Schedule 
of Findings and Questioned Costs. Compliance with the requirem ents of laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grants applicable to each of its major federal program s is the responsibility of the 
St. John the Baptist Parish Council's m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an  opinion on 
th e St. John  the Baptist Parish Council's complian ce based on our audit. 

W e conducted our  audit of com pliance in accordan ce w ith auditin g stan dar ds generally accepted 
in th e United States of Am erica; the stan dards applicable to financial audits contain ed in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of th e United States; and 

OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. 
Those stan dards and OM B Circular  A-133 require th at we plan and perform  the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about wheth er noncomplian ce with the types of com pliance requi rem ents 

referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program  occurred. 
An audi t includes examining, on a test basis, evidence about the St. John  th e Baptist Parish 
Council's complian ce with th ose t~quirem ents an d perform ing such other procedures as we 
considered necessary in the circum stan ces. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable bas is 
for our  opinion. Our  audit does not provide a legal determ in ation of the St. John  th e Baptist 
Parish Coun cil's com plian ce with th ose requirem en ts. 
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In our opinion, the St. John the Baptist Parish Council complied, in all m aterial respects, with the 
requirements referred to above that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the 
year ended D ecem ber 31, 2003. H ow ever, the results of our auditing procedures disclosed an 
instance of noncompliance w ith those requirem ents th at ar e required to be reported in accordan ce 
with OM B Circular A-133 an d are described in the accom panying Schedule of Findings an d 

Questioned Costs as item 03-02. 

Internal Control Over Com nliance 

The m an agem ent of th e St. John the Baptist Parish Coun cil is responsible for establishing an d 
m aintaining effective intern al control over com plian ce with the requirem ents of laws, regulations, 
contracts, an d gr ants applicable to federal progr am s. In  planning and perform ing our audit, w e 
considered th e St. John  th e Baptist Parish Council's internal control over com plian ce with  

requirements that could have a direct an d material effect on a major federal program  in order to 
determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opini on on com plian ce and to 
test an d report on th e intern al control over complian ce in accordan ce with OM B Circular A-133. 

Our consideration of the intern al control over com plian ce would not necessarily disclose all 
m atters in the intern al control that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a 
condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does 
not reduce to a relatively low level th e risk that noncom plian ce with applicable requirem ents of 

laws, regulations, contracts and grants that would be material in relation to a major federal 
progr am  being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees in the 
norm al course of perform ing their as signed fun ctions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal 
control over com pliance an d its operation that we consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

Thi s report is intended solely for the inform ation an d use of the Coun cil, m anagem ent of th e 
Parish, th e Louisiana Legislative Auditor, an d federal awarding agencies and pas s-through entities 
and is not intended to be and should not be used by an yone other than  these specified parties. 
Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a 
public docum ent. 

Rega~  & e~ p.a,ut 

M etairie, Louisiana 
M ay 26, 2004 
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ST. JOH N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UN CIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIANA 

SCH ED ULE O F EXPEND ITURES O F FED ERAL A W ARD S 
For the Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

Federal Grantor/ 
Pass-Through Grantors/ 
Program Title 

Federal 
CFDA 
Number 

G~nt 
Num~ r 

Program or 
Award 
Amount 

Expenditures/ 
Disbursements 

U.S. Federal Emergency M anagement 
ARency 

Passed through the Louisiana Department 
of M ilitary Affairs: 

Disaster Public Assistance Grant 83.544 1435-DR-LA $ 6,931 $ 

Emergency Assistance Grant 83.534 A02-8-043 

Total Passed through the Louisiana 
Department of Military Affairs 

Firefighters Assistance Gran t 83.555 EM W -2003-FG-17132 

Firefighters Assistance Grant 83.554 EM W -2002-FG-10936 

Firefighters Assistance Grant 83.554 EM W -2002-FG-06914 

Total U.S. Federal Emergency 
M anagement Agency 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Dev~lol~ment 

Passed through the Offi ce of Community 
Development, State of Louisiana: 

Louisiana Community Development 
Block Grant (LCDBG) * 14.228 

Total U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development 

U.S. Deoartment of A~riculture 

Passed through the Louisiana De partment 
of Health and Human Resources: 

NRCS Grunt * 10.902 

Summer Food Service Program 10.558 

Total U.S. Department of Agriculture 

41,849 

25,485 25,485 

37,740 37,740 37,740 

7,824 7,824 7,824 

584-466 311,899 $ 278,944 $ 278,944 

69-7217-03-06 436,460 $ 400,459 

76,631 76,63 I 

$ 477,090 
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ST. JOH N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UN CIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AW ARDS (CONTINUED) 
For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Federal Grantor/ 
Pass-Through Grantors/ 
Pro~am Title 

Federal 
CFDA 
Num~ r 

Grant 
Number 

Program or 
Award Revenue 
Amount Rccocnize 

Expenditures/ 
Disbursements 

U.S. Department of Transoorta 

Federal Aviation Administration 

Airport Improvement Program 20.106 

Total U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Passed through the Louisiana Commission 
on Law Enforcemgnt: 

AlP NO. 3-224)0644)6 and $13,922 $ 13,922 $ 
3-224)0644)84)1 

Juvenile Accountability Block Grant 16.523 A00-84)43 

Total U.S. Department of Justice 

U.S. Department of Commerce -National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Adm inistration 
Passed through the Lo uisiana Department 

of Natural Resources: 

Total U.S. Department of Commerce 

* Major program 

22,849 $ 14,816 $ 14,816 

$ 14,816 $ 14,816 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PA RISH  CO UN CIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIA NA 

NO TES TO SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES O F FEDERAL AW ARDS 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NO TE A - SCO PE O F A UDIT PURSUAN T TO G O VERN M EN T A UDITING 

STANDARDS, OM B CIRCULAR A-133, "AUDITS OF STATES, LOCAL 
G O VERN M ENTS, AND N O N-PRO FIT O RG AN IZA TIO NS" AN D TH E SIN G LE A UDIT 
A CT O F 1984 AND 1996 A M EN DM ENTS 

All federal grant aw ards of the St. John the Baptist Parish Council are included in the scope of 

the single audit. The programs that were major grants and were selected for specific testing 
included: 

CFDA No. 14.228 LCDBG Gran t 

CFDA No. 83.554 NRCS Grant 

The U .S. D epartm ent of Agriculture has been designated as the Parish's oversight agency for the 
single audit. 

N O TE B - SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACC O UNTIN G PO LICIES 

The accom pan ying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Aw ar ds has been prepared using the 
m odified accrual basis of accounting, in accordan ce w ith generally accepted accounting 
principles. The m odified accru al basis of accounting has  also been used in presenting the 
financial statem ents, as disclosed in Note 1 of the financial statem ents. 

N O TE C - PA SS-TH RO UG H AW ARDS 

The St. John  the Baptist Parish Council did not pass-through any if its federal aw ar ds to a 
subrecipient during the year  ended Decem ber 31, 2003. 
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ST. JOH N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO U NCIL 
LAPLA CE, LO UISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

A. SUM M ARY O F AUDITO R'S RESULTS 

The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the basic financial statem ents of 
the St. John the Baptist Parish Council. 

No reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statem ents are reported in 
the Independent's Auditor's Report on Compliance and on Internal Control Over 
Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in 
Accordance with Government Auditing Standards. 

3, An instance of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statem ents of the St. John the 
Baptist Parish Council is reported in accordance with Government Auditing Standards, 
referenced as 03-1 in section B of this report. 

4. No reportable conditions relating to the audit of internal control over the major federal 
award program are reported in the Independent "s Auditor's Report on Compliance with 
Requirements Applicable to Each M ajor Program and on Internal Control Over 
Compliance in Accordance with OM B Circular A-133. 

5. The auditor's report on compliance for the major federal award program administered by 
the St. John  the Baptist Parish Council expresses an unqualified opinion. 

6. Audit findings relative to the major federal award programs are reported in Section C of 
this schedule. 

7. The programs tested as major programs include 

LCDBG Gran t 

NRCS Gran t 

CFD A N um ber 
14.228 

10.902 

8. The threshold for distinguishing Type A and Typ e B progr am s was $300,000 

9. The St. John  the Baptist Parish Council qualified as a low -risk auditee 

10. A m an agem ent letter dated M ay 26, 2004 w as  issued. 
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ST. JOH N TH E BA PTIST PARISH  CO UNCIL 
LA PLACE, LO UISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (CONTINUED) 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

B. FINDIN G S - FINA NCIA L STA TEM ENT A UDIT 

COM PLIAN CE FIN D IN G 

The Parish budgeted a deficit for the Crim inal Court Fund for th e year ended Decem ber 31 
2003. 

Criteria: 

Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1308 states that th e govern ing authority shall adopt a budget "with 
approved expenditures not exceeding the total of estim ated funds available". 

The Parish is in violation of state law 

Cause: 

Final budget am endm ents resulted in the budgeted deficit. 

W e recomm end that the Parish closely monitor th e Criminal Court Fund to ensure that the state 
budget law is being com plied w ith. 

See M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan  for their response. 

114 



 

ST. JOH N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LAPLACE, LO UISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (CONTINUED) 
Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

C. FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS-M AJOR FEDERAL AW ARD PROGRAM S 
A UD IT 

U .S. D EPARTM EN T OF A GRICULTURE 

Passed through the Louisiana D epartm ent of Health and Hum an Resources 

03-2 Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) - CFDA No. 10.902 

Condition: 

The Parish failed to obtain w eekly certified payrolls from one construction contractor to verify 
com pliance with Davis-Bacon Act. 

Criteria: 

The Davis-Bacon Act requires that certified payrolls be obtained from all construction 
contractors on all contracts over $2,000 financed by federal funds to ensure that all skilled 
laborers are paid the m inim um  prevailing w age. 

Skilled laborers for a contractor receiving federal funds m ay not have been paid the prevailing 

w age. 

There was a lack of com m unication between the Parish an d the contractor 

Procedures should be im plem ented to ensure that the com plian ce requirem ents of the Davis- 
Bacon Act ar e m et. 

Response: 

See M an agem ent's Corrective Action Plan  for their response. 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PAR ISH CO UN CIL 
LAPLA CE, LO U ISIANA 

CO RRECTIVE ACTIO N PLAN 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

W e recomm end that the Parish closely m onitor the Crim inal Court Fund to ensure that the state budget law 
is being complied with. 

Corrective Action: 

The Parish will m ore closely m onitor its budgeting procedures to ensure all budgets are in compliance 
w ith the state budget law . 

Im plem entation D ate: 

July 1, 2004 

Contact: 

Jeffrey P. Clement, Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569 

03-2 N atural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) - CFDA No. 10.902 

Procedures should be implem ented to ensure that the com pliance requirem ents of the Davis-Bacon Act 
are m et. 

The Parish will m onitor com pliance w ith the D avis-Bacon Act on all federal construction contracts 

Im plem entation Date: 

July I, 2004 

Jeffrey P. Clement, Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569 
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ST. JOH N TH E BAPTIST PA RISH CO UN CIL 
LAPLA CE, LO UISIANA 

SUM M ARY SCH EDULE O F PRIO R AUDIT FINDING S 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

A . FINDING S - FINA NCIAL STATEM ENT A UD IT 

N one 

B. FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS-M AJOR FEDERAL AW ARD PROGRA M S 
A UDIT 

None 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PAR ISH  CO UN CIL 

. RECEIVrD I
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. >~UDI IOR 
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M EM O RA ND UM  O F ADVISO RY CO M M EN TS 

For the Y ear Ending D ecem ber 31, 2003 

R EBOW E ~  C OM PANY 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC A CCOUNTANTS 

CONSULTAN TS 
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 



TA BLE O F CO N TEN TS 

A UD ITO R 'S REPO RT 

O BSER VATIO NS, RE CO M M ENDATIO N S, A ND 
C O RRE CTIV E ACTIO N PLA N S 

1. Prior Year Repeat Observations and Recomm endations 

2. 2004 Budget Shortfalls 

3. D eficiencies o f Revenues Over Expenditures 

4. Cash M anagem ent 

5. Fixed Assets Accounting 

6. Indirect Cost Allocation Plan 

7. W ireless 911 Service 

8. Convention Center Funding 

9. Post-Em ploym ent Ben efits Other Than  Pen sions 

10. Check W riting M achine 

11. Airport Authority Fund 

12. Physical Inventory 

13. Positive Pay 

14. W ater Sales 

15. Crim inal Justice Expenditures 

16. Overtim e Pay 

STATUS O F PRIOR YEAR 'S RECOM M ENDATIONS 



M ay 26, 2004 

R EBOW E & C OM PANY 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

CON SULTAN TS 

A PROFESSIONAL CO RPORATION 

3501 N. Causeway Blvd. ~ Suite 810 ~ EO. Box 6952 ~ Metairie, LA 70009 
Phone (504) 887-9116 ~ Fax (504) 837-0123 ~ E-mail rebowe@rebowe.com 

Honorable President 
and M em bers of the Council 
St. John the Baptist Parish C ouncil 
LaPlace, Louisian a 

W e have audited the basic financial statem ents of the St. John th e Baptist Parish Council for the 
year ended D ecember 31, 2003 and have issued our report thereon dated M ay 26, 2004. As part of 
our audit, we considered the Parish's intern al control over finan cial reporting in order to determine 
th e nature, tim ing an d extent of our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an  opinion on 
the basic finan cial statem ents an d not to provide assuran ce on the intern al control. 

However, during our  audit we became aware of m atters that are opportunities for strengthening 
internal control and operating efficiency. The m em oran dum  th at accom panies th is letter 
summ arizes our comments and recommendations regarding these matters. W e previously reported 
on th e Parish's internal control in a separately issued report entitled Independent Auditors" Report 

on Compliance and on lnternal Control Over Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of Financial 
Statements Performed in Accordance with Government AUditing Standards dated May 26, 2004. 

W e will review th e status of our findings and recom m endations during our  next audit engagem ent. 
W e have already di scussed our  recom m endations w ith the Administration and have in cluded their 
corrective action plan . W e w ill be pleased to discuss these recom m endations with you in further 
detail at your conveni ence, perform  any additional study of th ese m atters, or assist you in 

im plem enting our  recomm endations. 

Sincerely, 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO UN CIL 
O BSERVA TIO N S, RECO M M ENDATIO NS, A ND 

C O R RECTIVE A CTIO N PLA N 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

1. Prior Y ear R ecom m endation That H as N ot Y et Been Im plem ented 

Segregation of Accounting Duties 
As w e previously recom m ended, we observed that the Director of Finance has separated 
incom patible duties am ong his accounting personnel with in the Finance Departm ent in 
th e areas of bank reconciliations, cash disbursem ents, and the recording of accounting 
tran sactions. However, we noted that such incom patible duties for em ployees in th e Civil 
D efense and Fire D epartm ents have not been segregated. Therefore, there is an  internal 
control w eakness in th ese departm en ts. 

W e recomm end that th e Adm inistration im plem ent policies and procedures to segregate 
incom patible duties for em ployees in the Civil Defense and Fire Dep artm ents. 

W e will take the appropriate steps necessary to begin resolving th is continuing finding. The 

contact person is Jeffrey P. Clem ent, Director of Finan ce, (985) 652-9569. 

2. 2004 Budget Shortfalls 

The Parish is experiencing significant budget shortfalls in 2004, primarily in the General, 
Public W orks, U tilities System , and Sewerage Funds. In addition, there appear s to be a cash 
flow shortfall in the General Fund for 2004 of approxim ately $800,000. 

Recom m endation: 

W e recom m end that the Parish am end its 2004 budget for th ese an ticipated shortfalls. In 
addition, the Parish should im plement a hiring freeze an d review departm ental 2004 budgets 
an d elim inate non-critical m aintenan ce, overtim e, capital outlay, and professional services 
contracts until such tim e its budget shortfalls are corrected. 

The Parish should also consider interim financing against 2005 ad valorem  tax collections to 
assist with this 2004 cash flow shortfall. Such finan cing w ill require Bond Comm ission 
approval. 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO U NCIL 
O BSER V ATIO N S, RECO M M END ATIO N S, AND 

CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Corrective A ction Plan: 

The Parish Adm inistration is in the process of am ending its 2004 budget for these anticipated 
shortfalls and is consulting with its bond counsel about the option of interim finan cing to 
assist w ith the 2004 cash flow shortfall. The contact person is Jeffrey P. Clem ent, Director 

of Finance, (985) 652-9569. 

3. D eficiencies of R evenues O ver Expenditures/N et Loss 

Observation: 

For the year ended D ecember 31, 2003, 
funds: 

expenditures exceeded revenues for the following 

2003 Fun d Balance/ 
D eficiency N et Assets 

1990 Parishwide Sewerage Construction Phase II 
Crim inal Court 
D rainage Construction 
Econom ic D evelopm ent 
General Fund 
H ealth  Tax Unit 
LaPlace Fire D epartm ent 
M osquito Abatem ent 
Reserv e Fire D epartm ent 
Roads & Bridges (Public W orks) 
Sales Tax D istrict 
Sew erage 
U tilities 
W estbank Fire D epartm ent 

$ 963,240 
62,666 
223,220 
154,471 
229,583 
33,395 
30,488 
67,318 
56,749 
475,316 

2,237,683 
4,220,722 
1,587,968 

60,935 

$ 23~10 
(178,890) 
242,423 

1,962,265 
158,943 
356,068 
674,959 
277,686 
46,609 
256,974 

4,025,215 
53,913,590 
20,468,362 

132,660 

A majority of these funds also incurred deficiencies in 2002. If this trend continues, these 
funds m ay soon exhaust their fu nd balan ces/net assets. 

W e recomm end th at the Parish closely m onitor these funds and take action to identify new 
sources of revenues and/or decrease expenditures. 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO UN CIL 
O BSER VA TIO N S, REC O M M ENDA TIO N S, A ND 

CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

W e w ill m onitor spending throughout 2004 to ensure expenditures do not exceed revenues
. 

The contact person is Jeffrey P. Clem ent, Director of Finance
, (985) 652-9569. 

4. C ash M anagem ent 

Observation: 

At December 31, 2003, the Parish had over $25 million invested in various interest bearing 
checking accounts and only $105,000 in investments. 

W e recom m end that th e Finance Departm ent review the Parish's cash flow needs and consult 

with its fiscal agent about investing any excess cash in high er yielding securities such as 
m oney m arket accounts, certificates of deposit, U .S. Agency securities, an d/or LAM P. 

Corrective Action Plan  

W e will consult with our fiscal agent about establishing an investm ent portfolio. The contact 

person is Jeffrey P. Clement, Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569. 

5. Fixed Assets A ccounting 

Although  the Finan ce Department is manually tracking its fixed asset, the fixed asset 
computer softwar e is not currently being utilized. Instead, the Finance Departm ent is 
utilizing an  Excel spreadsheet to m aintain its fixed assets. During our testing of fixed as sets, 
we noted certain as sets that had been disposed of during th e year , but were still included on 
th e spreadsheet as of D ecem ber 31, 2003. . In addition, th e Finance Departm ent does not 
m aintain a separate accounting of its construction in progress. 

W e recomm end that the Finan ce Departm ent utilize its fixed as set softw ar e which w ould be 
m ore efficient and effective in tracking its fixed assets, as  well as  com puting depreciation 
expense. In addition, policies an d procedures should be im plem ented to ensure that additions 
an d deletions of assets ar e updated in the fixed asset system  in a tim ely m anner . The Finance 

Department should also track its construction in progress (approximating $ 3.8 million as of 
December 31, 2003) with its fixed asset software. 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PAR ISH  CO UN CIL 
O BSERVA TIO N S, RECO M M ENDA TIO N S, A ND 

CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Corrective A ction Plan 

W e will begin inputting all fixed assets of the Parish into the fixed asset software. W e will 
also establish procedures to ensure all additions an d deletions of as sets are updated tim ely, as 
w ell as the tracking of construction in progress. The contact person is Jeffrey P. Clem ent, 
Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569. 

6. Indirect Cost Allocation Plan 

Currently, adm inistrative fees of approxim ately $300,000 are transferred into the General 
Fund from  other funds. However, as noted in past audits, no indirect cost allocation plan  
exists to support these am ounts or to determ ine whether additional allocations ar e warran ted. 
In addition, salaries an d benefits of approximately $375,000 for certain finan ce personnel 
clas sified in the General Fund are being charged directly to other funds. 

W e recom m end that the Finance D epartm ent prepar e an  indirect cost allocation plan that 
will support the allocation of indirect costs, particularly in the General Fund, to other fu nds 
with  available resources. In addition, salaries an d benefits of th e Finan ce D epartm ent 
should rem ain within th e General Fun d an d be allocated accordingly in connection with the 
indirect cost allocation plan. 

Corrective A ction Plan  

The Finance Departm ent w ill consider preparing an  indirect cost allocation plan. The 

contact person is Jeffrey P. Clement, Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569. 

7. W ireless 911 Service 

In  1999, the Federal Comm unications Comm ission required that certain enhan cem ents be 
m ade to wireless 911 system s in conn ection with A ct 1029. Phase II im plem entation 
requires that wireless carders provide precise locations of cellular phones to 911 system s, 
generally wi thin 50-100 m eters. A fter requesting the Phas e II Service, a w ireless carder 
then has six m onths to provide th e service to 50% of the coverage area and to 100% within 
18 m onths. The Federal Com m unications Comm ission has  established a deadline of 
D ecem ber 31, 2005 for a nationw ide im plem entation of Phase IL 

The Parish has  entered into cooperative endeavor agreem ents with certain Com m ercial 
Mobile Radio Service (CMRS) service suppliers an d is in the process of finalizing 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PA RISH  CO UN CIL 
O BSERV ATIO N S, RECO M M ENDA TIO N S, AN D 

CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN (CONTINUED) 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

agreem ents with others. However, the Parish does not know how m any service suppliers are 
located in the Parish to ensure that agreem ents are entered into an d all service charges ar e 
being collected. 

W e recomm end that the Parish identify all CM RS service suppliers in the Parish an d ensure 
th at cooperative endeavor agr eem ents are established. Also, the Parish should take steps to 
ensure that Phase II im plem entation will be com pleted by the FCC deadline of December 
31, 2005. 

W e w ill consult w ith our D irector of Civil D efense regarding this m atter. The contact 

person is Paul Oncale, Director of Civil Defense, (985) 652-9569. 

8. Convention Center 

The Parish has began  the construction of a Convention Center scheduled for completion in 
2005. W hile generating economic activity, typically, convention centers operate in a deficit. 
As of D ecem ber 31, 2003, the Finan ce Departm ent has not yet perform ed any forecasts of 
revenues and expenditures for the operations of the Convention Center to determ ine funding 
needs. 

W e recom m end that the Finance D epartm ent prepare forecasts of an ticipated revenues an d 

expenditures for the operations of the Convention Cen ter. Any projected deficits should be 
addressed im m ediately in an ticipation for its completion in 2005. 

W e also recom m end that th e Parish complete Form  R-1020 "Designation of Construction 
Contractor as A gent of a Governm ental Entity", w hich design ates the contractor for the 
Convention Center as its agent for the purpose of m ak irig purchases on behalf of the Parish. 
The dealgn ation of agency is effective for purchases of com ponent construction m aterials, 
taxable services, and leases an d rentals of tan gible personal property for th e construction 

project. Such exclusions of state and local sales taxes of 8.75% to the design ated agent will 
provide a substan tial cost savings to the Parish. 
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Corrective A ction Plan 

The Finance D epartm ent will address the preparation of such forecasts and has obtained the 
inform ation regar ding a designated agent. The contact person is Jeffrey P. Clem ent, 

Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569. 

9. Post-Em ploym ent Benefits O ther Than Pensions 

In M ay 2004, the GASB issued Statement No. 43 "'Financial Reporting for Post- 
employment Benefit Plans Other Than Pension Plans". A related Statement, Accounting 
and Financial Reporting by Employers for Postemployment Benefits Other Than Pensions is 
expected to be issued as Statem ent N o. 45. These statem ents address how state an d local 
govern m ents should account for an d report their costs and obligations related to 
postem ploym ent benefits other than pensions referred to as other postem ploym ent benefits 

(OPEB). Examples of OPEB include, retiree health insuran ce, dental, vision, prescription 
benefits, an d life insuran ce. 

The Statem ents generally w ould require governm ents to: 
~ M eas ure the cost of benefits, and recogn ize OPEB expense on the accrual bas is of 

accounting in periods that approxim ate the em ployees' years of service; 
~ Provide inform ation about the actuarial accrued liabilities for prom ised benefits 

as sociated with past serv ices and whether or to what extent, those benefits have been 
funded; an d 

~ Provide inform ation useful in assessing potential dem an ds on the em ployer's futu re 
cash flows. 

The Parish w ill be required to com ply w ith the new accounting stan dards for the year ending 

D ecem ber 31, 2007. 

The Parish provides postretirem ent health care an d life insurance benefits to all retirees who 
reach the norm al retirem ent age while working for the Parish. Currently, th ere ar e 60 
retirees under the plan , which represents 20% of the group covered. Under the Parish's 
policy, an  em ployee only has to work 10 year s to be eligible for health care. Typically, in 
other governm ental entities, vesting is longer than  10 year s. The above-m entioned 
accounting statem ents w ill have a significant im pact on the Parish's financial statem ents an d 
potential dem ands of the Parish's future cas h flows. 
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Recom m endation: 

The Finance Departm ent should begin the process of im plem enting the applicable 
accounting pronouncem ent within the prescribed deadline. The Finance Departm ent should 
also review its current eligibility requirem ents for retiree health care. 

Corrective A ction Plan 

The Finance Departm ent will begin obtaining the necessar y inform ation needed to 
im plem ent the requirem ents of the applicable GASB Accounting Statem ent. The contact 
person is Jeffrey P. Clement, Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569. 

10. Check-W riting M achine 

The check-writing m achine for accounts payable an d payroll does not prevent duplicate 
check num bers from  being issued, nor does it prevent check num bers from  being issued out 
of sequence. Therefore, an  internal control w eakness exists w ith respect to un auth orized 
checks possibly being issued. 

W e recomm end th at eith er the m achine be reprogram m ed to identify duplicate checks or pre- 
num bered check stock be used to avoid duplication. In addition, we recomm end destroying 
any voided checks in a m anner that would better prevent the checks from being used, such as 
rem oving the routing num ber. 

The Finance D epartm ent w ill consider im plem enting our recom m endation. Th e contact 

person is Jeffrey P. Clement, Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569. 

11. Airport A uthority Fund 

Currently, tran sfers from  the Econom ic D evelopm ent Fund Sales Tax District assist the 
Airport Auth ority Fun d in breaking even. Operating losses in the Airp ort Authority Fund, 

excluding transfers from Economic Development, were $(64,987), $(72,616) an d $(81,739) 
for th e years 2001 th ough 2003, respectively. 
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Due to the apparent minim al usage of the airport and recurring operating losses, the Parish 
should consider selling or privatizing the airport. 

Corrective A ction Plan  

The Parish Adm inistration will consider our recomm endation. The contact person is Jeffrey 

P. Clement, Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569. 

12. Physical Inventory 

The Government Finance Offi cer Association (GFOA) recommends that local governments 
perform  a physical inventory of its tangible capital assets, either sim ultaneously or on a 
rotating basis, so that all of a governm ent's tan gible capital assets ar e physically accounted 
for at least once every five years. A physical inventory of the Parish's tan gible capital assets 
has not been taken since 2000. 

The Finan ce Departm ent should perform  a physical inventory in 2004 or 2005 as 
recomm ended by the GFOA. 

Corrective A ction Plan 

The Finance Departm ent w ill consider our recomm endation. The contact person is Jeffrey P 

Clement, Director of Finan ce, (985) 652-9569. 

13. Positive Pay 

Observation: 

Positive pay is becom ing a preferred m ethod of check fraud deterrence. Positive pay entails 
a daily reconcilem ent of an issuer's checks to checks presented for paym ent to the issuer's 
bank to identify potentially fraudulent checks. 

Under positive pay, an issuer prepares a formatted-checks issued data file (including check 
number, amount and date as well as other bank and account inform ation) an d transmits this 
data to its bank. Stop paym ents, voided checks an d m anual checks can  also be included in 
the form atted-checks issued file. Th e bank com pares checks received for paym ent against 
the record of issued checks. The bank identifies item s that do not m atch the issue amount 
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and check num ber. The bank m ay offer additional services to identify checks that exceed 
certain dollar amounts and "stale" (dated) checks. The bank presents the rejected items to the 
issuer for its consideration for paym ent. 

The Government Finan ce Officers Association (GFOA) recommends that governmental 
entities use positive pay as the prim ary cheek clearance process in banking services 
agreem ents. This service should be included as part of an overall program  of check fraud 
protection, including secure file transm ission. 

The GFOA further recom m ends that the issuer have specific know ledge of their exposure to 
loss with both their insuran ce carrier, if any, and their banking institution. The Parish's fiscal 
agent agreem ent w ill expire in August 2004. The Parish should consider these recom m ended 
practices when advertising for its new fiscal agent contract. 

Corrective A ction Plan 

The Finan ce Departm ent will consider these recomm ended practices when advertising for its 
new fiscal agent contract. The contact person is Jeffrey P. Clem ent, D irector of Finan ce, 

(985) 652-9569. 

14. W ater Sales 

Observ ation: 

The water rates were last adjusted by Council ordinan ce in M ay 1992, which allowed for an 
annual CPI inflationary increas e. However, the annual increase in expenditures in the W ater 
Departm ent far outw eighs this CPI increase. Even with the annual CPI index, th e Parish has 
been experiencing little or no increase in annual water revenues. A com parison of w ater 
produced to billed for 2003 resulted in an unbilled percentage of 30% . Such loss revenues, 
whether from  water loss or lost billings, is significan t. 

W e recomm end that th e source for declining w ater revenues be identified. The Parish has 

approximately 15,000 water meters of which the majority is old and may need to be replaced. 
In addition, a review of the adequacy of the current water rates should be perform ed. 

Corrective Action Plan 

The Parish Adm inistration will consider our recomm endation. The contact person is Jeffrey 

P. Clement, Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569. 
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15. Crim inal Justice Expenditures 

In 2003, total criminal justice expenditures incurred within the General Fund represent 32% 
of total General Fund revenues. However, little revenue is generated in the General Fund for 

criminal justice costs. 

Whereas criminal justice costs are mandated by the State an d are not under the control of the 
Parish, the Parish should attem pt to identify a source of ftmding to offset these costs. 

The Parish Administration will attempt to identify a funding source for criminal justice costs 
The contact person is Jeffrey P. Clement, Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569. 

16. O vertim e Pay 

Observation: 

During 2003, overtim e w ages for the U tilities and Sew erage D epartm ents represented 
approxim ately 27% and 21% , respectively, of total w ages. 

W e recom m end that the Utilities and Sewerage Departm ents review its overtim e policy an d 

make an y adjustments that would assist in controlling overtime hours worked. 

Effective January 19, 2004, a policy w as implem ented whereby all overtim e m ust be pre- 
approved by either the Departm ent Director, CAO, or Parish President. In addition, no 
em ployee will be allowed to work m ore than  10 hours of overtim e in an y given w eek unless 
pre-approved. Overtim e costs for the 1st quarter of 2004, as com pared to 2003, resulted in a 
reduction of 36%  or a savings of approxim ately $93,000. The contact person is Jeffrey P. 

Clement, Director of Finance, (985) 652-9569. 
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Segregation of Duties 

Budget Law 

Crim inal Court Fund 

Deficiencies of Revenues Over 
Expenditures 

Prohibited Transaction 

Im provem ents noted. However, corrective action is still in 
progress. See Observation 1 in the Observ ations, 
Recomm endations, and Corrective Action Plan. 

U nresolved. See com pliance finding in the audit report. 

Unr esolved. See Observations 2 in the Observ ations, 
Recom m endations, and Corrective Action Plan. 

Corrective action is in progress. See Observ ation 2 in the 
Observations, Recom m endations, an d Corrective Action 
Plan. 

Im provem ents noted. There are no current year 
recom m endations. 

GA SB Statem ent N o. 34 Im plem ented. 


