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CALCAS1EU PAI~dSII CLERK OF COURT 
LAKE CIIARLES, LOUISIANA 

N OTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

5 . CHAN GES IN GEN ERAL FIXED A SSETS 

Changes in general fixed assets are summarized as 
follows : 

Balance - ending 

6 ,. PEN SION PLAN 

EQUIPMENT 
1996 

$579,495 

127 ,429 

706 ,924 

Plan Descrip tion . Substantially all employees of the 
Ca]casieu ParSsh Clerk of court 's office are members{ of the 
Louisiana Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund System , a 
cost-sharing , multiple-employer defined pension plan 
adm inistered by a separate board of trustees . 

All regular employees who are under the age of 60 at the 
time of original employment and are not drawing retirement 
benefits from any other public retirement system in Louisiana 
are required to participate in the System . Employees who 
retire at or after age 55 with at least ]2 years of credited 
service are entitled to a retirement benefit , payable monthly 
for life , equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary 
for each year of credited service , not to exceed i00 per cent 
of their final-average salary . Final-average salary is the 
employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined 
months that produce the highest average . Employees who 
terminate with at least 22 years of service and do not 
withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after 
age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of 
termination . The System also provides death and disability 
benefits . Benefits are established and amended by state 
statute . 

16 - 
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Our consideration of thc internal contro l structure wou ld not 
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control 
structure that might be material weaknesses under standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants . A material weakness is a reportable :condition 
in which the design or operation of one or more of the 
internal control structure elements does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities 
in amounts that would be material in relation to the 
component unit financial statements being audited may occur 
and not be detected within a timely period by employees in 
the normal course of performing their assigned functions . 
We noted no matters involving the internal control structure 
and its operations that we consider to be material weaknesses 
as defined above . 

This report is intended for the information of the Clerk , 
management , and Legislative Auditor 's Office . However, this 
report is a matter of public record, and its distribution is 
no : limited . 

ba~5on Rouge , Louisiana 
December 17 , 1996 
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11~17 Brlcksome Ave, Su]le [ 
[~,JIon Rou(je, [oulsiono 70816 

{504) 292-204] 

,o,,~t~ m ~c~;~,l, !$El'ul~  ON TItE INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE 
IN ACCO RDAN CE W ITH G OVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of 
Calcasieu Parish Clerk of Court, Lake Charles, Louisiana , as 
of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our 
report thereon dated ]December 17 , 1996 . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepuc~d 
au.d]ting standards and Government Auditinq Standards~ iss~ued 
by" the Comptroller General of the United States . Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the component unit: 
financial statements are free of material misstatement . 

']'l~e management of the Ca]casieu Parish Clerk of Court 
Lake Charles, Louisiana , is responsible for establishing and 
maintaining an internal control structure . In fulfilling 

this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management 
are required to assess the expected benefits and related 
costs of internal control structure policies and procedures . 
Z'he objective of an internal control structure are to provide 
management with reasonable , but not absolute , assurance thau 
assets

, are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use o~- 
disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordanc<~ 
with management 's authorization and recorded properly to 
permit the preparation of component unit financial statements 
J n accordance w ith generally accepted accounting principles . 
Because of inherent limitations in any internal contro ] 
structure , errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur 

and not be detected. Also, projections of any eva]uation or 
the structure to future periods is subject to the risk t_ha'. 
procedures may become J.nadequate because of changes ~ 
conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and 
operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate . 

In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose 
financial statements of the Calcasieu Parish Clerk of Court 
for the year ended June 30, 1996, we obtained a1~ 
understanding of the internal control structure . With 
respect to the internal control structure , we obtained ai~ 
understanding of the design of relevant policies and 
procedures and whether they have been placed in operation , 
and we assessed control risk in order to determ ine our 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinioll 
on the general purpose financial statements and not to 
provide an opinion on the internal control structure . 
Accordingly , we do not express such an opinion . 

26 - 
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CALCAS1EU PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
LAKE CH ARLES, LOUISIANA 

SCIIE1)U LE OF CtlANGES IN UNSETTLEI) DEPOSITS 
FOR TIlE YEAR ENDED JUN E 30, 1996 

UNSETTLED DEPO S IT A T 

BEGINNING 9~ yEAR 

ADVAN CE 
DEPOS IT 

FUND 

REG ISTRY 
OF COURT 

FUND 
ADOPT ION 

FUND TOTAL 

~ ,553,384 ~]~ 544,474 ~ 2,078 ~3,097,936 

ADD IT ICN S 
Deposits : 

Suits & Successions 2 ,818 ,011 24 ,921 
Judgments 908 ,255 

2 ,842 ,932 
908 ,255 

Interest earnlllgs on 
investments 79,090 36 ,245 59 115,394 

DEDU CT ION S : 
Clerk 's co sts 
Settlements to 

litigants 
Sheriff 's fees 
Other reductions 

2 ,897 ,101 944 ,500 24 ,980 3 ,866 ,581 

1 ,391 ,951 

928 ,475 
357 ,206 
469 ,914 

Total Reductions 3 ,147 ,546 

UNSETTLED DEPOS ITS 
END O F YEAR 

777 ,267 

777 ,267 

9 ,300 

409 
456 

5 ,064 

15 ,229 

1 ,401 ,251 

1 ,706 ,151 
357 ,662 
474 ,978 

3 ,940 ,042 

AT 
$3.,300,939 $1,711,707 $11,829 $3,024,475 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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}~SSETS 
Cash and 

Equ ivalents 

CALCASIFU I*AR ISII CLERK OF COURT 
LAKE CIIARLES, LOUISIANA 

COM BINING BAI.ANCE SI1EEI' - ALI. AGENCY FUNDS 
FOR TIlE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 

ADVANCE 
DEPOSIT 

FUND 

REG ISTRY 
OF COURT 

FUND 
ADOPT ION 

FUND 

$ 888,891 $1,607,359 $11,829 $2,508,079 

Inve stm en ts , 
at co st 4].2 ,048 104 ,348 516 ,396 

Total A ssets 1 ,300 ,939 1 ,711 ,'107 11 ,829 3 ,024 ,475 

IDIABILITIES 
Unsettled 

deposits 

1 ,300 ,939 1 ,711 ,707 11 ,829 3 ,024 ,475 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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FIDU CIARY FUND S - AG ENCY FUNDS 

ADVAN CE DEPOSIT F[FAU3 

The Advance Deposit Fund as provided by Louisiana 
Rev ised Statute 13 :842 accounts for advance deposits on su its 
filed by litigants . The advances are refundable to the 
litigants after all costs have been paid . 

REG ISTRY OF COURT FUND 

The Registry of Court Fund , as provided by Louisiana 
Revised Statute 33 :475, accounts for funds that have been 
ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been 
rendered in court litigation , withdrawal of the funds can be 
made only upon order of the court . 
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CA1,CASIEU PAR1SIt CLERK OF COURT 
LAKE CI|ARLES. LO UISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FIND INGS 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR END ED JUNE 30 , 1996 

The Clerk has corrected the audit findings 
June 30, ].995 audit report . The Clerk has 
security deposits on all funds in excess of 

21 

reported 
obtained adequate 
$i00,000. 



 

CALCASIEU PARIStl CLERK OF COURT 
LAKE CItAI~,LES, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO TH E FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial 
report that includes financial statements and required 
supp lementary information for the System . That report may be 
obtained by writing to the Louisiana Clerks of Court 
Retirement and Relief Fund , i~745 Bricksome Avenue , Suite BI , 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (505)293-1162 . 

Funding Policy . Plan members are required by state statute 
to contribute 8 .25 percent of their annual covered salary and 
the Calcas5eu Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute 
at an actuarially determined rate . The current rate is 11 .50 
percent of annual covered payroll . Contributions to the 
system also include one-fourth of one percent of the taxes 
shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish . The 
contribution requirements of plan members and the Calcasieu 
Parish Clerk of Court are established and may be amended by 
state statue . As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
11 :103, the employer contributions are determined by 
acLuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based 
on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year . 
The Calcasieu Parish Clerk of Courts contribution to the 
system for the years ending June 30, 1996 and 1995, were 
$1'78,130 and $160,258, respectively, equal to the required 
comtributJons for each year . 

7 . POSTRETIREM ENT BENEFITS 

The Calcasieu Parish Clerk of Court prov ides certain 
continuing health care and life insurance benefits for 
retired employees . Substantially all of the clerk 's 
employees become eligible for these benefits if they reach 
normal retirement age while working for the clerk of court . 
These benefits fop retirees and similar benefits for active 
emp loyees are provided through an insurance company whose 
monthly premiums are paid jointly by the employee and the 
clerk of court . The clerk of court recognizes the cost of 
providing these benefits (the clerk 's portion) as an 
expenditure when the monthly premiums are paid . 

17 - 



L. O~llon klcRighl, CPA 
.Jeoneite R ,~~Right, CPA 

11817 Bricksome Ave., Suile [ 
[~lon Rouge, Louisiono 70816 

{504) 292--204t 

COM PLIANCE RI'~PORT BASED ON AN AUI)IT OF COM PONEN'I 
UN IT FINANCIAL ~STATEM lgNTS I~ERI,'O}{iXlI,~I) IN 

ACCORDANCE W lTII GO VERNM ENT AUDITING STANI)ARI)S 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements 
Calcasieu Parish Clerk of Court, Lake Charles, Loulsiana, 
of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued 
report thereon dated December 17, 1996 . 

We conducted our audit in a ccordance wJ.th ~qenerally accep 
auditing standards and Government Affditin% Standards~ J ss 
by the Comptroller General of the United States . Th 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the componep.t u 
financial statements are free of material misstatement . 

Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and 
applicable to the Calcasieu Parish Clerk of Court 
<har]es, Louisiana, is the responsibility of the C ie) 
management . As part of obtaining reasonable assurance ab .u' 
whet[er the component unit financial statements are 1;zee o; 
mate'rial misstatement, we performed tests of the Cler}:'s 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grants . However, our objective was not t< 
provide an opinion on overall compliance with such 
provisions . Accordingly , we do not express such an opinion . 

Ti~e results of our tesus disclosed no instances o 
noncompliance that 
Government Auditinq 

This report 
[4anagement , 
report is a 
not limited 

are required to be 
Standards . 

is intended for the information of the Cle:-k . 
and Legislative Auditor 's office . However , t::i. 
matter of public record , and its distribution :~ 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
December 17, 1996 
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3 . INV ESTM ENTS 

CALCASIEU I'AI~ISH CLERK OF CO URT 
LAKE CIIARLF~S, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO Till:, FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

At June 30, 1996, the clerk of court holds investments 
totaling $ 9]6,396 as follows: 

Carry ing 
Amount 

Market 
Valu e 

Certificate of Deposit ~9]:6 396 ff916,396 

$ 916,396 $ 916,396 

These investments are stated on the balance sheet at cost . 
The investraents are in the narae of the clerk and are held at 
the clerk 's office . Because the certificates of deposit are 
in the name of the clerk and are held by the clerk or the 
clerk 's agent , they are considered insured and registered 
Category i, in applying the credit risk of GASB Codification 
Section 150 .].64 . 

4 . RECE IVA BLES 

The receivables of $99,673 at June 30, 1996, are as 
follows : 

Class of Receivable 

Trade Receivable 

]5 

General 
Fund 

_~ 9 673 

$99,673 



CALCASIEU PARISII CI~EI~.K OF CO URT 
LAK E CHARLFS, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

2 . CA SH AND INV ESTM ENTS 

A t June 30 , 1996, the clerk of court has cash and c 
equivalents (book balances) totaling $4,389,474 as follows 

Petty Cash 

Interest--bearing demand deposits 

Money market accounts 

Time deposits 

Total 

'775 

3 ,472 ,303 

916 ,396 

$ 4,389,474 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uncollateralized (Category 31 under the provisions of GASB 
Statement 3 , Louisiana Revised Statue 39 :1229 imposes a 
statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and 
sell the pledged securities within I0 days of being notified 
by the clerk of court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay 
deposited funds upon demand . 

]4 - 



CAI,CAS1EU I'ARISII CLERK OF COUR'I 
LAK E CIIARLES, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO TI IE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

K . LONG -TERM OBLIGATIONS 

Long-term obligations expected to be financed from the 
General Fund are reported in the general long -term 
obligations account group . Expenditures for principal and 
interest payments for long-term obligations are recognized in 
the General Fund when due . At June 30, 1996, the clerk of 
court did not have any long-term obligations outstanding . 

L . FUND EQUITY 

R eserv es 

Reserves represent those 
appropriable for expenditures 
specific purpose . 

Designated Fund Balances 

portions of fund equity not 
or legally segregated for a 

Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for 
fu ture u se o f financia l resources . 

M . TOTAL COLUMIqS ON STATEMENTS 

Total columns on the statements are captioned Memorandum 
On]y to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate 
financial analysis . Data in these columns do not present 
financial position or results of operations in conformity 
with general]y accepted accounting principles . Neither is 
such data comparable to a consolidation . 

13 



CALCASIEU PARISII CLERK OF COURT 
LAKE CH ARLES, LOUISIANA 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXI~T]NDITURES, AND CItANGES IN FUND 
BAI,AN CE - GENERAl, FUND 

FOR TIlE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 

REVENUES 

L icenses and Permits 
Marriage Licenses 

Charge for Services : 
Recordings 
Cancellations 
Mortgage Certificates 
Copies 
Court Attendance 
Suits & Successions 
])rug Seizure 
Crim Snal Fees 
Election Fees 

O ther Revenue 
In terest 
Refunds 
In surance 

Total Revenue 

1996 

$ 57,333 

946 ,259 
6B ,326 
70 ,809 

239 ,024 
33 ,135 

1 ,397 ,417 
15 ,250 
79 ,265 
4 99~7 99 

2__ 8~  278 

14 7 ,257 
58 ,136 

172 

A0~5 56% 

3 ,159 ,176 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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~ 0olb~l ~cRiqhl, Cf'A 
',,mdle R. k!cRk]r,t CPA 

/]8}7 8dcksome/,,e., %~le [ 
8olon Rouge, touislono 70816 

(b04} 292 2041 

INDEPENI)I~]NT AUDITO R 'S l{}~P()l{'l 

L'e have audited the general purpose'~ financial statement~ 
ne Ca]casieu Parish Clerk of Court, Lake Charles

, Lou isi~ 
:{ component unit of the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury , a : 
2une 30, 1996 and for the year then ended . These gen( 
<~.urpose financial statements are the responsibility of 
l~]erk . Our responsibility is to express an opinion on tl 
5~nera~ purpose financial statements based on our audit . 

;19 conducted our aud5 t i n accordance wi th <3cne)Ta] iy itc<!<:: 
~uditing standards and government auditing standalds is~ t<: 
by the Comptroller Genera] of the United States . ']']. ~:-: 
:tai~dards require that we plan and perform the audit < 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general puny.).~ 
financial statements are free of material misstatement . A 
<~udit includes examinillg , on a test basis , evidenc~ 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the genera] purp:)s< 
J ]nancial statements . An audit also includes assessing <h, 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made ~:~ 
m ~nagement, as well as evaluating the overall genera] pur! _ 

]inaneial statement presentation . We believe that our a1!.iJL 
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion . 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial stauem~ ~I 
~eferred to above present fairly , in all material respec::s 
the financial position of the Calcasieu Parish Clerk o 
Court, Lake Charles, Louisiana, as of June 30, 1996, and L 
resu]ts of its operations for the year then ended i 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles 

Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an op]nJol, c 
the general purpose financial statements taken as a who~i : . 
The combining and individual fund financial statements ]i~ 
i .q the t able of contents are presented for purposes < 
additional analysis and are not a required part of <h 
general purpose financial statements of Ca]casieu Par:is 

~.e,%efs ol Mlellcon Inslible of Ce~lifie4 Public AccourbLonls ond Sock{y of toui~io~o CeI[[(ied Pudic/<co,Jl,[(mts 



Clerk of Court , Lake Charles , Louisiana . Such information 
has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the 
audit of the general purpose financial statements and , in our 
opinion , is fairly presented in all material respects in 
relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as 
a whole . 

In accordance with Government 
also issued a report dated 

Auditing_  

December 
consideration of the Calcasieu 
interna] control structure and a 
].996, on its compliance with laws 

B aton Rouge , Lou ~.siana 
December ]7, 1996 

2 

Parish 

Standards , we have 
17 , 1.996 , on ou r 
Clerk of Court 's 

report dated December 17 
and regulations . 



CALCASIEU PARISII CLERK O1" COURT 
LAK E CIIARLES, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO TIlE IqNANCIAL STATEM I~NTS 

ii , CHAN GES IN GENERAL LONG -TERM OBLIGAT ION S 

The following is a summary of the long-term obligation 
transactions during the year : 

Long -term obligations 
at June 30 , ]996 

12 ,. EXCESS FUND BALAN CE 

Compensated 
Absence~  

$84,911 

Lou isiana Rev ised Statute 3.3 :785 requires that every 
four years (at the close of the term of office) the clerk of 
court must pay the parish treasurer the portion of the 
General Fund 's fund balance that exceeds one-half of the 
revenues of the clerk 's last year of his term of office

. A t 
Ju;~e 30, 1996, there was no amount due the parish treasurer 
as this was not the last year of the clerk 's four -year term 
of office, and no determination of the amount that will be 
due , if any , can be made at this time

. 

13 ., RELATED -PARTY TRAN SA CTIONS 

There were no related-party transactions for the year 
ended June 30, 1996 . 

14 .. LITIGAT ION AND CLA IM S 

At June 30, ]996, the Calcasieu Parish Clerk o f Court is 
not: involved in litigation and is not aware of any claims 
against the clerk . 

15 ., EXPEND ITURES OF THE CLERK OF COURT NOT IN CLUD ED IN THE 
FINAN CIA L STATEM ENTS 

The Calcasieu Par]sh Police Jury provided the office 
space and utilities for the Clerk of Court for the year ended 
Jun e 30 , 3.996 . Expenditures for these items are not 
reflected in the accompanying financial statements . 

19 



A ccount 

General 
_Fixed A ssets 

~'_06._ 924 

$706,924 

706 ,924 

706 ,924 

$706, 924 

General 
L~ _~ Debt 

84 ,9]]. 

84 ,911 

84 ,911 

84 ,911 

84 ,91] 

4 

Total 
M~ Qr~a3ldum Onl~

. 

1996 

$3,473,078 
916 ,396 
99 ,673 
84 ,911 

706 ,924 

$5,280,982 

$ 25,862 
3 ,024 ,475 

84 ,911 

$3,135,248 

706 ,924 
1 ,438 ,810 

2 ,145 ,734 

$5,280,982 



CAIA'AS1F.U PARISII CLERK OF COURT 
LAK F CIIARLES, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Under state law , the clerk of court may invest in United 
States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates . These are 
classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 
90 days; however if the original maturities are 90 days or 
]ess , they are classified as cash equiva].ents . 

H . INV ENTORY 

Inventories are considered immaterial and are recorded 
at cost and recognized as an expenditure when purchased . 

I . FIXED A SSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time 
purchased, and the related assets are capitalized {reported) 
Jn the general fixed assets account group . General Fixed 
assets provided by the police jury are not recorded within 
the general fixed assets account group . No depreciation has 
been provided on general fixed assets . All fixed assets are 
valued at h istorical cost . 

J . COM PEN SATED ABSENCES 

All full-time employees of the clerk of court 's office 
earn vacation leave at a rate of 2 to 5 weeks each year, 
depending upon their length of service . Vacation leave must 
be used in the year earned . Sick leave is earned at a rate 
of one to one and one-half days per month , depending upon 
their length of service . Sick leave may be accumulated, and 
emp loyees are paid for up to 30 days of sick leave upon 
retirement . 

The cost of leave privileges , computed in accordance 
with GASB Codification Section C60, is recognized as a 
current year expenditure in the General Fund when the leave 
Js actually taken . The cost of leave privileges not 
requiring current resources Js recorded in the general 
long -term debt account group . 

12 



CALCASIEU I'AR1SH CI~ERK OF CO URT 
LAK E CIIARLES, LOUISIANA 

STATF, M FNT OF REVEN UES, EXPENDITURES, AND CItANGE IN FUND 
BAI,ANCE - GENERAl, FUND (Continued) 

FOR TIlE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 

EX PEND ITURES 
Current Operat Jng 
General : 

Sa]aries 
Clerk 

Payrol] Taxes 
Insurance Benefits 
Retirement Benefits 
Unemployment: Benefits 
Supplies 

Offiee 
Au to 

Dues & Subscriptions 
Insurance Other 

Equ ipment Repa irs & M aint 
U CC Fees 

Marriage License 
Sem inars 
Fee Refunds 
Capital Outlay 
A ll Other 

Total expenditures 
Excess of revenues over 

exp enditures 

Fund balance at beginning of year 
Fund balance at end of year 

1996 

64 ,285 
] ,589 ,609 

34 ,017 
250 ,986 
178 ,130 

502 

68 ,283 
5 ,452 

24 ,229 
43 ,229 
39 ,275 
33 ,697 
80 ,271 

126 ,063 
54 ,275 
27 ,273 
6 ,297 

187 
32 ,889 
2 ,719 

27 ,268 
127 ,429 

6 ,097 

$2,792~ 332 

366 ,844 

073__ 966 

$1,438,810 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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INTRODUCT ION 

CALCASIFU PARISII CLERK OF COURT 
I,AK E CIIARLES, LOUISIANA 

N OTES TO TI 1 E FI NANCIAL STATEM  ENTS 

As provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Louisiana 
Constitution of 1974, the Clerk of Court serves as the 
ex-offieio notary public ; the recorder of conveyances , 
mortgages, and other acts; and shall have other duties and 
powers provided by law . The Clerk of Court is elected for a 
term of four years . 

1 . Summar~  of Si~nlfieant Aeeountinq Policies 

A . BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of 
the Caleasieu Parish Clerk of Court have been prepared in 
conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles 
(GAAP)) as applied to governmental units . The Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
standard-setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles . 

B . REPORTING ENTITY 

A S the governing authority of the parish , for reporting 
purposes , the Ca]casieu parish Police Jury is the financial 
reporting entity for Calcasieu parish . The financial 
reporting entity consists of (a] the primary government 
(police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary 
government Js financially accountab].e, and (c) other 
organizations for which nature and significance of their 
relationship with the primary government are such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity 's financial 
statements to be misleading or incomplete . 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement: No . 14 
established criteria for determining which component units 
should be considered part of the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury 
for financial reporting purposes . The basic criterion for 
including a potential component unit within the reporting 
en tity is financial accountability . The GASB has set forth 
criteria to be considered in determining financial 
accountability . This criteria includes : 

1 Appointing a voting majority of an 
organization 's governing body , and 
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CALCASIEU PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
I,AK E CIIARI.ES, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO TIlE IqNANCIAL STATFM ENTS 

The ability of the police jury to impose its 
will on that organization and/or 

The potential for the organizatJon to provide 
specific financial benefits to or impose 
specific financial burdens on the police 
jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not 
appoint a voting i~ajorjty but are fiscally 
dependent on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity 
financial statements would be misleading if data 
of the organization is not included because of 
the nature of or significance of the 
relationship . 

Because the police jury 's financial, statements would be 
mis]eading if data of the Clerk of Court is not included 
because of the nature or significance of the relationship , 
the clerk of court was determined to be a component unit of 
the Calcasieu parish Police Jury , the financial reporting 
e:ntity . The accompanying financial statements present 
information only on the funds maintained by the clerk of 

court and do not: present information on the police jury, the 
general government services provided by that governmental 
unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the 
financial reporting entity . 

C . FUND A CCOUN TIN G 

The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to 
report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations . Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal 
compliance and to aid financial management by segregating 
transactions relating to certain government functions or 
activities . 

9 -- 



CALCASIEU I'ARISI[ CI,ERK OF COURT 
LAKE CIIARI,I~S, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a 
self-balancing set of accounts . On the other hand

, a n  

account group is a financial reporting device designed to 
provide accountability for certain assets and liability that 
are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly 
affect net expendable available financial resources . 

Funds of the clerk of court are classified 
categories : governmental (General Fund) and 
(agency funds). These funds 

Gen eral Fund 

into two 
fiduciary 

are described as follows 

The General Fund , as provided by Louisiana Revised 
Statute IB :78], is the principal fund of the clerk 
of court and accounts for [:he operations of the 
clerk 's office . The various fees and charges due to 
the clerk 's office are accounted for in this fund . 

General operating expenditures are paid from this 
fund . 

Ag en cy Fun ds 

The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Agency 
Funds account for assets held as an agent for 
others. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets 
equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement 
of results of operations . 

D . BA SIS OF ACCOUN TIN G 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and 
expenditures are recognized ]n the accounts and reported in 
the financial statements . Basis of accounting relates to the 
tim ing of the measurements made , regardless of the 
measurement focus applied . The governmental funds are 
accounted for using a flow of current financial resources 
measurement focus . The accompanying component unit financial 
statements have been prepared on the GAAP basis of 
accounting . The governmental funds use the following 
practices in recording revenues and expenditures : 
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CALCASIEU PARISll CLERK OF COURT 
LAKE CIIARI,ES, 1,OUISIANA 

NOTES TO TH E FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

R ev enu es 

Revenues are recorded in the period in which they 
are earned . 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are recorded in the period in which the 
goods or se[vices are received . 

E . BUDGET PRA CT ICES 

The proposed budget for the year ending June 30 , 1996 was 
made available for public inspection at the clerk 's office on 
June ]0, ]995. The proposed budget, prepared on the GAAP 
basis of accounting, was published in the official journal ].5 
days before the public hearing . The budget hearing was held 
at the clerk 's office on June 29, 1995 . The budget is 
legally adopted and amended , as necessary , by the clerk . Each 
year , when the next years budget is prepared the current 
budget J s amended and pub lished along with the proposed 
budget for the next year . All appropriations ]apse at year 
end . 

F . EN CUM BRAN CES 

The clerk of court does not use encumbrance accounting 

G . CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
AND INV ESTM ENTS 

Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, 
interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts . 
Cash equivalents include amount~; in time deposits and those 
investments with original maturities of 90 days or less . 

Under state law , the clerk of court may deposit funds in 
demand deposits, interest -bearing demand deposits , money 
market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized 
under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal 
offices in Louisiana . 



CASIEU I'ARISH CLERK OF COURT 
1,AKE CIIARI,ES, LOUISIANA 

ET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUN'I 
JUNE 30. 1996 

A S ~ ! S 

Governmental 
Fund Type 

General 
Fund 

$ 964,999 
(Note 4) 400,000 

(Note 3) 99,673 

$1,464,672 

Fiduciary 
Fund Z~  

A gency 
Funds 

$2,508,079 
516 ,396 

$3,024,475 

_% ~l s A _N D F U m D E ~ U I T _Y 

Total Liab ilities 

$ 25,862 
6) 

in Genera]. Fixed 

$ 
$3,024,475 

2 5d_ 862 3 ,024 ,475 

Fund Balance : 
Unreserved - Undesignated AI,438~_810 

1 ,438 ,810 

Total Liabilities and Fund 
Equity $1,464,672 $3,024,475 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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