
FIFT EENTH JUDICIAL DISTR ICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

A N NUA L SW ORN F INA NC IAL STAT EM ENT S A S O F 
AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1996 

W ITH A PPROPR IAT E SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORMAT ION 

AFFIDAV IT 

Personally came and appeared before the undersigned 

authority , Judge Ronald Cox who , duly sworn , deposes 

and says that the financial statements herew ith given present 

fairly the financial position of the Fifteenth Judicial 

District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of June 30, 1996 and 

the results of operations for the year then ended , in 

accordance with the basis of accounting described within the 

accompanying 'financial statements . 

S ignature 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this ~_Q day of December, 
1996 . 

O fficer : Judge Ronald Cox 

Address : 800 S . Buchanan Street 
Lafayette , LA . 70502 

Plhone: (318) 269-5729 



S 



BALAN C.E - beginning 

Fifteenth Judicial D istric! Cour 

Excess of Revenues O ver Expenditures 

BALAN CE - ending 

Tile accompanying holes are an inlegral part of !his slalernent 
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Slalem ent C 

$1,721,051 

140,068 

$1,861,119 



 

Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court 

Judicial Expense Fund 
G overum enlal Fund - General Fun 

STA TEM ENT O F SU PPO RT , REV EN U ES. A N D EX PEN SES 

For lhe Year Ended June 30 1996 

REVEN UES 
A cadia Parish 

Lafayelle l'arish 

Verm ilion Parish 
Interest incom e 

Bond forfeitures 

Adm inistrative fees - Child Support Fund 

Total revenues 

EX PEN D ITURES 

Accouuting 

Ad hoc judges expenses (including court reporler) 
Court D elay Reduction program 

D ues and subscriplions 

Fax line charges and supplies 

Fam ily T ree G rant - C hild Support Fund 

Fees, com pensation supplem enls, & salary reim bursements 
Bookkeeper 

Court reporters 
Secretarial 
Child Support Fund - secrelary and hearing officer 

Furniture and eqtfipm eut capilal oullay 

Insurance - General 

Insurance - G roup 
Judges' m eetings 
Library expense and W esllaw /Veralcx 

M iscellaneous 

O ffice expenses, services and sm all purchases 

Parking fees 

Postage 
Security/alarm expense 

Software and training 

Telephone 
Travel and sem inars 

Total expendilures 
Excess of Revenues Over Expenditures 

$30,645 
115,627 

24,676 
79,433 

61,208 
287,453 

$7,095 
48,084 

14,667 
5,389 
3,532 

10.000 

10,786 

6,301 
37,113 
106,815 
33,249 
9,604 

32,539 
3,261 
9,639 

8,048 

26,672 
8,880 

4,543 

7,357 
2,272 

17,551 
45,577 

The accompanying holes are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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Statement B 

$599,042 

458,974 

$140,068 



 

R O BID EA U X &  H A RR IS 

A PROFESSION AL ACCO UNTING CO RPO RATION 

515 SOUTit COLLEG E, SUITE 120 

LAFAYE'I'I'E, LO U ISIAN A 70503 

(318) 235-2002 

Independent Auditor's Report on the Financial Statements 

Tile H onorable D on Aaron 

Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court 

Judicial Expense Fund 

Crow ley, Louisiana 

W e have audited tile accom panying general pt,'posc financial slalcm cnls of Ihc Fifteenth Judicial 

District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of Jtme 30, 1996, and for lhc year Ihcn ended as listed in Ihc 
foregoing table of conlents. These financial statemenls arc Ihe responsibility of tile organization's 
managem ent. O ur responsibilly is to express an opinion on lhese financial sla|em enls based on our 

audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ilh generally accepted audiling standards. Those standards 
require Ileal we t;,lall aud perform the audil to obtain reasonable assurance about whether tl~e financial 

slatem ents are free of m alerial m isslalement. A n audit includes exam ining, on a ICSl basis, evidence 
supporting the am ounts and disclosures in lhe financial statem ents. A n audil also includes assessing 

the accounting principles used and significanl eslimalcs m a(Ic by m anagem enl, as well as evaluali~lg 
file overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audil provides a reasonable basis for 
our opinion. 

In our opinion, lhe financial statem ents referred Io above present fairly
, in all m aterial respects, lhe 

financial posilion of the l~jfteenlh Judicial District Courl Judicial l~xpense Fund as of June 30, 1996, 
and tile results of its operations and lhe changes in fire d balance for Ihe year Ihen ended in conform ily 
w ilh genc:rally accepted acconnling principles. 

Certified Public Accounlauls 

D ecernber 20, 1996 



Fifleenlh Judicial D islricl Cour 
Judicial Exnense Fund 

N OTES TO FINAN CIA L STATEM ENTS 

N OTE A - INTROD UCTION A N D SUM M A RY O17 SIG N IFICANT ACCO U NTING PO LICIES 

Introduction 

The Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Courl Judicial Expense Fund was created by ACT NO . 108 
effective July 11, 1982 w ith the follow ing specific provisions: 

(1) M on.ies earmarked for the Fund arc collected by the parishes of Acadia 
Lafayette, and Verm ilion and subm ilted to lhe Fund on a m onlhly basis. 

(2) The judges may fix and pay from thc Fund, cach of Ihcir court reporlers salary 

(3) The judges may appoint and pay from the Fund such secretarial, clerical, research 
administrative or other personnel as they deem necessary to expedite the 
business and function of the court. 

(4) The judges may pay all or part of the cosl of a law library for Ihe court from 
m oney in the fund. 

(5) The judges may utilize money from the Ftmd, to buy and/or maintain any type of equipment, 
supplies, or other ilem s consistent w ith or germ ane to the efficient operation of the 

courl. 

(6) I'rohibiled any salary being paid to the Judges out of Ihe Fund 

SUM M A RY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A : Basis of Presentation: 

The accom panying financial statem ents have been prepared in conform ity wilh gencrally accepted 

accounting principles as applied to governmental unils. The G overnm enlal Accounting Slandards 

Board is the accepted standard--selling body for eslablishing governmcntal accounting and 
reporting principles for slate and local govcrnm cnls and Ihcir agencies. 



Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court 

Judicial Expense Fund 

General Purpose Financial Statem ents 

and Independenl Audilor's Reporl 

As of and For lhe Year Ended June 30. 1996 

Independent Auditor's Report on 
the Financial Statem ents 

General Purpose Financial Sta (em enls 

Balance Sheet, June 30, 1996 - 
A ll Fund Types and A ccount G roups 

Statem ent of Revenue and Expenditures 

Statem ent of Changes in Fund Balance 

C O N T E N T S 

N O TES ']70 T H E FIN A N C IA L ST A T EM EN T S 

O ther Reports Required by G overnm ent 

A uditing Standards: 

Report on Internal Control Slruclure Based Solely on 

A udit of the G eneral Purpose Financial S(alemenls 

Report on Compliance W ilh Law s and Regulations 

Statem ent Page N umber 

Exhibit 
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Note G to the financial statements describes the accounting 
pronouncement requiring combination of the Judicial Expense Fund 
with the Child Support Fund for the 15th Judicial District . This is 
just a presentation requirement and does not imply that the two 
state agencies are not separate . Attached is a schedule of revenues 
and expenses show ing the two agencies in separate columns . The 
Child Support Fund is mandated to charge an administrative fee in 
its collection activity . We understand this fee is being reduced in 
1997 by the agency and should be periodically reviewed and adjusted 
as the costs of the system are determined . 

One of the agency 's certificates of deposit had a maturity date in 
excess of 12 months from purchase . State regulations require the 
investments be short-term . The Child Support Fund has a CD at 
Premier/Bank One. State regulations require the funds be kept at 
banks with their principal office in Louisiana which may not 
include Bank One , based out of Columbus , Ohio . Upon maturity , this 
investment should be moved . Just a reminder , the operating cash 
accounts of the Judicial Expense Fund and the Child Support Fund 
should be closely monitored to insure the funds on hand are not in 
excess of the federal deposit insurance and/or pledged securities. 

The: bond forfeiture funds received in June , 1995 by the Judicial 
Expense Fund is $23,054 which were determined as owed to parish 
government by d iscussion w ith Judge Cox . 

Attached is additional analysis of revenues and expenditures from 
the: fiscal years of 1995 versus 1996 and other schedules showing 
expenditures by respective divisions . The attached schedules do not 
account for expenditures from other funds such as state or parish 
allowances . Please review the information presented but keep in 
mind that it is not within the our scope to audit the allocation of 
costs by division and some errors may exist . In prior 
noted inconsistencies in purchases such as in 1995 
computers purchased ranged in individual cost from $4,000 
$7,000. We suggested the judges discuss some checks and 
to control consistency in purchase decisions . 

years we 
notebook 
to over 

ba lances 



 

RO IH DEA UX & IIARRIS, CPA 's 
A PRO FESSIO NAL ACCO UNTING CO RI'O RATIO N 

515 SO UTll CO LLEG E, SUITE 120 
LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 7{)5{)3 

(318) 235-2002 

Decem ber 20 , 1996 

The Honorab le Don A aron 
Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund 
P . O . BOX 1980 
Crowley , Louisiana 70527 

Dear Judge Aaron 

M anaqem ent Letter 

c.- ! 

~.o c'~ 

In connection w ith the conclusion of our audit of the Judicial 
Expense Fund for the year ended June 30 , 1996 , we take th is 
opportunity to communicate in writing points that may have been 
verbally noted earlier . Our audit report itself, the attached 
letters and footnotes communicated any reportable conditions that 
came to our attention in the review of internal control and other 
audit procedures . 

Each judge and their staff should be advised of sales tax 
exemptions , equipment tagging & documentation requirements, 
equ ipment d isposit ion restrict ions , and purchasing bid 
requirements. Purchases over $5,000, while not requiring written 
bids , shou ld be supported with documented evidence of at least two 
phone bids . Detailed records of the agencies equipment costing over 
$250 should be permanently retained and backup copy of all computer 
information maintained off-site . The fund purchased additional 
insurance coverage for property maintained offsite and each judge 
must understan~ the existence of personal liability for loss of 
state property in their home or vehicle . Further, please remind 
each judge that personal use of such property should be documented 
and the Judicial Expense Fund reimbursed . 

Years ago, we were informed that a 1982 Attorney General's opinion 
exempted Judicial Expense Funds from the Local Government Budget 
Act . This is not the current thought at the legislative auditor 's 
office nor is The Child Support Fund exempt , as its expenditures 
are exceeding $50,000 annually. Formal adoption of a budget anO 
subsequent amendments are required if changes occur during the year 
which will be a 5% or greater increase in expense from 'the original 
budget amount . You should satisfy yourself if there is need for 
open hearings required by state agencies with expected expenditures 
in excess of $250,000. 



and procedures and that the audit could be conducted more effectively by 
assessing control risk at a very high level (maximum) and expanding our 
substantive tests . 

In accordance with the standards mentioned 
state law , w e are requ ired to communicate 
our report, any reportable conditions and/or 

previously and 
to m anagem ent , 

prov isions of 
and include in 

materia l weaknesses 

Reportable conditions are matters that come to our attention that , in our 
judgement, could adversely affect the expense fund's ability to (I) 
record , process , summarize , and report financial data consistent with the 
assertions of management in the financial statements or (2) comply with 
laws and regulations that could have a material impact on the financial 
statements . In addition to the inefficiency leading to our assessment of 
control risk at the maximum , described in the preceding paragraph , we 
noted other matters involving the internal control structure and its 
operation that we consider to be reportable conditions : 

Deficiencies in budgeting and definition of handling other agencies' 
funds . The handling of bond forfieture funds have been handled 
inconsistently during the past two years and inadequate direction 
exists to easily verify the accounting of these funds . The fund 
should enhance communication with other agencies, and work to improve 
its budget procedures . 

A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or 
operation of the specific internal control structure elements does not 
reduce, to a relatively low level, the risk that errors or irregularities, 
in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements 
being audited , m ay occur and not be detected w ith in a timely period by 
personnel within a timely period in the normal course of performing their 
assigned duties . 

Consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily 
disclose all matters that m ight be reportable conditions and , accordingly , 
would ]lot necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also 
considered to be material weaknesses . Because of the inherent limitations 
in any internal control structure, errors and irregularities may, 
nevertheless, occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any 
evaluation of control structure to future periods is subject to the risk 
that procedures may become inadequate due to changes in conditions or that 
the degree of compliance w ith the procedures may deteriorate . We noted no 
matters involving the internal control structure and its operations that 
we consider to be material weaknesses as defined previously . Comments on 
internal control structure are for the information and use of the 
Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund . State law 
requires this repQrt to be a public document, and is distributed to the 
appropriate public officials. 

tants 



ifleenth Judicial D islrict Courl 

Judicial ExPense Fund 

All Fund Tvoes and Accounl G ro 
BALAN CE SH EET 

June 30, 1996 

Cash in bank - operaling accounts 

Passbook savings aecount-FN B-Crowlcy 

Certificales of deposit 

Accounts receivable 

Accrued interest 
Prepaid item s 

Furniture and equipm enl 
Total A ssets 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts payable 

A ccount 

G overnmenlal G roup - 

Fund - General 

G eneral Fund Fixed A ssets 

A SSETS 

$367,445 
213 

1,538,000 
9,518 

6,428 

38,590 

$1,960,194 

LIABILITIIK~; AN D FU N I) EO U1TY 

FUND EQUITY: 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 

Fund balance - unreserved - undesignated 
Tolal Liabilities & Fund Equity 

$99,075 

1,861,119 

$1,960,194 

471,209 

$471,209 

471,209 

$471,209 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of lhis statem ent. 
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SlalcmeBl A 

(mel~O 
only) 
Totals 

$367,445 
213 

| ,538,000 

9,518 

6,428 
38,590 

471.209 
$2,431,403 

$99,075 

471,209 

1,861,119 

$2,431,403 



 

ROBIDEAU X &  H ARRIS 
A PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING CORPORATION 

515 SOUTH CO LLEG E, SU ITE 120 

LA FAY E'I-I'E, LO U ISIAN A 70503 

(318) 235-2002 

In dependent Auditor 's Report on Compliance With Laws and 
Regulations Material to the General Purpose Financial Statements 

The Honorable Don Aaron 
Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund 

Exhibit B 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the 
Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of June 30, 
1996 and for the year then ended and have issued our report thereon 
dated December 20 , 1996 . We conducted our audit in accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing 
Standards , issued by the Comptroller General of the United States . 
Those standards require that we p]~ll] and pel~foFnl tile audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free 
of material misstatement . 

Compliance w ith laws and regulations applicable to the Judicial 
Expense Fund is the responsibility of the district judges and 
management . As a part of obta ining reasonable assurance about whether 
the financial statements are free of material m isstatement

, w e 
assessed the risk that noncompliance w ith certain provisions of laws 
and regulations could cause the financial statements to be materially 
misstated . We concluded that the risk of such material misstatement 
was sufficiently low that it was not necessary to perform tests of the 
judicial expense fund's compliance with such provisions of laws and 
regulat ions . 

However, in connection with our audit , nothing came to our attention 
that caused us to believe that the Fifteenth Judicial District Court 
Judicial Expense Fund had not complied, in all material respects

, with 
the laws and regulations referred to in the second paragraph . A 
material instance of noncomp liance would be the failure to follow 
requirements, or violations of prohibitions

, contained in laws or 
regulations that cause us to conclude that the aggregation of 
misstatements resulting from those failures is material to .the general 
purpose financial statements . 

We noted certain immaterial instances of noncompliance that we have 
reported to the judges of the Fifteenth Judicial District Court 
Judicial Expense Fund in a separate letter dated December 31

, 1996 . 



Fiflecnlh Judicial D istrict Cour 
Judicial Exuense Fund 

N OTES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POIdCIES (continued) 
B: Fund Accounting: 

The fund uses accounts organized on Ihc basis of a fund (General Fund) and an aceotmt group 
(fixed assets), each of which is a separate accounting enlily. Fund accounting is designed to 
dcm onstrale legal compliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating 

Io cerlain govern m ent funclions or aelivilies. Resources are accounled for in individual funds or 
account groups based on the purposes for w hich they arc to be spent. The Judical Expense Fund's 

general fund is the general operating fund and accounts for all financial activities and resources of 
the fund. O n the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide 

aecounlabilily for cerlain assets and liabilities that arc not olherw ise reported because lhey do not 
direclly affect net expendable financial resources. The fund's furnilure and equipment appear in 
the Fixed A sset group. The assets are valued at historical cost. N o depreciation has been provided. 

The aecounl group is not a fund, il is only a m casuremenl of financial posilion and does nol 
involve m easurem ent of results of operalions. 

C : Reporting Entity: 
For financial reporting purposes, the fund includes all ftmds, account groul~S, activities, etc. Ihat are 

controlled by lhe Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court Judicial Expense Fund. The fund is considered a 
separate governm ental reporting entity. A lso included is Ihe C hild Support Fund described 

in aole G below . 

D : Basis of Accounting and M easurem ent Focus: 

The financial and accounling reporting Irealm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by ils 
m easurem ent focus. M easurem ent focus refers to w hat is being m easured. Basis of accounting 

refers lo at w hat poinl in lim e lhe revenues and expendilures are recognized in Ihe accounts and the 
financial statem ents. The general fund is accounted for using a eu~Trenl financial measurem ent focus 

lha( only includes current assets and current liabilities on lhe balance sheel. Operaling statements 
present the net increases and decreases in net current assets. The accrual basis is used by the 
general fund. 

Revenues: 

Court fces, the slate m onlhly payment, bond forfeilures, and Child Support Adm inislrative fees 
art: recorded in the m onlh earned, regardless of w hen collected. 

Interest is recorded w hen earned, regardless of when Ihe related lime deposit m atures. 

Expenditures: 

Expenditures are recognized as the related fund liability or paym ent obligalion is 

inc:urred, regardless of w hen paym ent to the vendor is made. 

E: Budgct Practices: 
The fund did adopt a cash basis budgcl for lhe year ended June 30, 1996. II is different in form when 
com pared to the fund's financial statem enl presenlation and accotm l groupings so com paralivc 

informalion is not presenfed in Ibis reporl. 



 

ROB1DEA UX & }IA RRIS 

A PROFESSION AL ACCO UNTING CO RI'O I~.A'IqO N 
515 SO L1TH CO LLI~G I~, SU IT F. 120 

I.AFAY E'IT"E, LO U ISIAN A 70503 

Independent Auditor's 
on An Audit of 

(.318) 235-2002 

Report on Internal Control Structure Based Solely 
the General Purp ose F inancial Statem ents 

Exhibit A 
The Honorab le Don Aaron 
Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Fifteenth 
Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of June 30, 1996 and for 
the year then ended , and have issued our report thereon dated December 20, 
1996. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards , issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we 
plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether 
the financial statements are free of material misstatement . 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the 
Fifteentlh Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the 
year ended June 30, 1996, we considered its internal control structure in 
order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing 
our op in ion on the financia l statements and not to prov ide assurance on 
the internal controls them selves or the internal control structure . 

Internal control structure consists of the control environment , accounting 
system , and control procedures used by the management of the commission. 
Establishment of the internal control structure is the responsibility of 
management of the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund . 
It is used to provide reasonable, but not absolute, ability to record, 
process, summarize and report financial data Consistent with the 
assertions embodied in the accompanying financial statements ; to safeguard 
public assets against unauthorized use or disposition ; to comply with laws 
and regulations ; and to provide reasonable assurance that transactions are 
executed in accordance w ith the comm issioners ' authorization and properly 
recorded. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgements by 
management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs 
of internal control structure policies and procedures . 

For the purpose of this report , we have classified the significant 
internal control structure policies and procedures into the following 
categories : Revenue and receipts 

Purchases and disbursements 
Property and equipment (fixed assets) 

For all of the internal control structure categories listed above , we 
obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and 
procedures and determined whether they have been placed in operation and 
we assessed control risk . We did not evaluate the effectiveness of the 
internal control structure categories because we concluded that it would 
be inefficient to evaluate the effectiveness of internal control policies 



Fifteenth Judicial D istricl Cour 
Judicial Expense Fund 

N OTES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENrFS 

N OTE H -- A CCOU NTS PAYABLE 

The details at June 30, 1996 are as follows 

Trade accounts payable 
D ue to Law Clerk Fund for Salaries 

Bond Forfeiture Incom e Payable 
Fam ilies in N eed of Services 

Tolal 

$18,788 
32,200 
23,054 
25,033 

$99,075 

The Fiflecnth Judicial Dislricl has been appointed by Ihe slale as adm inistrator of a program known as 
Fam ilies In N eed of Services. The program is designed to prevent children w ith diciplinary problem s 

from entering the juvcnile court syslem by couaseling with parents and or other state agencies lo lry to 
correct behavioral problem s before thc courts m ust intervcne. The Judicial Expense Fund, acting 
solely as adm inistrative agent, received and disbursed the follow ing principally 1o fund salaries of lhe 
program 's officers. The rem ainder is included in the Judicial Expense Funds' accounts payable 
balance at June 30, 1996. 

F Y E F Y 13 

6/30/95 6130/96 
R eceived from  the slate 

D isbursed 
Balance 

31,675 

6.642 

25,033 

32,991 

32,991 

(o) 



Fifleenth Judicial D islrict Cour 
Judicial Exoense Fund 

N OTES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

N OTE F - BON D FORFEITURE IN COM E 

This source of funds was instituted by LSA R .S. 15:571.11 for bond forfeitures after June 22, 

1993. The slatute provides that 25% of all judgements of bond forfeiture collected by the district 
atlorncy shall be paid Io Ihe court fund of Ihe parish where Ihe bond was posted. The funds may be 

used for (;xpenses related to judges of Ihc criminal courts. This source of funding ceased in 
Septem ber, 1994 when legislation was passed directing the fuads to be paid to the Crim inal Court 
Fund rather than the Judicial Expense Fund. The revision was 1o bc effective Seplember 1, 1994 but 

is for all judgments of bond forfeiture rendered after June 22, 1993. AI Ihis time, no claim for or 
direction has been m andated which would call for 1he filnds rcceivcd by the Judicial Expcnse Fund 
Io be rem itted to tile Crim inal Court Fund or any oihcr agency. 

After the change in funding, the Judicial l_~xpense Fund received $23,054 represenling forfeilure 
collections for the first quarter 1995, so a payable was set up in anlicipalion of a future 
liability. Then in 1996 tile Judicial Expense Fund determ ined il did not have to turn over funds 
received and has included theln in revenue rather than as a payable owed to another agency. 

N OTE G - FIFTEENTH JUD ICIA L D ISTRICT CO URT CH ILD SUPI)O RT FUN D 

Tile Child Supporl Fund was established in January, 1994 in accordance w ith Louisiana Slatule R.S 
46:236.5. I1 colleels support paym ents ell behalf of guardians w ho arc bcing assisted by slalc aid, 
i.e. welfare, m edicaid, etc. 

The C hild Support Fund is authorized to receive payrnent of nonsttl)porl funds on behalf of the Slate of 

Louisiana. It is also auihorized to collect an adm inistrative fee of no grealer Ihan 5% of Ihe fiinds 
due. Tile actual percentage collected by tiffs unit was 4.7% . All income derived from the 
adm inistrative fees is to fund the adm inistralive cost of tile syslcm for cxpcditcd process. The fund 

evaluated ils costs 1o dcicrmine if Ihe pcrcenlagc should be adjuslcd and has dclermined it prudent Io 
reducc the am ount by 1% cffcclivc January, 1997. 

The G overnm ental Accounting Slandards Board's Statement N o. 14 eslablished criteria for 
delerm ining the governm ental reporting entity and com ponenl unils that shotdd be included w ithin the 
reporting entity. For financial reporting purposes, in conform ance w ith G ASB Statem ent No. 14, tile 
slate agency or political subdivision m ust include all funds, accotml groups, etc. thai arc w ithin its 
oversight responsibility. Income of the Child Support Fund is listed separately, w hile assets, liabilities 
and expenses are com bined w ith tile Judicial Expcnse Fund for prcscnlalion on the financial 

stalen~ents. 



Fifteenth Judicial D islricl C our 

Judicial Exnense Fund 

N OTES TO FIN A N C IA L STAT EM ENTS 

N OTE D - CERTIFICATES OF D EPOSrI" AN D CAStl IN BAN KS 

U nder state law , deposits are allowed in slate banks organized under Louisiaua law and naliona 

banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. All depoists should be backed by federal 

deposit insurance proteclion or the pledge of securities owned by tile bank. At June 30, 1996, 
certificales of deposit consisted of the follow ing. They are lislcd below and have dales of 

m aturity ranging from Augusl, 1996 to M ay, 1997: 
DEPOSITED W ITH 

Rayne Building and Loan 

Rayue State Bank 

Evangeli,m Bank &  Trust 
H ome Savings & Loan 
W hitney N ational Bank 

C row ley Building and Loan 

Lafayelle Building A ssocialion 

Firs! National Bank 
Bank of Com m erce & Trust 

H ibernia N ational Bank 
M id-South National Bank 
A bbeville Building &  Loan 

lberia Savings Bank 

First National Bank - Crow ley 

Judicial Expense Fund Tolal 

ttom e Savings Bank 

I'rem ier/Bank One 

Child Support Ftm d Tola 
G rand Total 

P, ATE 

5.50% 
5.25% 

5.75% 

5.70% 
5,75 % 

6.50% 

5.50% 
8.00% 
5.55% 
5.75% 
5.25 % 
5.00% 

5.00% 
5.65% 

5.25~/.0 

5,25 % 

AM OUNT 

$100,000 
100,000 

98,000 

70,000 

90,000 
95,000 

100,000 
99,000 
100,000 

95.000 
95,000 
98,000 

99,000 

99,000 
$1,338,000 

100,000 
100.000 

$200,000 
$1,538,000 

The operating (checking) accounts al First Nalional Bank in Lafayelle are interest bearing accounts 
There is a separale account for the Judicial Expense Fund and a separate accotm l for the Child 

Support Fund. At June 30, 1996 the Judicial Expense Fund had $201,366 in collected balances on 
deposit in it's checking and savings accounls. These deposits were secure from risk by $100,213 of 
federal deposit insurance and $100,000 of pledged securilies held by the custodial bank. 

N OTE E - ACCOU N TS RECEIVA BLE 

The following is a sum m ary of accounts receivable at June 30, 1996: 
Clerk of Court Sheriff 

Acadia l'arish 
Lafayette Parish 

Verm illion Parish 

$1,305 
3,430 
2.793 
$7.528 

$0 
445 

545 

$1,990 



Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Cot 
Judicial Exnense Fund 

N OTES TO FIN A N C IA L STATEM ENTS 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 
F: Total Colum n on Balance Sheet: 
The tolal colum n on the balance sheel is captioned M emo O nly to indicate that it is presented only 

to facilitale financial analysis. The data ill Ihis coltmm does tlol present financial position in 
conform ity w ilh generally accepted accounling principles and is not comparable to a consolidation 

G : Pension Plan, Vacation and Sick Lcavc: 
The fund had no full-tim e em ployees; Ihercfore il does not conlribule to any fringe benefit plan or 

have to provide any compensation for absenccs of staff. Tile child support hearing officer and 
assislanls' com pensations are paid by reimbursem cnl Io the local parish governm ent. Fringe benefits 

arc nol recorded by this fired since il does not direclly pay their salaries. 

H : Fixed A ssels: 
Fixed assets are recorded as expendilures al Ihe lime purchased and lhc relaled assels are capitalized 
in lhe general fixed assels aecounl group. N o deprecialion has been provided oll general fixed assets 

A ll fixed assets are valued al historical cosl. 

N OTE l?, - STATE OF LOU ISIAN A CO NTRIBUTIO N 

The Stale of Louisiana used Io appropriate $12,000 each inonlh to tile Fifleenlh Judicial D istrict 
C ourt Judicial Expense ]?und for the opcralion and expenses of a com m issioner's office. The 
com m issioner's salary and som e related office cosls were paid by olher agencies such as Ihe parish 

and the stale governm ents direclly and thc appropialioll ceased in 1995. An accounting determ ining if 
any excess funds have been received bul nol spenl for the com m issioner's office cosls has not been 
m ade or rcqueslcd. N o liabilily has been recorded, as no claim has been made by any other agency. 

NOTE C - FURNITURE & EQU1F'M ENT 

l'he follow ing is a smnmary of acquisilions tinting ~1~c year ended .1nut 30, 1996 

Com puter equipm enl 
Other office furuiture and equipm ent 

Subtotal - Judicial Expense Fund 

Child Support Fund - office equipmcnl & furnilure 

Total 

There were no significant dispositions during Ihe year. Fixed assets of g 

$16,976 
5,928 

$22,904 
10.345 

$33.249 

ovcrnm enlal lands are 

recorded as expenditures al tile tim e riley arc purchased and Ihc relaled assels are capilalized 

(reported) in the general fixed assets accounl group. No depreciation is provided or~ ge~'~eral 
fixed assels. 
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