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INDEPENDEN T AUDITORS' REPORT 

Thirty-First Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board 
Jefferson D avis Palish, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accompanying component unit financial statem ents of the Thirty-First Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board, as of D ecember 31, 1995, and for the year then ended. These component unit 
financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Thirty-First Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board, 
managem ent. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these component unit financial statem ents based 
on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require 
that w e plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the component unit 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatement. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, 
evidence  supporting the amounts and disclosures in the component unit financial statem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing lhe accounting principles used and significant estim ates made by m anagem ent, as well 
as evaluating the overall com ponent unit financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit 
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the component unit financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial 

respects, the financial position of the Thirty-First Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, as of December 
31, 1995, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles. 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the com ponent unit financial statem ents 
taken as a w hole. The schedules listed as additional financial inform ation in the table of conlents are 
presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the com ponent unit financial 
statem ents of the Thirty-First Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board. Such inform ation has been 

subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the component unit financial statements and, 
in our opinion, is fairly presented in all m aterial respects in relation to the component unit financial 
statem ents taken as a whole. 

Jennings, Louisiana 
M ay 3 I, 1996 

~ Co. 
Certified Public Accountants 
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THIRTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN DIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Jefferson Davis Parish, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERA L FUN D 
(All Fund Types and Account Groups) 

,A~ $ET$ 
Cash in bank 
Receivables-fines and forfeitures 

TOTAL ASSETS 

,U_ABILIT1ES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
Professional services payable 
Total Liabilities 

Balance Sheet as of December 31, 1995 

Fund Equity: 
Fund balance -unreserved-undesignated 
Total Fund Equity 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

The Accompanying Notes Are An Integral Part Of This Statement 
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$ 43,771 
11,137 

54,908 

17,5QQ 
17,500 

37,408 
$ 37,408 



REVENUES 
Fines and forfeitures 
Total Revenues 

TItlRTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN DIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Jefferson Davis Parish, Louisiana 

GOVERN M ENTAL FUN D TYPE-GENERAL FUND 

F~_XPENDITI.JRE$ 
General govemmenlal-judicial 
Professional services 
Contracted services 
Seminars 
M isce llaneous 
Total Expenditures 

State of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance 

For the Year Ended  Dece mber 31. 1995 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF PERIOD 

FUND BALANCE AT END OF PERIOD 

The Accompanying Notes Are An Integral Part Of This Statement 
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276.068 
276,068 

236,510 
800 

1,525 
30 

~; 238,865 

$ 37,203 

205 

37~408 



INTRO DUC TIO N 

TH IRTY -FIRST JUD ICIAL D ISTR ICT 
INDIGEN T DEFEN I)ER BO ARD 
Jefferson Davis Parish, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended D ecember 31, 1995 

The Thirty-First Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, established in compliance with Louisiana 
Revised Statutes 15:144-149, provides counsel to represent indigents (needy individuals) in criminal and 
quasi-criminal cases at the district court level. The judicial district encompasses Jefferson Davis Parish. 
The board is com posed of five m embers w ho are appointed by the district court. Board m embers serve 
w ithout compensation. Revenues to finance the board's operations are provided from court costs on fines 
imposed by the district court. The chairm an of the indigent defender board provides offi ce space, supplies, 
and adm inistrative services on a voluntary basis. 

I. SUM M A RY O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTING PO LIC IES 

A . BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accompanying financial statements of the Thirty-First Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board 

have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied 
to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
standard-setting body for establishing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B. REPORTING EN TITY 

Section 210 of the G ASB Codification of Governmental Accounting and Financial Reporting 

Standards (GASB Codification) established criteria for determining the governmental reporting 
entity and component units that should be included within the reporting entity. Oversight 

responsibility by the police jury is determined on the basis of the following criteria: 

Appointm ent of governing board 
D esignation of m anagem ent 
Ability to significantly influence operations 
Accountability for fiscal m atters 
Scope of public serv ice 

The indigent defender board is part of the operations of the district court system . The district court 

system is fiscally dependent on the police jury for office space and courtrooms. The substance of 
the relationship between the district court system and the police jury is that the jury has approval 
authority over its capital budget. As a result, the indigent defender board w as determ ined to be a 
component unit of the Jefferson D avis Parish Police Jury, the governing body of the parish w ith the 
oversight responsibility. The accom panying financial statem ents present inform ation only on the 

funds m aintained by the Indigent D efender Board of the 31 st Judicial D istrict and do not present 
information of the police jury, the general governmental services provided by that governmental 
unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the governm ental reporting entity. 



TH IRTY -FIRST JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT 
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Jefferson Davis Parish, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended D ecember 31, 1995 

C. FUND ACCOU NTING 

The board uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial 
m anagement by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of acco unts. On the other hand, an 
account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets 
and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available resources. 

D . BASIS OF ACCOUNTIN G 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurem ent 
focus. The G eneral Fund is accounted for using a current financial resources m easurem ent focus. 
W ith this measurement focus, only current asseis and current liabilities are generally included on the 
balance sheet. The operating statement presents increases and decreases in net current assets. The 
board's records are m aintained on a cash basis of accounting, ltowever, the general fund, as 
reported in the accom panying financial statements, has been converted to a m odified accrual basis 
of acc ounting using the follow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

_R~Y.~nN~s 

Court costs on fines and forfeitures are recorded  in the month that the am ounts are collected 
by the appropriate courts. 

E~penditures 

Expenditures are recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting w hen the 
related fund liability is incurred. 

E. BUD GET PRACTICES 

The indigent defender board did not adopt a budget for the General Fund. Therefore, the financial 
statements do not reflect a comparison of revenues and expenditures to budget. 

According to attorney general opinion 82-531, the board is not a political subdivision w ithin the 
meaning of the Louisiana Local Government Budget Act. As a result, the board is not required to 
adopt a budget under law. 



TH IRTY-FIRST JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT 
IND IGEN T DEFENDER BOARD 
Jefferson Davis Parish, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended December 3 l, 1995 

F. ENCUM BRA N CES 

The board does not utilize formal encumbrance accounting 

G. CASH AND CASlt EQUIVALENTS 

Cash includes am ounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and m oney m arket 
accounts. Cash equivalents include am ounts in time deposits. U nder state law, the board m ay 
deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits

, m oney m arket accounts, or 
lim e deposits w ith state banks organized under Louisiana Law and national banks having their 
principal offi ces in Louisiana. 

H . FIXED ASSETS 

The board has no fixed assets as discussed in item D above 

1. PEN SION PLAN 

The board has no employees and therefore no paTficipation in any of the public em ployee retirem ent 
system s. 

J. LON G -TERM  OBLIGATION S 

The board has no outstanding long-term obligations 

2. CASI! AND CASIt EQUIVALENTS 

At December 31, 1995, the board had cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $43,771 as 
follow s: 

N on-interest-bearing demand deposits 

A| December 31, 1995, the board had $43,771 in deposits (collected bank balances). These balances were 
fully secured from risk by federal deposit insurance. 

3. LITIG ATIO N 

There is no litigation pending against the board at December 31, 1995 

-7- 



TttlRTY -FIRST JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT 
INDIGEN T D EFEN DER BOARD 
Jefferson Davis Parish, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended D ecember 31, 1995 

4. RELA TED PA RTY TRA NSA CTIO NS 

The District has entered into contracts w ith five attorneys to provide criminal defense legal services to the 
Thirty-First Judicial D istrict Court, W ard 2 Court and the Jennings City Court as appointed by the presiding 
judge of each court. Under the terms of each contract each attorney is paid the lesser of the following sum: 
1) $60,000; or 2) a prorata split (depending on the number of contract attorneys) of the monthly Thirty-First 
Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board's net proceeds, after deducting actual and necessary expenses, 
including but not lim ited to transcription fees, investigatory expenses, sem inar expenses, travel expenses, 
non-volunteer attorney fees, etc., which are approved by the board. The five attorneys that the D istrict 
contracts its criminal defense legal serv ices with also make up the entire Board of the D istrict. 

Compensation paid and accrued to board members during the year amounted to $236,510. At year end the 
board m em bers w ere owed $17,500. 

-8- 
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INDEPEN DEN T AUDITORS' REPORT ON INTERN AL CON TROL 
STRU CTURE RELATED M ATTERS N OTED IN A FINAN CIAL 
STATEM EN T AU DIT CON D UCTED IN ACCO RD AN CE W ITtt 

GO VElhVM ENT A UD1T1NG STANI)AI?D S 

Thirty-First Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board 
Jefferson Davis Parish. Louisiana 

W e have audited the component unit financial statements of the Thirty-First Judicial D istrict Indigent 
Defender Board, for the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued our report thereon dated M ay 31, 
1996. 

W e have conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Governm ent 
Auditing Standard;, issued  by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that 
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the com ponent unit financial 
statements are free of m aterial m isstatement. 

In planning and perfo~ning our audit of the com ponent unit financial statem ents of the Thirty-First Judicial 
District Indigent Defender Board, for the year ended December 31, 1995, we considered its internal control 
structure in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the 
com ponent unit financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control structure. 

The m anagement of the Thirty-First Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, is responsible for establishing 

and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by 
m anagement are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control stru cture 

policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with 
reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or 
disposition, and that transactions are executed in acco rdance with m anagement's authorization and recorded 
properly to perm it tile preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles. Because of inherent lim itations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities m ay 

nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods 
is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because & changes in conditions or that the 
effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 

For the purpose of this report, w e have classified the significant internal control stru cture policies and 
procedures in the follow ing categories: 

Revenue, Receivables, and Receipts 
Expenditures for Goods and Services and Accounts Payable 

For all of the control categories listed above, we obtained  an understanding of the design of relevant policies 
and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and w e assessed control risk. 

W e noted one m atter involving the internal control structure and its operation that w e consider to be a 
reportable condition under standards established  by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the 

design or operation & the internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's 
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ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of m anagem ent 
in the component unit financial statements. 

The only m atter which w e consider to be a reportable condition related to a deficiency in the con(rol 
structure design. Due to the limited number of personnel involved in the accounting system, it is not 
feasible to have an adequate overall internal control structure. 

A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of the specific internal 
control stru cture elem ents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in 
am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the com ponent unit financial statem ents being audited m ay 
occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by employees in the norm al course of perform ing their 
assigned functions. 

Our consideration of the internal control stru cture would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal 
control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, w ould not necessarily disclose all 
reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we 
noted the following reportable condition that we believe to be a m aterial w eakness. 

Because of the limited number of personnel involved in the accounting system , it is not feasible to have an 
adequate overall internal control stru cture. This deficiency in internal control structure could adversely 
affect the organization's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the 
assertions of managem ent in the financial statements. 

This report is intended for the information of the lndigenl Defender Board, managem ent, and the Legislative 
Auditor. This restriction is not intended to lim it the distribution of this report, w hich is a m atter of public 
record. 

Jennings, Louisiana 
M ay 31, 1996 

K~ ~ow, co. 
Certified Public Accountants 



 

INDEPEND EN T AUDITORS' REPORT ON COM PLIAN CE W ITtt 
LAW S AND  REGULATION S BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 

FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORD AN CE W ITH 
G O VI,JRNM I,JN T A UDITING STAN1)ARDS 

Thirty-First Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board 
Jefferson Davis Parish, Louisiana 

W e have audited the component unit financial statements of the Thirty-First Judicial D istrict Indigent 
D efender Board, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued our report thereon dated 
M ay 31, 1996. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, and the provisions of the Louisiana 
Governm ental Audit Guide. Those standards and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide require that 
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the component unit financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatement. 

Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to Thirty-First Judicial District Indigent 
D efender Board, is the responsibility of Thirty-First Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board, m anagem ent. 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the component unit financial statem ents are free 
of m aterial misstatement, we perform ed tests & the Board's compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts, and grants. However, our objective was not to provide an opinion on overall 
com pliance w ith such provisions. 

Tile results of our tests indicate that, w ith respect to the item s tested, the Thirty-First Judicial D istrict 
Indigent Defender Board, co mplied, in all m aterial respects, with the provisions referred to in the preceding 
paragraph. W ith respect to item s not tested, nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that 
the Board had not com plied, in all m aterial respects, w ith those provisions. 

This report is intended for the information ofthe Indigent Defender Board, managem ent, and the Legislative 
Auditor. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribulion of this report, which is a matter of public 
record. 

Jennings, Louisiana 
M ay 31, 1996 

~ Co. 
Certified Public Accountants 
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THIRTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Jefferson D avis Parish, Louisiana 

SCtIEDULE OF COM PENSATION PAID AND ACCRUED TO BOARD M EM BERS 
For the Year Ended December 31

, 1995 

Steve Gunnell 
Tim Cassidy 
Robert M ark Rom ero 
Richard Arceneaux 
David E. M arcantel 

Total 
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Pro~ssional 
Sc~ ic~~ 

$ 47,302 
47,302 
47,302 
47,302 
47,302 


