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NDEPENDENT AUDITO RS' REPO RT 

Honorable Roy M . Cascio 
Judge, Division "A " 

Honorable Calvin J. Hotard, Jr. 
Judge, Division "B" 

Second Parish Court for the Parish of Jefferson 
New  Courthouse 
G retna, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accom panying general-p urpose financial statem ents of the 
Second Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund (the Fund) as of and for the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 1995. These general-purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility 
of the Fund's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
general-purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards. 
Those standards require that w e plan and perform  the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about w hether the general-purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
am ounts and disclosures in the general-purpose financial statem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as w ell as evaluating the overall general-purpose financial statem ent 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion 

In our opinion, the general-purpose financial statem ents referred to above present 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the Second Parish Court Judicial 
Expense Fund as of Decem ber 31, 1995, and tile results of its operations for the year 
then ended in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 
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A SSET S 

Second Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund 
for the Parish of Jefferson 

COM BINED BALANCE SHEET -- ALL FUND TYPES 
AND A CCOUNT GROUPS 

December 31 , 1995 

Due from Parish 
(Note A5) 

Due from other 
governments (Note B) 

Property and equipment 
(Notes A6 & C) 

TOTAL A SSETS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

LIA BILIT IES 

FUND EQUITY 

Investment in 
general fixed assets 

Fund balance 

TOTAL FUND EQUITY 

TOTAL L IABILIT IES AND 
FUND EQUITY 

GOV ERNM ENTAL ACCOUNT 
FUND TYPE GROUP 

GENERAL 
GENERA L FIXED 

FUND A SSETS 

$ 603,604 

1 ,438 

$ 
605 ,042 

$ 605~042 

$ 

246 ,629 

$246~629 

$246,629 

TOTAL 
(MEMORANDUM 

ONLY) 

$ 603,604 

1 ,438 

246 ,629 

$ 851,671 

$ 246,629 
605 ,042 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement . 
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Second Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund 
for the Parish of Jefferson 

STAT EMENT OF R EV ENUES , EXPENDITURES , AND CHANGES 
~N FUND BALANCE - GOV ERNMENTAL FUND TYPE 

Year Ended December 31 , 1995 

Revenues 
Charges for services 
Court cost assessm ents 

Fines and forfeitures 
Miscellaneous 

Tota l revenues 

Expenditures 
Current 

General government 
Supplies and office expense 
Trave l 
Law clerk salary 
Transportation 
M iscellaneous 
Storage space renta l 

Total current expenditures 

Capital Outlay 

Total expenditures 

Excess of revenues over 
expend itures 

Fund balance 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

GENERAL 
FUND 

$105,936 
13 ,662 

88 

$119,686 

2 ,734 
9 ,770 

17 ,146 
4 ,488 

i00 
2 ,0 13 

36 ,251 

50 ,254 

86 ,505 

33 ,18 1 

57 1 ,861 

605 r042 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of th is statement . 



Second Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund 
for the Parish of Jefferson 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Decem ber 31 , 1995 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

i. Reporting Entity 

The Second Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund for the Parish of 
Jefferson was established July 18 , 1982 , under the provisions of 
Louisiana R . S . 13:2562 .22 . These statutes provide for this fund 
to operate under the sole and exclusive authority of the Second 
Parish Court judges. As such, the Parish Council is not 
financially accountable for these funds . 

As required by generally accepted accounting principles, this 
report includes all funds and account, groups of the Second Parish 
Court Judicial Expense Fund (the primary government) that are 
controlled or dependent on the judges of the Second Parish Court. 

2 . Fund Accounting 

The Ju 
on its 
a c c o u n 

financ 
govern 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of 
accounts . An account group , on the other hand , is a financial 
reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain 
assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because 
they do not directly affect net expendable available financial 
r e s o u r c e s . 

Funds are typically 
governmental, proprietary 
is divided into separate 

The General Fund of the Judicial Expense Fund is classified as a 
"Governmental Fund " . Governmental funds are used to account for 
all or most of a government 's genera] activities . 



Second Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund 
for the Parish of Jefferson 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

Decem ber 31 , 1995 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

3. Basis of Accounting 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund 
is determ ined by its measurement focus . Governmental funds are 
accounted for using a current financial resources measurement 
focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet . 
Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., 
revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., 
expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by governmental 
funds. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues 
are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become 
both measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of 
the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible 
w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to 
pay liabilities of the current period . Fines and fees collected 
and held by intermediary collection governments at year end on 
behalf of the Jud icial Expense Fund are considered suscept ible to 
accrual and are recognized as revenue . 

4 . Budgetary Account ing 

Formal budgetary accounting is not employed as a management control 
device during the year for the General Fund . 

5 . Due from Parish 

The funds of the Judicial Expense Fund are held on account by the 
Parish as part of its General Fund. Transactions during the year 
are posted to this account by the Parish . Transactions affecting 
the balance of the account may only be authorized by the Second 
Parish Court judges. 

6. General Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets are not capitalized in the funds used to acquire or 
construct them . Instead , capital acquisition and construction are 
reflected as expenditures in governmental funds, and the related 
assets are reported in the general fixed assets account group . All 
purchased fixed assets are valued at cost where historical records 



Second Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund 
for the Parish of Jefferson 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

Decem ber 31 , 1995 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

are available and at an estimated historical cost where no 
historical records exist . Donated fixed assets are valued at their 
estimated fair market value on the date received . 

The costs of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the 
value of the asset or materially extend asset lives are not 
capitalized . Improvements to fixed assets are capitalized . 

Assets in the general fixed assets account group are not 
depreciated . 

7 . Total Column on Comb ined Balance Sheet 

The total column on the Combined Balance Sheet is captioned 
"Memorandum Only" to indicate that it is presented only to 
facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not 
present financial position and results of operations in conformity 
w ith generally accepted accounting principles . 

NOT E B - DU E PROM OTHER GOV ERNM ENTS 



Second Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund 
for the Parish of Jefferson 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

NOTE C - FIXED A SSETS 

December 31, 1995 

A summary of changes in the General Fixed Assets Account Group 

follows : 

Equipment 
Furniture 
and 
fixtures 

Vehicles 
Building 
Improvements 

Construction in 
Progress 

BALANCE 
JANUARY i , 

1995 ADDIT~0N~ DELETIONS 

89 ,917 

7 t 
87 , 

237 
353 

60 ,905 

$ 

744 
49 ,510 49 ,037 

BALANCE 
D~ ER II, 

1995 

$ 89,917 

7 ,981 
87 ,826 

-  60 ,905 

NOTE D - STEWARDSH IP , COM PL IANCE , AN[) ACCOUNTAB IL ITY 

The statutes which created the Judicial Expense Fund piace certain 
limitations and restrictions on the collections and disbursements 
of the fund . The Judicial Expense Fund is in compliance with all 
significant lim itations and restrictions for 1995. 
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INDEPENDENT A UDITO RS' REPO RT O N COM PLIA NCE 
W ITH LAW S AND REGULATIONS BASED ON AN AUDIT O F 
G ENERA L-PURPO SE FINA NCIA L STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED 
N ACCORDANCE W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Honorable Roy M . Cascio 
Judge, Division "A " 

Honorable Calvin J. Hotard, Jr. 
Judge, Division "B" 

Second Parish Court for the Parish of Jefferson 
New  Courthouse 
Gretna, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general-purpose financial statem ents of the Second Parish Court 
Judicial Expense Fund (the Fund) as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1995, 
and have issued our report thereon dated April 10, 1996. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 
States. Those standards require that w e plan and perform  the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about w hether the general-purpose financial statem ents are free 
of m ateriel m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance w ith law s, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Second 
Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund is the responsibility of the Fund's m anagem ent. 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the financial statem ents are 
free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of the Fund's com pliance w ith 

certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, the objective 
of our audit of the general-purpose financial statem ents w as not to provide an opinion 
on overall com pliance w ith such provisions. A ccordingly, w e do not express such an 
opinion. 

The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to 
be reported herein under Governm ent A uditing Standards. 
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This report is intended for the use of the Second Parish Court, the Parish of Jefferson
, 

and the Legislative A uditor of the State of Louisiana. This restriction is not intended 
to lim it the distribution of this report, w hich is a m atter of public record. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON 
THE INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE IN ACCO RDANCE 

W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Honorable Roy M . Cascio 
Judge, Division "A " 

Honorable Calvin J, Hotard, Jr. 
Judge, Division "B" 

Second Parish Court for the Parish of Jefferson 
New  Courthouse 
Gretna, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general-purpose financial statem ents of the Second Parish Court 
Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1995, and have 
issued our report thereon dated April 10, 1996. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 
States. Those standards require that w e plan and perform  the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about w hether the general-purpose financial statem ents are free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

The m anagem ent of the Second Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund is responsible for 
establishing and m aintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this 
responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the 
expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and pro- 
cedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide m anagement 
w ith reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss 
from  unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance 
w ith m anagem ent's authorization and recorded properly to perm it the preparation of 
general-purpose financial statem ents in accordance w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles. Because of inherent lim itations in any internal control structure, 
errors or irregularities m ay nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection 
of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that 
procedures m ay becom e inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the 
effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures m ay deteriorate. 
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In planning and perform ing our audit of the general-purpose financial statem ents of 
Second Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1995, 
w e obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. W ith respect to the 
internal control structure, w e obtained an understanding of the design of relevant 
policies and procedures and w hether they have been placed in operation, and w e 
assessed control risk in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on the general-purpose financial statem ents and not to provide 
an opinion on the internal control structure. A ccordingly, w e do not express such an 
opinion. 

O ur consideration of the internal control structure w ould not necessarily disclose all 
m atters in the internal control structure that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses under 
standards established by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A 
m aterial w eakness is a condition in w hich the design or operation of one or m ore of 
the internal control structure elem ents does not reduce to a relatively low  level the risk 
that errors and irregularities in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the 
general-purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected 
w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned 
functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control structure and its 
operation that w e consider to be m aterial w eaknesses as defined above. 

This report is intended for the use of the Second Parish Court, the Parish of Jefferson, 
and the Legislative A uditor of the State of Louisiana. This restriction is not intended 
to lim it the distribution of this report, w hich is a m atter of public record. 
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