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FAULK 

INDEPENDENT AUDITO RS' REPO RT 

H onorable President and M em bers 
of the A scension Parish Council 

Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

W e have audited th e accom pan ying general purpose financial statem ents an d th e com bining, 

individual fund, and account group financial statem ents of th e ASCENSIO N PARISH  CO UNCIL as 

of and for th e year ended Decem ber 31, 1995, as listed in th e table of contents. These f'mancial 

statem ents are th e responsibility of th e Council's m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an 

opinion on these f'm ancial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e did not audit th e financial statem ents of th e follow in g discretely pre sented com ponent uni ts : 

District Attorney of th e Twenty-Th ird Judicial District 
A sce nsion Parish Sheriff 
Ascens ion Parish Clerk of Court 
A scens ion Parish Assessor 
A sce ns ion Parish Court 
Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board 
A scens ion Parish Com m uni cation D istrict 
East Ascens ion Hospital Service District 
W est Asce ns ion H ospital Serv ice D istrict 
A sce ns ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict No. 4 

Those statements represent 99% of both the assets and revenues of the discretely presented 

com ponent uni ts. The financial statem ents of th ose entities w ere audited by oth er auditors whose 

reports have been furnished to us, and our opini on, ins ofar as it relate s to th e am ounts in cluded for 

th ose entities, is based on th e reports of th e oth er auditors. 

W e did not audit th e fina ncial statem ents of th e Ascens ion Parish Library, a blended com ponent 

unit, which statements reflect $2,565,501 an d $1,459,581 of Special Revenue Funds' assets an d 

revenues, respectively, $5,505,851 of general fLxed assets an d $30,113 of general long-term debt as 

(HI I cllerson Iligll~ax . I~aton Rt~ugc. IA 7080(~ ~ Business: (5(17) 927-9470 ~ Facsimile: (5(14) I)27-047q 
70( R tiltoad ~ e ~' ~ l)t l :dtlsotl ~l e, l 4 70346 ~ lit/sinless: (50-i) 473-7"19 
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of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1995. Those financial statem ents were audited by anoth er 

auditor whose report has been furnished to us, an d our opinion, insofar as it re lates to the am ounts 

included  for th e Ascension Parish Library, is based on th e re po rt of th e oth er auditor. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with  generally accepted auditin g standards; Government 

Auditing Standards, issued by th e Com ptroller Genera l of the United States; and th e provisions of 

Office of M anagement and Budget (OM B) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Governments." 

Th ose standards and OM B Circular A-128 re quire that we plan  and perform  the audit to obtain 

reasonable assurance about whether th e genera l purpose  ftnancial statem ents are free of m aterial 

m isstatem ent. An audit in cludes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence suppo rting th e am ounts an d 

disclosures in the general purpose Fin ancial statem ents. A n audit also ir~ludes asse ssin g the accounting 

prin ciples used and significan t estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating th e overa ll 

general purpose financial statem ent presentation. W e be lieve that our audit an d th e re po rts of oth er 

auditors provide a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, based upo n our audit an d the re po rts of other auditors, th e general purpose 

financial statem ents re ferred  to above present fairly, in  all m aterial re spects , th e fin ancial po sition of 

th e ASCEN SIO N PAR ISH CO UN CIL as of Decem be r 31, 1995, an d th e re sults of its ope ra tions and 

th e cash flows of its proprietary fund types for th e year th en ended  in conform ity with generally 

accepted accounting principles. Also, in our opini on, th e com bining, individual fu nd, an d account 

group fina ncial statem ents referred to above, present fairly, in all m aterial re spects, th e financial 

po sition of each of th e in dividual fu nds an d account groups of th e ASCENSION PARISH CO UNCIL , 

at D ecem be r 31, 1995, and th e results of opera tions of such funds an d th e cash flows of th e in dividual 

proprietary fu nd types for the year then ended in conf orm ity with generally accepted accounting 

principles. 
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A SCENSIO N PARISH CO UN CIL 

ALL GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPES AND DISCRETELY PRF~ ENTED COM PO NENT UNITS 
COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALAN CES 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Licenses and permits 
lntergovernmenta[ 
Charges for services 
FiR S B~  forfeitures 
Niscettaneous 

IOta[ revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Genera[ government 
PubLic safety 
Pub Lic works 
HeaLth and welfare 
CuLture end recreation 
Intergovernmenta[ 
Debt service 
Capita[ projects 

late[ expend itures 

For the year ended December 31, 1995 

Genere 

$ 

Special 
Revenue 

856,476 $ 
973,770 

1,040,070 

16,809 

2,887,1Z5 

2,741,056 
353,817 

298,562 
26,646 

7,500 

3,427,501 

Exces= (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures (540,456) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Proceeds from tong-term debt 
Operating transfers in 
Operating  transfers out 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

Excess (de ficiency) of revenues over 
expe nditures and  other sources (uses) 

Fund balances at beginning of year 

Residual equity transfer 

60,000 
1,355,150 
(914,059) 

501,091 

E0,608,085 

318 
1,678 
6,382 
1,546 
Z,OZ7 

40 
30 

366 
532 
352 
448 
582 
6O6 
000 

12,0Z3,886 

8,584,199 

100,000 
4,659,287 

(11,826,171) 

(7,066,884) 

Debt 
Service 

Capital 
Projects 

199,355 $ 

192,988 

392,343 

6,736 

10,400 

2,594,194 

2,611,330 

(2,218,987) 

715,525 
3,110,884 
(360,303) 

3,466,106 

17,857 
10,050 

492,616 

520,523 

~ 

217,825 

6,515,543 

6,733,368 

(6,212,845) 

7,100,000 
3,959,611 
(56,899) 

11,002,712 

(39,365) 1,517,315 1,247,119 4,789,867 

294,325 15,100,573 2,881,843 6,172,484 

24,788 

Fund batences at end of year $ 279,748 $ 16,617,888 $ 4,1Z8,962 $ 10,962,351 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 

6 



 

TotaLs 
(Memorandum OnLy) 
Pr|m ry Goverr~ nt 

24,408,076 

24,'}~96,165 

(388,089) 

7,9T5,525 
13,064,932 
(13,157,432) 

7,903,025 

7,514,936 

24,449,225 

24,768 

Component 
Units 

I0,428, I01 

3,489,366 
5,871,615 

24,908 

9,385,~ 9 

1,042,212 

72,500 

72,500 

TotaLs 
(Memorandum OnLy) 
Reporting Entity 

34,836,177 

34,182,054 

654,123 

7,975,525 
13,157,432 
(13,157,432) 

7,975,525 

1,114,712 B,629,648 

4,632,301 29,081,526 

(24,768) 

$ 31,988,949 $ 5,722,225 $ 37,711,174 



A SCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

GENERAL, SPECIAL REVENUE, DEBT SERVICE AND 
CERTAIN CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND TYPES 

COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN  
FUND BALANCES --  BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Licenses and permits 
[ntergovernmentat 
Charges for services 
Fines and forfeitures 
MisceLLaneous 

lots[ revenues 

EKPENDITURES 
Genera{ government 
Pub(it safety 
Public works 
Hes[th and  we{fare 
Cu[ture end recreation 
lntergovernmenta[ 
Debt service 
Capita[ projects 

Tote| expe nditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expe nd itures 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Proceeds from tong-term debt 
Operating transfers in 
Operating  transfers OUt 

For the year ended December 31, 1995 

Budget Actus 

$ 848,000 
1,003,800 
1,022,050 

16,500 

$ 856,476 
973,770 

1,040,070 

16,809 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorab[e) 

S 8,476 
(30,030) 
18,020 

309 

Budget Actual 

$ 17,657 

1,831 
52 
32 
787 

260 

B92 
000 
000 
004 

Vartmnce - 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

2,890,350 2,887,125 (3,225) 20,380,156 20,60 8,085 227,929 

2,741 
353 

298 
26 

7 

056 
817 

562 
046 

500 

(9 
1 

81 

(7 

041 
983 

988 
654 

500 

318 
1,678 
6,382 
1,546 
2,027 

40 
30 

366 
53Z 
35Z 
44B 
582 
6O6 
000 

25 
9 

415 
142 
516 
5 

(30 

004  
621 
458 
022 
026 
394 
000 

3,495,665 3,427,581 68,084 13,107,411 12,023,886 1,083,525 

(605,315) 

1,355,150 
(926,205) 

(540,456) 

60,000 
1,355,150 
(914,059) 

64,859 

60,000 

12,146 

7,272,745 

4,653,517 
(11,725,550) 

8,584,199 

100,000 
4,659,287 

(11,826,171) 

1,311,454 

100,000 
5,770 

(100,621) 

Tots[ other financing sources (uses) 428,945 501,091 72,146 (7,072,033) (7,066,88~) 5,149 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expe nd itures and  other sources (uses) (176,370) (39,365) 

Fund balances at beginning of year 294,325 294,325 

Roe[dust equity transfer frun 
Criminal Court Fund 

137,005 200,712 1,517,315 

15,100,573 15,100,573 

24,788 24,788 

1,316,603 

Fund ba lane ei at ~md of year $ 142,743 $ 279,748 $ 137,055 $ 15,301,285 $ 16,617,888 $ 1,316,603 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral pe rt of this statement. 
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Debt 
Service 

Budget Actual 

Variance - 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 198,000 $ 199,355 $ 

. 

198,600 192,988 

Capita[ 
Projects 

1,355 $ 

(5,612) 

$ 

~ 

9,700 

536,120 

Actual 

Variance - 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 
~ 

17,857 
10,050 

492,616 

17,857 
350 

43,504 

396,600 392,343 (4,257) 545,820 520,523 (25,297) 

?,225 

10,400 

o 

2,594,590 

2,612,215 

6,T36 

10,400 

2,594,194 

2,611,330 

489 

396 

27'5,300 

7,589,030 

7,864,330 

217,825 

6,515,543 

6,T33,368 

57,475 

1,073,687 

1,130,962 

(2,215,615) (2,218,987) (3,372) (7,318,510) (6,212,845) 1,105,665 

715,525 
3,110,950 
(535,000) 

715,525 
3,110,884 
(360,303) 

(66) 
174,697 

7,100,000 
3,882,000 
(56,562) 

7,100,000 
3,959,611 
(56,899) 

77,611 
(337) 

3,291,475 3,466,106 174,631 10,925,638 11,002,712 77,274 

1,075,860 

2,881,843 

1,247,119 

2,881,843 

171,259 3,606,928 

6,172,310 

4,789,867 

6,172,484 

1,182,938 

174 

$ 3,957,703 $ 4,128,962 $ 171,259 $ 9,779,238 $ 10,962,351 $ 1,183~112 
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ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES 
AND CHANGES IN RETAINED EARNINGS 

ALL PROPRIETARY FUND TYPES AND DISCRETELY PRESENTED COM PONENT UNITS 

OPERATING REVENUES 
Charges for services 
Patient revenue, net 
%nsurence premiums 
Interest, ne t 
Miscellane ous 

Total operatin9 revenues 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
Cost of water 
Depreciation 
Naintenance 
Professional services 
NaP~gement fees 
Bad debts 
Insurance premiums 
Insurance claims 
Miscellaneous 
Hospitals 

1oral operating expe nses 

Operating income 

NONOP ERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES) 
1axes 
Assessments 
Interest, net 
Grants 
NisceLLaneous 
Other 
Debt service 

Total nonope rating revenues 
(expenses) 

Net income (LOSS) 

For the year ended December 31, 1995 

$ 

nterrm [ 
Service 

Totals 
ConlporNm t (Nell~rendum Onty) 
Units 1995 

$ 243,460 $ 243 
- 42,560,686 42,560 

621,590 621 
69,018 " 69 

I06,764 106 

690,608 

51,002 

243,844 
408,067 

702.913 

(12,305) 

(12,305) 

Retained earnings at beginning of year 1,155,352 

42,910,910 

103 
744 
34 
9 
45 
54 

662 
074 
226 
511 
276 
684 

14,573 
35,417,750 

36,423,756 

6,487,154 

590,885 
36,715 
695,012 
75,000 

603 
5,500 
(5,789) 

1,397,926 

7,885,080 

30,616,078 

460 
686 
590 
018 
764 

43,601,518 

103 
7/+4 
34 
60 
45 
54 
243 
408 
14 
417 

662 
074 
226 
513 
2}6 
684 
844 
067 
573 
750 

37,126,669 

6,474,849 

1,397,926 

7,872,775 

31,771,430 

Retained earnings at end of year $ 1,143,047 $ 38,501,158 $ 39,644,205 

Notes on Exhibit A~8 are an integral part of this staten~nt 
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ASC EN SIO N PARISH  CO UN CIL 

ALL PROPRIETARY FUND TYPES AND DISCRETELY PRESENTED COM PONENT UNITS 
COM BINED STATEM ENT OF CASH FLO W S 

CASB FLOW FROM OPERATING 
ACTIVITIES 
Net income 
Adjustments to net income: 
Depreciation 
Loss on disposition of assets 
Provision for bad debts 

and liabilities 

For the year ended December 31, 1995 

Pr epaid insuran ce 
Assessments rec eivable and related interest 
Other assets 
Inventory 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 
Due to other funds 
Claims reserve 
Payables from restricted  assets 
Bond interest payable 
Deferred revenues 

In ternal 
Service 

Compo nent 
Units 

Totals 
1995 

(12,305) $ 7,885,080 $ 7,872,775 

741 
(105,775) 

(70,583) 
(310) 

183,290 

Net cash provided by (used by) 
operating activities (4,942) 

CASH FLOW  FROM  INVESTING 
ACTIVITIES 

(Increase) decrea se in investments 

CASH FLOW  FR OM NON-CAPITAL 
FINANCING ACTIVITIES 

Sewerage certificates retired  

CASH FLOW S FR OM  CAP ITAL AND 
RELATED FINANCING ACTIVITIES 

Acquisition of capital assets 
Payment on long term debt 
Cash from sale of capital assets 
Captial contributed by customer 

Net ca sh used for ca pital and related 
financing activities 

Increa se in ca sh 

CASH 
Beginning of period 

End of pe riod  

91.007 

186,065 

55.905 

744,074 
15,688 

1,429,340 

434,748) 
(242) 

37,734 
1o5,253 
(12,351) 
032,546 
(1,445) 

672 
(1,347) 
(36,715) 

744,074 
15,688 

1,429,340 

(1,434,007) 
(106,017) 
37,734 
105,253 
(12,351) 
961,963 
(1,755) 
183,290 

672 
(1,347) 
(36,715) 

9.763.539 9.758,597 

0,267,547) (4.076,540) 

(36,835) (36.835) 

(232.512) 
(837,333) 
13,000 
2,415 

(1,054,430) 

4,404,727 

(232,512) 
(837,333) 
13,000 
2,415 

(I,054,430) 

4,590,792 

1,238.280 1,294,185 

241,970 $ 5,643,007 $ 5,884,977 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 
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ASSETS 

A SCEN SIO N PAR ISH CO UN C IL 

ALL DISCRETELY PRESENTED COM PONENT UNITS 
COM BINING BAL ANCE SHEET 

Cash Ind cash equivalents $ 
investments 
Accounts receivable, net 
Due from other governments 
Due from other funds 
Inventory 
Restricted assets 
Other assets 
prepa id insurance 
Fixed assets 
Amount tO be provided for retire- 
Bent of compensated absences 

Total assets 

District 
Attorne y 

December 31, 1995 

Clerk 
Sheriff(3) of C~ rt(3) Assessor (1) 

65,576 $ 3,661,973 
93,133 
1,694 197,796 
76,641 

~ 

134 
o 

191,972 

6,085 
778,385 

2,475,95.5 

$ 531,766 
1,350,000 

77,287 

153,183 

385,6"/2 

23, L~5 

plr|sh 
~ rt(3) 

$ 450,759 $ 44,012 $ 
~ ~ 

13,148 
32,866 

84,314 

3,424 
22,405 

29,809 

Indigent 
Defender 
Boand (1) 

40,886 

31,854 

$ 429,150 $ 7,120,194 $ 2,521,203 $ 601,067 $ 99,650 $ 72,740 

Accounts payable and accrued 
liabilities $ 

Due  to other funds 
DUe to taxing bodies 
Payable from  restricted  assets 
Unsettled deposits 
LOng-term payables 

1oral Liabilities 

FUND BALANCE 
Investment in general 
fixed assets 

Contributed  capital 
Customers 
Federal grants 

Retained earning s 
Reserved - revenue bonds 
Reserved  - replacements 
Unreserved 

Fund balance 
Reserved  for inventory 
Reserved for self-insurance 
Designated -subsequent year 
expenditures 
Undesigna ted 

Total fund balances 

96,458 $ 106,428 $ 17,224 $ 
- 153,183 

643,785 
o 

- 1,285,826 
158,323 23,295 

96,458 

191,972 

140,720 

908,536 

2,475,955 

6,085 
750,092 

2,999,526 

1,479,528 

385,672 

656,003 

14,306 $ 

14,306 

84,314 

502,447 

596 $ 

29,809 

69,245 

6,610 

6,610 

66,130 

332,692 6,211,658 1,041,675 586,761 99,054 66,130 

Total tiibitities and  fund balances $ 429,150 $ 7,120,194 $ 2,521,203 $ 601,067 $ 99,650 $ 72,740 

ended December 31, 1994 
ended March 31, 1995 
ended June 30, 1995 
ended August 31, 1995 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral Pa rt of this staterrent 



Crimlrmi 
court 

54,159 

23,739 

Civic Coinni~ icatlon 
Center District 

5 
3,860 

36,761 
459,795 
31,632 

65,158 

Elst West 
Ascensio~ Ascension 
Kospitai (2) Hospital (4) 

~ 5,154,273 
3,305,195 
15,585,008 

341,949 
7,094,133 
233,092 

6,185,467 

~ 251,233 
3,968,967 
788,415 

106,512 

68,604 

849,179 

Wmterworks Wmte~ rk$ ~ rage 
No. 2 No. 4 (4) District No. 6 TotaLs 

$ 195,002 ~ 

17,568 

11,801 

1,070 
213,336 

4,603 ~ 29,-- 369 S 10,436,87.4 
9,260,947 

10,666 6,385 16,736,883 
207,505 

9,630 162,813 
- - 454,546 

30,347 33,629 7,948,295 
1,3(>0 303,190 
1,681 - 2,551 
75,367 250,696 10,806,925 

23,29S 

$ 77,898 ~ 3,865 $ 593,346 $ 37,899,117 S 6,032,910 ~ 438,77'? ~ 123,824 S 330,033 ~ 56,343,'/74 

29,164 $ 
24,788 

1,77 4 $ 
1,103 

1,145 $ 5,380,625 ~ 128,009 $ 

. 

222,339 

9,229 ~ 

10,044 

7,919 ~ 8,931 ~ 5,808 
127,327 306 

- 643 
2,990 38,041 51 

1,285 
74,000 36,834 514 

418 
401 
785 
075 
826 
791 

53,952 2,877 1,145 5,380,625 350,348 19,273 84,909 211,133 8,610,~  

13,300 

10,646 

65,158 

32,518,492 

1,100 

(112) 527,043 

5,682,562 

35,685 
175,500 

208,319 

20,030 
46,000 

21,136 
6,914 

C55,165) 118,900 

3,232,880 

55,715 
221,500 

21,136 
6,914 

38,473,108 

6,085 
730,092 
16,400 

4,971,648 

23,946 988 592,201 32,518,492 5,682,562 419,504 38,915 118,900 47,733,478 

~ 77,898 ~ 3,865 ~ 593,346 ~ 37,899,117 ~ 6,032,910 ~ 638,777 ~ 123,824 $ 330,033 $ 56,343,774 



ASC EN SIO N PARISH  C O UN CIL 

ALL DISCRETELY PRESENTED GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE COM PONENT UNITS 
CO M BINING STATEM ENT O F REVENU ES, EXPEND ITUR ES 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BAL ANCES 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Intergover~ ntaL 
Charges for services 
Fines and forfeitures 
Niscettaneous 

Totai revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Other 
General goverrlT~nt 
Judicial - Parish Court 
Judicia[ - District Attorney 
Judicie[ - Cterk of Court 
Sheriff 
Cutture end  recreation 

Total expend itures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expend itures 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfer in 

Genera[ Fur~ 
Recreation Fund 

lotat other financing sources (uses) 

$ 

For the year ended December 31, 1995 

District 
Attorney Sheriff(]) 

869,252 

. 

813,776 

813,776 

55,476 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expe nd itures and  other sou rces (uses) 55,476 

Fund batarces at be9irv:~in9 
of year (restated) 

Residual equity transfer to Genera[ Fund  

85,244 

4,304,173 $ 
578,834 

1,607,667 

CLerk 
of Court (3) Assessor (1) 

$ 
. 

1#194,478 

143,841 48,160 

6,634,515 

5,871,615 

5,871,615 

762,900 

762,900 

2,972,803 

1,242,658 

I, 239,9"/3 

1,239,973 

2,665 

653,338 

- $ 
604,884 

19,379 

624,263 

534,387 

534,387 

89,876 

89,876 

412,571 

Parish 
Cou rt(]) 

126,133 
1,059 

127,192 

95,069 

95,069 

32,123 

32,123 

37,122 

Fund balances at end of year $ 140,720 $ 3,735,703 $ 656,003 $ 502,447 $ 69,245 

(1) for the year ended December 31, 1994 
(2) For the ye ar ended Narch 31, 1995 
(3) For the ye ar ended June ]O, 1995 
(4) For the ye ar ended August 31, 1995 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an fntegrat pe rt of this statement 
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Indigent 
Defender 
Board (I) 

$ 

. 

317,729 

317,729 

269,816 

269,816 

67,913 

47,913 

18,217 

Or~m~na 
COUrt 

$ 

. 

351,110 
9,015 

360,125 

379,732 

379,732 

(19,607) 

67,500 

67,500 

47,893 

841 

(24,788) 

Civic 
Center 

- $ 
5,000 
11,545 

249 

16,794 

24,908 

24,908 

(8,116) 

5,000 

(3,114) 

4,102 

Com~ nication 
District TotaLs 

$ 

215,367 

20,226 

235,593 

156,613 

156,613 

78,980 

78,980 

448,063 

10,628,101 

156 
183 
95 
813 
239 
871 
24 

613 
935 
069 
776 
973 
615 
908 

9,385,889 

1,042,212 

67,500 
5,000 

72,500 

1,114,712 

4,632,301 

(24,788) 

$ 66,130 $ 23,946 $ 988 $ 527,043 $ 5,722,225 
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ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL 

NO TES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

NO TE 1 - SUM M A RY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCOUNTING PO LICIES 

The accom panying financial statem ents conform , except where otherwise noted, to generally 
accepted acc ounting principles (GAAP) applicable to government units. 

REPORTING ENTITY 

The financial reporting entity consists of (1) the primary government (all funds under the 
auspices of the Parish President and the Ascens ion Parish Council), (2) organizations for 
which the primary government is financially accountable, an d (3) other organizations for 
which th e nature an d significance of th eir relations hip with th e prim ary  governm ent are such 
th at exclusion would cause th e reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or 
incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14, the Financial 
Reporting Entity, established criteria for determ ining w hich com ponent units should be 
considered part of the Parish of Ascension for financial reporting purposes. Th e basic 
criteria are as follow s: 

o Legal statu s of th e potent ial com ponent uni t in cludin g th e right to incur its own debt, 
levy its own taxes an d charges, expropriate property in  its own nam e, sue and be  
sued , and th e right to buy, sell an d lease prope rty in its own nam e. 

o W hether the Parish governing authority (Ascension Parish Council and/or Parish 
President) appoints a majority of board membe rs of the potential component unit. 

o Fiscal interdependency be tween th e Parish and the potential com ponent unit 

o Im position of will by the Parish on th e potential component uni t 

o Financial be nefit/burden relations hip be tween th e Parish and the potent ial component 
unit. 

Based on th e previous criteria, Ascens ion Parish m anagem ent has in cluded th e following 
component units in th e fina ncial re po rting entity. 
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Exhibit A -8 
Continued 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPORTIN G ENT ITY (CONTINUED) 

Blended Com ponent Units 

The following compo nent units are repo rted as part of the prim ary governm ent in the 
General Purpose Financial Statem ents of the Parish of Ascension. 

East and W est Ascension Drainage Districts No. 1 

The East an d W est Ascens ion Dra inage Districts provide m aintenance, im provem ents, and 
re pairs to th e gra vity dra inage system s in their respective parts of the Parish. Financing 
is provided prim arily by ad valore m  taxes, state re venue sharing funds, and ded icated  sales 
taxes. Th e fisc al year for the Districts is th e calendar year. 

H ealth U nit 

Th e Health Unit operates th e Parish Health Uni t. Financing is provided  prim arily by ad 
valorem  taxes and state revenue sharing. Th e fiscal year for th e H ealth  U ni t is the 
calendar year. 

M ental H ealth  Center 

The M ental Health Center provides that portion of the ope ra tions  of the Parish m ental 
health  center not provided by th e Departm ent of H ealth and Hum an  Resources, Office of 
M ental Health and Substance Abuse. Financing is provided by ad valorem taxes an d state 
revenue sharing. The fiscal year for th e Center is th e calendar year. 

Fire Protection D istrict N o. 2 

The Fire Protection District No. 2 offers m aintena nce an d ope ration of a fire protection 
system consisting of 8 fire se rvice  units: M odeste Volunteer, Geism ar Volunteer, 
Prairieville, Fifth D istrict, St. Am ant, Sorrento, Seventh  D istrict Volunteer and Gonzales. 
Financing is provided  prim arily by appropriations of sa les an d use  tax funds which are 
distributed am ong th e service  units. Th e fiscal year for th e District is the calendar year . 

Recreation Com m ission 

Th e Recreation Comm ission provides recreationa l activities for th e Par ish. Th e 
Com m ission is fu nded prim arily by an  annual budgetary ded ication of six and tw o-thirds 
percent of the one-pe rcent parish wide sales tax. Th e fiscal year for th e Comm ission is th e 
calendar year. 

Tourist Center 

Th e Center provides inform ation on local tourism . Th e Tourist Center collec ts sales taxes 
on hotels and m otels. Th e fisc al year for the Center is th e calendar year. 

A sce ns ion Parish Library  

Th e Library  provides citizens  of the Parish access to library  m aterials, books, m agazines, 
records, and film s. It is used to account for the collection of a parish-wide ad valorem 
tax dedicated to th e m aintenance  of the library system . Th e fiscal year for th e Library is 
the calendar year. 
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Exhibit A-8 
Com inued 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPO RTING ENT ITY (CONT INUED) 

D iscrete Com ponent Units 

District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District (for the year ended December 31, 
1995) 

Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigem Defender Board (for the year ended  Decembe r 31 
1994) 

The follow ing agencies are also reported in  th e com po nent units colum ns of th e General 
Purpose Financial Statem ents: 

A scension Parish Sheriff 

The Sheriff is an elected official as provided for in th e State Constitution. Th e Sheriff of 
Ascension Parish is a legally separate entity . Th e Par ish provides funding for the Sheriff's 
facilities and equipment including the correctional institution (Ascension Parish Prison). 
The Sheriffs fina ncial statem ents for th e year ended June 30, 1995, ar e included in th is 
report. 

Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 

The Ascension Parish Clerk of Court is a legally separate parish em ity established by the 
state cons titution. Th e Parish governing authority (Ascension Parish Council) is required 
by statute to fund certain  equipm ent, facilities, and bindin g of perm anent records in  th e 
office of th e Clerk of Court. The Clerk's office  provides its own ope rating budget funds 
from  fees and charges. Th e Clerk of Court's fin ancial statem ents for th e year ended June 
30, 1995, are presented in this report. 

Ascens ion Parish A ssessor 

Ascension Parish Comm unication D istrict 

The Comm unication District is a legally separ ate em ity. The Parish appoints all m embers 
to th e D istrict's Board of Com m issioners. Th e D istrict's financial statem ents for the year 
ended D ecem ber 31, 1995, are presented in  this report . 
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Exhibit A-g 
Continued 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPO RTIN G ENT ITY (CONTINUED) 

Parish Court for the Parish of A scension Judicial Expense Fund 

The Parish Court for th e Parish of Ascens ion Judicial Expe nse  Fund is a legally separate 
entity established under state statutes. The Parish Court's f'mancial statem ents for th e year 
ended  June 30, 1995, ar e presented  in this re port. 

Sewerage D istrict N o. 6 of A scens ion Parish 

The Sewerage District is a legally separate entity . The Parish provides fund ing to the 
district as well as approves its budget, and approves or m odifies its ra te s. Additionally, 
w hile not legally obligated for fu nding the D istrict's long-te rm  debt, th e Parish has assum ed  
respo ns ibility for serving th e debt issued  by the District. 

Related O rganizations 

The followin g entities were established pursuant to state statu tes for various public purposes 
w ithin A scension Parish. The Council appo in ts th e boar d m em bers of each re spective 
agency. Each agency is fiscally in depe ndent from  the Parish, issues its debt, approves its 
budgets, and se ts its ra tes an d charges. Th e prim ary governm ent has no authority to remove 
board m em bers, designa te m anagem ent, or approve or m od ify rates. The Parish is not 
obligated for the debt issues of th ese agencies. Each of th ese com ponent units is listed 
below along w ith its fiscal year end. 

East Ascens ion Hospital Service District 
W est A scens ion H ospita l Serv ice  D istrict 
A scension Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 4 

M ar ch 31, 1995 
August 31, 1995 
Decem ber 31, 1995 
August 31, 1995 

Com plete fin ancial statem ents of the Par ish com ponent uni ts can be  obta ined at the O ffice 
of the Legislative Auditor of th e State of Louisiana, 1600 North Third Street, P. O . Box 
94937, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9397 or at th e follow ing adm ini strative offices: 

D istrict Attorney 
P. O . Box 279 
N apoleonville, LA 70390 

A scens ion Parish Sheriff 
P. O . Box 268 
Donaldsonville, LA 70346 

A sce nsion Parish Clerk of Court 
P. O . 192 
D onaldsonville, LA 70346 

Ascens ion Parish Assessor 
P. O . Box 544 
D onaldsonville, LA 70346 

A sce nsion Parish Court 
P. O . Box 1910 
G onzales, LA 70737 



 

~xhibit A-8 
Continued 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPO RTIN G ENT ITY (CONT INUED) 

Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender 
828 South Irm a Blvd. 
Gonzales, LA 70737 

Ascension Parish Com municalion D istrict 
P. O . Box 1000 
G onzales, LA 70707 

East A scension H ospital Service D istrict 
615 Ea st W orth R . 
G onzales, LA 70737 

W est Ascension H ospital Serv ice D istrict 
P. O . Box 186 
Donaldsonville, LA 70346 

A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
P. O . Box 6 
W hite Castle, LA 70788 

A scension Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 4 
P. O . Box 6 
W hite Castle, LA 70788 

FUND A CCO UNTING 

G overnm ental Fund Types 

General Fund - The general fund is th e general operating fu nd of the Parish. It is used to 
accoum  for all fin ancial resources exce pt th ose required  to be accounted for in another fu nd. 
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Exhibit A-8 
Continued 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

FUND ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED) 

D ebt Service Funds - Debt service funds are used to account for the accum ulation of 
resources for, and the paym ent of, general long-term  debt principal, intere st and re lated 
costs. 

Capital Projects Funds - Capital projects funds are used to account for financial resources 
to be used for the acquisition or co nstruction of major capital facilities (other than those 
financed by Proprietary Funds). 

Proprietary Fund Types 

Internal Service Fu nds - Internal Service  funds are used to account for th e financing of 
goods and se rv ice s provided by one departm ent or agency to oth er departm ents or agencies 
of th e governm ent and to other governm ent units , on a co st re im bursem ent basis. 

The proprietary fund type consists of a partial se lf-insurance program  as an  internal se rv ice 
fu nd. 

Account G roups 

Account groups are used  to establish accounting control an d acc ountability for th e Par ish's 
f'Lxed  assets and general long-term  debt. The following ar e the acc oun t groups of th e Parish: 

General Fixed Assets Account Group - This group of accounts re prese nts a sum m ary of th e 
fLxed  assets of the Parish. Capital expenditures ar e recorded  as expe nditures in the 
governm ental fu nd types at the tim e of purchase  and ar e subse quently recorded, at cost, for 
control purposes, in th e general fLxed asse ts account group. 

In accordance with generally accepted  acc ounting principles for governm ental entities, 
depre ciation is not re corded on general fLXed  assets. 

General Long-Term  D ebt Account Group - This group of acc ounts represents a summ ary  
of th e long-term debt of th e Parish. 

BASIS O F ACCO UNTING 

Basis of acc ounting refers to when re venues an d expe nditures or expe nses ar e recognized in 
th e accounts an d reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the 
tim ing of the m easurem ents m ade, re gar dless of th e m easurem ent focus applied . 

Governm ental funds are accounted for using th e m odified acc rual basis of accounting 
wherein revenues are recognized in th e accounting pe riod in which they becom e available 
and m easurable. Expe nditures are recognized in  the accounting pe riod  in which th e liability 
is in curred, if m easurable, exce pt for unm atu red interest on genera l long-term  debt which 
is recognized when due. 



 

Exhibit A-8 
Continued 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

BASIS OF ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED) 

The modified accrual basis of acc ounting as applied  to the major sources of revenue is as 
follows: 

Ad valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing (which is based on population and 
homesteads in the Parish) are recorded  in the year the taxes are assessed. Ad valorem taxes 
are as sesse d on a calendar  year basis, becom e due on N ovem ber 15th  of each year, an d 
becom e delinquent after Decem be r 31st. Th e taxes are generally collected in Decem be r of 
the current year  an d Jan uary an d February of th e following year . 

Sales taxes ar e recorded  when in the po sse ssion of the in term ed iary co llectin g agent an d ar e 
rec ognized as revenue at th at tim e. 

Fed era l an d state aid an d grants are recorded as re venue when th e Parish is entitled  to th e 
funds, generally corresponding to when grant re lated  costs are in curred  by th e Parish. 

Interest incom e on investm ents is recorded when in vestm ents m ature and incom e is received 

Proprieta ry fu nds are accounted for using the acc rual basis of acc ountin g wherein revenues 
are recognized in the accountin g period  in whi ch they are earned an d becom e m easurable 
an d expenses are recognized in the period  incurred, if m easura ble. 

BUD G ET PO LICY AND  BUD G ETARY ACCO UNTIN G 

The H om e Rule Charter for th e Parish outlines procedures for adopting a budget for fu nds 
of th e prim ary governm ent. 

No later than seventy five days prior to th e be ginning of the fiscal year, th e 
President is to subm it deta iled ope ratin g an d ca pital budgets for all fu nds. The 
budgets subm itted are to be  balan ced. 

2. Th e Parish Council m ay am end th e budget, exce pt that the debt se rvice shall not be 
red uce d be low th e am ount necessary to service th e debt nor shall a fu nd deficit be 
created. 

3. The Parish Council shall publish the budget summ ary at lea st ten days prior to 
conducting a public hearin g. 

4. Th e Parish Council is to adopt th e budget not less than thirty days be fore the 
of the applicable fisc al year 

5. Once  adopted, th e President is able to transfer part or all of an y appropriation 
w ithin a departm ent of a fu nd; however, th e auth ority for other budget am endm ents 
resides with th e Parish Council. 



 

Exhibit A-8 
Continued 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

B~ ET PO LICY AND BUDGETARY ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED) 

The budgets are to be prepared consistent w ith th e accounting m eth od used for th e applicable 
fund. At the end of each fiscal year, unexpended appropriations automatically lapse. 

Th e portion of unreserved fund balance of individual funds designated for subse quent year's 
expenditures represe nts the extent to which the fund balan ce  is used to balance th e 
subsequent year's ope rating budget of that fu nd, as re flected in th e legally adopted budget. 

Budget amounts for the Library Capital Project Fund were not prepared for 1995. 
A ccordin gly, that fu nd has be en excluded  from  the com bined statem ent of revenues, 

expe nditures and changes in fund balan ces - budget (GAAP basis) and actual (Exh ibit C) for 
th e year ended D ecem be r 31, 1995. 

CASH, CASH EQUIVALENT S, AND INVESTM ENT S 

Cash and cash equivalents for the prim ary governm ent includes th e payroll cash account, 
H U D Sec tion 8 cash account, cash for buildin g pe rm its , cash for Sales and use Tax D istrict 
2 and each in dividual fund's share of th e consolidated  cash acc ount. 

A cons olidated bank account has be en established  for th e prim ary governm ent  in to which 
substantially all m onies are deposited an d from whi ch m ost disbursem ents ar e m ade. In 
addition, investm ent purchases are cha rged and m aturities are depo sited to the consolidated 
bank account. The purpose of th e co nsolidation of bank  acc ounts was to provide adm inistra- 
tive efficiency and to m axim ize in vestm ent earnings. The accounts entitled  "Cash an d Cash 
Equivalents" and "Investm ents " ar e th erefore com po sed of a fund's pro ra ta share of th e 
cash balance in  th e cons olidated cash account plus its pro ra ta share of in vestm ents m ade 
through th e in vestm ent of excess ca sh. Each fu nd shares in  th e in vestm ent earnings 
according to its average cash, cash equivalent, and in vestm ents balan ce , prora ted am ong 
fu nds. 

Th e in vestm ent policies of th e Par ish ar e governed  by state statu te s an d an adopted Council 
Investm ent Policy th at includes depo sitory  an d custod ial contract provisions . Under th e 
provisions  of th e Council's in vestm ent policy, th e Parish Treasurer is auth orized to invest 
Parish fu nds in accordance with L.R .S. 39:1211-1245 and 33:2955 whi ch in clude, but are 
not lim ited to, U ni ted States Treasury  Bonds, Treasury N otes, Treasury  Bills, and fu lly 
collateralized  interest be arin g checking accounts and certificates of deposit. Oth er in vestm ent 
policy provisions  require depositories to insure or collatera lize all depo sits in accordan ce  
w ith state law and require securities collateralizing deposits to be  held by an  indepe ndent 
th ird party with whom th e Parish has a custod ial agreem ent. Investm ent policies of th e 
Parish discrete com ponent units can be  found in  th e individual com po nent uni t audit re ports. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

For purposes of the Statem ent of Cash Flows, cash equivalents for each fund include dem and 
depo.sit account balances, an d certificates of deposit and U .S. governm ent securities with 
original m aturities of three m onths or less. Cash equivalent po licies of the Parish's discrete 
com ponent units can be found in th e individual component unit audit reports. 

Investm ents, which in clude tim e ce rtificates of deposit an d U .S. governm ent securities with 
original m atu rities in excess of three m onths, are stated at th e lower of co st or m arket. 

SH ORT-TE RM  INTERFUND RECEIV ABLES/PAYABLES 

During the course of operations, num erous transactions  occur betwee n in dividual funds. 
These receivables and payables are classified as due from  other funds or due to other funds 
on th e balance sheet. 

INVENTORIES 

In the prim ary governm ent's governm ental fu nd type s, in ventories of supplies are recorded 
as expe nditu res at th e tim e of purchase. 

BAD DEBTS 

Uncollectible am ounts due for ad valorem  taxes and oth er receivables are recognized as bad 
debts through the use of an allowan ce acc ount or charged off at the tim e inform ation 
be com es available which would in dicate th at th e particular rece ivable is not collectible. 

FIX ED A SSETS 

Fixed  assets used in governmental fund type ope rations (general fixed assets) of the primary 
governm ent  are accounted for in  the general f'Lxed assets acc ount group, an d ar e recorded  
as expe nditu res in the governm ental fu nd type s when purchased. All fixed  assets ha ve be en 
valued at cost. 

Fixed  assets cons isting of im provements (other than buildings), such as roads, curbs and 
gutters, streets and sidewalks, drainage system s, an d lighting system s, have not be en 
capita lized. Such assets are norm ally im m ovable and of value only to th e Par ish. 
Therefore, th e purp ose of stewardship for such capita l expe nditu res is satisfied  w ithout 
recording these assets. 

N o depreciation has be en provided  on general fixed asse ts , nor has interest been capitalized . 

LO NG -TERM  DEBT 

Long-term  liabilities th at are f'manced from  governm ental fu nds are acc ounted for in the 
G eneral Long-Term  D ebt Acc ount G roup. 

Sales ta x revenue bonds are secured by sales tax revenues. Paym ent of such debt is provided 
by sales tax revenue trans ferred to the appropriate debt service fund. 

General obligation bonds ar e repaid from  prope rty taxes. These prope rty taxes are shown 
as revenues in each general obligation bond debt service fu nd. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

RESERVES AND DESIGNATIONS OF EQUITY 

Some portions of fund balance and/or retained earnings arc re served  to indicate that a 
portion of equity is legally re stricted to a specific future use and is not available for 
appropriation or expenditure. 

Advance s between fu nds which are not expected to be re paid are accounted for as transfers. 

In those cases w here repaym ent is expected, th e advan ces ar e accounted for through the 
various interfund acc ounts. 

V A CATIO N AND SICK LEAVE  

IN SURAN CE 

The prim ary governm ent is partially se lf-insured for autom obile, general, products an d 
property liability claims on the first $30,000 pe r occurrence , not to exceed $95,000 in the 
aggregate. The A sce nsion Council is also partially se lf-insured for all worker's 
compe ns ation claim s on the first $200,000 pe r occurrence , not to exce ed  $1,000,000 in the 
aggregate for a tw o year pe riod . Reinsurance  for losses in exce ss of se lf-insured am ounts 
is carried by the Ascens ion Parish Council. Estim ated losse s on claim s are charged to 
expe nse in the pe riod  in which th e loss is estim able. The A scension Parish Council utilizes 
an internal service fund to account for th e transactions re lated to these self-insurance 
program s. 

TOTAL COLUM NS ON COM BINED STATE M ENT S 

Total colum ns on th e com bined statem ents ar e captioned "M em orandum  Only" to indicate 
that th ey are presented onl y to facilitate f'mancial analysis. Data in th ese  columns do not 
present financial position or results of ope ra tions  in conform ity with generally accepted  
accounting principles. Neith er is such data com parable to a consolidation. Interfund 
elim ina tions have not been m ade in th e aggregation of this data . 
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NOTE 2 - CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

The Council m aintains a consolidated cash m anagem ent pool that is available for use by all 
funds except the Sales and U se Tax D istrict N o. 2 special revenue and debt se rvice fu nds. 
Each fu nd type's portion of th e cons olidated  cash pool and th e acc ount balance of each fund 
type with  a separate bank account are displayed  on th e combined balance sheet as "Cas h and 
Cas h Equivalents" or "Investm ents." 

Deposits 

At Dece mber 31, 1995, the carrying amount of the Council's deposits was $2,543,607 an d 
the bank balance was $3,491,654. The bank balan ce was secured by federal depo sitory 
insurance  an d collateral held by th e Council's independent third party agent in  th e Council's 
rlan le. 

Certificates of depo sit with an  original maturity of 90 days or more totalling $400,000 are 
clas sified on th e com bined balan ce sheet as "Investm ents". 

The Council's in vestm ents are insured, registered  or held in safekeeping by the Council's 
agent in th e Council's nam e. A t Decem be r 31, 1995, th e in vestm ents ar e com prised  of: 

U . S. Treasury Bills 
U . S. Treasury N otes 
Federal H om e Loan Bank N ote 

Cost 

$ 17,532,089 
7,009,756 
1.498.218 

Fair M arket 
V alue 

$ 17,813,499 
7,082,005 
1.539.360 

$ 26.434.864 

Cas h, Cash Equivalents and Investm ents Sum m ary 

The follow ing is a reconciliation of the carrying am ount of depo sits and in vestm ents to 
"Cash and Cash Equivalents" and "Investm ents " for th e Prim ary G overnm ent on th e 
com bined balance sheet. 

Cash and cash equivalents 
D eposits 
Cash on hand 
Investm entS 

Sub-total cash and cash equivalents 

Investm ents: 
D eposits 
Investm ents 

Sub-total in vestm ents 

Tota l 

27 

$ 2,143,607 
2,511 

3.999.473 

4.00,000 
22.040.590 

22,440,590 

$ 28,586~181 
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NO TE 3 - ACCO UNTS RECEIV ABLE AN D DUE FRO M  O TH ER GO VERNM ENTS 

A ccounts receivable at D ecem ber 31, 1995, were as follows 

Prim ary Governm ent 
Ad valorem  taxes 
Sales and use taxes 
Other 

Total prim ary governm ent 

Com ponent U nits 
Third-party payors 
Patient accounts receivable 
Fees, charges, an d com m issions 
Sales an d use tax 
W ater fees 
Ad valorem  
Oth er 

Subtotal 

Less allowance for doubtful accounts 

Total 

D ue from  other governm ents at Decem ber 31, 

Prim ary  Governm ent 
State of Louisiana 
State Revenue Sharing 
Severance ta x 
Departm ent of H ealth  & H ospitals 
Beer ta x 
Em ergency Preparedness 
Video Poker 
Substance Abuse 
Com m unity Service 

Total prim ary  governm ent 

Com ponent Uni ts 
State revenue sharing 
Departm ent of Social Serv ices 
Fines and forfeitures 
Oth er 

Tota l 

$ 4.818,646 
1,066,304 
233.329 

6,118,279 

11,102,628 
5,745,179 
125,407 
97,638 
28,016 
7.332 

238,532 

23,463,011 

607,849 

22~855~162 

1995, consists of th e following 

$ 468,452 
48,998 
4,387 
17,225 
7,356 
55,410 
9,749 
6,769 

628,346 

52,866 
38.939 
95,075 
20,625 
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NO TE 3 - ACCO UNTS RECEIVABLE AND DUE FRO M  OTH ER GO VERNM ENTS 
(CONTINUED) 

Balance at Jarmary 1, 1995 
Received 

$ 2,127,613 
7,420,065 
('/.575.091) 

For the year ended ~ ber 31, 1995, taxes of $4,825,466 were levied on property by the primary 
govenm~nt with assessed valuafons totaling $350,501,730 and were dedicated as follows: 

I"11 

General: 
Outside m unicipal lim its 
Inside m unicipal lim its 

East Ascension Drainage 
W est Ascension D rainage 
Lighting Districts 
Health Unit 
M ental H ealth Unit 
Library M aintenance 
Library Sinking Fund 
Council on Aging 

Per $1,000 

$ 2.86 
2.86 
5.03 
5.35 

1.00 - 5.21 
2.00 

.50 
4.22 

.70 
1.50  

Inform ation concem ing ad valorem taxes  for the Parish discretely presented component units can be 
found in the separately issued  financial statements of each compone nt unit. 

Restricted assets of the discretely presented con~ nent units at December 31, 1995, were as follows: 

Cash and cash equi~ ents 
Invesln~nts 
Due from  operafi~  accounts 
Assessments and accrued 

.
interest 

receivable 

Subtotal 

Less allowance for doubtful accounts 

Total 

$ 816,281 
7,094,133 

4,252 

78.517 /  

7,993,183 

(44,888) 
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NO TE 6 - FIXED AKSETS 

A stmmaary of c 
_

h~n~es in gem ml fixed assets for file primary gov~ cnt for the year ended 
December 31, 1995, ts as follows: 

Land and buildings 
Vehicles 

End of 
Year 

$ 17198392 $ 906,017 $ 18,104,409 
2'631'216 775

,923 3,407,139 
4'322'392  (124,616~ 4 197 776 
1 '
,
892'

,974 i34 ~S0" , 2~027~224 
1.711.724 233,586 1.945.310 

A ~  of changes in fixed assets for con~ nent units is as follows: 

District Attorney 

" 

nt 
g~ ion~ me&~k of Court 

W ater system  
Ascension-Parish W ater W orks District 4 
W ater sy stem  

SewerageD istrict No.6 
Sewer system  

Ascension Parish Communication District 
Building Im provements 

~ ~ uipmer~ 

a c cure  
.
ulated depreciation 

/~scenslon laospllal S
ervice District 

W est Ascension Hospital 
Se rvice District 

Ascension Parish W ater 
W orks D istrict 2 

Ascension Parish W ater 
W orks District 4 

Se werage District No.6 

Balance Net 
Additiol~ 
(Deletions) 

Balance 
End of 
Year 

$ 177 ,265 $ 14,707 $ 191,97 2 

2,380,156 95,799 2,475,955 

148,729 
18,350 

200,320 

41,460 
37,191 

28,56 7 

8,295,655 
4 784,083 ' 

27,345 

1,485,382 
834,476 
33,257 

366,429 

154,230 

416,039 

45,040 
5,97 3 

('7,094,133) 

(1,439,240) 

(155,236) 
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The following is a smm nmy of long-term  debt transacfiom  for the primmy go~  for the 
year ended December 31, 1995: 

Public improvem ent 
General obligation 
Ptom is~ ry notes 
Accrued vacation leave 

Beginning End of 
of Year Additions Deletions Year 

$ 15,550,000 $ 7,000,000 $ 1,035,000 
550 ,000 

161458 

800,000 
160,000 
31,099 

170,000 
37,500 

$ 21,515,000 
1,180,000 
122,500 
192.557 

Long-term  debt obligations for the prim ary govern ment at December 31, 1995, ate comprised of 
the following individual issues: 

Sales and Use Tax 

$1,825,000 serial bortls dated September 1, 1987; due in 
anmud installments of $40,000 - $190,000 through 2007; 
interest at 10% - 7.4%. $ 1,435,000 

$3,890,000 serial bo lxls dated September 1, 1989; due in 
annual installments of $70,000 - $555,000 through 2004 
interest at 12% - 6.5% . 

Total sales and use bonds 

$5 ,000,000 Drainage serial bo nds dated December 1, 1988 
due in anrmal installments of $110,000 - $485,000 
through 2008; interest at 12% - 7.2% . 

$1,110,000 Drainage serial bo nds dated December 1, 1989; 
due in annual installments of $'25,000 - $105,000 through 
2009; interest at 12% - 6.9% . 

1,300,000 

2335,000 

4,065,000 

930,000 

$5,000,000 Drainage serial bonds da ted February 1, 1990; due in 
annual installments of $110,000 - $235,000 through 2009; 
interest at 12% - 7.25% . 4,195,000 
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East Ascension Major Drainage Sales and Use Tax (Continued) 

$2,885,000 Drainage serial bonds dated Jura  1, 1993; duc in 
anrmal installme~  of $65,000 - $'265,000 through 2011; 
imerest at 12% - 6.9% 

Total drainage sales and use tax bo~Ss 

Sales Tax  Dis*ict No. 2 

$7,000,000 serial bonds dated February I, 1995; due in ammal 
installments of $490,000 - $920,000 through 2(X)5; imcrmt 
at 9% - 5.6% . 

Total public im provement bonds 

~  ~  Bonds 

$2,200,000 h'brary Dis~ict serial bonds dated July 1, 1977; 
due in anmud installments of $125,000 - $195,000 
through 1997; interest at 4.75% - 5.25% . 

Certificate of Indebtedness 

$800,000 Council on Aging C__~ ificam of indebt~lness; due 
in annual installments of $70,000 - $110,000 through  2004; 
interest at 6% . 

Total general obligation debt 

Promissory Notes 

$67,500 nomimerest bearing note due in anmml installments 
of $7,500 through 2002. 

$70,000 non-imet~  bearing note due in annual installments 
of $30,000 through  1997 and $10,000 in 1998. 

Total prom issory notes 

Total long-term  de bt 

~xlu'bit A~ 
Corshmcd 

7.000,000 

21,515,000 

380,000 

8OO OOO 

1,180,000 

52,500 

70,000 

122,500 

192 557 
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The ammal requirements to am ortize outstanding long-term debt of the primary government at 
December 31, 1995, including imerest pa ymeras of $10,982,734 are as follows: 

Public 
Im provem ent 

M aturi~ Bonds 

$ 3,072,475 
2,553,585 
2,564,028 
2,572,649 
2,592,931 
18,887.554 

Gem r~ Ce atificam 
Obligation of ~ ry 
Bo nds Irdebtedness Notes 

$ 200,094 
200,119 

$ 115,900 
116,550 
116,900 
112,100 
112,150  
460.700 

$ 37,500 
37,500 
17,500 
7,500 
7,500 
15,000 

Norm ally, debt issues are not retired prior to their m aturity. For aceou m ing ~ , imerest 
coupons issued in connection with the sale of various bond issues become obligations/expenditures 
of the Parish only with the passage of tim e, and they represent fixed and determ inable ob ligations  
which must be retired from future revermes. The following table indicates unmatured imet~  
outstanding at December 31, 1995, and the amotmts which can be  ~  to be  required in furore 
years for retiremenI of both outstanding de bts and related imerest of the gema'al long-term  debt group 
which will become due and payable over the remaining lives of the various debt issues: 

Public im provement bords 
General obligation bonds 
Certificate of indebtedness 
Prom issory notes 
Accrued vacation leave 

Totals 

Bond RestriOions 

Am ount to be  
Provided for Unm atm'ed 
General Long- Interest 
Term Debt Coupons Total 

$ 17,678,000 
164 ,638 
723,400 
122,500 
192  557 

$ 10,728,221 
20,213 
234,300 

$ 28 ,406,221 
184,851 
957,700 
122,500 
192 ,557 

Parish Sales Tax Bonds 
Und er the terms of the indenture authorizing the issuance of Public Improvement Sales Tax 
Bo nds - Series 1987, 1989, and 1995, proceeds of the 1.5% parish sales and use tax are pled ged  
and ded icated for the establishment and m aintenance of the following bo nd funds: 



F.xhibit A-8 
CoIuim~  

A Publiclmpcm,onm tSales TaxBond- Series 1987, 1989and1995 - $bddngFund to be used for 
the paymenI of the principal and imen~  on outstarding bonds as they become due and payable. 

M onthly paymer~s are to be  equal to tbe  sum  of one-sixth of inlerest fallin~z~ due on  tbe  next iraerest 
paym erd dale and one-tweLfth of pri/~ipal falling due on the next pril~ipal paym erg date. 

A Pub~ ~  Sales Tax Bond- ,.~ries 1987, 1989 and1995- Reserve Fund to be used 
solely for the purpose of paying principal and interest on bonds pa yable from fl~e Bond Sinking 
Fund, as to which there would otherwise be  default. The sum of $1,360,959 has been deposited 
therein for this requirement. 

Under the terms of the indenture authorizing the issuance of Public Impmvemera (Drainage) Bo nds - 
Series ST 1988, 1990, 1991, and 1993, proceeds of the 1/2% drainage sales and use tax are pledged 
and dedicated for the establishm ent and m airaenance of the following bond  funds: 

A Public ~  (~ ) Bond. Series ST 1989, 1990, 1991 and 1993 - Sinking Fund to 
be  used for the pa ym ent oflahe principal and interest on outstanding bo nds as  they be com e due and 
payab le. M orahly pa yments are to be  equal to the m m of one-sixth of i~ rest falling due on the 
next imerest pa ym ent date and one-twelfth of principal falling due on file next principal pa yment 
date. 

A Public lmprm,onatt (Dmbu~ ) Bond. Series ST 1989, 1990, 1991 and 1993 - Reserve Fund to 
be used solely for lhe purpose of pa ying principal and iraerest on bo nds pa yab le from  the Bo nd 
Sinking Fund, as to which there would otherwise be  de fault. The sum of $1,399,273 has be en 
deposited therein for this requirement. 

A Sinking Fund is used for the pa yment of principal and interest on indebtedness as they become 
due and payab le. M onthly pa yments are equal to the sum  of one-sixth of interest falling due on the 
next interes t payment date and one-twelfth of principal failing due on the next principal pa yment 
date. 

The Long-Term  Debt Account Group does not include Pollution Control Revetme Bond s, 
Revenue Bo nd s and Eavirolmaental Impro vement Reverme Bo nds issued und er the authority 

of the Ascension Parish Council. Obligations of the industrial districts are pa yable so lely from the 
income derived  from  the ~  districts and do not bear the full faith and credit of the Parish. 



A summary of long-term  debt obligatiom  for the compom m traits is as follows: 

Com pensated absences 
Ascension Parish Clerk of 
Compensa~  at~ences 

Ascension Parish W ater W orks District 4 
Revenue bonds 

Sewerage D istrict No. 6 
Se werage cerlificate 

$ 158,323 

23,295 

74,000 

36.834 

$ 292,452 

Exl~'bit A-8 
Conlilmed 

The Parish has a one percent sales and use tax to be levied by the Council for the lXUpose of 
finxling activities of the Parish. The Council participates in centralized sales  tax adm inistration for 
all govenm~mal units of the Parish. 

The proceeds of the tax, after paying reasom ble and necessary extm ases of adm inistration, were 
dedicated by the Caxu~il for 1995, as follows: 

1. Am ounts determined through the budget process required by the General Fund for basic 
services, and the Road and Bridge Fund for road construction and maintenance of roads. 

2. 6.67 percent to be  used for recreation and recreational facilities 

3. Debt service for long-term debt issued for renovation and expansion of the Parish jail, and road 
co nstruction and maintenance. 

Consistent with the voter approved dedication of the parish sales  and use tax, transfers from the sales 
tax fund are be ing used to .

retire Public Im pro vement Sales Tax Bonds, Series 1987, and 1989. See 
Note 7. 
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NOTE 8 - DEDICATED REVENUE (Continued) 

Extu'bit A-8 

In 1984, the voters of East Ascension Drainage District No. 1 approved a ore--half of one peavent 
sales and use tax for lhe Drainage District. The proceeds of the sales tax are dedicated to drainage 

projects, to incltde file retirement of the Public hrg~rovemera (Drainage) Bonds - Series ST 1989, 
1990, 1991, and 1993. See Note 7. 

In 1994, the voters of Ascension Parish approved a one-half of one percenl sales and use tax 

dedicated to road mairaenanee and construction (2/3 of proceeds) and fire ~  districts (1/3 
of proceeds) to include the retiremera of the Public In-gpmvemera Sales Tax Bonds, Series - 1995. 
See Note 7. 

The employee and employer coranq~ufion rate for the parochial retiremem system is 2% and 1% 
respectively, of taxable wages for each eligible employee. 

Social security contributions were approximately $334,000 for 1995 

In addition, the State of Louisiana Statutes require a portion (approximately $176,000) of the Parish's 
ad valorem  tax reverme to be deducted for various retirement sy stems. 

NOTE 10 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLE AND PAYABLE BALANCES 

The interfund balances of the prim ary govermnera at December 31, 1995, were as follows: 

lndiv 

Prim ary Governm ent 
General Fund: 
East Ascension Drainage Major Fund 
Sewerage District No. 6 
Criminal Cx)urt Fund 

Sales and Use Tax Fund 

$ 3,479 
117,278 
24,788 
4,696 
7,827 
9,632 

726,342 



NOTE 10 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLE AND PAYABLE BALANCT..S (CONTINUED) 

Special Revenue Funds: 
Road and Bridge Fund: 
Sales and Use Tax Fund 
General Fund 

East Ascension Drainage Fund 
General Faufl 

Road Lighting District: 
Sales and Use Tax Fund 

Fire Protection District No. 2 Fund: 
Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund 

Recreation District Fund: 
Sales  and Use Tax  Fund 

Sales and Use Tax  Fund: 
General Fund 
W est Ascension Drainage Fund 
Road U ghting Disu-~t Fund 
Road and Bridge Fund 
Recreation D istrict Fund 
Civic Center Fund 
Law Offi cer's Court Fund 
Road Constm ~ on Fund 
Council on Aging 
Sewer District No. 7 Fund 

Sales and Use Tax  District No. 2 Fund: 
Fire Protection District No. 2 Fund 
Road Construction Fund 
Sales  and Use Tax District No. 2 Sinking Fund 

Section 8 Fund: 
General Fund 

East Ascension Drainage Major Fund: 
Ge ne ral Fund 
East Ascension Drainage Fund 

Law Officers Court Fund: 
Sales and Use Tax  Fund 

Council on Aging: 
Sales and Use Tax Fund 

Asce nsion Parish Food Se rvice Program  
Darrow Co mm unity Center: 
Sum m er Food Fund 

Debt Service Funds: 
Sales  and Use Tax  D istrict No. 2 Sinking Fund: 
Sales  and Use Tax Dislrict No. 2 Fund 

Capital Projects Funds: 
Road Conslruction Fund 
Sales  and Use Tax Fund 
Sales  and Use Tax  District No. 2 Fund 

Total prim ary govem mera 
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$ 175,000 

63,549 

76,960 

33,406 

726,342 
18,349 
13,399 

1,103 
4,860 

7,270 
419 

48 1,494  

1,500 

81,667 

230,389 
72,253 

$ 
7,827 

4,696 
481,494 

18,349 

13,399 

175,000 
33,406 

230,389 

76,960 
72,253 

81,667 

9,632 

3,479 
63,54 9 

4,860 

7,270 
1,500 



NOTE 10 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLE AND PAYABLE BALANCES (CONTINUED) 

Cmntmnem  Unlts 
Sewer District No. 7 Fund: 
Sales and Use Tax Fund 

Crim inal Court Furd: 
~ Ihmd 

Civic C.emer Commission Fund 
Sales and Use Tax Fund 

Sewer District No. 6 Fund: 
~ Furd 

Exhibit A-8 
Comirmed 

NOTE 11 - CO M M ITM ENTS AND CO NTING ENCIES 

Various suits and claims arising in the ordinary course of operatiom  are pending against the Council. 
The majority of the cases are either covered by insurance or other deferaes; however, the ultimate 
effect of such litigation cannot be ascertained at this time. These claims consist of environmental 
issues, improper m aintenance of roads, contractmd disputes and improper right of ways. It is the 
opinion of Parish management that the ultim ate resolution of such litigation will not have a m aterial 
effect on the fim ncial position of the Parish. 

The Ascension Parish Council receives Federal and State grants for specific purposes that are albject 
to audit by the grantor agencies. Such audits could lead to requests for reimbursement to the grantor 
agency for expenditures disallowed urder terms of the gram . It is the opinion of Parish management 
that the Parish's compliance with the term s of grants will result in negligible, if any, disallowed 
costs. 

NOTE 12 - SELF INSURAN CE 

During 1990, the Council initiated a self-insured retention program (SIR) within the Internal Service 
Fund in order to deal with potential liabilities. Claim s in excess of the seff-inm ~  retention am ounts 
are covered through third-party lim ited coverage insurance policies. The Council is serf-insured with 

excess coverage in these areas: (a) worker's co~ on liability with a two-year period retention 
of $200,000 per oecameme with an aggregate cap of $1,000,000, and 0a) liability (including 
automobile, general, products and proper~y) with a $30,000 per octau-mm~ limit and annual 
aggregate limits of $95,000. 



NOTE 12 - SELF INSURANCE (CO~ ) 

Exhibit A-g 
Contilmed 

All funds of the Council participate in the ~  and make payme~  to the Imm ~  Service ~  
based on estimates of arnouras needed to pay prior- and currem - ym r ~ . During the atrrem 
year, the Council engaged an actuary to determine the required self-im m~ce reserve, including 
claim s im un~  trot not ya reported. As of lhe end of the fiscal year, it w~  ~ m rially ~  

that the ~  loss reserve was $398,290. This rt~rve relmmmts ttlx~xd losses of 
approximamly $190,000 and includes claims hx:un~  but not yet reported approximating $208,000. 

The Council chaim m  received $963 per momh and the other Council ~  received $856 each 
per morah as comtxn~ tion. The Parish President received $4,583 per month. 

NOTE 14 - SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

On Febnmry 1, 1996, the Council approved a $1,899,367 constmaion corn'.act for the Twelfth Road 
Impmvemem Project-Phase Three. 

On February 15, 1996, the Council authorized the issuance of not to exceed $14,000,000 public 
improvement refunding bonds, payable from the p~  of the 1-1/2% sales and use tax levied by 
the Parish. Proceeds from  the bortls will be used for the ~  of refim ncing debt am emly owed 
by fl~e Parish. 

PRIOR PERIOD ADJUgIWIENTS AND RESTATEM ENT OF RETAINED 

The Council has restated its 1994 financial statemems to reflect an adjustment to the Imernal Service 
Fund to record a claims reserve for its self-insured  property, liability and worker's compensation 

program. This adjustment reduced previously reported 1994 net income and retained earnings as of 
December 31, 1994 by $240,000. 

Beginning fund balance for the Clerk of Courts (a component unit) was increased by $153,183 
Also, the Ascension Parish Communication District was included as a compom m unit for 1995 
which imreased beginning fund balance by $448,063. 



 



ASSETS 

Caah and cash equivalents 
Accounts receivable, net 
Ad vetorom  taxes 
Other 
Due from other governments 
LA - State revenue sharing 
LA - Severance 
LA - Beer 
LA - Other 

Due from other funds 
Other essets 

Totat assets 

LIABILiT]ES AND FUND BALANCE 

L|AB]LLTIES 

A SCENSIO N PAR ISH  C O UN CIL 
G EN ERA L FUND  

AccOUntS payable and  accrued LiabiLities 
Accounts payable 
Accrued payroLL 

Deductions from ad vatorem taxes 
Contribution to retirement system 

Due to other governments 
Cocmlunity Services 
LA - State revenue sharing 

Due to other funds 

1oral LiabiLities 

FUND BALANCE 
Designated-subsequent year expenditures 
Undesignated 

fund bat ante 

Total LiabiLities and fund balance 

BALANCE SHEETS 

I)ecEmber 3l. 1995 and 1994 

41,137 

758,164 
94,169 

69,852 
48,998 
17,225 
93,673 
167,700 
4,340 

$ 32,963 

754,112 
74,367 

67,572 
44,297 
12,174 
75,671 
143,192 
9,549 

$ 1,295,258 $ 1,213,897 

163,963 
41,659 

25,711 

57,815 
726,342 

1,015,510 

37,295 
242,353 

279,748 

$ 1,295,25B 

Notes On Exhibit A-8 are an integral pa rt of this statement 
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$ 223,359 
31,261 

27,573 

1,368 

636,011 

919,572 

208,010 
86,315 

294,325 

$ 1,213,897 
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A SCEN SIO N PARISH  CO UNCIL 

SPECIAL R EVEN UE FUND S 

RO A D AN D BRIDG E M AINTENAN CE FUN D 

The Road and Bridge M aintenan ce Fund is used to account for m aintenan ce of Parish highways, streets, 
and bridges. Financing has been provided by the appropriation of sales taxes and entitlem ent from the 
State's Parish Transportation Fund. 

EAST AN D W EST A SCENSIO N DRAINAG E FUN DS 

The East and W est Ascension Drainage Funds are used to accoun t for the m aintenance, improvem ents, 
and repairs to the gravity drainage system s in their respective parts of the Parish. Finan cing is 
provided  prim arily by ad valorem taxes, state revenue sharing funds, and dedicated sales taxes. 

SALES AND U SE TA X DISTRICT N O S. 1 & 2 FUND S 

The Sales an d Use Tax Fun ds are used  to accoun t for the collection of a one and one-half percent sa les 
and use tax in the Parish. Th e Coun cil participates in centralized  adm inistra tion of local sa les taxes 
for the Parish. The taxes are remitted  to the appropriate funds as budgeted  by the Coun cil annually, 
or as ded icated. 

H EALTH UNIT FUN D 

Th e H ealth Unit Fun d is used to account for the operations of the Parish health un it. Finan cing is 
provided  prim arily by ad valorem taxes an d state revenue sharing. 

M ENTA L H EALTH C ENTER FUN D 

Th e M ental Health Center Fund is used to account for th at po rtion of th e operations of the Parish 
m ental health center not accounted  for by th e Departm ent of Health and Hospitals, Office of M ental 
H ealth an d Substance A buse. Finan cing is provided  by ad valorem  taxes and state revenue sharing. 

FIRE PRO TEC TIO N DISTRICT N O . 1 FUND 

Th e Fire Protection District No. 1 Fun d is used  to accoun t for the m aintenance an d operation of a fire 
protection system consisting of eight fire service units: M odeste Volun teer, Geism ar Volunteer, 
Pra irieville, Fifth District, St. Am an t, Sorrento, Seventh District Volunteer and Gonzales. In 1994, a 
ded icated sales an d use tax of one-third of one-half of one percent was approved to finan ce the District. 

REC REATIO N C O M M ISSION FUND 

The Recreation Com m ission Fund is used  to accoun t for the recreational activities for th e youth of th e 
Parish. Th e Com m ission is fun ded  prim arily by an annual budgetary dedication of six an d two-thirds 
percent of th e one-percent parish wide sales tax. 
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A SCEN SIO N PARISH CO U NCIL 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS (Continued) 

RO AD LIG H TING DISTRICT M AINTEN AN CE FU NDS 

The Road Lighting District M aintenance Funds are used to accoun t for the operations an d m aintenance 
of street lights in Districts 1 through 7. Finan cing is provided  by ad valorem taxes an d state revenue 
sharing fun ds. 

JAI L FU ND 

The Jail Fund is used to acco un t for the operation of the Parish jail 

LAW  O FFICER'S CO URT FUND 

Th e Law Officer's Court Fund is used to accoun t for the juror an d witness fees incurred in parish court 
trial cases. Fin ancing is provided  thr ough court fin es and bond forfeitures. 

SECTIO N 8 FUN D 

Th e Section 8 Fun d is used  to account for resources  granted  by th e Departm ent of Housing and Urban  
Developm ent to provide housing assistan ce to low incom e fam ilies. 

FO O D SERV IC E FUND 

Th e Food Service Fun d is used to accoun t for expenditures of th e Departm ent of Education's Sum m er 
Food Service Progra m . 

TO U RIST CENTER FUND 

Th e Tourist Center Fun d is used  to acc oun t for collection of sales taxes on hotels and m otels. Th e 
Center provides inform ation on local tourism . 

CO UNCIL O N AG ING FUND 

Th e Council on A ging Fun d is used to acco un t for collec tion of ad valorem  ta xes designated  for the 
elderly of A scension Parish. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT FAM ILIES IN NEED O F SERVICES FU ND 

Th e Judicial District Fam ilies in Need of Serv ices Fun d is used to account for the Fam ilies in N eed  
of Services Program . 

LIBRAR Y FUN D 

Th e Library Fun d is used to accoun t for th e co llec tion of a parish-wide ad valorem tax ded icated to 
the m aintenan ce of the library  system . The libra ry provides th e citizens  of the parish acc ess to library 
m aterials, books, m agazines, records, an d film s. 
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INDEPENDENT AUD ITO RS' REPO RT 

H onorable President and M em bers 
of the A scension Parish Council 

D onaldsonville, Louisiana 

W e have audited th e accom panying general purpose financial statem ents and th e com bining, 

individual fund, and account group financial statem ents of the ASCENSION PARISH CO UNCIL as 

of and for the year ended D ecem be r 31, 1995, as listed in th e table of conte nts . These f'm ancial 

statem ents are the responsibility of th e Council's m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an 

opinion on th ese fina ncial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e did not audit th e fina ncial statem ents of th e following discretely presented com po nent units : 

District Attorn ey of the Twenty-Third Judicial District 
A scension Parish Sheriff 
A scension Parish Clerk of Court 
Ascens ion Parish Assessor 
A scens ion Parish Court 
Tw enty-Third Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board 
Ascension Parish Comm unication District 
East A scension H ospital Service D istrict 
W est A scens ion H ospital Serv ice D istrict 
A sce ns ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict No. 2 
A sce ns ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict No. 4 

Th ose statem ents represent 99 % of both th e assets and re venues of th e discretely presented 

com ponent units. Th e fina ncial statem ents of th ose entities were audited by oth er auditors whose 

reports have been furn ished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to th e am ounts included for 

th ose entities, is based on th e reports of th e oth er auditors. 

W e did not audit th e fina ncial statem ents of th e A scens ion Parish Library, a blended com ponent 

unit, which statements reflect $2,565,501 and $1,459,581 of Special Revenue Funds' assets and 

revenues, respectively, $5,505,851 of general fixed assets and $30,113 of general long-term debt as 

(~] l Jt'fit,l~/Jn }hgh~:l) ~ I~al(m R<Jugc, IA 708()b ~ llusint's~: (50q) 92" 94"0 ~ Facsimile: (5(I i) 92--017q 
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A scension Parish Council 
June 6~ 1996 Page 2 

of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1995. Those financial statem ents were audited by anoth er 

auditor whose report has been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it re lates to th e am ounts 

included for the Ascension Parish Library, is based  on the re port of th e other auditor. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance  with generally accepted  auditing standards; Government 

Auditing Standards, issued  by the Com ptroller Genera l of the Uni ted States; and the provisions  of 

Office of M anagement and Budget (OM B) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Governments." 

Th ose standards and OM B Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform  the audit to obta in 

reasonable assurance about wheth er th e general purpose  financial state m ents are free of m ate rial 

m isstatem ent. An audit in cludes exam ini ng, on a test basis, evidence supporting th e am ounts an d 

disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also includes asse ssing th e accounting 

principles used and signi ficant estim ates m ade by managem ent, as well as evaluating th e overall 

general purp ose financial statem ent presentation. W e be lieve that our audit and th e repo rts of oth er 

auditors provide a reasona ble basis for our opinion. 

In our opini on, based upon our audit an d th e re po rts of other auditors, the general purpose 

fin ancial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in  all m aterial respects, th e financial po sition of 

th e ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL as of December 31, 1995, and the re sults of its ope rations an d 

th e cash flow s of its proprieta ry  fund types for th e year  th en ended  in conform ity with generally 

accepted accounting principles. Also, in our opinion, th e combining, individual fund, an d account 

group financial statem ents referred to above, present fairly, in  all m aterial re spects, th e financial 

po sition of each of the individual funds and account groups of the ASCENSION PAR ISH COUN CIL, 

at D ecem be r 31, 1995, and th e results of opera tions  of such fu nds an d th e cash flows of the in dividual 

proprietary fund type s for th e year th en ended in conf ormity with generally accepted accouming 

principles. 
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In accordance w ith G overnm ental Auditing Standards, we have also issued reports dated June 

6, 1996 on our cons ideration of the Ascension Parish Council's internal control structure and on its 

com pliance w ith  laws and regulations. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 6, 1996 

Certified Public Accounta nts 



ASSETS 

ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

ALL FUND TYPES, ACCOUNT GROUPS 
AND DISCRETELY PRF~ F~NTED COM PONENT UNITS 

COM BINED BALAN CE SH EET 

December 31. 1995 

G~ r8 

Cash and cash equivaLents 
Investments 
AcccxJnts receivab(e, net 
Due froth other goverr~ents 
Due from other funds 
Inventory 
Restricted assets 
Othe~ assets 
Prepa id insurance 
Fixed assets 
/Vnoc~t available in debt service funds 
Ar~ u~t to be provided for retirerrent of 
general Long-term debt 

lota) assets 

LIAEILITIES 

~c~o~nts payable ar~ accrued liabilities 
Contracts payable 
Contribution to retirement syste~ 
Due to Other governments 
Due  to other funds 
Due  to taxing bodies 
Payable from restricted assets 
Unsettled de posits 

CLair ha reserve 

Iotal liabilities 

:U~P E~UITY 

Investme nt in genera( 
fixed  assets 

Contributed  capital 
Customers 
Tedera~ grants 

Retained earnings 
Reserved - po tential claims 
Reserved  " revenue bonds 
Reserw~d " replacements 
Un~eserved 

FUnc l balances 
Reserved for inventory 
~eserved  for self-insurance 
Reserved  for de bt service 
Designated -aLl.Sequent year expenditures 
Undesignated  

tal fund e~Jfty 

al [iabfttties and fund equity 

41,137 $ 

852,333 
229 748 
167:700 

Debt 
Servi ce 

l 258 465 
3,5~6:441 
199,125 

81,667 

Capital 
Projects 

$ 

$ 1,295,258 $ 18,569,142 $ 4,135,698 $ 12,231,9~7 

205,642 

25,7il 
57 815 
726:342 

1,015,510 

Z79,748 

1,951,254 

16,617.B~8 

$ 

6,736 

6,736 

3 602.4~2 '
526,480 

4,128,962 

1,269,5~  

I0,962,351 

$ I,Z95,Zb8 ~ 1B,569,142 $ &,135,698 $ 12,231,937 

Notes on Exhibit A-B are on integral part of this statement 
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Interna[ Genera[ 
Service Fixed Assets 

$ 241,970 $ 
1 061 276 ' '

248 

272,793 

Totats 
General (Memorandum On[y) 

Long-term Debt Primary Government 

29,681,858 

$ 

4,128,962 

18,881,095 

47,063 
272,793 

29,681,858 
4,128,962 

18,881,095 

$ 436 

207 
162 
454 
948 

Totats 
(Nemorandum Onty) 
Reporting Entity 

824 $ 
947 
883 
505 
813 
546 
295 
190 
551 
925 

16 
31 
22 

2 

7 

4~ 

582,415 
701 537 
B55~162 8
15,851 
318,473 
454 546 
948~295 
350,253 
275,344 
488,783 
128,962 

23,295 18,904,390 

$ 1,576,287 $ 29,681,858 ~ 23,010,057 $ 90,500,237 $ 56,343,774 $ 146,844,011 

$ 9,950 $ 

423,290 

433,240 

1,143,047 

1,143,047 

29,681,858 

29,681,858 

23,010,057 

23,010,057 

23,010,057 
423,290 

27,686,383 

29,681,858 

1,143,047 

3,602,482 
7 247 582 
21:m :~s 

62,813,854 

$ 

8,610,296 

6,085 
730,092 

14,400 
4,971,648 

47,733,478 

36,296,679 

110,547,332 

$ 1,576,287 $ 29,681,858 $ 23,010,057 $ 90,500o237 $ 56,343,774 $ 146,844,011 

Exhibit A 



A SC EN SIO N PARISH C O UN C IL 

ALL GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPES AND DISCRETELY PRESENTED COM PONENT UNITS 
COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITUR ES 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALAN CES  

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Licenses end permits 
Intergoverrl~ ntaL 
Charges for services 
Fine s and  forfeitures 
Miscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Genera[ government 
PubLic safety 
Pub Lic works 
Health and  welfare 
Culture and  recreation 
Intergoverrlnenta[ 
Debt service 
Capital projects 

lotat expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1995 

Genera 

$ 

Spe ciBt 
Rever e 

856,476 S 
97"5,770 

1,040,070 

16,809 

2,887,125 

2,741,056 
353,817 

298,562 
26,646 

7,500 

3,427,581 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expe nd itures (540,456) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Proceeds fro(n long-term debt 
Operating transfers in 
Operating transfers out 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expe nd itures and  other sources (uses) 

Fund balances at beginning of year 

Residual equity transfer 

60,000 
1,355,150 
(914,059) 

501,091 

Debt 
Service 

17,966,599 $ 

1,753,965 
55,478 
58,847 
753,196 

20,608,085 

12,023,886 

8,584,199 

100,000 
4,659,287 

(11,826,171) 

(7,066,884) 

C~pital 
Projects 

199,355 $ 

192,988 

392,343 

6,736 

10,400 

2,594,194 

2,611,330 

(2,218,987) 

715,525 
3,110,884 
(360,303) 

3,466,106 

17,857 
10,050 

492,616 

520,523 

217,825 

. 

6,515,543 

6,733,368 

(6,212,845) 

7,100,000 
3,959,611 
(56,899) 

(39,365) 1,517,315 1,247,119 4,789,867 

294,325 15,100,573 2,881,843 6,172,484 

24,788 

Fund ba tances at end of year $ 279,74B $ 16,617,888 $ 4,128,962 $ 10,962,351 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are on integral pe rt of this statement 
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Totals 
(Memorandum Onty) 
prinmry Government 

Component 
Units 

Totats 
(Memorandum Onty) 
Reporting Entity 

4 23 

4 
3 

1 

3,46,603 
973,770 
450,622 
505,801 
853,819 
705,562 

24,408,076 10,428,101 34,836,177 

3,489,366 
5,871,615 

24,90B 

24,796,165 9,385,88 9 34,182,054 

(388,089) 654.123 

7,975,525 
13,084,932 72,500 
(13,157,432) 

7,975,525 
13,157,432 
(13,157,432) 

7,903,025 72,500 7,975,525 

7,514,936 

24,449,225 

8,629,648 

4,632,301 29,081,526 

24,788 (24,788) 

31,988,949 $ 5,722,225 $ 

Exhibit A-I 



A SC EN SIO N PAR ISH CO UN CIL 

G ENERA L, SPECIA L REVENU E, DEBT SERVICE AND 
CERTAIN CAP/TAL PROJECTS FUND TYPES 

COM BLNED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AN D CHANGES  IN  
FUND BALAN CES --  BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Licenses and permits 
lntergovernt~entat 
Charges for services 
Fines and  forfeitures 
HiscetLaneous 

TOtB[ reYe~ s 

EXPENDITURES 
Genera[ government 
PubLic safety 
Pub Lic works 
health and  we/fare 
Culture and recreation 
]ntergoverrlmentaL 
Debt service 
Capita| projects 

Total expe nditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1995 

Genera 

Budget Actua 

$ 848,000 
1,003,800 
1,022,050 

16.500 

$ 856,476 
973,770 

1,040,070 

16,809 

Variance 
FavorabLe 

(UnfavorabLe) Budget Actua 

657,260 

831,892 
52,000 
52,000 
787,004 

Variance - 
FavorabLe 

(UnfavorabLe) 

2,890,350 2,887,125 (3,225) 20,380,156 20,608,085 EZ7,929 

2,732,015 
355,800 

380,550 
27,300 

2,741,056 
353,817 

298,562 
26,666 

7,500 

(9,041 
1,983 

81,988 
654 

(7,500 

25 
9 

415 
142 
516 
5 

(30 

004 
621 
458 
022 
026 
394 
000 

3,495,665 3,427,581 68,084 13,107,411 12,023,886 1,083,525 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expend itures (605,315) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Proceeds from Long-term debt 
Operating transfers in 
Operating transfers out 

1,355,150 
(926,205) 

(540,456) 

60,000 
1,355,150 
(914,059) 

64,859 

60,000 

12,146 

7,272,745 

4,653,517 
(11,725,550) 

8,584,199 

100,000 
4,659,287 

(11,826,171) 

1,311,454 

100,000 
5,770 

(100,621) 

Total other financing sources (uses) 428,945 501,091 72,146 (7,072,033) (7,066,884) 5,149 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expend itures and  other sources (uses) (176,370) 

Fund balances at beginning of year 

ResidUaL equity transfer from 
Crimirat Court Fund 

294,325 

24,788 

(39,365) 

294,325 

24.788 

137,005 200,712 1,517,315 

15,100,573 15,100,573 

1,316,603 

Fund ba lanc es at end of year $ 142,743 $ 279,748 $ 137,055 $ 15,301,285 $ 16,617,888 $ 1,316,603 

Notes on Exhibit A~  are an integral part of this statement 
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Debt 
Service 

Capita[ 
Projects 

Budget Actua 

Variance - 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) Budget Actua 

Variance - 
Favorabte 

(Unfavorabte) 

$ 198,000 $ 199,355 $ 

198,600 192,988 

1,355 $ 

(5,612) 

$ 

. 

9,700 

536.120 

$ 

17,857 
10,050 

492,616 

17,857 
350 

43,504 

396,600 392,343 (4,257) 545,820 520,523 (25,297) 

7,225 

10,400 

2,594,59D 

6,736 

10,400 

2,594,194 

2,611,330 

489 

396 

275,300 

7,589,050 

7,8~,,330 

217,825 

6,515,543 

6,733,368 

57,475 

1,0"/3,487 

1,130,962 

(2,215,615) (2,218,987) (3,372) (7,318,510) (6,212,845) 1,105,665 

715,525 
3,110,950 
(535,0D0) 

715,525 
3,110,884 
(360,303) 

- 7,100,000 7,100,000 
(66) 3,882,000 3,959,611 

174,697 (56,562) (56,899) 
77,611 
(337) 

3,291,475 3,666,106 174,631 10,925,438 11,002,712 77,274 

1,075,860 1,247,119 171,259 3,606,928 4,789,867 1,182,938 

2,881,843 2,881,843 6,17'2,31D 6,17'2,484 174 

$ 3,957,703 $ 4,128,962 $ 171,259 $ 9,779,238 $ I0,962,351 $ 1,183,112 



A SCEN SIO N PAR ISH CO UN CIL 

COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES  
AN D CH AN GES IN RETAINED EARNING S 

ALL PROPRIETARY FUND TYPES  AND DISCRE TELY PRESENT ED COM PONENT UNITS 

OPEP.AT I ~G REVENUES 
Charges for services 
Patient revenue, net 
Insurance premiums 
Interest, net 
MiNcer t aneous 

Total operating revenues 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
Cost of water 
Depreciation 
Maintenance 
Professional services 
Management fees 
Bad debts 
Insurance premiun~ 
Insurance claims 
Miscellaneous 
Hospitals 

~otaL operating expenses 

Operating income 

NO~OPERkTING REVENUES (EXPENSES) 
Taxes 
Assessments 
Interest, net 
Grants 
Miscellaneous 
Other 
Debt service 

Total nonoperating 
(expenses) 

Net income (toss) 

For the year ended December 31, 1995 

$ 

nterna[ 
Service 

Totals 
Component (Memorandum Only) 
Units 1995 

$ 243,460 $ 243,460 
- 42,560,686 42,560,686 

621,590 623,590 
69,018 - 69,018 

106,764 106,764 

690,608 

51,002 

243,844 
408.067 

702,913 

(12,305) 

(12,305) 

Retair~d eBrnings at beginning of year 1,155,352 

42,910,910 

103,662 
744,074 
34,226 
9,511 
45,276 
54,684 

14,573 
35,417,750 

36,4Z3,756 

6,487,154 

1,397,926 

7,885,080 

30,616,07B 

43,601,518 

103,662 
744,074 
34,226 
60,513 
45,276 
54,684 
243,844 
408,067 
14,573 

35,417,750 

37,126,669 

6,474,849 

1,597,926 

7,872,775 

31,771,430 

Retained earnings at end of year $ 1,143,047 $ 38,501,158 $ 39,644,205 

Notes on Exhibit A~  are an integrat part of this statement 
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ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

Exhibit &:~ 

ALL PROPRIETARY FUND TYPES AND DISCRETELY PRESENTED COM PONENT UNITS 
COM BINED STATE M ENT OF CASH FLOW S 

For the year ended December 31. 1995 

CASH FLOW  FROM OPERATING 
ACT~'ITIF~ 
Net income 
Adjustments to net income: 
Depreciation 
Loss on disposition of assets 
Provision for bad debts 
Change in operating assets and liabilities: 
Accounts receivable 
Prepaid insurance 
Assessments receivable and related interest 
Other assets 
Inventory 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 
Due to other funds 
Claims reserve 
Payables from restricted assets 
Bond interest payable 
De ferred revenues 

Net cash provided by (used by) 
operating activities 

CAS H FLOW  FR OM  INVESTING 
ACTIVITIES 

(Increase) decrea se in investments 

CASH FLO W  FROM  NON-CAPn 'AL 
FINANCING ACTIVITIES 

Sewerage certificates retired 

CASH FLOW S FROM  CAPITAL AND 
RELATED FINANCING ACTIVITIES 

Acquisition of capital assets 
Payment on long term debt 
Cash from sale of ca pital assets 
Captial contributed by customer 

Net ca sh used for ca pital and related 
financing activities 

Increa se in cash 

CASH 
Beginning of pe riod 

End  of pe riod 

Internal 
Service 

Compo nent 
Units 

Totals 
1995 

(12,305) $ 7,885,080 $ 7,872,775 

741 
(105,775) 

(70,583) 
(310) 

183.290 

191.007 

186,065 

55.905 

744,074 
15,688 

1,429,340 

(1,434,748) 
(242) 

37.734 
105,253 
(12,351) 

1,032,546 
(1,445) 

672 
(1,347) 
(36,715) 

744 ,074 
15,688 

1.429.340 

(1,434,007) 
(106,017) 
37,734 
105,253 
(12,351) 
961,963 
(1,755) 
183,290 

672 
(1,347) 
(36,715) 

9,763,539 9,758,597 

(36,835) (36,835) 

(232,512) 
(837,333) 
13,000 
2.415 

(1,054,430) 

(232,512) 
(837,333) 
13,000 
2.415 

(1,054,430) 

4,404,727 4,590,792 

1,238,280 1,294,185 

241,970 $ 5,643,007 $ 5,884,977 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 
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ASSE]S 

ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

ALL DISCRETELY PRESENTED COM PONENT UNITS 
COM BINING BALANCE SHEET 

Cash end cash equivalents 
Investments 
Accounts receivable, net 
Due from other governments 
Due from other funds 
Inventory 
Restricted assets 
Other assets 
Prepaid insurance 
Fixed assets 
Amount to be provided for retire 
Inent of SOnlpensated  absences 

Tote| assets 

LIABILU IEB 

District 
Attorney 

65,576 
93,133 
1,694 
76,641 

134 

191,972 

Deccmbcr 31. 1995 

Clerk Parish 
Sheriff(3) of Court(3) Asse;sor (1) ~.ourt(3) 

$ 3,661,973 

197,796 

6,065 
778,385 

2,475,955 

$ 531,766 $ 4 
1,350,000 

77,287 

153,183 

385,672 

23,295 

50,739 $ 

13,148 
52,866 

84,314 

44,012 $ 

3,424 
22,405 

29,809 

ind igent 
Defender 
Board (1) 

40,886 

31,854 

$ 429,150 $ 7,120,194 $ 2,521,203 $ 601,067 $ 99,650 $ 72,740 

Accounts payable and  accrued 
tiabitities $ 

Due to other funds 
Due to taxing bodies 
Payable from restricted assets 
Unsettled  deposits 
Long-term pa yables 

Total Liabilities 

FUND BALANCE 
Investment in genera 
fixed  assets 

Contril:xJted  capital 
Customers 
Federat grants 

Retained earnings 
Reserved  - revenue bond s 
Reserved - replacements 
Unreserved  

Fund bs  lance 
Reserved  for inventory 
Reserved  for self-insurance 
Designated -subsequent year 
expend itures 
Undesignated 

Tote[ fund balances 

96,458 $ 106,428 $ 17,224 $ 
- 153,183 

643,765 

1,285,826 
158,323 23,295 

96,458 

191,972 

140,720 

332,692 

908,536 

2,475,955 

6,085 
730,092 

2,999,526 

6,211,658 

1,479,528 

385,672 

656,003 

1,041,675 

14,306 $ 

14,306 

84,314 

502,447 

586,761 

596 $ 

29,809 

69,245 

99,054 

6,610 

6,610 

66,130 

lota( Liabilities and  fund bs tances 429,150 $ 7,120,194 $ 2,521,203 $ 601,067 $ 99,650 $ 72,740 

(I) For the year end ed December 31, 1994 
(2) For the year ended March 31, 1995 
(3) For the year ended June 30, 1995 
(4) For the year end ed  August 31, 1995 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral pa rt of this stater~ent 



Crlmin, e 
Court 

- $ 
54,159 

23,739 

Civic Cormunication 
Center District 

- $ 
5 

3,860 

36,761 
459,795 
31,632 

65,158 

East West 
Ascension Ascension 
Hospitat (2) Hospital (4) 

$ 5,154,273 
3,305,195 
15,585,008 

251,233 
3,968,967 
788,415 

106 

68 

849 

512 

604 
~ 

179 

Waterworks Waterworks r~=werage 
No. 2 NO. 4 (4) D|strict No. 6 Totals 

$ 195,002 $ 

17,568 

11,801 

1,070 
213,336 

4,603 $ - $ 10,436,824 
L~9,693 9,260,947 

10,666 6,385 16,736,883 
- 207,505 

9,630 162,813 
- 454,546 

30,347 33,629 7,948,295 
1,360 303,190 
1,481 - 2,551 
75,367 250,696 10,806,925 

23,295 

$ 77,898 $ 3,865 $ 593,346 $ 37,899,117 $ 6,032,910 $ 438,777 $ 123,824 $ 330,033 $ 56,343,7'74 

$ 29,164 $ 
24,788 

1,774 $ 
1,103 

1,145 $ 5,380,625 $ 128,009 $ 

222,339 

9,229 $ 

10,044 

7,919 $ 8,931 $ 5,808 
127,327 306 

- 643 
2,990 38,041 51 

1,285 
74,000 36,834 514 

418 
401 
785 
075 
626 
791 

53,952 2,877 1,145 5,380,625 350,348 19,273 84,909 B,610,296 

~ 

13,300 

10,646 

65,158 

32,518,492 

1,100 

(112) 527,043 

5,682,562 

35,685 
175,500 

208,319 

20,030 
46.000 

21,136 
6,914 

(55,165) 118,900 

3,232,880 

55,715 
221,500 

21,136 
6,914 

38,473,108 

6,085 
730,092 
14,400 

4,971,648 

23,946 988 592,201 32,518,492 5,682,562 419,504 36,915 118,900 47,733,478 

77,896 $ 3,865 $ 593,346 $ 37,899,117 $ 6,032,910 $ 438,777 ~ 123,824 $ 330,033 $ 56,343,774 



A SCEN SIO N PARISH C O UN CIL 

ALL DISCRETELY PRESENTED GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE COM PONENT UNITS 
CO M BIN ING STATEM ENT O F REVEN UES, EXPENDITU RES 

AND CHANG ES IN FUND BALANCES  

REVENUES 
TBxes 
Intergovem mente[ 
Charges for services 
Fines and forfeitures 
Misce[[aneous 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Other 
Generat government 
Judiciet - Parish Court 
Judicial - District Attorney 
Jud icial - Clerk of Court 
Sheriff 
Cutture and  recreation 

~otai expend itures 

For the year ended December 31, 1995 

District 
Attorne y Sheriff(3) 

Clerk 
of Court (3) Assessor (1) 

Parish 
COUrt(5) 

- $ 
450,012 
411,216 

8,024 

$ 

I, 194,478 

48,160 

- $ 
604,884 

19,379 
126,133 
1,059 

869,252 6,634,515 1,242,638 624,263 127,192 

813,776 

813,776 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expe nd itures 55,476 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfer in 

Genera[ Fund 
Recreation Fund 

Tote[ other financing sou rces (uses) 

Excess (de ficiency) of revenues over 
expe nd itures and  other sources (uses) 55,476 

FLJ"<I batences at ~ gi~ ing 
of year (restated) 

Residual equity transfer to Genera[ Fund  

85,244 

5,871,615 

5,871,615 

762,900 

762,900 

2,972,803 

1,239,973 

1,239,973 

2,665 

653,338 

534,367 

534,387 

89,876 

89,876 

412,571 

95,069 

95,069 

32,123 

32,123 

37,122 

Fund batances at end  of year 140,720 $ 3,735,703 $ 656,003 $ 502,447 $ 69,245 

(1) For the year ended December 31, 1994 
(2) For the year ended March 31, 1995 
(3) For the year ended June 30, 1995 
(4) For the ye ar ended August 31, 1995 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an tntegrat pe rt of this statement 
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Indigent 
Defender 
Board (1) 

$ 

317,729 

317,729 

269.816 

269,816 

47.913 

47.913 

18,217 

Crimina 
Court 

$ 

351,110 
9,015 

360,125 

379.732 

379,732 

(19,607) 

67,500 

67,500 

47,893 

841 

(24.768) 

Civic 
Center 

- $ 
5,000 
11,545 

249 

16,794 

24,908 

(8,114) 

5,000 

(3,114) 

4,102 

communication 
District Totals 

$ 

215,367 

20,226 

235,593 

156,613 

156,613 

78,980 

78,980 

440,063 

10,428,101 

156,613 
183,935 
95,069 
813,776 
239,973 
871,615 
24,908 

9,385,889 

1,042,212 

67,500 
5,000 

72,500 

1,114,712 

4,632,301 

(24,788) 

$ 66,130 $ 23,946 $ 988 $ 527,043 $ 5,722,225 
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ASCENSION PARISH COUN CIL 

NO TES TO FINAN CIAL STATE M ENTS 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING PO LICIES 

STATE M ENT PRESENTATIO N 

The Ascension Parish Council (the Council) is the governing authority for Ascension Parish 
(the Parish) and is a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana. Th e Council, under the 
provisions  of th e A scens ion Parish H om e Rule Charter, which was effective January 1, 
1994, ena cts ordinances, sets policy an d establishes program s in such fields as social 
w elfare, trans po rtation, drainage, public safety, and health se rvice s. 

The accom panying financial statem ents conform , exce pt where oth erwise noted, to generally 
acc epted acc ounting principles (GAAP) applicable to government units. 

RE PO RTIN G ENT ITY 

The fina ncial reporting entity consists of (1) the primary government (all funds under the 
auspices of the Parish President an d the Ascens ion Parish Council), (2) organizations for 
which the primary government is fina ncially accountable, an d (3) other organizations for 
which the na ture and significance of their relations hip with th e prim ary  governm ent are such 
that exclusion w ould cause th e reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or 
incom plete. 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14. the Financial 
Reporting Entity, esta blished criteria for determ ining which com ponent units should be 
cons idered part of the Parish of A scens ion for fina ncial reporting purposes. Th e basic 
criteria are as follows: 

o Legal statu s of th e potential com ponent uni t in cluding th e right to incur its own debt, 
levy its ow n taxes and charges, expropriate property in  its own nam e, sue and be  
sued, and th e right to buy, sell and lease property in its own nam e. 

o W hether the Parish governing authority (Ascens ion Parish Council and/or Parish 
President) appoints a majority of board members of the potential component unit. 

o Fiscal interdependency be tween the Par ish and th e potential com ponent unit 

o Im position of w ill by th e Parish on th e potential com ponent uni t 

o Fina ncial be nefit/burden relations hip between th e Parish and the po tential com ponent 
unit. 

Based on th e previous criteria, Ascens ion Parish m ana gem ent has in cluded th e following 
com ponent units in th e financial reporting entity. 



 

Exhibit A-8 
Continued 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPO RTIN G ENT ITY (CONT INUED) 

Blended Com ponent Units 

The follow ing com ponent units are repo rted as part of the prim ary governm ent in th e 
General Purpose Financial Statem ents of th e Parish of Ascension. 

East and W est A scension D rainage D istricts N o. 1 

The Ea st and W est Ascens ion Drainage Districts provide m aintenance, im provem ents, and 
repairs to th e gravity dra inage system s in their respective parts of th e Parish. Financing 
is provided  prim arily by ad valore m  taxes, state re venue sharing funds, an d ded icated  sales 
taxes. Th e fiscal year for th e Districts is th e calendar year . 

Health U ni t 

Th e Health Unit operates th e Parish Health Uni t. Financing is provided  prim arily by ad 
valorem ta xes and state revenue sharing. The fiscal year for th e H ealth  U ni t is th e 
calendar year. 

M ental Health Center 

Th e M enta l H ealth Center provides th at po rtion of th e ope ra tions  of th e Parish m ental 
health  center not provided by th e Deparmaent of H ealth  an d Hum an Resources, Office of 
M ental Health  an d Substa nce Abuse. Financin g is provided  by ad valorem  taxes and state 
revenue sharing. The fiscal year  for th e Center is th e calendar year. 

Fire Protection D istrict N o. 2 

The Fire Protection District No. 2 offers m aintenance and operation of a fire protection 
system  consisting of 8 fire service  uni ts: M odeste Volunteer, Ge ism ar Volunteer, 
Prairieville, Fifth D istrict, St. Am ant, Sorrento, Seventh  D istrict Volunteer and G onzales. 
Financing is provided prim arily by appropriations  of sales and use tax fu nds which ar e 
distributed am ong th e service  units. The fiscal year for th e D istrict is th e calendar year . 

Recreation Comm ission 

Th e Center provides inform ation on local 
on hotels and m otels. Th e fiscal year for 

tourism . Th e Tourist Center collects sales taxes 
th e Center is th e ca lendar year . 

A sce ns ion Parish Library 

Th e Library provides citizens  of th e Parish access to library m aterials, books, m agazines, 
records, and film s. It is used to account for th e collection of a parish-w ide ad valorem 
ta x dedicated to th e m aintenance of th e library  system . The fiscal year for th e Library is 
th e calendar year. 
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Continucd 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPO RTING ENT ITY (CONT INUED) 

Discrete Com ponent Units 

The majority of funding for the following state constitutionally defined parish offi cials is 
included in th e Parish general fu nd. Th ese officials, however, have certain statutorily 
defined sources of funds for th eir own operating and/or capital budget discretion. These 
fu nds ha ve been discretely presented in the Parish Genera l Purpose Financial Report. 

District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District (for the year ended  December 31 
1995) 

Twenty-Th ird Judicial District Indigent Defender Board (for the year ended  Dece mber 31 
1994) 

The following agencies ar e also reported in the component units columns of the Genera l 
Purpose Financial Statem ents: 

A scension Parish Sheriff 

The Sheriff is an elected official as provided for in th e State Cons titution. Th e Sheriff of 
Ascens ion Parish is a legally separate entity . Th e Parish provides funding for the Sheriff's 
facilities and equipment including the correctiona l institution (Ascens ion Parish Prison). 
The Sheriff's financial statem ents for th e year ended  June 30, 1995, are included in th is 
report. 

Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 

The Ascension Parish Clerk of Court is a legally separate parish entity established by the 
state cons titution. Th e Parish governing authority (Ascension Parish Council) is required 
by statu te to fund certain equipm ent, facilities, an d binding of pe rm anent records in the 
office of th e Clerk of Court. Th e Clerk's office  provides its own opera ting budget fu nds 
from fees and charges. Th e Clerk of Court's financial statem ents for th e year ended June 
30, 1995, are presented in th is report. 

A scension Parish A ssessor 

The Parish A ssessor is an elected official provided  for by th e Louisiana State Cons titu tion. 
Th e A ssessor is a legally separate entity th at levies its ow n prope rty tax. Fiscal 
interdependency exists be tween th e Parish an d th e Assessor only in th e sense th at th e 
Par ish is required by state statu te to provide th e Assessor office facilities. Th e Assessor's 
financial statem ents for th e year ended Dece m ber 31, 1994, are presented in th is report. 

Ascension Parish Comm unication D istrict 

Th e Comm unication D istrict is a legally separate entity. Th e Parish appo ints all m embers 
to th e D istrict's Board of Com m issioners. The D istrict's financial statem ents for th e year 
ended D ecem ber 31, 1995, are presented in th is report. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPORTIN G ENT ITY (CONT INUED) 

Parish Court for the Parish of A scension Judicial Expense Fund 

The Parish Court for the Par ish of Ascens ion Judicial Expe nse Fund is a legally separate 
entity established under state statutes. Th e Parish Court's financial statem ents for the year 
ended June 30, 1995, ar e presented in this report. 

Sewerage D istrict N o. 6 of A scens ion Parish 

Th e Sewerage District is a legally separate entity . The Parish provides fund ing to the 
district as w ell as approves its budget, and approves or m odifies its rates. Additionally, 
while not legally obligated for fu ndin g th e D istrict's long-term  debt, the Parish has assum ed 
respons ibility for se rving the debt issued by th e District. 

Related O rganizations 

Th e follow ing entities were established pursuant to state statu tes for various public purposes 
w ith in A scens ion Parish. Th e Council appoints th e boar d m em bers of each respective 
agency. Each agency is fiscally in dependent from  th e Parish, issues its debt, approves its 
budgets, and sets its rates and charges. Th e primary government ha s no authority to remove 
board m em bers, designa te m ana gem ent, or approve or m od ify rates. Th e Parish is not 
obligated for the debt issues of th ese agencies. Each of th ese  com ponent units is listed 
below along w ith its fiscal year end. 

Ea st A scens ion H ospital Serv ice D istrict 
W est A scens ion H ospital Service D istrict 
A scension Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks  D istrict N o. 4 

M arch 31, 1995 
August 31, 1995 
D ece m ber 31, 1995 
August 31, 1995 

Com plete fina ncial statem ents of the Parish com ponent units can  be  obtain ed  at the Office 
of the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana , 1600 N orth Th ird Street, P. O . Box 
94937, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9397 or at th e follow ing adm inistrative offices: 

D istrict Attorney 
P. O . Box 279 
N apoleonville, LA 70390 

A scens ion Parish Sheriff 
P. O . Box 268 
D onaldsonville, LA 70346 

A scension Parish Clerk of Court 
P. O . 192 
D ona ldsonville, LA 70346 

A scens ion Parish A ssessor 
P. O . Box 544 
D ona ldsonville, LA 70346 

A sce ns ion Parish Court 
P. O . Box 1910 
G onzales, LA 70737 



NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPORTING ENTITY (CONT INUED) 

Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender 
828 South Irm a Blvd. 
G onzales, LA 70737 

A scension Parish Com m unication D istrict 
P. O . Box 1000 
Gonzales, LA 70707 

East Ascens ion Hospital Service D istrict 
615 Ea st W orth R . 
Gonzales, LA 70737 

W est A scens ion Hospital Service Districl 
P. O . Box 186 
D onaldsonville, LA 70346 

A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
P. O . Box 6 
W hite Castle. LA 70788 

A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict No. 4 
P. O . Box 6 
W hite Castle, LA 70788 

FUN D A CCO UNT IN G 

G overnm ental Fund Types 

G overnm ental funds are those through which m ost governm ental functions  of the Parish are 
financed. Th e acquisition, use, and balances of expendable fina ncial resources and related 
liabilities of th e Parish are accounted for through governm ental funds. M easurem ent is 
focused  upon determ ini ng changes in financial position, rath er than net in com e. The 
following are the governmental fu nd types of the Parish: 

G eneral Fund - The general fu nd is th e general ope rating fund of th e Parish. It is used to 
account for all fina ncial resources except th ose required  to be accounted for in anoth er fund. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

FUND ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED) 

D ebt Service Funds - Debt service funds are used to account for the accum ulation of 
resource s for, and the paym ent of, general long-term  debt principal, interest and re lated 
costs. 

Capital Projects Fu nds - Capital projects funds are used to account for financial resources 
to be used for the acquisition or construction of major capital facilities (other than those 
financed by Proprietary Funds). 

Proprietary Fund Types 

Internal Serv ice Funds - Internal Service funds are used to acc ount for the financing of 
goods and services provided by one departm ent or agency to oth er departm ents or agencies 
of th e governm ent and to oth er governm ent units, on a cost re im bursem ent basis. 

The proprietary fu nd type consists of a partial se lf-insurance program as an internal se rv ice 
fund. 

Account G roups 

Account groups are used to establish acc ounting control and acc ountability for th e Parish's 
fLXed  assets and general long-term  debt. The following are th e acc oun t groups of th e Parish: 

General Fixed Assets Account Group - This group of accounts re prese nts a sum m ary  of th e 
fixed assets of th e Parish. Capital expenditures ar e recorded  as expe nditures in th e 
governmental fund ty pe s at th e tim e of purchase and are subsequently rec orded, at cost, for 
control purposes, in th e general fixed  assets account group. 

In accordance with generally accepted  acc ounting principles for governm ental entities, 
depreciation is not recorded on general fixed assets . 

General Long.Term D ebt Account Group - Th is group of acc ounts re presents a summ ary 
of th e long-term  debt of th e Parish. 

BASIS O F ACCO UNTIN G 

Basis of acc ounting refers to when revenues and expe nditures or expe nses ar e rec ognized in 
th e accounts an d reported in th e financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the 
tim ing of th e m easurem ents m ade, re gar dless of th e m easurem ent focus applied. 

G overnm ental fu nds are acc ounted  for using th e m odified acc rual basis of accounting 
wherein revenues are recognized in th e accounting period in which th ey becom e available 
and m easurable. Expe nditu res are rec ognized in th e acc ounting pe riod  in which th e liability 
is incurred, if m easurable, except for unm atu red intere st on general long-term  debt which 
is recognized when due. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

BASIS OF ACCOUNTIN G (CONTINUED) 

The modified accrual basis of accounting as applied to the major sources of revenue is as 
follows: 

Ad valorem taxes and the related  state revenue sharing (which is based on population and 
homesteads in the Parish) are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed. Ad valorem taxes 
are asse ssed on a calendar year basis, becom e due on Novem ber 15th of each year, an d 
becom e delinquent after December 31st. The taxes are generally collected in Decembe r of 
the current year  and Jan uary an d Febru ary of the follow in g year. 

Sales taxes are recorded  when in th e po ssession of the interm ediary collecting agent an d are 
recognized as revenue at th at tim e. 

Fed eral an d state aid an d grants are recorded  as re venue when th e Parish is entitled  to the 
funds, generally corresponding to when grant related costs are in curred  by th e Parish. 

Interest incom e on investm ents is recorded when invesWaents m ature and incom e is received  

Proprietary funds are accounted for using th e accru al basis of accounting wherein revenues 
are recognized in  th e accounting period  in which they are earned  an d becom e m easurable 
and expenses are recognized in th e pe riod incurred, if m easurable. 

BUD G ET PO LICY AND  BU DG ETARY ACCO UNTIN G 

The H om e Rule Charter for th e Par ish outlines procedures for adopting a budget for fu nds 
of th e prim ary  governm ent. 

1, No later than seventy five days prior to th e be ginning of th e fiscal year, th e 
President is to subm it deta iled ope rating and ca pital budgets for all fu nds. The 
budgets subm itted are to be  balanced. 

2. Th e Parish Council m ay am end th e budget, except th at th e debt se rvice shall not be  
reduced be low th e am ount  necessary to service the debt nor shall a fund deficit be  
created. 

3. Th e Parish Council shall publish th e budget sum m ary  at least ten days prior to 
conducting a public hearing. 

4. The Parish Council is to adopt th e budget not less than thirty days be fore the 
com m encem ent  of th e applicable fiscal year. 

5. O nce adopted, th e President is able to transfer part or all of any appropriation 
within a departm ent of a fu nd; however, the auth ority for oth er budget am endments 
resides w ith  the Parish Council. 

23 



 

Exhibit A-8 
Continued 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

BUDGET POLICY AND BUDGETARY ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED) 

The budgets are to be prepared consistent with th e accounting m eth od used for th e applicable 
fund. At th e end of each fiscal year, unexpended appropriations  automatically lapse. 

The portion of unreserved fund balance of individual funds designated for subsequent year's 
expenditures represe nts th e extent to which th e fund balance is used to balance the 
subsequent year's operating budget of that fu nd, as reflected in the legally adopted budget. 

Budget amounts for the Library Capital Project Fund were not prepared for 1995. 
Accordingly, th at fund has be en excluded  from  the com bin ed  statem ent of revenues, 
expenditures and changes in fu nd balan ces - budget (GAAP basis) and actual (Exhibit C) for 
the year ended Decem be r 31, 1995. 

CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTM ENTS 

Cash and cash equivalents for th e prim ary  governm ent in cludes th e payroll cash account, 
H UD Section 8 cash account, cash for building pe rm its , cash for Sales and use  Tax D istrict 
2 and each in dividual fu nd's share of the cons olidated  cash account. 

A consolidated bank account has be en established for th e prim ary governm ent in to which 
substantially all m onies are deposited an d from which m ost disburse m ents ar e m ade. In 
addition, investm ent purchases are cha rged and m atu rities are deposited  to the consolidated 
bank account. The purpose of the consolidation of bank acc ounts w as to provide adm inistra- 
tive efficiency and to m axim ize investm ent earnings. Th e acc ounts entitled  "Cash and Cash 
Equivalents" and "Investm ents" are therefore com posed of a fu nd's pro ra ta share of the 
cash balance in the consolidated cash account plus its pro rata share of in vestm ents m ade 
through the investm ent of excess cash. Each fu nd sha res in th e in vestm ent earnings 
according to its average cash, cash equivalent, and in vestm ents balan ce, prora ted am ong 
fu nds. 

The investm ent policies of the Parish ar e governed by state statutes and an adopted Council 
Investm ent Policy that includes depo sitory and custodial contract provisions . Under the 
provisions of the Council's investm ent policy, the Parish Treasurer is auth orized to in vest 
Parish funds in accordance with L.R.S. 39:1211-1245 and 33:2955 whi ch in clude, but are 
not lim ited to, United States Treasury Bonds, Trea sury  Notes, Treasury  Bills, and fully 
collateralized interest bearing checking accounts and certificates of deposit. Oth er investm ent 
policy provisions require depositories to insure or collatera lize all depo sits in accordance 
with state law and require se curities collateralizing deposits to be  held by an independent 
third party w ith whom  the Parish has a custodial agreem ent. Investm ent policies of th e 
Parish discre te com ponent units can be found in th e individual co m po nent unit audit re ports. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTM ENT S (CONT INUED) 

For purposes of the Statem ent of Cash Flows, cash equivalents for each fund include dem and 
deposit account balances, and certificates of deposit and U .S. governm ent securities w ith 
original m aturities of three months or less. Cash equivalent po licies of the Parish's discrete 
com po nent units can be found in th e in dividual com po nent unit audit re ports. 

Investm ents, which in clude tim e ce rtificates of deposit and U .S. governm ent securities with 
origina l m atu rities in excess of three m onths, are stated at th e lower of cost or m arket. 

SH ORT-TERM  INTERFUND RECEIVABLES/PAYABLES 

D uring th e course of operations, num erous transactions occur be tw ee n in dividual funds. 
These receivables and payables are classified as due from  oth er fu nds or due to other funds 
on th e balance sheet. 

INV ENT O RIES 

In the prim ary governm ent's governm ental fund types, inventories of supplies are recorded 
as expe nditu res at th e tim e of purchase. 

BAD DEBTS 

Uncollectible am ounts due for ad valorem taxes and oth er receivables are recognized  as bad 
debts through the use of an allowance account or charged  off at th e tim e inform ation 
becom es available which w ould indicate that the particular rece ivable is not collectible. 

FIXE D A SSETS 

Fixed assets used in governmental fu nd type  operations (general fixed assets) of the prim ary 
governm ent are acc ounted for in th e general fixed assets account group, and ar e recorded  
as expe nditures in the governm ental fund type s when purchased. All fixed assets ha ve been 
valued at cost. 

Fixed  assets cons isting of im provements (other than buildings), such as roads, curbs and 
gutters, streets and sidewalks, drainage system s, and lighting system s, have not been 
capitalized. Such assets are norm ally im m ovable and of value only to th e Par ish. 
Therefore, th e purp ose of stewardship for such capital expe nditu res is satisfied w ith out 
recording th ese assets. 

N o depreciation has be en provided on general fixed assets , nor has interest been capitalized. 

LO NG -TERM  DEBT 

Long-term  liabilities th at are fina nced  from  governm ental fu nds are acc ounted for in th e 
General Long-Term Debt Acc ount Group. 

Sales ta x revenue bonds are secured by sales ta x revenues. Paym ent of such debt is provided 
by sales tax revenue trans ferred to the appropriate debt service  fund. 

G eneral obligation bonds are repaid from prope rty taxes. These prope rly taxes are shown 
as revenues in each general obligation bond debt service fund. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

RESERVES AND DESIGNATIONS OF EQUITY 

Som e portions of fund balance and/or retained earnings are reserved  to indicate that a 
portion of equity is legally re stricted to a specific future use and is not available for 
appropriation or expenditure. 

Advance s between funds which are not expected to be repaid are accounted for as transfers. 

In those cases where repaym ent is expected, th e advance s ar e accounted for through th e 
various in terfund acc ounts. 

VACATIO N AND SICK LEAVE 

IN SURAN CE 

The prim ary governm ent is partially self-insured  for autom obile, general, products and 
prope rty liability claim s on the first $30,000 pe r occurrence , not to exceed $95,000 in the 
aggregate. The Ascension Council is also partially se lf-insured for all worker's 
compe ns ation claims on the first $200,000 pe r occurrence , not to exceed $1,000,000 in the 
aggregate for a two year period . Reinsurance for losses in exce ss of se lf-insured am ounts 
is carried by th e A sce ns ion Parish Council. Estim ated  losses on claim s are charged to 
expe ns e in th e pe riod  in which th e loss is estim able. The Asce nsion Parish Council utilizes 
an internal service fu nd to acc ount for th e transactions  re lated  to these self-ins urance 
program s. 

TO TAL COLUM NS ON COM BINED STATEM ENT S 



NOTE 2 - CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Continued 

At December 31, 1995, the carrying amount of the Council's deposits was $2,543,607 and 
the bank balance was $3,491,654. The bank balance was secured by federal depository 
insurance and collateral held by th e Council's independent third party agent in th e Council's 
nam e. 

Certificates of deposit with an original maturity of 90 days or more totalling $400,000 are 
classified on the com bined  balance  sheet as "Investm ents". 

Th e Council's bank balance  of deposits at December 31, 1995, is categorized above in three 
levels of credit risk. Category 1 includes bank balan ce  which is insured  or collateralized with 
securities held by th e Council or its agent in th e Council's nam e. 

Investm ents 

The Council's in vestm ents are ins ured, registered or held in  safekeepin g by th e Council's 
agent in th e Council's nam e. A t Decem be r 31, 1995, th e in vestm ents ar e com prised  of: 

U . S. Treasury Bills 
U . S. Treasury  N otes 
Federal H om e Loan Bank N ote 

Cost 

$ 17,532,089 
7,009,756 
1,498,218 

Fair M arket 
Value 

$ 17,813,499 
7,082,005 
1,539~360 

$ 26,040,063 ~ 26,434~864 
Cash, Cas h Equivalents and In vestm ents Sum m ary 

The follow ing is a reconciliation of th e carrying am ount of depo sits an d investm ents to 
"Cash and Cash Equivalents" and "Investm ents" for th e Prim ary  G overnm ent on th e 
com bined balance sheet. 

Cash and cash equivalents 
D eposits 
Cash on hand 
Investm ents 

Sub-total cash and cash equivalents 

Investm ents: 
D eposits 
Investm ents 

Sub-total in vestm ents 

Tota l 

27 

$ 2,143,607 
2,511 

3,999.473 

400,000 
22,04 0,590 

22,440,590 

$ 28,586,181 
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NO TE 3 - ACCO UNTS RECEIV ABLE AND DUE FROM  O THER G OVERNM ENTS 

Accounts receivable at D ecember 31, 1995, were as follows: 

Prim ary Governm ent 
Ad valorem taxes 
Sales and use taxes 
O ther 

Tota l prim ary governm ent 

Com ponent U nits 
Third-party payors 
Patienl accounts receivable 
Fees, charges, and com m issions 
Sales and use tax 
W ater fees 
A d valorem  
Oth er 

Subtotal 

Less allow ance for doubtful accounts 

Tota l 

$ 4,818,646 
1,066,31M  
233,329 

6,118,279 

11,102,628 
5,745,179 
125,407 
97,638 
28,016 
7,332 

238,532 

23,463,011 

607,849 

22,855~162 

Due from other governm ents at December 31, 1995, consists of th e following 

Prim ary Governm ent 
State of Louisiana 
State Revenue Sharing $ 
Severance ta x 
Departm ent of H ealth & H ospita ls 
Beer ta x 
Em ergency Preparedness 
V ideo Poker 
Substance Abuse 
Comm unity Service 

Total prim ary governm ent 

Component Units 
Sta te revenue sharing 
D epartm enl of Social Services 
Fines and forfeitures 
Other 

Tota l 

28 

468,452 
48,998 
4,387 
17,225 
7,356 
55,410 
9,749 
6,769 

628,346 

52,866 
38,939 
95,075 
20,625 
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NO TE 3 - ACCO UNTS RECEIV ABLE AND DUE FROM  O TH ER GO VERN M ENTS 

(CONTINUED) 

Balance at JaiILmry 1, 1995 
Received 
Issued 

Balaw2 at December 31, 1995 

NOTE 4 - AD VAIX)REM  TAXES 

$ 2,127,613 
7,420,065 
f'/,575,091) 

For the year ended December 31, 1995, taxes of $4,825,466 were levied on property by the primary 
government with assessed valuations totaling $350,501,730 and were dedicated as follows: 

General: 
Outside m unicipal lim its 
Inside m unicipal lim its 

East Ascension Drainage 
W est Ascension Drainage 
Lighting Districts 
Health Unit 
M ental Health Unit 
Library M aintenance 
Li~brary Sinking Fund 
Council on Aging 

Per $1,000 

$ 2.86 
2.86 
5.03 
5.35 

1.00 - 5.21 
2.00 

.50 
4.22 

.70 
1.50 

Information concerning ad valorem  taxes  for the Parish discretely presented component units can be  
fotmd in the separately issued  financial statements of each component unit. 

NOTE 5 - ~ CTED ASSETS 

Restricted assets of the discretely presented component units at ~ ber 31, 1995, were as follows 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Investments 
Due from  operating accounts 
Assessments and accrued 

.
interest 

receivable 

Subtotal 

Total 

29 

$ 816,281 
7,094,133 

4,252 

78,5|7 /~ 

7,993,183 
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NOTE 6 - FIXED ASSE~  

A of c _
llllllllh~ ges in em Tal fixed assets for the prima~  gov~  for the year ended 

1, ~995, ,s fo~ows: 

Lard and tmildings 
Vehicles 

A surnrnary of changes in fixed 

Net 
Additions 

End of 
Year 

$ 17 198,392 $ 906,017 $ 18 104,409 
2~631,216 775,923 31407,139 
4,322,392 (124,616) 4 197 77 6 
1,892,974 134,250 21027~224 
1,7n ,724 233,586 s,945,310 

District Attorney 
Ol~ce equi0ment 

Ascension Parish Sheriff 
Office equipment 

Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 
Buik)i~  improvements 
Vehicles  
Office ecluioment 

Ascension Parish Assessor 
Vehicles  
Office equipment 

Ascension Parish Court 
Office  equi

. 

"

pm~nt E
ast Ascension npspital Service  District 
Lard and buildilg 
.
E:Lui

.pment 
Vehicles 

W ater system  
Ascension'Parish W ater W orks District 4 
W ater sy stem 

SewerageD isllict No.6 
Sewer system  

Ascension"Parish Communication District 
Building Im pro vements 
Equipment 

Balance Net 
Additions 

Balance 
End of 
Year 

$ 177 ,265 $ 14,707 $ 191,972 

2,380,156 

148,729 
18,350 

200,320 

41,460 
37,191 

28,567 

8 295,655 
4'784

,083 ~ 
27,345 

1 485,382 '
834 ,476 
33,257 

366,429 

154,230 

416.039 

45,040 
5,973 

95,799 

18,273 

5,583 
80 

1,242 

13 794 
1581723 

2,271 
(66,967) 

2,143 

2,475,955 

148 ,729 
18,350 
218,593 

47,043 
37,271 

29,809 

8,309,449 
4,942,806 

27,345 

1,487,653 
767,509 
33,257 

368,572 

154,536 

416,039 

45,040 
20,118 

19,740,046 

0,094,133) 

(1,439,240) 

(155,236) 



NOTE 7 - IX)NG -TERM  DEBT 

Exhibit A-8 

The following is a sunanaary of long-term debt tram actiom  for the prim~  go~  for the 
year ended December 31, 1995: 

Public im provement 
General obligation 
Prom issory notes 
Accrued vacation leave 

Beginning End of 
of Year Additions Deletions Year 

$ 15,550,000 $ 7,000,000 
550,000 

161,458 

800,000 
160,000 
31,099 

$ 1,035,000 
170,000 
37,500 

$ 21,515,000 
1,180,000 
122,500 
192 557 

Long-term  debt obligations for the primary govenm ~nt at December 31, 1995, are comprised of 

the following individual issues: 

Sales and Use Tax 

$1,825,000 serial bonds dated September 1, 1987; due in 
annual installments of $40,000 - $190,000 through 2007; 
interest at 10% - 7.4%. $ 1,435,000 

$3,890,000 serial bonds dated Septembe r 1, 1989; due in 
annual installments of $70,000 - $555,000 through  2004 
interest at 12% - 6.5% . 

Total sales and use bo tKls 

East Ascension Major Drainage Sales and Use Tax 

$5,000,000 Drainage serial bo nds dated December 1, 1988 
due in annual installments of $110,000 - $485,000 
through 2008; interest at 12% - 7.2% . 

$1,110,000 Drainage serial bonds dated December 1, 1989; 
due in annual installments of $25,000 - $105,000 through  
2009; interest at 12% - 6.9% . 

1,300,000 

2,735,000 

4,065,000 

930,000 

$5,000,000 Drainage serial bo nds da ted February 1, 1990; due in 
annual installments of $110,1300 - $235,000 through  2009; 
interest at 12% - 7.25% . 4,195,000 
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NOTE 7 - LONG-TERM  DEBT (coNrINUED) 

DEBT olYrS~ ANDING - PRIM ARY GOVERNM ENT (CONTINUED) 

East Ascension Major Drainage Sales and Use Tax (Continued) 

$2,885,000 Drainage serial bonds dated June 1, 1993; due in 
anmml ~  of $65,000 - $'265,000 through 2011; 
iraerest at 12% - 6.9% 

Total drainage sales and use tax bo rds 

Sales Tax ~  No. 2 

$7 ,000,000 serial bo rds dated Febnutry 1, 1995; due in anmud 
installmeras of $490,000 - $920,000 through  2005; imerest 
at 9% - 5.6% . 

Total public improvement bo rds 

C, enera/~  Bonds 

$2,200,000 Library District serial bo nds dated July 1, 1977; 
due in ~  installments of $125,000 - $195,000 
through  1997; interest at 4.75% - 5.25%. 

Certificate of Indebtedness 

$800,000 C.txu~il on Aging Certificate of indebtedness; due 
in anmml installments of $70,000 - SI10,0ff} through 2004; 
interest at 6% . 

Total general obligation debt 

Promissory Notes 

$6 7,500 non-interest bearing no te due in annual installments 
of $7,500 flarough  2002. 

$70,000 no n-interest bearing no te due in annual installments 
of $30,000 through  1997 and $10,000 in 1998. 

Total prom issory no tes 

Aa~u~  Vacafion l~m,e 

Total long-term  debt 

Exhibit A-8 
Coraim~  

11 780000 

7,000,000 

21,515,000 

380,000 

52,500 

, 70,000 

122 500 

192,557 

231010,057 



NOTE 7 - LONG-TERM  DEBT (CONTINUED) 

F, xhibit A-8 
Continued 

Debt S~rviee Requirnneats to M aturity 

The anm al requirements to amortize outstanding long-term  debt of the primary govermmm t at 
December 31, 1995, inchiding imerest paymeras of $10,982,734 are as follows: 

Public General Certifica ~ 
Impm v~  Obligation of Prom issory 

M aturity Bond s Bond s Ind ebtedness Notes 

Totals 

$ 3,072,475 
2,553,585 
2,564,028 
2,572,649 
2,592,931 
18,887,554 

$ 200,094 $ 
200,119 

115,900 $ 
116,550 
116,900 
112,100 
112,150  

37,500 
37,500 
17,500 
7,500 
7,500 

Norm ally, debt issues am not retired prior to their maturity. For accounting purposes, interest 
coupons issued in connection with the sale of various bond issues become obligations/expenditures 
of the Parish only wi th the passage of tim e, and they represera fixed  and determinable ob ligations 
which m ust be retired from  future revermes. The following table ind ica les urmaamred interest 
outstanding at Decem ber 31, 1995, and the anx)unts which can be  presmned to be required in future 
years for retirement of bo th outstanding de bts and related imerest of the general long-term de bt group 
which will become due and payable over the remaining lives of the various debt issues: 

Public im pro vement bond s 
General obligation bonds 
Certificate of indebtedness 
Prom issory notes 
Accrued vacation leave 

Totals 

Bond Restrictions 

Am ount to be 
Provided for Unmatured 
General Long - Interest 
Term Debt Coupons Total 

$ 17,678,000 
164,638 
723,400 
122,500 
192  557 

$ 10,728,221 
20,213 
234 ,300 

$ 28,406,221 
184,851 
957,700 
122,500 
192 ,557 

Parish Sales Tax Bonds 
Under the terms of the indenture authorizing the issuance of Public Impro vement Sales Tax 
Bond s - Series 1987, 1989, and 1995, proceeds of the 1.5% parish sales and use tax are pled ged 
and ded ica ted for the establishm ent and m aintenance of the following bo nd  funds: 



~xl~'bit A~  
Confira~ l 

A Public ~  Sales Tax Bond - Series1987, 1989 and1995 - Sk~ng Fund to be used for 
the paym ent of the pr~ ipal and iraerest on omstanding bonds as tt~  bcx~m~ due and payable. 

M onthly paylm m S are to be equal to the sum of one-six~ of imetest falling~  due on the next interest 
payment date and one-twelfth of principal falling due on the next principal paymem date. 

A Public ~  Sales TaxBond. Series 1987, 1989 and 1995- Reservebhnd to be used 
solely for the ~  of paying principal and interest on bonds payable from the Bond Sinking 
Fund, as to which there would otherwise be default. The sum of $1,360,959 has been deposited 
t~ rein for this requirement. 

Under the terms of the indenture authorizing the issuance of Public Improvenga~ (1)raimge) Bonds - 
Series ST 1988, 1990, 1991, and 1993, proceeds of the 1/2% drainage sales and use tax are #edged 
and dedicated for the establishment and m aintem nce of the following bond funds: 

A Public Improvonent (~ ) Bond. Serie~ ST 1989, 1990, 1991 and 1993. Sinking Fund to 
be used for the paym ent of the principal aid iraerest on outstanding bonds as they becom e due and 
payable. M onthly paymems are to be equal to the sum  of one-sixth of imet~  falling due on the 
next interest paym ent date and one-twelfth of principal falling due on the nex~ principal paym ent 
date. 

A Public Improvement (Dmim ge) Bond - Series ST 1989, 1990, 1991 and 1993. Reserve Fund to 
be used solely for the purpose of paying principal and imerest on bo~ts payable fi'om the Bond 
Sinking Fund, as to which there would otherwise be default. The sum of $1,399,273 has been 
deposited therein for this requirement. 

A Sinking Fund is used for the payment of principal and interest on indeb~  as they become 
due and payable. M onthly paym ents are equal to the sum  of one-sixth of interest falling due on the 
next interest paym ent date and one-twelfah of principal falling due on the next principal paym ent 
date. 

lndusla'ial Bond Issues 

The Long-Term Debt Account Group does not include Pollution Corm-ol Reverme Bonds, 
Irflttstm l Reverme Botrls and Enviroml~ntal Im provement Revenue Bonds issued under the authority 
of the Ascension Parish Ctxux:il. Obligations of the industrial districts are payable solely flora the 
income derived from  the industrial districts and do not bear the full faith and credit of the Parish. 



A sum m ary of long-term  debt obligations for the compom~  units is as follows 

Compensated absences 
Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 

Co~  absences 
Ascension Parish W ater W orks District 4 
Reverme bonds 

Sewerage District No. 6 
Sewerage certificate 

NO TE 8 - DEDICATED REVENUE 

Parish Sales Tax - Prim ary Goverm nent 

The Parish has a one percent sales and use 
funding activities of the Parish. The Council 
all goverrm~ntal units of the Parish. 

$ 158,323 

23,295 

~ ,000 

~ ,8M  

F.,xlfibit A-8 
Confilmed 

tax to be levied by Ibe  Coa~ il for the ptup~~  of 
participates in cemmlized sales tax adm inistration for 

The proceeds of the tax, after paying reasonable and n~ essary expenses of adm inisW~ on, were 

dedica ted by the Council for 1995, as follows: 

1. Am ounts determ ined through the budget process required by the General Fund for basic 
services, and the Road and Bridge Fund for road construction and mainte~  of roads. 

2. 6.67 percent to be used for recreation and recreational facilities  

3. Debt service for long-term debt issued for renovation and expansion of the Parish jail, and road 
co nstruction and maintenal~ . 

Consistent with the voter approved dedication of the parish sales  and use tax, transfers from the sales 
tax fund are being used to retire Public Impro vement Sales Tax Bonds, Series 1987, and 1989. See 

Note 7. 
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NOTE 8 - DEDICATED REVENUE (Continued) 

Ex~'bit A-8 
Con~ d 

In 1984, the voters of East Ascension Drainage District No. 1 approved a one-half of one percent 
sales and use tax for tbe Drainage Distdct. The ~  of the sales tax are d~iicat~ to drainage 
projects, to imltrle the retirement of the Public 
1990, 1991, and 1993. See Note 7. 

In 1994, the voters of Ascension Parish appro ved a one-half of one percent sales and use tax 
dedicated to road maimemme and consm~ on (2/3 of proceeds) and fire protection districts (1/3 
of proceeds) to include the retirement of the Public Impmvemem Sales Tax Bonds, Series - 1995. 
See Note 7. 

The employee and employer conml~ution rate for the parochial retirement syslem is 2% and 1% 
respectively, of taxable wages for each eligible employee . 

Social security contributions were approximately $334,000 for 1995 

In addition, the State of Louisiana Statutes require a portion (approximately $176,000) of the Parish's 
ad valomm tax revenue to be deducted for various ~ m systems. 

NOTE 10 - INTERFUND ~ IVABLE AND PAYABLE BALANCES 

The interfund balances of the prim ary government at December 31, 1995, were as follows 

Individual Fund 

Prim ary Governm ent 
General Fund: 
East Ascemion Drainage Major Fund 
Sewerage District No. 6 
Criminal (?xx.tt't Fund 
East Ascension Drainage Fund 
Road and Bridge Fund 
Section 8 Fund 
Sales and Use Tax Fund 

$ 3,479 
117,278 
24,788 
4,696 
7,827 
9,632 

726,342 



NOTE 10 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLE AND PAYABLE BALANCES (CONTINUED) 

Special Revenue Funds: 
Road and Bridge Fund: 
Sales and Use Tax Fund 
General Furd 

East Ascension Drainage Fund: 
General Fund 
East Ascension Drainage Major Fund 

W est Ascension Drainage Fund: 
Sales and Use Tax Fund 

Road Liglming D istrict: 
Sales and Use Tax  Fund 

Fire Protection District No. 2 Fund: 
Sales  and Use Tax  District No. 2 Fund 

Recreation D istrict Fund: 
Sales  and Use Tax  Fund 

Sales  and Use Tax  Fund: 
General Fund 
W est Ascens ion Drainage Pmfl 
Road Lighting D istrict Fund 
Road and Bridge Fund 
Recreation District Fund 
Civic Center Fund 
Law Officer's Court Fund 
Road Construction Fund 
Council on Aging 
Sewer District No. 7 Fund 

Sales and Use Tax  District No. 2 Fund: 
Fire Protection District No, 2 Fund 
Road Construction Fund 
Sales  and Use Tax  District No. 2 Sinking Fund 

Section 8 Fund: 
General Fund 

East Ascension Drainage Major Fund: 
General Fund 
East Ascens ion Drainage Fund 

Law Office rs Court Fund: 
Sales and Use Tax  Fund 

Council on Aging: 
Sales  and U se Tax  Fund 

Ascension Parish Food Se rvice Program  
Darrow Co m m unity Center: 
Sum m er Food Fund 

Debt Service Funds: 
Sales  and Use Tax  District No. 2 Sinking Fund: 
Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund 

Capital Projects Funds: 
Road Co nsmJcfion Fund 
Sales and Use Tax  Fund 
Sales  and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund 

Total primary government 
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$ 175,000 

63,549 

76,960 

33,406 

726,342 
18,349 
13,399 

1,103 
4,860 

7,270 
419 

48 1,4~  

1,500 

81,667 

230,389 
72,253 

$ 
7,827 

4,696 
481,494 

18,349 

13,399 

175,000 
33,406 

230,389 

76,960 
72,253 

81,667 

9,632 

3,479 
63,54 9 

4,860 

7,270 
1,500 



NOTE 10 - IN'IERFUND RECEIVABLE AND PAYABLE BALANCK~ (CONTINUED) 

C, 

Com po nent Units 
Sewer District No. 7 Fund 
Sales and Use Tax Fund 

Crim i~  Court FUm l: 
~ Fund 

Civic Center Com m ission Fund 
Sales and Use Tax Fund 

Sewer District No. 6 Fund: 
General Fund 

Total com ponent units 

Total reporting entity 

NOTE 11 - COM M ITM ENTS AND CONTINGENCIES 

Exlu'bit A-8 
Corairm d 

$ 419 

24,788 

1,103 

117,278 

143,588 

Various suits and claims arising in the ordinary course of op erations are Im xting against the Council. 

The majority of the cases are either covered by insurance or other defenses; however, the ultimate 
effect of such litigation cannot be ascertained at this time. These claim s consist of enviroranental 
issues, im proper maintenance of roads, conWaca~  disputes and im proper fight of ways. It is the 
opinion of Parish m anagement that the ultimate resolution of such litigation will not have a material 
effect on the fmam ial position of the Parish. 

The Ascension Parish Council receives Federal and State grants for specific purposes that are subject 
to audit by the grantor agencies . Such audits could lead to requests for reimbursement to the grantor 
agency for expetxlitures disallowed under term s of the grant. It is the opinion of Parish management 
that the Parish's compliance with the term s of grants will result in negligible, if any, disallowed  

NOTE 12 - SELF INSURANCE 

During 1990, the Council initiated a self-insured retention program (SIR) wi thin the Intemal Se rvice 
Fund in order to deal with potential liabilities . Claim s in excess of the se lf-im ttred retention am ounts 
are co vered through third-party lim ited coverage insurance policies . The Council is self-insured with 
excess co verage in these areas: (a) worker's conkt~ xs~ on liability wi th a two-year period retention 
of $200,000 pe r occurrence with an aggregate cap of $1,000,000, and (b) liability (including 
automobile, general, products and propo r~) with a $30,000 per occturence limit and annoal 
aggregate limits of $95,000. 
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NOTE 12 - SELF INSURANCE (CONTINUED) 

p,.xhibit A-8 
Contim ed 

All funds of the Coa~ il participate in the program and make payments to the Intern al Service Furd 
based on estimates of araounts needed to pay prior - and eunent - ~ ar claims. During tbe  current 
year, the Council engaged an actuary to determ ine the required self-instmmee reserve, inchrling 
claims incurred but not yet reported. As of the end of tbe  fiscal year, it was acamrially dO.ennimd 
that the ~  loss reserve was $398,290. This reserve reptese~s n~tn-ted losses of 
approximately $190,000 and inch~es claims incurred but not yet n~aorted approximating $208,000. 

NOTE 13 - COUNCIL M EM BER COM PENSATION 

The Council chaimum received $963 per morda and the o~her Council nm -nIm's received $856 each 
per month as compensation. The Parish President received $4,583 per monk 

On February 1, 1996, the Council approved a $1,899,367 construa~  coraract for the Tweltlh Road 
Improvemera Project-Phase Three. 

On February 15, 1996, the Council aut~ rized the ~  of not to exceed $14,000,000 public 
improvement refunding bonds, payable from the proceeds of the 1-1/2% sales and use tax levied by 
the Parish. ~  from  the bonds will be used for the ~  of re~ ar~ing debt currently owed 
by the Parish. 

NOTE 15 - PRIO R PERIO D ADJUSTM ENTS AND RESTATEM ENT O F RETAINED 
BALANCE 

The Council has restated its 1994 financial statements to reflect an ad~  to the Internal Service 
Fund to record a claim s reserve for its self-inatred property, liability and worker's ~ tion 

program. This adjustment reduced previously ~'ported 1994 net income and retained earnings as of 
December 31, 1994 by $240,000. 

Beginning fund balance for the Clerk of Courts (a component unit) was increased by $153,183 
Also, the Ascension Parish Communication District was inchxled as a component unit for 1995 
which increased beginning fund balance by $448,063. 



A SCEN SIO N PARISH  CO UNCIL 

G ENERAL FUND 

The General Fund is used to 
accoun t for all financial resources 

except those required to be accounted  for 
in another fun d. 



ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivaLents 
Accounts receivable, net 
Ad vsLorem taxes 
Other 
Due from other governments 
LA - State revenue sharing 
LA - Severance 
LA - Beer 
LA - Other 

Due from  other funds 
Other assets 

Total assets 

L]AB]LLFLES AND FUND BALANCE 

L|AB|LLTLES 

ASCENSIO N PARISH  CO UN CIL 
G ENER AL FUN D 

Accounts payable and accrued Liabilities 
Accounts payable 
Accrued pa yrolL 

Deductions frOm Bd vatorem taxes 
Contribution to retirement syste~ 

Due to other governments 
Community Services 
LA - State revenue sharing 

D~e to other funds 

lotal LiabiLities 

FUND BALANCE 
Designated -subsequent year expenditures 
Undesignated 

Fund baLance 

lotat t|abitities and fund baLance 

BALANCE SHEETS 

De~cem~ r 31, 199 5 ~ d 199 4 

$ 41,137 $ 

758,164 
94,169 

69,852 
68,998 
17,225 
93,673 
167,700 
4,340 

Exhibit B 

32,963 

754,112 
74,367 

67,5T2 
44,297 
12,174 
75,67~ 
143,192 
9.549 

$ 1,295,258 $ 1,213,897 

$ 163,983 $ 
41,659 

25,711 

57,815 
726,342 

1,015,510 

37,295 
242,353 

279,748 

$ 1,295,258 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integraL pa rt of this statement 
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223,359 
31,261 

27,573 

1,368 

636.011 

919,572 

208,010 
86,315 

294,325 

$ 1,213,897 
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A SCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

DEBT SERVIC E FUNDS 

SALES AN D USE TAX SINK ING AND RESERVE DEBT SERVI CE FU NDS 

The Sales and Use Tax Sinking and Reserve D ebt Service Funds are used  to accum ulate m onies for 

payment of the $1,825,000 bonds issued in 1987 to fund the renovation an d expan sion of the Parish 
Jail and $3,890,000 of bonds issued in 1989 to fund road improvements and other capital 
im provem ents. Th e bo nd issues are finan ced through a dedication of Parish sales taxes. 

EAST ASCENSIO N DRAINAG E SIN K ING AN D RESERVE DEBT SERVI CE FUNDS 

The East Ascension Drainage Sinking and Reserve Debt Serv ice Funds are used  to accum ulate 
monies for payment of the $5,000,000, $1,110,000, $5,000,000, and $2,885,000 public improvement 
bo nds issued in 1988, 1989, 1990 an d 1991, respectively, to fund drainage projects of the Ea st 
A scension Drainage D istrict of the Parish. Th e bo nd issue is financed  through a ded ication of 
drainage sales ta xes. 

CO UN CIL O N AG ING SINK ING  DEBT SERV ICE FUND 

Th e Council on A ging Sinking Debt Service fun d is used  to accum ulate m onies for paym ent of the 
$800,000 Certificate of Indebtedness issued  in 1995. The debt issue is financial through ded ication 
of ad valorem ta xes for th e elderly in A scension Parish Sales an d U se District No. 2 Sinking an d 
Reserve Debt Serv ice Fun ds. The Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Sin king and Reserve Debt 
Serv ice Funds are used  to accumulate monies for payment of the $7,000,000 bo nd issued in 1995 
to fund road construction an d m aintenan ce an d fire protection. Th e bo nd issues are finan cial through 
a dedication of Parish sales ta xes. 

SALES AND USE TAX DISTRICT NO. 2 SIN KING AN D RESERVE DEBT SERVI CE FUNDS 

Th e Sales an d Use Tax District No. 2 Sinking and Reserv e Debt Serv ice Funds are us ed to 
accumulate monies for payment of the $7,000,000 bo nd issued  in 1995 to fun d road construction, 
m aintenan ce and fire protection. Th e bond issues are financed through a ded ication of Parish sales 
taxes. 

LIBR AR Y DEBT SERV ICE FUN D 

The Library Debt Service Fun d is used to accum ulate monies for the paym ent of th e 1977 bo nd 
issue of $2,200,000 for the purpose of acquiring sites an d erecting buildings, including furniture, 
fixtures and equipm ent, for public libraries in Parish. Th e bo nd iss ue is financed by a property tax 
levy. 



Cash and cash equivalents 
Investments 
Accounts receivable, net 
Due from other funds 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 

A SCENSIO N PA R ISH CO UNCIL 

D EBT SERV ICE FUNDS 
COM BINING BALANCE SH EET 

December 31, 1995 

PubLic Improvement Bonds 

S 

SaLes & Use 
Sinking 

$ 
284,114 

60 

gales & Use 
Reserve 

- $ 
660,959 

124 

East Azoension 
Drainage 
Sinking 

East Ascension 
Drainage 
Reserve 

$ 
148,355 

71 

258,465 
1,140,808 

228 

$ 284,174 $ 661,083 $ 148,426 $ 1,399,50 

Deduct from ad vatorem tax 
Contribution to retirement system $ $ $ 

Due to other funds 

Total liabititLes 

Fund balance 
Reserved for debt service 
Designated-subsequent year expend itures 

Total fund batances 

lotat [LabiLities and  fund  balances 

108,074 
176,100 

322,683 
338,400 

661,083 

144,521 
3,905 

148,426 

1,399,501 

1,399,501 

$ 284,174 $ 661,083 $ 148,426 $ 1,399,501 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 
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Genera| Obligation Debt 

SaLes & Use #2 Sales & Use #2 Council on Aging 
Reserve Sinking Sinking Library Fund 

$ 
700,000 

$ 
562,149 

81.667 

$ 
76,595 

5 

TotaLs 
(Memorandum Only) 

$ 
23,461 
198,637 

2,689,760 
200,254 

$ 700,000 $ 643,016 $ 76,600 $ 222,098 $ 4,135,698 $ 2,890,014 

$ $ $ S 6,736 $ 6,736 $ 

700.000 

700.000 

643.816 

643,816 

76,100 
SOD 

76,600 

6,736 

207,787 
7,575 

215,362 

6,736 

3,602,482 
526,480 

4,128,962 

7,225 

946 

8,171 

2,705,593 
176,250 

2,881,843 

700,000 $ 643,816 $ 76,600 $ 222,098 $ 4,135,698 $ 2,890,014 

Exhibit D 



REVENUES 
Taxes 
Ad vatorem 

Miscettaneous 
Interest 

Total revenues 

ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 
DEBT SERVICE FUN DS 

COM BINING STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND 
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

EXPENDIIURES 
General government 
Contribution to retirement system 

Council on Aging 
Interest and bank charges 

Debt service 
Princ ipa[ retirement 
Interest and bank charges 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expe nd itures 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Proceeds fr0cn Long-term debt 
Operating transfers in 
Transfer in 
E.A. Drainage Restricted  Fund  
SaLes and Use Tax Fund 
SaLes and  Use Tax Reserve Fund  
Co~.~IciL (:~~Aging Fund 
SaLes & Use District No. 2 Fund  

Operating transfers out 
lransfer out 
E.A. Drainage Restricted Fund  
SaLes and Use Tax Fund  
SaLes & Use Tax Sinking Fund  
Council on Aging Fund 
SaLes & Use District NO. 2 

Total other financing  sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expend itures and other sources (uses) 

Fund balances at beginning of year 

Fund batances at end of year 

For the year ended December 31, 1995 

Public Improvement Bonds 

SaLes & Use 
Sinking 

$ 

17,236 

17,236 

580,000 
246.496 

826,496 

(809,260) 

657,770 
169,200 

(17,236) 

809,734 

474 

283,700 

Sates & Use 
Reserve 

$ 

34,776 

34,776 

34,776 

(34,776) 
(169,200) 

(203,976) 

(169,200) 

830. 283 

East Ascension 
Drainage 
Sinking 

East Ascension 
Drainage 
Reserve 

$ 

20.176 64.841 

20,176 

455,000 
903,096 

1,358,096 

(1,337,920) 

1,353,664 

(20,176) 

1,333,488 

(4,432) 

152,858 

64,841 

64,8~1 

(64,840) 

(64,840) 

1,399,500 

284,174 $ 661,083 $ 148,426 $ 1,399,501 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 
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Oenerat Obligation Debt 

Sates & Use #2 Sales & Use ~2 CocJnciL on Aging 
Reserve Sinking Sinking Library Fund 

$ 

58,50] 

38.503 

38,503 

700,000 

(38,503) 

661,497 

700,000 

$ 

13,919 

13.919 

214,959 

214,959 

(201,040) 

15,525 

843,250 

(13,919) 

8-44,856 

643,816 

$ 

1,653 

1,653 

I0,400 

10,400 

(8,747) 

87,000 

85.347 

76,600 

Totats 
(Memorandum On[y) 

199,355 $ 

1,884 

201,239 

6,7'36 

170,000 
24,643 

201,379 

(140) 

(140) 

215,502 

199,355 $ 

192,988 

392,343 

6,736 

10,400 

1,205,000 
1,389,194 

2,611,330 

(2,218,987) 

85 
52 
69 
(1 
52 

016 
012 
200 
653 
422 

3,466,106 

1,247,119 

2,881,843 

198,346 

119,661 

318,007 

7,225 

1,115,000 
1,266,292 

2,388,517 

(2,070,510) 

1,364,921 
819,612 

2,061,343 

(9,167) 

2,891,010 

$ 700,000 $ 643,816 $ 76,60D $ 215,362 $ 6,128,962 $ 2,881,843 

Exhibit D-I 



A SCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

CAPITAL PRO JECTS FUNDS 

DARRO W  CO M M UNITY CENTER CAPITAL PROJE CT FUND 

The Darrow Community Center Capital Project Fund is used to account for the funds provided for 
the construction of the Darrow Community Center. 

EAST ASCENSIO N DRAINAG E CO NSTRUCTIO N CAP ITAL  PROJE CT FUND 

The East Ascension Drainage Construction Capital Project Fund is used to account for the proceeds 
of a bond issue for th e purpose of cons tru cting and/or acquiring drainage facilities in th e Parish. 
Such expenditures are to be funded with  the proceeds of public im provem ent bonds. 

RO AD PROJE CTS CAPITAL PROJE CT FUND 

The Road Projects Capital Project Fund is used to account for the proceeds of a 1989 bond issue 
and sales ta x revenue dedicated for th e purp ose of cons tructing and im proving roads in th e Parish. 

O FFICE BUILDIN G CAP ITAL PROJE CT FUN D 

The Office Building Capital Project Fund is used to account for improvements to the Parish office 
building located in Gonzales. 

SEW ER PRO JE CT FUN D 

The Sewer Project Fund is used to account for construction of a sewer system for a portion of the 
Parish. 

H EALTH UN IT CO NSTRUCTION PROJE CT FUND 

Th e Health Unit Construction Project Fund is used to account for the construction of the Ascens ion 
Parish H ealth  U nit. 

COUN CIL O N AG ING BUILDIN G CO NSTRUCTIO N FUN D 

The Council on Aging Building Cons tru ction Fund is used to account for the cons truction of th e 
building to be  used by th e A scension Parish Council on Aging. 



$ 

Hearth Unit 
Construction 

. $ 
279,606 

Council 
on Aging 
Buitding 

T0tais 
(Memorandum Onty) 

- $ 2,930,288 $ 267,101 
756,752 8,995,755 5,153,927 

1,752 

304,142 

5,209 
250 

244,502 
1,190,076 

$ 279,606 $ 756,825 $ 12,231,937 $ 6,861,065 

$ $ 

264.400 
15.206 

279,606 

$ 201,119 $ 
1,068,467 

7"56,825 

756.825 

1,269,586 

5,145,140 
5,817,211 

I0,962,351 

166,979 
521,602 

688,581 

3,268,390 
2,904,094 

6,172,484 

$ 279,606 $ ;'56,825 $ 12,231,937 $ 6,861,065 

Exhibit E 



REVENUES 
Intergovernmental 
Charges for services 
Miscellaneous 

lotal revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Public works 
Capital projects 

Total expenditures 

A SCEN SIO N PARISH  CO UN C IL 

CAPITAL PRO JECTS FUN DS 
COM BINING STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND 

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

For the year ended December 31, 1995 

Darrow 
Community 

Center Project 

$ 

East Ascension 
Drainage 
Project 

$ 
10,050 

103 

10,153 

15,751 

15.751 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures (5,598) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Proceeds from long-term debt 
Operating transfers in 
Operating transfers out 

5,000 

Total other financing sources (uses) 5,000 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures and  other sources (uses) 

Fund balances at beginning of year 2,288 

$ 

115,917 

115,917 

217,825 
78,909 

296,734 

(180,817) 

(180,817) 

2,701,771 

Road 
Projects 

$ 

353,394 

353,394 

5,982,110 

5,982,110 

(5,628,716) 

6,300,000 
3,424,611 

9,724,611 

4,095,895 

3,289,584 

Office 
Building 

sewer 
Project 

$ 17,857 

120,363 

120,~ 3 

(120,363) 

(56,899) 

(56,899) 

(177,262) 

177,262 

17,857 

17,623 

17,623 

174 

Fund balances at end  of year $ 1,690 $ 2,520,954 $ 7,385,479 $ $ 17,797 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an ntegra[ part of this statement 
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HeaLth Unit 
const ruct ion 

$ $ 

251,799 

(251,799) 

530.000 

530,000 

278,20 

1,405 

~ounci[ on 
Aging 
Building 

Totals 
(Memorsndum Only) 

$ 

23,202 

23,202 

66 .37"7 

66,377 

(43,173) 

800.000 

800,OOO 

756.825 

17,857 $ 
10,050 
692,616 

520.523 

217,825 
6,515,543 

6.733.368 

(6,212,845) 

7,100,000 
3,959,611 
(56,899) 

4,789,867 

6,17Z,484 

425,410 
7,742 

234,799 

667,951 

2,348,406 

2,348,406 

(1,680,455) 

1,514,976 

1,514,976 

(165,479) 

6,337,963 

$ 279,606 $ 756,825 $ 10,962,351 $ 6,172,484 

Exhibit E- 1 
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A SCEN SIO N PARISH  CO UN CIL 

SPECIAL INDEPEND ENT AUD ITO R S' REPO RTS 
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LLC 

INDEPENDENT AUDITO RS' REPO RT O N INTERNAL CO NTRO L STRUCTURE 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPO SE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITH GO VERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Honorable President and M em bers 
of the Ascension Parish Council 

Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents an d the com bining, individual fund 
and account groups financial statements of the ASCENSION PARISH CO UNCIL as of and for the 
year ended D ecem be r 31, 1995, as listed in th e table of contents , an d have issued  our report thereon 
dated June 6, 1996. W e did not audit th e financial statem ents of th e Ascension Parish Library, a 
blended com ponent unit, nor th e financial statem ents of the following discre tely prese nted  com po nent 
units: 

D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict 
Ascension Parish Sheriff 
A scension Parish Clerk of Court 
A scension Parish A ssessor 
Ascens ion Parish Court 
Twenty -Th ird Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
A scension Parish Com m uni cation D istrict 
East A scens ion H ospital Service D istrict 
W est Ascens ion Hospital Serv ice D istrict 
Asce ns ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 4 

These financial statem ents were audited by oth er auditors whose re ports ha ve been furnished to us, 
and our opinion, ins ofar as it relates to th e am ounts included for th ese entities, was based on th e report 
of th e other auditors. Furtherm ore, th e internal control structure of th e Asce ns ion Parish Library  and 
the discretely presented com ponent units listed  above was evaluated by oth er auditors and th ose 
reports, if any, can be found in th e separately issued financial repo rts of each such uni t. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith  genera lly accepted auditin g standards, Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by th e Com ptroller General of the U ni ted  States, an d O ffice  of M anagem ent 

and Budget (OM B) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Governments." Those standards and 
OM B Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform  th e audit to obtain reasona ble assurance about 
whether th e general purpose fina ncial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 
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The m anagem ent of the ASCENSION PARISH CO UN CIL is responsible for establishing and 

maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by 
m anagem ent are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure 

policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management 
w ith reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from  unauthorized 
use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance w ith m anagcm ent 's authorization 
and recorded properly to perm it the preparation of general purpose f'mancial m tmnents in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any in ternal control 

structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any 
evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inade- 
quate because of changes in conditions or that th e effectiveness of th e design an d ope ration of policies 
and procedures m ay deteriorate. 

In planning and pe rform ing our audit of th e genera l purpose fin ancial statem ents of 
ASCENSION PAR ISH CO UN CIL, for th e year ended Decem be r 31, 1995, we obtained an 
und erstanding of th e in ternal control structure. W ith  respect to th e internal co ntrol structu re, we 
obtained an  understanding of th e design of re levan t po licies and procedure s and wheth er th ey have 
been placed  in opera tion, an d we assessed  co ntrol risk in order to determ ine our  auditing procedures 
for th e purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents an d not to 
provide an opinion on th e internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 

Our consideration of th e internal control structu re would not necessarily disclose all ma tters 
in th e internal control structu re that m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards established by th e 
Am erican Institute of Certified  Public Accountants . A m aterial weakness is a condition in which th e 
design or operation of one or m ore of th e internal control structure elem ents does not reduce to a re la- 
tively low level th e risk that errors and irregularities in  am ounts that would be  m aterial in  re lation to 
the general purpose fin ancial statem ents being audited m ay occur an d not be detected  w ith in a tim ely 
pe riod by em ployees in th e norm al course of pe rform ing th eir assigned fu nctions. W e noted no 
m atters involving the internal control structu re and its operations  th at we cons idered to be m aterial 
weaknesses as defin ed above. 

H owever, we noted  certain m atters in volvin g th e in ternal control structure and its ope ration th at 
we have reported to th e m anagem ent of ASCENSION PARISH CO UNCIL. Those comm ents are 
included w ith  th is report as Financial and Opera tional Recom m endations . 

This report is intended for th e inform ation of th e Coun cil, m ana gem ent an d th e Legislative 
Auditor. H owever, th is report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 6, 1996 

Certified Pu blic Accountants 

105 



FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL RECOM M ENDATIONS 

SEW ER DISTRICT N O . 6 

For several years, the A scension Parish governm ent has been responsible for financial 
adm inistration of Sewerage District No. 6. Certain aspects of the D istrict's operations are as follows: 

The Board of D irectors of the Sewerage D istrict has been re-activated for th e 

management of this project. Since this is a local project that is to be self-funding 
th rough user fees and property assessm ents, th e participation of residents of th e D istrict, 
in addressing th e operational and financial aspects of th e D istrict, is a favorable 
developm ent. 

2. The billing and related enforcem ent of collection was transferred to th e Parish W ater 
Company, The billing was initiated in June 1995. At th e tim e of conversion, th e Parish 
retained balances owed which were older than 90 days. The collection of the older 
receivables should be achieved in 1996. 

The collection of property assessm ents has be en pursued, with  m ixed success. The initial 
collection efforts resulted in a loss of $32,320 in principal and $26,457 in interest 
relative to th e assessm ents receivable. W e recomm end that a m ore be neficial form of 
collection be pursued and that the resolution of delinquent assessm ents be  concluded in 
1996. 

4. The Sewerage District owes the General Fund $117,278 for cash advances made to 
support the District's operation. 

SELF-IN SU RAN CE 

An actuarial evaluation was m ade of the Parish's self-insurance program as of Septem ber 30
, 

1995. W e recom m end that th e Parish continue obtaining this service on an annual basis, at D ecem ber 
31. 
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PAYROLL/PERSON N EL 

Based on a review of personnel files, the following observations were m ade 

Form s L-4 were only prepared for state withholding auth orization on employees hired 
in 1995; th e federal withholding form s have been used on all employees. All employees 
should have this auth orization prepared. 

Form s 1-9 (Proof of Citizenship) are to be prepared by all employees and a copy of their 
social security card and drivers licens e obtained. As of Decem be r 31, 1995, only 
em ployees hired in 1995 prepared th e form . 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

W e recom m end that accounts payable of th e Ascension G overnm ent be recorded and th at 
interim  financial statem ents include such am ounts. 

FIXED ASSETS 

Currently, the Parish prepares fixed asset listings to reconcile to the general led ger on an 
annual basis. Secondly, the software used to accum ulate th e data fails to provide colum n totals, which 
causes Parish personnel to m anually prepare the totals for adequate reporting and reconciling. Finally, 
the Parish capitalization policy for fixed assets is currently $200. 

W e reconunend th at a new software package to adequately report fixed assets held be  purchased 
by the Parish. At a m inim um , th e fixed asset listing should be updated quarterly to account for th e 
asset additions and deletions. Finally, we recomm end th e Parish adopt a policy to increase th e 
capitalization threshold for fixed assets to $1,000. 

BUD GET A DOP~ ON 

The H om e Rule Charter stipulates th at th e budgets for operating and capital expenditures be 
subm itted to the Council at least seventy-five days prior to th e be ginning of the fiscal year to which 
the budgets are applicable and th at such budgets be  adopted not less th an th irty days before the 
beginn ing of the fiscal year. At th e current tim e, budgets are be ing subm itted and adopted in 
accordance with  the state's budget law requirem ents, which are not as stringent, as to th e tim e table 
for subm ission and adoption of th e budget, as th e H om e Rule Charter. 

Accordingly, it is our recommendation that th e Council comply with th e requirements of th e 
H om e Rule Charter concerning the enactm ent of the budget. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPO RT ON COM PLIANCE BASED ON 
AN AUDIT O F GENERAL PURPO SE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN 

ACCO RDAN CE W ITH G O VERNM ENT AUDITIN G STANDARDS 

H onorable President and M em bers 
of the A scension Parish Council 

Donaldsonville. Louisiana 

W e have audited th e general purpose fin ancial statem ents and th e com bining, individual fund 
and account groups financial statem ents of the ASCENSIO N PARISH COUNCIL as of and for th e 
year ended  Decem be r 31, 1995, as listed in th e table of contents, an d have issued  our report th ereon 
dated June 6, 1996. W e did not audit th e f'm ancial statem ents of th e A scension Parish Library, a 
blended com ponent unit, nor th e financial statem ents of th e following discretely presented compo nent 
units: 

D istrict Attorney of th e Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict 
A scension Parish Sheriff 
Ascens ion Parish Clerk of Court 
A scension Parish Assessor 
A scens ion Parish Court 
Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board 
A scension Par ish Comm unication District 
East A scension H ospita l Service D istrict 
W est A scension H ospital Service D istrict 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
Ascens ion Parish W ater W orks District No. 4 

These financial statem ents were audited by oth er auditors whose re ports have be en fu rnished to us, 
and our opinion, ins ofar as it relates to th e am ounts included for th ese entities, w as based on th e report 
of th e other auditors. Furtherm ore, th e com pliance w ith  law s and regulations  of th e Ascension Parish 
Library  and th e discretely presented  com ponent uni ts listed  above w as evaluated by oth er auditors and 
th ose reports, if any, can be  found in th e se parately issued financial repo rts of each such uni t. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance  with  generally acc epted  auditing standards, Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by th e Comptroller General of th e Uni ted States, an d Office  of M ana gement 
and Budget (OM B) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Governments." Those standards and 
OM B Circular A-128 require th at we plan an d perform  th e audit to obta in reasona ble assura nce  about 
whether th e general purpose financial statem ents ar e free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 
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Com pliance with laws, regulations, contracts, an d grants applicable to the ASCENSIO N 
PARISH COUNCIL, is the responsibility of the ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL 's management. 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about wheth er th e financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent, we perform ed te sts of th e Parish's co m pliance  with  certain provisions of laws, 

regulations, co ntracts, and grants. However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose 
financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall co mpliance with such provisions . 
Accordingly, we do not express such an  opinion. 

The results of our tests disclosed  no instance s of noncom pliance that are required to be reported 
under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 

This report is intended for th e inform ation of th e Council, m anagem ent, and th e Legislative 
Auditor. H owever, this report is a m atter of public record an d its distribution is not lim ited . 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 6, 1996 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITO RS' REPO RT O N SYSTEM S SURVEY 
AND COM PLIANCE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Honorable President and M embers 
of the A scension Parish Council 

D onaldsonville, Louisiana 

W e have audited th e general purpose fin ancial statem ents an d the com bining, individual fund 
an d account groups financial statem ents of th e ASCENSION PARISH CO UNCIL as of and for the 
year ended  Decembe r 31, 1995, as listed  in the table of contents, and ha ve issued  our report thereon 
dated June 6, 1996. W e did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a 
blended  com po nent unit, nor th e financial statem ents of th e follow ing discre tely pre sented com ponent 
units: 

D istrict Attorney of th e Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict 
A scension Parish Sheriff 
A scens ion Parish Clerk of Court 
Ascens ion Parish A ssessor 
A scens ion Parish Court 
Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board 
A scension Parish Com m unication D istrict 
East A scens ion H ospita l Service D istrict 

W est Ascens ion Hospital Service D istrict 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 4 

These financial statem ents were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, 
and our opinion, ins ofar as it relates to the am ounts included for these entities, was base d on th e report 
of the other auditors. Furtherm ore, th e auditors' repo rts on the system s surv ey and com pliance 
questionnaire of th e Asce ns ion Parish Library and th e discretely prese nted com ponent units listed 
above, if any, can be found in the separately issued financial re ports of each such unit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; 
Governmental Auditing Standards, issued by th e Com ptroller General of th e U ni ted States; and Office 

of M ana gement and Budget (OM B) Circular A-128, "Aud its of State andLocal Go vernments." Those 
standards and OM B Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance  about wheth er the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m ate rial m isstatem ent. 
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Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to th e ASCENSION 
PARISH CO UN CIL, is th e responsibility of th e AS CENSION PARISH CO UN CIL 's m anagem ent. 
As part of obtaining re asonable assurance  about whether th e financial statem ents are free of material 
m isstatem ent, we tested th e ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UN CIL 's re sponses to the systems survey and 
co mpliance questionnaire co ncerning certain provisions  of laws and regu lations. H owever, the 

objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on 
overall co m pliance  w ith such provisions . Accordingly, we do not express aleh an opinion. 

The re sults of our tests indica te that, with respect to th e item s tested, the AS CENSION 
PARISH COUN CIL  complied , in all material re spects, with th e provisions re ferred to in the 
precedin g paragraph. W ith re spect to item s not te sted, nothing cam e to our attention that caused us 
to believe that the AS CENSION PARISH COUN CIL had not complied , in all m aterial respects, with 
th ose provisions. 

This report is in tended for th e inform ation of th e Council, m anagem ent, and th e Legislative 
Auditor. However, this repo rt is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 6, 1996 

111 

Certified  Public Accountants 



 

IND EPEND ENT AUD ITO RS' REPO RT O N 
PARISH SYSTEM  O F RO AD TRAN SPO RTATION 

H onorable President and M em bers 
of the Ascension Parish Council 

D onaldsonville, Louisiana 

W e have audited th e general purpose financial statem ents and th e com bining, individual fund and 
account groups fina ncial statem ents of the ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UN CIL as of and for th e year 
ended December 31, 1995, as listed in th e table of contents, and have issued our report th ereon dated 
June 6, 1996. W e did not audit th e financial statem ents of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended  
com ponent unit, nor the fina ncial statem ents of the follow ing discre te ly pre sented co m ponent uni ts: 

District Attorney of th e Twenty-Third Judicial District 
A scension Parish Sheriff 
A scension Parish Clerk of Court 
A scens ion Parish Assessor 
A sc ens ion Parish Court 
Twenty-Th ird Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
A scens ion Parish Com m unication D istrict 
East A scens ion H ospital Service D istrict 
W est A scens ion H ospital Serv ice D istrict 
A scension Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 4 

These fina ncial sta tem ents were audited by other auditors whose  reports ha ve be en fu rnished to us, 
an d our opinion, ins ofar as it relates to th e am ounts in cluded, w as based  on th e report of th e other 
auditors. Furtherm ore, th e auditors' reports on parish system  of road trans portation of th e Ascens ion 
Parish Library and th e discretely presented com po nent units listed  above, if any, can  be  found in  th e 
se parately issued  financial reports of each such uni t. 

W e conducted  our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller of the United  States, an d Offiee of M anagement and 
Budget (OM B) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Go vernments." Th ose standards and OMB 
Circular A -128 require that we plan and perform  th e audit to obta in reasonable assurance  about 
wheth er th e general purpose fina ncial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 
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Com pliance w ith law s, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Ascens ion Parish 
Council, is th e respons ibility of th e Ascens ion Parish Council's m anagem ent. As part of obtaining 
reasonable assurance  about whether th e financial statem ents are free of material m isstatem ent, we 
te sted th e Ascens ion Parish Council's co m pliance  w ith  Louisiana Revised Statutes 48:751-760, the 
Parish Transpo rtation Act, relating to the adoption of a parish system of road adm inistration. 
However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an 
opinion on overall com plian ce w ith  such provisions . Accordingly, we do not express such an  opinion. 

The results of our te sts disclosed no ins tances of m aterial nonco mpliance with th e provisions  of 
the Parish Trans po rtation Act. 

This repo rt is intended  for th e inform ation of the Council, m anagem ent, and Legislative Auditor 
H owever, th is repo rt is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana  
June 6, 1996 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITO RS' REPO RT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
STRUCTURE USED IN ADM INISTERIN G 

FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTAN CE PROGRAM S 

H onorable President and M em bers 
of the A scension Parish Council 

D oua ldsonville, Louisiana 

W e have audited th e genera l purpose financial statem ents an d th e com bining, individual fund and 
account groups financial statem ents of th e AS CENSION PARISH COUNCIL, as of and for th e year 
ended Decem be r 31, 1995, an d ha ve issued  our report th ereon dated June 6, 1996. W e have also 
audited th e compliance of th e AS CENSION PARISH COUNCIL, with requirements applicable to 
major federal assistance programs an d have issued our repo rt thereon da ted June 6, 1996. W e did not 
audit th e fmancial statem ents of th e A scension Parish Library, a blended  com po nent unit, nor the 
financial statem ents of th e following discretely pre sented  com po nent units: 

D istrict Attorn ey of the Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict 
Ascension Parish Sheriff 
A scension Parish Clerk of Court 
A scension Parish Assessor 
A sce ns ion Parish Court 
Twenty -Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
A scension Parish Com m unication D istrict 
East A scens ion H ospita l Service  D istrict 
W est Asce ns ion Hospital Service District 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict No. 2 
A scension Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 4 
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The m anagem ent of ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL is responsible for establishing and 
maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this respo nsibility, estimates and judgements 
by m anagem ent are required to assess the expected benefits and re lated costs of in ternal control 
structure po licies and procedures. Th e objectives of an  internal co ntrol structure are to provide 
m anagem ent w ith reasona ble, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from 
una uth orized use or dispo sition, th at transactions  are executed in accordance  w ith  m anagem ent's 
auth orization and rec orded properly to pe rm it th e preparation of general purpose financial statem ents 
in  acc ordance w ith  generally accepted acc ounting principles, an d that fed eral financial assistance 
program s are m anaged in com pliance with applicable laws an d regulations . Because of inherent 
lim itations  in any internal control structure, errors, irregu larities, or ins tance s of noncompliance  m ay 
nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future 
pe riods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions 
or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of po licies an d procedure s m ay deteriorate. 

For th e purpose of th is report, we have classified th e significant in ternal control structu re 
po licies and procedures used in adm inistering fed eral financial assistance program s into th e following 
categories: 

Accounting controls: 

o Revenue/receipts 
o Purchases/disbursem ents 

Adm inistrative controls: 

o Political activity 
o Civil rights 
o Cash m anagem ent 
o Federal fina ncial reports 
o D ru g free workplace 
o Allowable costs/cost principles 
o Adm inistrative requirem ents 

Spe cific controls 

0 

0 

0 

Eligibility 
Reporting 
Cost allocation 
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For all of the internal control structure categories listed above, we obtained an understanding 
of the design of relevant policies an d procedure s and determ ined whether they have been placed in 
operation, and we assessed control risk. 

During the year ended December 31, 1995, the ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL, expe nded  
91 percent of its total federal financial assistance under major federal financial assistance programs. 

W e pe rform ed  te sts of controls, as required by OM B Circular A-128, to evaluate the 
effectiveness of th e design and ope ra tion of internal control structure policies and procedures that we 
considered relevant to pre venting or detecting m ate rial noncom pliance w ith  specific requirem ents, 
genera l re quire m ents, an d re quirem ents governing claim s for advances and re im bursem ents and 
am ounts claim ed  or used for matching that are applicable to each of the ASCENSION PARISH 
COUNCIL's major fed eral financial assistance programs, which are identified  in the accompan ying 
Sched ule of Fed eral Financial Assistance. Our procedures were  less in scope  than would be necessary 
to re nder an  opinion on these internal control structu re policies and procedure s. Acc ordingly, we do 
not express such an  opinion. 

Our considera tion of the internal control structure po licies and procedures used in adm inistering 
fed eral fin ancial assistance  would not nece ssarily disclose  all m atters in  the in ternal co ntrol structu re 
that m ight cons titu te m aterial weaknesses under standards established  by the Am erican Ins titu te of 
Certified  Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a re po rtable cond ition in whi ch th e design or 
operation of one or m ore of th e in ternal control structu re elem ents does not reduce to a re latively low 
level th e risk th at noncom plian ce w ith  laws an d regulations that would be ma terial to a fed era l 
financial assistance program  m ay occur an d not be  detected within a tim ely pe riod by em ployees in  
the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions . W e noted  no ma tters involving th e internal 
control structu re and its ope rations  that we cons ider to be  m aterial weaknesses as  defined above. 

H owever, we noted certain m atters involvin g the in ternal control structu re an d its operation th at 
we have reported to th e m anagem ent of th e ASCEN SIO N PARISH CO U NC IL . Those com m ents are 
included with th is report as Financial and Opera tional Recomm endations . 

Th is report is intended for th e inform ation of th e Council, m anagem ent, and th e Legislative 
Auditor. H owever, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana  
June 6, 1996 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPO RT ON COM PLIANCE 
W ITH THE GENERAL REQUIREM ENTS APPLICABLE TO 

FEDERAL FINAN CIAL ASSISTANCE PROG RAM S 

H onorable President and M em bers 
of the A scension Parish Council 

D onaldsonville, Louisiana 

W e have audited th e general purpose f'mancial statem ents and th e com bining, individual fund 
and account groups f'mancial statem ents of ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL as of an d for th e year 
ended Decem be r 31, 1995, as listed in th e table of contents , and have issued our report th ereon dated 
June 6, 1996. W e did not audit th e fina ncial statem ents of th e Ascension Parish Library, a blended 
com po nent unit, nor the fina ncial statem ents of the follow ing discretely prese nted com ponent units: 

D istrict A ttorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict 
A scension Parish Sheriff 
A scension Parish Clerk of Court 
A scens ion Parish A ssessor 
Ascension Parish Court 
Tw enty-Third Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board 
Ascens ion Parish Comm unication District 
East A scension H ospita l Service D istrict 
W est A scens ion H ospital Service D istrict 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict No. 2 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 4 

These fina ncial statem ents were audited by oth er auditors whose reports have be en fu rnished to us, 
and our opinion, ins ofar as it relates to the am ounts in cluded for these entities, was based on th e report 
of th e other auditors, Furtherm ore, th e com pliance w ith  th e general requirem ents applicable to fed eral 
fina ncial assistance program s of th e Asce ns ion Parish Library  and the discretely presented  component 
units listed above w as evaluated by oth er auditors and th ose reports, if an y, can be found in th e 
separately issued fina ncial reports of each such unit. Federal assistance of th e compo nent units 
represent 3 % of tota l federal financial assista nce. 
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W e have applied procedures to test ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UN CIL's com pliance with th e 
following re quirem ents applicable to its fed eral financial assistance program s, which are identified  in 
th e Schedule of Fed eral Financial Assistance , for th e year ended  December 31, 1995: 

Political activity 
Civil rights 
Cash m anagem ent 
Fed era l financial reports 
D rug-free workplace 
Allowable cost principles 
Adm inistrative requirem ents 

Our procedures were lim ited to the applicable procedures described in th e Office of 

Management and Budget's Compliance Supplement for Single Audits of State and Local Governments. 
Our procedures were substantially less in scope than an audit, the objective of which is the expression 
of an  opinion on th e ASCENSION PARISH COUN CIL 's complian ce  with the requirements listed  
in th e preceding paragraph. Accordin gly, we do not express such an opinion. 

W ith  respect to th e item s tested , the results of th ose procedures disc losed no m aterial instance s 
of noncom pliance w ith  th e requirem ents listed  in  th e second paragraph of this report. W ith  respe ct 
to item s not tested, nothing cam e to our attention that caused us to be lieve that th e ASCENSIO N 
PARISH CO UN CIL  had not com plied, in all m aterial re spects, with  th ose  requirem ents. 

This report is intended for th e inform ation of th e Council, m anagem ent, and th e Legislative 
Auditor. H owever, th is report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

June 6, 1996 

118 

Certified Public Acc ountants 



FAULK 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPO RT ON COM PLIANCE 
W ITH SPECIFIC REQUIREM ENTS APPLICABLE TO M AJOR 

FEDERAL FINAN CIA L ASSISTANCE PROG RAM S 

H onorable President and M em bers 
of the Ascension Parish Council 

Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

W e have audited th e general purpose fin ancial statem ents and th e com bining, individual fund 
an d account groups financial statem ents of ASCENSION PAR ISH CO UNCIL, as of and for th e year 
ended Decem ber 31, 1995, as listed in the table of contents, and have issued  our report thereon dated  
June 6, 1996. W e did not audit th e financial state m ents of th e Ascension Parish Library, a blended 
com ponent unit, nor th e financial statem ents of th e follow ing discretely pre sented  com ponent uni ts : 

D istrict Attorney of th e Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict 
Ascension Parish Sheriff 
Ascens ion Parish Clerk of Court 
A scension Parish A ssessor 
A scension Parish Court 
Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board 
Ascens ion Parish Com m uni cation D istrict 
East Ascens ion H ospital Service D istrict 
W est Ascens ion H ospital Service D istrict 
Ascension Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
A scension Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 4 

These financial statem ents were audited by other auditors whose  repo rts have been fu rnished  to us, 
and our opinion, insofar as it relates to th e am ounts included for these entities, was based on th e repo rt 
of th e oth er auditors. Furtherm ore, th e com pliance w ith  th e specific requirem ents applicable to fed eral 
fina ncial assistance program s of th e A scension Parish Library an d th e discretely prese nted com ponent 
units listed above was evaluated by oth er auditors an d those re ports, if any, can  be  found in the 
separately issued fina ncial reports of each such uni t. Fed eral assistance of th e com ponent units 
represent 3 % of total fed eral fina ncial assistance. 

W e ha ve also audited  ASCENSION PARISH CO UN CIL's compliance with th e requirements 
governing eligibility; special reporting requirem ents; and special tests and provisions  that are 
applicable to each of its major fed eral fina ncial assistance programs, which are identified in the 
acc om panying Schedule of Federal Fina ncial Assistance, for th e year ended  Decem ber 31, 1995. The 
m ana gem ent of ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UN CIL  is responsible for ASCENSIO N PAR ISH 
CO UN CIL 's com pliance w ith th ose requirem ents. Our respons ibility is to expre ss an  opini on on 
com plian ce w ith  th ose requirem ents based on our audit. 
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W e conducted our audit of com pliance with th ose requirem ents in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards; Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller Gene ra l of 
the United States; and Office of M anagement and Budget Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local 
Governmems." Those standards and OM B Circular A-128 require that we plan ~ d perform the audit 
to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material nonc ompliance  with !~  requirem ents re ferred 
to above occurred. An audit in cludes exam ining, on a test basis, evitLaace  flaout ASCENSION 
PARISH COUNCIL's complian ce with th ose requirem ents. W e believe that our ~tudit provides a 
reasonable bas is for our opinion. 

In our opinion, ASCENSION PARISH CO UN CIL complied , in all material re spects, with 
the re quirem ents governing eligibility; special reportin g requirem ents; and special tests and provisions 
that are applicable to each of its major fed eral financial assistance programs, for the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 1995. 

This report is in tended for th e inform ation of the Council, raanagemem , and th e Legislative 
Auditor. H owever, th is report is a m atter of public record an d its distribution is not lim ited . 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 6. 1996 
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INDEPENDENT AUD ITO RS' REPO RT O N 
SCHEDULE O F FEDERAL FINAN CIAL ASSISTAN CE 

H onorable President and M em bers 
of the Ascension Parish Council 

Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

W e have audited th e general purpose fin ancial statem ents an d th e com bining, individual fund 
an d account groups fmancial statem ents of the ASCENSIO N PAR ISH CO UNCIL , as of and for the 
year ended  D ecem be r 31, 1995, an d ha ve issued our report th ereon dated June 6, 1996. These general 
purpose financial statements are th e re sponsibility of ASCENSION PARISH COUN CIL's 
m anagement. Our respons ibility is to express an  opinion on th ese genera l purpose financial statements 
based  on our audit. W e did not audit th e financial statem ents of th e A scension Parish Library, a 
blended com ponent unit, nor th e fin ancial statem ents of th e following discre tely presented  com ponent 
units: 

D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District 
A scens ion Parish Sheriff 
A scens ion Parish Clerk of Court 
A sc ens ion Parish Assessor 
A scens ion Parish Court 
Tw enty-Third Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board 
A scens ion Parish Com m unication D istrict 
East A scens ion H ospita l Service  D istrict 
W est A scension H ospital Service  D istrict 
A scens ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
Asce ns ion Parish W ater W orks D istrict No. 4 

Th ese financial statem ents were audited by oth er auditors whose repo rts ha ve been fu rnished to us, 
and our opinion, ins ofar as it relates to th e am ounts in cluded for th ese entities, was based on th e repo rt 
of th e oth er auditors. Furtherm ore, th e auditors' re po rts on th e sc hedule of federal financial assistance 
of th e A sce ns ion Parish Library  an d th e discretely presented  com po nent uni ts listed  above, if any, can  
be found in th e separately issued financial reports of each such unit. Fed eral financial assistance of 
com ponent units represents 3 % of total federal financial assistance . 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with genera lly accepted auditing standards, Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by th e Com ptroller Genera l of th e Uni ted States, and th e provisions of 
Office of M ana gement an d Budget Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Governments. ~ Th ose 
standards and OM B Circular A-128 require th at we plan an d perform  the audit to obtain reasona ble 
assurance about whether th e general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatement. 
An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence  suppo rting the am ounts and disc losures in the 
general purp ose financial statem ents. An audit also in cludes assessing th e accounting principles used 
and signi ficant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating th e overa ll fin ancial statem ent 
presentation. W e believe th at our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
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Our audit was conducted for the purpose of form ing an opinion on th e general purpose fin ancial 
statem ents of ASCENSION PAR ISH CO UN CIL, taken as a whole. The accompan ying Schedule 
of Federa l Financial A ssistance is prese nted for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required  

pan of the general purpose financial statements. Th e information in this schedule has been subjected 
to th e auditin g procedure s applied  in the audit of th e gene ral purpose , eom bining~ individual fund an d 
account groups financial statem ents and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all m aterial respects in 
re lation to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. Fed eral financial assistance 

expenditures totaling $242,092 included in the Schedule have been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied  in  th e audit of th e A scension Parish Sheriff and th e D istrict Attorn ey of th e Twenty-Third 
Judicial D istrict's financial statem ents perform ed by th e oth er auditors whose  re port on th e Sched ule 
of Fed eral Financial Assistance  ha s been furn ished to us. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 6, 1996 
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A SCEN SIO N PARISH  CO UN CIL 

STATISTICAL SECTIO N 

The accom panying pages are for use in 
com paring the results of 1995 operations and 1996 budget 

am ounts to those of prior years. The significance of the inform ation 
is th e long-term  trends associated w ith  th e statistics. 



INDEPENDENT AUDITO RS' REPO RT O N 
SUPPLEM ENTAR Y INFO RM A TION 

H onorable President and M em bers 
of the A scension Parish Council 

D onaldsonville, Louisiarm 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general-purpose financial 

statem ents taken as a whole. The supplem entary inform ation on pages S-2 to S-29 is presented for 

purp oses of additional ana lysis and is not a required part of th e general-purpose fin ancial statem ents 

The supplem entary  inform ation for the years ended Decem ber 31, 1995, 1994, 1993, and 1992 has 

be en subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general-purpose financial 

statem ents and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all m aterial respects in relation to the general-purpose 

financial statem ents taken as a whole. The budget figures for the year ending Decem ber 31, 1996 

were adopted by the Parish Council in Decem be r 1995 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 6, 1996 
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TO TA L ASSETS* - REPO RTIN G ENTITY 
PARISH O F ASCENSIO N 

DECEM BER 31,1995 

NCASH & I-I~/EsTMEN'TS ACCTS REC~V/~BLE +m--REQUIRED F:ORDEBT 
RES'fRICTED ASSETS ==OTHER N GFA 

TOTAL ASSETS = $ 146,844,011 

*IN THOUSANDS 

TOTAL Li 

TOTAL 

A BILITIES & FU N D EQ U ITY* - R EPO RTIN G ENT 
PARISH OF ASCENSION 

$23 

DECEM BER 1995 

$110,547 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE '==DUE ]O 

m OTHER PAYABLES ==FUND E 

LIABILITIES = $ 36296.679 

* IN THOUSANDS 

TOTAL FUND EQUITY = $110,547.332 
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TO TA L ASSETS* - C O M PO N ENT U N ITS 
PARISH O F ASCENSIO N 

$19 

$16,737 

DECEMBER 31,1995 
H& INVEsTMENTS~  ACCTS RECEIVABLE 
ER 1 FIXED ASSETS 

154 

g46 

mRESTRiCTEDASSETS 

TOTAL ASSETS = $ 56,343,774 

* IN THOUSANDS 

TO TA L LIA B ILITIES * - C O M PO N EN T U N ITS 
PARISH O F ASCENSIO N 

ACC()UNTS PAYABLE 
L\T PAYABLES 

. 

$5,808 

DECEM BER 31. 1995 

$695 

15 

I DUETO FUNDS I UNSETTLED DEPOSITS 

I OTHER PAYABLES 

TOTAL LIABIUTIES = $ 8,610,296 

*IN THOUSANDS 
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REVEN UES*- REPO RTING ENTITY 

G O VERN M ENTAL FUN D TY PE O N LY 
ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

DECEM BER 31,1995 
m'iAX~S - ILICE'-NSES~. INTERGOVERNMENTAL DCfJA-I~GESFOR 

PERMITS SERVICES 

m RNES & mmMISCELLANEOUS 

R~,+u~ E~  
TOTAL REVENUES = $34,836.177 

EXPEN D ITU RES * - REPO RTIN G ENTITY 

G O VERN M ENTAL FUN D TYPE O N LY 
ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

6 

79 

$6.600 

DECEM BER 31,1995 

mGENERAL -- mPUBLi~ mPUBLIC HEALTH& WCULTURE ~ mINTER 
GOVERNMENT SAFETY W ORKS W ELFARE RECREATION GOVERNMENTAL 

mm(Z3APIIAL ~ DEBT 
PRO,FECTS SERVICE 

TO"[AL EXPENDITURES = $ 26,337,134 



EXPEN D ITU R ES * - C O M PO N ENT U N ITS 

G O VERNM ENTAL FUN D TYPE O N LY 
ASC ENSIO N PARISH CO UNC IL 

$25 

DECEM BER 31,1995 

..-PUBLid ..,CULTURE 8, RECREATi6N  ] 
GOMERNME_ N]~ SAFETY / 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES = $ 9,3B5,889 

* IN ]HOUSANDS 



REVENUES - PRIM ARY G OVERNM ENT 
G OVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE O NLY 

ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL 

/1 

II 
t 



S-ll 



 

G EN ERA L FU N D 
REVEN U ES & EXPEND ITURES 

ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL 

2 

992 1993 1994 1995 1996 B 

II--~OTAL REVI~IUE'I  ~O3"AL_'EXPENDITURES 
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SALES TAX CO LLECTIO NS 
RESTRICTED & UNRESTRICTED 

ASC ENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

1~ 3 1~ 4 1~ 5 1996-B 

{m DRAINAGE [Z]OTHER 
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UNRESTRICTED SALES TAX REVENUE SO URCES 
ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL 

B 

7 m  m 6 
5 ] 

i' 
3 

2 

1 
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UNRESTRICTED SALES TAX 
CO LLECTIO NS & DISBURSEM ENTS 

ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

I',,I 



RO AD & BRIDG E FUND EXPENDITURES 
ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

~BPERSONNEL [~MATERIALS mK)PERATING 1 TRANSFERS OUT IBCAP]TAL OUTLAY 
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EAST ASC DRAIN RESTRICTED REVEN UES 
ASCENSIO N PARISH COUNCIL 



.o 

EAST ASC D RAIN RESTRICTED 

REVENUES & EXPENDITURES 
ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996-B 

1-o]-AL REVENUES- BI 'TOTAL ~PENDiTL/RES] 

S-19 



EAST ASC UNRESTRICTED D RAIN FUN D 

REVENUES 

1902 11)93 1~ 4 1995 I~ B 

=~ADVALOREM TAXES "mSTA'[E REV SHARING ~3OTHER ] 

EAST ASC UNRESTRICTED DRAIN FUND 
EXPEN DITURES 

ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

1 gB2 1 g93 1 ~ 4 1 ~ 5 1 ~ 6~B 

PERSONNEL ~REPAIRS ==OPERATING] CAPITAL OUTLAY ==TRANSFERS 
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W EST ASC EN SIO N D RAINAG E REVEN U ES 
ASCENSION PARISH CO UNCIL 
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H EALTH U N IT FU N D REVEN U ES 
ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL 
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H EALTH U N IT FU N D 

REVENUES & EXPENDITURES 
ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL 
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M ENTAL H EALTH FU N D EXPEN DITU RES 
ASCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 
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A SCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

SPECIA L R EV EN U E FU N D S 

RO AD AND BRIDG E M AINTENANCE FUND 

The Road and Bridge M aintenance Fund is used to account for m aintenance of Parish highways, streets, 
an d bridges. Financing has been provided by the appropriation of sales taxes an d entitlem ent from the 
State's Parish Transportation Fund. 

EAST AN D W EST A SCENSIO N DRAINAG E FUN DS 

The East and W est A scension Drainage Funds are used to account for the m aintenance, im provem ents, 
and repairs to the gravity drainage systems in their respective parts of the Parish. Financing is 
provided prim arily by ad valorem taxes, state revenue sharing funds, and ded icated  sales taxes. 

SALES AND U SE TAX DISTRIC T NO S. 1 & 2 FUN DS 

The Sales and U se Tax Funds are used to account for the collection of a one and one-half percent sa les 
and use tax in the Parish. The Council participates in centralized adm inistration of local sales taxes 
for the Parish. Tile taxes are remitted to the appropriate funds as budgeted by the Council annually, 
or as ded icated. 

H EALTH U NIT FUN D 

The H ealth U nit Fund is used to account for the operations of the Parish health unit. Financing is 
provided  prim arily by ad valorem  taxes and state revenue sharing. 

M ENTAL H EA LTH C ENTER FUN D 

Th e M ental Health Center Fund is used to account for that portion of th e operations of the Parish 
m ental health center not accounted for by the D epartm ent of Health and Hospitals, O ffice of M ental 
Health an d Substance A buse. Finan cing is provided  by ad valorem  taxes and state revenue sharing. 

FIRE PRO TECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 1 FU N D 

Th e Fire Protection District No. 1 Fund is used to account for the m aintenance and operation of a fire 
protection system  consisting of eight fire service units: M odeste Volunteer, G eism ar Volunteer, 
Prairieville, Fifth District, St. A m ant, Sorrento, Seventh District Volun teer an d Gonzales. In 1994, a 
dedicated sales and use tax of one-third of one-half of one percent was approved  to finance the District. 

RECREATIO N CO M M ISSION FUND 

Th e Recreation Com m ission Fund is used  to account for the recreational activities for th e youth of the 
Parish. Th e Comm ission is fun ded primarily by an annual budgetary dedication of six and two-thirds 
percent of the one-percent parish wide sales tax. 
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A SCENSIO N PARISH CO UNCIL 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS (Continued) 

RO AD LIG H TING DISTRICT M AINTENANCE FUNDS 

The Road Lighting District M aintenance Funds are used to account for the operations an d m aintenance 
of street lights in D istricts 1 through 7. Financing is provided by ad valorem  taxes and state revenue 
sharing funds. 

JAIL FU ND 

The Jail Fund is used to account for the operation of the Parish jail 

LAW  O FFICER 'S CO U RT FUND 

Th e Law Officer's Court Fun d is used to acco un t for the juror and witness fees incurred in parish court 
trial cases. Financing is provided through court fin es an d bond forfeitures. 

SECTIO N 8 FU ND 

Th e Section 8 Fun d is used to account for resources gra nted  by the Departm ent of H ousing and Urban 
Developm ent to provide housing assistance to low incom e fam ilies. 

FO O D SERVICE FUND 

The Food Service Fund is used to account for expenditures of th e Departm ent of Education's Summ er 
Food Serv ice Program . 

TO URIST C ENTER FU N D 

Th e Tourist Center Fund is used  to account for collection of sales taxes on hotels and m otels. Th e 
Center provides inform ation on local tourism . 

CO UNCIL O N AG ING FUN D 

Th e Council on Aging Fund is used to account for collection of ad valorem taxes designated  for the 
elderly of A scension Parish. 

JUDICIAL DISTR ICT FAM ILIES IN N EED O F SERVICES FU ND 

Th e Judicial District Fam ilies in Need  of Services Fun d is used to account for the Fam ilies in Need 
of Services Program . 

LIBR ARY FUN D 

Th e Library Fund is used to accoun t for the collection of a parish-wide ad valorem  tax ded icated to 
the m aintenance of the library  system . Th e libra ry  provides the citizens of th e parish access to library 
m aterials, books, m agazines, records, and film s. 
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Roed Lighting 
No. 5 

$ 

Road Lighting 
No. 6 

21,189 $ 

8,399 
4 

1,822 

Road Lighting 
No. 7 

Totals 
1995 

(Memorandum Only) 

$ 

4,692 

590 

305,840 

147,979 
54 

21,338 

$ 31,414 $ 242,094 $ 5,082 ~ 475,211 

$ 1,393 $ 

285 

1. 678 

3,200 
26,536 

29.736 

5,636 $ 

2.472 

8,100 

200 
233.786 

233.986 

300 $ 

152 
1,238 

45 
3,347 

3,392 

13,030 

5,019 
13,400 

31,449 

7,405 
436,357 

443,762 

$ 31,414 $ 242,094 $ 5,082 $ 475,211 

Exhibit C-I 
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A SC EN SIO N PARISH  CO UN CIL 

SPECIAL REVENUES FUNDS - ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICTS 
COM BIN IN G STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHA NGES IN  FUND BALANCES  

REVENUES 
Taxes 
lntergovernmenta 
Miscellaneous 

Tote| revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
General government 
Public works 

TOte[ expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expe nditures 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers out 
Transfer out 
General fund 

Total other financin9 sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expe nd itures and  other sources (uses) 

Fund balances at beginning of year 

FUnd ba lances at end  of year 

For the year ended Decetllber 31, 199 5 

Road L~ght~n9 
No. 1 

$ 

Ro~d L~ght~n9 
No. 2 

18,551 $ 
7,773 
1,941 

28,265 

628 
14,378 

13,259 

(7DD) 

12.559 

48,804 

Road t~Rht~ng 
No. 3 

23,082 $ 
576 

4,171 

27,829 

7'81 
16,991 

17,772 

10,057 

9,357 

95,312 

Road L[ghting 
NO. 4 

14,922 $ 
5,532 

17 

20,471 

505 
17,570 

18,075 

(500) 

(5D0) 

9,518 

5,795 
3,060 

8,855 

196 
8,696 

8,892 

(37) 

(37) 

(761) 

$ 61,363 $ 104,669 $ 11,414 $ (798) 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 
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Rood Lighting 
No. 5 

Road Lighting 
No. 6 

8,548 $ 
2,733 
1,137 

12.418 

285 
12,952 

13.237 

(819) 

(300) 

(300) 

(1,119) 

30,855 

Totals 
Road Lighting 1995 

No. 7 (MerrK)randum Only) 

73,285 $ 
11,648 
8,115 

92,848 

2,472 
63.128 

65,600 

27.248 

(2,200) 

(2.200) 

25,048 

208,938 

4,511 $ 
885 
26 

5,422 

152 
4,863 

5,015 

407 

(100) 

(100) 

307 

3,085 

148,694 
32,007 
15,407 

196,108 

5,019 
138.578 

143,597 

52,511 

(4,800) 

(4,500) 

48,011 

395,751 

$ 29,736 $ 233,986 $ 3,392 $ 443,762 
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ASCENSIO N PARISH COUNCIL 
E A ST A SC EN SIO N D RA IN A G E FUND  

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Ad vaLorem 
Sales and use 

Intergovernmenta[ 
State revenue sharing 

Miscellaneous 
Interest 
Sate of property 

Iota[ revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Genera[ government 
COntribution to retirement system 

public works 
Personnel 
Vehicular rr~intenance 
Repairs - flood contro 
Materials and  supplies 
Utilities 
Engineer 
Insurance 
Equi nt rental 
Gaso l~er~ and oil 
Other charges and  services 
Judgements 
Capital outlay - equipment 
Weed control 
lax collector 

Total expend itures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 
Transfer in 
East Ascension Drainage 
Restricted Sinking Fund 
East Ascension Drainage 
Restricted Reserve fund 
Office Construction Fund 

OP~Trating transfers out ransfer Out 
General Fund 
East Ascension Drainage 
Restricted Sinking Fund 

Total other financing  sources (uses) 

Excess (deficienc y) of revenues over 
expe nditures and  other sources (uses) 

Fund balanc es at beginning of year 

fund balances at end  of year 

For.the year ended December 31, 1995 

East Ascension Draina ge 
Unrestricted  

Variance 
Favorable 

Budget ActuaI (Unfavorable) 

$ 3,716 

(3,757) 

(20600) 

1,363,600 1,360,959 (2,641) 

43,450 

796,300 
35,000 

141,300 

10,000 
18,300 
4 600 
2O~O00 
22,600 

110,800 
34,500 

1,256,850 

I~ ,~ 0 

(34,300) 

(34,30D) 

72,450 

632,415 

39,917 

793,763 
56,662 

125,009 

6,771 
18o300 
4 452 
17~064 
18,336 

65,590 
29,667 

1,175,533 

185,426 

(34,300) 

(34,30D) 

151,126 

3,533 

2 
(I 

16 

3 

q 

81,317 

78,676 

78,676 

$ 704,865 $ 783,541 $ 78,676 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral pe rt of this statement 
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East Ascension Drainage 
Restricted 

Budget Actua 

= 4,300,0;0 = 4
,
392,2;8 = 

194,000 
1,400 

177,933 

East Ascension 
Drainage Fund 

Variance - 
Favorabte 

(Unfavorabte) Bud get Actua 

92,2~83 $ 1,177,000 $ 1,180,716 $ 
4,300,000 4,392,238 

(16,067) 
(1,400) 

184,000 

194,000 
4,000 

180,243 

177,933 

Variance - 
Favorabte 

(Unfavorable) 

3,716 
92,238 

(3,757) 

(16,067) 
(4,000) 

4,495,400 4,570,171 74,771 5,859,000 5,931,130 72,130 

2,387,900 

2.107.500 

22,000 

70,000 
56,562 

(161,500) 

(1,353,700) 

(1,366,638) 

740,862 

3,659,079 

2,358,348 

20,176 

64,840 
56,899 

(161,500) 

(1,353,664) 

(1,373,249) 

81,867 
(5,248 
1,096 
6,351 
1,810 
8,735 

2,251 
7,239 
6,483 
32,175 
23,972 
6,659 
2,687 

176,077 

250,848 

(1,824) 

(5,160) 
337 

36 

(6,611) 

43,450 39,917 3,533 

3,644,750 

2,214,250 

148,562 

(1,549,500) 

(1,400,938) 

3,387,355 

2,543,775 

20,176 $ 

64,840 
56,899 

(195,800) 

(1,353,664) 

(1,407,549) 

257,395 

329,525 

(128,386) 

6~,840 
56,899 

1,353,700 

(1,353,664) 

(6,611) 

985,099 244,237 813,312 1,136,226 322,914 

3,659,0~  4,291,494 6,291,494 

$ 4,399,941 $ 4,644,178 $ 246,237 $ 5,104,806 $ 5,427,720 $ 322,914 

Exhibit C-5 
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