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January 30, 2004 
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W e have audited the accompanying finan cial statem ents of th e governm ental activities, th e genera l fund, 
the juvenile probation special revenue fund an d the FINS special revenue filnd of the Judicial Clerk's 
Fund of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court, Chalm ette, Louisian a, a componen t unit of the St. 
Bernard Parish Council, as of and for th e year ended Deccm bcr 3 I, 2003 which coUectively com prises 
the Judicial Clerk's Fun d of th c Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court's basic financial statem ents as 
listed in th e table of contents. These financial statem ents are the responsibility of th e Judicial Clerk's 
Fun d of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court's man agement. Our responsibility is to express an  
opinion on these basic finan cial statem ents based on our  audit. 

W e conducted our  audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in th e United State s of 
Am erica and the standards applicable to finan cial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan  and 
perform  th e audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether th e basic finan cial statem ents are free of 
m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am oun ts 
an d di sclosur es in th e basic finan cial statem ents. An  audi t also includes assessing th e accoun tin g 
principles used an d significan t estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall bas ic 
financial statem ent presentation. W e believe th at our  audit provides a reasonable basis for our  opinion. 

In our opinion, the basic finan cial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the 

finan cial position of the governmental activities, the juvenile probation special revenue fired and the 
FIN S special revenue fund of th e Judicial Clerk's Fun d of th e Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court as of 
Decem ber 31, 2003, an d th e respective changes in financial position for the year  th en ended, in 
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in th e United States of Am erica. 

In accordance with  Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our  report dated Jan uary 30, 
2004, on our  consideration of th e Judicial Clerk's Fun d of th e Thirty-Fourth Judi cial District Court's 
internal control over financial reporting an d our  tests of its complian ce with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts an d gran ts. Th at report is an  in tegral part of an audit perform ed in accordance 

with Governmental Auditing Standards an d should be read in conjun ction with this report in considering 
th e results of our  audit. 

M an agem en t's Discussion an d Analysis on pages 4 through 8 an d th e budgetary com parison schedule 
identified as Schedules 1, 2, an d 3 ar e not required parts of the basic financial statem ents but ar e 
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supplementary inform ation required by accoun ting principles generally accepted in the United States Of 
Am erica. W e have applied certain limited procedures, which consist prim arily of in qui ries of 
m anagem ent regarding the m ethods of m easurem ent and presentation of th e required supplem entary 
inform ation. However, we did not audi t th e in form ation an d express no opinion on it. 

Respectfully subm itted, 

Dum in & Jam es, CPAs 

(A Professional Corporation) 



 



Judicial Clerk's Fund of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court 
Chalm ette, Louisiana 

M anagem ent's Discussion and Analysis 
Decem ber  31, 2003 

As m anagem ent of the Judicial Clerk's Fun d of th e Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court, Chalm ette, 

Louisiana (the "Court"), we offer readers of the Court's financial statements this narrative overview and 
analysis of th e fin ancial activities of th e Court for th e fiscal year ended Decem ber 31, 2003. This 

management discussion and an alysis ("MD&A") is designed to provide an  objective an d easy to read 
analysis of th e Court's financial activities based on currently known facts, decisions, or conditions. It is 
intended to provide readers with a broad overv iew of th e Court's finances. It is also intended to provide 
readers with an  analysis of th e Court's short-term and long-term  activities based on information 
presented in th e finan cial report an d fiscal policies that have been adopted by th e Court. Specifically, 
this section is design ed to assist th e reader in focusing on significan t finan cial issues, provide an  
overview of the Court's financial activity, identify chan ges in the Court's f'mancial position (its ability to 
address the next an d subsequen t year challenges), iden tify an y material deviations from the finan cial 
plan  (the approved budget), an d identify individual fund issues or concerns. 

This is the second year  that th e Court has presented its financial statem ents under th e reportin g m odel 
re quired by the Governm ental Accoun tin g Standards Board Statem ent Number 34. This reporting 
m odel significan tly changed the presentation of finan cial data, an d also the m anner in which the 
information is re corded. Prior year  com parative information for this reporting period has been included 
in  th ese fin ancial statem ents, along with  a narrative of th e chan ges expected from  one year  to th e next. 

As with other sections of this financial report, th e inform ation contain ed within this M D& A should be 
considered only a part of a greater whole. The readers of this statement should take tim e to re ad an d 
evaluate all sections of this report, including th e footnotes an d th e other Required Supplem ental 

Information ("RSI") that is provided in addition to this M anagement's Discussion an d An alysis 

Overview of the Financial Statem ents 

Thi s discussion an d an alysis is intended to serve as an  introduction to th e Court's financial statem ents 
The Court's basic financial statem ents consist of the followin g components: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Govern m ent-W ide Finan cial Statem ents 
Fun d Financial Statem en ts 
Notes to the Finan cial Statem ents 
Other Supplem entary Inform ation, which is in addition to the basic fmancial statem ents 
them selves. 

Governm ent-W ide Finan cial Statem ents 

Governm ent-wide financial statem ents are design ed by GASB Statem ent No. 34 to chan ge th e 
way in whi ch governm ent f'man cial statem ents are presented. It now provides re aders for the 
first time a concise "entity-wide" Statement of Net Assets and Statement of Activities, seeking to 
give the user of the financial statem ents a broad overview of the Court's financial position an d 
results of operations in a m anner sim ilar to a private-sector business. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Introduction 

Judicial Clerk's Fund of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court 
Chalm ette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statom cnts 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

The Judicial Clerk's Fund of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court was established Jun e 1986 by Act 
No. 47, Subsection A of Section 996.48 of Title 13 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 by the 
Legislature of Louisiana. 

The Act provides for th e collection of fees or costs in addition to all other fees or costs now or hereafter 
provided by law . The Clerk of Court of th e Thirty-Fourth Judi cial District Court shall collect from 
every person filing an y type of civil suit or proceeding and who is not otherwise exem pted by law from  
th e payment of court costs, a sum  to be determ ined by Judges of said district, sitting en bane, which sum  

shall not exceed thirty dollars, subject; however, to the provisions of Louisian a Code of Civil Procedure, 
Article 5181, et seq.; an d, in all criminal cases in St. Bernard Parish, th ere shall be taxed as costs against 
every defendant who is convicted after trial or after he pleads guilty or who forfeits his bond, a sum  
likewise determ ined, but which shaU not exceed twenty-five dollars, whi ch shall be in addition to all 
other fines, costs or forfeitures lawfully im posed, an d which shall be tran sm itted to the said court for 
further disposition in accordance herewith . 

The judges, en ban e, may appoint such law clerks, secretarial, clerical, research, administrative, or other 
personnel as th ey deem  necessary to expedite the business and function of the court and fix and pay all 
or any part of th e salaries or reasonable expenses of such personnel out of the m oneys in the Judi cial 
Clerk's Fund. In like manner, the judges, en bane, ma y utilize the moneys in the Judicial Clerk's Fund to 
pay all or an y part of th e cost of establishi ng or m aintaining a law library for th e court or for buying, 
leasing, or m aintaining an y type of equipm ent, supplies, or oth er item s consistent with or germ an e to the 
efficient operation of th e court, or to pay for actu al expenses incurred, including travel, lodging, tu ition, 
an d fees, by an y judge or clerk in attending an y seminar or conference germ ane to the proper operation 
of th e court. 

The accoun ting and reporting policies of the Judicial Clerk's Fun d of the Thi rty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 
Court conform  to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governm ents. Such 
accounting and reportin g procedur es also conform  to th e requirem ents of Louisiana Revised Statutes 
24:517 an d to th e industry  audi t gu ide 

The followin g is a sum m ary of certain significan t accounting policies. 

The accompanying basic finan cial statem ents of th e Judicial Expense Fun d of th e Thirty-Fourth Judi cial 

District Court have been prepared in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) 
as applied to governmental un its. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the 
accepted standar d-setting body for establishing governm ental accoun ting and finan cial reporting 
principles. 



 



 



Judicial Clerk's Fund of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court 
Chalm ette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
December 31, 2003 

finan cing uses) of current financial resources. This approach is then reconciled, through 
adjustment, to a government-wide view of Judicial Clerk's Fund office-wide operations. 

The am ounts reflected in th e General Fund and Special Revenue Fun ds, of Exhibits A 
an d B, use th e m odified accrual basis of accoun ting. Under th e m odified accrual basis of 

accoun ting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become 
both measurable an d available). M easurable means the am oun t of the transaction can  be 
determ ined an d available m eans collectible with  the current period or soon enough 
th ereafter to pay liabilities of the current period. The Judicial Clerk's Fun d office 
considers all revenues available if th ey ar e collected within 60 days after th e fiscal year 
end. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is in curred, except for 
interest an d principal paym ents on general long-term  debt which is recognized when due, 

and certain compensated absences an d claims an d judgments which are recognized when 
th e obligations ar e expected to be liquidated with expendable available financial 
resour ces. The governm ental fimds use the following practices in recording revenues an d 
expenditu res. 

Revenues - Revenues ar e generally recognized when they becom e m easur able an d 
available as net current assets. Court costs, intergovermnental grmats and interest revenue 
are recorded when due. Substantially all oth er revenues ar e recorded when received. 

Expen ditures - Expenditures are generally recognized un der th e m odified accru al basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

Govern m ental-W ide Finan cial Statem ent s (GW FS 

The column labeled Statement of Net Assets (Exhibit A) an d the column labeled 
Statement of Activities (Exhibit B) display information about the Judicial Clerk's Fun d 
offi ce as a whole. These statem ents in clude all th e fm ancial activities of th e Judicial 
Clerk's Fund offi ce. Inform ation conta ined in these colum ns reflects the econom ic 
resources m easurem ent focus and th e accrual basis of accounting. Revenues, expenses, 
gains, losses, assets, an d liabilities re sulting from  exchan ge or exchange-like transactions 

are recogn ized when the exchan ge occurs (regardless of when cash is received or 
disbursed). Revenues, expenses, gains, losses, assets an d liabilities resulting from 
nonexchange transactions are recogn ized in accordance with the requirem ents of GA SB 

Statement No. 33, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Nonexchange Transactions. 

Program Reven ues - Program  re venues included in the column labeled Statem ent  of 

Activities (Exhibit B) are derived directly from Judicial Clerk's office users as a fee for 
services; program  revenues reduce the cost of the function to be financed from  th e 
Judicial Clerk's offi ce's genera l revenues. 
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
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January 30, 2004 

Perform ed in A ccordance W ith Government Auditing Standards 

The Honorable Kirk Vaughn 
an d Honorable Judges 

Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court 
Chalm ette, Louisian a 

M ember 
American Institute of CPA's 
Society of Louisiana CPA's 

W e have audited the finan cial statements of the governmental activities, the general fund, the juvenile 
probation special revenue fund an d the FIN S special revenue fund of the Judicial Clerk's Fund of the 
Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court, Chalm ette, Louisian a, a component unit of the St. Bernard Parish 
Council, as of an d for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003, which collectively com prises th e Judicial 
Clerk's Fund of th e Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court's basic financial statem ents and have issued 
our report thereon dated Jan uary 30, 2004. W e conducted our audit in accordance with  audi ting 
standar ds genera lly accepted in  th e United States of Am erica an d th e standar ds applicable to fm ancial 
audi ts contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by th e Com ptroller General of th e United 
Sta tes. 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assuran ce about wheth er th e Judicial Clerk's Fund of the Thirty-Fourth 
Judicial District Court's finan cial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its 
com plian ce with  certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts an d grants, noncomplian ce with  which 
could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However, 

providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, 
accordingly, we do not express such an  opinion. The results of our  tests di sclosed one instance of 
noncom plian ce th at is required to be reported un der Government Auditing Standards which is described 
in  th e accompanyin g schedule of fin dings and recomm endations as item  2003-1. 

In planning an d perform ing our  audi t, we considered th e Judicial Clerk's Fun d of th e Thirty-Fourth 
Judicial District Court's intern al control over finan cial reporting in order to determine our auditing 
procedures for th e purpose of expressing our opinion on th e financial statem ents an d not to provide 
assur ance on th e internal control over financial reporting. Our  consideration of the internal control over 
finan cial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in th e in ternal control over financial 
reporting th at m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which th e design or 



Judicial Clerk's Fund of the 
Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court 

operation of one or m ore of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the 
risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts th at would be m aterial in relation to th e fm ancial statem ents being 
audited m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees in  the norm al cour se of 
perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involvin g th e intern al control over finan cial 
reporting and its operation that we consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This report in  in tended solely for th e inform ation an d use of m anagem ent, th e Louisian a Legislative 
Audi tor an d federal awarding agencies and pass-through entities an d is not intended to be and should not 
be used by an yone other than these specified parties. Under Louisian a Revised Statute 24:513, this 
report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a public docum ent. 

30 

Respectfully submi tted, 

Dum in & Jam es, CPA s 

(A Professional Corporation) 



 



 



 



 

Judicial Clerk's Fund of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court 
Chalm ettc, Louisiana 

Corrective Action Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 
For th e Year Ended Dec em be r 31, 2003 

N am e of Anticipated 
Ref.# Description of Finding Correc tive Action Plan Contact Person Completion Date 

Compliance 

02-1 Cash deposits in bank Bank will be required to Eileen Tauzier December 31, 2004 
under-coUateralized, pled ge securities as  

necessary, an d pledged 
security reports wi ll be 
m onitored 

Note: This schedule has been prepared by the management of the Judicial Clerk's Fund of the 
Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict CourL 
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