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BR U CE tIAI~ ELL &  CO . 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

A Pro~essional Accounting CorporalJon 

109 W est M im~esola Park 
Park Place Sufle 7 

Ham mond, LA 70403 

VOICE: (504) 542-6372 
FAX: (504) 345-3156 

IN DEPEN DENT AUDITOR 'S REPO RT 

To the Board of D irectors 
of tile Southeast Spouse Abuse Program 

Post Office Box 1946 
H am m ond. Louisiana 70401 

KENTW OOD OFFICE 
P.O. BOx 45 - 602 Fifth St. 
Kcut~vood, LA 70444 
VOICE: (504) 229-5955 
FAX: (504) 229-5951 

M EM BI'RS 
Am erican Insfilule of 

CPAs 
Society of I,ouislana CPAs 

W e have audited tile accompanying statement of financial position of the Southeast Spouse Abuse Program (a 
nonprofit organization) as of June 30, 1999, and the related statements of activities, functional expenses, and 
cash flow s for the year then ended. These financial statem ents are tile responsibility of tile Progl'am 's 
m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and Governm ent Audith~g 
Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that w e plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ents. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and diselosmvs 
in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estim ates m ade by m anagenaent, as w ell as evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe 
that our audit provides a reasoim ble basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, tile financial statem ents refened to above present fairly, in all m aterial respecls, tile financial 
position of the Southeast Spouse A buse Program as of June 30, 1999, and the changes in its net assets and its 
cash flow s for the year then ended in conformity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance w ith G ovcl'um ent Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated D ecem ber 1, 1999, 
on our consideration of the Southeast Spouse Abuse Program 's intern al control over financial reporting and our 
tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants. 

Bruce H arrcll & Com pany, CPA s 
A Professional Accounting Coq~oration 

D ecem ber 1, 1999 



 

SOUTHEAST SPOUSE ABUSE 
STATEM ENT OF FINANCIAL PO SITION 

June 30, 1999 

ASSETS 
Current A ssets: 

Cash 
Receivable - LA State 
Receivable - Crim e V ictim s A ssistance 
Receivable - LA M an-iage License 
Receivable - Fam ily Violence Prevention 
Receivable - Em ergency Shelter Grant Program 
Receivable - Stop V iolence Against W om en Act 
Receivable - Southeast Louisiana Legal Services 
Receivable - Tangipahoa Area United W ay 
Receivable - Bogalusa Area United W ay 
PrepaJd Expense 

Total CuiTent A ssets 

Fixed Assets: 
Compulers & Software 
Fum ilure &  Fixtures 
Equipm ent 
Library 
Less: A ccum ulated D epreciation 

Total Fixed Assets 
Total A ssels 

LIABILITIES A ND NET A SSETS 
Current Liabilities: 

Accrued Liabilities 

Due to IOLTA (Note H) 
Total Liabilities 

Net Assets: 
U nrestricted N et A ssets 

Operating 
Board D esignated 

Total U nrestricted N et A ssets 

Tem porarily Restricted Net A ssets 

Total N et A ssets 
Total l.iabililies & N et A ssets 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these statem ents 

4 

37,471 
7,558 
28,143 
2,586 
4,392 
6,095 
5,235 
417 

19,500 
5,2O0 
4,025 

120,622 

38,584 
19,033 
35,906 

434 

(58,651) 
35,306 

$ 155,928 

7,210 
410 

7.620 

108,608 
15,000 

123,608 

24,700 

148.308 
$ 155,928 



 

SOUTHEAST SPOUSE ABUSE 
STATEM ENT O F A CTIVITIES 
For the Y ear Ended June 30, 1999 

PU BLIC SUPPORT & REVENUE 
Slate Contract Funds 
United W ay Funds 
Individual Contributions 
Clubs & Organizations 
Jnlcresl Jncon~c 

SLU Project Funds 
Fam ily Violence Prevention Fund 
Bogalusa United W ay 
Crim e Victim s Assistance 
LA M arriage License Fund 
IOLTA Fund 
Em ergency Shelter Grant Program 
Stop V iolence A gainst W om en A ct 
Southeast Louisiana Legal Services 
O ther incom e 
Net Assets Released from Restrictions: 

Satisfaction of Program Restrictions 
Satisfaction of Tim e Restrictions 

Total Support &  Revenue 

EX PEN SES: 
Payroll - 

Salaries & W ages 
Payroll Taxes 

Total Payroll Expense 

A dvertising 
A parl.m en! Renl 
Bank Charges 
Bus "l"icl,-cts 
Client Em crgeucy Expense 
Contract Services 
D eprecialion 
D ues & Subscriptions 
Em ployee Travel 

(Continucd) 
The accom panying notes are all integral part of these statem ents 

U nrestricted 

$ 

375 
2,872 
806 

8.818 

3,750 
1~570 

324,310 
24,700 
377.201 

195,801 
14.990 

210,791 

381 
9,600 
240 
201 

5,764 
14,815 
12,549 

606 
6,502 

Tem porarily 
R estricted Totals 

106,331 
19,746 

60,328 
5,200 
68,784 
25,653 
21,440 
17,155 
20,985 

(324,310) 
(24,700) 
(3,388) 

106,331 
19,746 

375 
2,872 
806 

18,818 
60,328 
5,200 
68,784 
25,653 
21,440 
17,155 
20,985 
3,750 

1,570 

373.813 

195,801 
14.990 

210.791 

381 
9,600 
240 
201 

5,764 
14,815 
12,549 

606 
6,502 



EXPENSES: (Continued) 
Equipm ent Rentals 
Hom eless Prevention 
Insurance 
Janitorial 
M aintenance 
M iscellaneous 
Office Rent 
O ffice Security 
Page]" 

Postage 
Printing & Copying 
Program Travel 
Supplies 
Telephone 
Training 
Utilities 
V olunteer Expense 

Change in N et A ssets 

SO UTH EAST SPO USE ABUSE 
STATEM ENT O F A CTIVITIES 

(Continued) 
June 30, 1999 

Net A ssets at Beginning of Year, As Previously Reported 

Prior Period Adjustment (Note J) 
N et Assets at Beginning of Yea], As Restated 

Net Assets at End of Year 

(Concluded) 
l'he accom panying notes are an integral part of these statem ents 

U nrestricted 

58 
1,115 
15,221 
1,375 
7,063 
1,101 
26,950 

332 
567 
707 

1,069 
3,856 
7,780 
9,470 
2,866 
8,694 
1.004 

350,677 
26,524 

86,644 
10.440 
97,084 

Tem porarily 
R estricted Totals 

(3,388) 

3,388 
24.700 
28.088 

58 
1,115 
15,221 
1,375 
7,063 
1,101 

26,950 
332 
567 
707 

1,069 
3,856 
7,780 
9,470 
2,866 
8,694 
1,004 

350.677 
23,136 

90,032 
35.140 
125,172 

123,608 $ 24,700 $ 148,308 



EXPENSES: 
Payroll - 

Salaries & W ages 
Payroll Taxcs 

Total Payroll Expense 

SO UTH EAST SPOUSE ABUSE 
STATEM ENT O F FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES 

June 30, 1999 

Suppolling Services 
M anagem ent 

and 
General 

- $ 
57 

Advel/ising 
Apartm ent Rent 
Bank Charges 
Bus Tickets 
Client Em ergency Expense 
Contract Sel~'ices 
Depreciation 
Dues & Subscriptions 
Em ployee Travel 
Equipm ent Rentals 
ltom eless Prevention 
lnsnlanee 
Janitorial 
M aintenance 
M iscellaneous 
Office Rent 
Office Security 
Pager 
Postage 
Printing & Copying 
Program Travel 
Supplies 
Telephone 
Training 
Utilities 
Vohm tecr Expense 

Total Expcnses $ 

Client 
Em ergency 

S 

Program Serv ices 
Louisiana 
State 

Contract 

85,280 
8,381 

57 93,661 

166 

201 

7,520 
12,549 

623 
58 

102 

35 

591 

887 

204 250 

727 

1,066 
125 
657 

Tangipahoa 
United 
W ay 

13ogalusa 
United 
W ay 

$ 103 

215 

240 

1,064 
595 

356 

4.044 

2,592 
999 

1,200 
90 
567 

478 
2,790 
1.650 

2.866 

103 

404 

70 

76 

9 

707 

180 

1.004 
22,690 $ 553 $ 96,236 $ 19,746 $ 2,553 

l'he acconapanying notes are all integra| pall. of these statem ents 



Program Services 
Crime 
Victim s 
Assistance 

Louisiana 
M arriage 
License IOLTA 

46,097 $ 1,007 $ 24,828 $ 
3.890 
49,987 

5,475 

3,562 
211 

581 
5,163 

1,007 

4,700 
3,500 

250 

6,818 
1,164 

4,765 
198 

1,000 
1,672 

24,828 

Fam ily Em ergency Stop Violence 
Violence Shelter Grant Against 
Prevention Program W om en Act Totals 

38,486 
2,662 
41,148 

3,200 

4,395 

9,600 

1,115 

3,357 
1,978 

6.000 2.240 

$ 

20,985 

195,801 
14.990 

210.791 

381 
9,600 
240 
201 

5,764 
14,815 
12,549 

606 
6,502 

58 
1,115 
15,221 
1,375 
7,063 
1,101 

26,950 
332 
567 
707 

1,069 
3,856 
7,780 
9,470 
2,866 
8,694 
1.004 

S 64,979 $ 25,074 $ 24,828 $ 60,078 $ 12,955 $ 20,985 $ 350,677 



 

SOUTH EAST SPOUSE ABUSE 
STATEM ENT OF CAStt FLOW S 

Jim e 30, 1999 

CASH FLOW S FRO M  O PER ATING ACTIVITIES 
Change in N et A ssets 

Adjustlnents to Reconcile Change in Net Assets 
lo Net Cash Provided by Operating Activities: 

Depreciation 
Change in Accounts Receivable 
Change in Prepaid Expenses 
Change in Accounts Payable and AcclaJed Expenses 

Change in Due to IOLTA (Note H) 
Change in Tem porarily Restricted Assets 

Prior Period Adjustment (Note J) 
Net Cash Provided from Operating Aclivities 

CASH FLOW S FROM  INVESTING ACTIVITIES 
Purchase of Equipm ent 

Total Cash Flow s U sed by Investing Activities 

N et Increase in Cash 

CASIt AT BEGINNIN G OF YEAR 

CA SH AT EN D O F Y EAR 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these statem ents. 

9 

26,522 

12,549 

(18,873) 
(65) 

(1,332) 
410 

(3,388) 
10,440 
26,263 

(14,266) 

(14,266) 

11,997 

25,474 

37,471 



SO UTH EAST SPO U SE ABU SE PR O G RA M  

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30, 1999 

N O TE A - SU M M ARY O F SIG NIFICA NT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

N ature of tile O rganization 

Southeast Spouse Abuse Program is a nonprofit corporation organized for the propose of providing the 
follow ing: 

A . Em olional and psychological support to victim s of fam ily violence through the provision of crisis 
intervention and support counseling, advocacy, and referrals for other form s of necessary assistance. 

B 

C 

Inform ation on the alternatives available to abused spouses, including infom lation on shelter, public 

beJ~eflls, legal and criminal justice systems. 

A ssistance to victim s of fam ily violence in establishing lives free from  violence through help in 
searching for em ploym ent, housing and child care. 

D . Education to the people of Tangipahoa, St. H elena, Livingston, and W ashington Parishes about the 
issues, coucerlls, and problem s involved in fam ily violence. This includes the training of law 
enforcem ent, health care, social service, and legal personnel w ilo affect the lives of abused spouses. 

Basis of A ccounting 

The financial statem ents of the Southeast Spouse A buse Program have been prepared on the accrual basis 
of accounting mad, accordingly, reflect all siguificant receivables, payables, and other liabilities. 

Support and R evenue 

Southeast Spouse Abuse Program receives grant and contract support prim arily from the O ffi ce o fW om ela'S 
Services, Louisiana Com nfission on Law Enforcem ent, Southeastern Louisiana U niversity, Tangipahoa 
Area U nited W ay, United W ay of Bogalusa, Louisiana Bar Foundation and City of H annnond. 

Contributions 

Conlribulions received are recorded as unrestricted, tem porarily reslricted, or permanently restricted supporl 
depending on the existence and/or nature of any donor restrictions. 

Support that is restricted by the donor is reported as an increase in unrestricted net assets if the restriction 

10 



expires in tim reporting period in which the support is recognized
. A ll other donor-restricted suppor~ is 

Prom ises to G ive 

Estim ates 

SO UTH EA ST SPO U SE A BU SE PR O G RAM  

N O TES TO FINA N CIA L STA TEM EN TS 

(CONTINUED) 

The preparation of finaucial stalem ents in confom aity w ith generally accepted accounting principle
s requires 

lhe use of m anagem ent cslim ales. 

C ash and C ash Equivalents 

For purposes of the statem ent of cash flow s
, the Southeast Spouse Abuse Program  considers all unrestricted 

highly liquid investm ents w ith an initial m aturity of three m onths or less Io be cash equiv
alents. 

Fixed A ssets, D epreciation 

Fixed asse{s used by the Soulheast Spouse Abuse Program  are stated at cost
. D epreciation is provided on 

the straight-line m ethod over the useful life of the assets
. 

D onated Services 

A significant portion of the Southeast Spouse Abuse Program 's functions are condu
cted by unpaid 

volunleers. The value of this contributed tim e is not reflected in the accom panying financial statem ents 
since llm volunteers' tim e does not m eet the criteria for recognition under SFA S N o

. 116, 



SO U TH EA ST SPO USE ABUSE PR O G R AM  

N O TES TO TH E FINA NCIA L STA TEM EN TS 

(CONTINUED) 

June 30, 1999 

N O TE B - TEM PO RA RILY RESTRICTED N ET ASSETS 

Tem porarily restricted net assets are available for the follow ing purposes or periods 

Tangipahoa Area U niled W ay funds not expended through June 30, 1999 

Bogalusa Area United W ay funds not expended through June 30, 1999 

Total Tem porarily Restricted N et A ssets 

N O TE C - DESIG N ATED N ET A SSETS 

Board of D irectors designated for future operations 

N O TE D - FIXED A SSETS 

Fixed assets at June 30, 1999, are summarized as follows by major classification 

Com puters & Softw are 

Furn iture and Fixtures 

Equipm ent 

Library 

Subtotal 

Less: A ceunm lated D epreciation 

Fixed A ssets, N et 

12 

$ 19,500 

5,200 

$ 24,700 

$ 15,000 

38,584 

19,033 

35,906 

434 

93,957 

(58,651) 

$ 35,306 



SO UTH EAST SPO U SE ABU SE PRO G RA M  

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

(CONTINUED) 

N O TE E -A CC RU ED V A C ATIO N 

June 30, 1999 

Vacation days are earned at the rate of one-half day per sem i-m onthly pay period that an em ployee 
satisfactorily com pletes work. No m ore than ten vacation days m ay be carried over from one calendar year 
to another. Com pensation for days rem aining w ill be paid upon termination of em ploym ent at ~he end of 
each pay period as if that employee bad worked during the period. N o other employee liability will be 
recognized in connection w ith length of em ploym ent. 

N O TE F - IN C O M E TAX ES 

The Soulheasl Spouse Abuse Program bas m~ exemption from federal income taxes under Section 501 C (3) 
of the Intern al Revenue Service Code and fiom Louisiana incom e taxes. The organization has been 

classified as an organization that is not a private foundation under Section 509 (a) (2) of the Inter'hal 
Revenue Code and qualifies for the 50%  charitable contribution deduction for individual donors. 

N O TE G - A LLO CA TIO N O F EX PEN SES 

In som e cases, com m on expenses arc incurred which suppo~ the w ork perfon~aed under m ore than one grant 
or contract. Such expenses are allocated as agreed by the funding organizations or, in the absence of an 
agreem ent, on the basis w hich appears m ost reasonable to the Southeast Spouse Abuse Program . 

NO TE 11 - DU E TO IO LTA 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1999, the Southeast Spouse Abuse Program received $21,850 in 
]OLTA grant revenue. Of this am ount $21,440 was expended during the fiscal year. At June 30, "J 999, tbc 
Program had not received w ritten perm ission from IOLTA to carry over the unused balance thcrefore the 
unearned balance of $410 has been recorded as a liability on the statem ent of financial position. 
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SO UTH EA ST SPO USE A BU SE PR O G RA M  

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS 

(CONTINUED) 

June 30, 1999 

N O TE l - U N C O N D ITIO NA L PR O M ISES TO G IVE 

U nconditional prolnises to give as of June 30, 1999, are as follow s 

Tangipaboa Area U nited W ay 

Bogalusa Area U nited W ay 

Tolal U nconditional Prom ises To Give 

A ll of lhe above unconditional prom ises to give are receivable in one year or less 

N O TE J - PR IO R PERIO D ADJUSTM ENT 

$ 19,500 

5,200 

$ 24,700 

Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) Statement No. 116, Accounting for Contributions Received 
and Contributions M ade requires that uncondilional prom ises to give be reported as contribution revenue 
and receivable in lhe year the prom ise is m ade. For lhe fiscal year ended June 30, 1998, a $19,500 prom ise 
to give from Tangipahoa Area United W ay and a $5,200 prom ise Io give from Bogalusa Area United W ay 
were not reported as ~em porarily restricted contribution revenue as required by FA SB Statem ent N o. 116. 

For lhe year ended June 30, 1998, reim bursem ents from Soulheastem  Louisiana University for various 
program expenses w ere under-reported by $10,440. 

The net effect oflhese adjustments was to increase net assets by $35,140 at June 30, 1998 as enumerated 
below : 

U nrestricted 

Under reported Revenue - Tangipahoa Uniled W ay $ 

Under reporled Revenue - Bogalusa Untied W ay 

U nder reported Revenue - S.L.U . 10,440 

14 

Tem porarily 
Restricted Total 

19,500 $ 19,500 

5,200 5,200 

10,440 

10,440 $ 24,700 $ 35,140 



SO UTH EA ST SPO U SE ABUSE PR O G RA M  

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

(CONTINUED) 

June30,1999 

N O TE K  - EX PEN DITUR ES O F FEDERA L AW ARD S 

FEDERA L 

FEDER AL G RA NTO R/PA SS TItR O U G H CFDA DISBU R SEM EN TS/ 
G RA NTO R PR O G IL~M  TITLE N UM BER EX PEN DITUR ES 

D epartm ent of Justice 

Counselor/Advocate Position 16.575 $ 68,784 

Stop V iolence A gainst W om en A ct 16.588 20,985 

D epartm ent of H ea|th and H um an Services 

Fam ily V iolence Prevention and Hum an Services 93.67 60,328 
Act 

D epartm ent of H ealth and H um an Services 
State O ffice of C om m unity Services 

Em ergency Shelter Grants Program  14.231 17,155 

Total Federal Awards $ 167,252 
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SO UTH EA ST SPO USE A BUSE PR O GRA M  

N O TES TO TH E FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

(CONTINUED) 

N O TE L - O PERA TIN G LEA SE 

June 30, 1999 

On Janualy 23, 1998, the Southeast Spouse Abuse Program entered a three-year lease w ith an option to 
renew for an additional three years for its office facility w ith W estpark Investm ents, Inc. The leased 
prem ises specifically consist of 4,280 square feet of the second floor of the W estpark Professional Building. 
The tenn of the lease for this space w ill be three years, counnencing oll the first day of February 1998 and 
terminating ola the thirty-first day of January 2001. 

M inim um rentals, on an mm ual basis, including the option years are as follow s 

M aintenance 

( interior and Rental and M aintenance 
Calendar Rental Per M onth exterior) Per Year 
Y ear Per M onth 

2000 $ 2,650.00 $ 125.00 $ 33,300.00 

2001 $ 2,782.50 $ 125.00 $ 34,890.00 

2002 $ 2,782.50 $ 125.00 $ 34,890.00 

2003 $ 2,782.50 $ 125.00 $ 34,890.00 

NOTE M[ - YEAR 2000 DISCLOSURES (UNAUDITED) 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data processing system s and other 
electronic equipm ent that m ay adversely affect the Program as early as fiscal year 1999 and subsequent to 
Decem ber 31, 1999. Ttle Program 's m anagem ent has asserted that they w ill take the necessary steps before 
Decem ber 31, 1999 to achieve year 2000 com pliance for its com puter and softw are system s. H ow ever, 
because of the unprecedented nature of the year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related rem edialion 
efforts w ill not be fully determ inable until the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagem ent cannot assurc that the 
Program is or w ill be year 2000 rcady, or that parties w ith whom the Program does business w ill be year 
2000 ready. 
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SO UTH EAST SPO USE ABUSE PR O G RA M  

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
Y ear Ended June 30, 1998 

Section I - Internal Control and Com oliance M aterial to file Financial Statem ents 

N o Findings for Section I 

Section ll - Internal Control and C om oliance M aterial to Federal A w ards 

N o Findings for Section II 

Section III- M anaeem ent L etter 

N o Findings for Section Ill 
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SO UTH EA ST SPO U SE ABU SE PR O G RA M  

Corrective Action Plan for Current Y ear A udit Findings 
Y ear Ended June 30, 1999 

Section I - Internal Control and Com nliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

N o Findings for Section I 

Section II - Internal Control and Com nlianee M aterial to Federal Aw ards 

N o Findings for Section 11 

Section 111 -/~lanavem ent Letter 

N o Findings for Section IIl 
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BR U C E H AR R ELL &  C O . 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

A PrNesslona~ Accounting Cor pora~on 

109 W est M innesota Park 
Park Place Suite 7 

Itatnm ond, LA 70403 

VOICE: (504) 542-6372 
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KENTW OOD OFFICE 
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VOICE: (504)229-5955 
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American Insftute of 
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Society of I.ouisiana CPAs 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED O N AN AUDIT OF FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED IN 

A CCORDAN CE W ITIt GO VERNhlEN T A UDITIN G STANDARDS 

To the Board of D irectors 
of the Soulheasl Spouse Abuse Program 

Post Office Box 1946 
H am m ond, Louisiana 70401 

W e have audited the financial statements of the Southeast Spouse Abuse Program (a nonprofit organization), as of and 
for the year ended June 30, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated D Ecember 1, 1999. W e conducted our audit 
in accordance wilh generally accepled attditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audils conlained in 
the Government Auditing Standards, issued by lhe Com ptrollEr General of the United Stales. 

Com pliance 

As pal"t of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Southeast Spouse Abuse Program 's are free of m aterial 
nfisstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants, 
noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounls. 

However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, 
we do not express such an opin ion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliauce that are required to 
be reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 

em al Control Over Financial Reoortine 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered Southeast Spouse Abuse Program 's internal control OVEr financial 
reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the pml)ose of expressing our opinion on the financial 
statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. O ur consideration of the inlernal 
control over financial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting 
lbat m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore 
of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in mnounts that 
would be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be delectcd w ithin a tim ely 
period by emp/oyees in the normal course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted cerlain m ailers invoh,iug 
the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established 
by the Am Erican ]nslitu/e of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our allcntion 

relating to sight ficant deficiencies in the design or operation of the inlemal control structure that in our judgement, could 
adversely affect the organizalion's ability to record, process, sum m arize, and report financial data consislcnt w ilh the 
asserliotls ofnlanagenlcut ill the financial staten-ients. 
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Due to lack of personnel, the Southeast Spouse Abuse Program is not able to have proper segregation of duties 

A m aterial wealm ess is a condition in wbJcb the design or operation of one or m ore oftbe inlernal control colnpol~ents 
does not reduce to a relatively low level file risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the 
financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al 
course of perform ing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily 
disclose all lnatters in the internal control that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily 
disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be m aterial weaknesses. However, we believe that none of 
the reportable conditions described above is a m aterial weakness. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent, the Louisiana Legislative Auditor, and the Federal Cognizant 
Agencies and should not be used for any other purpose. This restriction is not intended to lim it the distribution of this 
report, which, upon acceptance by the Southeast Spouse Abuse Program , is a m atter of public record. 

Brucc Harrell & Com pany 
Certified Public Accountants 

Decem ber 1. 1999 
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