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W e have compiled the accompanying general purpose financial statements of thc Village of Belcher, as 
of and for the year ended Dece mber 31, 1998, in accordance with Statements on Standards for 
Accounting and Review Services issued by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A colnpilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial staten]ents information that is the 
representation of m anagem ent of [lie V illage of Belcher. W e have not audited or reviewed tile 
accompanying general purpose financial statements and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any 
olher fornl of assurance Oil thenl. 

In accordance with the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and the provisions of state law , we have 
issued a report, dated April 26, 1999, on the results of our agreed-upon procedures. 
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VILLAG E OF BELCH ER 

COM BINEI) IIALANCE SItEET-GENERAL FUND AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

A S S E T S 

Cash-Note 2 
Cash-restricted-Note 2 
Certificates of deposit-Note 2 
Laud, building and equipment-Note 4 
Accrued interest receivable 

Total assets 

IAB1LH'IES AND FUND EOUITY 

Accounts payable 

Fund equity: 
Investn]ent in general fixed assets 

Fund balance-unreserved 
U ndcsignated 

Fund balance-reserved 
Total fund balance 

Total liabilities and fund equity 

D ECEM BER 31. 1998 

G overnulental 
Fund 
General 

Account G roup Tota 
G eneral 

Fixed A ssets 

27,977 
5,877 
82,688 

192,385 
3.681 

120,223 1922385 

2.268 

2,268 

112,078 
5,877 

117.955 

See Accountants' Compilation P, eport 

(M cnlorandunl 
Only) 

27,977 
5,877 
82,688 
192,385 
3.681 

2,268 

2,268 

192,385 192,385 

192.385 

112,078 
5,877 

117.955 

192,385 ~q12~~08 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of Ihe financial statements 



V II.LAG E O F BELC H ER 

STATEM ENT O F REVENU E EXPEND ITURES A ND CHAN G ES IN FUN D BA LAN('I 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE 

FO R TIlE YEAR END ED DECEM BER 31. 1998 

Revenue: 
Franchise fees 
lntergovernmental-Note 3 
Licenses and perm its 
Interest 
M iscellaneous 
Street lights 

Total revenues 

Expenditures: 
Utilities 
M aintenance and repairs 
Payroll 
W eed control 
Insurance 
D ues 
O ffice 
M iscellaneous 
Legal 
Capital improvelnenls 
Taxes 

Total expenditures 

Excess of revenues over exoenditures 

] ~ulld balance: 
Balance at beginning of year 

Balance at end of year 

See Accountants' Com pilation Report 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of the financial statem ents 

General 
l"und 

6,612 
76,746 
10,590 
4,742 
637 
960 

100.287 

8,024 
9 

1,662 
650 

1,837 
481 
362 

1,254 
240 

75,153 
280 

89.952 

10.335 

107.620 

117,955 



VILLAG E O F BELCIIER 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUE EXPENDITURES AND CIIANGES IN FUNI) BAI.ANCE- 

UDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAI.-GOVERNM ENTAL FUNI) TYPE 

Revenue: 
Franebise fees 
hltergovernm ental 
l.icense and perm its 
Interest 
M iscellaneous 
Street lights 

Total revenue 

FO R TH E YEAR EN DED D ECEM BER 31 1998 

Fund balance-beeJunine of year 

Expenditures: 
U tilities 
M aintenance and repairs 
Payroll 
W eed control 
]llsurance 
D ues 
O ffice 
M iscellaneous 
Legal 
Capital improvem ents 
Taxes 

Total expenditures 

Fund balance-end of year 

General Fund 
Actual Budget 

6,612 
76,746 
10,590 
4,742 
637 
960 

100.287 

6,400 
76,746 
10,889 

200 
345 

1.020 
95,600 

107,620 107,620 

8,024 
9 

1,662 
650 

1,837 
481 
362 

1,254 
240 

75,153 
280 

89.952 

8,000 
3,750 
1,800 
75O 

2,750 
625 
5O0 

1,225 
5OO 

75,400 
30O 

Variance 
Favorable 

U(Unfavorable) 

212 

(299) 
4,542 
292 

(60) 
4,687 

(24) 
3,741 
138 
100 
913 
144 
138 

(29) 
260 
247 
2O 

95.600 5.648 

.
117,955 107,620 _ !0,335 

See Accountants' Compilation Report 

The aceonlpanying notes are all integral part of tile financial statelnents 



VILLAGE OF BELCItER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

DECEM BER 31. 1998 

1. O rf, anization and Siunificant Accountinf, Policies 

O rganization 
"llm Village of Belcher has a mayor and three aldermen. They are elected every four years and serve 
without pay. The Village provides street lights throughout the com munity for residents. It also 
provides use of a building for a branch of Shreve M em orial Library. A village hall is m aintained 
for the use of village meetings and com munity functions. 

Sienificant accountine nolicies 
The accounting and reporting of the Village of Belcher conform s to generally accepted accounting 
principles as applied to governlnental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board is the 
accepted standard-setting body for establislfiug governmental accounting and financial reporting 
principles. 

Basis of accountine 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is deterlnined by its 
lneasurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial 
resources measurement focus. W ith this measurement focus, only current assets and current 
liabilities generally are included on the balance slmet. Operating statem ents of these flm ds 

present increases (i.e., revenues and other fiaancing sources) and decreases (i.e., 
expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by governmental funds. Under the 
m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual 

(i.e., when they become both measurable and available). "M easurable" means the amount 
of the transaction can be determ iued and "available" m eans collectible w ithin the current 
period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. 
Expenditures are recorded when tlm related fund liability is incurred. 

b. Basis of presentation 
'llm accounts of the Village of Belcher are orgmfizxml on the basis of funds or account groups, 
each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are 
accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing acc ounts that comprise its assets, 
liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. The following fund types and acc ount 
groups are used by the Village of Belcher: 

GOVERNM I~2NTAL FUNDS 
G overnm ental funds account for all or m ost of the V illage of Belcher's general activities, 
including the collection and disbursem ent of specific or legally restricted m onies, the 
acquisition or cons/ruction of general fixed assets and the servicing of general Ioug-terln 
obligations. G overnm ental funds include: 

G eneral flm d 
The general operating fund of the Village of Belcher accounts for all financial resources 
except those required to be accounted for in other funds. 



1. Or~,anization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

A CCO U NT G RO U PS 

General fixed assets ~rour~ of accounts 
The general fixed assets account group is used to establish accounting control and 
accountability for all fixed assets of the Village of Belcher. All fixed assets are valued at 
historical cost. No depreciation is recorded oil general fixed assets. 

c. Prol~erlv. plant and eouiDnrent 

General fixed ErouD of accounts 
Fixed assets used  in govermnental fund type operations are accounted for in the general fixed 
assets account group. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated bistorical cost 
if actual historical cost is not available. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets. The general fixed assets account group is not a "fund." It is concerned only with 
the m easurem ent of financial position. It is not involved w ith m easurem ent of results of 
operations. 

d. Total colunm s 
The total columns on tile combined statem ents are captioned "M em orandum Only" to 
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. D ata in these colum ns 
do uot present financial positiou in confornrity w ith generally accepted accounting principles 
and this data is not comparable to a consolidation, lnterfund elilninations bave not been 
made in the aggregation of this data. 

Cash 
All deposits of the Village of Belcher are held by area financial institutions. At December 31, 1998, 
the carrying amount of the Village of Belcher cash demand deposit was $13,870 and the bank balance 
was $13,976. The difference is due to deposits in transit and outstanding checks. In addition, the 
Village of Belcher owned a money market account with a balance of $14,107 and a certificate of 
deposit of $82,688. 

The restricted  amount of cash is $5,877 at December 31, 1998. This is remaining cash that has been 
received from a local governm ent for library improvem ents. 

]nler~overnnlenlal Revenues 
The following governmental entities provided fundiug for the Village of Belcher during the year 
ended l)ecember 31. 1998: 

Stale of Louisiana-tobacco tax 
City of Shreveport 

4. General Fixed  A sset G roun 
A sunnnary of general fixed assets by source follow s 

General fund revenues 
Rural developlnent funds 
Library grant funds 

Total general fixed assets 

1,346 
75,400 
76,746 

83,246 
37,000 
72.139 

192,385 
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W e have perform cd lhe procedures included in the Louisiana Governmenlal Audit Guide and 
enum erated below , which were agreed to by the m anagem enl of the Village of Belcher, the 
l.egislalive Auditor, State of l.ouisiana, and applicable stale grantor agency/agencies solely to assist 
the users in evaluating m anagem ent's assertions about the Village of Belcher's com pliance w ith 
certain law s and regulations during the year ended 1)ecem ber 31, 1998 included in lhe 

accompanying l.ouisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This agreed-upon proeedm'es engagement was 
perform ed in accordance w ith standards established by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public 
Accountanls. The sufficiency oflhese procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified users 
of the ~vpml. Consequently, we m ake no relrresentation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures 
described below either for the purpose for w hich this report has been requested or for any oilier 

Federal, Slate, attd Local Aw ards 

W e determ ined the am ount of federal, slate, and local award expenditures for the fiscal year 
by grant and grant year. 

l.ibrary Grant Award $75,400 for the year ended December 31, 1998 

For each award, we ra ndom ly selected six disbursem ents from each award adm inistered during 
the period under exam ination, provided that no m ore than 30 disbursem ents would be selected. 

For the item s selected in Procedure 2, we traced the six disbursem ents to supporting 
docunlenlation as lo proper alnounl and payee. 

W e exam ined supporting docum entation lbr each of the six selected disbm sem ents and 
found that paylnenl w as for file proper all]otlnt and m ade to the correct payee. 

For the item s selected in Procedure 2, we detern]ined if the six disbursem ents were properly 
coded to the correct fund and general ledger account. 

I IVIV  



Tim l lonorable Jennifer Fant, M ayor 
A pril 26, 1999 
Page 2 

A ll six of the paym ents were properly coded to the correct fired and general ledger 
accoollt. 

For tile item s selected in Procedure 2, wc detcnnincd whether life six disbursem ents received 
approval flora proper authorities. 

Inspection of docum entation supporting each of the six selected disbursem cots 
indicated approval w as m ade by appropriate entity. 

6. Fo," tim item s selected in Procedure 2, for state and local awards, we delennined whether the 
disbursem ents colnplied with the grant agreem ent, relating to: 

Activities allow ed or unallowed 

W e reviewed the previously listed disbursem ents for types of services allowed or not 
allowed. W e found all to be allowed. 

W e reviewed the previously listed disbursem ents for eligibility requirem ents 

Reportillg 

W e reviewed the previously listed disbursem ents for reporting requirem ents 

For lhc program s selected for testing in Procedure 2 that had been closed out during tim period 
under review, we com pared the close-out repmL when required, witll fire enlity's financial 
records to detm'm ine whether the am ounts agree. 

M eetings 

l'he program tcstcd in Procedure 2 above has nol yet been closed oul 

W e exam ined evidence indicating that agendas for m ectin[,s recorded in the m ilm te book were 

posted as an open meeting as required by LSA-RS 42:1 tbrougll 42:12 (tim open meetings 
law). 

The V illage of Belcher is only required to post a notice of each m eeting and the 
accom panying, agenda on the door of the V illage 1 lall. M anagem ent has asserted that 
such docunrcnts were properly posted. W e saw several m eeting notices on lhe sign 
outside the Village 1 lall before the appropriate nreeting. 



Tim 1 lonorablc Jennifer Fant, M ayor 
April 26, 1999 
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(?om l~rehensive Budget 

9. For all grants exceeding five lhousm~d dollars, we delerm ined lhal each applicable federal, 
slate, o1 local grantor agency/agencies was provided with a com prehensive budgel of those 
grants thal included the pm]m se and duration, and for slate grants included specific goals and 

objeclives and measures ofperfonnance, 

"llle Village of Belcher provided com prehensive budgels to the applicable state grantor 
agencies for the program m entioned previously. These budgets specificd the 

anticipated uses of tl~e funds, estimates of the duration of the projects, and plans 
showing specific goals and objectives that included measures of performance. 

Prior C om m ents and R ecom m endations 

10. W e reviewed m*y prior-year suggestions, recom m endations, and/or com m ents to determ ine lhe 
exlcnl 1o which such m ailers have been resolved. 

There were no prior-year suggestions, rccom m endations, and/or com m ents that have 

not been resolved by m anagem ent. 

W e were nol engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which would bc thc 
expression of an opiuion Oll m anagem ent's assertions. Accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion. I lad we performed additional procedures, other m atters m ight have com e to our allenlion 
that would have been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent of the V illage of Belcher, tt~e l,egislative 

Auditor (Stale of Louisiana), and the applicable stale grantor agency/agencies and should nol be 
used by those who have not agreed to tim procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of 
the procedures for dm ir purposes, llow ever, this reporl is a m attcr of public record and its 
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following representations to you. 
compliance with the fol]owlng laws 
over compliance with such laws and 
compliance with the following laws 
representations . 

April 26, ]999 

We accept full responsibility for our 
and regulations and the Jnterna] contro]s 
regulations. We have evaluated our 
and regulations prior to making these 

These representations are based on the information available to us as of April 
26, ]999. 

Federal,State,and Local Awards 

We have detailed for you the amount of Federal,state and local award 
expenditures for the lisca] year, by grant and grant year./  

Yes t/  No 

The reports filed with federal,state, 
supported by books of original entry 

We have complied with all applicab]e specific requirements of all 
federa],state, and ]oca] programs we administer, to include matters contained 
in the Compliance Supplement, matters contained in the grant awards, 
eligibility requirements, activities a/lowed and una]lowed, and reporting and 
budget requirements . 

Yes
-

/
~ .

_ _ . 
No 

Open Meetings 

Our meetings, as they relate to pub]ic funds, have been posted as an open 
meeting as required by LSA-RS 42:] through 42:]2 (the open meetings law). 

Yes b// No 

For each federal,state, and local grant we have filed with tile appropriate 
grantor agency a comprehensive budget for those grants that included the 
purpose and duration, and for state grants included specific goa]s and 
objectives and measures of performance. 

Yes 
.

/

V~._ No 



Prior Year Cormaents 

We have resolved all prior-year recommendations and/or/~omments 
Yes k/" No 

We have disclosed to you all known noncompliance of the foregoing laws and 
regulations, as well as any contradictions to the foregoing representations . 

We have made available to you documentation relating to the federal,state, and 
local grants, to include the applicable laws and regulations . 

We ]lave provided you with any communications from regn].atory agencies or other 
sources concerning any possible noncompliance with the foregoing laws and 
regulations, including any con~nunJcatJons received between the end of the 
period under examination and the issuance of this report. We will also 
disclose to you, the Legislative Auditor, and the applicable state grantor 
agency/agencies any known noncompliance which may Occur up to the date of your 
report. 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Mayor 

Date 

[)ate 

Date 


