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ndecendent Auditors' Reeort 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical 
Service District (the District), a component unit cf the Bossier Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the 
responsibility of the District's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose 
financial statements based on our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in GovemmentAuditingStandafds, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 

overall genera!purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for 
our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District as of December 31, 1998, and tire results 
of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

The yeay 20D0 suppJementary hfformaffon on pa~e ;4, is not a required part of the geneza) purpose fina~?cial 
statements but is supplementary information required by the Government Accounting Standards Board. We have 
applied certain limited procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of management regarding the methods of 
measurement and presentation of the supplementary information. However, we did not audit the information and do 
not express an opinion on it. In addition, we do not provide assurance that the District is or will become year 2000 
compliant, that the District's year 2000 remcdiation efforts will be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with 
which the District does business are or will become year 2000 compliant. 



In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated June 7, 1999 on our 
consideration of Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District's internal control over financial reporting and our 
tests of its compliance with certain previsionsof laws, regulations, contracts and orants. 

Cook and Morehart 
Certified Public Accountants 
June 7, 1999 



Assets and Other Debits 
Cash 
Accounts Receivable: 
Assessment - user fee 
Ambulance fees 
Accrued Interest 

Dossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
Combined Balance Sheet- General Fund and Account Groups 

December 31,1998 

Amount to he provided for retirement 
of general long.term debt - capital leases 

Liabilities, Fund Equity and Other Credit 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Payroll liabilities 
Capital lease obligations 

Fund equity: 
Investment in general fixed assets 

Fund balances: 
Unreserved, designated 

General 
Fund 

$ 263,536 $ 

530,901 
72,068 
7.877 

474,163 

Total 
Memorandum 

Only) 

263,536 

530,901 
72,068 
7,877 

474,163 

79,255 79,255 

$ 874,382 $ 474,163 $ 79,255 $ 1,427,800 

$ 2,963 $ 
28,951 

31.914 

842,468 

842.468 

474.163 

474.183 

79.255 

79.255 

2,963 
28,951 
79.255 

111.169 

474.163 

842.468 

1.316.631 

$ 874,382 $ 474,163 $ 79,255 $ 1,427,800 
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Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service Oistrict 
General Fund 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1998 

Revenues: 
Assessment - user fee 
Charges for services -ambulance fees 
Bossier Parish Police Jury - appropriation 
Interest 
Miscellaneous 

Totalrevnnues 

Expenditures: 
Current - public safety: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 

Debt service: 
Principal 
Interest and other charges 

Capital outlay 

Totalexpenditures 

Excess of revenues over expenditures 

Otherfinancing sources: 
Proceeds capitallease 

Excess of revenues and other sources 
over expenditures 

Fund balance at beginning of year 

Fund balance at end of year 

lhe accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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539,645 
431,258 
2,205 
16,213 
1.385 

990.706 

626,864 
177,710 

37,002 
3,594 
96.811 

94.1.981 

48.725 

65,405 

114,130 

728.338 

$ 842.468 



 

Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
General Fund 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 

Budget (Cash Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended December 31,1998 

Revenues: 

Assessment - user fee 
Charges for services - ambulance fees 

Bossier Parish Police Jury- appropriation 
Interest 

Miscellaneous 

Expenditures: 

Current - public safety: 

Personal service and related benefits 

Operating services 

Debt service: 

Principal 

interest 

Capital outlay 

Budget Actua 

525,000 
425,000 

2,250 

13,500 

1.385 

987.135 

621,170 

270.375 

37,002 

3,588 
35,000 

967.135 

557,780 
434,232 

2,205 

8,291 

1.385 

1,003.893 

635,149 

180,085 

37,002 

3,594 
31.406 

887,236 

116,657 

128.272 

Variance- 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable 

32,780 

9,232 

(45 
(5.209 

36.758 

13,979 
90.290 

(6 
3.594 

79.899 

116,657 

128.272 

Fund balances at end of year $ $ 244,929 $ 244,929 



Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 1998 

1) Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

The Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District (the District} was created by the Bossier Parish 
Policy Jury by Ordinance No. 3266 on August 10, 1993, as provided under the Louisiana Revised Statute 
33:9053.1. The District is comprised of all the territory located within the Parish of Bossier excluding the 
municipality of Bossier City and that portion of the Parish located within the municipality of Shreveport

. 

The District is governed by a Board of Commissioners, who are appointed by the Bossier Parish Police 
Jury. The Board of Commissioners received no compensation during 1998. The District constitutes a 
political subdivision of the State of Louisiana and is a component unit of the Bossier Parish Police Jury. 

]-he purpose of the District is to provide ambulance service for the transportation of persons which 
necessitate ambulance care and for providing related services. 

A. Basisof Presentation 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the District have been prepared in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. 
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body for 
establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B. Reporting Entity 

The District is a component unit of the Bossier Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. 

The police jury is financially accountable for the district because it appoints or ratifies a voting 
majority of the board and has the ability to impose its will on them. 

The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the 
District and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided 
by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting 
entity. 

C. Fund Accounting 

ihe District uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financia 
management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an 
account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and 
liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 

(Continued) 



Bossier Parish Emergency Medical ~ervJce District 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 1998 
(Continued) 

Funds of the District are classified as governmental funds. Governmental funds account for the 
District's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted 
monies, the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the servicing of general long.term 
debt. Governmentalfunds of the District include: 

General Fund - the general operating fund of the district and accounts for all financial resources
, 

except those required to be accounted for in other funds. 

2. General Fixed Assets Account Group - is used to account for fixed assets used in governmenta 
fund type operations for control purposes. 

3. Gener~l ~ong~ ~~erm Debt Acc~unt Gr~~p - is used to acc~u~t f~r l~ng~term liabillt~es to be fi~anced 
from government funds. 

Basis of Accounting 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement 
focus. The General Fund is accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. 
With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the 
balance sheet. The operating statement of the General Fund presents increases and decreases in net 
current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by the General Fund. The District 
uses the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues 

The assessment - user fees are recorded in the year the assessment is due and payable. The 
assessment is made on a calendar year basis and attach as an enforceable lien and become due 
and payable on the date the tax rolls- assessments are filed with the recorder of mortgages. The 
assessment- user fees become delinquent if nat paid by December 31st of each year. 

The ambulance fees are recorded when susceptible to accrual, i.e., both measurable and available 

Interest income on demand and time deposits are recorded when the interest has been earned and 
the amount is determinable. 

All other revenues are recorded when the District is entitled to the funds 

Continued} 



Expenditures 

Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 1998 
(Continued) 

Expendffures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the 
related fund liability is incurred, 

Budgets 

The District follews these procedures in establishing the budgetary data reflected in these financia 
statements: 

A budget for the ensuing year is prepared prior to December 31 of each year and is made 
available for public inspection at least fifteen days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year. The 
proposed budget is prepared on the cash basis of accounting. The budget is established and 

controlled by the board of commissioners at the object level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse 
at year-end and must be reappropriatedfor the following year to be expended. All changes in the 
budget must be approved by the board of commissioners. There was one budget amendment 
during the year ended December 31, 1998, which is reflected in the budgetary comparisons 
included in the accompanying financial statements. 

The budget comparison statement included in the accompanying financial statements includes the 
original adopted budgets and all subsequent amendments. The following schedule reconciles 
excess (deficiency) of revenues and other sources over expenditures and other uses on page 5 
(budget basis) with the amounts shown on page 4 (GAAP basis): 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
sources over expenditures (budget basis) 

Adjustments: 
Revenue accruals-net 
Expenditures aecrua]s-nel 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
sources over expenditures(GAAP basis) 

Continued) 

GeneralFund 
1998 

$ 116.657 

13,188) 
10.661 

$ 114.130 



F. Encumbrances 

Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 1998 
(Continued) 

Encumbrance accounting is employed as an extension of the formal budgetary process. Under this 
method, purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments for the expenditure of monies are 
recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation. Any encumbrances 
outstanding at year end are reported as reservations of fund balances since they do not constitute 
expenditures or liabilities. There were no encumbrances outstanding at December 31, 1998. 

G. Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Cash includes amounts in interest.bearing demand deposits, and time deposits. Under state law, the 
district may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-hearing demand deposits, money market 
accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the 
United States, or under the laws of the United States. 

H. Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased or constructed, and the related 
assets are capitalized (reported)in the general fixed assets account group. Public domain or 
infrastructuresare not capitalized. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All 
fixed assets are valued at historicalcost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. 

Compensated Absences 

Employees of the District earn from five to ten, 24 hour shifts of vacation ~ave each year, depending 
on their lengths of service, and five, 24 hour shifts of sick leave. Upon separation of employment, an 
employee will be paid for accrued, unused vacation leave. Accumulated sick leave is forfeited upon 
separation of employment. 

At December 31, 1998, the amount of accumulated employee leave benefits is not material; 
therefore, the liability far compensated absences has not been included in the accompanying financial 
statements. The cost of leave privileges, computed in accordance with the above codification, is 
recognized as a current.year expenditure when leave is actually taken. 

J. Long-Term Dbligations 

Long.term obligations expected to be financed from governmental funds are reported in the general 
long-term debt account group. Expenditures for principal and interest payments for long.term 
obligations are recognized in the governmental funds when due. 

(Continued) 



Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31. 1998 

K. Total Columns on Combined Statements 

Total columns on the statements are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented 
only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position, results of 
operations, or changes in financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 

L. Assessment- UserFee 

A primary revenue source is the user fee assessed by the District. The District is autho)ized to levy a 
user fee not to exceed $36.00 per year to assess persons owning each residential or commercial 
structure located wholly or partly within the boundaries of said District. 

M. Use of Estimates 

Management uses estimates and assumptions in preparing financial statements. Thuse estimates 
and assumptions affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities, the disclosure of contingent 
assets and liabilities, and reported revenues and expenses. Actual results could differ from those 
estimates. 

(2) Cash and Cash Equivalents 

At December 31, 1998, tile District has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $263,536, in 
interest bearing demand deposits. 

These deposits ere stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, the,~;e deposits lot the 
resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by 
the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must 
at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the 
pledging fiscal agent bank in a custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At December 
31, 1998, the District had $294,200 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured 
from risk by $194,200 of federal deposit insurance and $100,000 of pledged securities held by the 
eustodialbank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uneollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of 
GASB Statement No. 3, Louisiana Revised Statue 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the 
custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within ten days of being notified by the District 
that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

Continued 



Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 1998 
(Continued) 

3) Changes in General Fixed Assets 

The changes in general fixed assets for 1998 are as follows: 

Vehicles 
Building and 
Office Equipment 

Medical 
Cornmunicafion Equipment 

Balance 
January I, 
1998 Additions 

$ 231,646 $ 81,320 

113,055 
46,517 

. 8,730 
$ 399.948 

4) Changes in General Long.Term Debt 

2,943 
10,037 
2,511 

$ 96 811 

Balance 
December 31, 

Deductions 1998 

$( 20,000) $ 292,966 

115,998 
( 2,088) 54,466 
~__ 508) __  10,733 
~ ) $_.__ 474,16j  

The following is a summary of capital lease transactions of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service 
District for the year ended December 31, 1998: 

December 31 

Capital Lease 
Obligations 

Balance 
December31 

1997 Additions 

$ 65,405 

Payments 

Balance 

1998 

$ 79.255 



Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 1998 

(Continued) 

Capital Lease Obligations at December 31, 1098 are comprised of the following three agreements: 

Agreement dated August 1, 1994 for the lease~ourchase of two 
ambulances totaling $97,848; due in 80 monthly payments of 
$1,911; effective interest rate of approximately 6,75% 

Agreement dated October 17, 1994 for the leasc~purchase of 
an ambulance totaling $48,823; due in 60 monthly payments 
of $962; effective interest rate of approximately 7.05% 

Agreement dated August 25, 1998 for the leasc,~purchase of 
an ambulance totaling $85,405; due in 48 monthly payments 
of $1,529; effective interest rate of approximately 5.75% 

Total capital lease obligations at December 31, 1998 

7.499 

60,509 

$ 79.255 

Future minimum lease payments under capital lease obligations outstanding at December 31, 1998, are as 
follows: 

(5) Operating Lease 

YearEnding 
December31, Principal Interest 
1990 34,007 3,503 
2000 16,162 2,180 
2001 17,117 1,226 
2002 11,969 280 

$ 79,255 $ 7.169 

Total 
37,510 
18,342 
18,343 
12,229 

The District leases space for housing an ambulance and full-time employees at the Central Fire Station-- 
Benton Fire District//4 under an operating lease. [.ease payments on this space for the year ended 
December 31, 1998 was $2,040. 
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6) Pension Plan 

Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 1998 
(Continued) 

Substantially all employees of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District are members of the 
Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a cost-sharing, multip]eemployer defined 
benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. The System is composed of two 
distinct plans, Plan l~ and Plan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. All employees of the 
District are members of Plan A. 

All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part from District 
funds are eligible to participate in the System. Under Plan A, employees who retire at or after age BO 
with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 with at least 25 years of creditable service, 
or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable 
monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their finaraverage salary for each year of creditable service. 
However, for those employees who were members of the supplemental plan only before January 1, 1980, 
the benefit is equal to one percent of final-average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental-plan.only 
service earned before January 1, 1980. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 

consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least the 
amount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at 
the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also 
provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or amended by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and 
required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the 
Parochial Employees' Retirement System, Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 708984619, 
or by calling (504) 928-1361. 

Under Plan A, members are required by state statute to contribute 9.5 percent of their annual covered 
salary and the District is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 7.75 
percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of one percent 
(except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of 
each parish. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on the 
salaries of the active members of each plan. The contribution requirements of plan members and the 
District are establishedand may he amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 

11:103, the employer contributions are determined by an actuarial valuation and are subject to change 
each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The District's contributions to the 
System under Plan A for the year ending December 31, 1998, 1997 and 1996 were $37,172, $41,986 
and $34,251, respectively, equal to the required cantributions fur each year. 



Dossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
Supplementary Information Schedule 

Year 2000 Disclosure 
(Unaudited) 

December 31, 1998 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcomings in many electronic data processing systems and other 
electronic equipment that may adversely affect the government's operations as early as fiscal year 1999. The 
District has completed an inventory of computer systems that may be affected by the year 2000 issue that are 
critical to conducting operations of the emergency medical service district's office. Management of the District 
has identified the following system that might require 2000 remediation: the emergency response system. 
Management of the emergency medical service district has contacted outside vendors for remediation, testing 
and validation. The approximate cost far updating the emergency response system is expected to be an 
insignificant amount. The anticipated validation date is before December 31, 1999. 
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R_el~flr t on Compliance and on Internal Control Over Financia 
Rel]ortina Based on an Audit af Financial Statements 

Performed In Accordance With GovernmentAuditinq Standards 

We have audited the financial statements of Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service Oistrict as of and for the year 
ended December 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated June 7, 1999. We conducted our audit in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
6overnmentAuditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

C~ liance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District's 
financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions 
of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions 

was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests 
disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 6overnment Auditiny Standards. 

Internal Control O verfina_nci;d Reportin~ 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District's internal 
control over financial reporting io order to deterrnine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. 

Our corrsideratian of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the 
internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in 
which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively 
low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would he material in relation to the financial statements 
being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal coarse of 
performing their assigned functions, We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and 
its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. 



This report is intended solely for the information and use of management and others within the organization and is not 
intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

Cook & Morehart 
Certified Public Accountants 
June 7. 1999 



Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
Summary Schedule of Audit Findings 

December 31, 1998 

Corrective Action Plan for Prior Year Audit Findings 

ReferenceNo 

Description of Finding 

Corrective Action Taken 

Compliance Finding No. 97-1 

The District did not adopt the 1997 budget in accordance witb state law. The 
original budget was not adopted at least fifteen days prior to the beginning of the 
fiscalyear. 

Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service began to endure budget difficulties 
during 1996. Due to these budget difficulties, the Board of Commissioners 
discussed closing one of the four emergency medical locations to reduce 
expenditures. The Board of Commissioners did indeed decide to close one of the 
four locations, which caused a budget revision. However, the Bossier Parish Police 
Jury intervened and reimbursed Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service for past 
debts, which secured required funding to allow Bossier Parish Emergency Medical 
to continue operating four locations until the beginning of 1998, which also, caused 
another budget revision. Due to all the budget revisions, the final 1997 revised 
budget was not advertised until September 21, 1997. Bossier Parish Emergency 
Medical Service does understand that we should have advertised the 1997 budget 
fifteen days prior to the beginning of the fiscal year and has done that with the 
1998 budget. The Board of Commissioners has made corrective plans to advertise 
the upcoming budget according to the state law concerning the local budget act. 

The 1998 budget was adopted in accordance with state law 

Corrective Action Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 

There were no findings or management letter comments far the current year audit for the year ended 
December 31. 1998. 


