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KEIT H ,J. ROV lRA 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

.333 I bIETAIRIE ROAD 

1,4FTAIRIE, LOUISIANA 7OOO I-5~ 7 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR " S REPORT 

Twenty -Fourth Judicial District 
Indigent Defender Board 

Jefferson Parish , Lou isiana 

I have audited the accompanying general purpose financial 
statements of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board as of and for the year ended December 31 , 1998, as listed in 
the table of contents . These general purpose financial statements 
are the responsibility of the management of Twenty-Fourth Judicial 
District Indigent Defender Board. MY responsibility is to express 
an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on 
my audit . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards contained in the _Government Auditinq Standards, issued by 
the Comptroller General of the United States . Those standards 
require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements 
are free of material misstatement . An audit includes examining, on 
a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in 
the general purpose financial statements . An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting p rincip les used and significant estimates 
made by management , as well as evaluating the overall general 
purpose financial statement presentation . I believe that my audit 
provides a reasonable basis for my opinion . 

In my opinion , the general purpose financial statements referred to 
above present fairly , in all material respects, the financial 
position of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board as of December 31, 1998, and the results of operations for 
the year then ended , in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles . 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also 
issued a report dated May 12, 1999, on my consideration of the 
Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 's 



compliance and internal control 
an audit of financial statements 
Government Auditin~ Standards 
after the notes to the financial 

Keith J . Rov ira 
Certified Public Accountant 

M ay 12 , 1999 

over financial reporting based on 
performed in accordance with 

This report is presented separately 
statements of this audit report . 
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~%[E~[I~Y -FOURTH JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT IND IGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Combined Balance Sheet 
All Fund Types and Account Groups 

Decemb er 31 , 1998 

ASSETS 
Cash (Note B) 
Revenue receivable 
Equipment (Note C) 
Am ount to be prov ided 
for retirement of 
general long -term 
obligations (Note F) 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES, EQUITY 
AND OTHER CRED ITg 
Liabilities 
A ccounts payable 
Compensated absences 
payable (Note F) 

Statement A 

Governm ental 
Fund Tvn e~ 

General 
Fund 

Special 
Revenu e 

$1,266,745 $381,256 
132 ,121 

$16,603 

$381,256 

$15,481 

Total Liabilities !6,603 15~481 

Equity and Other Credits : 
Investment in general 
fixed assets 

Fund balances : 
Unreserved - 
undesignated 1,382,263 365 ,775 

A ccoun t G roun s 
General 
Fixed 

A ssets 

$89,840 

G enera] 
Long -Term 

Obligations 

$28,926 

$89,840 

Total Equity and 
Other Credits 1,382,263 365,775 889~9 840 

TOTA L L IAB IL IT IES ~ 
EQUITY AND OTHER 
CREDITS $i,398,866 

$28,926 

28 ,926 

$28,926 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

Total 
(Memorandum 

Only)___ _ 

$1,648,003_ 
132 ,3.21 
89 ,840 

28 ,926 

$1,898,888 

$32,o84 

28 ,926 

61 ,010 

89 ,840 

L 748 ,038 

1 ,837 ,878 

$1,898,888 



TWENT Y-FOURTH JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT IND IGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Comb ined Statement of Revenues
, Expenditures 

and Changes in Fund Balances 
Governmental Fund Types 

For the Year Ended Decemb er 31
, 1998 

REVENU ES 
Court costs 
Bail bond forfeitures 
and license fees 

Intergovernmental revenue - 
Lou isiana Indigent Defender 
Board 

Drug court diversion 
Interest earnings 
Other 

Total R evenue s 

Statemen t B 

EXPEND ITURES 
A ttorney s ' fees 
Saiaries and related benefits 
Other professional services 
Operating services 
Continuing education and 
trav el 

Capital outlay - equipment 
acquisition 

Total Expenditures 

Governmental 

General 
_ Fund _ 

$1,790,529 

260,966 

15 ,000 
64 ,940 

__  7 ,568 

Special 
Revenue 

$368,136 

28 ,606 

Totals 
(Memorandum 

~ 0nly) 

$1,790,529 

260 ,966 

368 ,136 
15,000 
93 ,546 

_ _  7 ,568 

2_ _ ~]]39,003 ~96,742 2L535,745 

I , 

6 ,208 

2 ,216 

I_ _ L_553 ,425 

365 ,528 

251 , 
16 , 

431 
793 

1 ,563 ,396 
129 ,703 
403 ,176 
82 ,478 

3.1 ,400 17 ,608 

3 ,940 
_  6 ,156 

2 ~202 ,517 

Excess (Deficiency ) of 
Revenues over Expenditures 585,578 (252,350) 333

, 228 

Fund Balan ce at 
Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at 
End of Year 

?96,685 618 125 ~ j 414 ,810 

$i~_382,263 $365 775 $!.748,03 8 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



I'~ENT Y -FOUR~  JUD IC IA L D ISTR ICT IND IG ENT  DE FKNDER BOARD 
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures 
and Changes in Fund Balance - 
Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 

For the Year Ended Decemb er 31 , 1998 

REVENUES 
Court costs 
Bail bond forfeitures 
and license fees 

Statem ent C 

G enera] Fund 

Budqet A ctual 

Variance 
Favorable 

/Unfavorable) 

$1,400,000 $1,790,529 $390,529 

Intergovernm ental revenue - 
Louisiana Indigent 
Defender Board 

Drug court diversion 
Interest earnings 
Other 

160,000 260,966 100,966 

15 , 
39 , 

000 
500 

15 ,000 
64 ,94 0 
7 ,568 

25 ,440 
7 ,568 

Total Revenues 1,614 ,500 2 ,139,003 524 ,503 

EXPEND ITURES 
A ttorneys ' fees 1 ,206 ,600 1 ,197 ,868 8 ,732 
Salaries and related 
benefits 136 ,360 

Other professional services 138,000 
Operating services 84 ,032 
Continuing education and 
travel 5 ,000 

Capital outlay - equipment 
acquisition 5 000 

Total Expenditures ! ,574,992 

Excess (Deficiency) 
o f Revenu es ov er 
Expenditures 

Fund Balance at 
Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at 
End of Year 

129 ,703 
151 ,74 5 
65 ,685 

6 ,208 

. 2 ,216 

] ,553 ,425 

6 , 
(13, 
18 , 

657 
745) 
347 

(1,208) 

2 ,784 

21 ,567 

39,508 585 ,578 546,070 

811 432 796 ,685 _[!4,747) 

$850,9 40 $i,382,263 $531,323 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



Special Revenue Fund 
V ariance 
Favorable 

Budqet Actual (Unfavorable) 

$470,000 $368,136 $(101,864) 

36,000 28,606 (7,394) 

is (M em orandum Onl 
V ariance 
Favorab]e 

Budget Actual iUnfavorable 

$1,400,000 $1,790,529 $390,529 

160 ,000 260 ,966 100 ,966 

470 ,000 
15 ,000 
75 ,500 

368 ,3.36 
15 ,000 
93 ,546 
7 ,568 

(101,864) 

18 ,046 
7 ,568 

506,000 39~ 742 (109,258) 2,120,500 2,535,745 43.5,245 

417 ,500 365 ,528 51 ,972 1 ,624 ,100 1 ,563 ,396 60,704 

270 ,000 
9,300 

30 ,000 

251 ,431 
16 ,793 

18 ,569 
(7,493) 

136 ,360 
408 ,000 
93 ,332 

129 ,703 
403 ,3.76 
82 ,478 

6 , 
4 , 

i0 , 

657 
824 
854 

11 ,400 18,600 35 ,000 17 ,608 17 ,392 

6 ,000 3 ,940 

732 ,800 649~ 092 

2 ~060 

83 ,708 

i] 000 6~156 4 ,844 

2 ,307 ,792. 2 ,202 ,517 I05 1275 

226,800) (252,350) (25,550) (187,292) 333,228 520,520 

619,946 61~ 125 (i,821) 1,431,378 1,414,810 (16,568) 

$393,146 $365~775 $(27,371) $i,244,086 1,748,038 $5031952 
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~ %r~ YY-FOURTH JUD ICIAL D ISTR ICT IND IGENT DEFRNDER BOARD 
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1998 

INTRODUCT ION 

The Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, 
established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statute 15 :144- 
149, provides counsel to represent indigents (needy individuals) in 
criminal cases at the district court level. The judicial district 
encompasses Jefferson Parish, Louisiana . The board is composed of 
seven members who are appointed by the district court . Revenues to 
finance the board 's operations are provided primarily from court 
costs on fines imposed by the various courts within the district . 
The board also receives monies from a grant-in-aid program intended 
to supplement financial assistance in felony cases to district 
indigent defender boards that have a need for this type of funding . 

Board members serve without compensation 

NOTE A - SUMMA RY OF S IGN IFICANT A CCOUN T ING POL IC IES 

I . Basis o f Presen tation 
The accompanying general purpose financial statements of 
the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board have been prepared in conform ity with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units . The Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for 
establishing governmental accounting and financial 
reporting principles . 

2 . Renortino Entity 
For financial reporting purposes, in conformance with GASB 
Codification Section 2100, the indigent defender board is 
a part of the d istrict court sy stem of the State of 
Louisiana . However , the state statutes that create the 
boards also give each of the boards control over all of 
their operations . This includes the hiring and retention 
of employees , authority over budgeting , responsibility for 
funding deficits and operating deficiencies, and fiscal 
management for controlling the collection and disbursement 
of funds . Therefore , the board reports as an independent 
reporting entity and the financial statements include only 
the transactions of the Twenty -Fourth Judicial District 
Indigent Defender Board . Furthermore , the Jefferson 
Parish Council does not include the Indigent Defender 
Board as a component unit in its comprehensive annual 
financial report . 



TWENT Y-FOURTH JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT IND IGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1998 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED ) 

3 . Fund A ccountinq 
The board uses funds (General Fund and Special Revenue 
Fund) and account groups (General Fixed Assets Account 
Group and General Long-Term Debt Account Group ) to report 
on its financial position and the results of its 
operations . 

Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal 
compliance and to aid financial management by segregating 
transactions relating to certain government functions and 
activ ities . 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self- 
balancing set of accounts . On the other hand , an account 
group is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountab ility for certain assets and liab ilities th at are 
not recorded in the funds because they do not directly 
affect net expendable available financial resources and 
general operating expenditures . 

Funds of the indigent defender board are classified as 
governmental funds . Governmental funds account for the 
board 's general activities, including the collection and 
disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies and 
the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets . 
The governmental funds of the indigent defender board are 
the General Fund and the Special Revenue Fund and they 
are described as follows : 

a . General Fund 
The General Fund is the general operating fund of the 
board , and it accounts for all financial resources 
except those accounted for in the Special Revenue 
Fund . 

b . S_ pecial Revenue Fund 
The Special Revenue Fund accounts for the collection 
and disbursement of earm arked monies . The board has 
one Special Revenue Fund , the District Assistance 
Fund . 



TW]~qTY -FOURTH JUD IC IAL D IS~ ICT IND IG ENT  D EFEND ER BOARD  
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
Decen~ er 31 , 1998 

10 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

need for this type of funding . This Special Revenue 
Fund was established in order to separately account 
for the receipt of monies from the Louisiana Indigent 
Defender Board and the disbursement of those funds in 
accordance with the rules of the program . 

4 . Basis o f A ccoun tin~ 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied 
to a fund is determ ined by its measurement focus . The 
governmental funds are accounted for using a current 
financial resources measurement focus . With this 
measurement focus, only current assets and liabilities 
generally are included on the balance sheet . Operating 
statem ents of these funds present increases and decreases 
in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of 
accounting is used by the governmental funds . The 
governmental funds use the following practices in 
recording revenues and expenditures : 

Revenues (General Fund): 
Court costs and bail bond forfeiture and license fees 
are recorded in the year they are collected by the 
appropriate courts . 

Revenues (Special Revenue Fund): 
Intergovernmental revenues received from the 
Louisiana Indigent Defender Board make up the 
revenues of the District A ssistance Fund . 

Interest revenue earned on all funds is recorded in 
the year in which it is earned . 

Expenditures (General Fund and Special Revenue 
Fund): 
Expenditures are generally recognized under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting when the related 
fund liability is incurred . 

5 . Budgets 
State law does not make it mandatory for indigent defender 
boards to prepare and adopt annual budgets for the General 
Fund or the Special Revenue Fund . However , for 1998 , the 
board adopted annual budgets for the General Fund and the 
District Assistance Special Revenue Fund . The budgets 
were prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting . 
Both budgets were approved on November ii, 1997 . 



TWJ~NT Y -FO~ {TH J UD IC IA L D ISTR ICT  IND IG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
D ecemb er 31 , 1998 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED 

6 . En cumb rances 
The board does not use encumbrance accounting 

7 

ii 

Ca sh 
Cash includes amounts in interest bearing demand deposit 
accounts . Under state law , the board may deposit funds in 
demand deposit accounts, interest bearing demand deposit 
accounts , money market accounts, or time deposits with 
state banks organized under Louisiana law and national 
banks having their principal offices in Louisiana . 

be received 
]999 . 

Fixed A ssets 
Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time 
purchased , and the related assets are capitalized and 
reported in the general fixed assets account group . No 
depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets . 
A ll fixed assets are valued at historical cost . 

I0 Compensated Absences (Vacation and Sick Leave 
Full-time employees of the board earn and accumulate 
vacation and sick leave at various rates, depending on 
their length of service . Employees on the payroll, prior 
to April 26, 1986, may carry a maximum of 90 days of 
unused vacation leave from one calendar year to another . 
Those employees hired on or after April 26, 1986, may 
carry a maximum of 20 days of unused vacation leave from 
one calendar year to another . Upon separation from 
employm ent , and provided that certain conditions have been 
met as set forth in the policy adopted by the board, 
employees are paid for unused vacation leave according to 
the prov isions of the leave policy and the hourly rates of 
each applicable employee . 

All full-time employees earn one-half day of sick leave 
each biweekly pay period worked . There is no limit on the 
amount of sick leave that may be accumulated and carried 
forward from one year to the next . Upon separation from 
empioyment, employees who were hired before April 26, 
1986, receive compensation for one -half of all unused sick 
leave remaining at the time of separation . Employees 
hired on or after April 26, 1986, receive compensation for 
no more than 40 days of unused sick leave . 



TWENT Y -FOUR TH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT IND IG ENT D EFEND ER BOARD 
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1998 

12 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

The liability that the board has to its employees for 
accumulated vacation and sick leave is calculated by 
multiplying the applicable pay rate for each employee by the 
number of hours of leave time eligible for compensation at 
December 31 , 1998 . The cost of current leave privileges, 
computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60, 
is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the General 
Fund when leave is actually taken . The cost of leave 
privileges not requiring current resources is recorded in 
the general long -term obligations account group . 

Ii . Total Co lumn on Balan ce Sheet 
The total column on the balance sheet is captioned 
"Memorandum Only " to indicate that it is presented only 
to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this coluran 
does not present financial position in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles . Neither is such 
data comparable to a consolidation . 

NOTE B - CA SH 

At Decemb er 31, 1998, the carrying amounts (book balances) of 
cash of the board totaled $1,648,001 and are listed as 
follow s : 

Cash in interest bearing demand 
deposit accounts $i,648,001 

T otal 

These deposits are stated at cost, 
Under state law, these deposits (o 
balances) must be secured by feder 
the pledge of securities owned by 
market value of the pledged securi 
deposit in su rance mu st at all tim e 
deposit with the fiscal agent:. Th 
in the name of the pledging fiscal 
or custodial bank that is mutually 

$i,648,001 

which approximates market . 
r the resulting bank 
al deposit insurance or 
the fiscal agent bank . The 
ties plus the federal 
s equal the amount on 
ese securities are held 
agent bank in a holding 
acceptable to both parties 

At Decemb er 31, 1998, the board had $1,692,827 in 
balances . These deposits were secured from risk 

$1,592,827 of pl 
bank in the name 
3). 

bank 
by $i00,000 
edged 
of the 



~%TENT Y -FOURTH JUD ICIAL D ISX~ ICT IND IGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1998 

NOTE B - CASH (CONTINUED) 

13 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39 :1229 imposes a 
statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and 
sell the pledged securities within i0 days of being notified 
by the board that the fiscal agent has failed to pay 
deposited funds upon demand . 

NOTE C - CHA NGES IN GENERA L FIXED A SSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets (office 
furnishings and equipment) follows: 

Balance , January i, 1998 

Additions 
Deletions 

Balance , Decen~ er 31 , 1998 

NOTE D - PEN S ION PLAN 

$79,971 

12 ,532 
(2,663) 

$s~9 840 

A ll full-time employees of the indigent defender board are 
members of the Parochial Employees Retirement System 
of Louisiana (System), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), 
public employee retirement system . The plan is controlled 
and adm inistered by a separate board of trustees . The System 
is composed of two distinct 
separate assets and benefit 
memb ers of Plan A . 

plans, Plan A and Plan B , with 
provisions . All employees are 

All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who 
are paid wholly or in part from parish funds and all elected 
parish officials are eligible to participate in the System . 
Under Plan A , employees who retire at or after age 60 with at 
least i0 years of creditable service , at or after age 55 with 
at least 25 years of credited service , or at any age with at 
least 30 years of credited service are entitled to a 
retirement benefit , payable monthly for life , equal to 3 per 
cent of the member 's final-average salary for each year of 
creditable service . However, for those employees who were 



~TWENTY -FOURTH JUD IC IA L D ISTR ICT IND IGENT DEFEND ER BOARD  
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
Decemb er 31 , 1998 

NOTE D - PENSION PLAN (CONTINUED) 

14 

memb ers of the supplemental plan only , prior to January i, 
1980 , the benefit is equal to one per cent of the 
final-average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental 
plan only service earned prior to January i, 1980 . 
Final-average salary is the employee 's average salary 
over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the 
highest average . Employees who term inate with at least the 
amount of creditable service stated above and do not 
withdraw their employee contributions may retire at the ages 
specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date 
of term ination . The System also provides death and disability 
benefits . Benefits are established by state statute . 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial 
report that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary information for the System . The report may be 
obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees' Retirement 
System , Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge , Louisiana 
70898-4619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. 

Fundinq Pol~c~~  
Under Plan A , memb ers of the System are required to contribute 
9 .50% of their annual covered salary and the district is 
required to m ake employer contributions at an actuariaIly 
determined rate . The employer's contribution rate for the 
year ended Decemb er 31, 1998 is 7 .75% of annual covered 
payroll . Contributions to the System also include 
one-fourth of one percent of the taxes shown to be 
collectible by the tax rolls of each parish , except Orleans 
and East Baton Rouge Parishes . These tax dollars are divided 
between Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on the 
salaries of the active memb ers of each plan . The contribution 
requirements of plan memb ers and the district are established 
and may be amended by state statute . As provided by Louisiana 
Revised Statute 11 :103 , the employer contributions are 
determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change 
each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior 
fiscal year . 

The district's employer contributions to the System under 
Plan A for the years ended December 31, 1998, 1997 and 1996 
were $7,643, $6,544 and $6,293, respectively, and these 
amounts equaled the required contributions for each year . 



TWENT Y -FOURTH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT IND IGENT DEFENDER BOA RD 
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
Decemb er 31 , 1998 

N OTE E - LEA SES 

15 

agreement for a period of 5 years at rental rate of $2,500 per 
M onth . 

The minimum annual commitments under all noncancelable 
operating leases are as follows : 

Year Ended 
Decemb er 31 , 1999 
Decemb er 31 , 2000 
Decemb er 31 , 2001 
D ecember 31 , 2002 
Decemb er 31 , 2003 

Total 

Am oun t 

$3o,000 
30 ,000 
30 ,000 
30 ,000 
__ 7~7 500 

$127L5500 

NOTE F - COM PENSATED ABSEN CES AND LONG -TERM OBLIGAT ION S 

At December 31, 1998, employees of the board had accumulated 
and vested $28,926 of employee vacation and sick leave 
benefits , which were computed in accordance with GASB 
Codification Section C60 . This amount is recorded within 
the general long-term obligations account group . 

There were no other long -term obligations during the year 

NOTE G - L IT IGAT ION AND CLA IMS 

A s of Decemb er 31 , 1998, no liability is required to be 
accrued in the general purpose financial statements of the 
indigent defender board under the provisions of GASB 
Codification Section C50 . 

NOTE H - BOA RD COST S NOT INCLUD ED IN THE F INAN C IA L STATEM ENTS 

The accompanying financial statements do not include costs 
for office space and utilities for the office on the eastbank 
of the Mississippi River in Jefferson Parish's First Parish 
Court , nor for the office on the westbank in the Parish 's 
Juvenile Court . 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMAT ION S~ ULES 
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~W ENT Y -FOURTH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT IND IG KNT DEFEND ER BOARD 
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Supplemental Information Schedules 
Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 

For the Year Ended December 31 , 1998 

There were no prior year audit findings 

1 7 



TWENTY -FOURTH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT IND IG~ I" DEFEND ER BOARD 
Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

Supplemental Inform ation Schedules 
Corrective Action Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 

For the Year Ended December 31, 1998 

There were no current year audit findings 

18 
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REPORT ON COMPLIAN CE AND ON INTERN AL CONTROL OVER 
FINAN CIAL REPORT ING BA SED ON AN AUD IT OF 

FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 
W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUD IT ING STANDARDS 

Twenty -Fourth Judicial District 
Indigent Defender Board 

Jefferson Parish , Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the 
Twenty -Fourth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board , as of and 
for the year ended December 31, 1998, and have issued my report 
thereon dated May 12 , 1999 . I condu cted my audit in accordance 
with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditinq 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States . 

Compliance 
As a part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the 
Twenty -Fourth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 's general 
purpose financial statements are free of material m isstatement, I 
performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations and contracts, noncompliance with which could have a 
direct and material effect on the determ ination of the financial 
statement amounts . However, providing an opinion on compliance 
with those provisions was not an objective of my audit, and 
accordingly , I do not express such an opinion . The results of my 
tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to 
be reported under Government Auditing Standards 

Internal Control Over Financial RemortinQ 
In planning and perform ing my audit, I considered the Twenty-Fourth 
Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board 's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine my auditing procedures 
for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the general purpose 
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financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal 
control over financial reporting . My consideration of the internal 
control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all 
matters in the internal control that might be material weaknesses . 

A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation 
of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce 
to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in amounts 
that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial 
statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a 
timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their 
assigned functions . I noted no matters involving the internal 
control over financial reporting and its operations that I consider 
to be m aterial weaknesses . 

This report is intended solely for the use of management and the 
State of Louisiana Legislative Auditor and should not be used for 
any other purpose . This restriction is not intended to lim it the 
distribution of this report which , upon acceptance by the State of 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor, is a matter of public record . 

Keith J . Rov ira 
Certified Public Accountant 

May 12 , 1999 


