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W e have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the Verm ilion Parish 
Clerk of Court (Clerk), a component unit of the Verm ilion Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1998, '~ P"~ ~ 
and for the years ended June 30, 1998 and 1997. These general purpose financial statem ents are the 
responsibilily of the Clerk. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose 
financial statem ents based on our audits. 

Except as discussed in the following paragraph, we conducted our audits in accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform  the 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purp ose financial statem ents are free 
of material m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An  audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as 
evaluating the overall general purp ose financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audits 
provide a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

The Verm ilion Parish Clerk of Court has not reconciled certain individual suit docket balances in 
the Advance D eposit Agency Ftm ds at June 30, 1998. Because the Clerk of Court has not 
reconciled these balances, it was not practical for us to determ ine the am ount of fees, if any, due to 
litigants from the Advance Deposit Agency Funds or the am ount due to the General Fund from the 
Advance Deposit Agency Funds at June 30, 1998, for fees earned resulting from suit activity. The 
effects of not reconciling these balances on the finan cial statem ents cannot be reasonable 
determ ined. 

In our opinion, except for the effects of such adjustments, if any, as might have been determined to 
be necessary had the Clerk of Court reconciled the suits accounted for in the Advance Deposit 
Agency Funds, the general purp ose financial statem ents referred to in the first paragr aph present 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the Verm ilion Parish Clerk of Court, as of 
June 30, 1998, and the results of its operations for the tw o years then ended, in conform ity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

~ 
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In accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated Decem ber 
4, 1998, on our eonsideration of the Clerk's internal control structure over financial reporting and 
our tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations. 

Our audit was m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purp ose financial 
statem ents of th e Verm ilion Parish Clerk of Court taken as a whole. The supplemental inform ation 
listed in the table of contents is presented for the purpose of additional analysis and is not a required 
part of the general purp ose financial statem ents information has been subjected to the auditing of the Vermilion Parish Clerk of Court. Such 

procedures applied in the audit of the general 
purp ose financial statem ents, and in our opinion, except for th e effects of not reconciling certain 
individual suit dockets in the Advance Deposit Agency Fund, is fairly staled in all m aterial respects 
in relation to the general purp ose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 

Abbeville, Louisiana 
D ecem ber 4, 1998 
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VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

All Fund Types and Account Groups 

Combined Balance Sheet 
June 30, 1998 

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 

Cash and ca sh equivalents 
Receivables 
Due from other funds 
Prepaid expenditures 
Fixed assets 
A m ount to he provided for capital leases 

Total assets and other debits 

LiAbILITiES, EQUITY AND OTHER CREDITS 

Liabilities 
Accounts payable 
Payroll taxes payable 
Due to others 
Due to otker funds 
Capital leases payable 
Unsettled balances 

Total liabilities 

Equity and Other Credits 
Invcstraeuts in general ftxed assets 
Fund Balance - 

Unreserved - undesignated 
Reserved - prepaid expenses 

Total equity and other credits 

Total liabilities, equity, and other credits 

The accompanying notes constitute an integral part of this statem ent 

Governm ental Fiduciary 
Fund Type 

- General Agency 
Fund Fund 

$ 449,446 
41,280 

g,942 

$ 877,469 

49,613 

$ 33,340 
16,742 
3,323 

49,613 

~ 103,018 

387,708 
8.942 

396~650 

_ 927.082 
927.082 



Fixed 
Assets 

Long-Term  
Debt 

$ $ 

637,917 

637,917 

637,917 

86,12~ 

$ 86.130 

$ 

86,130 

86,130 

Total 
(M emorandum 

Only) 

$ 1,326,915 
41,280 
49,613 
8,942 

637,917 
__ .- 86.130 

$ 33,340 
16,742 
3,323 
49,613 
86,130 

__  927,082 
_ _ 1,116,230 

637,917 

387,708 
8_942 

1.034.567 



VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Statements of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance 
For the Years Ended June 30, 1998 and 1997 

1998 1997 
REVENUES 

Fees and services 
Investm ent earn ings 
M iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPEN DITURES 
Current - 

Salaries 
Em ployee benefits 
lnsnrance 
Operation and m aintenance 
Advertising 
A utom obile 
Professional services 
M iscellaneous 

Capital expenditures - 
Capital outlays 
Capital leases 

D ebt service - 
Principal 
Interest 

Total expenditures 

Excess of revenues over expenditures 

Other financing sources: 
Capital leases 
lntergovernm ental transfers 

Total other financing sources 

Excess of revenues and other 
financing sources over expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning 

Fund balance, ending 

]'he accompanying notes constitute an integral part of this statem ent 

$ 1,075,512 
16,172 
12,675 

1,104~359 

596,624 
136,353 
13,722 
135,742 

30 
10,383 
12,607 
28,762 

28,737 
7,346 

35,410 
11.810 

1,017,526 

$ 1,108,269 
10,925 

. 752 
1.119.946 

578,719 
151,962 
12,080 
117,241 
2,692 
10,089 
9,150 
41,359 

85,450 
9.921 

29,647 
10.793 

1.059.103 

86.833 _  60.843 

7,346 
48.500 
55.846 

142,679 

253,971 

63,269 

63.269 

124,112 

129.859 
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VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville. Louisiana 

General Fund 

Combined Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance 
BudgeI (GAAP Basis) and Actual 

For the Years Ended June 30. 1998 and 1997 

REVENU ES 
Fees and services 
Investm ent earn ings 
M iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPENI)ITURES 
Current - 

Salaries 
Em ployee benefits 
Insurance 
Operation and m aintenance 
Advertising 
Autom obile 
Professional services 
M iscellaneous 

Capital expenditures - 
Capital outlays 
Capital leases 

Debt self'ice - 
Principal 
Intelest 

Total expenditures 

F'.xcess of revenues 
over expenditures 

Other financing sources: 
Capital leases 
Intergovernm ental transfers 

Total other financing sources 

Excess of revenues and 
other financing sources 
over expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning 

Fund balance, ending 

1998 

$1,010,810 
13,710 
12.950 

1.037:470 

594,475 
120,800 
16,000 
110,643 

12,371 
12,000 
28,000 

18,203 

37,300 
10,200 

959,992 

A ctual 

$1,075,512 
16,172 
12,675 

1.104,359 

596,624 
136,353 
13,722 
135,742 

3O 
10,383 
12,607 
28,762 

28,737 
7,346 

35,410 
11,810 

1.017,526 

V arlanee 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 64,702 
2,462 
(27.5) 

66.889 

(2,149) 
(15,553) 
2,278 

(25,099) 
(30) 

1,988 
(607) 
(762) 

(10,534) 
(7,346) 

1,890 
(1,610) 
(57,534) 

77_478 86_833 __  9.355 

64,000 

64,000 

7,346 
48~500 
55,846 

(56,654) 
48,500 
(8,154) 

141.478 142.679 1.201 

253,971 

~ 395.449 

The accom panying notes constitute an integral part of this statem ent 

253.971 

~ 396.650 



1997 

$1,102,900 
10,600 

__ 80~ ~
.114,300 

578,100 
146,800 
13,475 
118,930 
3,950 
10,750 
9,150 
41,922 

82,000 
9,921 

30,200 
~ 5 
_2,056.073 

A ctual 

$1,108,269 
10,925 
_ .252 

_ _L1_19,946 

578,719 
151,962 
12,080 
117,241 
2,692 
10,089 
9,150 
41,359 

85,450 
9,921 

29,647 
__  10,793 

58.222 __ _60.843 

63,569 63,269 

v arlalqce 
Favorable 

_ ~Unfavorable) 

$ 5,369 
325 
(48) 

5,646 

(619) 
(5,162) 
1,395 
1,689 
1,258 
661 

56~ 

(3,450) 

553 
. . ~2 

(3,030) 

2,616 

(300) 

63,56~ __  63,269 (300_) 

121,796 

129,85_9_ 

124,112 

129,859 

L 253.971 

2,316 



VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abheville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

INTRODUCTION 

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Clerk of Court serves as the 
ex-officio notary public; the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages, and other acts; and has other duties and 
powers provided by law . The Clerk of Court is elected for a four-year term . 

NOTE 1 SUM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A . Basis of Presentation 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Verm ilion Parish Clerk of 
Court have been prepared in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles 

(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing govemmental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. 

B. Reporting Entity 

As the governing authority of the Parish, for reporting purp oses, the Verm ilion Parish Police 
Jury is the financial reporting entity for Vermilion Parish. The financial reporting entity 
consists of(a) the primary government (Police Jury), (b) organizations for which Ire primary 
government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and 
significance of their relationship with the prim ary governm ent are such that exclusion would 
cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board Statem ent No. 14 established criteria for 
determ ining which com ponent units should be considered part of the Verm ilion Parish Police 
Jury for financial reporting purposes. Th e basic criterion for including a potential com ponent 
unit w ithin the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GA SB has set forth criteria to 
be considered in determ ining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

2 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the Police Jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 

b The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or 
im pose specific financial burdens on the Police Jury. 

Organizations for which the Police Jury does not appoint a voting majority but are 
fiscally dependent on the Police Jury . 



VERM ILION pAKISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbevine, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

NOTE I SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

3 Organizations for which the reporting 
m isleading if data of the organization is 
significance of the relationship. 

entity financiM statements would be 
not included because of the nature or 

Because the Police Jury provides the Clerk of Court with office space and major capital 
purchases, the Clerk of Court was determined to be a component unit of the Vermilion Parish 
Police Jury, the financial reporting entity . The accompanying financial statements present 
infonrtafion only on the funds m aintained by the Clerk of Court and do not present 
inform ation on the Police Jury, the general governm ent services provided by that 
governm ental unit, or other governm ental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 

C. Fund_Accounting 

The Clerk of Court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the 
results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal compliance and to 
aid financial m anagem ent by segr egating tlansactions relating to certain govern m enl 
functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other 
hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for 
certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly 
affect net expendable available finaneial resources. 

Funds of the Clerk of Court are classified into two categories: governmental (General Fund) 
and fiduciary (Agency Fun ds). These funds are described as follows: 

G eneral Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal fund 
of the Clerk of Court and accoun ts for the operations of the Clerk's office. The various 
fees and charges due to the Clerk's office are accounted for in this fund. General 
operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 

Agency Funds 

Th e Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Agency Funds account for assets held as art 
agent for others. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not 
involve m easurem ent of results of operations. 



VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
A bbeville, Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

NOTE 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

D. Basi~ gf Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts 
and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the 
measurements m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. The govern mental funds 
are accoun ted for using a flow of current financial resources m easurement focus. The 
accompanying general purpose financial statem ents have been prepared on the modified 
accrual basis of aceounfing. The govern m ental fund uses the follow ing practices in recording 
revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues 

All governm ental funds are accounted for using the m odified accrual basis or accounting. 
Their revenues are recognized when they becom e m easurable and available as net current 

assets. All major revenues are susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recogn ized under the modified accrual basis of accounting 
when the related fund liability is incurred. Exceptions to this general rule include 
principal and interest on general long-term debt which is recognized when due. 

E. B udgej Practices 

The proposed budget for the fiscal year is made available for public inspection at the Clerk's 
office in June of the preceding year. The proposed budget, prepared on the m odified accrual 
basis of accounting, was published in the official journal before the public hearing. The 
budget is legally adopted and amended, as necessary, by the Clerk. A ll appropriations lapse 
at year end. Budget am ounts included in the accom panying financial statem ents include the 
original adopted budget and all subsequent am endm ents. 

F. Encum brances 

Encumbrances represent comm itm ents related to unperform ed contracts for goods or services. 
Encumbrance accounting, un der which purchase orders, conl/acts and other commitments for 
the expenditure of resources are recorded to reserve that portion of the applicable 
appropriation, is not em ployed by the Clerk. 



VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

NOTE l SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and m oney 
m arket accounts. Cash equiva~enls m c~,nde am ounts in tim e deposits and those investm ents 
with original m aturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the Clerk of Court m ay deposit 
funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e 
deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the United 
States. or under the laws of the United States. 

Under state law , the Clerk of Court m ay invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or 
certificates. These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 days; 
however, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. 
Th e Clerk's investm ents consist of certificates of deposit which are stated at cost. 

H. Fixed.Asse~ 

I 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditur es at the tim e purchased, and the related assets arc 
capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets 
provided by the parish Police Jury are not recorded within the general fixed assets account 
group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are 
valued at historical cost or estim ated cost if historical cost is not available. Estim ated 
am ounts are imm aterial in relation to total fixed assets. 

Em ployees of the Clerk's office earn seventeen days of annual leave per calendar year. 
Em ployees are allowed to carryover no m ore than 10 days of annual leave to the following 

year. 

Due to the uncertainty of the actual amounts which will be paid for annual leave, no accruals 
have been m ade for such absences. 

Long-term obligations expected to be financed from the General Fund are reported in the 
general long-term  debt account gr oup. Expenditures for principal and interest paym ents for 
long-term  obligations are recognized in the General Fund when due. 



VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, I,ouisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

NOTE 1 SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

K . Bad D ebts 

Uncollectible am ounts due for various fee receivables are recognized as bad debts by direct 
write-off at the tim e inform ation becom es available which would indicate the uncollcctibility 
of the particular receivable. Although the specific charge-off method is not in conform ity 
with generally accepted accounting prineiples (GAAP), no allowance for uncollectible 
receivables was m ade due to imm ateriality. 

L. Total Colum ns on Statem ents 

Total columns on th e financial statem ents are captioned M emorandum Only to indicate that 
they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present 
financial position or results of operations in conform ity with generally accepted accounting 
principles. N either is such data eomparable to a consolidation, lnterfund elim inations have 
not been made in the aggregation of this data. 

NOTE 2 CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At June 30, 1998, the Clerk of Court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 
$1,326,915 as follows: 

Cash on hand 
D em and deposits 
M oney m arket accounts 

and savings accounts 

Total 

Governm ental 

.. Fund T),pe 

$ 375 
8,852 

440,219 

Fiduciary 
Fund Type 

$ 
2,845 

874.624 

Tota 

$ 375 
11,697 

._ L3.L4~h3 

$ 1.326.91~ 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or 
the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities 
owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit 
insurance must at all tim es equal the am ount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities 
are held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually 
acceptable to both parties. 

At June 30, 1998, the clerk has $1,392,290 in deposits (bank balances). These deposits are secured 
by $500,000 of federal deposit insurance and $1,655,977 of pledged securities held by the custodial 
banks in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 



VERM ILION PARISII CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

NOTE 2 CASII AND CASH EQUIVALENTS (CONTINUED) 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the 
provisions of GA SB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory 
requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of 
being notified by the Clerk of Court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon 
dem and. 

N OTE 3 IN TERFUN D RECEIVABLES AND PAYABLES 

General Fund 
Advanced Deposit Fund 

N OTE 4 CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

Interfund 
Receivables 

49.613 

Interfund 
Payables 

$ 49,613 

qhe following is a sum m ary of changes in the General Fixed Assets Account Group for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1998. 

Com m unication Equipm ent 
Computer Equipm ent 
M icrofihn 
Office 
Education Equipm ent 
Total 

Balance 
6/30/97 Additions Deductions 

$ 2,384 
203,103 
197,164 
250.872 

426 
s 653.949 

$ 
26,802 

1,935 

$ 
12,562 
18,246 
13.961 

Balance 
6/30/98 

$ 2,384 
217,343 
178,918 
238,846 

426 
L f22.212 

Included in the above ending balance at June 30, 1998 are assets currently under capital leases, as 
follows: 

Com puter Equipm ent 
M icrofilm Equipm ent 
Office Equipm ent 

$ 109,253 
6,057 
7,346 



N OTE 5 PENSION PLAN 

VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbcville. Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

~an Description, The Vermilion Parish Clerk of Court contributes to the Clerk of Court 
Retirement and Relief Fund (Retirement System), a cost-sharing multiple employer defined benefit 
pension plan adm inistered by the Clerk of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, a public corporation 
created in accordance with the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 11:1501 - 1540 to provide 
retirement, disability and survivor benefits to m embers throughout the State of Louisiana. The 
Clerk of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund issues a publicly available finan cial report that includes 
financial statements and required supplementary information. Th at report may be oblained by 
writing to the Clerk of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e Avenue, Suite B-1, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816. 

_ .Funding Polie.y. Plan members are required to contribute 8.25% of their annual covered salary and 
the Verm ilion Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate, 
currently, 10.0%  of annual covered payroll. The contribution requirem ents of plan m embers and 
the Vermilion Parish Clerk of Court are established and m ay be am ended by the Clerk of Court 
Retirement and Relief Fund. The Verm ilion'Parish Clerk of Court's contributions to the Retirem ent 
System for the years ended June 30, 1998, 1997, and 1996 were $56,093, $62,078 and $65,537, 
respectively. 

NOTE 6 PO ST RETIREM ENT BENEFITS 

The Verm ilion Parish Clerk of Court provides certain continuing health care and life insurance 
benefits for retired em ployees. Substantially all of the Clerk's em ployees become eligible for these 
benefits if th ey reach norm al retirem ent age while working for the Clerk of Court. These benefits 
for retirees and sim ilar benefits for active employees are provided thr ough an insurance company 
whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the employees and the Clerk of Court. The Clerk of 
Court recognizes the cost of providing these benefits (the Clerk's portion of the premiums) as an 
expenditure when the m onthly prem ium s are due. 

N OTE 7 LEASES 

The Clerk is obligated under eertain leases accounted for as capital leases. The leased assets and 
related obligations are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group and the General 
Long Term  Debt Account Group, respectively, Assets under capital leases totaled $ 122,656 at 
June 30, 1998. Th e follow ing is a schedule of future m inim um lease paym ents under capital leases, 
together with the net present value of the m inimum lease paym ent as of June 30, 1998. 



VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

NOTE 7 LEASES (CONTINUED) 

N otes to Financial Statements 

Long-Term Debt Payable (capital lease) at June 30, 1997 

Additional debt acquired 
Debt retired - General fund 

Long-Term Debt Payable (capital leases) at June 30, 1998 

$115,310 

7,346 

$ 86.130 

The Clerk is obligated under certain leases accounted for as operating leases. Operating leases do 
not give rise to property rights or lease obligations, and the results oftbe lease agreem ents are not 
reflected in the Clerk's account gr oups. 

NOTE 8 CIIANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES 

A summ ary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follows 

Agency Funds 

Unsettled 
D eposits at 
Beginning 
of Year Additions Reductions 

$ 352,530 
1,354.129 

$ 725,914 
307,088 

NOTE 9 CHANGES IN  GENERAL LON G-TERM  OBLIGATION S 

$ 760,741 
1,051,838 

Unsettled 
D eposits 
at End 
of Year 

$ 317,703 

L..).222~  

3~ e following is a sum m ary of generallong-term debt ~ansaetions for the year ended June 30 
1998. 

Year Ending June 30 
1999 
2000 
2001 

Total M inim um Lease Paym ents 

Less: Am ount representing interest at the increm ental 
borrowing rate of interest 

Present value of m inim um capital lease paym ents 

15 

$ 87,308 
2,989 
747 

91,044 

4,914 

~ 86.13o 



VERM ILION PARISH SCHOOL BOARD  
Abbeville. Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

NOTE 10 LITIGATION 

There is no litigation pending against the Clerk at June 30, 1998 

NOTE 11 EXPENDITURES OF THE CLERK OF COURT PAID BY THE PARISH POLICE JURY 

Certain operating expenditures of the Clerk's office are paid by the Vermilion Parish Police Jury 
and are not included in the accompanying financial statem ents. These expenditures are summ arized 
as follows: 

Book binding 
Supplies - M icrofilm  
Supplies - Office 
Rental - Equipm ent 
M aintenance - Equipm ent 

N OTE 12 EX CESS FUND BALAN CE 

1998 

$ 18,642 
2,991 
753 

11,277 
11,1_72 

1997 

$ 25,788 
6,072 
1,945 

25,842 
9~000 

Louisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of the term  of office) 
the Clerk of Court m ust pay the Parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fund balance that 
exceeds one-half of the revenues of the Clerk's last year of his term of office. At June 30, 1998, 
there w as no am ount due the Parish treasurer as this w as not the last year of the Clerk's four-year 
term of office, and no determ ination of the am ount that will be due, if any, can be m ade at this tim e. 



SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION 



VERM ILION PAR/SH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

General Fund 

To account for resources traditionally associated with governm ents which are not required to be 
accounted for in another fund. 



A SSETS 

Cash and cash equivalenls 
Receivables 
Prepaid expenditures 
D eposits 

VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

Total assets 

LIABILI17ESAND FUND BALANCE 

LIABILITIES 
A ccounts payable 
Payroll taxes payable 
Due to others 
Due to other funds 

Total liabilities 

Iblal liabilities and fund balance 

General Fund 

Balance Sheet 
June 30. 1998 

$449,446 
41,280 
6,060 
2,882 

$ 33,340 
16,742 
3,323 
49.623_ 
103.0 L8 

387,708 
8.9~t2 

396.65~  
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VERM ILION PARISH CLERK O F COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Statem ents of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Years Ended June 30, 1998 and 1997 

REVENU ES 
Fees and services 
Investm ent earn ings 
M iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPEND I'I13RES 
Current - 

Salaries 
Em ployee benefits 
lnsm ance 
Operation and m aintenance 
Advertising 
Autom obile 
Professional services 
M iscellaneous 

Capital expenditures - 
Capital outlays 
Capital leases 

D ebt service - 
Principal 
Interest 

Total expenditures 

Excess of revenues 
over expenditures 

Other financing sources: 
Capital leases 
Intergovernm ental transfers 

Total other financing sources 

Excess of revenues and 
other financing sources 
over expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning 

Fund balance, ending 

20 

1998 

$1,010,810 
13,710 

1,037AZQ 

594,475 
120,800 
16,000 
110,643 

12,371 
12,000 
28,000 

18,203 

37,300 
10.200 

959.992 

77,478 

64.000 

__  64.000 

141,478 

__ 253.971 

Actual 

$1,075,512 
16,172 
12.675 

596,624 
136,353 
13,722 
135,742 

30 
10,383 
12,607 
28,762 

28,737 
7,346 

35,410 
112L~  

. 1~017,526 

v ariance 

Favorable 
, (Unfavorable) 

$ 64,702 
2.462 

__  (2753 
66:889_  

(2,149) 
(15,553) 
2,278 

(25,099) 
(30) 

1,988 
(607) 
(762) 

(10,534) 
(7,346) 

1,890 
~  (1,610) 

(57,534) 

86.833 9.355 

7,346 
48,500 
55,846 

(56,654) 
_  48,500 
_  (8,154) 

142,679 1,201 

253,97L 



1997 

$1,102,900 
10,600 
8O-O 

1,11~ 0~) 

578,100 
146,800 
13,475 
118,930 
3,950 
10,750 
9,150 
41,922 

82,000 
9,92l 

30,200 
10,825_ 

_ t,.0~6~ 73_ 

_  58,227_ 

63.569 

A ctual 

$1,108,269 
10,925 

__ _ _ _ 7.52 
__ L119,946 

578,719 
151,962 
12,080 
117,241 
2,692 
10,089 
9,150 
41,359 

85,450 
9,921 

29,647 
__  10,793 
._ 1,059,103_ 

_  60,843 

63,269 

vataance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 5,369 
325 
(48) 

5.646 

(619) 
(5,162) 
1,395 
1,689 
1,258 
661 

563 

(3,450) 

553 
__  g2 

(3,030) 

__  2.616 

(300) 

_  63.5~  _ 63,269 . (39_0) 

121,796 

129,85~ 

124,112 

_  129.859 

L 253.971 

2,316 

2 



Fees and Services: 
A dm inistTative fees 
Certified copies 
Clerk fees 
Clerks supplem ent 
Court attendance 

VEIUvlILION PARIStt CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Statements of Revenues Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) 
For the Years Ended June 30, 1998 and 1997 

Crim inal costs 
Crim inal/civil certificates 
D irect access credillU CCS 
Fax fees 
Jury sunun on fees 
M arriage licenses 
M ortgage certificates 
N on-support reveneu 
Notary bond fees 
Passport fees 
Qualifying fees 
Record/cancel certificates 
Recordings 
Registry of the court fees 
Successions 
Xerox-copy card fees 

Total fees and services 

Investm ent earnings 

M iscellaneous: 
Other 

Total revenues 

1998 

$ 250 
37,750 
298,000 
10,800 
6,800 
13.000 

5,100 
29,000 
5,100 
44.000 

178,000 
1.010.810 

_  ]3.710 

12.950 

Actual 

$ 254 
38,107 
344,454 
10,350 
5,620 
12,705 
2,781 
610 

5,160 
31,275 
5,242 
45,355 
4,665 
175 

1,685 
370 

2,608 
387,416 

459 

176.221 
~ tO2fi.SR2 

__  16.172 

__  12.675 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 4 
357 

46,454 
(450) 

(1,180) 
(295) 
2,781 
610 
60 

2,275 
142 

1,355 
4,665 

25 
(115) 
(80) 
98 

9,916 
(141) 

__ fl..Z~  
64.2~2 

2,462 

$ 66.8~9 



1997 

$ 250 
49,000 
335,000 
10,800 
6,000 
13,000 
3.000 
800 

4,500 
33,000 
5,200 
40,000 

5O0 
1,250 
600 

3,000 
405,000 
1,600 
400 

190.00Q 
1,102,90Q 

IO,60Q 

8QO 

~ Q 

Actual 

$ 252 
47,490 
347,272 
10,835 
10,100 
12,583 
3,045 
729 

4,361 
29,335 
4,977 
40,261 

38~ 
1,250 
593 

3,015 
400,766 
1,416 
322 

_ _ A 89,280 
_AA 08,269 

__ 10,925 

__  752 

v ariance 
Favorable 

. (Unfavorable) 

$ 2 
(1,510) 
12,272 

35 
4,100 
(417) 
45 
(71) 
(139) 

(3,665) 
(223) 
261 

(I 13) 

(7) 
15 

(4,234) 
(184) 
(78) 
(720) 

~ 5,369 

325 

__  08) 

s 5.646 

23 



VERM ILION PAILISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Statements of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) 
For the Years Ended Jun e 30. 1998 and 1997 

Salaries: 
Clerk of court 
D eputies 
O thers 

Total salaries 

Employee related benefits: 
Pension fund 
Payroll tax 
Hospitalization insurance 

Total employee benefits 

Insurance: 
D eputy liability insurance 
Errors and om issions insurance 
Fire and casualty insurance 
W orkers' com pensation 

Total insurance 

Operation and m aintenance 
Offi ce - 

Supplies 
Printing 
Postage/box rent 
M aintenance 

Clerk's allowance 
Rental - m icrofihn storage 
Telephone 
Fax phone expenses 
Equipm ent - m aintenance 
Equipm ent - rental 
Software - m aintenance 
Supplies - computer 
Supplies - m icrofilm 
Supplies - xerox copy card 

Total operations and m aintenance 

Advertising: 
General 
Public notice 

Total advertising 

1998 

Budget 

$ 70,175 
513,000 
11,39~ 

__ 594.475 

56,000 
6,800 
58.000 
120.800 

275 
10,800 
425 

__  4,50Q 
16,000 

24,500 
8,200 
15,793 
6,000 
700 
950 

9,400 
1,600 
14,000 
10,900 
7,700 
8,700 
200 

2.000 
110,642 

Actual 

$ 72,575 
512,460 
11.589 

~ 96,624 

56,093 
8,444 
71.816 

~ _36.353 

274 
8,799 
349 

_  4,300 
13,722 

27,420 
14,109 
14,091 
16,427 
7,018 
938 

9,232 
1,476 
17,384 
10,364 
7,937 
6,612 
467 

2.267 
r 135,742 

30 
30 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ (2,400) 
540 

_  (289) 
~  (2.149) 

(93) 
(1,644) 
(13,816) 

_  (15,553) 

(2,920) 
(5,909) 
1,702 

(10,427) 
(6,318) 

12 
168 
124 

(3,384) 
536 
(237) 
2,088 
(267) 

_  (267) 
(25,099) 

__  (30) 
__ _  (30) 



1997 

$ 59,600 
508,500 
10.000 
578.10_Q 

57,000 
5,200 
84,60Q 
146.80~ 

275 
9,300 
400 

__  3~50Q 
13,475 

20,000 
7,500 
15,500 
8,500 
5,975 
9OO 

9,800 
1,000 
16,000 
17,300 
7,200 
5,600 
155 

3.500 
118.93D 

3,725 
22.5_ 

__  3.951) 

Actual 

$ 59,616 
508,576 

__  10,527 
578,719 

62,078 
5,139 

__  84.745 
151,962 

274 
9,296 
383 

__  2~122 
__  12.080 

19,145 
6,626 
15,181 
8,234 
5,951 
893 

9,627 
1,059 
15,910 
16,946 
7,388 
5,561 
151 

__  4.562 
__  117.241 

2,446 
__  246 
__ _  2~692  

van ancc 
Favorable 

,, (Unfavorable) 

$ (16) 
(76) 
(527~ 
(619) 

(5,078) 
61 

(145) 
(5~162) 

1 
4 
17 

1,373 
1.395 

855 
874 
319 
266 
24 
7 

173 
(59) 
90 
354 
(188) 
39 
4 

. (1,069) 
1~689 

1,279 
(21) 

1.258 



VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville. Louisiana 

General Fund 

Statements of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) 
For the Years Ended June 30, 1998 and 1997 

Autom obile: 
Rental 
Operating and m aintenance 
Insurance 

Total autom obile 

Professional services: 
Accounting 
Program m ing 

Total professional serv ices 

M iscellaneous: 
A doption expenses 
Association dues 
Clerk's supplem ental com pensation fund 
Deputy uniform s 
Election costs 
Subscriptions 
Travel and convention costs 
Taxes - other 
Other 

Total m iscellaneous 

Capital expenditu res: 
Com puter equipm ent 
O ffi ce equipm ent 
Office equipm ent 

Total capital expenditures 

D ebt serv ice: 
Principal - capital lease 
Interest - capital lease 

Total debt service 

Total expenditures 

26 

1998 

7,500 
3,046 
1.825 

__  12.371 

12,000 

2,100 
10,800 
1,600 
200 
300 

9,000 
300 

3,700 
__  28.000 

18.203 

A ctual 

7,498 
1,227 

_  1,658 
10,383 

12,311 
296 

12.607 

1,713 
11,868 
1.637 

284 
9,010 

85 
4,165 
28.762 

28,737 
7,346 

v artance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

2 
1,819 
167 

_  1,988 

(311) 
(296) 

_  (607_) 

387 
(1,068) 
(37) 
200 
16 
(10) 
215 

_  (465) 
(762) 

(10,534) 
(7,346) 

18.203 36,08~ __ (17,880) 

37,300 
10,200 
47,500 

35,410 
I1,81Q 

~ 47.22~ 

1,890 
(1,610~ 

28O 



1997 

Budgel 

7,950 
1,000 

__ 1.88  

9,000 
__ kS~ 

9,1~Q 

15 
2,100 
10,300 
7,600 
2,400 
200 

11,250 
500 

7.55_7 
_  41,922 

60,000 
22,000 
9.921 
91,~2,1 

30,200 
10.825_ 
41..025 

Actual 

7,354 
945 

__  1,790 
__  10,089 

9,000 
_  150 
_  9,15.Q 

15 
1,639 
11,662 
8,575 
2,300 
169 

10,020 
586 

_  6,393 
_  4 l,ZS-~ 

60,909 
24,541 

_  9,921 
_  95.37_1 

29,647 
_  10~793 

40~440 

v ariance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

596 
55 
10 

__ 661 

461 
(1,362) 
(975) 
100 
31 

1,230 
(86) 

1,164 
563 

(909) 
(2,541) 

(3,450) 

553 
82 
635 

27 



VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

Agency Funds 

ADVANCED DEPOSIT FUND -- The Advanced Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
13:842, accounts for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to th e litigants 
after all costs have been paid 

REGISTRY OF THE COURT FUND - The Registry of the Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised 
Statute 13:475, accounts for funds that have been ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been 
rcndered in court litigation. W ithdrawal of th e funds can be m ade only upon order of the court 
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A SSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Due from other funds 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES 

Unsettled balances: 
Civil suits 
Due to agencies 
Registry of the court 

Total unsettled balances 

Total liabilities 

VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

A gency Funds 

Com bining Balance Sheet 
June 30, 1998 

29 

Advanced 
Deposit 
Fund 

$ 268,090 
49.613 

Registry 
of the Court 

Fund Total 

$ 609,379 $ 877,469 
__ 49,613 

$ 194,300 $ 
123,403 

317,703 

609~2~ 

_  609,379 

$ 194,300 
123,403 

927.082 



VERM ILION PAR/SH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

Agency Funds 

Com bining Scbedule of Collections, Distributions and Unsetlled Balances 
For the Years Ended June 30, 1998 and 1997 

Collections: 
Deposits in civil suits 
Security bond deposits 
Deposits by order of the court 
Interest earnings 

Total collections 

D istributions: 
Paym ents by order of the court 
Refund of deposits 
Fees transferred to general fund 
Sheriffs fees - local 
Sheriffs fees - other parishes 
Com m issioner of insurance - report fee 
Court reporter fees 
Attorn ey fees 
Secretary of state fees 
Court of appeal fees 
W itness fees 
Law library  fees 
Judges support compensation fee 
Judicial costs 
Payments to police jury 
Fees paid to secretary  of state 
Fees paid to general fund 

Total distributions 

Net change for the period 

Unsettled balances, beginning 

Unsettled balances, ending 

30 

1998 

Deposit 
Fund 

$ 724,714 
1,200 

725,9]_4 

195,837 
364,052 
37,090 
35,276 

435 
1,449 
1,556 
4,775 
6,098 
2,969 
5,670 
19,915 
18,580 
66,979 

60 

760,7~  

(34,827) 

352,530 

Registry  
of the Court 

Fund Tota 

$ 

281,860 
25~228 
307,088 

1,051,125 

~ 713 
1,051.8~  

(744,750) 

1,354,129 

~==fg.2.L72 

$ 724,714 
1,200 

281,860 
25.228 

1:033,002 

1.051,125 
195,837 
364,052 
37,090 
35,276 

435 
1,449 
1,556 
4,775 
6,098 
2,969 
5,670 
19,915 
18,580 
66,979 

60 
713 

1,812,579 

(779,577) 

~ 1..706~659 



1997 
Advance 
D eposit 
Fund 

$ 730,798 

~ 30,798 

142,810 
347,272 
40,311 
35,824 

340 
56 

13,877 
5,225 
1,824 
1,395 
5,799 
19,675 
18,700 
63,933 

64 

697.L0fi 

33,693 

318.Et7 

Registry 
of the Court 

Fund Total 

$ 

1,276,17i 
__  37,679 
._ 1,313,850 

1,413,536 

__  22,159 
_ 1,435,695 

(121,845) 

._ .1,475,974 

L.t~  

$ 730,798 

1,276,171 
37,679 

_  2,044:648 

1,413,536 
142,810 
347,272 
40,311 
35,824 

340 
56 

13,877 
5,225 
1,824 
1,395 
5,799 
19,675 
18,700 
63,933 

64 
22,159 

2.132,800 

(88,152) 

1.794:811 

L L29&,f~  
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A  
D arnall, Sikes 

Frederick  

Independent Auditor's Report on Com pliance and 
Internal Control over Financial 
Reporting Based on an Audit of 
Financial Statem ents Perform ed in 

Aceordance with 

The t]onorable Sam m y Theriot 
Verm ilion Parish Clerk of Court 
P.O. Box 790 
Abbeville, Louisiana 70511 
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W e have audited the fnaneial statements of the Vermilion Parish Clerk of Court (the Clerk), a 
component unit of the Verm ilion Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1998, and for the two years 
then ended, and have issued our report thereon dated December 4, 1998. W e have conducted our 
audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Govern m ent Auditing Standards 
of the United States. 

Compliance 

issued by the Com ptroller General 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Clerk's financial statem ents are free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its com plian ce with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and m aterial 
effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on 
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not 
express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed instances of noncom pliance that are 
required to be reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards which are described in the 
accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as item s 98-3 and 98-4. 

ern al Control O ver Financial Reoorting 

In planning and perforn fing our audit, we considered the Clerk's intern al control over financial 
reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the intern al control over financial 
reporting, ttowever, we noted certain m atters involving the intern al control over financial 
reporting and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions 
involve m atters com ing to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or 
operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely 
affect the Clerk's ability to record, process, summ arize and report financial data consistent with 

the assertions of management in the financial statements. The reportable conditions are descr~'~l''~i'i','i~i ~,~'~'.',',','ii'~i',', 
in the accom panying schedule of findings and questioned costs as item s 98-1 and 98-2. ~ ' 



A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the intem al 
control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in 
amounts that would be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur 
and not be detected within a timely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their 
assigned functiol~s. Our co nsideration of the internal control structure over fii~ancial reporting 
would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control strUcture that m ight be reportable 
conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also 
considered to be m aterial weaknesses as defned above. However, we believe th e reportable 
conditions described above as 98-1 and 98-2 are m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the information of the Clerk. However, this report is a matter of public 
record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 

Abbeville, Louisiana 
December 4, 1998 
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VERM ILION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Abbeville, Louisiana 

Summ ary Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
Y ears Ended June 30. 1998 and 1997 

96-1 Finding: Segregation of Duties 

Statu s: This finding is unresolved. See current year finding 98-1 

96-2 Finding 

Status: This finding is unresolved. See current year finding 98-2 

M L-I Finding: Bonuses 

Status: This finding is resolved. 

M L-2 Findings 

Status: Th is finding is resolved. 
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