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We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the St. Landry 
Parish District Attorney , as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, as listed in 
the table of contents . These general purpose financial statements are the 
responsibility of the District Attorney . Our responsibility is to express an opinion 
on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with 
standards applicable to financial audits 
issued by the Comptroller General of the 

generally accepted auditing standards and the 

contained in Government Auditinq Standards, 
United States. Those standards require that 

we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general 
purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement . An audit includes 
examining , on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used 
and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall 
financial statement presentation . We believe that our audit provides a reasonable 
basis for our opinion . 

In our opinion , the general purpose financial statements referred to above present 
fairly , in all material respects, the financial position of the St. Landry Parish 
District Attorney , as of Decemb er 31, 1998, and the results of its operations for the 
year then ended in conformity With generally accepted accountin~ principles. 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose 
financial statements taken as a whole. The financial statement~ of individual funds 
as listed in the table of contents and the Schedule of Prior Year Findings as required 
by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor, are presented for purposes of additional analysis 
and are not a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the St . 
Landry Parish District Attorney . The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal 
awards is presented for purposes of additional analysis as required by the U .S . Office 
of Management and Budget Circular A -133 Audits of States, Local Governments and 
o nprofit Orqanizations, and is not a required part of the 

statements of the St . Landry Parish District Attorney 
general purpose financial 
Such information has been 

subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose 
financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated, in all material respects, 
in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken a~ a whole. 

P. O. BOX 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefax 318-948-6109 



Honorable Earl Tay lor 
St. Landry Parish 
District Attorney 

Page 2 

In accordance with Government Auditinq Standards, we have 
June 24, 1999 on our consideration of the St . Landry 
internal control over financial reporting and our tests of 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

also issued our report dated 
Parish District Attorney 's 
its compliance with certain 

Opelousas, Louisiana 
June 24, 1999 
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ST . LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA 

COMBINED STATEM ENT O F REVENUES EXPENDITURES AN D 
CHANGES IN FUND BALAN CES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1998 

REVENUES 
Commissions on fines and 
bond forfeitures 
Intergovernmenta] 

Police jury reimbursements 
Criminal Court Fund 
Sheriff's and city court's 
reimbursements 

Federal grants 
State grants 
Local grants 

M iscellaneous 
Drug seizure income 
Interest earned 
Other 

Total revenues 

EX PEND ITURES 

Judicial 
Personal and contracted 
services 

Supplies and materials 
Repairs and maintenance 
Other services and charges 
Payments to other 
governmental entities 
Capital outlay 
Debt service 

Tota] expenditures 

OTHER FINAN CING SOURCES (USES 
in 
ou t 

financlnm 

sources (uses) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
AN D OTHER SOURCES OVER (UN DER) 
EX PEND IT~]REB AND OTHER (U SES 

FUND BALAN CE beginning of year 

GENERAL 
FUN D 

$724,036 

SPECIAL 
REVENUE 

FUNDS 

262,066 $223,313 
304,007 

266,017 

81,771 
25.000 

17,093 
19,908 
3,979 

1,703,877 

731, 

I00, 
20, 

295, 

775 

456 
133 
361 

314 ,927 

105,547 
4,728 

1,572,927 

531,826 
i00,000 

5 .000 

523 
1 ,554 

862 ,216 

465,530 
37,480 
3,473 
97,087 

49,755 

653 ,325 

TOTALS 

(MEMORANDUM 
ONLY) 
1998 

$724,036 

485 

304 
379 

007 

266,017 

613,597 
125,000 

5 ,000 

17,093 
20 ,431 

5 ,533 

2 ,566 ,093 

3,197,305 
137,936 
23,606 

392 ~448 

314 ,927 

155,302 
4 ,728 

2 ,226 ,252 

130 ,950 208,891 339,841 

241,719 
241,719 

241,719 (241,719 

372 ,669 

333 ,139 

32,828) 

104 ,474 

FUND BALAN CE end of year 705,808 71 ,646 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements 

241,719 

(241,719 

339 ,841 

437 ,613 
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ST . LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 199~ 

NOTE i - SUMMARy OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The District Attorney of the St . Landry Parish District Attorney , as provided 
by Article VI of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974 is elected by the voters 
of the parish and serves a six year term . The District Attorney prosecutes 
criminals; provides legal assistance, counsel, and opinions; and enforces 
parent 's obligation to provide support to their children . 

The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies and 
practices . 

Basis of Presentation 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the St . Landry 
Parish District Attorney have been prepared in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standards- 
setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting 
principles . 

T he R eno rtlnQ Ent ltv 

The St. Landry Parish District Attorney is an independently elected official 
and is legally separate from the St . Landry Parish Police Jury . As the 
governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the St . Landry 
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for St. Landry Parish . 

The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (Police 
Jury) (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially 
accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and 
significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity 's financial statements to be 
misleading or incomplete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No . i4 established criteria 
for determining which component units should be considered part of the St. 
Landry Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic 
criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting 
entity is financial accountability . The GASB has set forth criteria to be 
considered in determining financial accountability . This criteria includes: 



ST . LANDRY PARISH D ISTRICT ATTO~NRV 

OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

DECEMBER 31 . 1998 

NOTE i - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCO[]NTING POI,TCIE~q 

The Reportinm Entity (Continued 

Continued 

i. Appointing a voting majority of an organization,s governing body, and 

2 

3 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that 
organization and/or 

b . The potential for the organization to provide specific financial 

benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would 
be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the 
nature or significance of the relationship 

Based on the criteria described above, the St . Landry Parish District Attorney 
is not a component unit of the St. Landry Parish Police Jury due to the 
following : 

The District Attorney is an independently elected official 

The District Attorney is not fiscally dependent on the police jury 

The reporting entity 's financial statements are not misleading 

Fund Accountina 

The District Attorney uses funds and account groups to report on its financial 
position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to 
demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating 
transactions relating to certain government functions or activities . 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts . 

On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed 
to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not 
recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 



ST . LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
O PELOI]~AS LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 1998 

NOTE I - S[IMMARY OF SIGN/F/CANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Fund Accountinq (Continued 

i0 

Funds of the District Attorney are classified into two categories: 
governmental (General Fund and Special Revenue Funds) and fiduciary (Agency 
Fund), These funds are described as follows: 

Governmental Funds 

General Fund 

The General Fund was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statute 
15:571.Ii, which provides that 12 percent of the fines collected and bonds 
forfeited be transmitted to the District Attorney to defray the necessary 
expenses of his office . The general operating fund accounts for all 
financial resources of the District Attorney 's office, except those required 
to be accounted for in other funds . 

SDecia] Revenue Funds 

The Special Revenue Funds consist of the IV-D Fund, Mentor Fund, and the 
Access to Success Fund . The IV -D Fund accounts for grants from the Louisiana 
Department of Social Services, a pass-through agency , and the United States 
Department of Health and Human Resources, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, to 
establish family and child support programs compatible with Title IV-D of the 
Social Security Act for the provision of child support services . The purpose 
o f the fund is to enforce the support ob ligation owed by absent parents to 
their children, to locate absent parents, to establish paternity , and to 
obtain child and spousal support. 

The Mentor Fund accounts for a grant received from the State of Louisiana 
Office of Urban Affairs and Development to help defray expenses of a 
mentoring program in St. Landry Parish . 

The Access to Success Fund accounts for grants from the United States 
Department of Health and Human Resources and the St . Landry Parish Community 
Services, to help defray expenses of a licensed alcohol, tobacco, and other 
drugs (ATOD) prevention program . The Access to Success Fund provides 
mentoring to youth for the purpose of teaching life skills and encouraging 
positive llfe choices. 

Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific 
revenue sources that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified 

purposes . 



ST . LANDRY PAR ISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

OPELOUSAS , LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31. 1998 

NOTE i - S~ R~ OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Fiduciarv Fund 

Aqency Fund 

ii 

The Agency Fund is used as a depository for collections of NSF checks, fees 
for substance abuse classes and general restitutions. Disbursements from the 
fund are made to merchants who received the NSF checks, various parish 
agencies, class coordinators and litigants in suits in the manner prescribed 

by law. The Agency Fund is custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) 
and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 

Account Groups 

The District Attorney has two account groups : General Fixed A ssets and 

General Long-term Debt . 

General Fixed Assets Account Group 
which are reflected as expenditures 
the account group . 

-  capital acqu isition and construction 
in governmental funds are capitalized in 

General Lonq-term Debt Account Group 
financed from governmental funds are 

Basis of Accountlna 

-  Long-term obligations expected to be 
reported in this account group . 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is 
determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds and expendable 
trust funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement 
focus . With this measurement focus, only current assets and current 
liabilities generally are included o~ the balance sheet . Operating 
statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other 
financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing 
uses) in net current assets. 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized 
in the accounts and reported in the financial statements, Basis of 
accounting relates to timing of the measurements made, regardless of the 
measurement focus applied . 
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LICIE Continued 

12 

All governmental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of 
accounting . Their revenues are recognized when they become measurable and 

available as net current assetS . 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. Exception to this 
general rule is principal and interest on general long-term debt which is 

recognized when due . 

Purchase of various operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the 
time purchased, and inventories of such supplies (if any) are not recorded as 
assets at the close of the fiscal year . 

Expenditures for insurance and similar services which extend over more than 
one accounting period are accounted for as expenditures of the period of 

acquisition . 

Fixed Asset_~s 

All items of property, plant, and equipment are recorded in the General Fixed 
Assets Group of Accounts. such assets are maintained on the basis of 
original cost (cash paid plus trade-in allowance, if applicable) and at an 
estimated cost where no original cost records exist . Assets in the general 
fixed assets account group a~e not d@preciated . The St. Landry Parish 
District Attorney has no infrastructure asset expenditures. 

No interest costs were incurred during construction 

As required by the Louisiana Revised Statutes 39:1303, the District Attorney 
adopted a budget for its General Fund and Special Revenue Funds. The 
budgetary practices included public notice of the proposed budget, public 
inspection of the proposed budget, and public hearings on the budget prior to 

adoption . 



ST , LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
OP~Lm~I~AS . LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 
DVCVMBER 31 . 1998 

L 

Continued 

Continued 

13 

Any amendment involving the transfer of monies from one function to another 
or increases in expenditures at the functional level must be approved by the 
District Attorney . All budget amounts which are not expended, or obligated 
through contracts, lapse at year-end . 

The General and Special Revenue Funds were adopted and amended on a basis 
consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). The 
budgeted amounts of the General Fund in the accompanying financial statements 
are in the original adopted budgets and subsequent adopted amendments . 

v  

Louisiana state law allows all political subdivisions to invest excess funds 
in obligations of the United States, certificates of deposit in state, or 
national banks having their principal office in Louisiana or any other 

federally insured investment. 

State law also requires that deposits of all political subdivisions be fully 
collateralized at all times . Acceptable collateralization includes the FDIC 
insurance and the market value of securities purchased and pledged to the 
political subdivision . Obligations of the United States, the State of 
Louisiana, and certain political subdivisions are allowed as security for 
deposits . Obligations furnished as security must be held by the political 

subdivision or with an unaffiliated bank or trust company for the account of 

the political subdivision . 

The District Attorney 's employees earn and use their vacation and sick leave 
during the year. Therefore, there is no provision for compensated absences. 

Encumbrances 

Encumb rance accounting, under 
commitments are recorded in 

A ttorney . 

which purchase orders, contracts, and other 
the fund, is not utilized by the District 
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At December 31, 1998, the carrying amount of the District Attorney 's deposits 

was $652,081, and the bank balances were $748,423. The bank balances were 
collaterized as follows : 

Institution 

Bank One 
St . Landry Bank 
Washington State Bank 
American Bank 
M id South National Bank 
St . Landry Homestead 
Tri-Parish Bank 
First Bank of Eunice 

Totals 

Bank 
Balance 

$74,335 
74,446 
23,975 

111,621 
478 

372,151 
59,629 
32,~8~  

Amount 
Insured by 

FDIC 

$74,335 
74 ,446 

23,375 

i00,000 
478 

100,000 
59,629 
32 ,388 

Amount 
Collateralized by 
Securities held 
at ~rd Party Bank 

$11,621 

101,416 

Approximately $170,735 of bank balance deposits were uncollaterized at 

December 31, 1998 . 



ST . LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
O PEI,O[TSAS LO[]I~q TANA 

NOTES TO FINAN C IAL STA T EM ENTS 

DECEMBER 31 . ]998 

NOTE 3 - DUE FROM OTHER GOVERNM ENTAL /]NITS 

Amounts due from other governmental units at December 31, 1998 consisted of 
the following : 

1998 

Opelousas City Court 
Eunice City Court 
St. Landry Parish Sheriff 
Louisiana Commission on 
Law Enforcement Grant 

Police Jury 
Office of Aicohol and 

Drug Abuse 
Urban Affairs and Development 
Department of Social 
Services 

Totals 

NOTE 4 - DUE FROM/TO OTHER FUNDS 

Special 
General Fund Revenue Funds 

$3,235 
2,454 

53,742 

15,008 

12,500 

88,93
_

9 

$9,793 
35 ,000 

76,312 

121 ,105 

Individual balances due from/to other funds at December 31, 1998 are as 
follows : 

Due from 
Other Funds 

General Fund $59,224 
Special Revenue Funds 

IV -D 

Mentor 

Access to Success 
Agency Fund 

Totals 

Due to 
Other Funds 

$11,340 
35 ,429 

11,836 
619 



NOTE 5 

NOTE 6 

qT LAMDNY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
OPELOUSAS . LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER ~~ . 1998 

16 

The following is a summary of changes in the General Fixed Assets Account 

Group : 

Building improvements 
Furniture, fixtures and 
office equipment 

Law books 

Totals 

Prior 
Balance Period Balance 

1/i/98 Adjustmen~ Additions Deletion~  ]2/31/98 

$61,341 

232,899 

9,548 

303,78 8 

$61,341 

$155,302 $(44) 388,157 

9,548. 

[4~ ) 459r046 

All general long-term debt has been retired as of December 31, 1998 

Changes in long-term debt are as follows 

NOTE 7 - PENSION PLAN 

Balance 

1/1198 

$_
4 .53o 

Retired 

$4 530 

Balance 

12/31~ 9.8 

- 0- 

The District Attorney and assistant district attorneys, whose salaries are 
paid by the State of Louisiana and the Office of the District Attorney , are 
memb ers of the Louisiana District Attorneys' Retirement System . This 
retirement system is a multiple-employer , cost-sharlng statewide public 
employee retirement system administered and controlled by a separate board of 
trustees. The System provides retirement, death, and disability benefits to 
participating, eligible employees. Contributions of participating agencies, 
together with shared revenues, are pooled within the System to fund accrued 
benefits, with employer/employee contribution rates approved by the Louisiana 
Legislature . The Louisiana District Attorneys' Retirement System issues a 
publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and 
required supplementary information. The report may be obtained by writing to 
the Louisiana District Attorneys' Retirement System at 1645 Nieholson Drive, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802-8143 or by calling 1-225-343-0171, 



~T . LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
OPELO[]SAS LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

NOTE 7 - PENSION PLAN  (Continued 

NOTE 8 

NOTE 9 

NOTE i0 

DECEMBER 31 . 1998 

17 

Covered employees are required to contribute 7.0 percent of their salary to 
the plan and the employer portion was 1.25 percent through June 30, 1998 . 
The employer was not required to contribute to the plan for the period July 
i, 1998 through December 31, 1998. 

The St . Landry Parish 
years ended December 31 

District Attorney 's 
1998 and 1997 were 

Employee contributions for the years ended 

$i0,015 and $9,990, respectively . 

employer contributions for the 
$1,025 and $2,955, respectively . 
December 31, 1998 and 1997 were 

Commitments under lease arrangements for automobiles and office equipment 
provide for future minimum rental payments as follows: 

1999 
2000 
2001 

2002 

$30,472 
22,536 
9,398 
2,609 

Rental expenditures incurred for the year ended December 31, 1998 were 

$34,079. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 16:6 mandates the parish Police Jury to pay from 

their General Fund, any expenses incurred by the parish District Attorney in 
the discharge of his official duties. These expenses include salaries of 
stenographers, clerks, secretaries, investigators and other employees' 
expense allowances, telephone, transportation, travel, postage , hotel and 
other expenses. 

The Special Revenue Funds fund balance is reserved for $7,356, of which $516 
is the unexpended Mentor Grant funds on hand and $6,840 is the unexpended 
Access to Success Grant funds on hand . 





GENERAL FUND 

18 

The General Fund is used to account for resources traditionally associated with 
governments which are not required to be accounted for in another fund . The General 
Fund has a greater number and variety of revenue sources than any other fund , and its 
resources normally finance a wider range of activities . The resources of the General 
Fund are ordinarily largely expended and replenished on an annual basis . 



ASSETS 

ST . LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

Cash 

Investments 

Due from other funds 
Due from other governmental units 

Total assets 

L IAB ILITIES 
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 
Bail bond fees payable 
LACE and LOC payroll payable 
LACE and LOC fuel payable 

T~tal liab ilit ies 

FUND EQUITY 
Fund balance 

Unreserved, undesignated 
Total fund eouitv 

t i es and fund ~ u itv 

$136,342 
490,549 
59,224 
86 ,939 

$46,135 
2 ,650 
15,254 
3 ,207 

67 ,246 

705 ,808 

705,808 

19 



RT LANDRY PAR ISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

REVENUES 
Commissions on fines and bond 
forfeitures 
Fines 
LACE fines 
LOC fines 
Court costs - regular 

-  LACE 
-  LOC 

NSF fees 

Probation fees 
Bail bond fees 
Department of Public Safety fees 

Intergovernmental 
Police Jury reimbursements 

Criminal Court Fund 
Sheriff and City Courts ' reimbursements 

Federal grants 
State grants 

Miscellaneous 
Drug seizure income 
Interest earned 
Oth er 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Judicial 

Personal and contracted services 
Salaries 
Fringe benefits 
Contracted services 

Supplies and materials 
Repairs and maintenance 
Other services and charges 

Insu rance 
Bailiff expenses 
Telephone 
Computer expenses 
Copy machine expenses 
Dues and subscriptions 
Auto expenses 
Informant expenses 

Continued on next page 

$97, 
112 , 

131, 
14 , 

62, 
63, 
33, 

155, 

43, 
8, 

262, 
304, 
266, 
81, 
25 . 

791 
276 

830 
720 
540 
564 

925 
937 
128 
325 

066 
007 
017 

771 

000 

17,093 
19,908 
3 979 

1,703,877 

511, 
144 , 

75, 
i00, 
20. 

218 
856 
701 
456 

133 

28,893 
30,530 
51,685 

18,752 
18,114 
15.104 
25.903 

500 

20 



ST . LAN DRY PAR ISH D ISTR ICT ATTO~N RY 

EXPENDITURES (Continued) 
Witness expenses 
Conventions and seminars 
Travel expenses 
Uniforms 

Meals 

Grand jury meals 
Professional expense 
Rentals 
Other 

Payments to other governmental 
entities 

Drug forfeitures 
Bail bond fees 
LACE payroll and fuel 

Capital outlay 
Debt serv ice 

Total exnenditures 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY ) OF REVEN[]ES OVER 

OVER EX PENDITURES AND OTHEB (USES 

FUND BALANCE , beginning of year 

FUN D BALAN CE , end of year 

$7,069 
16,031 
19,364 
3,183 
9,508 

6,090 
15,620 
13 ,570 

15 ,445 

14 ,416 

32,346 
268,165 
105,547 

4 ,728 
1,572 ,927 

130,950 

241,719 
241 719 

372,669 

333,139 

705,808 

21 



SPECIAL REVENUE FIINDR 
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Special Revenue Funds are used to account for resources legally restricted to 
expenditures for specified current operating purposes or the acquisition of furniture

, 

fixtures, machinery , equipment, or other relatively minor or comparatively short-lived 
assets . 

The ]V -D Fund accounts for grants received from the Louisiana Department of Social 
Services, a pass-through agency, and the United States Department of Health and Human 
Resources, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, to establish family and child support 
programs compatible with Title IV-D of the Social Security Act for the provision of 
child support services . The purpose of the fund is to enforce the support obligation 
owed by absent parents to their children , to locate absent parents , to establish 
paternity , and to obtain child and spousal support . 

The Mentor Fund accounts for a grant received from the State of Louisiana Office of 
Urban A ffairs and Development to help defray expenses of a mentoring program in St

. 

Landry Parish . 

The Access to Success Fund accounts for grants from the United States Department of 
Health and Human Resources and the St . Landry Parish Community Services , to help defray 
expenses of a licensed alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs (ATOD) prevention program. 
The Access to Success Fund provides mentoring to youth for the purpose of teaching llfe 
skills and encouraging positive life choices . 



ASSETS 

Total assets 

ST . LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

L IAB IL IT IES 
Accounts payable and accrued 

expenses 
Due to other funds 

Total lJabilitle~ 

FUND EQUITY 
Fund balance 

Reserved for grant 
Unreserved , undesignated 

Total fund e~u itv 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 
SPECIAL  REVENUE FUN DS 

DECEMBER 31~ 1998 

fund equity 

23 

Access 
Mentor To Success 

IV-D Fund Fund Fund Totals 

$1,949 

76 ,312 

78,261 

$945 

35 ,000 

35,945 

$8,883 

9,793 

18 ,676 

$2,631 
11,340 $35,429 $11,836 
13,971 35,429 11 ,836 

516 6 ,840 
64 ,290 
64 ,290 516 6,840 

$11,777 

121 ,105 

132 ,882 

$2,631 
58 ,605 
61,236 

7 ,356 
64 ,290 
71,646 



ST . LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

COMBINING STATEMENT Q~ REVENUE$, EXPENDITURES AND 
CHAN GES IN FUND BALAN CE 
~PECIAL REV ENUE FUNDS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1998 

REVENUES 

Intergovernm~ntal 
Police Jury reimbursements 
Federal grants 

DHHR reimbursement 
DHHR incentive 

State grants 
Helping Hands 
State of Louisiana 

Local grants 
Community Services 

M iscellaneous 
Interest earned 

Other 
Application fees 
Donations 

Total revenues 

EX PENDITURES 
Judicial 

Personal and contracted services 
Salaries 
Fringe benefits 
Contracted services 

Supplies and materials 
Repairs and maintenance 
Other services and charges 

Auto expenses 
Management consultant 
In surance 

Indigent Defender Fund 
Rentals 
Telephone 
Building rent 
Computer expenses 
Dues and subscriptions 
Utilities 
Field trip expenses 
Other 

Capital Outlay 
TotaI exoendltures 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER (UNDER 
EXPENDITURES 

Continued on next page 
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Access 
Mentor to Success 

IV -D Fund Fund Fund Totals 

$199,875 $23,438 

380,924 
58,358 

30,000 
70,000 

364 133 

1 .454 

670,975 

302 , 

52 , 
9, 

25 , 
3, 

166 
602 
308 
407 

473 

4,340 
14,520 

12,000 
7,365 
5,547 
6,875 

129 

4,444 

14,879 
9,795 

472 ,842 

i00 
93 ,671 

51,374 
7,893 

5.332 

$92,544 

5,000 

26 

_ _97,570 

36,852 
4,093 
1,250 
6.741 

3 ,415 3,335 

i00 

575 

239 

3,511 

_ 96,065 
78~504 

454 
750 
615 
i01 

1,714 

2,492 
4,687 

. 333,895 
101,979 

$223,313 

473 

58 
468 

358 

70 ,000 

30,000 

5,008 

523 

1 ,454 

]00 
862 ,216 

390, 

64, 
i0, 
37 , 

3. 

392 

588 
550 
480 
473 

4 ,340 

14 ,520 
6 ,750 

12 ,000 
7 ,365 

7,00i 
10,725 

1,615 
805 

6,397 
2 ,492 

23,077 
49,755 
653,325 

198 ,133 15 167 
__ (4.409) 208,891 



ST . LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES EXPENDITURES AN 
CHANGES IN F[IND BALANCE {CONT INUED 

E 

FOR THE YEAR  ENDED DECEMBER 31 . 1998 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES {USES 

Mentor 
IV-D Fund Fund 

Operating transfers out $(218,281) $(23,438) $(241,719 
Total other financinQ 
s o u r c e s llls e s 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY 1 OF REVENUES AND 
OTHER SOURCES OVER (UNDER} EXPENDITURES 
AND OTHER ([]SEE 

beginning of year 

FUND BALAN CE, end of year 

218,281) (23,438) -0- (241,719 

20,148) (8,271) $(4,409) (32,828 

84 ,438 

64 ,290 

8 ,787 

536 

~i,249 104,474 

6,840 71,646 
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REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIA 

REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINAN CIAL 
RTATRMRNTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 
W TTN ~ V RRNM ENT A[]D IT ING STAN DARDS 

Honorable Earl Taylor 
St . Landry Parish District Attorney 
St . Landry Parish 

Opelousas, Louisiana 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the St. Landry Parish 
District Attorney , as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, and have issued our 
report thereon dated June 24, 1999. We conducted our audit in accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditinq Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the 
United States . 

Compliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the St. Landry Parish District 
Attorney 's general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we 
performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect 
on the determination of financial statement amounts . However, providing an opinion on 

compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, 
we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed an instance of 
noncompliance that is required to be reported under Government AuditinQ Standards which 
iS described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as item 98 
i . 

Internal Control Over Financial RemortinQ 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the St. Landry Parish District 
Attorney 's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing 
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial 
statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting . Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would 
not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting 
that m ight be material weaknesses . 

P. O. Box 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefax 318-948-6109 
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A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of 
the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements 
being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the 
normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving 
the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be 
material weaknesses . However, we noted other matters involving the internal control 
over financial reporting that we have reported to management of the St. Landry Parish 
District Attorney in a separate letter dated June 24, 1999. 

This report is intended for the information 
management, the appropriate Legislative Body 
through entities . Howe~er, this report 
distribution is not limited . 

of St . Landry Parish District Attorney , 
and federal awarding agencies and pass- 

is a matter of public record and its 

June 24 , 1999 
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W ITH OMB CIRCULAR A -]~3 

Honorable Earl Taylor 
St . Landry Parish District Attorney 
St . Landry Parish 

Opelousas, Louisiana 

Compliance 

We have audited the compliance of the 
compliance requirements described in 
Circular A -133 Comoliance ~uoolement 

St. Landry District Attorney with the types of 
the U .S . Office of Manamement and ~n~ t fOMR) 

that are applicable 
programs for the year ended December 31, 1998 . The 

to each of its major federal 
St, Landry Parish District 

Attorney's major federal programs are identified in the summary of auditor results 
section of the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs . Compliance with 
the requ irements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to each of its 

major federal programs is the responsibility of the District Attorney. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on the St. Landry Parish District Attorney 's 
compliance based on our audit . 

We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditinq Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and OMB 
Circular A -133, Audits of States Local Governments and Nonprofit Orqaniza~ions . 

Those standards and OMB Circular A-133 require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether noncompliance with the types of compliance 

requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on a major 
federal program occurred . An audit includes examJning, on a test basis, evidence about 
the St . Landry Parish District Attorney 's compliance with those requirements and 
performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. We 
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion . Our audit does not 
provide a legal determination on the St. Landry Parish District Attorney 's compliance 
with those requirements. 

In our opinion 
respects, with 
federal program 

the St . Landry Parish District Attorney complied , in 
the requirements referred to above that are applicable 
for the year ended December 31, 1998. 

all material 

to its major 

P. O. Box 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318.948-4848 Telefax 318-948-6109 



Honorable Earl Taylor 
St . Landry Parish District Attorney 
St. Landry Parish 
Page 2 

Internal Control Over Comoliance 

2~ 

The management of the St. Landry Parish District Attorney is responsible for 
establishing and maintaining effective internal control over compliance with 
requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to federal programs. 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the St. Landry District Attorney 's 
internal control over compliance with requirements that could have a direct and 

material effect on a major federal program in order to determine our auditing 
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and 
report on internal control over compliance in accordance with OMB Circular A-133. 

Our consideration of the internal control over compliance would not necessarily 
disclose all matters in the internal control that might be material ~eaknesses . A 
material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the 
internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
noncompliance with applicable requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants 
that would be material in relation to a major federal program being audited may occur 
and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of 
performing their assigned functions . We noted no matters involving the internal 
control over compliance and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses . 

This report is intended for the information of the St . Landry Parish District Attorney , 
management, the appropriate Legislative Body , and federal awarding agencies and pass- 
through entities. However, this report is a matter of public record and its 
distribution is not limited . 

Opelousas , Louisiana 
June 24 , 1999 
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RT . LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31 . 1998 

Y OF AUDIT RESULTS 

30 

i The auditor 's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general purpose 
financial statements of the St . Landry Parish District Attorney . 

NO reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statements are 
reported in the Report on Compliance and on Internal Control Over Financial 
Reporting Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with 
Government Auditina Standards . 

3 One instance of noncompliance material to the financial statements of the St 
Landry Parish District Attorney was disclosed during the audit. 

NO reportable conditions relating to the audit of the major federal award 
programs are reported in the Report on Compliance with Requirements Applicable 

to Each Major Program and Internal Control Over Compliance in Accordance with 
OMB Circular A -133 . 

5 The auditor's report on compliance for the major federal award program for the 
St . Landry Parish District Attorney expresses an unqualified opinion . 

6 There were no audit findings relative to the major federal award program for the 
St . Landry Parish District Attorney . 

7 The program tested as a major program was the Child Support Enforcement Services 
Program - CFDA #93 .563 . 

8 The threshold for distinguishing Types A and B programs was $300,000 

9 The St. Landry Parish District Attorney was determined to be a low-risk auditee 

Compliance 

1998-1. Deno~its not fully collateralized 

Condition : Bank balances of deposits were under collateralized by $170,735 as of 
December 31, 1998. 

Criteria: Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1225 states that the amount of the security 
shall at all times be equal to one hundred percent of the amount of collected funds 
on deposit . 

Effect : The St. Landry Parish District Attorney's deposits were not properly 
safeguarded . 

Cause : Management failed to review at least quarterly the adequacy of collateral 
pledged . 

C . FINDINGS AN D OUESTIONED COSTS - MAJOR FEDERAL AWARD PROGRAMS AUDIT 

None 



ST . LANDRY PAR ISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
O PELOUSA S LOUISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF EX PENDITURES OF FEDERA L AWARDS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1998 

SOURCE OF FEDERAL ASSISTANCE/ 
AGENCY NAME(S) PROGRAM NAME 

INDIRECT ASSISTAN CE 

United States Department of 
Health and Human Resources : 

Louisiana Department 
of Social Services 

Office of Family Support 
Grant # : 9404 LA4004 

Louisiana Department of 
Health and Hospitals 

Office of Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse 

Contract # : 526621 

United States Department 
of Justice : 

Louisiana Commission 
on Law Enforcement 

and Administration of 
Criminal Justice 

Project ID:B98-4-013 
Subgrant #: 98-B4-B .08-0067 
Matching contribution - 
$23,178 
Project ID:M96-4-006 
Subgrant # : 96-M4-M .02-0412 
Matching contribution - $8,841 

Total 

CFDA 
NUMBER EXPENDITURES 

Child Support 93.563 $439,282 
Enforcement 

(Title IV-D) 

Block Grant 93.959 92 ,544 
for Prevention 

and Treatment 
of Substance 
Ab use 

Drug Control and 16.579 55,240 
System Improvement 
-  Formula Grant 

Domestic 16.588 26,531 
Violence 
Prosecution - 

Formula Grant 

31 
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The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards is presented using the 
modified accrual basis of accounting for the federal assistance

. The basis of 
accounting is described in Note 1 to the general purpose financial statements

. 

Of the total amount of the federal financial assistance revenue
, only the 

reimbursement amount is recorded in the general purpose financial statements 
as 

revenues . A lso, only the expenditures which were later reimbursed are recorded in the 
general purpose financial statements as expenses. Federal financial assistance revenue 
is reported in the St. Landry Parish District Attorney 's general purpose financial 
statements as follows : 

General Fund 

Federal grants - 
Drug control and system 
improvement 

Domestic violence 

Total General Fund 

SDeClal Revenue Fundm 
Federal grants - 

Child Support Enforcement 
DHHR reimb ursement 
DHHR incentive 

Access to Success 

Total SDeCJ~] R~V~ I~  V1]ndm 

IntergOvernmental 
Rev enue~ 

$55,240 
26,531 

$380,924 
58,358 

_ _92,544 

591,826 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR' S REPORT ON SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the St. Landry Parish 
District Attorney , as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, and have issued our 
report thereon dated June 24, 1999. Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming 
an opinion on the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole . 

The year 2000 supplementary information on page 33 is not a required part of the 
general purpose financial statements but is supplementary information required by the 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board . We have applied certain limited procedures, 
which consisted principally of inquiries of management regarding the methods of 
measurement and presentation of supplementary information . However, we did not audit 
the information and do not express an opinion on it. In addition, we do not provide 
assurance that the St . Landry Parish District Attorney is or will become year 2000 
compliant , that the St . Landry Parish District Attorney 's year 2000 remediation efforts 
will be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with which the St . Landry 
Parish District Attorney does business are or will become year 2000 compliant. 

Opelousas, Louisiana 
June 24 , 1999 
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ST . LANDRY PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

DECEMBER 31. 1998 

34 

The St. Landry Parish District Attorney has only one computer software package in their 
operations which could be affected by the year 2000 issue . The District Attorney has 
updated the accounting software, which is manufactured by CPASoftware , to be year 2000 
compliant . The District Attorney is also in the process of updating all computers 
within the organization to be year 2000 compliant . If failure of the software would 
occur , the District Attorney 's personnel is familiar with maintaining a manual 
accounting system . The District has inquired of their financial institutions about 
their systems also being year 2000 compliant . The financial institutions have 
communicated to the District Attorney that extensive testing under state and federal 
guidelines is currently being performed . 



~T I,ANDRY PAR ISH D ISTRICT ATTORNEY 

SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 
MEAN ENDED DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

SECTION I - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL  TO THE FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 

35 

1997-1. Actual expenditures exceeded budgeted expenditures by more than 
5 percent . 

Current status: Resolved 

SECTION II - INTERNAL CONTROL AN D COMPLIAN CE MA TERIAL  TO FEDERAL AWARDS 

SECT ION III 

None 

None 
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W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of St. Landry Parish District Attorney as 
of and for the year ended D ecember 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated June 24, 
1999. W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Com ptroller G eneral of the United States and the provisions of OM B Circular A-133. 

A s part of our examination, w e have issued our report on the financial statem ents, dated June 24, 
1999, and our report on internal control and compliance with law s, regulations, and contracts, dated 
June 24, 1999. 

D uring the course of our examination, w e becam e aw are of the following m atters w hich represent 
im m aterial deviations of compliance or suggestions for improved internal control. 

998-2. Absence of D ocumented Annroval of Invoices 

Condition: Although the District Attorney personally signs all checks and reviews invoices attached 
fro" paym ent, there is no docum entation of his approvals. 

Criteria: Appropriate approval of transactions should be docum ented in order to have evidence of 

an adequate system of internal control. 

Effect: There is a deficiency in docum entation of the internal control system covering approval of 
transactions. 

Cause: Suffi cient tim e w as not spent by m anagement documenting approval of invoice paym ents 

1998-3. M atchin~ of Grant Revenue to Grant Renorts 

Condition: Grant revenue checks received are not compared to grant reports in order to reconcile or 
correct differences. 

Criteria: A ll grant revenue checks received should be compared to grant reports subm itted for 
reim bursem ent in order to determine correctness and verify that differences are traced. 

Effect: D ifferences between amounts requested and amounts received are not investigated for 
correctness. 

Cause: Suffi cient tim e w as not spent by m anagement investigating corrections. 
P. O. BOX 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefax 318-948-6109 



W e recom m end managem ent address the foregoing issues as an improvem ent to operations and the 
adm inistration of public program s. W e are available to further explain the suggestions or help 
im plem ent the recom mendations. 

June 24, 1998 
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June 29, 1999 

Louisiana Legislative Auditor 
Baton Rouge, La. 70804 

Q  

St. Landry Parish D istrict Attorney respectfully subm its the follow ing corrective action 
plan for thc year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998. 

N am e and address of independent public accounting firm : John S. D ow ling & Com pany 
P. O . Box 433, O pelousas, l,a. 70571-0433. 

Audit period: Year ended D ecember 31, 1998 

The findings fi'om the 1998 schcdulc of findings and questioned costs are discussed 
below . The findings are num bered consistently w ith the num bers assigned in the 
schedule. 

FIN D IN G S - FINA N C IAl, STA TEM ENT A U D IT 

N ON COM PLIAN CE 
1998-1 D enosils N ot Fully Collateralized 

Action taken: This issue is a result of one of our financial institutions not pledging 
enough assets to cover our total deposits. Sufficcnt collateral has now been pledged by 
the institution. 

FINI)ING S - FEDERAl. AW ARD PR O G R AM S AUDIT 

No findings 
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FINDIN G S - M ANA G EM EN T LETTER 

998-2 A bsence of D ocum ented A~m roval of Invoices 

Aclion taken: In addition 1o having each chcck for paym ent ofinvoiccs attached to 
checks at tim c of check signing and reviewing said invoices at that tim e, as is currcntly 
the D islrict Attorney's practice, a new procedure w ill be im plcm cnted wherein the 
D islriet Attom cy w ill initial each invoice at lhe tim e of rcvicw and approval. 

1998-3 M  alchin~z of Grant Revenue to Grant Renorts 

Action laken: Tim accountant will from now on rcvicw or cause to be revicwcd cach 
gram check and com parc each check to the contract for thc corresponding grant to 
dctcnninc thai they m alch. 

Sincerely, 

EARL TA YLOR 
D istrict A ltom ey 

E'l'/cb 


