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1). Rick llargis 
Natchitochcs l'arish Assessor 
P. O. Box 201 
Natchitoches, l,A 71458 

N I)EPEN D EN T A UD ITO RS' REPO R 

[',.rld'..) J~-.~ 36"~.7 

L~  (3/d~f1352-~d~7 

W c have audited tile accom panyiug general purpose financial stalemenls of the Nalcbitoches Parish 
Assessor, Natchitoches, Louisiana, a com ponent unit of tile Natchiloches Parish Police Jury, as of 
l)ecem ber 31, 1998, and for the ),ear then ended. These general purpose financial stalcnlcals arc the 
responsibility of the m anagem ent of the A ssessor's O ffice. O ur responsibility is 1o express an opinion on 
these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, the standards for 
financial and compliance audits contained in Goverm, ent Auditing Standards, issue, d by the U. S. 
General Accounting O ffice and the Louisiana Goverm nental Audit G uide. Those standards require thal 
we plan and perforln tile audil 1o obtain reasonable assurance abotlt wbether tile financial statelneats are 
free of material m isslatemenl. An audit also includes exam ining, on a tesl basis, evidence supporting the 
am ounls and disclosures in tile financial statem ents. An audit also inchides assessing lhe accounting 
principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as cvahlating II~c overall financial 
statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, tbc general purpose financial statements referred to in the first paragraph present fairly, in 
all malerial respecls, the financial position of the Natchitoches Parish Assessor, Natchitoches, Louisiana, 
as of December 31, 1998, and the resulls of its operations for the year then ended in conformiW with 
gcncrally accepled accounting principles. 

Our audit was inadc for/he purpose of forlning an opinion on tlle general purpose financial statelnents 
taken as a wllole. The accompanying financial information listed as "Supplemelltary hlformalion" and 
"'Schedules'" in the table of contents is prcsem ed for purposes of additional analysis and is no! a required 
par! of the financial statem ents of the N atcbilocbes Parish Assessor. Such inform ation has been 

subjected !o tile auditing procedures applied in tile audit of lbe general purpose financial slatcmcn!s, and 
in our opinion, is faM y stated in all material respects in relation to sucll financial statements taken as a 
whole. 
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The financial inform ation for lhe preceding year, which is included for comparalive purposes, was lakcn 
fi'om the financial report for lhat year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion on the general 
purposc financial slalem enls oflhe N atchitoches Parish A ssessor. 

~,hhllgon, ""homas & Cunniugham, CPA's 

June 21, 1999 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 



G F~N ERA I. PU RPO SE FIN AN CIA L STA TEM EN TS 

(COM B1NI';D STATEM ENTS - OVERVIEW ) 



ASSETS: 
Cash 
Revenue Receivables 
l'~qtfipm cnl 
Vehicles 

Total Assets 

N atchitoches Parish Assessor 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

Com bined Balance Sheet 
Fund Type and Account G roup 

Decem ber 31, 1998 

G overnnlenta 
Fund Type 
General 
Fund 

$339,893 
291,659 

0 
0 

$.62_k~2. 

Accounl 
Group 
General 

Fixed Assets 

$ 0 
0 

270,893 
29,334 

$3._0..O.222 

Exhibit A 
Page 4 

Totals 
(M emorandmn Only) 
12-31-98 12-31-97 

$339,893 
291,659 
270,893 
29,334 

$234,412 
294,103 
268,658 

__ !9,334 

$~ _1~22~ $112~ 507 

LIABIIJTIES & FUND EQUITY: 
Liabilities- 
Accounts Payable $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 

Fund Equity- 
lnvestmenl in General Fixed Assets 0 
Fund Balance- 

Unreserved-Undesignated 631,55_2 

300,227 

0 

300.227 

631.552 

297,992 

528~5~5 

Total l,iabilities & 

Fund l'quily $ fi3J_, ~..,5_2 $,3...Q9.~  $ 9_3_~.7.7.~ $ ~  fi_0J__ 

See uoles to financial s|a|eulents 



Natchitoches Parish Assessor 
Natchitochcs, l.ouisiana 

Slatcm ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changcs in Fund Balance 
Governm ental Fund Type 

Year Ended Decem ber 3 l, 1998 

RI'V I';N IJES: 

Taxes 
Charges for Services 
M iscellaneous 

Tolal Revenues 

EX PEN DITURES: 
Current- 

f)ersonal Services 
O perating Services 
M alerials & Supplies 
Travel & Other Charges 
Capital Expenditures 

Tolal l~xpenditnres 

Excess (l)cficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

Fund Balance-Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance-End of Year 

See notes to financial statem cnls 

Exhibit 13 
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Governm ental Fund Type 
Genera 
Fund 
1998 

$414,911 
4,410 
19.984 

Genera 
Fni}d 

j997 

$402,634 
4,538 
17.667 

$439~ 3305 $42 4~839 

$296,481 
11,536 
14,011 
12,005 
2.235 

$296,509 
ll,510 
12,236 
11,336 
29.508 

$336,268 $361~099 

$103,037 $ 63,740 

528,515 464~ 775 

$~3 !.5 52 $52_8,515 



N atchitoci~es Parish Assessor 
Na~.ehitoches, Louisiana 

Stalemenl of Revenues, Expenditnres and Changes in t"und Balance 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
General Fund Type 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

REV EN UES: 
]'axes 
Charges forServices 
M iscellaneous 

Tolal Revenues 

I;X Pt'2N I)ITURES: 
Current- 

Personal Services 
Operating Services 
M alerials & Supplies 
]'ravel & Olher Charges 
Capilal Expenditures 

General F 

Exhibil C 
Page 6 

B u~:Lel Actual 

$405,804 
4,474 
15,09_0 

$414,911 
4,410 
19,9_84 

$425,278- $439,305 

$308,844 
19,105 
27,500 
15,000 
30,000 

$296,481 
11,536 
14,011 
12,005 
2,235 

Variance- 
Favorable 
L(U!~favora b lc~  

$ 9,107 
(64) 

_~ 984 

$j~4 027 

$12,363 
7,569 
13,489 
2,995 

2Z 765 

Tolal Fmpendimres $~ 449 $336,268 $64 1~ 18181 

:xcess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
O ver Expenditures 

trod Balance-Begimling of Year 

Fund Balance-End of Yem 

See holes Io financial stalell]enls 

$ 24,829 

52~8515 

$LSL34_~4 

$103,037 $78,208 

~ 515 

$fi2LLL2 

0 



NO 'H 'S TO FIN AN CIA l. STATEM F.N TS 



INTR O D UCTIO N 

N atchitoehes Parish Assessor 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

Page 8 

As provided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the assessor is elected by 
the volers of tile parish and serves a four-year term . The assessor assesses all real and movable property 

iu fl~e parish, subject to ad valorem taxation. The assessor is authorized to appoint as many deputies as 
may be necessary for the efficient operation of the office and provides assistance to the taxpayers of the 
parish. The dcpulies are authorized 1o perform all functions of the office, but the assessor is officially 
and pecuniarily responsible for the actions of the deputies. 

The assessor's office is located in the N atchitoches Parish Courthouse in N atchitoches, Lonisiana. In 
accordance with Louisiana law, the assessor bases real and movable property assessments on conditions 
existing on January 1 of the lax year. The assessor completes an assessm ent listing by M ay 1 of the tax 
year and subm its the list to the parish governing authority and the Louisiana Tax Com m ission as 
prescribed by law . O nce the asscssmenl listing is approved, tile assessor subm its the assessment roll to 
the parish tax collector who is responsible for collecting and distributing taxes to the various taxing 
bodies. 

1. Sum m an , O f Sienificanl Accountin~ Policies 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of tile Natchiloches Parish Assessor have 
been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units. The Governmenlal Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is lhe accepted 
standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporiing principles. 

A. Reporting Entity- 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the N atchiloches Parish Police 
Jury is lhc financial reporting entity for N atchitoches Parish. The financial reporting entity 
consisls of (a) tile primary goverumeut (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary 
govermnenl is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and 
significance of their relationship with lhe primary government are such that exclusion would 
eanse the reporting enlity's financial statements to be m isleading or incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determ ining 
which componenl units should be considered part of the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury for 
financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit w ithin 
the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered 
in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. Tile ability of the police jury to impose its wilt on that organization and/or 



N atehitoehes Parish A ssessor 
N atchitocbes, Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 
December 31. 1998 

Page 9 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or im pose 

specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority bu! arc fiscally 
dependent ou the police jury. 

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity filmucial statemcnts would be m isleading if data 
of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of/he relatioasbip

. 

Because of item num ber 2 above, the assessor was determ ioed to be a com ponent unil of the 
N atchi~.oehcs Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying fi~a~cial 
statements present information only on the funds mainlai~ed by the assessor and do not present 
information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental 
unit, or the other governm ental units that com prise tire fi/mncial r'eporli~rg entity

. 

B. Fund Aecouotiug- 

Tbc assessor uses a fired and an account group to repor~ its /inancial position and the results of 
its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliancc and to aid financial 
m aJ~agem enl by segregating transactions relating to certain goverum cnl fnnctions or activities

. 

A fund is a separate aecotmtirrg entity with a self-balancing set of accounts
. On the other hand, 

an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain 
asscls and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect ncl 
expendable available financial resources

. 

The fired of the assessor is classified as a governmental fund
. Governmental funds account for 

Ihe assessor's genera/activities
, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally 

restricted monies and the acquisition of general fixed assets
, The Govern mental fired of the 

assessor includes: 

C. Fixed Assets and Long-Term Liabilities- 



N atchitoches Parish A ssessor 
N atchitoches, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 
I)ecem ber 3 l, 1998 
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Fixed assets used in the governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are aecounled 
for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in the General Fund. General fixed 
assets provided by the Nalchi(oches Parish Police Jury are not recorded within the General Fixed 
Assets account group of the Assessor. Fixed assets are valued at historical cost. No depreciation 
fias been provided on gellera( fixed assets. 

The Natchitoches Parish Assessor has no outstanding long-term obligations 

The General Fixed Assets Account Group is 
measurement of financial position, and does not 

D. Basis of Accounting- 

not a "fund". It is concerned only with the 
nvolve m easurem ent of results of operations. 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in tile accounts and 
reported in tile financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to tile tim ing of tile measurement 
made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The Assessor's records are tnaiatained on 
tile modified accrual basis of accounting utilizing the follow ing practices: 

Revenues-Revenues from tax levies are 
incom e item s are recorded w hen earned 
available. 

recorded in the year the taxes are levied. Other 
Interest income is recorded when the income is 

Expendilures-Expellditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. Salaries are recognized when lhey 
occur. Office supplies are recognized when (hey are purchased. Capital cxpenditures are 
recognized when the liability is incurred. 

E. Budgelary Practices 

Prior to tile beginning of each fiscal year, the Natchitoches Parish Assessor adopts a budget for 
the General Fund for the nexl fiscal year. The budget is open for public inspection

. A ll 
budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of the fiscal year. 

F. Iavestnleuls- 

All m onies of the Natchitoches Parish Assessor are held in interest bearing accouuls. These cash 
accounts should be secured by federal deposit insurance, Or by bank-owned securities. 



N atchitochcs Parish A ssessor 
N atehitoches, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

G . Total Cohmm s on General Purpose Financial Statements 
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Yola] COllUnllS O71 tile general purpose financial statenlents (eonlbincd statements-overview) arc 
captioned "M em orandum O nly" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial 
analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present financial position, results of operations, or 
changes in financial position in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation, lnterfund elim inations have not been made 
in the aggregation of this data. 

t. Vactition and Sick Leave- 

Employees of the Natchitoches Parish Assessor do not accrue or "carry forward" vacation or sick 
leave pay from year to year. As such, there are no accruals m ade in either Ihc G enEral Fund or in 
a general long-term debt account group for these paym ents. 

Com parative Data- 

Com parative total data for lhe prior year have been presented in lhe accom panying financial 
statem ents in order to provide an understanding of changes in the Assessor's financial position 
and operations. However, comparative (i.e., presentation of prior year totals by fired typE) data 
have not been presented in each of tile statelnents since their inc[usiou would m ake the 
statements unduly complex and difficult to read. 

2. A d V alorem  Taxes 

The assessor levies taxes on real and business personal property located w ithin the boundaries of 
Natchitoches Parish. Property taxes are Ievied by tile Parish on property values assessed by the 
Natchiloehes Parish Tax Assessor and approved by the State of Louisiana Tax Comm ission. 

The Natchitoches Parish Sheriffs office bills 
CollEctions are rem itted to tile Assessor m onthly 
when levied. 

and collects properly taxes for llle AssEssor. 
The A ssessor recognizes property tax revenues 

property Tax Calendar 

A ssesslnent date 
Levy date 
Tax bills m ailed 
Total taxes are due 
Penalties and interest added 
Lien date 
Tax sale 

January 1, 1998 
June 30, 1998 
October 15, 1998 
Decem ber 31, 1998 
January 31, 1999 
January 3, 1999 
June 23, 1999 



N atchitoches Parish A ssessor 
N atehitoches, Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1998 
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The Assessor is perm itted to levy taxes up to 10%  of the assessed properly valuation for each 
specified purpose, or, in tile aggregate for all purposes 25%  of the assessed valuation for the payment 
of principal and inlerest on long-term debt after the approval by the voters of the Assessor. ]'ropcrly 
taxes are recorded as receivables and revenues in the year assessed. 

Assessed values are established by tile Natchitoches Parish Tax Assessor each year on a uniform 
basis at tile following ratios to fair market value: 

0% land 
0%  residential improvem ents 
5% industrial improvements 

15%  m achinery 
15%  com mercial im provements 
25%  public service properties, excluding land 

A revaluation of all property is required to be com pleted no less than every four years. The last 
revaluation was completed for the roll of January 1, 1997. Total assessed value was $130,100,950 in 
1998. Louisiana state law exempts the first $7,500 of assessed value of a taxpayer's primary 
residence from parish property taxes. This homestead exemption was a total of $35,162,040 of tile 
assessed value in 1998. For the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, taxes of 3.79 m ils were levied on the 
property. Taxes collected totaled $363,645. 

The following are the principal taxpayers for the parish 

_q~a xpavell 

W estern Kraft Paper 
Tennessee G as Pipeline 
BellSouth 
Central l JA Electric 
W aI-M art 
Koch Gateway Pipeline 
W eslern Gas Resources 

Tola 

Assessed Valuation 

$ 8,982,800 
5,232,750 
3,623,930 
2,322,100 
2,300,450 
2,243,220 
1,870,410 

Percentage of 
Total Assessed 
Valuation 

7%  
4%  
3%  
2%  
2%  
2%  
1% 

22% 



Natchitoches Parish Assessor 
N atchitoches, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 
December 31, 1998 

Chances in G eneral Fixed Assets 

A smnmary of chan~,es ill General Fixed Assets follows 

General Fixed Assets 

4. Leases 

l.and & Bnildings 
Equipm ent- 

Vehicles 
Other 

Total G eneral 
Fixed Assets 

Balance 
1-1-98 Additions Deletions 

$ 0 

29,334 
268 6~ 58 

$ 0 

0 
2,235 

$0 

0 
0 

Balance 
12-31-98 

$ 0 

29,334 
270,893 

$2 $300.227 

Tile N atclfitoches Parish Assessor is a party to an operating lease of a vehicle through GM AC. The 
terms of the lease call for payments of $406.86 for 36 months with payments beginning January 23, 
1998. 

The Natchitoches Parish Assessor is not a party to any litigation seeking damages at I)cccm ber 3 
1998. 

6. Exoenses Paid bv the Natchiloches Parish Police Jury 

Certain expenses of the Assessor's offi ce are paid by the Natchiloches Parish Police Jury. In addition 
to filrnishing the building where the Assessor's office is located, the Police Jury pays all utility bills, 
m ost insurance, and furnishes som e of the equipm ent in the Assessor's office. 

7. Related Party Transactions 

The Assessor's offi ce had no related party transactions for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

8. Cash anti Investm ents 

For reporting purposes, cash and cash equivalents include cash, demand deposits, time deposits, and 
certificates of deposit. At l)ecember 31, 1998, the Assessor had cash and cash equivalents totaling 
$339,893. Cash and cash equivalents are stated at cost, which approximates nmrket. 



Natchitoches Parish Assessor 
N atchitoches, l,ouisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 
Decem ber 31. 1998 
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Under l,ouisiana law, these deposits m ust be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of 
securilics owned by tile bank. Thc m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit 
insurance m ust at all lim es equal the am ount on deposit with tile bank. These pledged securities are 
held in the name of tile pledging bank in a holding or custodial bank in the form of safekeeping 
reccipts held by tile Assessor. The deposits at December 31

, 1998, were secured as follows: 

Bank 
Balances 

FDIC 
Insurance 

Additiona 
Securities Balance 

Uninsured 

All of tile Assessor's deposits arc held in tile Assessor's nam e 

9. Em olovees Retirem ent Svstem  

Plan l)escription. Substantially all employees of the Natchitoches Parish Assessor's officc arc 
members of the Louisiana Assessors' Retirement System (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer 
defined benefit pension plan adm inislered by a separate board of trustees. 

All full-time employees who are under the age of 60 at the lime of original employment and are no! 
drawing retirem ent benefits from any other public retirem ent system in Louisiana are required to 
participale in the System . Employees who retire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of credited 
service or at or after age 50 with at least 30 years of credited service arc entitled to a retiremeul 
benefit, payable monthly for life, equal 1o 3 percent of the final-average salary /br each year of 
credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the 
employee's average salary over tile 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest 
average. Employees who term inate w ith at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their 
employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of 
term ination, l'he System also provides death and disability benefits. Bencfils arc cstablisbed or 
anlended by state statute. 

The System issucs an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statemenls and 
required supplementary information for the System . That report may be obtained by writing to the 
Louisiana Assessors' Retirement Syslem, Post Office Box 1786

, Shreveport, Louisiana 71166-1786, 
or by calling (318) 425-4446. 



N atchitocl~es Parish A ssessor 

Natchitoches, Louisiana 
Notes to Financial Statements 

Decem ber 31, 1998 

Page 15 

Funding Policy. Plan m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 7.0 percent of their amm al 
covered salatT and the Natchitoches Parish Assessor is required to contribute at an actuarially 
determ ined rale. The current rate is 5.75 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to tile 

System also include <me-fourth of one percent (one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to 
be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish, plus revenue sharing funds appropriated by the 
legislature. The contribution requirem ents of plan m embers and the Natchitochcs Parish Assessor 
arc established and may be am ended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 

11 : 103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change 
each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Natchitoches Parish 
Assessor's contributions to the System for the year ending Decem ber 31, 1998, 1997, and 1996 were 
$27,872, $27,023, and $22,502, respectively, equal to the requircd contributions for each year. 

The N atchitoches Parish A ssessor does not em ploy the use of"encum brance" accounting m ethods 

11. The Year 2000 Issue 

Tbc year 2000 issue is a result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data-processing systems and other 
equipment that nmy adversely affect operations in the year 1999 and beyond if date sensitive coding 
is nol corrected. The N atchitoches Parish A ssessor is aware of the year 2000 issue and is currently 
assessing all of its system s. 



FIN AN CIA L STA TEM ENT OF TH E IN DIV IDUA L FUN D 
AN D THE ACCOUNT GROUP 



GEN ERAL FUN D 

To accotml for file resources traditionally associated w ith govermnental units which are no! required to 
be accounted for in another fund. 



A SSETS: 
Cash 
Revenue Receivables 

Total Assets 

LIA BILITII'S & FUN D BA I.AN CE 
Liabilities 
Fund Balance- 

Unreserved-Undesignaled 

N alchiloches Parish Assessor 
Natchitocbes, Louisiana 

General Fund 
Balance Sheets 

Decem ber 31, 1998 and 1997 

Total Liabilities & Fund Balance 

See notes to financial stalenlents 

Fxhibit 1)-1 
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1998 1997 

$339,893 
291,659 

$234,412 
294,103 

$ ~32, 5~5_ 2 $~52L 5 lfi 

$ 0 

631,552 

$~ L~ 2 

$ 0 

528,515 

$5~_8,515 



Natchitoches Parish Assessor 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

General Fund 
Statement of Revenues-Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 

Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 
W ilh Com parative Actual Amounts From Year Ended December 31, 1997 

REVEN UES: 
Taxes- ' 
Ad Valorcm 

1998 

Bud~  Actual 

Variance- 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

t3xhibit D-2 
Page 19 

1997 
Actual 

$405,804 $414,911 $ 9,107 $402,634 

Charges for Serviccs- 

Preparation of Tax Roll 4,474 4,410 (64) 4,538 

M iscellaneous- 
Interest 
M iscellaneous 

Total Revenues 

See notes to financial stalcm ents 

10,000 

_  5 0,~ 9_00 

$~2fi.273 

15,166 

4,818 

$439.305 

5,166 
_ 3282) 

$L4~ 27 

12,077 

~~ ~ 59O 



Natchitoches Parish Assessor 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

General Fund 
Statement of Expenditures-Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 

Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 
W ith Com parative Actual Am ounts From Year Ended l)ecember 3 I, 1997 

EX PFNDITURES 
Current- 

Personal Services- 
Assessor's Salary 
Assessor's Expense 
Deputies Salaries 
Insurance 
Retirement 
Payroll Taxes 

998 

Budget Actual 

$ 69,550 
6,955 

169,200 
50,443 
12,696 

0 

$ 69,550 
6,955 

158,087 
48,113 
12,570 
1,206 

Variance- 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 0 
0 

11,113 
2,330 
126 

~L20~) 

1997 
Actual 
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$ 69,550 
6,955 

154,682 
52.163 
11,965 

__ L194 

Total Personal 
Services $3~ 844 $296 4,48!8 l $12_,363 $_296,5509 

Operating Services- 
Telepbone $ 2,500 
Equipment M aintenance/ 
Insurance 14,100 

Audit ~ 505 

$ 1,028 

7,655 

~  8,~ !53 

$ 1,472 

6,445 

~ 348) 

$ 1,209 

7,796 
2,505 

Total Operating 
Services $_ 19,105 $ I 1,536 $ 7=569 $ 11_ ~55L0 

M aterials & Supplies- 
Office Expense $_ 27,500 $ 140,~ 1_11 $~ 489 $ 12,236 

Travel & Other Charges- 
Travel Expense 
Auto Expense 

$ 7,000 
_  8~000 

$ 6,641 
_j~5364 

$ 359 
22~2636 

$ 5,466 
5,870 

Total Travel & 
Other Charges $_ _15~ _000 $~ 005 $ 2,995 $ I 1,336 

Capital Outlay- 
Capital Fxpenditures 

See notes to financial statements 

$ 30,000 

$tO_(L432 

$_  2,235 $27~ 3765 

$~ .~1 

$~ 508 

$2fi.k092 



GEN ERAL FIXEI) ASSETS ACCOUNT GROUP 

1o accotml for fixed assets purchased by the Assessor's office and used in tile General Fund operations 



GILNERAL FIXFI) ASSETS 
Land & Buildings 
I';quipnlent- 
Vehicles 
O ther 

Nalehitoches Parish Assessor 
N atchitoches. Louisiana 

General Fixed A ssets Account Group 
Statement of General Fixed Assets 
Decem ber 31, 1998 and 1997 

Total General Fixed A ssets 

nvcstm ent in General Fixed Assets 

See holes to financial statements 

Decenlber 3 
1998 

$ 0 

29,334 
270,893 

$L~ 72_7. 
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Decem ber 31 
1997 

$ 0 

29,334 
268,658 

$222,992 

$29~ 22Y $29Z%~2 



GI;NI';RAL FIXED ASSET.S 
Land & Buildings 
Equipm ent- 

Vdhicles 
Other 

Total General 
Fixed A ssets 

N atchitoches Parish Assessor 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

General Fixed A ssets Account Group 
Statement of Changes in General Fixed Assets 

Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

Balance 

12-31-97 

$ 0 

29,334 
268,658 

Additions 

$ 0 

0 
2,235 

Deletions 

0 
0 

Balance 
12-31-98 

$ 0 

29,334 
270~893 

$9. $ag_Q.222 

nvestlnezlt it! General 
Fixed Assets $297.9_.9_2 $2.235 $~ $ 3._0_0~ 22 

See holes 1o financial slalem ents 
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INTEP, NAL CON TROL AN D COM PLIANCE 
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(,y/~.) J'5~-36"J2 

,~  ~/,e).a,:.e-~:4:" 

REPORT ON COM PIAAN CE AND ON INTERNAL 
CON TROl. OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN A UDIT 

OF THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
PERFORM ED IN ACCORDAN CE W ITH GO VERNM ENT A UD1T1NG STANDARDS 

D. Rick ltargis 
Natchitoches Parish Assessol 
P. O . Box 201 
Natchiloches. LA 71457 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Natchitoches Parish Assessor, a 
component unit of the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended Dccem ber 31, 1998. 
W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards arid the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller 
General of the United States. 

Com pliance 

As pail of obtaining reasonable assurance abont whether the Natchitoches Parish Assessor's general 
purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its conlpliancc with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, nonconlpliancc with which could have a 
direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an 

opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do 
not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance thai arc 
required to be reported nnder Government Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Rellortin~ 

In planning and pcrfornfing our audit, we considered the Natchitoches Parish Assessor's internal control 
over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting, ltowevcr, we noted certain m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting and 
its operalions that we consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve m atters 
com ing to out attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of lhe inlernal 

control over financial rcpol'ting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Natchilochcs Parish 
Assessor's ability to record, process, summ arize, and report fina1~cial data consistent w ith the assertions 
of managen/ent in the financial statements. Reportable conditions are described in the accompanying 
schedule of findings and questioned costs as item B-1. 
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A material weakness is a condition of which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control 
com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in amounts that would be 
material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a 
timely period by employees in the normal course of perform ing their assigned functions. Our 
consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in 
lhc intcrnal conlrol that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose 
all reportable conditions that are also considered to be m aterial weaknesses, ltowever, of the reportable 
conditions described above, we consider B-1 to be a material weakness. 

3"his report is intended for the information of the managem ent of the Natchitoches Parish Assessor, lhe 
Legislative Auditor, and interested state and federal agencies. However, this report is a m atter of public 
record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

O._gfinson, Thomas & Cunningham, CPA's u 

June 21, 1999 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 



 

Natchitoches Parish A ssessor 
Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 

December 31, 1998 

A . SUM M ARY OF A UDIT RESULTS 
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~ The auditors' report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general-purpose financial 
statements of the Natchitoches Parish Assessor. 

B. FIN DINGS - FIN ANCIAL STATEM ENT AUDIT 

1. SEGREGATION OF DUTIES 

Due to the size of the Natchitoches Parish Assessor's adm inistrative and accounting staff, there is an 
insufficient segregation of duties to have an effective internal control. 

Since the cost of an internal control system should not outweigh the benefits derived from it, we can 
only recom m end that the Assessor's office consider and analyze the cost verses thc benefits 
associated with hiring additional adm inistrative/accounting personnel. 

M anagem ent of the Assessor's office concurs with the finding. Due to the budget and staff 
lim itations, no action will be taken at this tim e. 


