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DON M . M cGEHEE 
(A Professional Accounting Corporation) 

P.O. Box 1344 
806 North Trenton 

Ruston. Louisiana 71273-1344 

ACCOUNTANT'S COM PILATION REPO RT 

Honorable M ichael Hilton 
Ruston City M arshal's Office 
P.O. Box 1582 
Ruston. LA 71270 

I have com piled the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the Ruston 
City M arshal's Office, a component unit of the City of Ruston, as of and for the year 
ended Septem ber 30, 1998, as listed in the table of contents, in accordance with 
Statem ents on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by the Am erican 

Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial statements information that 
is the representation of m anagement. I have not audited or reviewed the 
accom panying financial statem ents and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any 

other form of assurance on them . 

Don M 
Certified Public Accountant 
Novem ber 17. 1998 

(318) 255-9544 / FAX (318) 255-9634 



G ENERA L PURPO SE FINANC IA L STA TEM ENTS 

(COMBINED STATEMENTS--OVERVIEW ) 



R USTO N CITY M ARSHAL'S O FFICE 

COM BINED BALANCE SHEET--ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCO UNT G RO UP 
SEPTEM BER 30. 1998 

ASSETS 

Cash 
Certificates of Deposit 
Equipm ent 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITII-S AND EQUITY 
LIABILITII-S: 

Accrued Liabilities 
Bonds Held for Future 

Disposition 
Undisbursed Fines and 

Court Costs 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

FUND EQ UITY: 
Investrnent in G eneral 

Fixed Assets 
Fund Balance--Unreserved 

and 
Undesignated 

TOTAL FUND EQUITY 

G overnm ental Fiduciary Account 
Fund Type Fund Type Group 

G eneral 
G eneral .A ,qency Fixed Assets 

$ 49,194 
30,262 

0 

$ 7._z9~9 456 

$12,175 
0 
0 

$1~2 ~175 

$ 0 
0 

__  
87,4_72 

$~~ _87 4~Z72 

225 $ 0 $ 

0 5.750 

Totals 

(Memoran- 
dum Only) 

$ 61,369 
30,262 
87,47 _2 

$279 103 

o $ 

0 

225 

5.750 

0 6,425 0 ~ 425 

225 _  12 1~ 75 0 ~ 400 

0 0 87,472 87,472 

79,231 

79 2~ 31 

0 0 _  79,231 

__ _ 
87,4_ 72 _!166,703 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND 
FUND EQUITY $ 79,456 $12 175 $ _ 

87 4=.4Z272 $179,103 

See accountant's com pilation report. 
See accompanying notes to financial statements 

(3) 



R USTO N CITY M A RSHA L'S O FFICE 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES 
IN FUND BALANCE--G OVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE 
FO R THE YEAR ENDED SEPTEM BER 30, 1998 

W ITH COM PARATIVE AM O UNTS 
FO R THE YEAR ENDED SEPTEM BER 30, 1997 

REVENUES 
Bonding Fees 
Com m issions on Court Costs 
Driving Course Fees 
Hom e Incarceration Fees 
Interest Incom e 
On-Behalf Revenue 
O ther Fees 

TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES 
Capital Outlay--Equipm ent 
Accounting Fees 
Auto Expense-Deputies 
Auto Expense-M arshal 
Dues & Subscriptions 
Equipm en{ Repair and M aintenance 
Insurance 
Law Enforcement Supplies 
M iscellaneous 
M otorcycle Training 
Office Supplies 
O n-Behalf Expenses 
Payroll 1-axes 
Rent 
Retirem ent 
Salaries 
Schoo~ Sem inars and Trave 
Telephone & Utilities 
Truck Expense 
Uniform s 

TOTAL [-XPENDITURES 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE--BEGINNING 

FUND BALANCE--ENDING 

See accountant's com pilation report. 
See accom panying notes to financial statem ents 
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1998 1997 

$ 9,215 
50,906 
10,171 
12,394 
4,580 

127,084 
972 

2 1~ 5 322 

20,229 
2,300 
3,104 
2,618 
498 
868 
300 

2,008 
416 
140 

5,140 
127,084 

651 
360 
538 

34,942 
2,577 
6,333 
935 

1,450 -

212~4491 

2,831 

76~400 

$ 79 231 

10,444 
60,279 
5,300 
19,635 
3,929 
98,603 

__ _67~ 
198 862 

3,935 
2,600 
4,584 
2,730 
323 

1,996 
250 

1,112 
79 
847 

7,307 
98,603 

374 
360 

0 
28,885 
6,442 
5,559 
549 

1,006_0 
167~5595 

31,267 

45,133 

$ 76 400 



R U STO N CITY M ARSHAL'S O FFIC E 

STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANG ES IN FUND BALANCES-- 

BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL--GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE 
GENERAL FUND 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED SEPTEM BER 30, 1998 

REVENUES 
Bonding Fees 
Com m issions on Court Costs 
Driving Course Fees 
Hom e Incarceration Fees 
Interest Incou-ne 
O n-Behalf Paym ents 
O ther Fees 

TO TAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES 
Capital O utlay--Equipm ent 
Accounting Fees 
Auto Expense-Deputies 
Auto Expense-M arshal 
Dues & Subscriptions 
Equipm ent Repair and M aintenance 
Insurance 
Law Enforcement Supplies 
M iscellaneous 
M otorcycle, "lrainin9 
Office Suppties 
On-Behalf Expenses 
Payroll Taxes 
Rent 
Retirem ent 
Salaries 
Schools, Sem inars and Travel 
Telephone & Utilities 
Truck Expense 
Uniform s 

TOTAL EXPFNDITURES 

EXCESS O F REVENUES OVER 
EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE--BEG INNING 

FUND BALANCE--ENDING 

Bud,qet Actual 

$ 8,954 
48,339 
9,556 
12,331 
4,433 

139,334 
882 

223,829 

20,900 
2,200 
2,636 
2,461 
562 
884 
360 

2,253 
499 
168 

5,500 
139,334 

69O 
396 
55O 

45,563 
2,742 
6,380 
935 

_ _  1,740 

236J 53 

(12,924) 

_ _50,434 

$_ 37,510 

See accountant's com pilation report. 
See accom panying notes to financial statem ents 
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$ 9,215 
50,906 
10,171 
12,394 
4,580 

127,084 
972 

215,_322 

20,229 
2,300 
3,104 
2,618 
498 
868 
3OO 

2,008 
416 
140 

5,140 
127,084 

651 
360 
538 

34,942 
2,577 
6,333 
935 

1!~ _45g 
212,491 

2,831 

76,400 

$ 79.~ 231 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 261 
2,567 
615 
63 
147 

(12,250) 
9O 

8(&&OTj 

671 

(100) 
(468) 
(157) 
64 
16 
60 
245 
83 
28 
360 

12,250 
39 
36 
12 

10,621 
165 
47 
0 

290 

2~ 2 

15,755 

25 966 



RUSTO N C ITY M ARSHAL'S O FFICE 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
SEPTEM BER 30. 1998 

The Ruston City Marshal's Office was created by special legislative Act RS 13; 1952 (20). Its 
territorial jurisdiction extends throughout Lincoln Parish, Louisiana. 

In April of 1984, the Financial Accounting Foundation established the Governm ental Accounting 

Standards Board (GASB) to promulgate generally accepted accounting principles and reporting 
standards with respect to activities and transactions of state and local governm ental entities. In 
Novem ber of 1984, the GASB issued a codification of governmental accounting and financial 
reporting standards. This codification is recognized as generally accepted accounting principles for 
state and local governm ent. The accounting and reporting policies of the Ruston City M arshal's 
Office conform to these generally accepted accounting principles and the requirem ents of Louisiana 
Revised Statutes 24:517 and to the guides set forth in the Louisiana Governm ental Audit G uide and 
to the industry audit guide, Audits of State and Local Governm ent Units, published by the Am erican 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The following is a sum m ary of the m ore significant policies 

NOTE 1 - SUM MARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

A . Reporting Entity 

For financial reporting purposes, in conform ity w ith GASB Statem ent No. 14, the Ruston City 
M arshal's Office is a com ponent unit of the City of Ruston. For the purposes of this financial rep this 
com ponent unit serves as the nucleus for its ow n financial reporting entity and issues separate 
financial statem ents. 

B. Fund A ccounting 

The accounts of the Ruston City Marshal's Office are organized on the basis of funds, each of which 
is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for w ith a 
separate set of self-balancing accounts that com prise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenue and 
expenditures. Ruston City M arshal's Office revenues are accounted for in these individual funds 
based upon the purpose for which they are to be spent and the m eans by which spending activities 
are controlled. The varioL~s funds are grouped, in the financial statem ents presented in this report 
into two generic fund types and two broad fund categories as follows: 

Governmental Funds-- 
General Fund. The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Ruston City Marshal's Office. It 
is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another 
fund. 

Fiduciary Funds-- 
Agency Fund. The Agency Fund is used to account for assets held by the Ruston City M arshal's 
Office as an agent for individuals and private organizations. Agency Funds are custodial in nature 
(assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. At any given point 
in tim e, total Agency Fund assets are equally offset by related liabilities including amounts due to the 
parties for whom the assets are being held by the Ruston City M arshal's Office. Agency Funds have 
no fund equity. Agency Funds do not have GAA P operations or GAAP operating statem ents. 

See accountant's com pilation report 

(6) 



RUSTO N CITY M ARSHAL'S O FFICE 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
SEPTEM BER 30. 1998 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

General Fixed Assets Account Group-- 
The General Fixed Assets Account Group is used to account for fixed assets used in governmental 
fund type operations for control purposes. AI} fixed assets are valued at historical cost. No 
depreciation is recorded on general fixed assets. General fixed assets are recorded as expenditure 
in the governm ental fund type when purchased. 

C. Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to w hen revenues and expenditures are recognized and reported in the 
financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the m easurem ents m ade, regardless 
of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

The G eneral Fund uses the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the m odified accrual basis 
of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both 
measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined 
and "available" rneans collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to 
pay liabilities of the current period. A sixty day availability period is used for revenue recognition for 
all revenues. Interest revenues are susceptible to accrual. Com m issions and fees are not 
susceptible to accrual because generally they are not measurable until received in cash. 
Expenditures are recognized when the related fund liability is incurred. 

D. Budgetary Practices 

The Ruston City M arshal's Office prepared an operating budget on its general fund for the year 
ended Septem ber 30, 1998, as required by generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to 
governm ental units. The operating budget is monitored by m anagem ent and am ended throughout 
the year as necessary. The am ended budget for the G eneral Fund is presented in the Statem ent of 
Revenue, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance--Budget and Actual. No budgets are 
necessary on Agency Funds of the Ruston City M arshal's Office as these funds are of a custodial 
nature. 

Appropriations lapse at year-end and m ust be reappropriated for the follow ing year to be expended 

E;. Cash and Cash Equivalents 

(,ash and cash equivalents consist of cash on hand, interest bearing dem and deposits, and tim e 
deposits w ith original m aturities of three m onths or less from the date of acquisition. Under state 
law, the M arshal m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest bearing dem and deposits, m oney 
m arket accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national 
banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. Deposits are carried at cost w hich approxim ates 
m arket value. 

See accountant's com pilation report. 

(7) 



R USTO N C ITY M ARSHAL'S O FFIC E 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
SEPTEM BER 30. 1998 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

F. Vacation and Sick Leave 

Vacation and sick leave are noncum ulative. There are no accum ulated and vested benefits relating 
to vacation and sick leave that require accrual or disclosure at year end. 

G, Total Colum ns on the Com bined Statem ent 

The total columns on the combined statement is captioned Memorandum Only (overview) to indicate 
that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do no present 
financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data 
com parable to a consolidation. 

H. Com parative Data 

Com parative total data for the prior year has been presented in the accom panying financial 
statem ents in order to provide an understanding of changes in the financial position and operations 
Certain am ounts for 1997 have been reclassified to conform to the 1998 presentation. 

Use of Estim ates 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles 
requires m anagem ent to m ake estim ates and assum ptions that affect certain reported am ounts and 
disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estim ates. 

NOTE 2 - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Cash and cash equivalents consists of cash on hand, interest bearing dem and deposits and tim e 
deposits. At September 30, 1998, the carrying amount of deposits was $ 91,431 and there was 
$ 200 in a petty ('ash fund. The bank balance for the deposits was $148,072, The bank balance 
was covered by federal depository insurance. 

NOTE 3 - CHANG ES IN G ENERA L FIXED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets during 1998 is as follows: 

Balance Balance 

Equipm ent 

Totals 

See accountant's com pilation report 

10/01/97 

$75,307 

$ 75 3O7 

(8) 

Additions Deletions 

$ 20,229 

$ 2.~0,229 

$ 8,064 

$ 8,064 

09/30/98 

$ 8~7 472 

$~  



R USTO N CITY M A RSHA L'S O FFICE 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
SEPTEM BER 30. 1998 

NO TE 4- RETIREM ENT CO M M ITM ENTS 

Ruston City M arshal's Office em ployees are paid through the City of Ruston and are therefore 
covered under the City's retirem ent program . The City of Ruston participates in the M unicipal 
Em ployees' Retirem ent System of Louisiana. The M arshal's Office pays its em ployees supplem enta 
wages which are eligible for a voluntary Section 457 deferred com pensation plan with the Louisiana 
Public Em ployees' Deferred Com pensation Plan. 

NOTE 5 - O N-BE'HALF PAYM ENTS 

Em ployees of the Ruston City M arshal's Office received salaries and fringe benefits from the City of 
Ruston and the State of Louisiana. The following is a sum mary of these on-behalf payments: 

1998 1997 

Salaries 

Fringe Benefits 

Totals 

$101,270 

25~814 

$ 127 0~.~ 484 

$ 77,736 

2~0 867 

$ 98603 

Fringe benefits paid by the City of Ruston include pension plan contributions to the M unicipa 
Em ployees' Retirem ent System of Louisiana, 

NO TE 6 - FIDUCIARY FUND 

The Ruston City M arshal's Office collects cash bail bonds posted by citizens arrested for crim inal 
offenses or their bondsm an. These cash bail bonds are held until final disposition of the respective 
case invoLved or until such tim e as ordered forfeited by the court. W hen a final disposition of a case 
is m ade, the cash bail bond is returned to the citizen or bondsm an that posted the bond. In the case 
of a bond that has been ordered forfeited by the court, the cash bail is disbursed to the M arshal's 
Fine and Court Cost Fund for further disbursem ent as provided by law , The cash bond fund is used 
to account for the collection and ultimate disposition of these cash bail bonds. A sum m ary of 
changes in assets and liabilities are as follows for the year ended September 30, 1998: 

Cash Bond Fund 

ASSETS 

Cash 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 

Bonds Held for Future 
Disposition 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

See accountant's com pilation report. 

Balance 
10/01/97 

$ 2250 

$ 2250 

$ 2 250 

$ 2,250 

(9) 

Additions Deletions 

$ 12280_  

$ 12280 

$ 12 1,1~50 

$ 12,150 

$~ 780 

$ 8780 

$ 86~5050 

$ 8650 

Balance 
09/30/98 

$ 57,z~950 

$ 5750 

$ 5~E5_750 

$ 5,750 



R USTO N C ITY M ARSHA L'S O FFIC E 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
SEPTEM BER 30. 1998 

NOTE 6 - FIDUCIARY FUND (Continued) 

The Ruston City Marshal's Office collects fines and court costs received from violators of 
m isdem eanor charges and forfeited cash bail bonds. City fines are disbursed to the City of Ruston 
and state fines are disbursed to the Lincoln Parish Police Jury. Court costs are disbursed to various 
agencies including the M arshal's General Fund for crim inal court cost as provided by law. The fine 
and court cost fund is used to account for the collection and disbursem ent of these am ounts. A 
summ ary of changes in assets and liabilities are as follows for the year ended September 30, 1998: 

Fines and Court Costs Fund 

ASSETS 

Cash 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 

Undisbursed Fines and Court 
Costs 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

Balance 
10/O 1/97 

$_~ (Z~ ) 

$~ ) 

$ (23_8) 

$~ ) 

Balance 
Additions Deletions 09/30/98 

$~ Olt 

$41o011 

$4_o8j 00 

$408 700 

$409~ 773 

$40.{~9 773 

$40~ 462 

$408 462 

$. 0 

$ 0 

$. 0 

$ 0 

The Ruston City M arshal's Office collects court ordered wage garnishments, receives proceeds from 

Marshal's sales (of court ordered seized property) and of sequestrations (of court ordered seized 
property). Receipts, after paying the costs associated with the garnishment, sale, or sequestration, 
are disbursed to the plaintiff or the plaintiff's attorney as provided by law. The civil fund is used to 
account for the, collection and disbursem ent of these am ounts. A sum m ary of changes in assets and 
liabilities are as follows for the year ended September 30, 1998: 

Civil Fund 

ASSETS 

Cash 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 

Undisbursed Garnishm ents 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

See accountant's com pilation report. 

Balance 
10/01/97 

$ 297 

$ 297 

$. 297 

$ 297 

Additions 

$372~207 

$37~2 207 

$371 34_9 

$371 349 

(10) 

Balance 
D eletions 09130198 

$~ 079 

$366 079 

$365=221 

$~ 221 

$ 6 425 

$ 6 425 

$~ 25 

$ 6 425 



RUSTO N CITY M ARSHA L'S O FFIC E 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
SEPTEM BER 30. 1998 

NO TE 7 - YEAR 2000 ISSUE 

The Ruston City M arshal's Office is aware of the Year 2000 issue and that it could affect the 
operations of the com puters used in the office. There has been no form alized plan or budget 
adopted to deal with the year 2000 issue at this time. 

See accountant's com pilation report 



AG REED-UPO N PRO C EDUR ES 



 

DON M . M cGEHEE 
(A Professional Accounting Corporation) 

P.O. Box 1344 
806 North Trenton 

Ruston, Louisiana 71273-1344 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT'S REPO RT 
ON APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

Honorable F. M ichael Hilton 
Ruston City M arshal's Office 
P.O . Box 1582 
Ruston. Louisiana 71273 

I have perform ed the procedures included in the Louisiana Governm ental Audit G uide 
and enum erated below, which were agreed to by the management of the Ruston City 
M arshal's Office and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the 
users in evaluating m anagement's assertions about the Ruston City M arshal's 
com pliance w ith certain laws and regulations during the year ended 
Septem ber 30, 1998 included in the accompanying LOuisiana Attestation Questionaire 
This agreed-upon procedures engagement was performed in accordance with 
standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The 
sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified users of the 
report. Consequently, I m ake no representation regarding the sufficiency of the 
procedures described below either for the purpose for w hich this report has been 

requested or for any other purpose. 

Public Bid Law 

1. Select all expenditures m ade during the year for material and supplies exceeding 
$15,000, and determine whether such purchases were made in accordance with 
LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

There was one expenditure made during the year for equipment exceeding 
$15,000, which was purchased in compliance with the public bid law. 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees 

2. O btain from m anagem ent a list of the im m ediate fam ily m em bers of the Ruston City 

Marshal as defined by LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of 
outside business interests of the Rusten City Marshal, as well as his im mediate 
fam ily. 

M anagem ent provided m e with the required list including the noted inform ation 

3. O btain from m anagem ent a listing of all em ployees paid during the period under 
exam ination. 

M anagem ent provided m e with the required list 

318) 255-9544 / FAX (318) 255-9634 



PAG E TW O 

4. Determ ine whether any of those em ployees included in the listing obtained from 
management in agreed-upon procedure (3) were also included on the listing 
obtained from management in agreed-upon procedure (2) as immediate family 
m em bers. 

None of the em ployees included on the list of em ployees provided by 

management [agreed-upon procedure (3)] appeared on the list provided by 
management in agreed-upon procedure (2). 

Bud.qeting 

5. Obtain a copy of the legally adopted budget and all am endm ents 

M anagem ent provided m e w ith a copy of the original budget and the budget and 
the budget am endm ents made during the year. 

6. Trace the budget adoption and am endm ents to the m inute book 

The Ruston City M arshal is an independently elected official and does not hold 
m eetings or m aintain a m inute book. 

7. Com pare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures to determ ine if actual revenues and expenditures exceed budget by 
m ore than 5%  

I com pared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues 
and expenditures. Actual revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year did not 
exceed budgeted am ounts by more than 5%  

Accountina and ReDortina 

8. Random ly select six disbursem ents m ade during the period under exam ination and 

(a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper amount and payee 

I exam ined supporting docum entation for all six disbursem ents and found that 
paym ent was for the proper amount and m ade to the correct payee. 

(b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and genera 
ledger account; and 

All six paym ents were coded to the correct fund and general ledger account. 

(c) delermine whether payments received approval from proper authorities 

nspection of docum entation supporting each of the six selected disbursem ents 
ndicated approval from the m arshal. 

(14) 
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M eetin.q_
s 

9. Exam ine evidence indicating that agendas for m eetings recorded in the m inute book 
were posted or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 - 12 (the open meetings 
law). 

Debt 

The Ruston City M arshal is an independently elected official and does not hold 
m eetings. 

10. Exam ine bank deposits for the period under exam ination and determ ine whether 
any such deposits appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like 
indebtedness. 

I inspected copies of bank deposit slips for the period under exam ination and 
noted no deposits w hich appeared to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like 
ind~.btedness. 

Advances and Bonuses 

11. Exam ine payroll records for the year to determ ine whether any paym ents have 
been rnade to em ployees w hich m ay constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

I inspected payroll records for the year and noted no instances w hich would 
indicate paym ents to em ployees which would constitute bonuses, advances, and 
gifts. 

I was not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which 
would be the expression of an opinion on m anagem ent's assertions. Accordingly, I do 
not expres,~ such an opinion. Had I perform ed additional procedures, other m atters 
m ight have com e to m y attention that would have been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent of the Ruston City M arshal's 
Office and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those 
who have riot agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of 
the procedures for their purposes. However, this report is a matter of public record 
and its distribution is not lim ited. 

D 
C 
Novem ber 17. 1998 
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LOUISIANA ATTESTATION (~UESTI ONNAIRE 
(For Attes ',~ on Engagements of Govern ment) 

11/17/98 ~me Tmrmm~  

Ruston City Marshal's Office 
O . Box 

Ruston , LA 71273-1582 
(Auditors) 

tn connec:ion wtLh your compilation of our finandal st.aternents as of [date] and for the year then ended, 
and as required by LouLs~ana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Govem rnentaiAu(tit Guide, we 
make the following representations to you. W e aco e~ full responsibility for our compliance with the 
following laws and regulation and the internal controls over ~ m ptiance ~  such laws and regulations. 
W e have evaluated  our co m pliance with the followlng laws and regulations pdor to making th ese 
re pre sentations. . 

These re~=resentations are based on the information available to us as of (date of 

Public Bid Law 

It is true that we have com plied with the public bid law, LSAoR$ T'Me 38L~.12, and, where app[ico bte, the 
regulatior,~ of the Div~ on of Adminis~ tion, State Pum.ha..~ng Offi ce.. 

Yes Ix] No [. 1 

Code of Ei:hic.s for Public Officials and Public Em ployees 

It is true that no ernpioyee~ or otficiaLs have acceded  anythil;g of value, whether in the form of a service 
loan, or pm m Ls~, from anyone th at wouk:l co nsC/tute a viomtJon of LSA-R$ 42:1101-1124. 

Yes (xI No[ ] 

It is truethat no mem ber of th e immediate family of any member of th e governing au'~orfty, or the c.'~ief 
exe~'o~tive of the govern m ental entity, has been employed by the governmental entity after April 1, 1980, 
und er c~n~umstances th at would co nstitute a violation of L~ ,-R$ ~,2:q 119. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 

Budgeting 

W e have complied  with the state budgeting requirements of the Locat Government Budget AcC (LSA-R,5 
39:130%14) orthe budge~ requirements of LSAoRS 3S:34. 

Yes [X] No[ ] 

(1 6) 



Accounting and Repotting 

hJI non.~;xempt governmental records are available as a public re cord and have been retained for at least 
thro e yeans, as n~quit~ l by LSA-RS 44:1, 4.4:7, 4.~.:31, and 44:36. 

Yes[x] No[ ) 

W e haw.= filed our annual financial statem ents in accordance wRh LSAoRS 24:514, 33:463, and/or 39:92, 
as applic~aDle. 

Yes IX] No [ ] 

W e have had our financial statem ents audited or com piled  in accordance  with LSA-RS 24:513. 
Yes IX ] No [ ] 

M eetings 

W e have compiled with the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, provided in RS 42:1 through 42:12. 
YesIx~ No[ 1 

Debt 

It is true we have not incurred any indebted ness, other than credit for 90 days or less to m ake purc~asas  in 
the ordinary coum~e of adm inistration, nor have we entered im o any lease-purchase agreem ents, without 
th e approval of th e State Bond Com m ission, as  pro vided  by .~ lJ~e VII, Section 8 of the 1974 LouL~ana 
ConStitution, A,"tic~e VI, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Cons~itution, and LSA-RS 39:1410.60-1410.65. 

Yes[X] No[ ] 

Advances and Bonuses 

it is true we have not advanced wages or saiades to em ployees or paid bonuses in violation of A,'tic~e Vll, 
Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-R$ 14:138, and AG opinion 79-729. 

Yes['<] No[ ] 

W e have clLscJosed to you all known noncom pliance of the foregoing laws and regulations , as well as  any 
coot ~ dictions to th e foregoing re presentations . W e have m ade available to you docu m entation re lating to 
the foregoing laws  and regulations . 

W e have provided  you with any communications fro m regulatory agencies  or other sources concern ing any 
possible noncom pliance  with the foregoing taws  and regulations, including any co m m unications received  
between the end of the period unaer examination and the issuance  of this report. W e ac~ owledge our 
respons ibility to clisc~ose to you any k~otvry.ffoncOm pliance which m ay occur subsequent to the issuanc.~ of 

F. Mi~:hael Hilto/, Rffston City Marshal 
Se'~'etary November 17~ 1998 Dat e 

Tl*~asuFer 

President 
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