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K EIT H 0 . ROV IRA  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

333 I M ETAIRIE ROAD 

METAIRIE, LOUISIANA 700O 1-5297 

IND EPENDENT AUD ITOR " $ REPORT 

Honorable John M . Crum , Jr . 
District Attorney of the Fortieth Judicial District 

A Component Unit of the St . John the Baptist Parish Council 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

I have audited the accompanying general purpose financial 
statements of the District Attorney of the Fortieth Judicial 
District as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, as listed 
in the table of contents . These general purpose financial 
statements are the responsibility of the management of the District 
Attorney of the Fortieth Judicial District . My responsibility is 
to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements 
based on my audit . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditi 
standards contained in the Government Auditing Standards issued 
the Comptroller General of the United States . Those standards 
require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 

ng 
by 

assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements 
are free of material misstatement . An audit includes examining , on 
a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in 
the general purpose financial statements . An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant: estimates 
made by m anagement , as w ell as evaluating the overall general 
purpose financial statement presentation . I believe that my audit 
provides a reasonable basis for my opinion . 

In my opinion , the general purpose financial statements referred to 
above present fairly , in all material respects, the financial 
position of the District Attorney of the Fortieth Judicial District 
as of Decemb er 3], 1998, and the results of operations for the year 
then ended , in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles . 

My audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on 
the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole . The 
combining and individual fund financial statements, as listed in 
the table of contents , are presented for purposes of additional 
analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose 
financial statements of the District Attorney of the Fortieth 



Judicial District. This information has been subjected to the 
auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose 
financial statements and , in my opinion , is fairly presented in all 
material respects in relation to the general purpose financial 
statem ents taken as a whole . 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also 
issued a report dated May 13, 1999, on my consideration of the 
District Attorney of the Fortieth Judicial District's compliance 
and internal control over financial reporting based on an audit of 
financial statements performed in accordance w ith Government 
Auditinq Standards . This report is presented separately after the 
notes to the financial statements of this audit report . 

Keith J . Rov ira 
Certified Public Accountant 

May 13 , 1999 
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D ISTRICT ATTORNEy OF ~ E FORTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Combined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Groups 
Decemb er 31 , 1998 

A SSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
(Note B) 

Revenues receivable : 
Intergovernmental - com - 
missions on fines, etc . 

Other receivables 
Due from IV-D fund (Note I) 
Office furnishings and 
equipment (Note C) 

TOTAL A SSETS 

Liabilities : 
Salaries, related benefits 
and payroll taxes payable 

Accounts payable 
Due to General Fund (Note I) 

Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity : 
Investment in 
fixed assets 

Fund balance : 
Reserved 
Unreserved - 

general 

undesignated 

Total Fund Balance 

Total Fund Equity 

Governmental 
Fund TyPes 

General 
Fund 

Special 
RevQnue 

$79,342 $62,813 

11 ,256 

12 ,857 

18 ,633 
16 ,629 

$I0_Q3~3 455 $98,075 

$25,036 
$25,740 
!L2 587 

2_ ]~ 036 3_8~8 327 

~ 419 

7~8 419 

7_ ~8 419 

18 ,063 
4_ L~ 685 

59 ,748 

5~99 748 

A ccount 
Gr_ r~m ~ 

General 
Fixed 
A ssets 

Totals 
(Memorandum 

Onlzl 

$142,155 

29 , 
16 , 
12 , 

889 
629 
857 

$198 122 198 122 

$25,036 
25 ,740 

~ 587 

63 ,363 

$198~122 19~ 122 

18 ,063 
120 104 

13_ ~88 167 

19_ _9~8 122 ~ 289 

TOTA L L IA B IL ITIES AND 

FUND EQUITY $IOQ~3 455 $98,075 $~ 122 $39
_ 9~9 652 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

D IS~ ICT AT ID RNEY OF T HE FORTIETH JUD IC IAL D ISTRICT 
St. John the Baptist Parish, Louisiana 

Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balances - All Governmental Fund Types 

For the Year Ended Decemb er 31 , 1998 

Rev enu e s 
Commissions on fines & forfeitures 
Collection fees on worthless checks 
Collection of forfeitures 
Intergovernmental revenues : 
Grant - Louisiana Department 
of Social Services 

St . John Parish Crim inal Court Fund 
St . John Parish General Fund 
Victim 's A ssistance Coordinator Fund 
St . John Parish School Board 
Pre-Trial D iversion Program 

Reimbursements 
Interest earnings 
O ther 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures 
Salaries, related benefits and 
pay roll taxes 

Continuing education and travel 
Office supplies and maintenance 
In su ran ce 
Professional dues and services 
Capital outlay 
Rent, utilities and telephone 
Paym ents of forfeitures 
Other 

Total Expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
over Expenditures 

Fund Balance at Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at End of Year 

Governm ental 
Fund Ty pes 

G eneral 
Fund 

$244,263 

63 , 
99 , 
24 , 

674 
758 
568 

Special 
Revenue 

$20, 
76 , 

370 
5'76 

187 ,1!50 

10i , 
27 , 

994 
431 

89 ,914 
8 ,006 

20 ,687 8 L131 

Totals 
(Memorandum 

Only) 

$244,263 
20,370 
76,576 

187 ,150 
63 ,674 
99 ,758 
24 ,568 

101 ,994 
27 ,43I 
89 ,914 
8 ,006 

28 ,818 

550 ,870 421 ,652 972 ,522 

1,06__2 

258 , 
3 , 
5 , 

200 
765 
469 

300 
9 ,884 

68,729 
8 ,061 

703 ,830 
37 ,281 
14 ,867 
39 ,790 
13 ,445 
9 ,128 

61 ,168 
68 ,729 
9 ,123 

602,952 354.404 957,361 

(52, 087) 

130 ,506 

67,248 

_C~ O O) 

$78,419 $59~7_748 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

~ 161 

123 ,006 

$13~8 167 



 

D ISTR ICT ATTORNEY OF THE FORTIETH JUD ICIA L D ISTRICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Comb ined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balances - All Governmental Fund Types - 

Budget (Cash Basis) and Actual - 
For the Year Ended Decemb er 31 , 1998 

RevenueH 
Commissions o11 fines & forfeitures 
Intergovernmental revenues 
Interest earnings 
Reimbursements 
Other 

Total Revenues 

~xpenditureH 
Salaries, related benefits and 
payroll taxes 

Continuing education and travel 
Office supplies and maintenance 
In su ran ce 
Professional dues and serv ices 
Capital outlay 
Rent, utilities and telephone 
Other 

Total Expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of 
Revenues over Expenditures 

Fund Balance at Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at End of Year 

General Fund 

Budget 

$252,840 
234 ,280 

480 
62 ,400 

Variance 
Favorable 

Actual /Unfavorable 

$250,853 
208 ,000 

1 ,769 
89 ,923 

687 

$(i,987) 
(26,280) 

1 ,289 
27 ,523 

687 

550 000 551,232 1,232 

405 ,067 
38,280 
13,800 
47 ,200 
7 ,320 

10 ,848 
36,996 
3 ,000 

397 ,680 
33 ,520 
9 ,398 

39 ,790 
13 ,445 
8 ,828 

51,294 
1~ _064_ 

7 ,387 
4 ,760 
4 ,402 
7 ,410 
(6, 125) 
2 ,020 

(14,298) 
1 ,936 

562 511 555 ,019 7 ,492 

(12,511) 

76 x892 

$64_i~381 

(3,787) 

~ 892 

$73,105 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

8 ,724 

$8~ !24 



1 Totals (Memorandum Onlv 
Variance 
Favorable 

Budqet Actual /Unfavorable) Budqet 

$97,000 
298 ,000 

i0 ,000 

4 05 ,000 

314 , 
3 , 
5 , 

372 
960 
400 

10 ,320 
79 ,948 

$101,386 
305 ,899 

8~131 

415 ,4 16 

303 ,422 
3 ,761 
5 ,770 

9 ,884 
81~229 

$4, 
7 , 

386 
899 

.(1,869) 

19~0 416 

10 ,950 
199 
(370) 

436 
(1,281) 

$349,840 
532 ,280 

480 
62 ,400 
i0 ,000 

Variance 
Favorable 

Actual /Unfavorable) 

$352,239 
513 ,899 

1 ,769 
89 ,923 
8 ,818 

955 ,000 966 ,64 8 11 ,648 

719 ,439 
42 ,240 
19 ,200 
4 7 ,200 
7 ,320 

10 ,848 
47,316 
82 ,948 

701 ,102 
37 ,281 
15 ,168 
39 ,790 
13 ,445 
8 ,828 

61 ,178 
82 ,293 

18 ,337 
4 ,959 
4 ,032 
7 ,410 
(6,125) 
2 ,020 

(13,862) 
_  (655) 

414 ,000 404 ., 066 ~ 934 976,511 959,085 17,426 

(9,000) 11,350 20,350 (21,511) 

42 ,352 42 ,352 119 ,244 

7 ,563 

119 ,244 

29 ,074 

$126,807 $29,074 
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D ISTRI(~  A~'I~)RNEY OF T HE FORTIETH JUD ICIAL DISTRICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1998 

INTRODUCTION 

As provided by Article V , Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution 
of 1974 , the district attorney has charge of every criminal 
prosecution by the state in his district, is the representative of 
the state before the grand jury in his district, and is the legal 
advisor to the grand jury. He performs other duties as provided by 
law . The district attorney is elected by the qualified electors of 
the judicial district for a term of six years. The fortieth 
judicial district encompasses the parish of St. John the Baptist, 
Louisiana . 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGN IFICANT ACCOUNT ING POLICIES 

i . Basis of! Presentation 
The accompanying general purpose financial statements of 
the District Attorney of the Fortieth Judicial District 
have been prepared in conform ity with generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental 
units . The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 
is the accep ted standard -setting body for establishing 
governmental accounting and financial reporting 
principles . 

2 . ReDortinQ Entitv 
As the governing authority of the parish , for reporting 
purposes, the St . John the Baptist Parish Council is the 
financial reporting entity for St . John the Baptist 
Parish . The financial reporting entity consists of 
(a) the primary government (St. John the Baptist Parish 
Council), (b) organizations for which the primary 
government is financially accountable, and (c) other 
organizations for which nature and significance of their 
relationship with the primary government are such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity 's financial 
statements to be misleading or incomplete . 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No . 14 
established criteria for determ ining which component units 
should be considered part of the St . John the Baptist 
Parish Council for financial reporting purposes . The 
basic criterion for including a potential component unit 
within the reporting entity is financial accountability . 

The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in 



D ISTR ICT A~ D P/~E ~ OF T HE FORTI~TH JUD ICIA L D ISTR ICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1998 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

determining financial accountability . This criteria 
includes : 

I 

2 

3 

Appointing a voting majority of an 
organization 's governing body , and 

a 

b 

the ability of the 
impose its will on 
and/or 

parish council to 
that organization 

the potential for the organization to 
provide specific financial benefits 
to, or impose specific financial 
burdens on , the parish council . 

Organizations for which the parish council 
does not appoint a voting majority, but are 
fiscally dependent on the parish council . 

Organizations for which the reporting entity 's 
financial statements would be m isleading if 
data of the organization is not included 
because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship . 

Even though the district attorney is an independently 
elected official, and is legally separate from the parish 
council, the exclusion from the parish council's 
financial statements would cause the parish council's 
financial statements to be m isleading or inco~ ~lete . 
Also, the district attorney is fiscally dependent on the 
parish council because the parish council transfers to the 
district attorney 12 per cent of the fines collected and 
bonds forfeited , which represents statutorily mandated 
financial support . The substance of the relationship 
between the district attorney and the parish council is 
that the parish council has approval authority over the 
district attorney 's capital budget . Because of these 
reasons, the district attorney is determ ined to be a 
component unit of the St . John the Baptist Parish Council . 

3 . Fund Accountin~ 
The district attorney uses funds and account groups to 
report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations . Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate 
legal compliance and to aid financial management by 



DISTRIf~  AT I~ RNE~ OF T HE FORTIETH JUDICIAL D I$TRICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1998 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

10 

segregating transactions relating to certain government 
functions and activities . 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self- 
balancing set of accounts . On the other hand , an account 
group is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are 
not recorded in the funds because they do not directly 
affect net expendable available financial resources . 

Funds of the district attorney are classified as 
governmental funds . Governmental funds accoun t for 
the district attorney 's general activities, including the 
collection and disbursement of Specific or legal].y 
restricted monies and the acquisition of general fixed 
assets . The governmental funds of the district attorney 
are the General Fund and the Special Revenue Funds, and 
are described as follows : 

a . General Fund 
The General Fund is used to account for all financial 
resources except those accounted for in the Special 
Revenue Funds . The General Fund was established in 
compliance with Louisiana Revised Statute ~5 :571 .iI, 
which provides that 32 per eent of the fines collected 
and bonds forfeited be transm itted to the district 
attorney to defray the necessary expenses of his 
office . 

b . Special Revenue Funds 
The following Special Revenue Funds are used to 
account for the collection and disbursement: of 
earmarked monies : 

Title IV -D Fund -- 
7~ e Title IV-D Fund was established in July 1985 and 
consists of incentive payments and reimbursement 
grants from the Louisiana Department of Social 
Services, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, to establish 
family and child support programs compatible 
with Title IV-D of the social security act . The 
purpose of the fund is to enforce the support 
obligation owed by absent parents to their families 
and children , to locate absent parents, to establish 
paternity , and to obtain family and child support . 



D ISTRI{~  AT~g RNE Y OF T  HE FORT IE~"H JUD ICI]IL D ISTR ICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Lou isiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1998 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

ii 

Worthless Check Collection Fee Fund -- 
The Worthless Check Collection Fee Fund consists of 
fees collected in accordance with Louisiana Revised 
Statute 16 :15 , which provides for a specific fee 
whenever the district attorney 's office collects and 
processes a worthless check . Expenditures from this 
fund are at the sole discretion of the district 
attorney and may be used to defray the salaries and 
expenses of the office of the district attorney , but 
may not be used to supplement the salary of the 
district attorney . 

School Board A ccount Fund -- 
The School Board account was established to account 
for the receipt and disbursement of funds for the 
performance of legal services for the St . John the 
Baptist Parish School Board . 

Special Pay Fund -- 
The Special Pay Fund was established to account 
for the receipt and disbursement of funds for the 
performance of special services provided to 
third parties . In 1997, the district attorney 
used the Special Pay fund to account for the 
activities of the Pre-Trial Diversion Program . This 
program 's revenue comes from a fee paid by 
first-time offenders to the district attorney . 

Forfeiture Account Fund -- 
The Louisiana State Legislature passed the Bail Bond 
Reform Act of 1993 . This act established that bond 
forfeiture proceeds are to be collected by the 
St . John the Baptist Sheriff and disbursed by the 
District Attorney with amounts allocated by 
percentages predeterm ined by the Act . Also , the 
monies and assets seized during the course of a 
criminal arrest shall_ be held in this fund until 
authorized by the court to distribute the monies as 
required by law . 



D ISTR I(~  A ~']~ RN-EY O F ~rIE FORT IETH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1998 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
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4 . Fixed Assets 
Fixed assets purchased by the governmental funds are 
accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group . 
Fixed assets are stated at historical cost or estimated 
fair market value . The estimates were arrived at using 
comparable prices of similar items purchased during that 
time period . Estimates make up an immaterial amount of 
total fixed assets . Purchases of general fixed assets are 
recorded as expenditures at the time of purchase . 
Depreciation is not computed on fixed assets since this is 
only a memorandum account to provide in one record the 
organization 's fixed assets . 

The district attorney only owns fixed assets he purchases 
out of the funds of the district attorney 's office . All 
other fixed assets, which are purchased from the funds of 
the St . John the Baptist Parish General Fund or the 
St . John the Baptist Parish Criminal Court Fund , are 
reported in their general fixed assets account groups, and 
are not owned by the district attorney . 

5 . Basis of! A ccountinQ 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied 
to a fund is determ ined by its measurement focus . The 
governmental funds are accounted for using a current 
financial resources measurement focus . With this 
measurement focus, only current assets and liabilities 
generally are included on the balance sheet . Operating 
statements of these funds present increases and decreases 
in net current assets . The modified accrual basis of 
accounting is used by the governmental funds . The 
governmental funds use the following practices in 
recording revenues and expenditures : 

Revenues (General Fund) -- 
Commissions on fines and forfeitures are recorded in 
the year they are collected by the tax collector . 

Intergovernmental revenues (General Fund) -- 
Include monies received from the St . John the Baptist 
Parish Crim inal Court Fund , the St . John the Baptist 
Parish General Fund and the Victim 's A ssistance 
Coordinator Fund . 



D ISTR I(~  A~']D RNEY OF T HE FORT IETH JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1998 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
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Intergovernmental revenues (Special Revenue Funds) - 
Include monies received from a grant from the 
Louisiana Department of Social Services (Title IV-D) 
the St . John the Baptist Parish School Board (School 
Board Account), and the South Louisiana Port 
Commission , the St . John the Baptist Parish General 
Fund and Pre-Trial Diversion Program (Special Pay 
Fund). 

Interest revenue is recorded in the year in which it 
is earned . 

All ether revenues are recorded when received 

Expenditures -- 
Expenditures are generally recognized under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting when the related 
fund liability is incurred . 

6 . Budgets 
The district attorney prepared budgets for the General 
Fund and Special Revenue Funds for 1998 . All budgets were 
advertised and made available for public inspection at the 
district attorney 's office in Edgard , Louisiana on 
November 29, 1997, and adopted on December ii, 1997 . 

Budgets for the General Fund and the Special Revenue 
Funds were amended . These budgets were advertised and 
made available for public inspection at the district 
attorney 's office in Edgard , Louisiana on December 9, 
1998, and adopted on Decemb er 29, 1998 . All budgets 
were prepared on the cash basis of accounting . All 
appropriations contained in the budget lapse at year end 

The district attorney 's policy is to prepare his budget 
using the cash basis of accounting, which recognizes 
revenues as they are received rather than when they are 
earned , and expenditures when the cash is disbursed 
rather than when the expenditure is incurred . This basis 
of accounting is consistent with the basis used for record 
keeping purposes . The accompanying statements present 
comparisons of the legally adopted budget with actual data 
on the cash basis . Since accounting principles for 
purposes of developing data on a cash basis differ 
significantly from those used to present financial 
statements in conform ity with generally accepted 



D ISTR I(~  A T~D RNE Y OF T HE FORT IET}{ JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1998 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
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accounting principles, a reconciliation of resultant basis 
differences in the excess of revenues (receipts) over 
expenditures (disbursements) for the year ended 
December 31, 1998 is presented below : 

G eneral 
Special 
Revenu e 

Fund Fund 
Excess (Deficiency) of receipts 
over disbursements and other uses 
(budgetary basis) - (See page 6) $ (3,787) $11,350 

Adj ustment s : 

Revenue receivables 
Intergovernmental - comm issions 
on fines , etc . 

Other receivables 
Due from IV -D fund 
A ccrued interest 

Expenditure payables - 
Salaries, related benefits 
and payroll taxes payable 

Accounts payable 
Due to General Fund 

Excess (Deficiency) of revenues 
and other financing sources over 
expenditures (GAAP basis) - 
(See page 5) 

(16,599) 

(36,995) 
6 ,237 

(943) 

(5,953) 
16,629 

7 ,957 
37 ,265 

$67,248 

7 . Encumb rances 
Encumbrance accounting is not utilized due to the nature 
of Operations and the ability of management to monitor 
budgeted expenditures on a timely basis . 

8 . Cash and Cash Eauivalents 
Cash includes amounts in interest and noninterest bearing 
demand deposits , Cash equivalents include amounts in time 
deposits . Under state law , the district attorney may 
deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand 
deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with 
state banks organized under Louisiana law and national 
banks having their principal offices in Louisiana . 



D ISTR ICT A~ ID RNEY OF TNE FORT II~I~4 JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1998 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

9 . Comoensat ed Ab sences 

15 

The district attorney has the following vacation and sick 
leave policies : 

Vacation Leave -- 
Full-time clerical employees earn ten days of vacation 
leave and one additional day for every two years of 
service up to a three week maximum . Vacation leave must 
be taken within the year it is earned or it is forfeited . 
Upon retirement, resignation or termination an emp]oyee is 
not paid for unused vacation leave which was earned during 
the year . 

Sick Leave -- 
Full-time clerical employees earn ten days of sick 
leave per year which may accumulate . Female employees are 
also allowed six weeks of maternity leave . Upon 
retirement, resignation or termination an employee is 
not paid for accumulated and unused sick leave which was 
earned during the year . 

There were no accumulated leave benefits required to be 
reported in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60 

i0 . LonQ-Term Obliaations 
There were no long-term obligations to be reported in the 
financial statements . 

ii . Fund Balan~  
The Fund Balance of the Special Revenue Fund titled, 
"Forfeiture Account," is reserved for amounts which will 
ultimately be paid to various governmental entities in 
accordance with state law . These funds are not 
appropriable for expenditure by the district attorney . 

12 . Total Column s on Comb ined Statements 
Total colurmls on the combined statements are captioned 
"Memorandum Only " to indicate that they are presented only 
to facilitate financial analysis . Data in these columns 
do not present financial position or results of operations 
in conform ity with generally accepted accounting 
principles . Neither is such data comparable to a 
consolidation . 



D ISTR ICT AT fORNEY OF T HE FORTIETH JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1998 

NOTE B - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
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At December 31, 1998, the carrying amounts (book balances) of 
all cash and cash equivalents of the district attorney totaled 
$133,044 and are listed as follows: 

Interest bearing demand deposits 
Time deposits 

Total 

$70,706 
6~ 338 

$133,044 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates 
market . Under state law , these deposits (or the resulting 
bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance 
or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank . 
The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal 
deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on 
deposit with the fiscal agent . These securities are held in 
the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or 
custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties . 
At Decemb er 31, 1998, the district attorney had $]73,859 in 
deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits were 
secured from risk by $162,338 of federal deposit ~nsurance 
and $11,521 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank 
in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement 3 , Louisiana Revised Statute 39 :1229 imposes a 
statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and 
sell the pledged securities within i0 days of being notified 
by the assessor that the fiscal agent has failed to pay 
deposited funds upon demand . 

NOTE C ~ CHANGES IN GENERA L FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets (office 
furnishings and equipment) follows: 

Balance , January i, 1998 

Additions 
Deductions 

Balance , Decemb er 31, 1998 

$188,995 

9 ,127 

$~9!Z~8 12% 
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St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
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NOTE D - PENSION PLAN 

Employees of the district attorney are covered under two 
retirement plans as follows : 

I ~ 

P1 
di 
A t 
(c 
a n  

Lou isiana D ~str~ct A ttorney s Retirem ent Sy stem 
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an Description -- The district attorney and assistant 
strict attorneys are memb ers of the Louisiana District 
torneys Retirement System (System), a multiple employer 
ost-sharing), public employee retirement system controlled 
d adm inistered by a separate board of trustees . 

A ssistant district attorneys who earn , as a minimum , the 
amount paid by the state for assistant district attorneys and 
are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment and 
all district attorneys are required to participate in the 
System . For memb ers who joined the System before July I, 
1990, and who elected not to be covered by the new provisions, 
the following applies : Any member with 23 or more years of 
creditable service regardless of age may retire with a 3 
percent benefit reduction for each year below age 55, provided 
that no reduction is applied if the memb er has 30 or more 
years of service . Any memb er with at least 18 years of 
creditable service may retire at age 55 with a 3 percent 
benefit reduction for each year below age 60. In addition , 
any member with at least I0 years of creditable service may 
retire at age 60 with a 3 percent benefit reduction for each 
year retiring below the age of 62 . The retirement benefit is 
equal to 3 percent of the memb er's average final compensation 
multiplied by the numb er of years of their memb ership service, 
not to exceed i00 percent of their average final compensation . 

For members who joined the System after July i, 1990, or who 
elected to be covered by the new provisions the following 
applies : Memb ers are eligible to receive normal retirement 
benefits if they are age 60 and have i0 years of service 
credit, are age 55 and have 24 years of service credit, or 
have 30 years of service credit regardless of age . The normal 
retirement benefit is equal to 3 .5 percent of the memb er's 
final-average compensation multiplied by years of membership 
service . A memb er is eligible for early retirement if he is 
age 55 and has 18 years of service credit . The early 
retirement benefit is equal to the normal retirement benefit 
reduced 3 percent for each year the memb er retires in advance 
of normal retirement age . Benefits may not exceed i00 percent 
of average final compensation . The System also provides death 
and disability benefits . Benefits are established by state 
statu te . 
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NOTE D - PENSION PLAN (CONTINUED) 
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Funding Policy -- Plan memb ers are required by state statute 
to contribute 7.0 percent of their annual covered salary and 
the district attorney , as their employer, is required to 
contribute at an actuarially determined rate . For the period 
January i, 1998 to June 30, 1998 the employer rate was 1.25 
percent of annual covered payroll . For the period July i, 
1998 to December 31, 1998 there was no employer rate . 
Contributions to the System also include .2 percent of the ad 
valorem taxes collected throughout the state and revenue 
sharing funds as appropriated by the legislature . The 
contribution requirements of plan memb ers and the district 
attorney are established and may be amended by state statute . 
As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11 :103, the eT~ loyer 
contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are 
subject to change each year based on the results of the 
valuation for the prior fiscal year . 

The district attorney 's (employer) contributions to the System 
for the years ended Decemb er 31 , 1998, 1997 and 1996 were 
$1,550, $3,410 and $4,337, respectively, and these amounts 
equaled to the required contributions for each year . 

II . Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana 

Plan Description -- All other employees of the district 
attorney are members of the Parochial Employees Retirement 
System of Louisiana (PERS), a cost-sharing, multiple- 
employer defined pension benefit plan administered by a 
separate board of trustees . PERS is composed of two 
distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B , with separate assets and 
benefit provisions . All employees of the district are members 
of Plan A . 

All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who 
are paid wholly or in part from parish funds and all elected 
parish Officials are eligible to participate in PERS . 
Under Plan A , employees who retire at or after age 60 with at 
least 30 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 with 
at least 25 years of credited service , or at any age with at 
least 30 years of credited service are entitled to a 
retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 
percent of the memb er's final-average salary for each year of 
creditable service . However, for those employees who were 
memb ers of the supplemental plan only , prior to January i, 
1980, the benefit is equal to one percent of the final- 
average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental plan 
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only service earned prior to January i, 1980 . Final-average 
salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 
consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. 
Employees who terminate with at least the amount of creditable 
service stated above and do not withdraw their employee 
contributions may retire at the ages specified above and 
receive the benefit accrued to their date of term ination . 
PERS also provides death and disability benefits . Benefits 
are established by state statute . 

PERS issues an annual publicly available financial report that 
includes financial statements and required supplementary 
information for PERS . The report may be obtained by writing 
to the Parochial Employees' Retirement System , Post Office 
Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4619, or by calling 
(504)928-1361. 

Funding Policy -- Under Plan A , memb ers of PERS are required 
to contribute 9 .5% of their annual covered salary and the 
district is required to contribute at an actuarially 
determined rate . The employer contribution rate for the year 
ended Dece~ )er 31, 1998 is 7 .75% of annual covered payroll . 
Contributions to PERS also include one-fourth of one percent 
of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each 
parish , except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes . These 
tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based 
proportionately on the salaries of the active memb ers of each 
plan . The contribution requirements of plan memb ers and the 
district are established and may be amended by state statute . 
As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11 :103, the employer 
contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are 
subject to change each year based on the results of the 
valuation for the prior fiscal year . 

The district attorney's (employer) contributions to PERS under 
Plan A for the year's ended Decemb er 31, 1998, 1997 and 1996 
were $20,722, $19,529 and $16,074, respectively, and these 
amounts equaled the required contributions for each year . 
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Operatin_g_ LQa~se 
The district attorney leases office space , under several 
separate operating leases as follows: (i) property located at 
1107 1/2 Main Street, LaPlace, month-to-month lease, beginning 
January i, 1.997, at $400 per month; (2) property located at 
217 West Fifth Street, LaPlace, month-to-month lease, 
beginning January i, 1997, at $800 per month; (3) property 
located at 4:94 West 5th Street , LaPlace , m onth to month , 
beginning July i, 1997, at $1,250 per month; (4) copy machine 
on a month to month lease, beginning July i, 1994, at $80 per 
month ; (5) four 1997 cars, each has a separate 24 month 
lease term , at $299 per month, beginning March 5 or 13, 1997. 

The m inimum annual commitments under all noncancelable 
operating leases are as follows : 

Year Ended 
Decemb er 31 , 1999 

Am ount 

$2,392 

NOTE F - EXPE~ gITURES OF THE D ISTRICT ATTORNEY NOT INCL~ 3ED IN THE 
FINAN C IAL STATEM ENTS 

The accompanying financial statements do not include certain 
expenditures of the district attorney paid from the criminal 
court funds, the parish government , or directly by the state 

NOTE G - LIT IGAT ION 

The district: attorney is not involved in any litigation at 
Decemb er 31, 1998, which could have a material effect on the 
financial statements . 
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During 1998, the district attorney participated in the Title 
IV -D program adm inistered by the State of Lou isiana Department 
of Social Services, Catalog of Federal Domestic A ssistance 
Number 13 .783 . This program is funded by indirect 
assistance payments, in the form of both incentive payments 
and reimbursements of a portion of certain expenditures, 
received from the Louisiana Department of Social Services . 
For the year ended December 31, 1998, the District Attorney of 
the Fortieth Judicial District expended $130,351 and $21,221 
in reimbursement and incentive payments, respectively . 
Revenue received from the state totaled $147,296 and $21,221 
for reimbursement and incentive paym ents, respectively . 

The reimbursement payments are restricted by a formal 
agreement between the district attorney and the Department of 
Social Services and includes a budget of expected expenditures 
for each fiscal year ending June 30 . The district attorney 
submits reimbursement requests to the Department of Social 
Services on a monthly basis . 

There are no restrictions on how incentive paym ents may be 
expended, except as may be required by state law for any other 
funds of the district attorney . However , these paym ents, as 
well as the reimbursement paym ents, may be subjected to 
further review and audit by the federal grantor agency . No 
provision has been made in the financial statements for the 
reimbursement of any expenditures that may be disallowed as a 
result of a review or audit by the federal grantor agency . 
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NOTE I - INTERFUND ASSETS AND LIABILIT IES 

Due From/To Other Funds 

Receivable Fund 

General Fund 

Payable Fund 
Special Revenue 
Fund - Title IV-D 

NOTE J - DEFIC IT FUND BA LANCE 

Amount 

$12,857 

22 

The deficit fund balance at December 31, 1998 of $9,111 
in the Worthless Check Collection Fee Special Revenue Fund 
will be funded in 1999 by transfers in from the Genera] Fund 
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ASSETS 

D ISTR ICT ATTORNEY OF THE FORT IETH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Balance Sheet - General Fund 
December 31 , 1998 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Revenues receivable : 
Intergovernmental - commissions on fines, etc 

Due from IV-D fund (Note I) 

TOTAL ASSETS 

IABILITIES AND FUND EOU ITY 

Liab ilities : 
Salaries, related benefits and 
payroll taxes payable 

Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity : 
Fund balance : 
Unreserved - undesignated 

Total Fund Balance 

Total Fund Equ ity 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

$79,342 

11 ,256 
12 ,857 

$103,455 

$25,036 

2 036 

24 

7 8 ,4 19 

7_ ~8 419 

~ 419 

$103,455 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



D ISt rIC t AT I~)RNEY OF ~}IE FORTIETH JUDICIAL D ISTRICT 
St , John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balances - Budget (Cash Basis) and Actual 

General Fund 
For the Year Ended December 31

, 1998 

Revenues 
Commissions on fines & forfeitures 
Intergovernmental revenues 
Interest earnings 
Reimbursements 
O ther 

To ta l Revenue s 

Expenditures 
Salaries, related benefits and 
payroll taxes 

Continuing education and travel 
Office supplies and maintenance 
In su rance 
Professional dues and services 
Capital outlay 
Rent, utilities and telephone 
Other 

Total Expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of 
Revenues over Expenditures 

Fund Balance at Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at End of Year 

25 

r 

Variance 
Favorable 

Budget Actual 
_~Unfavorable) 

$252,840 
234 ,280 

480 
62,400 

$250,853 
208,000 

1 ,769 
89 ,923 

687 

$(i,987) 
(26,280) 
1 ,289 

27,523 
687 

~50,00Q 551,232 ~ 32 

405 ,067 
38,280 
13 ,800 
47 ,200 
7 ,320 

10 ,848 
36,996 
3 ,000 

397 ,680 
33 ,520 
9 ,398 

39 ,790 
13 ,445 
8 ,828 

51,294 
1 ,064 

7 ,387 
4 ,760 
4 ,402 
7 ,410 
(6,125) 
2 ,020 

(14,298) 
i_ !~936 

562,511 55~ 5 019 77~4492 

(12,511) (3,787) 8,724 

26,892 

$~4,38~ 

76 ,892 

$73,105_ $8~ .
724 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statem
ent 



A SSETS 

D ISTR ICT A~'FORNEY OF T HE FORT IETH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Co~ ining Balance Sheet - Special Revenue Funds 
Decemb er 31 . 1998 

Cash 
Revenues receivable : 

Worthless 
Check 

Title Collection 
IV -D Fee 

$20,495 

Intergovernm ental - 
Grant - Lou isiana Department 
of Social Services 18,633 

Other receivables 

TOTAL A SSETS 

LTAB II.IT IES AND FUND  EOU ITY 

Liab ilities : 
Cash deficit 
Accounts payable 
Due to General Fund (Note I) 

Total Liabilities 

$12,5.87 

12 ,587 

$9,111 

9,111 

9 ,111 

School 
Board 

$38 

1_ _6 ,629 

$1__6,667 

$16,629 

16 ,629 

Fund Equity : 
Fund balance (deficit): 
Reserved 
Unreserved -- undesignated 26,541 _~ ,iii) 38 

Total Fund Balance (Deficit) 
(Note J) 

Total Fund .Equ ity 

TOTAL L IAB ILIT IES AND 

FUND EQUITY 

26 ,541 

26 ,541 

(9,111) 

i9, 111) 

38 

38 

$1__6,667 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



Special 
Pay 

Forfeiture 
A ccoun t 

Total 
(Memorandum 

Only) 

$24,217 $18,063 $62,813 

18,633 
16,629 

$24,217 $~8,063 $98,075 

$24,217 

24 ,217 

24 ,217 

$18,063 

18,063 

!8,063 

$9,111 
16,629 
12 ,587 

38 ,327 

18,063 
41 ,685 

59 ,748 

59 ,748 

$~8,063 $98,075 
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D ISTRIC t A~'IX)RNEY OF T HE FORTIETH JUD ICIAL DISTRICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Comb ining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balances - Special Revenue Funds 

For the Year Ended December 31 , 1998 

Revenue s 
Collection fees on worthless checks 
Collection of forfeitures 
Intergovernmental revenues : 
Grant - Lou isiana Department 
of Social Services 

St . John Parish School Board 
Pre-Trial Diversion Program 

Interest earnings 
Other 

Total Revenues 

E_~ enditure_H 
Salaries, related benefits and 
payroll taxes 
Continuing education and travel 
office supplies and maintenance 
Capital outlay 
Rent, utilities and telephone 
Paym ents of forfeitures 
Other 

Total Expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of 
Revenues over Expenditures 

Fund Balance at Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at End of Year 

Title 
IV -D 

$i87,150 

Worthless 
Check 

Collection 
Fee 

$20,370 

187 ,150 20 ,370 

96 ,588 
3 ,761 
3,774 

300 
9 ,884 

32 ,044 

1,208 

i14 ,307 3 3 ,252 

72 ,843 

(46 3~ 02) 

$26,54~  

(12,882) 

3,77! 

$i9,111) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



School 
Board 

$101,994 

2 ,4 11 

104 ,405 

Special 
_ Pay 

$27,431 

_ 5~5 720 

3_ ~3 151 

101 ,994 27 ,574 

2 ,4 11 

i04 ,405 

38 

38 

__ 5 ~5 650 

3__ ~3 224 

(73) 

24 ,290 

$~ 217 

Forfeiture 
A ccount 

$76,576 

76,576 

487 

68,729 

Total 
(Memorandum 

Only) 

$20,370 
76 ,576 

187 , 
i01 , 
27 , 

150 
994 
431 

8 ,131 

421 ,652 

258,200 
3 ,761 
5 ,469 

300 
9 ,884 

68 ,729 
8 ,061 

69 ,216 354 404 

7,360 

10 ,703 

$18,063 

67 ,248 

(7,50O) 

$59,748 
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D ISTRICT AT I~)RNEY OF THE FORTIETH JUD ICIAL D ISTR ICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balances - Budget (Cash Basis) and Actua] 

Title IV -D 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1998 

Rev enue s 
Intergovernmental revenue : 
Grant - Louisiana Department 
of Social Services 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures 
Salaries, related benefits and 
payroll taxes 

Continuing education and travel 
Office supplies and maintenance 
Rent , utilities and telephone 

Total Expenditures 

(Deficiency ) of Revenues 
over Expenditures 

Fund Balance at 
Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at 
End of Year 

Budget 

$168,000 

168 ,000 

28 

Variance 
Favorab le 

Actual /Unfavorable) 

$168,517 

168 ,517 

133 ,853 
3 ,761 
4 ,074 
9 ,884 

155 ,000 151 ,572 

$517 

517 

3 ,267 
199 
(474) 
436 

3 ,428 

13 ,000 16 ,945 3 ,945 

3 ,550 3 ,550 

$16,550 $3,945 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



D IS~I{I(~  AT IX)I%NEY OF ~"I{E FORTIEI~{ J-OD ICI]%L D ISTRIt'T 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balances - Budget (Cash Basis) and Actual 

Worthless Check Collection Fee 
For the Year Ended Decemb er 31, 1998 

R ev enues 
Collection fees on worthless 
checks 

Total Revenu es 

Expen ditures 
Salaries, related benefits and 
payroll taxes 

office supplies and maintenance 
other 

Total Expenditures 

Budqet 

$22,000 

22 ,000 

32 ,552 
1 ,200 
4 ,248 

29 

Variance 
Favorable 

A ctual 
.(Unfavorable) 

$24,810 

24 ,810 

32,044 
1 ,208 
4 ,44_ _00 

$2,810 

2 ,810 

508 
(8) 

(~9~) 

38,000 37 ,692 3__ 008 

(Deficiency ) of Revenues over 
Expenditures (16,000) (12,882) 3,118 

Fund Balance at Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at End of Year 

3 771 

$(12,229) 

3 ,77 1 

$ (9,111) $3,118 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



D ISTRICT ATTORNEY OF T HE FORT IETH JUD IC IAL D ISTRICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balances - Budget (Cash Basis) and Actual 

School Board 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1998 

Rev enues 
Intergovernmental revenue : 
St . John the Baptist Parish 
School Board 

Other 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures 
Salaries , related benefits and 
payroll taxes 

O ther 

Total Expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of 
Revenues over Expenditures 

Fund Balance at Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at End of Year 

Budqet 

$109,000 
3 ,000 

30 

Variance 
Favorable 

A ctu a_ ~l ~Unfavorable) 

$109,951 
2 ,41-- 1 

$951 
(589) 

112 000 112,36__ 2 362 

108,700 
3 ,300 

109,951 
2 ,41_ _ !1 

(1,251) 
889 

112 ,000 112 ,36-- 2 $(362) 

38 

$3
__ _
S 

3-8  

$38 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



D ISTR IC t ATTORNEY OF THE FORT IET H JUD ICIAL D ISTR ICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balances - Budget (Cash Basis) and Actual 

Special Pay 
For the Year Ended Decemb er 31 , 1998 

Rev enues 
Intergovernmental revenue : 
Pre-trial Diversion Program 

Other 

Total Revenu es 

Budget 

$21,000 
7 ,000 

31 

V ariance 
Fav orab le 

Actual (Unfavorable 

$27,431 
5 ,720 

$6,431 
(1,280 ) 

28,000 33,151 5,15! 

Expenditures 
Salaries, related benefits and 
payroll taxes 36,000 

Other 

Total Expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
over Expenditures 

Fund Balance at Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at End of Year 

27 ,574 
5 ,650 

8,426 
(5,650 ) 

36 ,000 33 ,224 2 ,776 

(8,0OO) 

24 ,290 

$16,290 

(73) 7,927 

24 ,290 

$24,217 $7,927 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



D ISTRICT ATTORN EY OF TI{E FORT IETH JUD ICIAL D ISTR ICT 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balances - Budget (Cash Basis) and Actual 

Forfeiture Account 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1998 

Revenues 
Collection of forfeitures 

Total Rev enues 

Expenditures 
Paym ents of forfeitures 
Office supplies and maintenance 

Total Expenditures 

Excess of Revenu es 
over Expenditures 

Fund Balance at Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at End of Year 

Budqet 

$75,000 

75 ,000 

72 ,400 
600 

32 

Variance 
Favorab le 

Actual (Unfavorable) 

$76,576 

76 ,576 

68 ,728 
4 88 

$i 576 

1 ,576 

3 ,672 
112 

73 ,000 69 ,216 3 ,784 

2 ,000 

10 ,703 

7 ,360 5 ,360 

10 ,703 

$12,703 $18,063 $5,360 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMAT ION SCHEDULES 

33 



D IS~ {IC r A~'I~)I~ Y O F f, HE FORT IETI{ JD D IC I;iS D IS~ IC I" 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Supplemental Information Schedules 
Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 

For the Year Ended December 31, 1998 

Con ta ct Person 
John M . Crum , Jr . 
District Attorney of the Fortieth Judicial District 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Referent9 No .: I 

Fiscal Year Findinq Initiallv Occurred : Has existed 

Corrective Act/ on and Additional Explanation 
in the internal control stru 

such controls would not be co 
taken . 

this inadequacy 
that to employ 
will need to be 

AnticiDated ComPletion Date 

Reference No .: 2 

Not applicable 

Fiscal Year Findin~  Initiallv Occurred : Decemb er 

34 

from inception 

em ent is aware of 
owever, it feels 
icial . No action 

31 , 1997 

Findinq Described : The General Fund 's total actual expenditures 
exceeded total budgeted expenditures by more than five percent . The 
Worthless Check: Special Revenue Fund 's total actual revenues failed to 
meet total budgeted revenues by more than five percent . The following 
Special Revenue Funds had total actual expenditures exceeding total 
budgeted expenditures by more than five percent : School Board and 
Special Pay . ' The Title IV-D Special Revenue Fund 's actual beginning 
fund balance failed to meet estimated beginning fund balance by more 
than five percent . This was due to the shortage of funds available in 
the Title IV-D Special Revenue Fund . 

correctlve Action and Additional Explanation : The district attorney 
amended all budgets as required by Louisiana Revised Statutes . The 
office has purchased a new computerized accounting package which has 
assisted in the budget process . This has eliminated the problem

. 

AnticiDated ComPletion Date August 31, 1998 



 

D ISTR ICT A%~IX)RNEY OF THE FORTIETH JUD ICIAL D ISTRIC'r 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Supplemental Information Schedules 
Corrective Action Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 

For the Year Ended December 31, 1998 

Con tact Person 
John M . Crum , Jr . 
District Attorney of the Fortieth Judicial District 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

Referen ce N o .: I 

Fiscal Year Findina Initially Occurred 

FindinQ Described : The size 

35 

Has existed from inception 

of the district attorney 's operations and 
its limited staff preclude an adequ ate segregation of duties and other 
features of an adequate system of internal accounting control . 

Corrective Action_and Additional Explanation : Management: is 
this inadequ acy in the internal control structure, however 
that to employ such controls would not be cost beneficial . 
will need to be taken . 

AnticiDated ComDletion Date Not applicable 

aware of 
it feels 
No action 
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KEIT H ,J. ROV IRA  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

333 I N ETAIRIE ROAD 

M ETAIRIE, LOUI$1ANA 7000 1-5 E~9 7 
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REPORT ON COMPLI/LNCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINAN CIAL REPORT ING BA SED ON AN A UD IT O F 

FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDA]qCE 
W ITH GOVERNMENT AUD IT ING STANDARDS 

Honorab le John M . Crum , Jr . 
District Attorney of the Fortieth Judicial District 

A Component Unit of the St . John the Baptist Parish Council 
St . John the Baptist Parish , Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the 
District Attorney of the Fortieth Judicial District as of and for 
the year ended December 31, 1998, and have issued my report thereon 
dated May 13, 1999 . I conducted my audit in accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable 
to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States . 

Compliance 
As a part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the 
St . John the Baptist Parish Assessor's general purpose financial 
statements are free of material misstatement, I performed tests of 
its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations and 
contracts, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
material effect on the determ ination of the financial statement 
amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of my audit, and accordingly, I do 
not express such an opinion . The results of my tests disclosed no 
instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditin~ Standards . 

Internal Con trol Ov er Financial ReD ortina 
In planning and performing my audit, I considered the District 
Attorney of the Fortieth Judicial District's internal control over 
financial reportin9 in order to determ ine my auditing procedures 
for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the general purpose 
financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal 
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control over financial reporting . However, I noted a matter 
involving the internal control over financial reporting and its 
operations that I consider to be reportable condition . Reportable 
conditions involve matters coming to my attention relating to 
significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal 
control over financial reporting that, in my judgement, could 
adversely affect the district attorney 's ability to record , 
process, summarize and report financial data consistent with the 
assertions of management in the general purpose financial 
statements . I noted that, as a material weakness, the size of the 
district attorney 's operations and its limited staff preclude an 
adequate segregation of duties and other features of an adequate 
system of internal accounting control . Management is aware of this 
inadequacy in the internal control structure , however , it feels 
that to employ such controls would not be cost beneficial . 

A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design 
or operation of one or more of the internal control components does 
not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in 
amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose 
financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected 
within a timely period by employees in the normal course of 
performing their assigned functions . My consideration of the 
internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily 
disclose all matters in the internal control that might be 
reportable conditions and , accordingly , would not necessarily 
disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be 
material weaknesses . However, I considered the reportable 
condition described above to be a material weakness . 

This report is intended solely for the use of management and the 
State of Louisiana Legislative Auditor and should not be used for 
any other purpose . This restriction is not intended to lim it the 
distribution of this report which , upon acceptance by the State of 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor, is a matter of public record . 

Keith J . Rov ira 
Certified Public Accountant 

May 13 , 1999 


