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We have compiled the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the 
Opelousas City Marshal, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, in 
accordance with Statements on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued 
by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A comp ilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial statements 
information that is the representation of management of the Opelousas City 
Marshal. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying general purpose 
financial statements and, accordingly , do not express an opinion or any other 
form of assurance on them . 

In accordance with the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide 
state law, we have issued a report, dated January 27, 1999, 
agreed -upon procedures . 

and the provisions of 
on the results of our 

Ope]ousas, Louisiana 
February 4, 1999 

P. O. Box 433 4766 1.49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefax 318-948 6109 



ASSETS 

O PEIJO[TSAS CITY MARSHA/ 

COMBTNPD BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUN T GROUPS 

Cash 
Certificate of deposit 
Receivables 
Fixed assets 

DECEMBER 31 . ]998 

GOV ERNM ENTAL 

FUN D TYPE 

GENERAL 

$41,376 
i0,000 
9,521 

~Q~ al assets 50,897 

IAB IL IT IES AND FUND BALAN CES 

LIABILIT IES 
ACCOUnts payable 
Payroll taxes payable 

Tota] liab i]ities 

FUN D EQUITY 
Investment in general fixed 
assets 

Fund balance - unreserved 
Total fund eaultv 

Total iiabi]ities and 

$11,642 
_ 2 ,118 

!3,760 

ACCOUNT GROUP 
GENERAL FIXED 

ASSETS 

$29,170 

29,170 

$29,170 
97 ,137 
47,137 29~170 

See accompanying notes and accountant 's report 

T0~% 7,S 

(Memorandum Only) 
1998 1997 

$41,376 
i0,000 
9,521 

29,370 

$20,577 

9,893 
3],2~)7 

$11,642 
. 2 ,118 
13,760 

29,170 

47 ,137 
76 ,307 

$1,228 
],175 
2 ,403 

31,257 
28, O~! 
59,32~ 



OPELOUSAS CITY MARSHAI 
(]PRT.OTT~AS LOU ISIANA 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALAN CE 
ALL ~NV ~qRNMRNTAT, F[IND TYPES - GENERAL F[IND 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1998 

REVENUES 
Intergovernmental 

Fines 
Salary reimbursements 
Citation mileage 
Juvenile mileage 

Fines 
Bond revenue 

Miscellaneous 
Insurance reimbursement (net) 
Interest income 
Miscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EX PEND ITURES 

Current operating 
Salaries 
Payroll taxes 
Repairs and maintenance 
Gasoline 
Insurance 

Office supplies 
Advertising 
Recording and fJ.ling fees 
Uniforms 
Dues and conventions 
Bank charges 
Meals 
Equipment maintenance 
Police supplies 
Legal fees 

Accounting 
Miscellaneous 

Capital outlay 
Total expenditures 

EXCESS O F REV ENUES OV ER EX PENDITURES 

OTHER FINAN CING EOIIRCE,q 

Sale of autos 

Total other financinm sources 

EXCESS OF REVENUES AN D OTHER FINAN CING 

SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUN D BALANCE beginning of year 

FUND BALANCE end of year 

See accompanying notes and accountant 's report 

1998 

$98 
31 
i 

539 
920 
877 
452 

9,089 

167 
47 

142,091 

78,027 

6,478 
2,087 

105 
6,641 

622 
160 
74 

2,781 
141 
30 

510 
3,993 
1,552 

14,089 
1,340 

778 

5 ,713 

125,121 

Memorandum Only 
1997 

$68 
35 
1 

615 
740 
791 
315 

5,508 

2 .114 

83 

114 ,166 

67 ,449 

5,599 
1,190 

210 
8 ,094 

1,583 
77 

349 

4,487 
90i 
6O 

341 

3 .210 

81 
418 

6,897 
100,946 

16,970 13 ,220 

2,100 
2,100 

28 067 

800 
800 

]4 ,020 

14 , 047 

28 , 067 



OPELOUSAS , LOUISIANA 
~ T ~M ~NT N V DVVVN[]V~ EX PEN D TT[]WVR AND CMAN~V~ 

IN FUND ZALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AN D ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND 
FOE THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31 1998 

REVENUES 

Intergovernmental 
Fines 
Salary reimbursements 
Citation mileage 
Juvenile mileage 

Fines 
Bond revenue 

M iscellaneous 
Interest income 
M iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Current operating 

Salaries 
Payroll taxes 
Repairs and maintenance 
Gasoline 
Insurance 

Office supplies 
Advertising 
Recording and filing fees 
Uniforms 
Dues arld conventions 
Bank charges 
Meals 
Equipment maintenance 
Police supplies 
Legal fees 
Accounting 
Miscellaneous 

Capital outlay 
Total expenditures 

Sale of autos 
Total other flnancina sources 

EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTHER FINAN CING 

FUND BALANCE beginning of year 

FUND BALANCE, end of year 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

$98,000 
33,000 
2,000 

500 

8 ,500 

142 ,000 

79,000 

7,000 
2,200 

200 

8,000 

750 
200 
I00 

3,200 

1,000 

5OO 

4,000 
2,000 
3,000 
1,500 

2,500 
6,000 

]21,150 

$98, 
31, 
1 , 

539 
920 
877 

452 

9,089 

167 
47 

142 ,091 

78,027 

6,478 
2,087 

105 
6,641 

622 

160 
74 

2 ,781 
141 

30 
510 

3,993 
1,552 

14 ,089 
1,340 

778 
5 ,713 

125 ,121 

VAR IANCE 

FAVORABLE 

(UN FAVORABLE) 

$539 
, 080) 
(123) 
(48) 

589 

167 
47 

91 

973 
522 
113 

95 
1,359 

128 
40 
26 

419 
859 

(30) 
(lO) 
7 

448 

11,o89) 
16o 

1,722 
287 

_~ ,971) 

20,850 16,970 /_3,880 

1,500 
],500 

See accompanying notes and accountant 's report 

2 ,100 

2 ,100 

19,070 

28 ,067 

_ 47,137 

600 

600 



O PELO[]SA S CITY MARS 

OPELOUSAS LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 . 1998 

~qHMM ANY OF .qIGNIFICANT A CCOUNT ING POLICIES 

The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies and 
practices . 

A . The RemortinQ Entity 

As the governing authority for the City of Opelousas, for reporting purposes, the 
City of Opelousas, Louisiana, is the financial reporting entity . The financial 
reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government, (b) organizations for which 
the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for 
which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are 
such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity 's financial statements to be 
misleading or incomplete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for 
determining which component units should be considered part of the primary government 
for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential 
component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability . The GASB has 
set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability . This 
criteria includes : 

I. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

2 

3 

a The ability of the primary government to impose its will on that 
organization and/or 

b . The potential 
benefits to or impose 
government . 

organization to provide specific financial 
specific financial burdens on the primary 

Organizations for which the primary 
majority but are fiscally dependent 

government does not appoint a voting 
on the primary government . 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be 
misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the 
nature or significance of the relationship . 

Based on the criteria described above, the Opelousas City Marshal is a primary 
government due to the following : 

1 

2 

3 

The Marshal is an independently elected official. 
The Marshal is fiscally independent of the City of 0pelousas . 
The Marshal's office is legally separate from the City of 0pelousas 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements present information only on 
the funds maintained by the City Marshal and do not present information on the City of 
Opelousas, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the 
other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity . 



OPELOUSAS CITY MARS 
OPELOUSAS , LOU ISIANA 

DECEMBER 31 . 1998 

NOTE (i) - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued 

B . Basis of Presentation 

The accompanying general purpose 
Marshal have been prepared in conformity 
(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. 
(GASB) is the accepted standards-setting 
and flnancia] reporting principles . 

C . Fund Accountinq 

financial statements of the Opelousas City 
with generally accepted accounting principles 
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board 

body for establishing governmental accounting 

The City Marshal uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal 
compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to 
certain government functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On 
the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds 
because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. The 
follo~in~ fund types and account groups are used by the City Marshal: 

General Fund . The General Fund is used to account for resources 
traditionally associated with government which are not required legally to be 
accounted for in another fund . 

General Fixed Assets Account Group . This account group is established to 
account for all fixed assets of the City Marshal 

D . Basis of AccountinQ 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined 
by its measurement focus . All governmental funds are accounted for using a current 
financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current 
assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating 
statements of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are 
recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of 
accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the 
measurement focus applied . The governmental fund ~s maintained on a modified accrual 
basis of accounting . Under the modified accrual basis of accounting , revenues are 
recorded when susceptible to accrual, i.e ., both measurable and available . Available 
means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay 
liabilities of the current period . The following practices are used in recording 
revenues an(] expenditures: 

Rev enues 

Fines and reimbursements 
Miscellaneous revenues 

are recorded when they become susceptible to 
are recorded when received . 



N PST,O[~ AS C ITY MARS 

OPELO[]SAS LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS 
DECEM BER 3 1 . 1998 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued 

D . Basis of AccountJnq (Continued 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are recognized under the 
Expenditures are recorded when the related 

modified accrual basis of accounting 
fund liability Js incurred . 

Expenditures for insurance and similar services, which extend over more 
than one accounting period, are accounted for as expenditures in the period of 
acquisition . 

Purchases of operating supplies are 
purchased and inventories of such supplies 
the close of year-end unless significant. 

regarded as expenditures at the time 
(if any) are not recorded as assets at 

The City Marshal does not employ the encumbrance system of accounting 

E. Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations that have an estimated 

useful life greater than one year (General Fixed Assets) are accounted for in the 
General Fixed Assets Account Group , rather than in the governmental funds . These 
assets are maintained on the basis of original cost and no depreciation is computed or 
recorded thereon . The Marshal does not have public domain or infrastructure outlays . 
The City Marshal does not capitalize interest costs incurred on fixed assets . 

The account group is not a "fund ." It is concerned only with the measurement of 
financial position , not with the measurement of results of operations. 

F . Budqet 

The City Marshal adopts a budget at the beginning of each year on a basis 
consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 

O . Investments and Cash 

Louisiana statutes authorize the City Marshal to invest in United States bonds, 
treasury notes or certificates, time certificates of deposit in state and national 
banks, or any other federally insured investment. 

H . A nnual ~ ick Leav~ 

A ll annual leave accumulated in 1998 was converted to sick leave on Decerid~er 31, 
1998. Sick leave is paid upon retirement or death, up to a maximum of 240 hours at a 
rate computed by taking the current monthly salary provided by the Ope]ousas City 
Marshal, and dividing that amount by 160 hours. Accrued compensated absences are not 
material at Decemb er 31, 1998 and thus are not recorded in these financial statements. 



OPEI,O[LqAS C ITY MA RSNA 

O PELO[TRAS . LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
I]FJ/'.b]M BER 31 . 199~ 

IE 

I . Accounts Recelvab ]e 

The accounts receivable account represents fines receivable, salary reimbursement 
citation mileage, and juvenile mileage. 

The fines receivable amount represents 
for the month of December but not remitted 

fines collected by the Opelousas City Court 
to the City Marshal until January . 

The salary reimbursement receivable represents the amount the City Marshal is 
reimbursed each month for salaries. The reimbursement is usually received during the 
month the expense is incurred . 

The citation mileage and juvenile mileage 
Opelousas City Court for costs incurred by the 
a mileage recap is sent to Opelousas City Court 
the following month . 

J , Total Columns on Conta ined Statements 

receivables are reimbursements by the 
City Marshal's employees . Each month 
for the reimbursement which is made in 

Total columns on the comb ined statements a~e captioned "Memorandum Only " to 
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis . Data in these 
columns do not present financial position or results of operations in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a 
consolidation . Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this 
data . 

NOTE (2) - CASH 

Cash consists of 2 demand deposit accounts . At year-end , the carrying amount of 
the City Marshal's cash accounts was $41,376. The bank balance of cash was $44,720 . 

The cash was{ covered by federal deposit insurance. 

NOTE (3) - 

Receivables at December 31, 1998 consist of the following 

Fines 
Salary reimb ursement - D .A 
Citation mileage 
Juvenile mileage 

$7,067 
2,230 

207 
17 

9,521 



OPELOUSAS CITY MARSHA 
OPELOUSAS LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 . 1998 

NOTE (4) - CHAN GES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets is as follows 

Automobiles 
Equipment 

Totals 

Balance Balance 

1/1/98 Additions Retirements 12/3]/98 

$24,899 
6 ,358 

$2,565 $7,800 
3 ,148 

$19,664 
9,506 

The beginning balance has been corrected to reflect prior year dispositions 

The land and building in which the Opelousas City Marshal operates, are provided 
by and currently owned by the City of Opelousas, Louisiana. 
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We have performed the procedures included in the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and 
enumerated below, which were agreed to by the management of Opelousas City Marshal and 
the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating 
management's assertions about the 0pelousas City Marshal's compliance with certain laws 
and regulations during the year ended December 31, 1998 included in the accompanying 
Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was 
performed in accordance with standards established by the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the 
responsibility of the specified users of the report. Consequently , we make no 
representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below either for 

the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 

Public Bid Law 

exceeding 
purchases 

No expenditures were made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $15,000 

or for public works exceeding $i00,000. 

f 

2 . Obtain from management a list of the immediate family memb ers of each board member 
as defined by LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside 
business interests of all board members and employees, as well as thei~ inlmediate 

families. 

Management provided us with the required list including the noted information . 

3. Obtain from management a listing of all employees paid during the period under 

examination . 

Management provided us with the required list 

of the employees included on the list of employees provided by management agreed- 
procedure (3) appeared on the list provided by management in agreed-upon procedure 

4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Teletax 318-948-6t09 



Opelousas City Marshal 
Page 2 

Budqetina 

5 . Obtain a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendments 

]1 

Management provided us with a copy of the 1998 budget. There were no amendments to the 
budget during the year . 

6 . Trace the budget adoption and amendments to the minute book 

The Opelousas City Marshal is an independently elected city official and thus does not 
have monthly meetings or minutes. No amendments were made to the budget during the 

year . 

7 . Compare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures to determine if actual revenues failed to meet budgeted revenues by 
5% or more or if actual expenditures exceed budgeted amounts by 5% or more. 

We compared the revenues and expenditures of the budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures . Actual revenues did not fail to meet the budgeted revenues and actual 
expenditures did not exceed budgeted amounts by 5% or more . 

Accountino and Renortinm 

8 . Randomly select 6 disbursements made during the period under examination and 

a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper amount and payee 

We examined supporting documentation for each of the 6 selected disbursements and found 
that paym ent was for the proper amount and made to the correct payee . 

b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general 
ledger account; and 

A ll of the payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account 

c) determine whether paym ents received approval from proper authorities 

Inspection of documentation supporting each of the 6 selected disbursements indicated 
approval from the independently elected official. 

MeetJnqs 

9. Examine evidence indicating that agendas for meetings recorded in the minute book 
were posted or advertised as required by LSA RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open 
meetings law). 

The Opelousas City Marshal is an independently elected official and does not have 
monthly meetings . 

Debt 

i0. Examine bank deposits for the period under examination and determine whether any 
such deposits appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 



Ope]ousas City Marshal 
Page 3 

12 

We inspected copies of all bank deposit slips for the period under examination and 
noted no deposits which appeared to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like 
indebtedness . 

Advances and Bonuses 

Ii. Examine payroll records and minutes for the year to determine whether any paytnents 
have been made to employees which may constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

We inspected payroll records for the year and noted no instances which would indicate 
pa~ nents to employees which would constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

Summary of Prior Year Findinms 

Our prior year report, dated August 31, 
Reporting" section . All comments have 

We were not engaged to , and did not, 
would be the expression of an opinion 
not express such an opinion . Had we 
might have come to our attention that 

1998, included comments in the "Accounting and 
been resolved . 

perform an examination, the objective of whSch 
on management 's assertions. Accordingly , we do 
performed additional procedures, other matters 
would have been reported to you . 

This report is intended solely for the use of management of the Opelousas City Marshal 
and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those who 
have not agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of the 
procedures for their purposes. However, this report is a matter of public record and 
its distribution is not limited . 

Ope]ousas, Louisiana 
February 4, 1999 
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LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

These representations are based on the information available to us as of (date of 

Public Bid Law 

It is true that we have com plied with the public bid law, LSA-RS "Idle 38:2212, and, where applicable, the 
regulations of the Division of Adm inistration, State Purchasing Office.. 

Yes [~JNo [ ] 
Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Em ployees 

It is true that no em ployees or offi cials have accepted  anything of value, whether in the form  of a se rvice 

loan, or promise, 1tom anyone lhal would const'~'d,e a v~o'~a't~on ol L~A,-~.% 42:~'=01-~124/  
Yes[L,"J No[ ] 

It is tru e that no m em ber of the im mediate family of any m ember of the govern 
executive of the govern mental entity, has be en employed by the govern mental 
under circum stance s that would co nStitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1119. 

chief 
1980, 

Budgeting 

W e have complied  with the state budgeting requirements of the Loca l Government Budget Act (LSA-R$ 
39:1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. J  

Yes [~  No [ ] 

LOU ~ NA OOV'~RNMENTAL AUDIT OUIOE 

p̂ ~E 70 



Accounting and Reporting 

All non-exem pt govern m ental records are available as a public reco rd and have been re tained for at least 

three years, as required by LSA-RS 44:1, 44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. /  
Yes[~JNo[ ] 


