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FIN A N CIA L SE C TIO N  



S TAGNI & C OM PANY, LLC  

M em bers of tile Board 
Seventeenth Judicial District Indigent D efender Board 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

W e have com piled  the accom panying general-purpose financial slatem enls as identified  
in the table of contents of tile Seventeenth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board, 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana, as of and for year the ended Decem ber 31, 1999, in 
accordance w ith Statem ents on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued  by 
the A m erican Institute of Certified Public A ccountants. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presenting in the form  of financial statem ents and 
supplem entary infonnation, inform ation that is the representation of m anagem ent of tile 
Seventeenth Judicial District Indigent Del~nder Board, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana. W e 
have not audited or reviewed the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents and 
supplem entary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any olher form 
of assurance on them . 

In accordance with the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and
. the provisions of stale 

law , w c have issued a report dated A pril 7, 2000, on the results of out" agreed -upon 
proced ures. 

_%,.~.z & Co,he..~ 

Thibodaux, Louisiana 
April 7, 2000 
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Seventeenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
Lafourche Parish. Louisiana 

Com bined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Groups 
Decem ber 31. 1999 

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 
Assets: 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Due from other governments: 
Lafourche Parish Sheriff 
Lafourche Parish District Attorney 
City Court of "rhibodaux 

Fixed Assets 

LIABILITIE.; AND FUND EQ UITY 
Liabilities: 
Due to em ployees 

~ Total liabilities 

Equity and other credits: 
Inveslm ent in general fixed assets 
Fund balances - unreserved, undesignated 

Governm ental 
Fund 

G enera 
Fund 

$ 236,336 

28.040 
138 

3.320 

$ 267.834 

7 
7 

$ 
$ 

Account 
Group 
G eneral 
Fixed 

Assels 

Total 

(Memorandum 
Only) 

$ 236.336 

28,040 
138 

3,320 
92,679 92,679 
92,679 $ 360,513 

$ 92,679 $ 92,67g 
267.827 267.827 

$ 267,834 $ 92,679 $ 360,513 

See accountant's com pilation report and notes to financial statements 
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Seventeenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance- 
Budget and Actual - General Fund 

For the Year Ended December 31, 1999 

REVENUES 
Court cost on fu~es end |orleituree 
Grant income 
Restitution 
Interest Income 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Current: 
Salaries and related benefits 
Panel attorneys and expert witness fees 

Pension 
Legal and accounting 
Insurance 
Office supplies 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Advertising 
Dues and subscriptions 
Investigator expense 
Tlavel, conventions, and trainin9 
Rent 
Telephone 
M iscellaneous 
Total current expenditures 

Capital Outlay 
Total expenditures 

EXCESS (Deficiency) Of: REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINN|NG OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

Budget Actual 

$ 255,000 
40,000 
10,000 
3.968 

308.968 

220,790 
32,000 
5,128 
3,000 
6,200 
13,550 
2,000 
1,500 
1,600 
5,000 
1,500 

5,400 
3,500 
8OO 

301,968 
7.000 

308.968 

164,593 

$ 164,593 

$ 357,002 
44,852 
10,907 
4,890 

417.651 

232,951 
36,166 
5,429 
3,000 
5,951 
10,307 
2,740 
1,331 
1,300 
753 
416 

5,400 
3,800 
424 

309,968 
4,449 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

108.683 

(12,161) 
(4,166) 
(3oi) 

249 
3,243 

(740) 
169 
3O0 

4,247 
1.084 

(300) 
376 

(8,000) 
2.551 

314,417 (5,449) 

103,234 103,234 

164+593 

$ 267,827 

See accountant's compilation report and notes to financial statem ents 
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$ 103,234 



1NTI~,O I)UC I'IO N 

SF. J/EN TEEN TIt JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN D IGEN T D E FEN D E R B OA RD  
LAFO UR CItE I'ARISiI, LO UISIANA 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

The Seventeenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board (the Board), Lafourche 
Parish, l.ouisiana is established in com pliance w ith Louisiana Revisexl Statutes 
15:14,1-149. Its puq)ose is to provide and com pensate counsel appointed to represent 
indigents in crim inal and quasi-crim inal eases before ~he Seventeenth Judicial District 

Courts and the City Court of Thibodaux. The judicial district eneolnpasses the l'arish 
of 1.al'ourche. There are five m em bers of the Board appointed by the Judges of the 
district. None of the board m em bers are com pensated. Revenues to finance the 
Board's operations are provided prim arily from  court cost, fines and forfeitures of 
bonds im posed by the courts. In the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999, 2281eases were 
opened . A t Decem ber 31, 1999, the Board em ployed nine em ployees w ho include the 
chief indigent defender, four assistant indigent defenders, an office 
m anager/investigator, and three secretaries. 

A 

SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTING PO LICIES 

B asis of presentation 
The accom panying general-purpose financial statem ents of the Seventeenth 
Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, Lafourdm Parish, Louisiana have 
been prcp.ared  in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles 

(GAAP) as applied to govenunental units. The Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for 
estahtishing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

R eporting entity 

Govcrnm ental Accounting Standards Board Statcm ent N o. 14 "The Financial 
Repelling Entity", sets forth the standards for defining and presenting the 
reporting entity in financial statem ents. To fairly present the financial 
posilion and results of operations of the financial reporting mllily, a 
governm ent m ust determ ine whether its reporting entity consists of only the 
legal entity know n as the "prim ary govern m ent" or one or m ore organizations 
called "com ponent units." 



SE VEN TEEN Tlt JUD ICIAL D 1SI~ IC T 
IND IGEN T D EFEN D ER B OA RD 
LA FO UR CItE PARISlt, LO UISIANA 

Notes to the Financial Statelnents (Continued) 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

1L Reporting entity (Coutiuucd) 

According to G ASBS No. 14, the Seventccnth Judicial Districl Indigent 
Defender Board, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana is considered a prim ary 
governm ent defined as any stale govennnent or general purpose local 
governm ent or a special purpose governm ent that m eets all of the following 
criteria: 

1) II has a separalely elected governing body; 

2) It is legally separatc 

II is fiscally independent of other state and local governm ents 

Inclusion of a "potential com ponent unit" in the prim ary govern m ent's 
reporting entity depends on whether the prim ary govermnent is financially 
accountable for the potential com ponent unit. The key criteria for deciding 
financial accountability are any one of the follow ing: 

b 

C 

Fiscal dependency of the potential com ponent unit on tile prim ary 
governlYIellt, or 

The primary government appoints a voting majority of lhc potential 
com ponent unit's governing body and: 

the prim ary governm ent can im pose its w ill on the potcntia 
com ponent unil and/or 

a financial benefit/burden relationship exists betwccn the 
prim ary governm ent and the potential com ponent unit; or 

Tile prim ary govermnent's financial statem ents would be m isleading 
or incom plete if the potential com ponenl unit were excluded. 



SE VEN TLZEN TH  JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT 
IN D IGEN T D E FEN D ER B OA RD 
LAFO UR CItE PARIStt, LO UISIANA 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POIACII~S (Contiuued) 

Reporting entity (Continued) 

The Seventeenth 3udicial D istrict lndigcnt Defender Board includes all fu nds, 
aecount groups and activities, et cetera, thai arc within lhe oversighl 
responsibility of the Seven/eeqlh Judicial District. Other local governm ents 
over w hich the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict Indigent I)efender Board 
exercises no oversight responsibility are excluded from lhe accom panying 
financial statem ents. These units arc considered separale reporting entities 
and issue financial statem ents separate from those of lhe Board. 

C . Fund accounting 

The board uses funds and account groups to report on ils financial position 
and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate 
legal com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions 
related to certain govern m ental functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. 
O n the other band, an account group is a financial reporting device designed 
to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded 
in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. 

D . Basis of accounting 

'l'he accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fu nd is 
delem ~ined by its m easurem ent focus. The General Fund is accounted for 
using a CUlTent financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ith Ibis 
m easurem ent focus, only current asscls and current liabilities arc generally 
included on the balance sheet. The operating statem ent presents increases and 
decreases in net current assets. The m odified accnml basis of accounting is 
used by the G eneral Fund. Tfie General Fund uses the following practices in 
recording revenues and expenditures: 



SI~VEN TEEN TII JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN I)IGEN T D F.FEN D E R B OA RD  
LA FO URCItE PARISIi, LO UISIANA 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING I'OI,ICIFS (C(mtinued) 

D. Basis of accounting (Continued) 

Revenues - Court cost, fines, and fnrfeiturcs revenue is recognized when they 
ale collected by the parish lax collcclors, district attorBcy, or the city, and are 
therefore available to pay current expenditures. The grant revenue is 
recognized  when available to pay current expenditures because it is a general 
grant fiom the Louisiana Indigent Defender Board and is not dependent on 
specific expenditures. A ll other revemm is recognized  when received. 

Expenditures - Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified 
accrued basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

A budget com m ittee prepares a balanced  operating budget that is then ratified 
by the full Board. This took place on the January 12, 1999 m eeting. The 
budget m ay be am ended during the year as conditions dictate so long as it 
rem ains in balance. O ne-half of prior year's appropriations autom atically 
renew each year w ithout any form al Board approval. 

Encum brances 

Encum brances represent com m itm ents related  to unperform ed contracts for 
goods and services, The board does not use encumbrancc accounting. 

G . C ash 

Cash includes am ounts in interest-bearing dem and deposits. Uuder state law , 
the board m ay deposit funds in dclnand deposits, interest-bearing dem and 
deposits, m oney m arket acco unts, or lim e deposils with slate banks organized 
under Louisiana law or any other slate of the U nited  States, or under laws of 
the United  States. 



SE VEN TEEN TH  JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT 
IN D IGEN T D E FEND ER B OARD 
LA IeO URCH E PARISIt, LO UISIANA 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Conlinued) 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

11. i'repaid item s 

The board does not record prepaid item s. Prepaid item s are recorded as 
expenditures when cash is paid. 

Fixed assets 

Fixed assets are recorded  as expenditures at the tim e purchased o1" consh'ucted, 
and the related assets are capitalized  in the general fixed assets account group. 
No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assels. A ll fixed assets 
purchased  after Decem ber 31, 1991 are valued  at historical costs. Fixed assets 
purchased  prior to January 1, 1992 are valued  at historical cost or estim ated  
cost if historical cost w as not available. 

Com pensated absences 

Employees of the board receive five (5) to twenty (20) working days of sick 
leave depending or their years of service and two (2) weeks of vacation leave 
each year after the em ployee has been em ployed  for a period of twelve 
m onths. Unused  leave m ay not be accum ulated  and is not paid upon 
tcrlnination or retirem ent; therefore, at D ecem ber 31, 1999, there are no leave 
benefils that arc required to be reported in accordance with GASB 
Codification C60 or GA BS Statem ent No. 16. 

K . T otal colum ns oll statem en! 

The total colum ns on the statem ents are captioned M em orandum Only to 
indicate that they are presented only lo facilitate financial analysis. Data in 
these colum ns do not present financial position or results of operations in 
c~)nfonnily w ith generally accepted accounting principles. N either is such 
data com parable to a consolidation, lnterfund elim inations have not been 
m ade in aggregation of this data. 



NO TE 2 

SE VEN TEEN TIt JUD ICIA L D ISTRICT 
IN D IGEN T D E FEN D ER  B OA R D  
LA FO UR CH E PARISIt, LO UISIANA 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

C ASIt A ND CASH EO UIVA LENTS 

At 1)eccmbcr 31, 1999, the board has cash and cash equivalents totaling $236,336 as 
follow s: 

ltibem ia intcrcst-bcaring checking account 
ltibernia m oney m arket account 
First A m erican Bank m oney m arket account 

$ 107,734 
62,543 
66,059 

Total $236
,336 

These deposits arc stated at cost, which approxim ates m arkct. Under state law , these 

deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by fed eral deposit insurance 
or the pled ge of securities owned by the fiscal argent bank. The m arket value of the 
pled ged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal the 
am onc,t on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities m ust be held in tim nam e of 
the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually 
acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1999, the board has $243,867 in deposits 
(collected bank balances). Of the $243,867, $166,059 was secured fi'om risk by 
fed eral deposit insurance, leaving the rem aining $77,808 unsecured. 

NO TE 3 DUE FRO M  O TH ER G O V ERN M ENTS 

The balance due fi'om other govennnents at December 31, 1999 of $31,498 is for 
conrl cosl, fines &  forfeitures due from other governm ental entitics. 

N OTE 4 C IIANG ES IN G ENER AL FIXED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Balance at Decem ber 3 l, 1998 
Additions 
Deductions 

Balance at Decem ber 31, 1999 

Fllrnilure, 
Equipm ent, 
And Library 

$ 88,230 
4,449 

0 

$ 92,679 



SI~VEN TEEN TIt JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN I)IGEN T D E FE N D ER B OA RD  
LAFO UR CItE PA RISII, LO UISIANA 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

NO TE 5 PENS/O N PLA N 

Plan Description. Substantially all employees of the Scvcnteenth Judicial District 
lndigenl Defender Board are m em bers of tile Parochial Em ployees P, elirenm nl 

System of Louisiana (the System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit 
pco sion plan adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. The System is com posed  
of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, w ith separate assets and bco efit provisions. 
A ( Decem ber 31, 1999, all em ployecs of the board were m em bers of Plan B. 

All perm anent em ployees working at least 28 hours per week whom are paid wholly 
or in part fi'oln parish funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate 
in the System . Under Plan B em ployees who retire at or after age 62 w ith at least 10 
years of cred itable service or at or after age 55 w ith at least 30 years of creditable 
service are entitled  to a retirem ent benefit, payable inonthly for life, equal to 2 per 
cent of their final-average salary in excess of $100 for each year of cred itable service. 
Furtherm ore, em ployees w ith at least l0 years of creditable service, but less than 30 
years, m ay take early retirem ent benefits ez)m m encing at or after age 60, w ith the 
basic benefit reduced 3 percent for eaeh year retirelnent precedes age 62. In any case, 
m ond~ly retirem ent benefits paid under Plan B cannot exceed  the lesser of 100 
percent of final-average salary of $70 m ultiplied by 'total yem's of creditable service. 
FJna)-.average salary is 1be em ployee's average salary ovvr the 36 consecutive or 

joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at 
least the am ount of creditable serv ice stated above and do not withdraw tlm ir 
em ployee contributions m ay retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit 
accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability 
benefits. Benefits are established or am ended by state statute. 

The System issues an annual lm M icly available financial report that includes financial 
statem ents and required supplem entary  information for the System . That report m ay 
be obtained  by writing Io the Parochial Em ployee's Retirem ent System , Posl Office 

Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. 

l,'undmg Policy. Under Plan B, m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 
2.0 percent of their annual covered  salaJy in excess of $1,200 and the board is 
required to contribute at an actuarially detennined rate. The current rate is 2.5 
percent of the annual covered  payroll. Contributions to the System also include one- 
fourth of one percent (except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes) of the taxes 
show n to be collectible by the lax rolls of each parish. These tax dollars are divided 
between Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on tbe salaries of tl)e acHve 
m elnbers of each plan. The contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the board 
are e,;tablished  and m ay be am ended by state statute. 



SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN D IGEN T D E FE N D ER B OA RD  
LA FO UR CItE ]:'A RISIt, LO UISIANA 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

NOTE 5 PENSION PLAN (Continued ) 

A s provided by l.ouisiana P, evised Statute 11:103, the em ployer contributions are 
determined by actual valualion and are subject to change each year based on tile 
results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The board's contributions to the 
System under Plan B for the years ending Decem ber 31, 1999, 1998, and 1997, were 
$5,429 (2 ~%), $5,127 (2 ~%), and $5,194 (2 ~%), respectively, equal to the 
requir,zd contributions for each year. 

NO TE 6 R ISK M ANAG EM ENT 

The S,3ventcenth Judicial District lndi~gent Defender Board is exposed to various risks 

of loss related to tort, theft of, damage to, and destruction of assets; injuring to 
em ployees. The Seventeenth Judicial D istrict Indigent l)cfender Board purchased  
com m ercial insurance policies for any and all claim s relating to the above types of 
risks. The Seventeenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's is only liable for 
the paym ent offlae deductible associated w ith the above types of risks. 

Settlem ents have not exceeded  insurance coverage in any of the three proceeding 

years. 

NO TE 7 LITIG ATIO N A ND C LA IM S 

A t Dc:cem ber 31, 1999, the board is involved in litigation, however, the chances of 
unfaw~rable outcom es arc negligible. 



A  GR E E D  UP O N  PR O CE D UR E S 



STAGNI & C OM PANY 13JC 

]NI)EPENDENT A CCO UNTA NT 'S R EPO R T O N A PPLYING 

AG REED-U PO N PR O CEI)U RES 

M em bers of tile Board 
Seventecnth Judicial District Indigent I)efcnder Board 
l.afourche Parish, Louisiana 
Thibodaux, Louisiana 

W e have perfonned  the proced ures included in the Louisiana Government Audit Guide and 
enmnerated below , which were agreed to by the m anagem ent of Seventeenth Judicial l)istrict 

Indigent l)efender Board, (the Board), 1.afourche Parish, Louisiana, and the Legislative Auditor, 
Slate of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating m anagcm ent's assertions about the 
Seventeenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, Lafourchc Parish, Louisiana's 
com pliance with cerlain laws and regulations during the year ended Decem ber31, 1999, included  

in the accompanying Louisiana Atteslalion Questionnaire. This agreed-upon proced ures 
engagem ent was perform ed in accordance w ith standards established  by the Am erican Institute 
of Certified  Public A ccountants. The sufficiency of these proced ures is solely the responsibility 
of the specitied users of the report. Consequently, w e m ake no representation regarding the 
sufficiency of the procedures described below either for the purpose for whicb this report has 
been requested or for any other purpose. 

Public Bid Law 

1. Select all cxpcnditurcs m ade during the year for m aterial and supplies cxcecding $15,000, or 
public works exceed ing $100,000, and determine whether such purchases were m ade in 
accordance with LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

The Board had no expeqditurcs during the year fox" m aterials and supplies exceeding $15,000 
or public works exceeding $100,000. 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials" and Public EmI*lol,ees 
2. Obtain flora m anagem ent a list of the im m ediate fam ily m em bers of each board m em ber as 

defined by I,SA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside business interests 
& all board m em bers and em ployees, as well as their im m ediate fam ilies. 

M anagem ent provided  us with the required list including the noted  inform ation 
12 
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M em bers of the Board 
Seventeenth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board 
Page 2 

3. Obtain from m anagem ent a listing of all em ployees paid duling the period under 
exam ination. 

M anagem cn~ provided  us with the required lisl 

4. Determ ine whether any of those em ployees included in the listing obtained  fi-om m anagem ent 

in agreed -upon procedure (3) were also included on the listing obtained fi'om management in 
agreed-upon procedure (2) as immediate family members. 

None of the employees included in the list of employees provided by management [agreed- 
upon procedure (3)] appeared on the list provided by management in agreed -upon proced ure 
(2). 

Budgeting 
5. Obtained  a copy of the legally adoptexl budget and all am endm ents 

M anagem ent provided us w ith a copy of the original budget. Thcre were no subsequent 
am endm ents to the budget during the year. 

6. Trace the budget adoption and am endm ents to the m inute book 

W e traced the adoption of the original budget to lhe m inutes of the m eeting held on January 
12,1999, which indicated  that the budget had been adopted by the board of the Seventeenth 
Judicial I)islrict Indigent Defender t3oard, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana by unanim ous vote. 
There w ere no am endm ents m ade to the budget during the year. 

Com pare the revenues and cxpcnditures of the final budget to aclual revenucs and 
expendilurcs to determine if actual revenues failed to m cct budgeted revenues by 5%  or m ore 
or if actual expenditures exceeded budgeted am ounts by 5%  or m ore. 

W e com l',ared  the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures. A ctual revenues and expenditures did not exceed budgeted am ounts by m ore 
than 5% . 

STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC 



M em bers of the Board 
Seventeenth .Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
Page 3 

Accounthlg ~,nd Reporting 
8. Random ly select 6 disbursem ents m ade during tile period under exam ination and 

(a) trace paynmnts to suppo,'ting doenmentation as to proper amount and payee, 

W e exam ined supporting docum entation for each of the six selected disbursem ents and 
found that paym ent w as for the proper am ount and m ade to the correct payee. 

(b) determine if payments were properly coded to tile cmTect fired and general led ger 
aCCOUnt, and 

W e found that all six selected disbursem ents w ere properly coded to the cmTect fund and 
general led ger account. 

(c) detemaine whether payments received approval from proper authorities, 

Inspection of docum entation supporting each of the six selected  disbursem ents indicated  each 
was approved by the proper authorities. 

M eetings 
9. Exam ine evidence indicating that agendas for m eetings recorded in the m inute book were 

posted or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (tile open meetings law). 

The Board provided evidence indicating that agendas for m eetings were posted or advertised 
as required . 

D ebt 
10. Exam ine bank deposits for the period under exam ination and determ ine whether any sud~ 

deposits appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, o," like indebtedness. 

W c inspected copies of bank deposits slips fi'om January 1, 1999 to Decem ber 31, 1999 and 
noted  no deposits which appeared to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 
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M em bers oflhe Board 

Seventeenth Judicial District lndigcnt Dcfendcr Board 
Page 4 

A dvat# ~e$" and Bon use.s" 
I 1. Exam ine payroll reco rds and m inutes for the year to determine whether any paym enls have 

been m ade which m ay constitute bonuses, advance, or gifts. 

A reading of the m inutes of the Board for the year indicated no approval for paym ents noted 
above. W e also exam ined payroll records for the year and noted no instances which would 
indicate paym ents to em ployees which would constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

Our prior year report, dated M arch 29, 1999, did not include any co m m ents or unresolved 
m ailers. 

W c were not engaged  to, and did nol; perform an examination, thc objective of which would be 
the expression of an opinion on m anagem ent's assertions. Acco rdingly, we do not express such 
an opinion, ltad w e performed additional procedures, other m atters m ight have co m e to our 
attenlion that would have been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent, the M em bers of Scvcuteenth Judicial 
District lndigcnl Defender Board, and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not 
be used by fllose w ho have nol agreed Io the procedures and taken responsibilily for the 
suffi ciency of the procedures for their purposes. H ow evcr, under stale law , this report is a m atter 
of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Thibodaux, Louisiana 
April 7, 2000 

STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC 



LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
(For Attestation Engagements of Governmen0 

Stagni &: C om pany, I,LC 
207 Lafaye Ave 
Thibodaux, LA 70301 

(Date Transmitted) 

In connection w ilh your com pilation of our financial statem ents as of Decem ber 31, 1999 
and for the year then ended, and as required by Louisimm Revised Statute 24:513 and tim 
Louisiaml Gove~TmlentalAudit Guide, we m ake the following representations to you. W e 
accept full responsibility for our com pliance w ith the following laws and regulation and 
the intern al controls over com pliance w ith such laws and regulations. W e have evaluatexl 
our com pliance w ith the following laws and regulations prior to m aking these 
rcpreset~lations. 

These representations are based on the information available to us as of 
JANU..A RY .. ~ _ 20_00 

l'ublic Bid l.,aw 
It is true that w e havc com plicd with lhe public bid law , LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, 

w here applicable, the regulations of the I)ivision of A dnfinistration, State Purchasing 
O ffice.. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 

Code of F, thics for Public O ffi cials and l'ublie Em ployees 
It is true that no em ployees or officials have accepted anything of value, whether in lhe 
fonn of a service, loan, or prom ise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of 
LSA-RS 42:1101-1124. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 
It is true that no m ember of the im m ediate fam ily of any m ember of the governing 
authority, or the chief executive of the govern m ental entity, has been employed by the 
governm ental entity after April 1, 1980, under circum stances that would constitute a 
violalion of I.SA -RS 42:1119. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 



Budgeting 
W e have com plied  w ith the state budgeting requirem ents of the Local Govermnent 

Budge! Act (LSA-RS 39:1301 - 14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. 
Yes[x] No[ ] 

Accounting and Reporting 
All non-exenal~t governm ental records are available as a public rccoM  and have been 
retained  for at least three years, as required  by I,SA -RS 44:1,44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 
W e have filed our amm al financial statem ents in accordance w ith LSA-P,S 24:514, 
33:463, and/or 39:92, as applicable. 

Yes[x ]No[ ] 
W e have had our financial statem ents audited or com piled in accordance with 1,SA-RS 
24:513. 

Yes[x ]No[ ] 

M eetings 
W e have cxmlplied  w ith the provisions of the Open M eetings Law, providexl in P,S 42:1 
through 42:12. 

Yes[X] No[ ] 

It is true wc have not incurred  any indebtedness, olher than credit for 90 days or less to 
m ake purdmses in the ordinary course of adm inistration, nor have w e entered into any 
lease-purchase agreem ents, without the approval of the State Bond Com m ission, as 
provided by Article VII, Section 8 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, M licle VI, Section 
33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and ] ,SA -RS 39:1410.60-1410.65. 

Yesix]No[ ] 

A dvances and BollUSeS 
It is true we have not advanced  wages or salaries to em ployees or paid bonuses in 
violation of Article VI1, Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-RS 14:138, 
and A G opinion 79-7,29. 

Yes[X] No[ ] 



W e have disclosed to you all known noncom pliance of the foregoing laws and 
regulalions, as well as any eonlradietions to the foregoing represenialions. W e have 
m ade awdlable to you docum entation relating to the foregoing laws and regulations. 

W e have provided  you w ith any Com m unications from regulatory agencies or other 
sources concerning any possible noncom pliance with the foregoing laws and regulations, 
including any com m unications received between the end of the period under exam ination 
and the issuance of this report. W e acknowledge our responsibility to disclose to you any 
known noncom pliance that m ay occur subsequent to the issuance of your report. 

~ 7a~~-~  
. D ate 

D E~I~S / O .@~,~ _/ S col elaly___ lJ_!_l ~QO 0 
Treasurer 

President 1/11/2000 Date 


