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] lonorable Robert E. Treuting, M .D. 
JEFFEI~SO N I'AR 1Sll CO R O NI,'I~?S O FFICE 

J~dermndenl A udilor's Reporl 

W e have audited lbe general purpose financial statements of the JEFFERSON PAR1SII 
CO R O N ER 'S O FFICE as of 1)ecem ber 31, 1998, and for the years ended l)ecem ber 31, 1998 and 1997 
as listed ill tile table of contents. These general purpose financial statenm nts are the responsibility of the 
JFFFEI,ISO N PAIlISI]I CO RONER'S O FFICE managem enl. Our responsibility is to express an 
opiilion o1~ llmse general pro-pose financial slalem enls based oll our audil. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing slandards and lhe 
slandards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing ,~'tandards, issued by the 
Com plroller General of the United States. Those standards require thai we plan and perform the audit lo 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether tim general purpose financial statem ents are fi'ee of m aterial 
m isslatem cnt. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting tile amounls and 
disclosures in tile financial statem ents. A n audit also includes assessing tile accounting principles used 
and significant estim ates m ade by nlanagem e~lt, as well as evaluating Ihe overall financial statem ent 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, tile general ptupose financial statem ents referred to above present faM y, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the JEFFER SO N I'AR1SII CO RO N EII.'S O FI~'ICIe. as of 
l)ecem ber 31, 1998, and the results of its operations for tile two years 0ran ended in COllform ity w ith 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance w ith GovernmentalAuditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated June 
4, 1999 oil our consideration of tile JEFFER SO N PA R ISll CO R O N ER 'S O FFIC E 's internal control 
over financial reporting and our test of its colnpliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
eoi'draets alld grants. 

June 4, 1999 

A l'rofessional A ccounting Corporalio 

A Plofcssiolaa[ Accotllaillg Coll)Olaliol~ 
800 Two I.akcway (~(.ll[('l 38S0 N. (;il[Isckvily Blvd. Mctaitit', I.A 70(102 (5()'i) 835 5522 lAX (504) 835 5535 

724 1'1 l~oslon ,qilt't'l, (~ovil/,gtOl], 1.A 7(1433 (504) 892-5850 FAX (504) 892 5956 
] Mail Addl'css: lapol~t,@lapollc.conl hllclllCl Adthcss: ]lttp://www.lapotte.coln/ 

~~'111~~'1 ()l AICPA I)ivisioll I~)l CPA Fitll]S ]'[ivalc COIllp3I/ics ]'1 t(li(t" Set tio1/ and S]((] ]'la(li((' Scdlion 
lnlt'tllati(inal Affiliafil)o w ith Ac(otlnting Filllls Ass{itialcd, Inc 



ASSETS 

JEIqq'~RSO N PA I/ISII CO RO N I']I~.'S O FFIC I'~ 

CO M I}INEI) I}ALANC E SItEET 
ALL I"UNI) TYI)ES AND ACCO UNT (;RO UI'S 

l)eeelnber 31, 1998 

Cash 

I,I.eceivables: 

Ad Valorem Taxes (Net of Allowance 
for Uncollectible Taxes of $85,24 I) 

Slate Revenue Sharing 

()|her 
l,and, Buildings, l:quipnlent 

and Autom obiles 
Am ounl. 1o be Provided for Retirem ent 

of G eneral 1.ong-Term Obligations 

IAAIIILITIES AND F[INI) EQUITY 

Lia bililies 

Bank O vcldlafl 

Accotm l.s Payable 

Accrued Expenditures 
l.ong-Tenn Debt Payablc 

Fund Equity 

]llVestlnelllS ill General Fixed Assets 

Fund Balances - Unreserved - 
Undesignated 

Total Fund Fquity 

General 

Govern m ental 

Aecounl Groups 

6,326 $ 

2,327,231 

70,765 

27,389 

$ 2.431.711 

251.816 

2.179.895 

2.179.895 

Genela 

Fixed 

Assets 

6.114.234 

(ieneral 
1 ,oilg-Terlll 

Debt Tola 

$ $ 6,326 

392,303 

2,327,231 

70,765 

27,389 

6,114,234 

392,303 

$ 6,114,234 $ 392,303 $ 8,938,248 

6,114,234 

6,114,234 

$ 3,307 
140,157 

108,352 
392,303 392,303 

392.303 644.119 

6,114,234 

2,179,895 

8,294,129 

$ 2,431,711 $ 6,114,234 $ 392,303 $ 8,938,248 

The accom panying notes are an integral pall of these financial statem ents 
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JEI~'FI,~R SO N PA R 1Stl C O R O N ER 'S O FFIC E 
NO TES TO FINA NCIA I~ STATEM ENTS 

N O TE A 
SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICA NT A CC O UNTING PO LICIES 

As provided by Article V . Section 29 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, Coroners 
are elected by the voters of each parish for lerm s of four years. They m ust be a licensed 
physician, except in any parish ill which no licensed physician w ilt accept the office. The 
Coroner's office holds inquests and investigates all cases of sadden death, deaths due to 
unknown causes, deaths w ithout attending physicians or other rem edial trcatlnents, or deaths in 
which there is suspicion as to the cause of death. In addition, the coroner has the right to order 
an aulopsy in ally instauce where he feels it is necessary to determ ine the cause of death. 

U nlike other parish Coroners, whose operations are funded prim arily by resources of lhc 
parish governing authority, the operations of the JEFFERSO N PAR1SII CO RONER'S 

OFFICE's 0he "Coroner's Office") are fimded primarily with Ad Valorem taxes that arc paid 
directly to that offi ce as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1621. 

Ill April of 1984, tile Financial Accounting Foundation established thc Govcrnmeldal 

Accounting Standards Board (GASB) to promulgate generally accepted accounting principles 
and reporting standards w ith respect to activities and transactions of states and local 
govcrmnenlal chillies. 3"he GASB has issued a codification of governm ental accounting and 
financial reporting standards. This codification and subsequent GASB pronouncem ents are 
recognized as generally accepted accounting prirlciplcs for state and local governm ent. The 
accom panying financial statem ents have been prepared in accordance w ilh such principles. 

I~,I,3'O RTI NG F, NTITY 
For financial reporting purposes, in conform ance w ith G A SB Statem ent ld, the 

Coroner's O ffi ce includes all funds, account groups and activities that are controlled by the 

Coroner as an iudcpeudently elected parish official, As an independently elected parish offi ciak 
the Coroner is solely responsible for the operations of his office, which include the hiring ol 
retentioll of em ployees, arrthority over" budgeting, responsibility for deficits aud the reccip! al~d 
disbursem ent of fim ds. Accordingly, the Coroner's O ffice is a separate governm eldal reporting 
entity. Certain units of local government over which the Coroner exercises no oversight 
responsibility, such as the parish council, parish school board, other independently elected 
parish officials and m unicipalities w ithin tile parish are excluded from the accompanying 
financial statem ents. These units of governm ents are considered separate reporting entities and 
issue financial statem ents separate from lhat of the Coroner's Office. 

A CCO UNTING ESTIM ATES 
The preparation of financial statem ents in conform ity w ith generally accepted 

aceouufillg principles requires ulauagellleut to m ake estim ates and asslllnptious that affect tile 
reported am ounts of assets and liabilities and the reported am ounts of rcvcm les and expenses 
during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estim ates. 



JI';EFEI~SO N PAR1SIt CO 1/,O NER 'S O FFICE 
NO TES TO EINA NC IA L STATEM ENTS 

N O T E A 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING I:'OLICIES (Continued) 

EUN I) A CCO UNTING 
'l'hc aceotmts of the Coroner's Office arc organized oil the basis of a fund (General 

Fund) and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The 
operations of the General Fund arc accounted for w ith a separate set of self-balancing accounts 
that com prises its assets, liabilities, fired equity, revenues and expenditures. The General Fund is 
the general operating fired of the Coroner's ()ffi ce and accounts for all financial activities. 

G EN FR AL FIX ED ASSETS AND LO N G -TEI~,M  O BI,IG ATIO N S 
Fixed assets arc accounted for in the General Fixed A ssets Account Group, raffler than in 

the General Fund. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assels 
arc rained at historical cost. Long-term obligations arc accounted for in the General Long-Ternl 
D ebt Account G roup, not in the General Fund. The two account groups are not fimds. They arc 
concerned only w ith tile m easurenlellt of financial position, not w ith tile nleastlrclllent of results 
of operations. 

BA SIS O F A CCO UNTING 
Basis of accounting refers to w llen revenaes and expenditures arc recognized ill the 

accounts and reported in tile financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to tile lim ing ofthc 
nleasurcm ents m ade, regardless of the m easurement focus applied. The General Ftmd is reported 
using a flow of current financial resources measurement focus. The Coroner's Offi ce's accounts 
arc m ainlaincd oil a cash basis of accounting, ltowever, tile General Ftmd reported in tile 
accom panying financial statem ents has been converted to tile m odified accrnal basis of 
accounting using the follow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

|~.ev('lllleS 

Ad Valorem taxes and tile related state revenue sharing are recorded in the year the taxes 
are assessed. Ad Valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, bccollle dl.le ca N ovcnlbcr 
15 of each year, and are considered delinquent on Decem ber 31. The taxes are generally 
collected in Decem ber of the current year and January and February of the cilsning year. 

hltercst incolllC Oil tim e deposits is recorded "~vhell tile finle deposits have nlattlred and 
nlerest is available. 

Substantially all other rcvelm es are recognized when they bccolne both m casnrablc and 
available to finance expenditures of the fiscal period. 

Expenditures 
Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting 

w hen the related liability is incurred, except for principal aad interest ou general long-term 
obligations, w hich are recognized when due. 



JEFFERSO N PAI~ISI| CO RO NER'S O FFICE 
N O TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

N O TF A 

SUM M ARY OF S1GNIFICANI" ACCOUNTING I'OLICIES (Continued) 

llUI)G ET PRACTICES 
The Coroner's O ffice adopts an annual budget for the General Ftm d oil a m odified 

accrual basis of accounting. A ll appropriations lapse at year end. The budget was not alnended 
during tire years ended Decem ber 31, 1998 and 1997. 

ENC UM  IIR AN CES 
Encum brance accounting is not utilized by the Coroner's Offi ce 

CASII AND INVESTM ENTS 
Under stale law, the Coroner's Offi ce m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest 

bearing demand deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits w ith slate banks organized 
under Louisiana law or national banks having their offices in Louisiana. At l)ecember 31, 1998, 
tire Coroner's Office has cash (book balance) totaling $3,019 (net of overdraft of $3,307). 

Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by 
Federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by tile fiscal agent bank. The m arket 
value of the pledged securities plus the Federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal the 

mnotml on deposit with the fiscal agent. Deposits (bank balance) at December 31, 1998 are 
categorized as follow s: 

Bank Balance (Category 1) 

Category 1 includes bank balances w hich are insured by tile Federal l)cposit Insurance 
Com pany. 

l)uring 1997, the Coroner's O ffice invested in U .S. Trcasuc~ Bills. These investm ents 
are considered to be Category 2 investm ents that are uninsured w ith securities held by the fiscal 
agent or its trust departm ent ill the Coroner's nam e. A s of l)ecem ber 31, 1998, no Category 2 
inveslnlents were owned by lhe Coroner's Office. 

V A C A TIO N A N D SIC K  LEA V E 
Em ployees of tire Coroner's O ffice earn Ilfirty-five days of vacation and sick leave each 

year. Vacation and sick leave m ust be taken in the year earned. 

Upon term ination of em ploym ent, all unused vacation and sick leave is forfeited. There 
is no liability for unused leave payable at l)eeem ber 31, 1998. 

N O TI," II 
LEV IED 'rA XES 

Tile Coroner's O ffice was authorized and has levied a .56 m ill Ad Valorem tax. Starting 
in 1990, an additional Ad Valorem tax of one m ill was authorized to extend for a period often 
years, for the purpose of acquiring, constructing, im proving, providing, m aintaining or operating 
forensic m edical facilities. Accordingly, the Coroner's O ffice was authorized and has levied a 
1.56 m ill A d V alorem lax for 1990 and subsequent years. 

6 



JFFFEI,tSO N I'A R 1S]I C O R O N I"R 'S O FlrlC E 
N O TES TO FIN A N C IAl, STA TEM EN TS 

N ()'1'1,~ C 
C I IAN G ES 1N G ENERA L FIX EI) A SSETS 

A summary of changes iu general fixed assets (equipment and automob 

l~alance, January 1,1997 
AdditioJis: 

~993 
1998 

F, etirem euts 
1997 
1998 

l:~alanee, Decem ber 31, 1998 

G eneral fixed assets consist of the follow ing 

A utom obiles 
Furniture, Fixtures and Equipm ent 
Land and Building 

ilvestulenl iu General Fixed A ssets 

cs) follows: 

$ 5,705,661 

]92,602 
259,176 

19,410 
23.795 

$ 60 14,234 

$ 263,646 
792,006 

__ 5,058,582 

$ 6,114,234 

N O TE D 

PENSION PLAN: PAROCIIIAL EM I'LOYEES' RETIREM ENT SYSTEM (PEltS) 

Plan l)eseription and l'rovisions: 

All of the Coroner's Office's fidl time employees (28 hours or morc per week) 
patlicipate in the I~ERS, a m ultiple-em ployer, cost-sharing pension plan. The IW, RS is com posed 
of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, w ith separate assets and benefit provisions. All 
em ployees of the Coroner's Office are m em bers of Plan A. Total payroll, which equals covered 
payroll, for 1998, 1997, and 1996 was $966,131, $931,523, and $849,313, respectively. 

criteria 

Em ployees are eligible for norm al retirem ent providing they m eet oue of thc following 

I. Any age with thirty (30) or more years of creditable service 
2. Age 55 with tweuty-five (25) years of creditable service. 
3. Age 60 wilh at least ten (10) years of credilable service. 



JI~;FIrI~;R SO N PA R 1SI1 C O I~,O N ER 'S O FIqC E 
N O TES TO FINA N C IA L STA TEM ENTS 

N ()TE 1) 

PENSION PLAN: PAROCIIIAI~ EM PI~OYEES' RETIREM ENT SYSTEM (PEIIS) 
(Continued) 

Plan l)cscription and Provisions: (Continued) 

The am ount of tile retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for lifc is equal to three percent 
of the m em ber's final-average salary m ultiplied by each year of creditable scrvice. Ilowever, for 
those em ployees who were m em bers of the supplem ental-plan-only prior to Jam mry 1, 1980, the 

benefit is equal to one-percent of final average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental- 
plan-only service earned prior to January 1, 1980 and three-percent of final salary nm ltiplied by 
each year of credible service after January 1, 1980. The retirem ent benefit m ay not exceed the 
greater of either onc-hundred-percenl of an em ployee's final salary or the final-average salary. 

Filml average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined monlhs 
that produce the highest average. Final salmT is the em ployee's salary over the last twelve 
m onths of service. 

In lieu of term inating em ploym enl and accepting a service retirement allowance, any 
m em ber of the plan w ho has been an active contributing m em ber fox" one full ycar after 
becom ing eligible for norm al retirem ent m ay elect to participate in the deferred retirem ent oplion 

plan (DROP) for up to two years and defer the receipt of benefits. Upon commencement of 
participation in the plan, m em bership in lhe System term inates, l)uring participation in the plan, 
em ployer contril)utions are payable but em ployee contributions cease. 

D isability Benefits 
A m em ber is eligible to retire and receive disability bcucfits if he has at least 5 years of 

creditable service, is not eligible for normal retirement and suffers disability which has been 
cer|ified by the State M edical D isability Board. The rate is three-percent of the m em ber's final 
com pensation m ultiplied by his years of creditable service under certain conditions outlined in 
the statutes. 

Survivor's Benefits 
Upon the death of a mem ber with 5 or m ore years of creditable service, the I'lan provides 

benefits fox- surviving spouses and m inor children. Under certain conditions outlined in the 
statutes, lhe benefits range fi'om 30 to 60 percent of the m ember's final com pensation. 

If a m em ber's em ploym ent is term inated before the m em ber is eligible under PI';RS, the 
m em ber shall receive a retired of his m em ber contributions. 

The Plan issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial 
statem ents and required supplem entary inform ation for the Plan. Tlmt report m ay be obtained by 
writing to tim Parochial Em ployees' Retirem ent System of l~ouisiana, P.O . Box 14619, Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana, 70808-4619, or by calling (225) 928-1361. 



JEFFER SO N I'AR1SIt CO RO NER 'S O FFIC E 
NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

N ()TE 1) 

PENSION I'LAN: I'AROCIIIAL EM F'LOYEES' RETIREM ENT SYSTEM (I'ERS) 
(Continued) 

Description of Funding Policy 
Contributions to tile System include one-fourth of one-percent of tile taxes shown lo be 

collectible by the tax rolls of each parish, except Orleans and East Baton F, ouge Parishes. For 
1998 and 1997, lhe actuarially determ ined em ployer contributions were 5.50%  and 7.75% , 
respectively. The em ployees' contribution portion was 9.50%  for 1998 and 1997. 

The Coroner's contribution requircmcnts for 1998, 1997, and 1996 were $84,349 
$90,162, and $61,575 respectively. 

The amouut reported below as "pension benefit obligation" is a standardized disclosure 

measurc of tile present value of pension benefits, adjusted for file effects of projeelcd salary 
increases and any step-rate benefits estim ated to be payable in the future as a result of em ployee 

service to date. The measure is the actuarial present value of credited projected benefits and is 
intended to assist users in assessing the plan's funding status on a going-concern basis, assess 
progress m ade in accum ulating sufficient assets to pay benefits w hen due, and m ake 
com parisons am ong govern ment pension plans and employers. The System does not conduct 
separate m easurem ents of assets and pension obligations for individual em ployers. The pension 
benefit obligation at December 31, 1997 for the System as a whole, determ ined through an 
actuarial valuation performed as of that date, was $881,981,793. The net assets available for 
benefits on lhat date (valued at market) were $984,130,819. The Coroner's contribution 
represented .66%  of total actuarial contributions required. 

N O 'I'F F 
LFA SFS 

The Coroner's O ffice recorded tile follow ing capital leases for equipm ent as an asset and 
an obligation in the accom panying financial statem euls. At Decem ber 31, 1998, capital leases 
consist of automobiles and equipment with a recorded value of $351,523. The following is a 
schedule of future m inim um lease paym ent value of the net m inim um lease paym ents, as of 
I)eeem ber 31, 1998: 

Year Ending 

1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 

~lesell[ vahle Ofllet ulinilllUlll lease paynlents 

Autom obiles 

$ 92,303 



JI,;FFER SO N I'A RISIt CO RO NER 'S O FFICE 
NO TES TO FINA NCIAl. STATEM ENTS 

NO TE F 
CIIAN G FS IN G ENERAL LO N G -TERM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

During 1996, the Jefferson l)arish Council agreed to loan the Coroner's Officc $800,000 
to aid ill tile com pletion of tire new Forensic M edical Facility. As of Decem ber 31, 1998, 
$300,000 remains due and is payable ill 1999. 

The follow ing is a sum mary of the long-term obligation transactions resulting from tire 
ssuance of debt agreem ents for the two years ended Decem ber 31, 1998: 

Long-Term Obligations at January 1, 1997 
Additions- 1997 
l)educdons - 1997 

l.ong-Term Obligations at January 1, 1998 
Additions- 1998 
Deductions- 1998 

l,ong-Term Obligations at Decem ber 31, 1996 

$ 841,402 
325,583 
227,686 

939,299 
87,875 
63d.871 

39~ 303 

NOTE G 
LITIG A TIO N 

At Decem ber 31, 1998, tire Coroner's Office is involved in a num ber of law suits. 
1 lowcvcr, in the opinion of the Coroner's legal counsel, resolution of these lawsuits w ould not 
involve arty m aterial liability Io the Coroner's O ffice. 

N (ITE 11 
EXCESS O F EX PENDITUI~.ES O VER AI'IqlO PR1ATIO NS 

The Coroner's Office had expenditures in excess of appropriations of $232,116 and 
$68,488 for the years ended December 31, 1998 and 1997, respectively. 

NO TE 1 

YEAR 2000 COM PLIANCE (UNAUDITED) 
Tim e and space saving program m ing decisions m ade in prior years resulted in two-digit 

com puter codes that m ay not correctly recognize "00" as the year 2000. Serious processing 
errors or systcm failure could result. To prcvcnt this error, com pulcr system s and cquipmcnt 
m ust be rcprogram m ed or replaced to m ake thcm year 2000 com pliant. 

The Coroner's Office is significantly dcpendant on com puterized systems for essential 
operations and to provide services to citizens. As a continuing process, the Coroner's O ffice is 
actively engaged in m aking necessary changes to its computer software to achieve year 2000 
com pliance. 

0 



JEFFER SO N PA R ISlt C O R O N EI~'S O FIClC ig 
NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATI,;M I'~NTS 

NO TE 1 

YEAP. 2000 COM PIJANCE (UNAUI)ITEI)) (Continued) 

A s of lhe date of lilts audit, tile Coroner's O ffice appears to be in tile Validalion Stage 
for its operating system and database m anagem ent software. It also appears that a com plianl 
version of tilts software will be completely validated and tested in ample time for installation 
before lhc year 2000. 

The Coroner's Office em ploys an outside CPA firm to handle a num ber of accounting 
fimctions. It also appears thai a com pliant version of the software used by the CPA for 
processing tl~esc lransaclions w ill be in place before the year 2000. 



REI'ORT O N COM PLIANCE AND O N INTERNAL CONTROl, OVER FINANCIAl, 
REI'ORTING I~ASEI) ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEM FNTS 

PERFO RM E]) IN ACCO RDANCE W ITIt GO VERNM EN TA UDITIN G STANDARDS 

I lonorable Robert E. Treutiag, M .I) 
Jefferson Parish Coroner's O ffice 
I larvcy, 1.ouisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the JEFFERSO N PAR1SII 
CO RONER'S O FFICE as of l)ecem ber 31, 1998, and for the two years lheu ended, and have issued our 
report thereon dated June 4, 1999. W e Colldueted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted andiling 
standards and lhe standards applicable to the financial audils contained in Government Audithtg Sttm dards, 
issued by the Com ptroller General of the United Slates. 

~ )liancc 

As part of oblaining reasonable assurance about whether the JEFFEIISON PARIS]I 
CO RO N ER 'S O FFICE's financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e l)erform cd tests of its 
com pliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and giants, noncom pliance w ith which 
could have a direct and material effect on the determ ination of financial statement amounts. I lowevcr, 

providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and 
accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed inslaJmes of 
noncom pliance lhat are required to be reported under Govermnent Audith~g Standards which are described 
in the follow ing paragral)hs. W e also noled a certain im m aterial instance of noncom pliance that we have 
reported to m anagem ent of the JEFFERSON PARISIt CO RONER'S O FFICE in a separate letter dated 
June 4. 1999. 

Condition: In three instances, purclmscs of materials with a cost in excess of $15,000 werc made 
w ithout being let out for bid. 

C riteria: 1,ouisiana Revised Statute 38:2212 requires that all lm rchases of any m aterials or 
supplies exceeding lhc sum of $15,000 shall be advertised and lel by contract to the lowest responsible 
bidder who had bid according lo the contract, plaus, and specifications as advertised. 

Effect: Because certain purchases were not let out for bid, the purclmses m ay bc challenged by 

other vendors and bids may havc t(~/~,~ '~t]~St~C}wc(,untin~ (:o,po, ati 
800 'lwo I,akt'way (kqllc] 3850 N Causeway Blvd Mctailic, I,A 70002 (504) 835 5522 I'AX (S0~i) 835 5535 

72d I! |~os(oll Stlccl, (](IvillgloI1, I.A 70433 (504) 892 5{g50 FAX (5(14) 892-5956 
E Mail Addlcss: ]apOllc@lal~OltC.com halglncI AddlcsS: hap://Www.lap~~ilc.(onl/ 

N~Cll}l)t i ill AICI'A I)ivisi(~n I~)1 C]'A ~:JflllS ]qivalc (~(mlpanit's ]'laCli(c So(lion :llld S[~(: Plal(li((. St'tl]ol/ 
IlllCIii;lli(ll]a] Afliliallon with Ac(Otll3til]g FillllS Assotiated. tilt" 



 

Rcconnnendation: A ll purchases of m aterials and supplies should be carefidly evaluated by 
m anagem ent to determ ine w hether com pliance w ith the S~ale Bid l,aw is required. 

Response: W e concur w ith the recommendation. Such a procedure w ill be implem ented 

Internal Control O ver Financial F, el3ortin~ 

In planning and peribrm ing our audit, we considered the JEFFERSON PAR1SII CO RONEI~.'S 
O FFICE's internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the 
purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statement and not to provide assurance on the internal 
control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the intern al conlrol over financial reporting would not 
necessarily disclose all m atlcrs in the intern al control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial 
weaknesses. A m alerial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of lhe intern al control 
com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in anloullls lha( would be 
m aterial in relation to tile financial statelnents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely 
period by em ployees in the normal course of perfonning their assigned functions. W e holed no m atters 
involving the intern al control over financial reporting and its operation that we considered m aterial 
weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the information of management and others within the organizaliou as 
well as lhe Louisiana Legislative Auditor, and is not intended 1o be and should not be used by anyone olher 
than these specified parties. 

June d, 1999 

A Professional Accounting Corporatio 



Jelferson Parish Forensic (;enter 
2018 8th Street 
Harvey, LA 70058 

(504) 365-9100 

CO RRECTIVE ACTIO N PLAN 

Robert E. Treuting, M .D 
Coroner 

The Jefferson Parish Corouer's Office rest)ectfully subm its the followiug corrective action plan 
for tile two years ended December 31, 1998. Tile findings from tile Report on (~oml)liaucc in 
Accordance with Government Auditing Standard~ and m tile auditors' separate letter dated Juuc 
4, 1999 arc discussed below . 

FINDING S - REPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE IN ACCORDANCE W ITII GO VEI~NM EN T 
A UI)ITIN G ,~,'TANDARDS 

I)escrilltion of Findings: Failure to comply w ith State bid law in three instances 

Correelive Action Plam m d: The Coroner's Offi ce has obtained a copy of the State's bid law. 
M anagem ent will evaluate all future purchasing needs of m aterials, equipm ent, and supplies to 
dctcrm iuc whether the purchases need to be let out for bid. 

C onlacl l'erson: Janye Badingcr 

A nticipated Com llletion D ate: Corrective action w ill be implem ented im m ediately 

O TIIFR M ATTER REPO RTEI) 1N A SEPA RATE LETTER 

I)escripiion of Finding: The Coroner's Offi ce did not comply with Revised Statute 39:13 ] 0(A) 
such that budget am endm ents were not adopted for those fim ds dial had actual expenditures that 
exceeded bu dgclcd expenditures by five percent or m ore. 

Corrective Action Planned: On a regular basis, management will review and corollate actual 
and plojeeted expenditures to determine whether a budget amendment is necessary. Ira budget 
am endm ent is needed, tile amendm eut will be presented to the Coroner for adoption, and then 
will be published in our official journal. 

Contac[ Person: .lanye Badiugcr 

A nticipated Com pletion D ate: Conective action will bc im plem ented im m ediately 



The 1 lonorable Roberi 1';. Treuling, M .I) 
Jefferson Parish Coroner's O ffice 
1 larvcy, I ,ouisiana 

111 planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of tile JEFFFRSON I'ARISll 
CO RO N I,:R 'S O FFICE, for the two years ended Decem ber 31, 1998, we considered its intern al control 
shuclure to determ ine our auditing procedures for tile purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial 
stalculelltS and ilOl lo provide assurance Oil tile inlcrllal control slruclure. 111 addilion, we p(~lfolnlod tests of 
lhe JEFFEI~SO N PAR1Slt CORONER'S O FFICE's com pliance w ith laws, regulations, conhacts and 

gl'alllS, 

I)uring OUl audil, w e no|ed certain innllaterial instarJees o~" noa~olllplianoe w ilh law s and 

regulations. O ur findings arc as follows: 

('O M I'I,IA N C I,~ W ITI1 I~U I)(;FT I,AW S 

l)uring 1997 and 1998, cerlain stipulations of Ihe I,ocal G overmnent Budgel. A ct w ere nol follow ed 

as required under I,ouisiana F, eviscd Statute 39:1301-1314. Specifically, Ihe budget was not amendcd in 
1997 and 1998 which is necessary when total revenues, expenditures or fund balance within a fund have a 
5%  unfavorable variance fiom lhe tolal budgeted am ounts. Sim ilar noncolnpliauce issues rcgaM ing Ihc 
provisions of the budgel act were holed in lhe audit rcporl for tile two years ended 1)Ccelnbcr 13, 1996. 

W c recom m end lhat al leasl once annually, tile JI~,FFI'?,RSO N I'AR ISI1 CO I~.()NEI~,'S O H qC I'] 
rcview budgcl to actual com parisons. AI that tilne, m anagem ent can decide if unfavorable variances of 5%  
or grcalcr m c likely lo occur and, if it appears they w ill occur, a revised budget can be adopted. 

This report is intended solely for the ilfform alion and use of lhe m anagem ent of the JEI"H ,'I~,SO N 
I'AI~.ISII CO I/O N ER'S O H ?ICE. 

W e apprcciale tile confidence you have placed 
PAR1SI I CO RO NER'S O FFICE. If we can assist you 
IO coIIlaCl US. 

June d, 1999 

n us by allow ing us to scrvc the ,II,;I?I,'i,;I~,SO N 
in any way w ith lhe above, please do not hesilate 

A Iqof~,s~;iol3al Accoul/lin~; COll~Olalion 
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