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We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Judicial 
Expense Fund of the Twenty-First J~dicial District Court as of and for the year ended 
December 3], ] 998, as ] isted in the table of contents. These genera] purpose ~ Jn&l]c:]a] 
statements are tile responsibJ lity of the Judicial Expense Fund of the Twenty-FJ rst 
Judicial District Court's management . Our responsibility is to express an opinion on 
these genera] purpose financial statements based on our audit . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards 
standards applicable to financial audits contained Jn Government AuditJn~ St 

and the 

issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we 
plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statements ~re free of material misstatement. An audit include~ examJni~ig , on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements . An 
audqt also includes as[~esslng the account/ng principles used and sigr~ifdcant e~timater'. 
made by management, as we]]. as evaluating the overall financial statenlent presentation . 
We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion . 

in our opinion , the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fail]y , 
in all material respects, tlle financial position of the Judicial Expense Fund of the 
Twenty -First Jndicia] District Court as of December 31, 1998, and the results of its 
operations fol the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted account i nq 
principles . 

In accordance with Government Auj itinq Standards, we have also 
31, 1999, ell our consideration of the Judicial Expense Fund of the Twenty-First Judicial 
District Court's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance 
with certain provisions of laws , regulations, contract and grants . 
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JUDICIAL EXPENSE F~ qD OF THE 
TWENTY -FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

Amite, Louisiana 

COM B IN E[~ STA TEM ENT O F REVENfIE~q . EX PRND TT[IRR~ . AN t 

(!HANGE R IN F[IND BA],AN CE,q - AT,T, ~OV ~RN 

For the Year Ended December 31. 1998 

REVENUES 
Fees : 

CJvi ] Court 
Ci i[l~ina] Court 
Cb /mina] COUZt - DOC 
Crilhina] probation supe~vislon fees 
Support enforcemcm t fees 

Reimbursement from crimfinal court fund 
] nt el governmental Grant 
Inte~ est earned 
Other income 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
CuYrent : 

Administ ratoz's contract 
Salaries and related 
Gene~a] office expenditures 
Repairs and maint~l*anc(~ 
Te] ~,phone 
Law ]ibraly, hooks al~d cassettes 
Travel, training and meetings 
Co operative endeavor agreement 

Accounting, auditing and 
professJ ona] fees 

Cou~ t 2epozto2"n 
Contlacted ]aw clerks 
~ nsul ance 
P~ohatJon officer contract 
Healing officer contract 
Stel2oglapher, bailiff, public defendar 
minute clerk and other clerks 

Dat~ P1 ocessing 
FiNS program expenditures 
Othel 

capita] out] ay 
Total Expenditures 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPRNDZTURRS 

Othel FJ nancJ fig 
Operating 

So~Yces (Uf;es) : 
Tral]sfurl~ Ill (Out 

Excess (Deficiency] of Revenues and 
Other Sources Over Expenditures 
and Other Uses 

FUND BALANCE : 

Beginning of Yeal 
End of Year 

GENERAL 
FUND 

$ 68,650 
106,774 

3,210 
158,~05 

60,4]2 

12.601 

2~ /!! 
$409,537 

11,065 
70,432 

3,743 
85.247 

3,936 
(500 

1,201 

_  7 162 

$36] 735 

~PEC]AL 
REVENUE 
FUND 

399,774 
32,649 
28,000 
9,657 
100 

$470,]80 

73,229 
3,096 

71,246 
2,070 

]5 2~22/74 
$320 2~23/ 

0NI,Y]__ __  
]997 

$ 68,66o 
306,774 

{,210 
J68,]05 
399,v'24 
93,06] 
28,0O0 
22,258 

$879,7]7 

$ 43,406 
39 ,'216 
58,065 
2,663 

3!),669 
3,026 

38,875 

73,229 
6,982 

7O, V4C, 
3, 27] 

<; 76,440 
]02,440 

.i,090 
l{o ,<n~o 

3]3,342 
36,056 
2[< O0O 
]6,42] 

$702,727 

$ 36,566 
64, ~a6 
65,8]4 
], [87 
~c,, ,'~7 
4, 605 

39,220 
6[) ~69 

J33,457 
4 , 807 

4 }~, [}( 9 

"/7=99~  
$'/S2~ LGZ 

$~55,6~5 
$4]3 072 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

$Z~06, 094 
$_256 382 

$5.'~  ~i,i 
$~ .90~I 



 

OUD ICZAL EXPENSE FUND OF THE 

TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURq 
AmJte , Louisiana 

OMBINED STATEMENT OF REVEk~]ES RXPRNDITHWRq ~N 

AIJ, ~OV EENMENTAI, Z'IIND TVPE~ 

For the Year Ended December 31, ]998 

REVENUES 
Fees : 

Civi] Court 
Crimir~al Coul t 
C~Jmina] Court - DOC 
Criminal probation 

supervJ slon fees 
Support enforcement fees 

Re/mb,n sement from Criminal Court 
Fund 

] ntergove~ nmcnta] ~lant 
] nterest earned 
Other income 

Tots] Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Cul rent : 

AdmJnist ~ ator's co~*t tact 
Sa]a~ Je~ and re]atcd 
Gene~a] office expenditures 
Repairs and maJl]tf, iial]ee 
Tel ephone 
Law library, books and 

~:asset~ es 
Travel, training and meetings 
Co- opcrat lye endeavor 
Accounting, audJting and 

plo~ess~onal fees 
ColIr t repot tc]~  
Contracted law clerks 
]nsurance 
Probation oificze~ contra<:t 
}learin9 officer contract 
Stcnogl apher, bail] ff, pub] ic 

defender, minute e]elk, 
and other clerks 

Data processing 
FiNS program expenditures 
Ot he r 

capital outlay 
Debt service p~ incipa] 

Total Expenditures 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

Other Financing Soulces (Uses): 
Operating ']'ran~fe~s In (Out) 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
and Other Sources Ove~ 
Expenditurc's and 0ther Uses 

FUND BALANCE : 
Beginning of Year 
End of Yea~ 

VARIANCE 
AMENDED FAVORABLE AMENDED 

BUDGET ACTUAL (I)NFAVORABLE) Id]DGET 

$ 75,000 $ 68,658 
223,000 106,774 

3,000 3,210 

$ (6,350} $ 
(6,226} 

2]0 

145.080 158.105 13.105 

12,601 

(2&~s 
$409,537 

$ 4],000 $ 
37,000 
36,250 
4,000 

36,000 

4,200 
]2.700 

7~000 
70,500 

4,000 
80,300 

18,500 

43,406 
39,035 
36,109 
2,663 

35.844 

2,359 
i0,033 

3,601 

$ 26,287 

1,841 
2.66V 

VAI< ] ANCI< 
l'AVO}{hIq,},: 

ACTUAL .( UN FAVOEAi{L },:L 

$ $ 

318,500 399,774 

28,000 
8.500 

],OO0 
13,000 
39.000 

4.000 
],000 

35,500 
3.200 

32 ,649 
28,000 
9,65"/ 

I ]00 
8470.Z80 

66V 
8 .842 

2.985 
28,626 
23,374 
].276 

62 . 000 63 , 390 

]04 
2 

8] 
4 
35 

600 
500 
700 
200 
000 

$355,615 
$3~ 415 

$355,61!~ 
$~ 3,0~2 

$_ 

The accompanying notes a~e an integral part of this statement 

$105 , 094 
$ 69,844 

$106,094 

83 , 2"/4 

32. '.,49 

3~ 
4 , i 88 

38,0110 

$__ _  



 



INTRODUCTION 

JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND OF THE 
TWENTY - FIRST JUDIC]AL DISTRICT COURT 

Amite . Louisiana 

NOTES TO THE F TN AN C TAI, ~TATEMRNT S 

For the Year Ended December 31. 1998 

The Judicial Expense Fund of the Twenty-First Judicial District Court (hereafter referred 
to as "Judicial Expense Fund"} was established on July 8, 1981 by Act No . 437, Subsect ion 
A of Section 996 . 6 of Title ] 3 of the LouJ siana Revised Statutes of 3950 by [ he 
Legislature of Louisiana . This original Act was amended by Act 1985, Number 64, Section 
3 . 

The Amended Act provides for the collection of fees or costs in addition to all other foes 
or costs now or hereafter provided by law . The Clerks of Court of the Twenty First 
Judicial District Court shall collect from every person filing any type of civil suit or 
proceeding and who is not otherwise exempted by law fYom the pa]anent of court costs, a sum 
to be determined by Judges of said district, sitting en bane, which sum shall L~ot ~.xc'{-ed 

ten dol]a~ls, subject:; however, to the provisions of Louisiana Code of C5v:i] Procedure, 
Article 5181, et seq . ; and , in all criminal cases over which the Twenty F:irst Judicial 

D/strict Court has jur~sd]ctSon, there shall be taxed as costs against eveyy de~endan[ who 
is conv icted after trial or after he pleads guilty or who forfeits his i]ond , a stuu 

likewise determined , but which shall not exceed ten d ollars, which shall be 
to all other fines, eost[~ or forfeitures ]awfully imposed, and which shall be 
to the said clerk for further disposition ill accordance herewith . 

in addition 
transmitted 

The judges, en banc, of the Twenty-First Judicial District Court may pay each of their 
court reporters a salary from the judicial expense fund. The judges, en bane, may fulther 
appoint such secretarial, clerical, research , administrative or other personnel as they 
deem necessary to expedite the business and function of the court and pay all or any part 

of the .salaries of such personnel out of the monies in the judicial expense fund. ]n like 
manner, the judges may utilize the monies in the judicial expense fund to pay all or any 
part of the cost of establishing and maintaining a law library for the court, o~ roy 
buying and maintaining any type of equipment, supplies or other Jtems consistent with the 
proper administration and efficient operation of the court . 

i , SUI~4A RY OF SIGN IFICAN T ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A . BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Judicial Expense 
Fund have! been prepared in conformity with general ] y accepted accounl J nq 
principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units . The Govc rBmenta] 
Accounting Standards Board (GAgB) is the accepted standard-setting body for 
estab] ishing governmental accounting and f inancJ a] report5 ng p~ i l*cJ p] es 

B . REPORT ING ENTITY 

AS the governing authority of the parish , for reporting pu] pos;es, the 
Tanglpahoa Parish Council is the financial reporting entity for Tanglpahoa 
Parish . The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primaly government 
(count:i] }, (b} organizations for which the primary government is financially 



 

JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND OF THE 

TWENTY -FIRST JUD ICIAL D ISTR ICT COURT 

~ nite . Louisiana 

]gNq'Es TO THE V TNAN C IAT, ~TATEMENT~ (co~q'TNI]D] 

accountable, and (e) other organizations for which nature and significance of 
their re]atlonship with the primary government are such that exclusion would 
cause the reporting entity ' s financial statements to be nlJ sleading o~ 

J neomp] ete . 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No . 2 4 established clJ t er J a 
for determining which component units should be considered part of the 
Tangipahoa Parish Council for f inancia] report 5 ng purposes . The ])a.q ~ c 
criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entJ ty 
is financial accountability . The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered 
ill determining financial accountability . This criteria includes : 

I. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

2 

3 

b 

The ability of the Parish Council to impose its will on that 

organization and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specific financial 
benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the Parish 
Council . 

Organizations for which the Parish 

majority but are fiscally dependent 
Council does not appoint a voting 
on the Council . 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would 
be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the 
nature or significance of the relationship . 

Because the Judicial Expense Fund 's revenues are self-generated , the Judicial 
Expense Fund is not fiscally dependent on the council . The audicJal Expense 
Fund was determined not to be a component unit of the Tangipahoa Barish 
Council, the financial reporting entity . The accompanying financla] E~tateulents 
present information only on the funds maintained by the Judicial Expense Fund 
and do not present information on the Parish Council, the general government 
services provided by that governmental unit, 
that comprise the financial reporting entity 

C . FUND ACCOUNTING 

The account.~; of the Judicial Expense Fund are organized on the basis of two 
funds and two account groups, each of which Js considered a separate accounting 
entity . The operations of the fund are accounted for with a separate set of 
self-balancing accounts that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund balance, 
revenues, and expenditures. Funds of the Judicial Expense Fund are classified 
as governmental funds . Governmental funds account for the JudJ cia] Expense 
Fund 's genera] activities, including the collection and dJsb[n sement of 
specific or legally restricted monies and the acquisition or construciioll of 
general fixed assets. Governmental funds of the Judicial Expense Fund include : 
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0UDICIAL EXPENSE FiIND OF THE 
TWENTY -FIRST JUDICIAL D ISTR ICT COURT 

Amite . Louisiana 

N(hq'~Lq ~1~0 TH E F INAN C IA L STATEM ENT ~q [CONT IN [IED 

General Fund - the general operating fund of the Judicial Expense Fund 
accounts for all financial resources, except those required to be 
accounted for in other funds . 

Special Revenue Fund - accounts for the proceeds of specific revenue 
sources that are legally restricted to expenditures for specific 

purposes . 

D . FIXED A SSETS AND LONG -TERM LIABILITIES 

The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets and 
long-term liabilities associated with a fund are determined by its measurement 
focus . 

All gove]-nmenta] fund type operations are accounted for oii a [~pcndJn~l or 
"f inal]cia] flow" measure~[lent focus and only current assets al]d c:tll fell[ 
liabilities are generally included on their balance sheet . 

Fixed assets used 
are accounted for 

as expenditu~:es in 
has been provided 

in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) 
in the General Fixed Assets Account Group , and are recorded 
the governmental fund types when purchased . No dep~:ecia[ion 
on the general fixed assets . 

Long-term liabilities expected to be financed from governmental funds are 
accounted for in the General Long -term Debt Account Group . 

The two account groups are not "funds" 
measurement of financial position . They 
results of operations . 

They are concerned on] y u~i th the 
are not involved with measurement ol 

Because Of their ~pending measurement focus, expenditure recogni tion for 
governmental fund types is limited to exclude amounts represented by 
non-current liabilities . Since they do not affect net current assets, such 
long term amounts a2=e not recognized as governmental fund type expenditures ol- 
fund liabilities . They are instead reported as liabilities in the Genera] 
Long-term Debt Account Group . The Judicial Expense Fund had no long term debt 
at December 31 . 1998 . 

E . BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

The accounting and financial report J ng treatment applied to a fund J s 
deterfained by its measurement focus. The governmental funds are accounted for 
using a current financial resources measurement focus . W~th this measurement 
focus, only current assets and current liabilities are genera]]y included on 
the balance sheet . Operating statements of these funds present increase[; and 
decreases i~] net current assets . The modified accrual basis of accounting i.~; 
used by the governmental funds . The governmental funds use the following 



 

JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND OF THE 
TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT CO~ {T 

Amite. Louisiana 

OTE~ TO THE FTNA~ C IAT, sq'ATEM ENT ~q (CON T TNI]E~ 

practices in recording revenues and expenditures 

Revenues 

Substantially all governmental fund revenues (fees, grants and interest earned) 
are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting . The revenues 
are recognized when they become measurable and avaJlab]e as net curren[ assets 
An except J on to this rule J s crJ minal probation supervision fees whJ ch are 
recorded as revenue when received . 

Exp enditures 

Expenditures are generally 
accounting when the related 

recognized under the modified 
fuud liability is incurred . 

F . BUDGETS AN D BUDGETARY ACCOUN TING 

The Judicia] Expense Fund adopted an operating budget for the general fund and 
the special revenue fund for the fiscal year ended December 3], ]998. The 
budget for the general fund and the special revenue fund is adopted on the 
modified accrual basis of accounting consistent with generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP). 

budgeta2̂y data 
Expense Fund fol]ows these procedures in cstab]ishing the 
reflected in these financial statements : 

The Fund Administrator prepares a proposed budget and submits Jt to the 
Judges of the Twenty-First Judicial District Court for theJY YevJew I]o 
later than fifteen days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year . 

A meeting is then held with the Fund Administrator and the ~Judges to 

review the proposed budget and formal adoption is made by majority vote 
of the Judges of the Twenty-First Judicial District Court . Tfle budget 
foz 1998 was adopted by the Judges on November 5, ]997. 

Copies of the adopted budget are kept on file for publ ic inspection 

Budgetary amendments due to increases or decreases in revenues or 

expenditures over amounts estimated require majority vote of the Judges 
of the Twenty- First Judicial DJstrict Court. The budget for the yea~ 

ended December 31, 1998, was amended by majority vote of the Judges o1] 
October 7 , 1998 . 

All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each year 

Forma] budgetary integration is not employed 

]0 



 

JUD ICIAL EXPENSE FLTND OF THE 
TWENTY -FIRST JUDICIA L DISTR ICT COURT 

Amite, Louisiana 

G . ENCUM BRANCES 

The Judicial Expense Fund does not utilize encumbrance accounting 

H . CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Cash and cash equivalents include amounts in demand deposits, interest bealinq 
demand deposits and time certificates of deposit . Under state law , the 0udic]a] 
Expense Fund may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand 
deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized 
under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in 
Lou~ siana . 

INV ENTOR IES 

The Judicia] Expense Fund has no 
Expendable supplies in the General 
time the supplies are purchased 

J . PREPA ID ITEM S 

inventory On hand at December 3:i, 3998 . 
Fund are recorded as expenditures at the 

The Judicial Expense Fund did not record any prepaid ~tems at December 3] 
1998 . 

K , FIXED A SSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the 
related assets are capitalized in the general fixed assets account gro'ap . 

Public domain or infrastructures are not capitalized . Interest costs /nc~irred 
during construction are not capitalized . 
general fixed assets . All fixed assets 

L . COM PEN SATED ABSENCES 

No depreciation has been provided on 
a~e valued at historlca] co~;ts. 

All full-time employees earn ten (i0) days of annual leave and tell (i0) days 
of sick leave after one year of service. Unused sick leave and annual leave 
5s ]lot accumulated . At December 31, 1998, there were no employee leave benefits 
requiring recognition in accordance with GASB Statement No . 36 . 

M . LONG -TERM OBLIGATIONS 

Long-term obligations expected to be financed from governmental funds are 
reported in the genera] long-term obligations account group ~ Expenditures for 
principal and interest palanents for long-term obligations are recognized in the 
c3overnmental funds when due . 

ii 



 

JUD ICIAL EXPENSE FUND OF THE 

TWENTY -FIRST JUD ICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

Amite, Louisiana 

N . TOTAL COLUMN ON COMBINED STATEMENT 

The total column on the combined statement J s captioned Me,nora,~duD On] y to 
indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in 
this column does not present financial position or results of operations, in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles . Neither is such data 

comparable to a consolidation . 

2. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

For reporting purposes, cash and cash equivale~ts include demand deposits and time 
certificates of deposits . Under Louisiana law the Fund may deposit funds within a 
fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, any other 
state in the union , or under the laws of the united States . Further, the Fund may 
invest in time deposits or certificates of deposit of state banks organized unde~ 
Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana 

AS reflected in the accompanying conf ined balance sheet, the Fund had cash and cash 

equivalents totaling $777,107 at December 31, 1998. Cash and cash equivalents are 
stated at cost, which approximates market . These deposits must be secured under 
state law by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the 
bank . The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance 
must at a]l times equal the amount on deposit with the bank . The following Js a 
summary of cash and cash equivalents as confirmed by financial JnstJtutJol]s at 
December 31, 1998, with the related federal deposit insurance and pledged 
securities. The cash and cash equivalents at December 31, 1998, were secured as 

follows : 

Demand Deposits 
Interest Bearing Demand Deposits 
Time Certificates Deposit 

Total 

3 . RECEIVABLES 

CONFIRMED 
BANK BA LANCES 
DEC . 31 199_8 

Receivables represent accrued interest 
fees, and support account fees earned 
following : 

]2 

$ 
315 ,531 

44~  

PLEDGED 

FDIC E~:CUR I TIES 

INSURANCE, I~'ATr':9ORX~  

$ 
224 , 954 

3~ 59 
90 j577 

i08 ,955 

$755 545 $5~ 33 $]99~532 

on certificates of deposit , court filing 
in 1998 and received in 3999 from the 



Fees 

JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND OF THE 
TWENTY -FIRST JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT COURT 

Amite, Louisiana 

NOTE S TO TH E F INAN C IAL STA TEM ENTS {cONq']NU E.D 

Clerk of Court : 
TangJpahoa Paris]] 
Livingston Parish 
St . Helena Parish 

CJvll Court Fees 

Sheriffs : 
TangJpahoa Parish 
Livingston Parish 
St . Helena Parish 

Criminal Court Fees 

Other 

Tota] Receivables 

General 
Fund 

$ 

340 

$ 34O 

$ 2,190 
15,780 
2 ,450 

$20,420 

Special 

Revenue 

Fund 

$20,76o $ 

$ 

340 

$~ 340 

$ 2,390 
]5 ,780 
2 ,450 

No allowance for uncollectible receivab]es is required at December 3], ]998 

4 . DUE FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL UN IT 

Due from other governments consists of unsecured loans made to the Cr/mJna] Court 
Fund of Livingston Parish and amounts due from the Tangipahoa Parish Council - 
Criminal Court Fund . The outstanding balances as of December 33, 1998 consist of 
the following : 

Criminal Court Fund - Livingston Parish 
Tangipahoa Parish Council - Criminal Court Fund 

Subtotal 

Less A1]owance For Uncollectible Amounts 

Total 

5 . CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

The general fixed assets of the Judicial Expense Fund inc]ude 
purchased by funds provided for in the Judicial Expense Fund . 

$20,]2R 

$99,639 

$99,639 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets for the year ended December 33, 1998 
fo]]ows : 

13 



 

JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND OF THE 
TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

Amite , Louisiana 

Furniture & Fixtures 
Equipment 

Total 

6 . PENSION PLAN 

Balance 
January 

] 1998 
$ 28,735 
238 897 

Additions 

$ 2,193 
20 ,243 

beduc:t ions 

$ 

$267 632 $22,436 $ 

Balance 

December 
3 J , ] 998 

$ 30,928 

$290~ 068 

All emp] oyees of the Judicial Expense Fund are members of the soc5 a] [~eeurit y 
system . 

In addition to e~ployee payroll deduction
, the Judicial Expense Fund rem:~ts fund[: 

to match the emp] oyee contributions . The Fund ' s portion of contr5 but5 ohm to the 
social security system for the year ended December 31

, 1998, totaled $],685. The 
Judicial Expense Fund doe~ not have any liability for employee pension benefJt~:. 

7 . LEASES 

']'he Judicial Expense Fund records operating leases as current expend:itures in the 
accompanying financial statements . The following is an analysis of significant 
operating ]eases at December 31, 1998 : 

On July 27, ]993, the Judicial Expense Pund entered into a ]5 month 3ease for a 
photo copier, the lease provides for rental of $600 per month commencing Ju]y 2"/

, 
]993 through October 27, ]994 ; thereafter

, for $300 per month until terminated. 

On September 16, ]993, the Judicial Expense 
a photo copier . The lease provides for 
September 36, ]993 through January 16 , 1994 
terminated . 

Fund entered into a ]6 month ]ease for 

rental of $475 per month commencing 
; thereafter, for $275 per month until 

On April 27, 3995, the Judicial Expense Fund entered into a month - by-month lea~;e ~or 
office rent fin Livingston Parish . The ]ease provides for rental o~ $500 p[r month 
commencing May ], 1995, and can be terminated at any time

. 

On January 2, 1996, the Judicial 
office rent in Tangipahoa Parish 

Expense Fund 

commencing Oanuary 2, 1996, through 
until termlnated ~ 

The lease 
January 2 

entered 3nto a twelve Inonth ]ea[~6 ~~)) 

provides for rental of $300 per month 
1997; thereafter, fo]: $350 per month 

Since each of these four leases may be terminated at ally time
, the Judicfal Expense 

Fund has no required future annual co)remitments under these lea~es 

8 . LITIGATION 

There is no litigation pending against the Judicial Expense Fund at December 33 

14 



2998 

9 . YEAR 2000 ISSUE 

JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUN D OF THE 

TWENTY -FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

Amite, Louisiana 

NO~I'Z~R TO THE FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS (CONTINUE 

The Year 2000 Issue is the result of shortcomings in many electronJ c data proce<<~sing 
systems and other electronic equipment that may adversely affect the government's 
operations as early as fiscal year ]999. 

The Judicial Expense Fund of the Twenty-First Judicial District has completed an 
inventory of computer systems and other electronic equipment that may be affected 
by the Year 2000 Issue and that are necessary to conducting the Judicial Expense 
Fund's operations. Based on this inventory , ~he Judicial Expense Eund is in the 
assessment stage, nearing the remediatJon stage . Testing and validation of the any 
system changes resulting from the remediation stage will need to be comp]e<ed after 
the hardware arld software are installed . 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 Issue, its effects arld the 
success of related remediation efforts will not be fully determinable until the year 
2000 and thereafter . Management cannot assure that the Judicial Expense Fund is Or 
wil] be year 2000 ready , that the Judicial Expense Fund '[; remedJation effo[ts wJ]l 
be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with whom the OudJcia] Expense 
Fund does business will be year 2000 ready . 
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~\;RR VT~ANC'TAT, REPORTTNG BA SED ON AN AUD IT OF GENERAL PT]RPO~c 
l~']'~ ]O T]~], STATEM ENT S PER VOBM ED IN 

The Honorable Bruce C . Bennett, Chief Judge 
and Honorable Judges 

Twenty -First Oudficial Dfstriot Court 

Amlte . Louisiana 

We have audited the genera] purpose financflal statements of the 0udficia] Expense Fund of 
the Twenty-Ffirst audficial District Court~ Amite, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated Nay ii, 1999 . We conducted 
our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standalds 
app]ficable to financial audits contained in _Government Auditinq Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the umited States . 

Q omp] iance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the 0ud~cial Expense Fund o~ the 
Twenty-First Oudiefi al District Court's financial statements are free of material 
mfisstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of ]aws, 
~egu] ations, contracts and grants, noncomp] lance with which could have a d~ rect and 
mater]a] effect on the determination of financial statement amounts . However, providfing 

an opinflon on compliance wfith those provisions was not an objective of our aud~t and, 
accordingly , we do not express such an opinion . The results of our tests dJ.~c]osed no 
J n~tance of noncompl 5 ance that is re~ ired to be reported under Government A~d~ t5 ~  

,%'.t andar ds . 

~ n~l oontro] Ov~ r Ffinancial ReDortin~ 

In plannin9 and performing our audit , we considered the J<tdicial Expense Fund of the 
Twenty-First Oudic~al District Court's internal control over financial reporting ill Order 
to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressfing our opinion on the 
ffnancia] statements and not to provide assurance on the finterna] control over fJnanc~a] 
reporting . Our consfideration of the internal control over fflnaneial reporting would not 
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reportfing that 
In~ght be material weaknesses . A mater]al weakness is a condfltion in which the design cn 
operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be mater~a] fin 
relation to the financial statements be~ng audited may occur and not be detected wflthfin 
a time]], perio~ by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functio~ss. 
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JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND OF THE 

TWENTY -FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

We 2]oted no matters i~vo]ving the internal control over financial reporting and its 
operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. 

This report Js intended 
AudJ tot . However, this 
]Jm Jted . 

for the information of management and the Louisiana LegJs]at]v<, 
a matter of public record and its distribution Js not 

]9 

Respectfully submitted 

DURN IN & JAM ES 



 



 



 



 



 



 


