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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

llonorable W illiam R. Jones, District Attorney 
of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District 
P. O. Box 606 
Coushatta, LA 71019 

A NEK[ JACKSON, JR CPA 
(Relired) 

W e have audited th e accompanying general propose financial statements of tbe District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth 
Judicial District, Coushatta, Louisiana, a component unit of the Red River Parish Police Jury, Louisiana, as of and fm 
the year ended December 31, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility 
of the District Attorney of th e Thirty-Ninth Judicial District and his m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in 
financial audits contained in 

accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Those standards require th at we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An andit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and 
significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating file overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe 
that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the 
financial position of the D istrict Attorney of the Thirty-N inth Judicial District, Coushatta, Louisiana

, as of December 
31, 1998, and the results of his operations for the year tben ended in conform ity with generally accepted accounting 
pl inciplcs. 

In accordance with G~ ll Auditing_ Standards, we have also issued a report dated M arch 8, 1999 on our 
consideration of the District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's internal control over financial reporting and 
our tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose financial statements of the District 
Attorney of th e Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, Cousbatta, Louisiana, taken as a whole. The accompanying supplementary 
inform ation schedules listed in the table of contents are presented for purp oses of additional analysis and are not a 

required part of the general purpose financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the general purp ose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material 
respects, in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 

The financial ioforn lation for the year ended December 31, 1997, which is included for comparative purp oses, was taken 
from th e financial report for that year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion dated M ay 14, 1998, on the general 
propose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Th irty-Ninth Judicial District. 

ltines, Jackson & H ines 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 
M arch 8. 1999 

- MEMBERS - 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants - Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accauntants 
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RTRW 'T ATTORN EY O F TH E TH IRTY -N IN TH Jl ]DICIA1. D I~TR1CT 

N FUND__BALANCES - ALL GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31. 1998 

REVENUES 
Fees, charges, alld com m issions for services 
lntergoveromeutal 
lnteresl revenue 
O ther 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Geueral goverurllent 
Pe~sona] services and related beuefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
'l'Javel and other charges 
Capital outlay 

Red river parish police jmy 

'1'oI~ I Expenditures 

G9vernm ental Fund Types 
Special 

(~eneral . _ Revenues 

34,423 $ 7,341 
7,058 59,230 
2,909 2,565 
323 0 

13Xt11BIT I~ 

M enlorandlm l 0 

_  1998 1997 

$ 41,764 
66,288 
5,474 

323 

$ 32,035 
51,290 
5,293 
377 

44,713 69,136 113,849 88,995 

0 
9,608 
2,637 
5,404 
7,548 
14,400 

21,331 
12,404 
2,981 
4,318 
879 

19,000 

21,331 
22,012 
5,618 
9,722 
8,427 
33,400 

18,400 
19,311 
4,152 
6,819 
326 

38,95Q 

~  395~ 93. _ 60,913 100.510 87,958 

Excess of Revenues Over/(Under) Expenditures 5,116 8,223 13,339 1,037 

OTtlER FINANCING SOURCES/(USES) 
Transfer (tu)/t?om other funds _ 36() __  (360) 0 0 

Excess of revenues and other financing sources 
over/(unde0 expenditures and other financing uses 5,476 7,863 13,339 1,037 

(lncrease)/decrease in reserve for prepaid 
expenditures 0 (3.180) (3,180) _ 1,131 

N et change in unreserved fund balance for the year 5,476 4,683 10,159 2,168 

Fund Balances - Unreserved, Beginning of year 93,556 91,! 54 184,710 182,542 

Fund Balances - Unreserved, End of year 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 



DISTRICT A'ITORNEY OF THE THIRTY-NINTH JUDIC1A!. DISTRICT 

GVN VR Al, AND RPEC1 Al. REVENUE FUN D TYPES 
VEA R ENDED DECEM BER 31. 199g 

RFW ENUES 
Fees, charges, and com m issions for services 
lnler~overnmenla] 
Interest 
Other 

Tota]t Revenues 

EXPENDI'/'URI:;S 
Genera'l governm ent 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
"/'ravel and other charges 
Capital outlay 
Red river parish police jury 

Total Expenditures 

Excess ofxevenues over/(under) expenditures 

G eneral Fund 

Variance 

Budge! Actual F~V,/~ _ 

$ 34,000 $ 
7,000 
2,800 

34,423 $ 
7,058 
2,909 

423 
58 
109 

700 323 __ ~32777) 

44,500 44,713 213 

0 
9,000 
3,000 
5,000 
8,000 
!4,400 

0 
9,608 
2,637 
5,404 
7,548 

0 

(608) 
363 

(404) 
452 

!4,40~ 0 

39,400 39,522 {197) 

5.100 5,116 16 

OTIIER FINANCING SOURCES/(USES) 
T~ansfer (te,)/from other funds 0 360 360 

Excess of revenues and other financing sources 
over/(undcD expenditures and other financing uses 

(lncrease)/decrease in reserve for prepaid expenditures 

Net change in unreserved fund balance for the year 

Fund Balances - Unreserved, Beginning of year 

FundBalanees - U nreselved, End of year 

6 

} 5,100 5,476 ~_ 376 

0 

5,476 

9&556 

L  99,032 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

Variance 
Budgel Actual __  Fav./(Unfav.) 

7,700 $ 
58,t)00 
2.000 

Totals 

EXIIIB1T C 

Variance 
Budget Actual Fav./(Unfav,) 

7,341 $ (359) $ 
59,230 1,230 
2,565 565 

41,700 $ 
65,000 
4.800 

41,764 
66,288 
5.474 

64 
1,288 
674 

0 ~ 0 709 323 __ 31322) 

67,700 69,136 1,436 112,200 113,849 1,649 

21,000 21,331 (331) 21,000 21,331 (331) 
12,350 12,404 (54) 21,350 22,012 (662) 
2,250 2,981 (731) 5,250 5,618 (368) 
4,700 4,318 382 9,700 9,722 (22) 
400 879 (479) 8,400 8,427 (27) 

190,~(~ 19,000 0 3L400 33,400 0 

597~7~(~ . 60,913 ___  (1.213) __  99,100 100,510 __ llJA~ ) 

8,000 8,223 223 13,100 13,339 239 

0 (360) __ (360) 0 0 0 

~00__0 7,863 $ f137) $_ . !3,100 

__ __  (3,180) 

4,683 

__ __  91,!54 

13,339 $ 239 

(L180) 

10,159 

184,710 

$ 194,869 



NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENT8 
DECEM BER 31, 1998 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

As provided by Article V, Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the district atlorney has charge of every 
c~~ ina~ p~ c~ti~  by ~he st~t~ i~ Eis ~,ist~ct, ~-~ the rep~~~er~tive of tke state before tke gtattd ~urb, it1 his district, atld 
is the legal advisor to the grand jury. He performs other duties as provided by law. The district attorney is elected by 
the qualified electors of the judicial district for a term of six years. The thirty-ninth judicial district encompasses file 
parish of l~,ed River, Louisiana. 

of .qlale and I.ocal Governm ental Units 

A. Financial Reporting Entity 

For financial reporting purposes, in conform ance with GASB Codification Section 2100, tile District Attorney of tile 
Thirty-Nintb Judicial District is a part of the district court system of the State of Louisiana. However, the state statutes 
Ihal create the distric! altorneys also give the district attorneys control over all their operations. This includes the hiring 
and retention of em ployees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursem ent of 
fimds. The district attorney is financially independent and operates autonom ously from the Slate of Louisiana and 
independently from  the district court system . 

Govem menl Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determ ining which component units 
should be considered part of the P, ed River Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for 
including a potential com ponent unit within the reporting entity 
criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accountability. 

is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth 
Th is criteria includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specific financial burdens on the police jury 

Orga~izations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but ore fiscally dependent on the 
police jury. 

Orgaltizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be m isleading if data of the organization 
is l~ot included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 



DISTR1C.T ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-N INTH JU DICIAL I)ISTRIC'I 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS fCONTIN1 JED 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

A. Financial Reporting Entity (Continued) 

The District Al~omey of tile Thirty-Ninth Judicial District is financially dependent on the police jury and has the ability 
to impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. In addition, the reporting entity financial statements would bc 
m isleading if data of the district attorn ey is not included because of the nature and significance of the relationship. For 
th ese reasons, the district attorney was determ ined to be a component unit of the Red River Parish Police Jury, tile 
finaucial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present infomaation only on file funds maintained by 
the district attorney and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that 
governm ental unit, o1" th e other governm ental units th at comprise the financial reporting entity. 

It:. Fund Accountiug 

"llle accounts of the District Attorney are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered 
a separate accounting entity. Fund accounting is designated to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial 
m anagement by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. The operations of each 
fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, 
revenues, aud expenditures. The individual funds account for the governm ental resources allocated to them for the 
purpose ofcam'ying on specific activities in accordance with laws, regulations, or other restrictions. An account group 
is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded 
in the fands because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources~ The funds are grouped in 
th is report intu generic fund types and broad fund categories as follows: 

G ovel'nuleut al Funds 

c_(kCk~ al Fund[ - The general operating fund of the district atturney is used to account for all financial resources that arc 
not required to be accouuled for in another fund. It was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statute 
15:571.11 as am ended, which provides that twelve percent of tile fines collected and bonds forfeited be transmitted to 
th e District Attorn ey to defi'ay the necessary expenditures of his office. 

~ aJRg.venue - The special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than 
special assessments, expendable trusts or other major capital projects) that are legally restricted to expenditures for 
specific purposes. "]'he special revenue funds of the District Attorn ey of th e Thirty-Ninth Judicial District consist of th e 
following: 

Title 1V-D Reim bursem ent Fund - consists of incentive paym ents and reimbursem ent grants from tile Louisiana 
Depai~ment of Social Serv ices, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, to establish fam ily and child support program s 
cornpalible with Title 1V-D of the Social Security Act. The purpose of the fund is to enforce the support 
obligation owed by absent pareuls to their families and children, to locate absent parents, to establish paternity, 
and to obtain fam ily and child support. 

W ortbless Checks Collection Fee Fund - consists of fees collected in accordance with Louisiana Revised Stalute 
16:15, which provides th at the District Attorney receives, from the principal to tile offense, a prescribed am ount 
Ul:nm collection of a worthless check. The funds m ay be used only to defray the salaries and expenses ofthe 
office of the District Attorney, and m ay not be used to supplem ent th e salary of the District Attorney. 



D |STRICT A 'IT O RN EY O F TH E TH IRTY-N IN TH Jl IDIf?IA I. I)IRTRH-'T 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINIIEI3 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Fiduciary Fund 

Agency Fund - funds used to account for assets held by the govern m ent as an agent for individuals, private organizations, 
other governments and other funds. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not invob,e 
m easurem eut of results ofoperatlons. The agency funds of tile District Attorney of the Thirty-N inth Judicial District 
consist of the following'. 

Asset Forfeiture Fund - is used as a depository for assets seized by local law enforcement ageucies. Upon order 
of the district court, these funds are either refunded to the litigants or distributed to the appropriate recipient, 
in accordance with applicable laws. 

Bond Forfeiture Fund - is used as a depository for bonds forfeited In rural district attoru ey offices. Upon order 
of the district court, these funds are either refunded to the litigants or distributed to the appropriate recipient, 
in accordance with applicable laws. 

Account Groups - An account group is a financial reportfilg device designed to provide accountability for certain assets 
and liabilities not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available finaueial resources. 

General Fixed Assets - This is not a fund but rather an account group that is used to account for general fixed assets 
acquired principally for general purposes and excludes fixed assets in the Enterprise Fund. 

C. G eneral FixedAssets 

The accouuting and reporting treatm ent applied to the fixed assets associated with a fund are determ ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. A ll governm ental funds are accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" m easurem ent focus. 
Th is meaus that only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. Their reported 
fund balance (net current assets) is considered a measure of "available spendable resources". Govermnental fund 
operathlg statements present increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures aud other 
financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they are said to present a summary of sources and uses of"available 
spendable resources" during a period. 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the General Fixed 
Assets Account Group, and are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types when purchased. No 
depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at cost. 

The fixed assets account group is not a "fired". It is concern ed only with the m easurem ent of finaucial position, not with 
m easurem ent of results of operations. 

D. Basis of A ccounting 

Basis of accuunting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in th e financial 
statenlenls. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the m easurements m ade, regardless of the m easurenlent focus 
applied. 

]0 



DISTRICT ~TTORNEy OF THE THIRTY-NINTJ] JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
CO1 ]gH ATTA . 1.O111SIAN A 

N t~TER TO TNE FIN ANCIAl. .qTATEM FNTS (CONTINUED 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED} 

D. Basis of Accounting (Continued) 

The govern mental funds are accounted for using the m odifed accrual basis of accounting. Under the m odified accrual 

basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., whey they become measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible 
within the current period. Conunissions on fines and bond forfeitures and court costs are recorded in the year they are 
eollecled by the tax collector. Grants are recorded when the District Attorn ey is entitled to the funds. Fees on worthless 
checks are recurded in the year in which lhe worthless check is paid. Interest income is accrued, when its receipt occurs 
soon enough after the end of the accounting period so as to be both m easurable and available. 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accru al basis of accounting when the related fund liability is 
incurred. Purchases of varinus operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the tim e purchased. 

Transfers between funds which are not expected to be repaid are accounted for as other financing sources/(uses) 

E. Bud:get Practice 

The district attorney adopts a budget prior to January ~ of each year for the General Fund and th e Special Revenue Funds 
in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statutes. The operating budget is prepared based on prior year's revenues and 
expenditures and the estimated increase therein for the current year, using the modified accrua| basis of accouuting. The 
district attorn ey is not required to publish the budget, but the budget m ust bc adopted and available for public inspection. 
Budgeted am uuuts included in the accompanying financial statem ents include th e original adopted budget am ounts and 
all subsequent am endm ents, All budget appropriations lapse at year end. 

F. Vacation and Sick Leave 

Full4im e employees of the District Attorney's olTice earn ten days vacation leave and ten days sick leave each yeal. 
1.eave cannc,t be accum ulated from one calendar year to the next, and there are no vesting privileges. Therefore no 
liability for c:ornpensated absences has been recorded in the accompanying financial statem ents. 

G . Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Consisletu with GASB Slatem ent 9, "Reporting Cash Flows of Proprietary and Nonexpendable Trust Funds and 
Goverlunental Entities that use Proprietary Fund Accounting", the district attorney defines cash and cash equivalents as 

Cash - includes not only currency on hand but also dem and deposits with banks or other financial institutions and other 
kinds of accounts that have th e general characteristics of dem and deposits in that the custom er m ay deposit additional 
fimds at any tim e and also effectively m ay withdraw funds at any tim e without prior notice or penalty. 

Cash equivalents - includes all short term , highly liquid investments that are readily convertible 1o known amoutus of 
cash and are so near their m attzrity that fl~ey present insignificant risk of changes in value because of interest rates. 
Generally, only investments which, at th e day of purchase, have a m aturity date no longer than three m onths qualify under 
this defnition. 



DISTRICT ATTORN EY OF THE THIRTY-N INTII JUDICIAl, DISTRICT 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

II. Receivables 

All receivables are reported al their gross value and, where applicable, are reduced by the estimated portion that is 
expected to be uncollectible. 

Shorl-Terrn lnterfund Receh,ables/Payables 

l)uring the course of operations, num erous transactions occur between individual funds for goods provided or services 
rendered. These receivables and payables are classified as "due from other funds" or "due to other funds" on the balance 
sheet. Short-tem l interfund loans are classified as "interfund receivables/payables" and are recorded by all funds affected 
ill the period in which transactions are executed. 

J. Prepaid item s 

Paym ents m ade for services that will benefit periods beyond December 31, 1998, are recorded as prepaid items 

K . Fund Equity 

The unreserved fund balances for governm ental funds represent the am ount available for budgeting future operations 

Reservations are created to either a) satisfy legal covenants or b) identify the portion of the fund balance that is not 
appropriable for future expenditures. Specific reservations of the fund balance accounts are summ arized below. 

Reserv e for prepaids - This reserve was created to represent th e portion of th e fund balance that is not availablc 
for expenditures because the district attorn ey expects to use these resources within the next budgetary period. 

Com parative D ata 

Com parative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanying financial statem ents in order 1o 
provide an understanding of changes in th e District Attorn ey's financial position and operations. However, comparative 

(i.e., presentation of prior year totals by fund type) data have not been prepared in each of the statements since their 
inclusion would m ake the statem ents unduly com plex and difficult to read. 

M . Total Colum ns on Com bined Statem ents - Overview 

"1 oral columns on file general purpose financial statem ents are captioned "M em orandum Only" to indicate that thcy are 
presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or results of 
operations in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data cmnparable to a 
consolidation, lnterfund elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of th is data. Certain am ounts from prior 
yeal financial statern ents have been reclassified to conform with current classifications. 

N. Encunlbranees 

Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other comm itm ents for the expenditure of m onies 
ate recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by the District Attorney. 
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DISTI~ICT ATTORN EY OF TtIE THIRTY-N INTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED 
D~gCEM BER 31, 1998 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINtlED) 

Estim ates 

The preseutation of financial stalem ents in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles requires 
m anagement to m ake estim ates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure 
of contin gent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statem ents and the reported am ounts of reveuucs and 
expenses during the reporting period. Actual l~sults could differ from those estinmtes. 

NOTE 2 CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

l.ouisiana Revised Statutes auth orivx: the District A'ctom ey to invest in United States b~)nds, treasury notes or certificates, 
or to deposit fiands in dem and deposits, interest bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits with 
stale banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. Deposits are 
classified as investm ents if th eir original m aturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original m aturities are 90 days or 
less, they are classified as cash equivalents. 

At December 31, 1998, the District Attorn ey had cash and cash equivalents totaling $188,215, as follows: 

__  Gepgra] Special Revenue Agency Total 

Demand deposit $ 0 $ 7,511 $ 973 $ 8,484 
Interest- bearing dem and deposits __  99,002 80,729 0 179 7,2~1 

L  99,002 $ . 88,240 $ 97~, $ 188,215 

Uudcr state law, th ese deposits m ust be secured by Federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the 
fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of th e pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance musl al all limes equal 
the am ount oa deposit with th e fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the nam e of th e pledging fiscal agent bank 
in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1998, the District Attorn ey 
had $188,717 in bank deposits. These deposits wet~ secured from risk by $188,717 of federal deposit insurance and 
$50,152 (market value) of pledged securities held by the custodial banks in the name of the fiscal agent (GASB category 

Even flmugh the pledged securities are considered collaleralized under the provisions of GASB Statem ent 3, Louisiana 

Revised Sial:ales require the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within ten (10) days of being 
notified by the District Attorney that the pledging bank has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

NOTE 3 RECEIVABLES 

The following are revenues receivable at December 31, 1998 

General Fund .Special Revenue _  To!al 
Commissions- Fines, forfeitures, andcourt costs $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 
Federal grant -- Title IV-D reinthursement ~) 10,912 __  10.912 

0 ~  ~ 10,912 

13 



OC)I ]RH ATT A I,~ ] IIRIAN A 

NOTE 4 CH ANGE IN GENERA l, FIXED ASSETS 

A sum mary of'changes in general fixed assets follows 

Automobile 
Equipm ent 

Balance 
January 1, 

! 998 Additions 
$ 24,048 $ 0 

55 651 __  8,427 

Balance 
December 31, 

D .eletjgns 1998 
$ 0 $ 24,048 

0 64 0,Q~8 

NO TE 5 PENSIO N PLANS 

The district atltorney participates in two cost-sharing, multiple-employer, public employee retirement systems (PFJ~,S). 
The District Attorney and assistant district attorney are m embers of ttle District Attorneys' Retirem ent System . 
Secretaries of the district attorney's office are m embers of the Parochial Employees Retirem ent System of Lonisiana, Plan 
A. These retirem ent system s are cost-sharing, m ultiple employer, statewide retirem ent system s which are administered 
by separate hoards of trustees. The contributions of participating agencies are pooled within each system to pay the 
accrued benefits of their respective participants. The contribution rates are approved by the Louisiana Legislature. 

Each system provides for employer and employee contributions based on a percentage of gross earnings as follows: 

Parn chial Ern ployees' Retirement System 
District Attorneys' Retirem ent System 

A. District Attorneys' Retirem ent System 

5.75%  
1.25%  

Employee 
7.00% 
7.00%  

Generally, all persons who are district attorn eys of the State of Louisiana, assistant district attorn eys in any parish of thc 
State of Louisiana, or employed by the retirem ent system or the Louisiana District Attorn eys' Association, are eligible 
to participate in this system . 

Assistant dislxict attorn eys who earn , as a nfinimum , the am ount paid by tbe state for assistant district attorneys and are 
under the age of 60 at the tim e of original employm ent and all district attorn eys are required to participate in the System . 

For members who joined the Syslem before July 1, 1990, and who elected not to be covered by the new provisions, thc 
following applies: Any m ember with 23 or m ore years of creditable service regardless of age m ay retire with a 3 percent 
benefit reduction for each year below age 55, provided that no reduction is applied if th e m ember has 30 or m ore years 
of service. Any m ember with at least 18 years of service m ay retire at age 55 with a 3 percent benefit reduction for each 
year retiring below the age of 62. The retirem ent benefit is equal to 3 percent of the m em ber's average com pensation 
m ultiplied by th e num ber of years of his m embership service, not to exceed 100 percent of his average final 
com pensation. 

Fox members who joined the System after July 1, 1990, or who elected to be covered by the new provisions the following 
applies: M embers are eligible to receive norm al retirem ent benefits if they are age 60 and have 10 years of service credit, 
arc ~ge 55 and have 24 years of serv ice credit, or have 30 years of service credit regardless of age. The norm al 
retirem ent benefit is equal to 3.5 per cent of th e m ember's final-average compensation multiplied by years of membership 



D1RTRICT ATT~RNI~Y CW  THE THIRTY-NINTH .11 IDICIAI. D1STR1C'I 

N O'I'E~q TO THE FIN AN CIAl. STATEM ENTS (CON TINU ED 

DECEM B]ER 3 !, 199~, 

NOTE 5 PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

A. District Attorneys' Retirement System (Continued) 

service. A m cmbel is eligible for early retirement if he is age 55 and has 18 years of service credit. The eady retiremcn 
benefit is eqtialt to tile norm al retirem ent benefit reduced 3 percent for each year the m ember retires ill advance of norma 
retirement age. P, enefits may not exceed 100 percent of final compensation. 

The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute 

Contributions to the System include .2 percent of the ad valorem taxes collected throughout the state and revenue sharing 

funds as appropriated by the legislature. The .2 percent is the statutory set rate that can be adjusted by the Public 
Retirement System s' Actuarial Conmaitlee. State statute requires covered employees to contribute a percentage of their 
salaries to the System . 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents and requited 
supplem entary  infom lalion, q~ha/report m ay be obtained by writing to the District Allom eys' Relirem ent Syslem , 1645 

Nicholson Driw:, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70802-8143, or by calling (504) 267-4824. 

B. Parocbial Em ployees' Retirem ent System 

Substantially :all employees of the District Attorn ey of the Th irty-Ninth Judicial District are m embers of the Parochial 

Employees' R, etirement System of Louisiana (System), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retirement 
system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. The System is composed of two distinct 
plans, Plan A al~d Plan B, with separate assets al~d benefit provisions. All m embers participate m Plan A . 

All pe)mane)ll employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part from parish funds and all 
elected parish offi cials are eligible to participate in the System . tinder Plan A, employees who retire at or after age 60 
with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 with at least 25 years of creditable service, or at any age 
with at least 2,0 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 pcrceut 
of their finaI-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those em ployees who were m embers of 
the supplemental plan only before January 1, 1980, the benefit is equal to one percent of final average salary plus $24 
for each year of supplem ental-plan-only service earned before January 1, 1980. Final-average salary is the em ployee's 
average salary over file 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who lerminatc 
witb at least lhe am ount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their employee contributions m ay retire 
at the ages specified above and receive the benefit acenled to their date of term ination. The System also provides deafll 
and disability benefits. Benefits are established by stale statute. 

Contributions to the System include one-fourth of one per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each 
parish, exceDt Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based 
pm porHonat,~ly on the salaries of the active m embers of each plan. State statute requires covered employees to contribute 
a percentage of their salaries to the System . 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents and required 
supplementary infonnation. That report m ay be obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees' Retirement System, 
Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-471619, or by calling (504} 928-1361. 

~5 



NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTIN UED 

NOTE 6 I,EASES 

The District Attorney's offi ce has no capital or operating leases at December 31, 1998 

NOTE 7 I.ITIG ATIO N 

The Districl Attorney is not involved in any litigation at December 31, 1998 

NOTE 8 SALARY REIM BURSEM ENTS 

The Red River Parish Police Jury pays much of the salaries of the District Attorney's offi ce. At the end of each yeal, 
the District Atltoruey reimburses the Red River Parish Police Jury for these salaries. The salary reimbursem ents for the 
year ended December 31, 1998, reported in the accompanying financial statements, total $6,237. 

NOTE 9 EXPENDITURES NOT INCLUDED IN TH E FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

The accom panying financial statem ents do not include certain expenditures of the District Attorney paid out of the 

criminal court, the parish police jury, or directly by the state. 

NO TE 10 FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PRO GRA M  

The district attorney participates in the United States Department of Health and Hum an Services Support Enfolcement. 
Title 1V-D Program , Catalog of Federal Dom estic Assistance Number 13.783. This program is funded by indirect 
assistance paym ents, in the form of both incentive paym ents and reimbursement requests to the Departm ent of Social 
Services. 

The reimbursement payments are restricted by a fomaal agl~ement between the district altom ey and Department of Social 
Services and includes a budget of expected expenditures for each fiscal year ending June 30, "]'he district altom ey 
subm its reim bursem ent requests to the Departm ent of Social Services on a m onthly basis. 

There are no reslriclions on how incentive paym ents m ay be expended, except as m ay be required by state law for any 
other funds of the district attorney, ltowever, these payments, as well as the reimbursement payments, may be subjected 
to further review and audit by the federal grantor agency. No provision has been made in the financial slalel:l~euls far 
the reimbursem ent of any expenditures thai m ay be disallowed as a result of such review or audit. 

NOTE 11 RISK M ANAGEM ENT 

The district aUorney is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, dam age to, and destruction of assets; 
errors and oraissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The district attorney maintains commercial insurance 
coverage covering each of lhose risks of loss. M anagem ent believes such coverage is sufficient to preclude any 
significant uninsured losses to the district. 

:16 



SU PPLEM EN TA L IN FO R M A TIO N SC H ED U LES 



SPECIM , REVENUE FUNDS 

Special revenue funds are used to account for specific revenues that are legally restricted to 
expenditure for particular purposes. 

The special revenue funds are used to account for the following specific resources 

~ _IV-1) Fund - To account for the receipt and expenditure of reimbursement and incentive grants from the 
l.ouisiana Department of Social Services, a pass-through agency for the Federal Department of I leahh and 
Hum an Services. Reimbursem ent grants are authorized by Act 117 of 1975 to establish fam ily and child 
support program s compatible with Title 1V-D of ti~e Social Security Act. The purpose of reimbursement grants 
is to enforce the support obligation owed by absent parents to their families and children, to locate absent 
parents, to establish paternity, and to obtain fam ily and child supporl. Incentive grants are awarded to the 
Louisiana DDS by the Federal Govern m ent for the collection of child support payments. These incentive grants 
are therL passed through to each individual parish based upon the amount of child support collected in that 
parish. Incentive grants m ay be used for any lawful purp ose. 

W ol~ hleAs CJLeck~ Collection - Fees collected in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 16:15, which 
provides that the District Attum ey receive, from the principal to the offense, a prescribed am ount upon 
collection of a worthless check. These funds m ay be used to defray the salaries and expenses of th e District 
Attum cy's office. 

:18 



D I~TRW 'T A'r'TO I~N I~V O F TH I~ TH 1RTV-N INTll J! ~Dlf?.IA 1, D LqTRICT 

A ssets 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Receivables 
Federal grants 
State grants 
PJepaid expenditures 

Total Assets 

Liabilities and Fund Balances 

l.iabilities 
Accounts payable 
Due 1o other funds 

Total Liabilities 

Fund balances 
Reserved for prepaid expenses 
Unreserved .- undesignated 

COl IRH AT FA LOI J1SIAN A 

W orthless Check 
Title 1V-D Collection Fee 

$ 80,729 $ 7,511 

10,912 
0 

0 
0 

S .CttEDUI.E 1 

Tolals 
1_998 1997 

$ 88,240 $ 84,641 

10,912 
0 

6,027 
741 

__  8,639 0 8,639 5,459 

$ 124 
0 

$ 72 
3,119 

$ 196 $ 255 
0 

124 3.191 3,315 255 

8,639 0 8,639 5,459 
~  9!,517 4,320 __  95,837 91,1,54 

Total Fund Balance _ -  100,1,56 4~  104,476 96,6133 

Total 1,iabilities and Fund 
Balances $ 100,280 $ 7,511 ~_ !07J91 $ 96,868 

The notes to the financial statem ents are an integral part of this statem ent. 19 



P.cveuucs 
Chalges for services 
Fees on worthless checks 
lntergovenlm ental 
Federal grants 
State grants 
In|crest ]-cveuoe 

Total, Revenues 

Expenditm es 
General governm ent 
Salaries and related benefits 
Operating services 
Accounting 
Consulting 
Dues and subscriptions 
]nsuranee 
Telephone 
Court cost 
M ater/Ms arid supplies 
Office supplies 
Other 
Travel and uther charges 
Auto Expense 
Travel 
M erchant reimbursem ent 
Other 
Capital outlay 
Red River Parish Police Jury 

Total Expenditures 

W orthless Checks 

SCItEDULE 2 

IVzD _Collection Fe,~e 1998 __  . 1997 

$ 0 $ 7,341 $ 7,341 $ 6,469 

51,525 
7,705 

61.795 

0 
0 
0 

7,341 

51,525 
7,705 

~ 2,565 
69,136 

37,495 
13,795 

--  2,543 
60,302 

15,094 6,237 21,331 18,400 

1,550 
0 

3,195 
5,310 
729 
0 

906 
677 

3,980 
0 
0 
0 

879 

51.32Q 

0 
0 

204 
0 

783 
633 

1,398 
0 

1,550 
0 

3,399 
5,310 
1,512 
633 

2,304 
677 

3,980 
0 

310 
28 
879 

19,000 

_  60,913 

1,550 
339 

3,050 
5,826 
1,161 
992 

991 
0 

1,614 
2,030 
1,195 

0 
326 

_ --  24,552 
_  62,024 

Excess of Revenues Over/(Under) Expenditures 10,475 (2,252) 8,223 (1,722) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES/(USES) 
Transfer (to)/f~om other funds 0 (3~Q) -- (360) .~  0 

Excess of revenues and other fflnallcillg SOUTC~S 

over/(under) expenditures and other financing 
sources 10,475 (2,612) 7,863 (1,722) 

Fund Balances, Beginning of year __ ~_,~ J_ __  6,93_2 _ 96,613 ._ 98,33~ 

Fund Ftalanccs, End of year 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of th;,s statement. 20 



Revenues 
lnlergovernm ental 
Federal gra~ts 
State grants 
Interest revenue 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 
General government 
Salaries and related benefits 

Operating servtceg 
Accouating 
Dues and subscriptions 
/nsurancc 
Telephone 
M aterials and supplies 
Repairs 
Office supplies 
O ther 
Travel and other charges 

Auto expellse 
Travel 
Capital outlay 
Red River Parish Police Jury 

Total expenditures 

Excess of Revenues Over/(Under) Expenditures 

Fund Balances, Beginning of yea~ 

Fund P, alauces, End of year 

$C11EDULE~3 

Y ariance 

__  
B0dg~__  __  Actual__  Fay/(U~  

$ 50,000 
8,000 

$ 51,525 
7,705 
2 5~ L6_5 

$ 1,525 
(295) 
5~6~ 

60,000 61,795 1,795 

15,000 

1,550 
3,000 
5,800 
600 

0 
500 
650 

4,000 
500 
400 

__ _ 20,00_0 

15,094 

1,550 
3,195 
5,310 
729 

0 
906 
677 

3,980 
0 

879 

~ ~ _0 

(94) 

0 
(195) 
490 

(129) 

0 

(406) 
(27) 

20 
500 
(479) 

__  
1.000 

10,475 $ ,~ 2475 

The notes to the tananeial statements are an integral part of this statement, 



RTR1CT Aq'TflRN FY OF THE TI IIRTY-N INTH JIIDICIAL DISTRIC'I 
COl ]SH ATTA. 1.0IIlSIANA 

W ORTttLESS CI1ECKS COLLECTION FEE SPECIAL REVEN UE FUN[ 
STATEM ENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN 

FUND BAI,ANCES - BUDGET (G_ AAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 
YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31. 1998 

Revenues 
Charges for services 
Fees on worthless checks 

Total revenues 

Fxpenditures 
General govel'nlueut 
Personal services and relaled benefits 
Salaries and related benefits 
Operating services 
Dues and subscriptions 
Consulting 
Court COSt 
Telephone 
M aterials and supplies 
Office supplies 
Travel and other charges 
M iscellaneous 
M erchant reinlbursellr enl 

Total expenditures 

Fxcess of Revenues Over/(Unde0 Expenditures 

SCHI~,DU I,P; 4 

Variance 
Budget Act0al Fav./(Unfav.) 

~ 700 $ 7,341 $ (359) 

7,700 7,341 (359) 

5,000 

200 
100 
500 
600 

1,100 

0 
200 

6,237 

204 
0 

633 
783 

1,398 

28 
310 

(1,237) 

(4) 
I00 

033) 
083) 

(298) 

(28) 
(ito) 

7,700 9,593 __  (1,893) 

0 (2,252) (2,252) 

OTIIER FINANCING SOURCES/(USES) 
Transfer (toyfrom other funds 0 (360) (360) 

Excess of reveaues and other finaacing sources over/ 
(under) expenditures and other financing uses $ 0 (2,612) L  (2,6121 

l:tmd Balances, Beginning of year 

Fund Balances, End of year 

(i,932 

$ 4,320 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement. 22 



AGENCY FUNDS 

Agency funds are used to account for assets held by the governm ent as an agent for individuals, 
piivate organizations, other goveruments and other funds. 

Asset Forfeiture Fond - This fund is used as a depository for assets seized by local law enforcement 
agencies. Upon order of the district court, these funds are either refunded to the litigants or distributed 
to the appropriate recipient, in accordance with applicable laws. 

.l~Qnd Eg~  - This fund is used as a depository for bonds forfeited to rural district attorney 
offices. Upon order of the district court, these funds are either refunded to the litigants or distributed 
to tile appropriate recipient, in accordance with applicable laws. 

23 



ASSETS 

STRICSr ATTORN EY OF THE THIRTY-N INTH .It H)TCIAT, DT~TRTCT 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Tota| assets 

LIABILITIES 

AGENCY FUNDS 

Asset Bond 
Forfeiture Forfeiture 

SCHI~DULE 5 

Fund _ Fund Total 

$ 269 .$_ 704 $ 973 

Due to lnw entbrcement agencies and others $ 269 $ 704 $ 973 

$ 269 .$_ 704 $ 973 

The notes to the financial statem ents are an integral part of this statem ent. 



]-'~I:qTR 1C.T Aq~I'C)RN EV O F TH E TH IRTY -N IN TH 

ASSETS 

~)ICIAL DISTRICT 

STATEM ENT OF CItANGES IN ASSETS AND L1ABII.ITIES 

SCHEDUI.E 6 

Balance Balancc 
December 31, December 31, 

1997 Additions Deletions 1998 

Cash and cash equivalents ~_ 269 $ 0 $ 0 $ 269 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES 

$ 269 $ 0 $ O $ 269 

Due to law enforcem ent agencies 
and others ~_ 269 $ 0 $ 0 $ 269 

Total liabilities ~_ 269 $ 0 $ 0 $ 269 

ASSETS 

COl ]SH ATTA . 1.O1 JISIAN A 

Balance 
December 31 

SCtlEDUI.E 7 

Balance 
December 31 

1997 Additions Deletions 1998 

Cash and cash equivalents $ 704 $ 0 ~ _ Q $ 704 

1AABII.ITIES 

704 $ 0 $ Q $ 704 

Due to law enforcement agencies ~_ 704 $ 0 ~_ _0 $ 704 

Total liabilities $ 704 ~ 0 $ O $ 704 

The notes 1o the financial statem ents are an integral part of this statem ent 25 



Operating services 
Accounting & legal 
Dues and sub:~criptions 
hlsurance 
Telephone 
Trial expense 

Total operating services 

M aterials and supplies 
Office supplies 
Postage 

FI IN I) TYPES - GEN ERAl, F| IND 

Total m aterials and supplies 

Travel and other charges 
Auto expense 
Other 
Travel & conventions 

Total trave 

Red River Parish Police Jury 

Total Expenditures 

SCHEDULE 8 

1,550 
3,668 

0 
4,326 

9,608 

2,637 

0 

2,637 

53 
163 

__ . 5,188 

5,404 

7,548 

14,409 

39.597 

The notes to the financial statem ents are an integral part of this statem ent 26 



FRANK S. HINES, CPA 
LEW IS C. HINES, CPA 
E MERLIN SQUYRES, CPA 
JAY H SHEFFIELD. CPA 

H INES, JACKSON ,~ H INES 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCO UNTAN /'S 
PC) BOX 2188 ~ 133 EAST FIFTH STREET 

NATCHI'fOCHES, LA 71457 

Telephone (318) 352-6458 
FAX (318) 352-0404 
hjhcpa@worldnetla net 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINAN CIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARD S 

llonorable W illiam R. Jones, District Attorney 
of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District 
P. O. Box 606 
Coushatla, LA 71019 

A NEat JACKSON. JR , SPA 
(Retired) 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, Coushatta, 
Louisiana, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated M arch 8, 1999. 
W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in .Govern ment Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States 

Compliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether th e District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance with which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the 
detem fination of financial statement am ounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with th ose provisions was 

not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 'lTae results of our tests disclosed no 
nstances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under o~ ..mment Auditine Standards 

crnal Control Over Financial Rel~ortinl, 
In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's intern al 
control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on tile financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the inten)al control over fnancial reporling. Our 
consideration of the intern al control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the intern al 
control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the 
design or operation of one or m ore of the intern al control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk 
th at m isstatem euls in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and 
not be detected within a timely period by em ployees in the norm al course of performing their assigned functions. W e 
noted no m ailers involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation th at we consider to be m aterial 
weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the District Attorney of the Thirty-N inth Judicial District and the 
Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. However, this report is a m atter ofpubbc record and its distribution is not 
lim ited. 

H ines, Jacl~son & H ines 
Nalcbitocbes, Louisiana 
M arch 8, 1999 
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.~eL No. 

1 

)ISTR1CT A qq'ORN EY O F TH E TH IRTY-N INTH ]1 ID 1CIAI. D ISTRICT 

Fiscal Year 
Finding 
Initially 

~ ur~d f 

Corrective 
Action Taken 

(Yes, No, 
partia!ly) 

SCIIEDULE 9 

Planned Corrective 
Action/Pa~lial 

Corrective Action Take 

12131/97 The bank deposit balances of the District Yes This finding has been resolved 
Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial 
District exceeded federal deposit insurance 

corporation (FDIC) coverage and the 
deposiling banks did not pledge any 
securities to cover the am ount exceeding the 
FD]C's coverage. 
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Rc~ No. ntion of Findin~ Correct Action Planned 

SCIII~DULE 10 

Anticipated 
Name(s) of Completion 

Contact Person(s) Dat~ 

Nothing cam e 1to our attention that would require disclosure under Governm ent Auditing. Standard 


