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The l)istriet Attorney has charge of every crim inal prosecution by the state in his district and is the lega 

ndvisor Io lhc Grand Jury. lie performs olher duties as provided by law. The qualified electors of the judicial districl 
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JOH N R. VERCH ER PC 
Certffieff Public Accountant 

P.O .Box 1608 
Jena, Louisiana 71342 
Tel: (318) 992-6348 
Fax: (318) 992-4374 

N I)EPENDENT AUDITO R 'S REPO R T O N TH E CO M PO N EN 

lhmorable Reed W aiters 
I)istlict Attorney of tile 
Twenty-Eighth Judicial l)ish'ict 
Stale of Louisiana 
I.aSallc Parish 

UN IT FIN AN C IAl, STATEM ENTS 

I have audited llle accompanying fiuancial statcwtents of tile District Attorlley of the 'l"wellty-Eighfl~ Judicial l)islrick 
LaSalle Parish, Louisiana, a component unit of the LaSalle Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1998 and lot the 
year Iheu cmled as lisled ill lhe table of contenls. These financial statem ents are tile resl"~onsibility of the District 
Attorney of the Twenty-Eighth Judicial D istrict, LaSallc Parish, Louisiana, and m anagement. M y rcsponsibilily is to 
cxplcSs all upinion oB these financial statements based Oll IBy audit. 

1 conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and Govermnent Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comph'oller General of the United States. Those standards requirc that 1 plan and pcrl~/rm the audit to 
Dblai!) ,rc~s[)II~IbJL" ~SSk21"~UlCL' about w11c~11c1" tllc ~1111~uicial Stat~111CllLq al'C ffce of Illatcl'i~d lllJssta[cDIcnt. All audi[ illcIudcs 
exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures ill the financial statem ents

. An audil also 
includes assessing file accouuling principles used a~ld significant estimates m ade by m anagemellt

, as well as evaluating 
the overall financial statem ent prcsentatiou. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis tbr my opinion. 

I was unable to de(erm ine w hat effect, if ally, tire year 2000 w ill have on the D istrict Attorney's coulpulcr syslcm of 
what cftcct it w ill have on the D istrict's Attorney's financial condition. 

M y audit was m ade for tile purpose of lorm ing an opiuion on tile financial statemeuts taken as a whole
. The graphs 

listed in the table of contents is presented for f, urposes of additional analysis and arc not a required part of the financial 
statements o|'thc District Attorney of the Twenty-Eighth Judicial D istrict, LaSalle Parish, Louisiana. Such inf~rmalion 
has bccn subjected to thc auditing procedures applied ill the audit of the financial statements and, in my opinion, is 

.Icua, Louisiana 
April 20, 1999 

_ MEMBER_  

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOONTANIS -- 
SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANIS 



JOH N R. VERCH ER PC 
Certified PufJ(ic Accountant 

P.O.Box 1608 
Jena, Louisiana 71342 
Tel: (318) 992-6348 
Fax: (318) 992-4374 

DI~I'ENDI~NT AUDITO R 'S RE 
FINANC IAl. REPO RTING BASED O N AN AUD L STATEM ENTS PERFO RM EI) 

A C C ()R 1) 

The l louorable Reed W aiters 
D istrict Attorney of tile 
Twenty-I~ighth Judicial D istrict 
State of lxiuisiaua 
LaSallc Parisll 

ITING STAN I)A 

I have audited tile com ponent unit financial statements of the District Attorney of tile Tweuty-17Jghth Judicial 
District, LaSalle Parisll, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998, and have issued nay report 
thereon da|cd April 20, 1999. I conducted my audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditiug slandards and the 
staudards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by die Comptroller General 
of llle United States. 

C~ m31) lianee 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District Attorney of the Tweuly-liighth Judicial 
l)istrict, l.aSalle Parisb, Louisiana, financial statem ents arc fi'ee of m aterial m isstatelnent, 1 pcrRIrmed tesls (if its 
compliance witll certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance w ith which coukl have a 
direct and material effect on the determ ination of financial statement am ounts, ltowevcr, providing an opinion t,i 

compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit, and according/y, I do not express such an opiuiou. 
The results of lily tests disclosed 11o instances of noncompliance that are required to bc reported under (;ovcrnulenl 
Auditing Standard, except as follows and as discussed in "management letter comments" 

1998-1 Budgets 

Internal C ontrol O ver Financial R enorlin. 

hi planning and pcrf(irm iug my audit, I considered tile District Attorney of the Twenty-Eiglltll Judicial I)istriet, 
LaSallc Parish, Louisiana's internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine my auditing procedures for 
the purl;ose of expressing lily opinion Oll the financial statelnents and not In provide assurance on tile internal COlltroJ 
over tiuaucial reporting. M y consideration of the internal control over financial reporting w ould not necessarily 
disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be material weaknesses. A nlaterial 
wcakuess is a coodilion ill which tile design or operation of one o1" lllOrC Of the interual coll[l'O] conlponcnls does not 
reduce Io a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in am ounts that would bc m aterial ill relation to Ihc financial 
statculeuls being audited may occur alld not be detected within a timely period by employees in tile norulal course of 
pcrli)rm iug their assigned functions. 1 noted no m atters involving tilt internal control over financial reporting aud its 
o]'~cration that ] consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

MEMI~ER_  
- - - AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
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This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of m anagem ent and the Legislative Auditor and is not 

ntended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

Jcna, Louisiana 
April 20, 1999 

4 
otto  R . V ercher 



 



D ISTRICT A TI'ORNEY OF Tile TW EN TY-EIGH TIt 

]UDICIAL DJSTRICT 
STA TE OF LO UISIA NA 

I~,~SA LLE PA RISH  

COM IJIN ED BA LA N CE SItEET - A LL FUN1) TYPES A ND A CCOUN T GROUI'S 

DECEM BER 31, 1998 

ASSETS & OTHER DEBITS 
Cash 
Cash Equivalents 
Receivables: 
Glanl Revenue 
Com missions on Fines g 
Forfeitures 
Due From Other Funds 

Office Furnilure & Fixture 
Office Equipment 
Books & Library 
Vehicles 
Amount To Be Provided 
From General Fund 

TDTAL ASSETS & OTHER 
DEBITS 

Governm ental Fiduciary 
Fund T~/pes __  _  

Fund Type 

General 

$ 12,814 
10,235 

-0- 

4,705 
3,399 

I0- 
-O- 
fO- 
-0- 

t ~ABILITtES & F UND EQUI~ Y 
Liabilities 
Accounts Payable $ 1,929 
Payroll Taxes -0- 
Due To Other Funds -O- 
Capital Lease -O7 

~Ol AL LIABILITIES 

Special 
Revenue _ ~ erlc~  

$ 16,903 
-0- 

4,735 

-0 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 

;0- 

$ 20,638 

Fund Equity- 
Investment in General Fixed 
Assets $ -O- $ -0- 
Fund Balance - 
Unreserved/Undesignated 

$ 

__  
AccountGroups 

General General 
Fixed Long-Term 

_ A~ sets Debt 

5,026 $ 
-0- 

-0- 

-O- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0 

_ .. 
-0L 

.. 

$ 5,026 $ 

-0 -0 
-0- -0 

-O -0 

-O- -0 
-O- -O 

3,341 -0 
43,518 -0 

152 -0- 
21,112 -0- 

..
:0- 

. 
10,64~ 

68,123 _ $ == 10,64~ 

$ -0- $ 68,123 

... 
-O- 

. 
-0 

Total Fund Equity $ . 29 224 . $ . 
20638 

...$ -0- $ 68 123 

TOIAL LIABILITIES & 
FUND EQUITY 

,
$

= 31~15~ = ~$ 20~ 638 

Total 
(Memorandum 

Only} 

$ 33,743 
10,235 

4,735 

4,705 
3,399 
3,341 
43,518 

152 
21.112 

10,649 

$ 135,589 

0 $ 
-0 
-0- 

10,649 

1,929 
1,627 
3,399 
10.649 

$ 10 649 $ 17,604 

$ -0- 

-0- 

$ -O- 

$ 5,026 $ 68,123 $ 10,649 

Tile accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statement 
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$ 68,123 

49,862 

$ 117,985 



DISTRI('T ATFORNEY OF TIlE TW ENTY~EIGItTH ]UDICIAL I)ISTRIC'I 
STA TE OF LOUISIANA 

COM H1N E.D STA TEM EN T OF REVEN UES, EXPENI)ITURES, A ND 

C11ANGES IN FUN D BA LANCES-A LL GOVERNM EN TA L FUN D TYPES 

FOR TIlE YEA R EN D ED D ECEM BER 31, 1998 

REVENUES 
Fines & Forfeitures - Commissions $ 
W odhless Check Collection 
Intergovernm ental - 
Federal G rants 

TO TAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES 
G eneral G overnm ent - Judicial 
Salaries & Benefits 
Equipm ent 
Travel & Conference 
Office & Postage 
Insurance 
Dues 
Utilities 
Coud Cost & Professional 
Other Expenditures 
Auto Lease 
Auto Expense 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

General 
Fund 

67,367 $ 
34,278 

Special 
Revenue 
Fund 

Total 
(Mem orandum 

Only) 

-0- $ 
-0- 

67,367 
34,278 

.T01 100,687 _ . 100,687 

..$ ._ 101,645. .$ .100,687 . .$ 202,332 

$ 43,855 
-0- 

10,039 
7,569 
3,817 
2,000 
1,549 
18,701 
4,131 
5,111 
3,352 

$ 82,035 $ 
2,100 
266 

3,930 
980 
325 
33 
-0- 
542 

-0- 
26 

125,890 
2,106 
10,305 
11,499 
4,797 
2,325 
1,582 
18,701 
4,673 
5,111 
3,378 

$ . 100,12~ .$. 90,237 $ . 190,361 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF: REVENUES 
OVER (UNDER) EXPENDITURES BEFORE 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) $ 1,521 $ 10,450 $ 11,971 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 
Transfers From Dom estic Violence 
Transfers To Reim bursem ent 

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OI-- REVENUES 
OVER (UNDER) EXPENDITURES AND 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

FUND BALANCE - BEG INNING O F YEAR 

FUND BALANCE - END O F YEAR 

$ -o- $ 900 $ 
_  

-o- 
. (9o6) 

$ _  _  
-o- 

.$ -o:. $ 

$ 1,521 

$ _.. 27,7~3 

$ 29,224 

$ 10,450 

$. 10,)88 

$ 20,638 

$ 

$ 

$ 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of the financial statem ent 
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900 

-0~ 

11,971 

37,897 

49.868 



 

DISTRICT ATFORNEY OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTIt JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
STA TE OF LOUL~;IANA 

STA TEM F.N T OF REVEN UES, EXPENDITURES, A ND CIIA NGES IN FUN D BA 1A NCF. 

BU1)GET ((_;AAP) I~ASIS AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND 
FOR TH E YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1998 

REVENUES 
Fines & Forfeitures - Com m issions 
W orthless Check Collection 

TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES 
G eneral G overnm ent - Judicia 
Salaries & Benefits 
Travel & Conference 
Office & Postage 
Auto Lease 
Insurat}ce 
Dues 
Utilities 
Court Cost & Professional 
Other Expenditures 
Auto Expense 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
OVER (UNDER) EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE - BEG INNING O F YEAR 

FUND BALANCE - END O F:YEAR 

Budget Actual 

$ 71,562 
_ .. 

36,o54 
$ 67,367 

. _ ~ 
34,278 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ (4,195) 
(1,776) 

~; 107.,.616 $_ .10!,645. _ $ (5,971,) 

$ 44,559 
8,586 
6,723 
5,112 
3,311 
1,992 
1,573 
19,429 
22,008 

_ 4_167 

~ $.. 11Z,46~ 

$ (9,844) 

$ . 9,#44. 

$ -0- 

$ 704 
(1,453) 
(846) 

1 

(506) 
(8) 
24 
728 

17,877 
815 

$ .. 1_00,124 $ 17,336 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of the financial statem ent. 
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11,365 

17,859 

29,224 



 

D ISTRICT A TfORNEY 

OF TH E 

TW ENTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

STA TEM EN T OF REVEN UES, EXPENDITURES AND CIIANGES IN FUND BA I~'~NCE 

BUDGET (GAAP) BASIS AND ACTUAL 
SPECIAL REVEN UE FUN D 

FOR TH E YEA R ENDED D ECEM BER 31, 1998 

REVENUES 
ntergovernm ental - 
Federal and State G rants 

EXPENDITURES 
G eneral G overnm ent - Judicial 
Salaries & Benefits 
3ravel & Conference 
Office & Postage 
Aulo Expense 
Utilities 
Insurance 
[-quipm ent 
O ther 

TO TAL EXPENDITURES 

Budget 
. 

Actual 
_  

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ . .. 
81

.195 $ 100 687 $ 19,492 

$ 65,440 $ 
319 

2,870 
31 
40 

1,176 
-0- 

!3,48~ . 

82,035 $ 
266 

3,930 
26 
33 
980 

2,100 
867 

(16,595) 
53 

(1,060) 
5 
7 

196 
(2,100) 
12,621 

$ 8~ 364 ..$ .. 90 237 $ (6,873) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) O1-- REVENUES 
OVER (UNDER) EXPENDITURES BEFORE 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES {USES) $ (2,169) $ 10,450 $ 12,619 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 
Transfers From 
Transfers To 

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) 

$ -0- 
.. (!,918) 
$ _ ..{1,918) 

$ 9OO 

$ -0- 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
OVER (UNDER EXPENbI'rURES AFTER 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) (4,087) 10,450 

FUND BALANCE - BEG INNING O F YEAR 
_ $ . 4 087 $ 10 188 

FUND BALANCE - END OF YEAR $ -0- $ 20,638 

$ 

$ 

$ 

9OO 

1,0rB 
1,918 

14,537 

6,101 

:
20,638 

The accom panying notes are an integral pad of the financial statem ent 



INTRO I)UCTION 

1)ISTRICT A TI'ORN EY 

OF TIlE 

TW ENTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
STA TE OF LO UISIA NA 

LASA LLE PA RISII 

Notes to tile Financiaf Statemems 

As provided by Article V, Sectinu 26 of the Louisiana Constitution nf 1974, the District Attorney has charge of 
eveJy crim inal prosecution by tile state in his district and is tile legal advisor to the Grand Jury. tic pert'elms other 

duties as provided by law. The District Attol'uey is elected by the qualified electors of tile judicial district lot a term of 
six years. Ills jurisdiction covcl'S tbe Twenty-Eighth Judicial District of the State of Louisiana. The District Attorney 
employs ibm' administrative employees (part-time and full-time) and two assistant District Attorneys. 

(I) SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A. BASIS O F PRESEN TATIO N 

The accom panying financial statem ents of tile D istrict Attnrney of the Tw enty-Eighth Judicial D istrict have 

been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to government units. 
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-settiug body for establishing 
governmental accounting alld film ncial reporting principles. 

B. RI~PO RTING ENTIT'I 

As the governing authnlily of the parish, for reporting purposes, the LaSallc Parish Police Jury is the financial 
icporting entity for LaSane Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police july), 
(b) organizations fbr which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other nrganizaOons tbr which 
Ilalurtt and significance of their relatioushil~ w ith tbe prim ary governm c~lt are such thai exclusion wot)ld cause tile 
reporting cutity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. 

Governmental Acz'ouating StandarcZ~' Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for delerm ining which componenl 
unils should bc considered part of the LaSalle l'arish Police Jury fi/r financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion 
for including a potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting entity ix financial accountability. The GASB has set forth 
criteria to be considered in determiuiug financial accouutability. This criteria includes: 

Appointilag a voting majority of an organizatiolfs governing body, and 

a, The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 

b. The potential for lhe organization to provide specific financial benefits to or im pnsc specific financia 

burdens on the police jury. 

2. Organizations for which tbc police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally depcndcIll on the pnlicc 
jury. 

3. Organizations Jot which tile reporting entity financial statem ents w ould be m isleading it" data of tbe organization is 
not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 



 

DISTRICT ATFORNEY 
OF TH E 

TW ENTY-EIGIITH ]UDICIAL DISTRICT 
STA TE OF LOUISIANA 

LASA LLE PA RL~H  

Notes to the Finandaf Statements (Continued) 

Because ll~e police jury controls the district attorney's capital budgel and pays some of ils operatin,2 expenses, 
lhc districl atlorncy was determ ined to be a component unit of the LaSallc Parish Police Jury

, the financial reporting 
cntily. The accompanying financial statements present inform ation only on tile funds m ainlained by tile dislriel atlorney 

and do nol presenl iolbrmalion on tile police jury, tile general governmenl services provided by that govcrnmenla] unit, 
or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 

C. I,'UND ACCO UNTING 

"/'lie District Attorney uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and tile results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial managclnent by 
segregating tl"ar~saeti(m s relating to certain governm cllt functions or activities. 

A ftllld is a separate accouriting el'Jtity w ith a self-balancillg set of accoulitS
. Avl account group, Oil the other 

hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities thai ~rc not 
recorded in tile funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources

. 

[;unds of the D istriet Attorlley arc classified as goverllm elltal ]unds. Goverlmlental fuuds account tor the 
District Attorney's general activities, including tlle collection and disburselnent of specific or legally rcslrieled monies

, 

and the acquisition of general fixed assets. G overnm ental funds of the D istrict Attorney include: 

General Fllnd 
The General l"und w as established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statute 15:571

.11, w hich pr~w itlcs 
Illal 12 percent of tile fines eol]ccled and bonds forfeited be transm itted to the District Allorney to det?ay the uecessary 
expenditures of his office. 

7~tle IV-D S'pecial Revenue Fund 
The Title IV-I) Special l~',cvenuc Fund consists of incentive payments and reim bm'scmenl grants from the 

Lot6siana l)eparlmeut of Social Services
, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, 1o establish fam ily and ehikl support 

pH~gram s colnpatible w ith Title IV-I) of the social security act. The purpose of the fund is to enforce the supporl 
obligation owed by absent parents to their fam ilies and children

, to locate absent parents, to establish paternity, and to 
obtain fam ily and child support. 

Viethn Assistance Special Revenue Funds 
The Victim Assistance Special Revenue Fund is to account tbr revenue fi'om the stale and cxpcndilures to assist 

victims and their families through the criminal justice process and to facilitate the delivery of viclims' services and 
rights as provided by law . 

Thc W orthless Cheek Collection Fee Special Revenue Fund consists of fees collected in accordance with 
I,ouisiaua Revised Statute 16:15, which provides for a specific fee whenever the District Attorney's oM ec collects and 
processes a w orthless check. Expenditures fi'om this fund are at the sole discretion of the D istrict Attorney and m ay bc 
used to defray the salaries and expenses of the office of the D istrict Attorney

, but m ay not be used to supplement the 
salary oflbc Dislricl AItorncy. Revenues alld expe~ditures of this fund arc reported in the General/:und. 



 

DISTRICT A TTORN EY 

OF TH E 

TW EN'IT-EI GHTI1 ] UDI CIA L DISTRICT 
STA TE OF LO UISIANA 

LASA LLE PA RISH  

Notes to the Financiaf Statements (Cunti~mecO 

C. FUNI) ACCOUNTING - (Conl.) 

Dom estic Violence 
The doulestic violel~ce fm/d is used to account tor revenues and expenditures of tile domestic violence task 

force. The Twenty-Eighth Judicial District D istrict Attorney Domestic Violence Task Fol'cc is a unit of the Twenty- 
Eighth Judicial District Attorney's Office designed to assist those victim s of dom estic violence in LaSallc Parish receive 
shchcr, COtll't assistance all(] all othcl' fol'nls Of assistance available to them through ally local or stale agency both public 
and private. Thc task force receives its funding fi'om a grant by the Federal Government adm inistered througll tile Red 
River 1)ella Law En|orccm ent Planning Council. 

Agette), Fund 
This fund is used to account for payroll and related withbolding taxes paid fi'om tile office's various funds 

D. BASIS O F ACCO UNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determ ined by its measurement focus. 
The govermnental flmds are accounted fur using a current financial resources m easurement focus. W ith this 
incasUl'elBellt fOCUS, only Clll'reut assets at/d current liabilities generally arc included on tile balance shect. Operating 
slatull3ClllS ot" these funds pl'eSeDt iBcl'cases al/d decl'eases ill llel CHITCnt assets. The m odilicd i4f2Cl'tl.ql basis of 
acc~uuling is used by the govermnental funds. The governmental funds use tllc following practices in iccording 
rcventlcs alld cxpeuditures: 

revelltles 
Com m issions on lilies and bond fort;eitures are recorded in tile year tbey arc collected by the tax eullcctor 

Gram s arc recorded when tile District Attorney is enlitlcd to the funds 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received 

E xpelldilm -es 
Expenditures arc generally rccuguized under tile m odified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund 

liability is incurred. 

I,'iducJaJ3, 7)7)e l,~tnd - agency fund assets and liabilities are accounted tilt o~l tile modified accrual basis 

I'urchase of various operating supplies are regarded as expeuditurcs or expenses at tile time purchased, and 

ve~torics of such supplies (if any) are not recorded as assets at tile close of the fiscal year due to immateriality. 

us, Sources fuses) - W hen Arm lieahle 

Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid (and any other tiuancing source/use) arc accounted 
for as otller financing sources (uses). Other financing sources arc recorded when received and other fiuauciug uses arc 
recorded when |rallsJ~rred. 



E. BUI)G I~TARY PRACTICES 

DISTRICT A TFORNEY 

OF TH E 

TWENTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
STA TE OF 1AgUISIANA 

IA SA LLE PA RISIt 

Notes to the Financiaf Statements (Continued) 

The District Attorney adopls its budget annually on II/e modified accrual (GAAP) basis '~',f accounling. 
Budgetary comparisons arc included in the accompanying financial statements. All budgetary appropriations lapse al 
the end of cach fiscal year. Budgetary control is exercised at the fund level raffler than individual budgetary line item 

or flm ctional area. The budget was am ended during the year. 

F. CASII, CASII EQUIVALI,;NTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Cash includes amounts in delnand deposits, interest bearing delnand deposits, and money market accounts. 
Cash cqtlivalcnts include am ounts in time deposits. Under state law , the District Attorney m ay deposit funds in demand 
deposits, interest hearing dem and deposits, nloney m arket accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under 
lxm isiana law and national hanks having their principal offices in Louisiana. 

Under slate law , the D istrict Attorney m ay invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates 

IIVCSIIUClIIS arc staled at cost. 

G . FIXEI) ASSETS AND LO NG-TERM  IJABIL1TIES 

Fixcd Assets used in tile District Attorney's office (governmental fund type operations) acquired wilh District 
Attorney fi.mds arc accounted for in tile general tixed assets account group rather that in thc governmental ti.mds. No 
depreciation has bccn provided on gcne]'al fixed assets. All fixed assets arc valued at historical cost. I)onalcd fixed 
assets, if any, arc stated at their estimated fair value on the date donated. There are no public domain "infrastructure" 

general fixed assets. 

Fixed assets acquired w ith Police Jury funds are accounted fl/r and reported by LaSallc Parish Policc Jury 

I,ong-lcrln liabilities expected to be financed froln tile governnlelltal fund are accuuntcd for in the [J, cncral long 
IcIIn debt aeeounl group, not ill the general fluid. 

l)cbt paym cnls m ade by tile Police Jury on the behalf of tile D istrict Attorney arc reported by the LaSallc Parish 
Police Jury. 

The two account groups arc not funds. They arc concerned only w itll lhc nleasurcincnt of financial position and 
do I/(11 involve lncasurelrlCUl of rcsulls Of opcratious. 

I. CO M I'ENSATI~;i) ABSIgNC ES 

The D istrict Attorney has the fullow ing policy relating to vacation and sick leave 

I,;ach cmployee receives 1-4 weeks vacation leave each year depending on tile length of cmploynacnt. 
Ihnployccs also receive 10 days sick leave plus 2 days for each year employment. Sick leave can bc accumulated to a 
maximum of 90 days. 
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DISTRICT ATFORNEY 

OF TH E 

TW ENTY-EIGHTI 1 ] UDICIA L DISTRICT 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

LASA LLE PA RISH  

Notes to tile Financiaf Statements (Continued) 

I1. C()M PENSATEI) ABSENCES - (CON3".) 

The cost of current leave privileges, computed in accordance w ith GASB Codification Section C60 is 
rccegnizcd as current-year cxpendittlre ill tlle General Filed when leave is actually taken. The cost of leave privileges 

not requiring current resources is recorded in the general longqerm obligations acceunt group. 

Accumulated absences were net accrued ill these financial statenlents, as such amounts were i~nmatcr~al at 

)ccembcr 31, 1998. 

1. BAI) D EBTS 

UrLcellectiblc amounts duc for colnm issions, fees, etc. arc acceunted f,or utilizing tile allowallcc nlclhotl whco 
hey arc deemed uncollectible. Uncollectible am ounts at December 31, 1998 were imm aterial. 

J. 'I'O TA I. CO I.U M NS O N STATFM ENTS - O V ERVIEW  

The total celunlns en tile statem ents - overview are captioned "M cm eranduul Only" to indicalc that they arc 
prcseotcd (lilly to facilitate l]llallcial analysis. Data ill these cololllns do not present financial pesilion or results ill 
opera/ions, in conformity w ith generally accepted acceunting principles. Neither is such data cemparablc to a 

consolidation. 

(z) CASII AND CASII EOUIVALENTS 

At l)cccmbcr 31, 1998, the District Attorney has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) tetaling $50,062 as 

Dem and Deposits 
Tim e Deposits 

Total 

$ 39,827 
10,235 

$ 50,062 

(3) INVESTM ENTS 

At l)cccmbcr 31, 1998, tile D istrict Attorney has ne investments 



(4) RI~CI~IVAIH.ES 

D ISTRICI" A 'TFORNEY 

OF TIlE 

TWENTY-EIGH T11 ]UDICIAL DISTRICT 
STA TE 01; I~gUISIANA 

LASA LLE PA RISH  

Notes to the Finandaf Statements (Continued) 

The tbllow ing is a smmnary of receivables at December 31, 1998 

(5) Ci I ANGES 

Com m issions on Fines & 
Forfeitures 
G rant Revenues Receivable 

Total Receivables 

N G EN ER AL FI 

Genera/ 
Fund 

$ 4,705 
-0- 

$ 4,705 

A sum m ary of chanpes ill general fixed assets follew s 

G eneral Fixed Assets, at Cost 
Office Furniture & Fixtures 
Office Equipm ent 
Books & Libraries 
Vehicles 
Total Fixed Assets 

nvestm ent in G eneral Fixed Assets: 
G eneral Fund Revenues 
Federal G rant Funds 
State G rant Funds 
JDC Fund Com pulf;r 
Total Investm ents in Fixed Assets 

(6) PENSION PI,ANS 

Specia~ 
Revenue Fund 

$ 

-0- 
4,735 
4.735 

Balance 
12131197 Additions Deletions 

$ -0- 
2,100 

-0- 

$ 2.100 

$ 40,140 $ 
19,709 
6,174 

-0- 
$ 66,023 $ 

-0- 
.0o 
-0- 

2,1oo 
2.100 

$ -0- $ 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 

$ -o- $ 

$ -0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 

$ -0- 

Balance 
12131198 

3,341 
43,518 

152 

~1,112 
68.123 

40,140 
19,709 
6,174 
2~100 
68.123 

P/an D escription. The l)istriet Atterney and Assistant District Attorneys are lneulbers of the Louisiana l)islricl 
Attorney's Retirement System (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan administered by 
a separate board of trustees. 

Assislant District Attol'flcys wbo caru, a m ioimum , the am ount paid by the state for assistant district attorneys 
and arc under the age of 60 at the tim e of original em ploym ent and all district allorncys arc required te participate in 
the System . For members who joined the System belore July 1, 1990, and who elected not to be covered by the 
new previsiens, the follow ing applies: Any m ember with 23 or more years of creditable service regardless of age 
may retire w ith a 3 per cent benefit reduction for each year below age 55

, provided thai no reduction is applied if the 
incmber has 30 or m ore years of service. Any member w ith at least 18 years ef service m ay retire at age 55 with 3 per 
cent benefit reduction for each year below age 60. In addition, any member with at least 10 years of service may rclirc 
at age 60 with 3 per cent benefit reduction fur each year retiring below the age of 62

. The retirement bc~lefit is equal to 
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(6) PENSION PI,ANS - f~('._ONT_D 

D ISTRICT A TFORN EY 

OF TIlE 

TWENTY-EIGHTIt J[U)ICIAL DISTRICT 
STA TE OF LOUISIA NA 

LASA LLE PA RISH  

Notes to the Financiaf Statements (Continued) 

3 per cent of tile member's average final compensation multiplied by the number of years of bis membership service 
ii()[ to exceed 100 per cent of Ills avcragc final compensation. 

For members who joined tile System ariel" July 1, 1990, or who elected to bc covcrcd by the new provisions the 
fldlowing applies: M embers are eligible to receive normal retirement benefits if they are age 60 and have 10 years of 
service credit, arc age 55 and have 24 years of service credit, or have 30 years of service credit regardless of age. The 
nolmal retirement benefit is e, qual to 3.5 per cent of tile member's final-average compensation nlultiplied by years (,t" 
melnbcrship service. A m em ber is eligible for early retirem ent if he is age 55 and has 18 years of service crcdit. The 
early relircmcnt beuefil is equal to thc normal retirement benefit reduced 3 per cent for each year the member relircs in 
advance of normal retirement age. Bcnefits may not exceed 100 per cent of average final eompensalion. The Syslcnl 
also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 

The System issues an amm al publicly available financial rcport that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary inform ation for tbe System . Tbat report m ay be obtained by writing to the Louisiana District Allorneys 
Relircment System , 2109 Decatur Street, new Orleans, Louisiana 70116-2091, or by calling (504)947-5551. 

Iq~nding Policy. Plan members arc required by state statute to contribute 7.0 percent of tbeir annual covered 
salary and Ihc dislriet atloraey is required 1(5 conlribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. The current rate is 2.5 
perectlt of the ad valorem taxes collected throughout the state and revenue sharing funds as approprialed by the 
legb;lattu'c. The eontributiort requirem ents of plan m embers arid the district attorney arc establisbed and m ay he 
amended by statc statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are determined 
by aeluarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on tile results of the valuation tbr lhc prior fiscal year. 
The district atlorncy's contributions to the System for the years ending D ecem ber 31

, 1998, 1997, 1996, and 1995, 
were $ 318, $953, $1,340, and $1,339 respectively, equal l(5 tbe required contributions for each year. 

(7) CAPITAl, LEASES 

The District Attorney's office entered into a capital lease with GM AC for the purchase of a vehicle. The lease 
is payable $,:125 per month tbr 48 months beginning April 7, 1997 and the last payment due M arch 7, 2001. I~ollowing 
is the balance duc as of 12-31-98 and the amm al requirements to fund the capital lease

. 

Balance Due 12-31-98 

Y ear 
Ending 

l)ecem ber 31 
1999 
2000 
2001 

GM AC 
C apital Lease 

$ 10,649 

Aiiioun| 
5,103 
5,103 
1.276 
1.482 



 

DISTRICT A TI'ORNEY 
OF TH E 

TW ENTY-EIGHTH ]UDICIAL DISTRICT 
STA TE OF LOUISIANA 
1JtSA LLE PA RISH  

Notes W the Financiaf Statements (Continued) 

(8) EXPENSES AND DEBT SERVICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY NOT INCLUDED IN Till,: 
FIN A N C IA L STA 'I'EM EN T~q 

The accompanying financial slatclncnts do not include certain expenses and debt service of the l)istrict Atlorncy 
paid out of the funds of the crim inal court, the Police Jury of LaSalle Parish, or directly by the State of I xluisiana. 

(9) I,'EI)ERAI~ FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRA~ 

The l)istrict Attorney participates ill tile United States D epartm ent of Ilealth and llum au Services Support 
F, ntorcemcot, Title IV-I) Program

, Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number 13.783. This program is thndcd 
by indirect assistance payments, in the form of both incentive payments and reimbursements of a portion of cerlain 
cxpcnditures, received from the Louisiana Department of Social Services. For the year ended I)cccmber 31, 1998, the 
District Attorney for the Twcnty-FJghth Judicial District expended $40,194 and $6,617 in reimbursement and incentive 
paym ents, respectively. 

The rcimbursemeot payments are restricted by a forlnal agrcclncnt bctwcen tile District Attorney and 
)cpartmcnt of Social Services and include a budget of expected expenditures for each fiscal year ending June 30

. The 
)istrict Attorney subm its reimbursclnent requests to the D epartm ent of Social Services on a m onthly basis

. 

There arc no restrictions on how incentive paym ents m ay be expended, except as m ay be required by state law 
tbr any other funds of the district attorney, ltow ever, these paym ents, as well as tile reim burselneUt paym ents, m ay hc 
subjeeled to further review and audit by the federal grantor agency. No provision has been made in the financial 
slateulents for tile reinlbtlrsem en[ of ally expenditures that m ay be disallow ed as a result of such a review or audit

. 

(10) AGENCY FUND 

The agency fund of tile D istrict Attorney's Office is used to pay payroll due from tile various funds of the 
office. Use of the agency fmld allow s efficient accounting of payroll

, w ithholding and paynlcnt of payroll taxes and 
beucfils, l)uring the year the follow ing transactions accrued in the agency fund: 

Revenues 
Transfers from Various Funds 

Expenditures 
Salaries, Taxes and Benefits 

$ 128,061 

$ 125,890 



 

DISTRICT A TI'ORNEY 
OF 'IlIE 

TW ENTY-EIGIITII JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
STA TE OF LOUISIANA 

LASA LLE PARISH  

Notes to the Financiaf Statements (Continued) 

(I I) INTERFUND RECEIVABLES, PAYABLES 

Agency Fund 
G eneral Fund 

Tota 

Interfund 
Receivables 

$ -0- 
3,399 

$ 3,399 

17 

Interfund 
Payables 

$ 3,399 
-0- 

$ 3,399 



ASSETS & OTHER DEBITS 
Cash 
Receivables: 
G rant Revenues 

DISTRICT A 'ITORNEY OF 3"liE TW ENTY-EIGH TH 

]UDICIAL DISTRICT 
STA TE OF LOUISIANA 

IA SA LLE PA RISH 

TO TAL ASSETS & O THER DEBITS 

LIABILITIES & FUND EQ UITY 

Fund Equity - 
Fund Balance - 
Unreserved/Undesignated 

l"otal Fund Equity 

COM BININ G BA LANCE SH EET 

SI~F~CIA L R EVEN UE FUN D S 

DECEM BER 31, 1998 

IV-D 

$ 11,808 

4,735 

$ 16,543 

VICTIM 
ASSISTANCE 

DO M ESTIC 
VIOLENCE TOTAL 

647 $ 3,448 

-0- -0- 

647 $ 3,448 

$ 16,543 $ 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND EQUITY $ 16,543 $ 

$ 15,903 

4,735 

$ 20,638 

647 $ 3,448 $ 20,638 

647 $ 3,448 $ 20,638 

647 $ 3,448 $ 20,638 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of the financial statem ents 



I)ISTR1CT ATI'ORNEY OF TItE TWENTY-EIGIJTIt JUDICIAL 1)ISTRICT 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

REVENUES 
Intergovem m ental 
TOTAL REVENUES 

COM HIN IN G STA TEM EN T OF REVEN UES, IL~I'ENDITURES 

CHANGES IN FUND BA LA NCE 

EXPENDITURES 
Salaries & Benefits 
1ravel & Conference 
Office & Postage 
Insurance 
U'dli'des 
Auto Expense 
Equipm ent 
Other Expenditures 

TOTAL EXPENDITUREiS 

SPECIA L REVEN UE FUND 

FOR TUIE YEA R EN D ED DECEM BER 31, 1998 

IV-D 
VICTIM 

ASSISTANCE 

$ ..._.57,458 $ . 

$ 42,291 
266 

2,573 
98O 
33 
26 
-0- 
642 

-7~iiiiii i~&.~t! 

Excess (Deficiency) Of Revenues 
Over (Under) Expenditures Before 
Other Financing Sources (Uses) $ 5,647 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 
Transfer From Dom estic Violence 
Transfer To Reim bursem ent 

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) 

Excess (Deficiency) Of Revenues 
Over (Under) Expenditures & Other 
Financing Sources (Uses) 

FUND BALANCE-BEG INNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCE-END O F' YEAR 

$ 

$ 

900 
-0- 
9OO 

DO M ESTIC 
VIOLENCE TOTAL 

24 999 $ 23,230 
24 999 $ 23,230 

$ 24,544 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 

-0- 
-0- 
-0- 

$ 15,200 

1,357 
-0- 

-0- 
2,100 
225 

sill ~8,882 

$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

lO0,687 
lO0.687 

82,035 
266 

3,930 
980 
33 
26 

2,1o0 
867 

901237 

455 $ 4,348 $ lO,45o 

$ -0- 

$ -0- 

$ 6,547 $ 

9 996 

$ 16.543 $ 

$ -0- 

$ (90o) 

455 $ 3,448 

192 -0- 

647 $ 3,448 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of the financial statem ents 
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90O 

(900) 
-0- 

$ 10,450 

10,188 

$ 20.638 



I)ISTRICT A TI'ORNEY OF TIlE TWENTY-EIGHTII JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
STA TE OF LOUISIANA 

REVENUES 
Intergovernm ental 
TOTAL REVENUES 

COM BININ G STA TEM EN T OF REVEN UES, EXI'ENDITURES 
~" CItA N GES IN FUN D BA LAN CE 

BUDGET (GAAI') BASIS "0" ACTUAL 

EXPENDITURES 
Salaries & Benefits 
Travel & Conference 
Office & Postage 
Insurance 
Ulilities 
Auto Expense 
Equipm ent 
Other Expenditures 

TOTAL EXPENDITURFS 

SPECIA L REVEN UE FUN D 

FOR ']'lie YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1998 

Excess (Deficiency) Of Revenues 
Over (Under) Expenditures Before 
Other Financing Sources (Uses) 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 
Transfer From Dom estic Violence 
Transfer To Reim bursem ent 

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) 

Excess (Deficiency) Of Revenues 
Over (Under) Expenditures & Other 
Financing Sources (Uses) 

FUND BALANCE-BEG INNING O F YEAR 

FUND BALANCE-END O F YEAR 

IV-D 
BUDG ET ACTUAL VARIANCE 

...$ __  

~ $ . 

#6,19# 
56,1~)6 

$ 52,458 
$ 52.458 

$ (3,738) 
$ (3,738) 

$ (2,042) 
53 
297 
198 
7 
5 

-0- 
12,846 

$ 11,362 

$ (1,977) $ 5,647 $ 7,624 

$ -0- $ 900 
~!.,918) -0- 

$ {1,9"18)- .$ 900 

$ 

$ 

(3,895) 

3,69s 

-0- 

$ 6,547 

. _ .
9,996 

$ 16,543 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of the financial statem ents 

900 
1,918 
2.818 

$ 10,442 

6,101 

$ 16,543 



$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

DO M ESTIC VIO LENCE 
BUDG ET ACTUAL 

-0- 
-0+ 

-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0+ 
-0- 
-0+ 
+0- 
+0- 

$ 

$ 

VARIANCE BUDG ET 
VICTIM ASSISTANCE 

ACTUA L VARIANCE 

23 230 
..$ _.+23 2~0 .$ 24,999 $ 24,999 

+ 23,23Q . $..+ _23230 $ 24,999 $ 24,099 

15,200 
-0- 

1,357 
-0- 
-0~ 
-0- 

2,100 
_ 
225 

18,882 

$ (15,200) 
+0- 

(1,357) 
-O- 
-0- 
-0- 

(2,1 O0) 

._ $ .. d 8,882)... 

-0- $ 4,348 $ 4,348 

-0+ $ 
-0- 
-0- $ 

-0- $ 

-9- 

-0- 
+  = $ 

-0- 

(900) 
(9~0) 

3,448 

-0- 

3.448 

$ +0- 

(9q9) 

$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

-0- 
-0- 

647 
-0- 
-0- 
.0+ 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
647 

(192) $ 455 $ 647 

-0- $ 
-0- 

. _ + 

-0- $ 

$ 3,448 $ (192) $ 

-0- 192 

$ 3,448 $ -0- $ 

-0- 
-0- 
+0- 

455 

192 

647 

-0- 
-0- 
-0- 

647 

-0- 

647 



JOHN R. VERCHER PC 
Cer~fied Pu~fic Accountant 

P.O .Box 1608 
Jena, Louisiana 71342 
Tel: (318) 992-6348 
Fax: (318) 992-4374 

M AN AG EM EN T I.ETTER COM M ENTS 
& 

PRIO R YEAR M AN AG EM ENT LETTER CO M M EN TS 

I have attdited the finalleial statem ent of the D istrict Attorney of the Tw enty-Eighth Judicial D istrict, LaSalle 
Parish, l.ouisiana, as of and fur the year ended I)ecember 31, 1998 and have issued my report thereuu dated April 20, 
1999. I conducted my auditing accurdanee w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Govermnent Auditing Standardt', issued by tile Comptroller General of the United States. 

As part of m y exam ination, 1 have issued m y report on tile financial statements, dated April 20, 1999, and m y 
rcport on internal control and compliance w ith law s, regulations, and contracts, dated April 20, 1999. 

I)m ing tile course of lily audit, l observed eouditious and circumstances that may be inLiLroved. Below arc 
situations that may be improved (if any), reeommeudatious for improvement, and tile District's response. I have also 
included prior year mana~,emenl letter comments (if any) and tile District Attorney of tile Twenty-Eighth Judicial 
District's action taken OU those eOnllLLc1Lts 

A) PRIOR YEAR M ANAGEM ENT LETTER COM M ENTS 

) T]lere wel'c no prior year manageuLelLt letler comnLelLlS 

B) CURRENT YEAR M ANAGEM ENT LETTER COM M ENTS 

98-1 ) Bud~.e~s 

Finding: The District Attorney's Office ovcr budgeted its revenue in the general fund by 5.5% during 
the year. Further, because the fund was new this year, tile offi ce did not budget its domestic violcncc 

special revenue fund for 1998. LSA-RS 39:1301-14 (Budget Law) requires 1bat budgets with all 
unfavorable balance of m ore than 5% be amended and that budgets be prepared on all governmental 
|buds. 

Reeum mendatiull: The D istrict Atlorney's Office should prepare budgets 
and amend these budgets when they are unfawLrable by more than 5 % . 

District Attorney's Response: The offi ce w ill begin m aintaining budgets on a 
amending the bodgets when they are untS.vorable by more than 5% . 



 



 



 


