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W e have audited the accom panying prim ary govern m ent financial statem ents of the Tangipahoa Parish 
Council, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These 
prim ary governm ent financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Tangipahoa Parish Council's 
m anagcnacnt. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these prim ary govermnent financial statem ents 
based on our audit. 

Exccpt as cxpressed in the follow ing paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Govermnent 
A~M i/ing Stanclards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that 
w e plan and perform  the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the prim ary govermnent 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting tbe am ounts and disclosures in the prim ary governm ent financial statem ents. An audit 
also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as 
well as evaluating the overall prim ary governm ent financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our 
audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Technical Bulletin 98-1, Disclosures about Year 2000 
lssues, as am ended by GA SB Teclm ical Bulletin 99-1, requires disclosure of certain m atters regarding the 
year 2000 issue. The Tangipahoa Parish Council, Louisiana, has included such disclosures in N ote 23. 
Because of the unprecedented nature of the year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related rem cdiation 
efforts will not be fully determ inable until the year 2000 and thereafter. Accordingly, insufficient audit 
evidence exists to support the Tangipahoa Parish Council's disclosures w ith respect to the year 2000 issue 
m ade in N ote 23. Further, we do not provide assurance that the "l'angipalm a Parish Council is or will be 
successful in w hole or in part, or that parties with w hich the Tangipahoa Parish Council does business w ill 

be year 2000 ready. 

A prim ary governm ent is a legal entity or body politic and includes all fim ds, organizations, institutions, 
agencies, departm ents, and offices that are not legally separate. Such legally separate entities are referred 

to as component units. In our opinion, except for the effects of such adjustments, if may, as might have been 
determ ined to be necessary had w e been able to exam ine evidence regarding year 2000 disclosures, the 

prim ary governm ent financial statem ents present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the 
prim ary govermnent of Tangipahoa Parish Council, Louisiana, as of D ecem ber 31, 1998, and the results of 
its operations and cash flow s of its proprietary fund types for the year then ended in confornaity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 
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H owever, the prim ary governm ent financial statem ents, because they do not include the financial data of 
com ponent units of the Tangipahoa Parish Council, Louisiana, do not purport to, and do not, present fairly 
the financial position of the Tangipahoa Parish Council, Louisiana, as of D ecem ber 31, 1998, and the results 
of its operations and cash flow s of its proprietary fund types for the year then ended in conformity w ith 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

Ill accordance w ith Governm ental Auditing Standards, w e have also issued our report dated June 2, 1999 
oil our consideration of the Tangipahoa Parish Council's internal control over financial reporting aud our 
test of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants. 

Our audit was perform ed for the purpose of forJl~ing an opinion on the prim ao, governm ent financial 
statem ents of the Tangipahoa Parish Council, Louisiana, taken as a w hole. The accom panying schedule of 
expenditures of federal awards is presented for pro-poses of additional analysis as required by U .S. Office 
of M anagem ent and Budget Circular A-133, Audits of states, Local Govern m ents, and Non-Profit 
Organizations, and is not a required part of the prim ary governm ent financial statem ents. A lso, the 
com bining and individual fund and account group financial statem ents and schedules listed in the table of 
contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and arc not a required part of tile prim ary 
governm ent financial statem ents of the Tangipahoa Parish Council, Louisiana. Such inform ation has been 

subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the at~dit of the primary government financial statements and, 
in our opinion, is fairly presented in all m aterial respects in relation to the prim ary governm ent financial 
statem ents taken as a w hole. 

4co 
Bruce t larrell &  Co., CPA s 
lJam m ond, Louisiana 
Junc 2, 1999 



 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 

Amite, Louisiana 

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

December 31, 1998 

ASSETS A~D OTHER DEBITS 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Restricted Cash 

Receivables 

Due from other governments 

Du e from other funds 

Property, plant, and equipment 

Deposits with deferred compensation 

Amount available in debt service fund 

Am ount to be provided for retirement 

of general long-term debt 

Landfill closure and postclosure 

care costs 

Total Assets 

LIABILITIES 

GENERAL 

GOVER/qMENTAL  FUND TYPES 

SPECIAL  

REVENUE 

626,362 $ 3,907, 
0 

771,175 3,428, 

123,071 3, 

23,189 145, 

0 

0 

0 

748 $ 
0 

295 

489 

983 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 0 

DEBT 

SERVICE 

145,846 $ 
0 

219,374 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CAPITAL  

PROJECT~ 

25,605 

0 

0 

50,983 

0 

47,955 

0 

0 

0 

0 

$ 1,543,796 $ 7,485,515 $ 365,220 $ 124,543 

Accounts payable $ 
Current Maturities 

Accrued Expenses 

Du e to other funds 

Intergovernmental payable 

Due to HUD 

Due to plan participants 

Judgement Payable 

Revenue Bonds Payable 

Bonds payable 

Lease-purchases payable 

Estimated liability for landfill closure 

care costs 

Total Liabilities 

Continued on the following page 

88,518 $ 1,245, 
0 

40,268 155, 

0 28, 

0 125, 

0 104, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

660 

0 

083 

895 

000 

823 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9,404 $ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 0 0 

128,786 1,659,461 9,404 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of th is statement
. 

35,583 

0 

0 

I00 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35,683 



PROPRIETARY 

ENTERPRISE 

FUND 

75, 

19, 

66, 

I, 

2,234, 

98O $ 
107 

998 

0 

972 

023 

0 

0 

0 

0 

FUND TYPES 

INTERNAL 

SERVICE 

FUN D 

134,739 $ 
0 

0 

0 

16,952 

50,495 

0 

0 

0 

0 

FIDUCIARY 

FUND TYPE 

TRUST AND 

AGENCY 

FUNDS 

221,719 

0 

1,744 

12 ,354 

0 

0 

563 ,723 

0 

0 

0 

GENERAL 

FIXED ASSETS 

STA TEM EN T A 

GROUPS 

GENERAL TOTAL 

LONG-TERM (MEMORANDUM 

DEBT (ONLY) 

o $ 
0 

0 

0 

0 

28,954,387 

0 

0 

o $ 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

355,816 

5,137,999 

19,107 

4 ,487,586 

189,897 

188,095 

31,286,859 

563,723 

355,816 

o 1,424 ,971 1,424,971 

0 4 ,151,709 4 ,151,7o9 

$ 2,398,079 $ 202,186 $ 799,540 $ 28,954,387 $ 5,932,496 $ 47,805,762 

$ 17,384 $ 

17,201 

5,275 

535 

0 

0 

0 

0 

767,066 

0 

12,192 

1,892 $ 
0 

20,454 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

77,252 

0 

0 

158,565 

0 

0 

563,723 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 0 

819,652 22.346 799,540 

o $ 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 239, 

0 

0 1,034, 

0 506, 

0 $ 1,475,693 
0 17,201 

0 221,080 

0 188,095 

0 125,000 

0 104 ,823 

0 563,723 

552 239,552 

0 767,066 

382 1,034,382 

853 519,045 

0 4,151,709 4,151,709 

0 5,932,496 9,407,368 



 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 

Amite, Louisiana 

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

D~cember 31, 1998 

FUN D EQUITY 
Contributed Capital 

Investment in general fixed assets 

Retained Earnings 

Reserved 

Unreserved 

Reserved for: 

Debt service 

Unreserv ed-undesignated 

Total Fund Equ ity 

GENE RAL 

0 5 
0 

0 

0 

0 

1,415,011 

1,415,011 

GOVER~ NTAL FUND TYPES 

SPECIAL 

REVENLrS 

o $ 
0 

0 

0 

0 

5,826,054 

5,826,054 

DEBT 

SERVICE 

o $ 
0 

0 

0 

355,816 

0 

355,816 

CAPITAL 

PROJECTS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

88,860 

88,860 

Total Liabilities and Fund Equ ity $ 1,543,796 $ 7,485,515 $ 365,220 $ 124,543 

Concluded 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 



PROPRIETARY 

ENTERPRISE 

FUND 

1,505,457 $ 
0 

19,107 

53,863 

0 

0 

FUND TYPES 

INTERNAL 

SERVICE 

FUND 

o $ 
0 

0 

179,840 

0 

0 

FIDUCIARY 

FUND TYPE 

TRUST AND 

AGENCY 

FUNDS 

0 5 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

STA TEM EN T A 

(Continued 

ACCOUN T GROUPS 

GENERAL TOTAL 

GENERAL LONG-TERM (MEMORANDUM 

FIXED ASSETS DEBT (ONLY) 

o $ 
28,954,387 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 $ 1,505,457 
O 28,954,387 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19,107 

233,703 

355,816 

7,329,925 

1,578,427 179,840 0 28,954,387 0 38,398,394 

$ 2,398,079 $ 202,186 $ 799,540 $ 28,954,387 $ 5,932,496 $ 47,805,762 



 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 

Amite. Louisiana 
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 

AND CHANGES IN F[]ND BAIJ~NCES 

ALL GOVEPd~4ENTAL Ftr~D TYPES 

For The Twelve Months Ended December 31, 1998 

REVENUES 

Taxes: 

Sales 
Ad valorem 

Franchise 
Licenses and permits 

Intergovernmental revenues: 

Federal funds: 
Federal grants 

State funds: 

Parish transportation funds 
State revenue sharing 

Severance tax 

state grants 

Video poker 
Alcoho]~c beverage tax 

Louisiana commission on law enforcement 

Fees, charges, and commissions for services 

Pines and forfeitures 

Interest 

Other revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

General Government : 

Legislative 

Judicial 

Elections 

Finance and Administrative 
Public Safety 
Public Works 

Health and welfare 
Debt Service: 

Principal 

Interest and agent fees 

GENERAL 

FUND 

0 

SPECIAL 

REVENUE 

FUN DS 

30,525 

538 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 

261,470 

102.244 

STATEM ENT B 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

(MEMORANDUM 

291,995 

102.782 



Proceeds from bond sales 
Sale of fixed assets 

Operat~n9 transfers in 

Operating transfers out 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 

Amite, Louisiana 
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

FUND TYPES 

For The Twelve Months Endea December 3~, 1998 

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses 

Excess of Revenues and Other Sources Over 

(Onder) Expenditures and Other Uses 

Fund Balances at Beginning of Year 

GENERAL 

FUN D 

SPECIAL 

REVENUE 

FUNDS 

506,853 $ 
211.248 

305.000 

207.258) 

DEBT 

SERVICE 

FUNDS 

0 $ 
o 

0 

0 

270,212) 815,843 0 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 

STA TEM EN T B 

(Continued) 

CAPITAL TOTAL 

PROJECTS (MEMORANDUM 
PUNDS 



 

T/LNGIpAHUA PARISH CO[/NCIL 
Amlte, Louisiana 

COMBINED STATEMEN~F OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 

AND CHJuWGES IN TL~qD BAI~ CES - BUI)GET (GAAP BASIS) ]~ND ACTUAL 
GENERAL AND SPECI/LL REVENTJE FLr~ s 

For The Twelve Months Ended December 31, i~98 

REVENUES 

Taxes: 

Sales 

Ad valorem 

Franchise 

Licenses and permits 
IntergovernmeDtal revenues; 

Federal funds: 
F~deyal grsnts 

Food Stamp Program 

State funds: 

Parish transportation funds 
State revenue sharing 

Severance tax 

State srants 
Video poker 

Alcoholic beverase tax 
Fees, charges, and co~Lmissions for services 

Fines and forfeitures 
Interest 

Other revenues 

EXPENDITLrRES 

General Government: 
Legislative 

Judicial 

Elections 

Finance and Administrative 

Public Safety 
Public Works 
Health and welfare 

Debt Service: 

Principal 

Interest and agent fees 

Continued on the fol]owin~ page 

GE~E~kL Ft~D 

000 

0O0 

000 
800 

0 

0 

0 

90,000 

300,000 

66,000 

200,000 
60,000 

67,000 

1,00D 

32,000 

3B~.508 

094 $ 
148 

998 
991 

0 

0 

Favorable 

Unfavorable 
V2d~ I/%NCE 

0 

8 

0 

16,593 

38,664 

(419 
40,642 

28,941 

14,087 

{323 
3,036 

12,622 

220,720 

1,25~,~82 

93,825 

210,286 

1,289,050 
785,450 

268,700 

0 

0 

212.707 

1,2~8,6%2 

85,258 
210,695 

1,150,882 
772,095 
262.032 

0 

0 

8,013 

(~1.550 
8,567 

(409 
138,198 

13,355 

6,668 

0 

0 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 



~EVENUES 
Taxes: 

Sales 

Ad valorem 

Franchise 

Licenses and permits 

Intergovernmental revenues: 

Federal funds: 

Federal grants 
Food Stamp Program 

State funds: 
parish transportation funds 

State revenue sharing 

Severance tax 

State srants 

Video poker 

Alcoholic beverage tax 
Fees, charges, and commissions for services 

Fines and forfeitures 

Znterest 

Uther revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

General Government: 

Legislative 

Judicial 
Elections 

Finance and Administrative 

Public Safety 

Public Works 

Health and welfare 

Debt Service: 
Principal 

Interest and agent fees 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable 
BUDGET ACTUAL VARIANCE 

0 

18,559 

0 

0 

274,260 

1,494,263 

51.071 

i0 

STA TEM EN T C 



 

TANGIPAHOA pARiSH COUNCIL 
;~ ite, Louisiana 

COMB INED ETATEMEh~f OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - BDDGET {GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 
GENERAL AND EPECIAL REVENU~ FUNDS 

For The Twelve Months Ended December 31~ 1998 

850 $ 
0 

282,000) 

Favorable 

Unfavorable 
VARIANCE 

(3 
7,258 

3,683 

Fund Balances at Beg~nnln9 of Year 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 

I i 



OTHER FJNANCIRG SOURCES (USES 
Proceeds from bond sales 

Sale of fixed assets 

Operating transfers in 
Operating transfers out 

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

0 $ 
45,711 

305,000 

{200. 000) 

506,853 $ 
207,069 

305,000 

200,O00) 

Excess of Revenues and Other Sources Over 

(Under} ExpeDditures and Other Uses (596,557) (908,935 

Fund Balances at Beginning of Year 

EXcludes criminal Court Special Revenue Fund 

Favorable 

Unfavorable 

VAP, IANCE 

12 

STA TEM EN T C 

(Conlinued) 



 

Tangipahoa Parish Council 

~ ite, Louisiana 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, AND C}IANGES IN RETAINED EARNINGS 

BUDGET (GAAP BABIS) AND ACTUAL 
PROPRIETARY FUND TYPE 

For The Twelve Months Ended December 31. 1998 

OPERATING REVEh~ ES 

Charges for services 

Other revenue 

~NTERPR]$E F'Uq~D 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 
BUDGET ACTUAL VARIANCE 

$ 355,000 $ 378,399 $ 23,399 
5.000 5.846 846 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

Personnel se,w Jces 

Materials and supplies 

Professional services 
Rep~ils and maintenance 

Other expenses 

Depreciation 

NON OPERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES 
Interest income 

~nterest expense 

Net Jncome Before Prior Period Adjustments 
Prior Period Adjusments (Note 24): 
E~tergy Refund 

Net ~ncome After Prio;" Period Adjustments 
Add depreciation on fixed assets acquired by 
donations that reduce contributed capital 

Retained Earnings (Deficit 
Be9inning of Year 

Retained Earnings (Deficit 
at End of Year 

6,0On 6,282 

45,000) (44,971 

13 

282 

29 

STA TEM EN T D 



 

Tangipahoa Parish Council 

Amite, Louisiana 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, AND CHANGES IN RETAINED EARNINGS 

BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 
PROPRIETARY FUND TYPE 

For The Twelve Months Ended December 31, 1998 

OPERATING REVENUES 

Charges for services 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable 
BUDGET ACTUAL VARIAN CE 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

Personnel services 

Materials and supplies 

Professional services 
Repairs and maintenance 

Other expenses 

Depzeciation 

NON-OPERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES 
Interest Income 

Retained Earnings 
BeginninN of Year 

Retained Earnings 

at End of Year 

(Concluded) 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 

14 

STA TEM EN T D 

(Continued) 



 

TAN G1PAHOA PARISH COUN CIL 
Am ite, Louisiana 

COM BIN ED STATEM EN T OF CA SH FLOW S 
PROPRIETARY FUN D TYPES 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31
, 1998 

Cash Flow s From  O perating A ctivities: 

Operating Income (Loss) 

Adjustments to reconcile net operating income to 
Depreciation 

Change in A ccounts Receivable 

Change in D ue from  Other Funds 

Change in A ccounts Payable 

Change in A ccrued Expense 

Change in D ue to O thers 

N et cash provided by operating activities 

Enteq~rise 
Fund 

STA TEM EN T E 

Internal 
Service 
Fund 

$ (5,987) $ (99,769) 

82,255 

(22,757) 

(1,972) 
10,484 

780 

535 

63,338 

Cash Flow s From  N oneapital Financing A ctivities: 

Principal repayments (17,611 ) 

Net Cash (Used For) Noncapital Financing Activities (17,611) 

Cash Flow s From C apital and R elated Financing 
A ctivities: 

Paym ents for capital acquisitions 

Proceeds from borrow ings 

Net Cash (used for) capital and 
related financing activities: 

Net Cash Increase (Decrease) for the Year 

Prior Period Adjustment 

Cash at Beginning of Y ear 

C ash at End of Y ear 

17,640 

(9,408) 
1,189 

(9,676) 

(100,024) 

(4,340) (20,992) 

(4,340) 

41,387 

30,273 

23,427 

$ 95,087 

The notes to the financial statem ents are an integral part of this statem ent 

(20,992) 

(121,016) 

255,755 

$ 134,739 



IN TR O D U C TIO N 

TA N G IPA H O A PA RISH CO U N C IL 
A m ite, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and for the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

The Tangipahoa Parish Council is the governing authority for the Parish of Tangipahoa, Louisiana. The Parish 
of Tangipahoa operates under a hom e rule charter and is governed by the "council-president" form of 
governm ent. A n elected council often m em bers representing the various districts w ithin the parish constitute 
the legislative branch of the govenm aent and an elected president is the chief executive offi cer and head of the 
executive branch. The council and president serve four-year lerm s that expire in January 2000. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1236 gives the Tangipahoa Parish Council various powers in regulating and 
directing the affairs of the parish and its inhabitants. The m ore notable of those is the power 1o m ake regulations 
for its own govcrum ent; to regulate the construction and m aintenance of roads, bridges, and drainage system s; 
to regulate the sale of alcoholic beverages; and to provide for the health and w elfare of the poor, disadvantaged, 
and unem ployed in the parish. Funding to accom plish these tasks is provided by ad valorem and sales laxes, 
beer and alcoholic beverage perm its, state revenue sharing, aud various other state and federal grants. 

Tangipahoa Parish occupies approxim ately 818 square m iles w ith a population of approxim ately 94,000. The 
parish council m aintains approxim ately 1100 m iles of roads, 550 m iles of w hich arc paved and 550 of which 
are gravel. Parish council offices arc located in the parish cotn~thouse in A nfite, Louisiana, w ith road 
m aintenance facilities located at 2 locations w ithin the parish. 

1. SUM M AR Y O F SIG N IFICA NT A CC O UNTING PO LICIES 

A . BASIS O F PR ESENTATIO N 

The accom panying financial statem ents of the Tangipahoa Parish Council have been prepared in confornfity 

with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and finan cial reporting principles. 

B. REPO RTIN G EN TITY 

A s the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purp oses, the Tan gipahoa Parish Council is the 

financial reporting entity for Tangipahoa Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of(a) the primal7 
government (Tangipahoa Parish Council), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially 
accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the 
prim ary governm ent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be 
m isleading or incom plete. 

GA SB Statem ent N o. 14 established criteria for determining w hich com ponent units should be considered 
part of the Tangipahoa Parish Council for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including 
a potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GA SB has set forth 
criteria to be considered in determ ining fnancial accountability. This criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the Tangipahoa Parish Council to im pose its w ill on that organization and/or 
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b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or im pose specific 
financial burdens on the Tangipahoa Parish Council. 

2. Organizations for which the Tangipahoa Parish Council does not appoint a voting majority but arc 
fiscally dependent oll the Tangipahoa Parish Council. 

3. Organizations for wlfich the reporting entity financial statem ents w ould be m isleading if data of the 
organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Based on the previous criteria, the Tangipahoa Parish Council has determ ined that the following com ponent 
units are part of the reporting entity: 

Com ponent Unit 
Com m unication D istrict N um ber 1 
Gravity D rainage D istrict N um ber 1 
Gravity Drainage D istrict N um ber 4 
Gravity Drainage D istrict N um ber 5 

Construction Board of Adjustnrents mad Appeals 
Fire Protection D istrict N um ber 1 
Gas Utility D istrict N um ber 1 
t lospital Service D istrict N um ber 1 
I lospital Service D istrict N um ber 2 
Industrial Developm ent D istrict N um ber 1 
Industrial Developm ent D istrict N um ber 2 
I lam m ond A rea Recreation D istrict N um ber 1 
Ponchatoula Area Recreation D istrict N unrber 1 
Recreation D istrict N um ber 5 
P, ccrcation D istrict N um ber 6 
P, ccreation D istrict N um ber 39A 
Tangipahoa Parish Industrial D evelopm ent Board 
Tangipahoa Parish Library 
Tangipahoa Parish Planning Com m ission 
Tangipahoa Parish Tourist Com m ission 
W ater D istrict N um ber 8 
Husser-Loranger W ater D istrict 
Tangipahoa W ater D istrict 

Fiscal 
Year End 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
06/30 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 
12/31 

Criteria 
U sed 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

The Tangipahoa Parish Council has chosen to issue financial statem ents of the prim ary govermncnt 

(Tangipahoa Parish Council) only; therefore, none of the previously listed component units are included in 
the accom panying financial statem ents. 
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These primary government (Tangipahoa Parish Council) financial statements include all funds, account 
groups, and organizations for w hich the Tangipahoa Par ish Council m aintains the accounting records. The 
organizations for w hich the Tangipahoa Parish Council m aintains the accounting records are considered part 

of the primary government (Tangipahoa Parish Council) and include Fire Protection District No. 2, 
F, ecreation Districts No. 1 and 2, Twenty-First Judicial Criminal Court Fund, and Sewerage District No. 1. 

GA SB Statem ent N o. 14 providcs for the issuance of prim ary governm ent financial statem ents that are 

separate from those of the reporting entity. However, the primary government's (Tangipahoa Parish Council) 
financial statem ents are not a substitute for the reporting cntity's financial statem ents. The accom panying 
prim ary govcrmncnt financial statem ents have been prepared in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles as applied to governm ental units. These financial statem ents are not intended to and 
do not report on the reporting entity but rather arc intended to reflect only tile financial statem ents of the 

primary government (Tangipahoa Parish Council). 

Considcrcd in the determ ination of com ponent units of tile reporting entity w ere the Tangipahoa Parish 
School Board, Tax A ssessor, Clerk of Court, and Sheriff, the 21 st Judicial D istrict and the D istrict Attorn ey's 
O ffice for the 21st Judicial D istrict, and tile various m unicipalities in the parish. It w as determ ined that 
these governm ental entities arc not com ponent units of the Tangipahoa Parish Council reporting entity 
because they have separately elected governing bodies, are legally separate, mad are fiscally independent of 
the Tangipahoa Parish Council. 

C. FUND A CC O UN TIN G 

The Tangipahoa Parish Counm l uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the 
results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial 
m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain govern m ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account 
group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that 
arc not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

Funds of the Tangipahoa Parish Council are classified into three categories: govern m ental, proprietary , and 
fiduciary. In turn , each category is divided into separate fund types. The fund classifications and a 
description of each existing fund type follow : 

G overnm ental Funds 

Governm ental funds are used to account for all or m ost of the Tangipahoa Parish Council's general 
activities, including the collection and disbursem ent of specific or legally restricted m onies, the 
acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term debt. 
Governm ental funds include: 

1. General Fund--the general operating fund ofthe Tangipahoa Parish Council and accounts for all 
financial resources, except those required to be accounted for in other funds. 

3.8 



 

TA N G IPA H O A PA RISH CO UN CIL 
A m ite, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and for the Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

2. Special revenue funds--account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that are legally 
restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. 

D ebt service funds--account for transactions relating to resources retained and used for the 
paym ent of principal and interest oll those long-term obligations recorded in the general long- 
term obligations account group. 

4. Capital projects funds--account for financial resources received and used for the acquisition 
construction, or im provem ent of capital facilities not reported in the other govermnental funds 

Proprietary Funds 

Proprietary funds are used to account for activities sim ilar to those found in the private sector
, where the 

deterlnination of net incom e is necessary or useful to sound financial adm inistration. Proprietary funds 
differ from governm ental funds in that their focus is on incom e m easurem ent, w hich, together w ith the 
m aintenance of equity, is an im portant financial indicator. Proprietary fim ds include: 

Enterprise funds--account for operations (a) where the intent of the governing body is that the 
costs (expenses, including depreciation) of providing goods or services to the general public on 
a contim fing basis be financed or recovered prim arily through user charges, or (b) where tbe 
governing body has decided that periodic determination of revenues earned, expenses incurred

, 

and/or net incom e is appropriate for capital m aintenance, public policy, m anagem ent control
, 

accountability, or other purposes. 

The enterprise fund is the Sewerage District N o. 1 Fund, established by the parish governing 
authority under provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 33:881. The district is governed by a 
five-m em ber board of com m issioners, which is appointed by the parish council. Financing is 
provided by user fees. 

2. Internal service funds--account for the financing of goods or services provided by one 
departm ent to other departm ents or governm ents on a cost-reim bursem ent basis. 

The internal service fund is the A dm inistrative Fund, established by the council to render 
adm inistrative and accounting services to various funds. It receives a fee from  each fund based 
on a com binatiou of revenues received and services rendered for that fund. 

Fiduciary Funds 

Fiduciary  funds are used to account for assets held on behalf of outside parties
, including oilier 

governnmnts, oronbehalfofotherfundswithintheTangipahoaParishCouncil. Fiduciary  funds include 
an agency fund which accounts for assets that the Tangipahoa Parish Council holds on behalfofofllers 
as their agent. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
m easurem ent of results of operations, 
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D. BA SIS O F A CC O UNTIN G 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easnrcnaclat focus. 
A ll govermnental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this 
m easurem ent focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. 
Operating statem ents of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The m odified 
accrual basis of accounting is used by all governm ental funds and agency funds. The governm ental funds 
use the follow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

R evenues 

Revenues are recognized in the accounting period in which they becom e both available and m easurable. 
Licenses and perm its, charges for services, fines and forfeitures, and m iscellaneous revenues are 
recorded as revenues when received in cash. General property taxes, self-assessed taxes, and investm ent 

earnings are recorded when earned (when they are measurable and available). 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are recognized in the accotm ting period in which the fund liability is incurred, if 
m easurable, except expenditures for debt service, prepaid expenses, and other long-term obligations 
which are recognized when paid. 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 

Tran sfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid (and any other financing source/use) are 
accounted for as other financing sources (uses). 

A ll proprietm7 funds are accounted for on a flow of econom ic resources m easurem ent focus and a 
determ ination of net incom e and capital m aintenance. W ith this m easurenaent focus, all assets and all 
liabilities associated w ith the operation of these funds are included on the balance sheet. The proprietary 
funds use the accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recognized when earn ed, and expenses are 
recognized at the tim e liabilities are incurred. 

E. BU D G ETS 

The council uses the follow ing budget practices 

1. Prelim inary budgets for the ensuing year are prepared by the director of finance during Octobcr of 
each year. During N ovem ber, the council review s the proposed budgets an d m akes changes as it 

deems appropriate. The availability of the proposed budgets arc then advertised in the official 
journal. Prior to meeting in December, the council holds a public hearing on the proposed budgets 
in order to receive com m ents from  residents. Chan ges are m ade to the proposed budgets based on 
the public hearings and the desires of the council as a whole. The budgets are then adopted during 

the council's meeting and notice is published in the official journal. 
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2. Unexpended appropriations lapse at year-end and m ust be appropriated again in the next year's 
budget to be expended. 

The council adopted m odified accrual basis budgets for tile General Fund and all special revenue 
fim ds, except for the Crim inal Court Fund for which there w as no budget adopted. The council 
adopted accrual basis budgets for the proprietary funds. Budgetary control is at the functional level 
W ithin functions, the parish president has the authority to m ake am endm ents as necessary. 

D uring the year, the council receives quarterly budget com parison statem ents that are used to control 
the operations of the parish. The director of finance presents necessary budget am endm ents to the 

council during the year when, in his judgement, actual operations differ materially from those 
anticipated in the original budget. During a regular m eeting, the council review s tim proposed 
am endm ents, m akes changes as it feels necessary, and form ally adopts the am endm ents. The 

adoption of amendments is included in council minutes published in the official journal. Tile budget 
for 1998 w as am ended several tim es; the final am ended budget of N ovem ber 23, 1998, is reflected 
in tim accom panying budget com parisons. 

The following reconciles tlle revenues, expcnditures, and other financing sources (uses) for the 
special revenue fnnds as shown Oil Statem ent B with the anlol.lnt shown on Statem ent C : 

Stalem ent B 
Crim inal Court Fund 
Statem ent C 

F. EN C U M BR A N C E S 

Revcm Jes Exl3endilures 
13,923,093 $ 15,704,724 $ 

(609,469) (663,243) 

Other Financing 

Sources (Uses) 

815,843 
3.078 

13,313,624 $ 15,041,481 $ 818,922 

The Tangipahoa Parish Council does not use encum brance accounting 

G. CASII, CASIt EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTM ENTS 

Cash includes am ounts in interest-bearing dem and deposits. Cash equivalents include am ounts invcsted in 
the Louisiana A sset M anagem ent Pool. Under state law , the Tangipahoa Parish Council m ay deposit flm ds 
in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits w ith stale 
banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. 

tt. IN VESTM EN TS 

Investm ents are lim ited by R .S. 33:2955 and tile Tangipahoa Parish Council's investm ent policy. If the 
original m aturities of investm ents exceed 90 days, they are classified as investm ents; however, if the original 
m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. 

During the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998, the Tangipahoa Parish Council had funds invested with the 
Louisiana Asset M anagement Pool (LAM P). LAM P is a cash management pool initiated by tile Louisiana 
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State Treasurer's Offi ce. Under state law , the Tangipahoa Parish Council m ay invest in United States bonds, 
treasury notes, or certificates. These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 days; 
how ever, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. 

Investm ents in the deferred compensation agency fund are reported at m arket value 

I. SItO R T-TERM  INTERFUN D RECEIVA BLES/PA YABLES 

During the course of operations, num erous transactions occur between individual funds for goods provided 
or services rendered. These receivables and payables are classified as due fi'om other funds or due to other 
funds on the balance sheet. Short-term  interfund loans are classified as interfund receivables/payables. 

J. R ESTI;'dCTED A SSETS 

Restricted cash in Sewerage D istrict N o. I at Decem ber 31, 1998, consists of cash reserved for contingencies 

of $19,107. 

K . FIX ED A SSETS 

Fixed assets of governm ental funds are recorded as expenditures at the tim e purchased or constructcd, and 

the related assets arc capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. Public domain or 
infrastructures are not capitalized. The cost of constructing and capping landfill cells and constructing a 
sludge facility at the landfill are not capitalized. N o depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 
A ll fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estim ated cost if historical cost is not available, except for 
donated assets w hich are stated at their m arket value on the date donated. 

Internal Service Fund: 
Offi ce Equipm ent 

Enterprise Fund: 
Sew er Treatm ent Plant and Lift Stations 
Sew er System  M ains and Lines 

3 - 7 Years 

20 - 40 Years 
20 - 40 Years 

Depreciation of sewer utilities assets acquired by donation is treated as a reduction of contributed capital 
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L. CO M PEN SATED ABSEN CES 

The Tangipahoa Parish Council has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave 

Parish Council em ployees are entitled to certain com pensated absences based on their length of em ploym ent 
and overtim e w orked. Vested com pensated absences are recorded as expenditures when the liability is 
incurred. Sick leave has not been accrued as the em ployee's right to sick leave does not vest. 

The cost of current leave privileges, com puted in accordance w ith GA SB Codification Section C60, is 
recognized as a current-year expenditure in the governm ental funds when leave is actually taken. The cost 
of leave privileges not requiring current resources, if any, is recorded in the general long-term obligations 
account group. Leave privileges associated with em ployees of the proprietary funds are recorded as a fund 
liability and salary expense. 

M . LO N G -TERM  O BLIG A TIO N S 

l.ong-term obligations expected to be financed from  govennnental funds are reported in the general long- 
term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest paym ents for long-term obligations 
are recognized in the governm ental funds when due. Long-term obligations expected to be financed from 
proprietary  fund operations are accounted for in those funds. 

The Tangipahoa Parish Council recognizes landfill closure mad postclosurc cost in accordance w ith GA SB- 
18. The m easurem ent and recognition for landfill cost are reported using governm ental fund and account 
group accounting and reporting. 

N. FUND EQUITY 

Contributed C apital 

Contributed capital is recorded in proprietary  funds that have received capital grants or contributions 
from developers, custom ers, or other funds when such resources are restricted for the acquisition or 
construction of capital assets. Contributed capital is am ortized based on the depreciation recognized on 
that portion of the assets acquired or constructed from such resources. This depreciation is closed to the 

contributed capital account and is reflected as an adjustment to net income. 

Rcsc~ 'cs 

Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriable for expenditure or legally segregated 
for a specific future use. 

D esignated Fund Balances 

D esignated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financial resources 
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O . INTERFUN D TRA N SA CTIO N S 

Quasi-external transactions are accounted for as revenues, expenditures, or expenses. Transactions that 
constitute reinabursem ents to a fund for expenditures/expenses initially m ade from it that are properly 
applicable to another fund are recorded as expenditures/expenses in the reim bursing fund and as reductions 
of expenditures/expenses in the fund that is reim bursed. 

A ll other interfund transactions, except quasi-extern al transactions and reim bursem ents, are reported as 
transfers. N onrecurring or nonroutine perm anent transfers of equity are reported as residual equity transfers. 
All othcr interfund transfers are reported as operating transfers. 

P. AD VALO R EM  TA X ES 

A d valorem laxes and related state revenue sharing are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed. A d 
valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, becom e due on N ovem ber 15 of each ycar, and becom e 
delinquent after D ecem ber 31. The taxes are generally collected in Decem ber of the current year and 
Jmm ary and February of the cnsuing year. 

Q. SALES TAXES 

On October 3, 1992, the voters of Tangipahoa Parish approved a renew al of a one per cent parishwide 
gcneral sales and use tax to be levied for the Tangipahoa Parish Council. The proceeds of the tax are 
dedicatcd on the basis of 75 per cent for roads and bridge m aintenance and the rem aining 25 per cent for 
general governm ental purposes. The tax as renew ed is effective through D ecem ber 31, 2001. 

R . TO TAL C O LU M N S O N CO M BINED STATEM EN TS 

Total colum ns on the com bined statem ents are captioned M em orandum Only to indicate that they are 
presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present financial position, results 
of operations, or changes in financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 
N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations have not been m ade in the 
aggregation of this data. 

2. FUND DEFICITS 

The follow ing individual fund has a deficit in unreserved retained earnings at D ecem ber 31, 1998 

Special Revenue Fund 
Anim al Shelter 
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3. EX PENDITU RES/REV EN UES - A CTUAL A ND BUD G ET 

The following individual fund has actual expenditures over budgeted expenditures for the year ended Decem ber 

31, 1998: 
Unfavorable 

Special Revenue Fund: 
Road and Bridge - Contract 

Budget Actual Variance 

$ 3,265,000 $ 4,198,525 $ (933,525) 

The following individual funds budget am ounts exceed actual revenues for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

Special Revenue Funds: 

Road Lighting District N o. 2 $ 

Road Lighting D istrict N o. 4 

ttcalth Unit 

Total (M emorandum Only) $ 

4. LEV IED TA X ES 

Budget Actual 

20,800 $ 

21,000 

8_15,400 

8_857,200 $ 

3,478 $ 

4,678 

_462,337 

470,49_3 $ 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of authorized and levied ad valorem taxes for the year 

Parishw ide Taxes 
General Fund 
Special Revenue Fund: 

Health Unit M aintenance 
D istrict Taxes: 

Special Revenue Fund: 
Road Lighting D istrict N um ber 1 
Road Lighting District Num ber 2 
Road Lighting District N um ber 3 
Road Lighting District N um ber 4 
Garbage D istrict N um ber 1 
Fire Protection D istrict N um ber 2 

D ebt Service Fund: 
Road District N um ber 101 
Sub-Road District N um ber 1 of 101 
General Service Sub-D istrict N um ber 4A 
General Service Sub-D istrict N um ber 5 

Authorized 
M illage 
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5.00 

4.00 

2.00 
16.62 
15.00 
15.00 
10.00 
20.00 

V ariab 
V ariab 
V ariab 
V ariab 

Levied 
M illage 

4.59 

2.00 

1.98 
0.50 
14.39 
0.50 
9.16 
19.14 

.60 

.67 

.93 

.22 

Unfavorable 
V ariance 

17,322 

16,322 

353 0~fi63 

386~707 

Expiration 
Y ear 

Continuous 

2006 

2004 
2006 
2000 
1998 
2002 
2005 

2015 
2015 
2003 
2003 
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General Service Sub-District Num ber 8 Variable 4.84 2003 

5. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At December 31, 1998, the Tangipahoa Parish Council has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 
$5,157,106 as follows: 

Interest-Bearing Dem and Deposits 
hw estm ent in i,ouisiana A sset M anagem ent Pool 

Total 

$ 129,035 
5,028,071 

$ 5,157,106 

At December 31, 1998, the Tangipahoa Parish Council has $787,409 in deposits (collected bank balances). 
These deposits are secured from risk by $100,000 federal deposit insurance and $687,409 of pledged 
securities held by tim custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under tile provisions of 
G A SB Statem ent N o. 3, R .S. 39:1229 im poses a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to adverlise 
and sell the pledged securities w ithin 10 days of being notified by the Tangipahoa Parish Council that the 
fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

The investment in the Louisiana Asset M anagement Pool (LAM P) is stated at cost, which approximates 
m arkct. The LAM P is a cooperative m~deavor of local governm ental entities created at the initiative of the 
Louisiana Stale Treasurer's O ffice for those entities to pool funds for investm ent. 

The LAM P is designed to com ply w ith the restrictions on investm ents by m unicipalities, parishes, and other 
types of political subdivisions im posed under La. R.S. 33:2955. The investm ent advisor is restricted to 
m aintaining a dollar-w eighted average portfolio m aturity of not m ore than 90 days. LAM P is required to 

invest only in U.S. Govennncnt backed securities. 

Since the difference per type governm ental funds is im m aterial, total carrying anaounts included w ithin the 

primary governmental financial statements of the Tangipahoa Parish Council arc not adjusted to reflect fair value 
of the LAM P pool. 
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The follow ing is a sum m ary of receivables at D ecem ber 31, 1998 

Taxes: 
Ad Valorem  
Sales and U se 
Slate Revenue Sharing 
Other 

lntergovernm ental Grants: 
Federal 
State 

A ccounts 
O ther 

Total 

General 
Fund 

338,457 
185,184 
48,938 
72,007 

113,226 

13.363 

Special 
Revenue 

Fund 

D ebt 
Service 
Fund 

1,934,200 $ 219,374 $ 
555,552 
394,426 

160,453 
243,155 
140,509 

$ 771,175 $ 3,428,295 $ 

Proprietary 
Fund 

70,066 

219,374 $ 70,066 

A ll rcceivables arc reported at their gross value and, w here appropriate, are reduced by the cstim aled portion 

that is expcctcd to be uncollectible. 

7. FIX ED A SSETS 

Thc changes in gcneral fixed assets follow 

Council: 
l.and $ 
Buildings 
Cooling Tow er 
M achinery &  Equipm ent 
O ffice Furniture 

Subtotal 

Construction in progress 
Crim inal Court: 

Furniture & Equipm ent 

Rural Fire District N um ber 2 
Equipm ent 

Subtotal 
CA PITA L PROJECTS 
FUN D - LCDBG - SEW ER 

Land 

Balance 
01/01/98 Additions D eletions 

1,787,028 
13,612,626 

314,993 
4,769,193 
197,143 

20.680.983 

1.984.648 

89.888 

3,106,899 

25.862.417 

23,405 

$ $ 
2,066,685 (1,836) 

27 

1,810,562 
54,996 

3.932.243 

128.652 

38.401 

225,764 

4.325.060 

(494,661) 
(11,561) 
(508,058) 

(2,064,950) 

(1,641) 

(2,574,649) 

Balance 
12/31/98 

$ 1,787,028 
15,677,475 

314,993 
6,085,094 
240,578 

24.105.168 

48.349 

126.648 

3,332,663 

27.612.828 

23,405 
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Construction in Progress 
Subtotal 

CA PITA L PROJECTS 
FUN D - LCD BG - W ATER 

Construction in Progress 
Subtotal 

Total 

Balance 
01/01/98 Additions Deletion s 
476,394 
499.799 

550,996 
550,996 

$ 26,913,212 $ 

253,796 
253.796 

36,968 
36.968 

4,615,824 

A sunm aary of proprietary property, plant, an d equipm ent follow s 

Land 
Sew erage Collection System 
Furniture and Equipm ent 

Total Proprietary Property, Plant, an d Equipm ent 
A ccmnulated D epreciation 

N et Proprietary t'roperty, Plant, and Equipm ent 

8. PEN SIO N PLAN 

Enterprise 
Fund 

54,981 
2,722,361 

2,777,342 

(543,319) 

Balance 
12/31/98 
730,190 
753.595 

587,964 
587,964 

28,954,387 

Internal 

Service 
Fund 

159,041 
159,041 

(108,546) 
$ 2,234,023 $ 50,495 

Substantially all em ployees of the Tangipahoa Parish Council are m em bers of the Parochial Em ployees' 

Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a cost-sharing, nmltiple-employcr defined benefit pension plan 
adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. The System is com posed of two distinct plan s, Plan A and B, with 
separate assets and benefit provisions. A ll em ployees of the Tangipaboa Parish Council are m em bers of Plan A . 

A ll perm anent em ployees w orking at least 28 hours per w eek who are paid wholly or in part from parish funds 
and all elected parish officials arc eligible to participate in the System . Under Plan A , em ployees who retire at 
or after age 60 w ith at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 w ith at least 25 years of creditable 
service, or at any age w ith at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a rctircm ent bcncfit, payable 
naonthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each ycar of creditable service. Ilowever, 
for those em ployees who w ere m em bers of the supplem ental plan only before January 1, 1980, the benefit is 
equal to one percent of final average salary plus $24 for each year of supplclnental-plma-only service earned 
before January  1, 1980, plus 3 percent of final-average salary for each year of service credited after the revision 

date. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that 
produce the highest average. Em ployees who terminate w ith at least the an m unt of creditable sel-cice stated 
above, an d do not w ithdraw their em ployee contributions, m ay retire at the ages specified above and rcccivc the 
benefit accrued to their date of term ination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits 
are established or am ended by state statute. 

The System  issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents and required 
supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay be obtained by writing to the Parochial Em ployees' 

Retirement System, Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisian a 70898-4619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. 
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Under Plan A , m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 9.5 percent of their annual covered salary and 
the Tangipahoa Parish Council is required to contribute at an  actuarially determ ined rate. The current rate is 
7.75 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-forth of one percent 

(except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each 
parish. These tax dollars are divided belween Plan A and Plan B based proportionally on the salaries of the 
active m em bers of each plan. ]'he contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the Tangipahoa Parish 
Council are established and m ay be am ended by state statute. A s provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 

11 : 103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year 
based on lhe results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Tangipahoa Parish Council's contribulions 
to the System under Plan A for the years ending December 31, 1998, 1997, and 1996 were $317,717, $282,363, 
and $229,212, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each 5,ear. 

9. CO M PENSA TED A BSEN C ES 

At 1)ccem ber 31, 1998, em ployees of the Tangipahoa Parish Council have accum ulated and vested $217,737 
of em ployee leave benefits, which w as com puted in accordance w ith GA SB Codification Section C60. O f this 
amount, $40,268 is recorded as an obligation of the General Fund, and $155,083 is recorded as an obligation 
of the Special Revenue Funds. The leave liability for em ployees of the Internal Service Fund, and the Em crprisc 
Fund, in the am ount of $20,454 and $1,932 respectfully, arc accounted for within these fnnds. 

10. LEA SES 

The council records item s under capital leases as assets and obligations in the accom panying financial 
statem ents. At Decem ber 31, 1998, the council has 2 capital leases in effect for equipm ent. The leases have 
an original recorded asset amount of $506,853. Lease obligations are retired from the Garbage District No. 1 
Special Revenue Fund. The follow ing is a sum m ary of future m inim um lease paym ents, and the present value 
of the net m inim unl lease paym ents as of D ecem ber 31, 1998: 

Fiscal Year 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
Total Future M inim um Lease Paym ents 

Am ount Representing Interest 
Present V alue of N et M inim um  Lease Paym ents 

Total 
$115,197 
115,198 
115,198 
115,198 
115,198 
575,989 

(69,136) 
506,853 

The council has no m aterial long-term , noncancellable operating lease com nfitm ents at D ecem ber 31, 1998 

The Sewerage D istrict N o. 1 of Tangipahoa Parish records item s under capital leases as assets and obligations 
in the accom pauying finm~cial statem ents. At D ecem ber 31, 1998, two equipm ent ilem s had been purchased 
under capital leases, at a purchase price of $27,650 in 1996, and at a purchase price of $12,783 in 1997. 
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The follow ing is a sum m ary of future m inim um lease paym ents under the capital lease and the present value of 
the net m inim um lease paym ents as of D ecem ber 31, 1998. 

Fiscal Year 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Total M ininaum Lease Paym ents 

Less Am ount Representing Interest 

Present Value of N et M inim um  Lease Paynrcnts 

11. JU D G EM EN T PA Y A BLE 

Total 

$ 10,522 

11,592 

1,070 

23,184 

(1,479) 

$ 21,705 

On April 12, 1993, an agreem ent w as reached w ith the Tangipahoa Parish Library and Fire Protection D istrict 
N o. 2 regarding the paynrent of state rcvelm e sharing funds w ithheld from them by the council in the years 1986- 
1988. 

The am ount of $975,473, without past or future interest, is to be paid as follows 

The council ",viii pay a m ininm m of $100,000 per year to Fire Protection D istrict N o. 2 and the Tangipahoa 
Parish Library Board of Control until the amount of $975,473 is paid in full. If more funds are available during 
any of these years, the council reserves the right to pay a higher figure at its discretion. W hen the $975,473 (plus 
interest in the event of default) is paid in full, the existing judgement against the council for this amonnt will 
be deem ed fulfilled an d canceled at that tim e. 

Fire Protection D istrict N o. 2 shall be paid 63.8%  of these funds. The D istrict shall further allocate these funds 
to the various fire departm ents according to their regular contract percentage w ith Fire Protection D istrict N o. 
2. 

Tangipahoa Parish Library  Board of Control was to be paid 36.2%  of the Judgem ent but has applied this to the 
purchase of a building that is financed by the Tangipahoa Parish Council. 

The annual re-paym ent am ount of$100,000 has been reduced to $63,800 due to the Fire Protection District No. 
2 and shall be made in four (4) equal installments, payable on M arch 31, June 30, September 30, and December 
31 of each year, beginning w ith M arcia 31, 1993. 

lfthe council defaults on any installm ent, legal interest from  Decem ber 8, 1987, forw ard w ill be reinstated mad 
w ill be due on the rem aining principal ow ed under this agreem ent. D efault is defined as being m ore than 15 
days late w ith any one paym ent. 

30 



 

TA N G IPA H O A PA RISIt CO U N CIL 
Am ite, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and for the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

The 1998 repaym ent of $100,000 was recognized as an expenditure of the General Fund which left a balance 
of $239,552 at December 31, 1998, which is reported as general long-term debt. 

12. PA R ISH JA IL A G REEM ENT 

A ct 859 of the Regular Legislative Session of 1981 authorized the Louisiana State Bond Com m ission to issue 
$6,750,000 of general obligations bonds and reimbursable general obligation bonds to plan, acquire, and 
construct a new parish jail in Tangipahoa Parish. The Tangipahoa Parish Council, in agreement with the 
l,ouisiana State Bond Commission, agreed to provide 30 per cent ($2,025,000) oflhe bonded debt over a 20-year 
period at interest rates from  8.5 to 10.7 per cent. 

On M ay 1, 1994, the Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff s Offi ce paid off three of the four general obligation bonds for 

a total of $1,553,707. 

The rem aining bond is to be paid by the Sheriff s Offi ce in annual installm ents 

13. REV EN UE BO N I)S PAY ABLE - SEW ERA G E DISTRICT N UM BER 1 

On JanuaIT 6, 1993, Sew erage D istrict N o. 1 of the Parish of Tangipahoa, Stale of Louisiana, entered into an 
agreem ent w ith U SDA , Rural Developm ent to finance the cost of constructing and acquiring improvem ents and 
extensions 1o its existing sew erage system  through the issuance of sewer revenue bonds. The sew er revenue 
bonds were issued on M arch 3, 1993, as Bond N o. R-1 in the am ount of $733,000 and Bond N o. I/.-2 in the 
am ount of $67,000, and were sold to the United States of Am erica, Farm ers Hom e Adm inistration. 

A s of Decem ber 31, 1998, the Sewerage District had drawn down $733,000 on Bond R-1 and $67,000 on Bond 
R-2, for a total of $800,000. 

The bonds bear interest at the rate of 5 5/8% per annum and are payable monthly over a forty (40) year period 
The monlhly payment for Bond R-1 is $3,900 and for Bond R-2 is $356. 

The bonds are payable solely from  revenues to be derived from the operation of the sewerage system and are 

secured by such revenues. 

The follow ing is a sunnnary of bond transactions of the Sewerage D istrict N o. 1 of the Parish of Tangipahoa 
Louisiana for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998: 

Bonds Payable, January 1, 1998 

Bond Retirements/Adjustments 
Bonds Payable, D ecem ber 31, 1998 

1993 RU S 
$773,000 
Revenue 

$ 716,925 
(6,940) 

$ 709,985 

1993 RU S 
$67,000 
Revenue Total 

$ 65,411 $ 

(642) 
$ 64,769 $ 

782,336 

(7,582) 
774,754 

The schedule above includes a correction by the lender (USDA Rural Development) in the application of 
paym ents to the two outstanding bonds for the fiscal year ended Decem ber 31, 1995. 
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Bonds Payable at D ecem ber 31, 1998, are com prised of the follow ing individual Issues: 
Current Long-Term  
A m ount A nm unt 

Total 
Principal 

1993 Revenue Bonds: 
$733,000 utility bonds sold to RU S; dated 
03/03/93; due in lnonthly installm ents of $3,900 
through 02/03/33; interest at 5.625% $ 7,038 $ 702,948 $ 709,986 

1993 Revenue Bonds: 
$67,000 utility bonds sold to PU S; dated 
03/03/93; due in monthly instalhnents of $356 
through 02/03/33; interest at 5.625%  

$ 

650 64,118 64,768 

7,688 $ 767,066 $ 774,754 

The annual requirem ents to am ortize all debt outstanding as of Decem ber 31, 1998, including interest paym ents 

of $970,208 are as follows: 
1993 RU S 1993 RU S 
$773,000 $67,000 
Revenue Revenue Total 

1999 $ 46,795 $ 4,277 $ 51,072 
2000 46,795 4,277 51,072 
2001 46,795 4,277 51,072 
2002 46,795 4,277 51,072 
2003- 2007 233,974 21,386 255,360 
2008 - 2012 233,974 21,386 255,360 
2013- 2017 233,974 21,386 255,360 
2018- 2022 233,974 21,386 255,360 
2023- 2027 233,974 21,386 255,360 
2028- 2032 233,974 21,386 255,360 
2033 7,800 714 8,514 

14. REVEN U E BO N D RESO LU TIO N CO V EN ANTS 

$ 146,138 $ 1,744,962 

As of Decem ber 31, 1998, the Sew erage D istrict N o. 1 of the Parish of Tangipahoa, Louisiana, has tw o Rural 

Utilities Service (RUS) Revenue Bonds. The total authorized issue of $800,000 consists of two bonds issued 
on M arch 3, 1993, of $733,000 and $67,000, both issued at ma mnm al interest rate of 5.625% . The original bond 
resolution specifies that the bonds shall be secured and payable in principal and interest exclusively by a pledge 
of the incom e and revenues derived or to be derived from  the operation of the system . Other specific legal 
requirem ents and bond restrictions are sum m arized below : 
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a) Theissuer, the Sewerage District No. 1 oftheParishofTangipahoa, Louisiana, covenants to fix, eslablish, 
and m aintain such rates and collect such fees, rents, or other charges for the services and facilities of the 
System , and all parts thereof, and to revise the sam e from  tim e to tim e whenever necessary, to pay file 
reasonable and necessary expenses of operating and m aintaining the system  in each year, all reserves or 
sinking fim ds required, and all other obligations or indebtedness payable out of the revenues of the System , 
and which w ill provide revenues in each year, after paying all reasonable and necessary expenses of 
operating and m aintaining the System , at least equal to 120%  of the largest am ount of principal and interest 
m aturing on the bonds in any future fiscal year and on any parity bonds issued thereafter. 

For the fiscal year ending December 31, 1998, the bond debt coverage factor indicated net revenues (before 
interest expense and depreciation) were 235% of the required bond principal and interest payments. 

b) Thc establishment and maintenance of a "Sewer Bond and Interest Sinking Fund" (the Sinking Fund) 
sufficient in am ount to pay prom ptly and fully the principal and interest on the bonds. 

The actual creation of a sinking fund was not required since the district pays required bond installm ents 
directly to Rural U tilities Service, on a m onthly basis. 

The establishment of the "Sewer Revenue Bond Reserve Fund" (the Reserve Fund) by transferring from the 
Sewer Revenue Fund, the operating account of the district, m onthly in advance on or before the 20'h of each 

month a sum at least equal to five per cent (5% ) of the amount to be paid each month for bond principal and 
interest paym ents. The actual am ount to be transferred for bonds outstanding at D ecem ber 31, 1996, per the 
RUS Letter of Conditions, was a total of $212.80 per m onth. Deposit of funds shall continue until such time 
as there has been accum ulated in the Reserve Fund an am ount of m oney equal to the higbest com bined 
principal and interest requirem ents of any succeeding twelve m onth period. The m oney in the Reserve Fund 
is required to be retained solely for the purpose of paying the principal and interest on bonds payable, upon 
approval by the U SDA Rural D evelopm ent offi ce, for which there would otherw ise be default. Deposits 
to the Reserve Fund w ere required to com m ence with the m onth follow ing com pletion and acceptance of 
the im provem ents and extensions financed w ith the proceeds of the bonds. The system  im provem ents 
financed w ith the 1993 Revenue Bonds becam e revenue producing on April 19, 1995. The district began 
m aking the required deposits in M ay, 1995. 

For the fiscal year ending Decem ber 31, 1998, the district m ade the twelve required deposits of $212.80 per 
m onth, for a total balance of $9,363 at Decem ber 31, 1998. 

d) The establishment and maintenance of tbe "Sewer Depreciation and Contingency Fund" (the Contingency 
Fund) to care for depreciation, extensions, additions, improvements and replacements necessary to operate 
properly tbe System , by transferring from  the Sewer Revenue Fund, the operating account of the district, 
m onthly in advance on or before the 20th of each month the sum of $203 per month. M oney in the 
Contingency Fund m ay also be used, upon approval, to pay the principal and interest on any bond for which 
there is not sufficient m oney in the Sinking Fund or the Reserve Fund. The system im provem ents financed 
w ith the 1993 Revenue Bonds becam e revenue producing on April 19, 1995, although the district began 
m aking deposits to this fund in January , 1995. 

For the fiscal year ending December 31, 1998, the district made the twelve required deposits of $203, 
and maintained a balance of $9,744 at fiscal year end. 
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e) The district, in the bond resolution dated January 6, 1993, also obligated itself to abide by the following 
covenants: 

1. The district w ill shut off service if the delinquent charge, w ith interest and penalties accrued thereon, 
is not paid within thirty days from the date on which such charges becam e delinquent. 

2. A penalty of 10%  w ill be charged on all delinquent accounts, and interest ofnot less than  5%  per annum 
w ill be charged on delinquent accounts after 10 days from  the date of delinquency. 

3. The district will charge a residential rate of $16.50 per m onth, and a com m ercial rate of $30.00 per 
m onth. 

4. The district agrees 1o m aintain the System in first class repair and working order and condition. 
5. The district w ill carry full insurance coverage on the System  in the m anner required by the Governm ent, 

w ith a com pan y licensed to do business under the law s of Louisiana. 
6. The district w ill m aintain separate and correct records and accounts, and w ill have the books audited no 

later than three m onths after the end of the fiscal year, 
7. The district will not sell, lease or in any m an ner dispose of the System or any substan tial part thereof, 

provided the district may dispose of property that in its judgement is worn-out, unserviceable, unsuitable, 
or unnecessary  in the operation of the System . 

8. The district w ill not, except as provided by this bond resolution, voluntarily create or cause to be created 
any debt, lien pledge, m ortgage, assignm ent, or any other charges having priority or parity w ith the liens 
of the Bonds upon the incom e and revenues of the System  pledged as security therefor. 

9. That, to the extent perm itted by ]aw , the district w ill not grant a franchise 1o any utility for operation 
w ithin the boundaries of the district. 

10. In operation of the System , the district will require all officers and em ployees in a position of authority 
or in possession of m oney derived from operations of the System 1o be covered by a blanket fidelity bond 
or faithful performance bond. 

11. That the district w ill take all action necessary to require connection to its sewer system  to the extent 
perm itted by law . 

In relation to items (1) and (2) above, concerning the disconnect of accounts, and the charges to delinquent 
accounts, the Tangipahoa Parish Council approved an ordinan ce on April 8, 1997, requiring w ater com panies 
in the rural an d unincorporated portions of Tangipahoa Parish to enter into contracts with Sewerage D istrict N o. 
1 ~ft~ Parish ~fTangipah~a~L~uisianat~ ectseweragebi~ingsf~rthesew ~ragedistrict. Thcordinance 
states that the water com pany shall provide that an y person failing to tim ely pay the entire billing of sewerage 
charges w ithin tbe prescribed tim e period for utility paym ent of said w ater com pany, then in that event the 
custom er's w ater service shall be disconnected until all past due sewerage charges and reconnect charges for 
sew erage billings are paid in full. The said water com pany shall also be authorized to collect a penalty for 
reconnect charges associated w ith its disconnection of the said custom er from w ater serv ice due to the 

customer's failure to pay sewerage charges. Futher progress in complying to items (1) and (2) above is as 
described in Reference Numbers 95-P4 (Item C) ,and 96-P3 of the Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings. 

The current rate schedule (Item 3), the schedule of insurance coverages (Item # 5) and fidelity bond coverages 
(Item 10) are disclosed in the "Supplemental Information" schedules included as a part of this audit report. 
Current actions to com ply w ith Item #5, fidelity bond requirem ents are also included as Reference N um ber 96- 
M 5 of the Sum m ary  Schedule of Prior Audit Findings. N on-com pliance w as not noted in the review of the 
rem aining bond covenants. 
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15. CH AN G ES IN G ENERA L LO N G -TER M  O BLIG ATIO N S 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of the long-term obligation transactions for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

General Obligation Bonds 
Capilal Leases 
Judgem ents Payable 
Estilnated Liability for 
Landfill Closure/Postclosure 
Care Cost 

Long-Term  
Obligations 
Payable 
01/01/98 Additions 

$ 1,304,266 $ 
30,525 
475,473 

4,429,121 

l.ong-Tcrm 
Obligations 
Payable 

D eletions 12/31/98 

$ (269,884) $ 1,034,382 
506,853 (30,525) 506,853 

(235,921) 239,552 

$ 6,239,385 $ 506,853 
(277,412) 

$ (813,742) 

Gcncral obligation bonds are com prised of the following individual issues 

4,151,709 

$ 5,932,496 

$60,000 - issue of 1982 to construct a new parish jail facility, due in annual instalhnents 
of $9,796 lhrongh December 1, 2002, with interest of 10.7 percent. Debt retirement 
paym ents are m ade by lhe Tangipahoa Parish Sherift's Office. $ 24,382 

$350,000 issue of 1996 to open, construct, and im prove public roads, highways, and 
bridges within District No. 191, due in ann ual installments of $10,000 to $30,000 
through M arch 1, 2016, w ith interest at 5.1 to 10.0 percent. Debt retirelnent paym ents 
are m ade from the Road D istrict N o. 10t D ebt Service Fund. 340,000 

$350,000 issue of 1996 to open, construct, and improve public roads, highways, and 
bridges w ithin Sub-Road D istrict N o. 1 of District N o. 101, due in annual instalhnents 
of $10,000 to $30,000 through M arch 1, 2016, with interest at 5.1 to 10.0 percent. Debt 
retirem ent paym ents are m ade from  the Sub-Road District N o. 1 of Road D istrict N o. 
101 D ebt Service Fund. 340,000 

$200,000 issue of 1984 to construct and im prove public roads, highways, and bridges 
within Sub-District No. 4A, due in annual instalhnents of $5,000 to $20,000 through 
June 1, 2004, w ith interest rmaging from  9.7 to 11.0 per cent. Debt retirem ent paym ents 
are m ade from the General Service Sub-D istrict N o. 4A Debt Service Fund. 45,000 

$900,000 issue of 1984 to construct, m aintain, and improve public roads, highways, and 
bridges within Sub-District No. 5, due in annual instalhnents of $5,000 to $110,000 
through June 1,2004, w ith interest ranging from  9.7 to 11.0 per cent. D ebt retirem ent 
paym ents are m ade from the G eneral Service Sub-D istrict N o, 5 Debt Serv ice Fund. 135,000 

$900,000 issue of 1984 to constru ct m aintain, mad improve public roads, highways, and 
bridges within Sub-District No. 8, due in annual installments of $5,000 to $110,000 
through June 1,2004, w ith interest ranging from  9.7 to 11.0 per cent. D ebt relirem ent 
paym ents are m ade from the G eneral Serv ice Sub-District N o. 8 D ebt Service Fund. 135,000 
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$570,000 issue of 1980 to acquire land, buildings, and equipm ent w ithin Recreation 
District No. 2, due in annual installments of $15.000 to $70,000 through January 15, 
1999, w ith interest ranging from 5.4 to 6.0 per cent. Debt retirem ent paym ents are 
m ade from the Recreation District N o. 2 Debt Service Fund. 15,000 

Total General Obligation Bonds $ 1,034,382 

At Decem ber 31, 1998, the council has accum ulated $355,816 in debt service funds for future debt requirem ent. 
This equals the debt service reserved fund balances of $355,816. The annual requiremen~.s to amortize all 
obligations outstanding at December 31, 1998, including interest of $485,620 for bonded debt and $69,136 for 
capital leases, are as follow s: 

1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 -2007 
2008 -2012 
2013 -2016 

General 
Obligation 
Bonds 

$ 346,700 $ 
90,933 
87,294 
87,828 
338,694 
315,503 
253.050 

Capital 
Leases 
115,197 
115,198 
115,198 
115,198 
115,198 

Judgem ents 
Payable Total 

525,697 
269,931 
266,292 
251,178 
453,892 
315,503 
253,050 

$ 1,520,002 $ 575,989 $ 239,552 $ 2,335,543 

General obligation bonds of $1,034,382 are payable from an aunual ad valorem tax levy. In accordance with 
Louisiana Revised Statute 36:562, the council is legally restricted from incurring long-term bonded debt in 
excess of 10 per cent of the assessed value of taxable property in the parish. A t Decem ber 31, 1998, the 
statutory lim it is $24,064,528. 

16. LA ND FILL C LO SURE AN D PO ST-CLO SU RE CO STS 

State and federal law s and regulations require the Tangipahoa Parish Council ~o place a final cover on its landfill 
site w hen it stops accepting w aste and to perform  certain m aintenance an d m onitoring functions at the site for 
30 years after closure. In addition to operating expenses relating to current activities of the landfill, an expense 
provision and related liability are being recognized based on the future closure and postclosure care costs that 
will be incurred near or after the date the landfill no longer accepts waste. The recognition of these landfill 
closure and postclosure care costs is based on the am ount of the landfill used during the year. The estim ated 
liability for landfill closure and postclosure care costs has a balance of $4,151,709 as of December 31, 1998, 
which is based on 87 percent usage (filled) of the landfll. The percentage usage reflects an update in the 
engineering estim ate of percentage usage, and the related estim ated liability for landfill closure and postclosure 

costs required by the Louisiana Deparlment of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) regulations for postclosure care 
of solid waste facilities. It is estim ated that an additional $610,517 will be recognized as closure and postclosure 
care expenses between the date of the balance sheet and the date the landfill is expected to be filled to capacity 

(2000).. The estimated total current cost of the landfill closure and postclosure care $4,151,709 is based on the 
am ount that w ould be paid if all equipm ent, facilities, and services required to close, m onitor, and m aintain the 
landfill w ere acquired as of D ecem ber 31, 1998. H ow ever, the actual cost of elosure and postclosure care m ay 
be higher due to inflation, changes in technology, or changes in landfill law s mad regulations. In addition, total 
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closure and postclosure costs, as w ell as estim ates of percentage usage of the landfill, w ill change as any 
additional cells are perm itted to accept additional w aste. 

The Tangipahoa Parish Council anticipates that the liability for closure and postclosure cost w ill be funded on 
a "pay-as-you-go basis", if allow ed. Per Louisiana Revised Statute 30:2154, the provision w as nullified that 
requires local govern m ents operating landfills to provide insurance or proof of financial responsibility, as 
operators of solid waste processing or disposal facilities. 

17. C RIM INA L C O URT FUND 

l,ouisiana Revised Statute 15:571.11 requires that one-half of any balance rem aining in tile crilninal court fund 
at year end be transferred to lhe parish General Fund. The following details the am ount due at Decem ber 31, 
1998: 

Balance Due at January 1, 1998 
Am ount D ue for 1998 
Total 
Am ount Rem itted D uring 1998 
Balance D ue at D ecem ber 31, 1998 

18. D UE TO /FR O M  O TH ER FUND S 

37,914 
7,258 
45,172 
37,914 

$ 7,258 

A s ofI)ecem ber 31, 1998, interfund receivables and payables that resulted from various intcrfund transactions 
w ere as follow s: 

Receivable Fund 
General Fund 
General Fund 
General Fund 
G eneral Fund 
General Fund 
A dm inistrative Fund 
A dm inistrative Fund 
Road and Bridge Fund 
Garbage D istrict N unber 1 
Crim inal Court Fund 

Ilcalth Unit Fund 
Section 8 H ousing Fund 
Section 8 V oucher Fund 
A nim al Shelter Fund 
Fire District N um ber 2 
Sewerage D istrict N um ber 1 

PavaN e Fund 
Crim inal Court Fund 
Garbage D istrict N o. 1 Fund 
Road and Bridge Fund 
Booker II W ater Fund 

General Fund (W/H) 
A nim al Shelter Fund 

General Fund(W /H) 
General Fund (W /H) 
General Fund (W /H) 
General Fund (W/H) 
General Fund (W /H) 
General Fund (W /H ) 
General Fund (W /H) 
General Fund (W /H) 
General Fund (W /H ) 
General Fund (W /H) 
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$ 7,258 
2,600 
3,100 
100 

10,131 
15,937 
1,015 

128,754 
14,038 
253 

2,000 
110 
52 
225 
15 

1,972 
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19. INTERG O V ERN M ENTA L PA YABLE 

Rural Fire District #2 had an intergovermnental payable of $125,000 to the Loranger Fire Department at 
Decem ber 31, 1998. 

20. LITIG A TIO N A ND CLA 1M S 

At Decem ber 31, 1998, the council is involved in litigation or is aw are of 39 claim s totaling an undetcrm ioed 
am ount. Since all of the claim s could be covered by insurance, future revenues, and fund surpluses, no am ount 
has been recorded as a liability of the General Fund or General Long-term Liability. 

A ll of the litigation costs incurred during the year have been recorded as a current-year expenditure in the 
General Fund. 

The 21 ~t Judicial D istrict Court has ruled that the Tangipahoa Parish Council is the owner and operator of the 
Tangipahoa Parish Regional Landfill. That ruling is currently under appeal. The appeal seeks to restrict the use 
of landfill to the unincorporated areas of Tangipahoa Parish. 

21. A M O UNT PA ID PA RISH PR ESIDEN T A ND CO UN CIL M EM BER S 

Com pensation paid to the Parish President and Council m em bers for the year ending Decem ber 31, 1998, is as 
follows: 

Gordon Burgess, President 
Ronald Bankston 
Carlo Bruno 
Guy Buckley Jr. 
Bobby Cortez 
D ebbie Edw ards 
W illiam Fleet 
George H olton 
John "Pat" Jarrell 
M ichael Petitto 
tloward Ridgel 

Total Com pensation 

22. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

68,184 
9,600 
9,600 

9,600 
9,600 
9,600 
9,600 
9,600 
9,600 
9,600 
9,600 

164,184 

On April 26, 1999, the Tangipahoa Parish Council approved a m otion to cease the collection of out-of-parish 
solid waste at the landfill. This action of the council is to be effective June 1, 1999. 

On October 14, 1998, the Tangipahoa Parish Council approved Ordinance 20 of 1998, to purchase Lots "A ", 
"B", and "D" of the Subdivision of Block 61 of the Hyer Survey of the City of Ham m ond, I,ouisiana and the 
building located thereon and which property is currently used by the Tangipahoa Parish Library Board of Control 
for its Hamm ond Branch, at a price not to exceed $600,000. Ordinance Number 22 of 1998, approved the 
purchase of Lots "F" and "G " of the Hyer Survey of the City of tlam m ond, Louisimm , at a price not to exceed 
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$50,000. The total of $650,000 for the Hamm ond Library property was paid by the Tangipahoa Parish Cmmeil 
for the aforem entioned properties on January 11, 1999. 

A s part of the agreem ent between the Tangipahoa Parish Council and the Tangipahoa Parish Library Board of 
Control, a total of $200,000 was paid by the Tangipahoa Parish Library Board of Control to the Tangipahoa 
Parish Council G eneral Fund. 

23. Y EAR 2000 ISSU E 

The Tangipahoa Parish Council has performed a prelim inary inventory of com puter system s and other electronic 
equipm ent that m ay be affected by the year 2000 issue, and has taken significant action to achieve year 2000 
compliance. ]'his action consists of installation of the required year 2000 patch for the W indows NT operating 
system , obtaining year 2000 updates for accounting packages of the council, and verification of the year 2000 
co,npliance for the recently installed software for the landfill. A contingency backup plan has been developed 
to run accounting packages on a single com puter, if year 2000 problem s should occur. However, the Council 
m ay be affected by software and com puter system s of other agencies from  which the Council receives funds. 
In addition, for Sew erage D istrict N o. 1 of Tangipaboa Parish, a com ponent unit of the Tangipahoa Parish 
Council, year 2000 com pliance m ay be affected by the operation of electrical com ponents w ithin utility plants, 
and by outside agents providing billing services for the sew erage district. 

Bccause of the unprecedented nature of the year 2000 issue, its effect and the success of related relncdiation 
efforts w ill not be fully determ inable until the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagem ent cannot assure that the 
Tan gipahoa Parish Council w ill be year 2000 ready, the council's rcm ediation efforts w ill be successful in whole 
or in part, or that parties w ith whom the council does business w ill be year 2000 ready. 

24. Prior Period Adjustment 

A prior period adjustment of $30,273 was made to correct the beginning unreserved retained earnings balance. 
The adjustment is for electricity expense refunds received and due at December 31, 1997, net of expenses of 
collection. The refunds w ere collected based on an independent study of prior electricity billings for operation 
of sew er plants of the district. The correction to the beginning unreserved retained earnings account balance 
of the district is as follow s: 

12/31/97 

12/31/98 

Unreserved Retained Earnings Balance (Before 
Prior Period Adjustment) 

Correction of an Error: 
Electricity Refunds, Net of Collection Expense 

$ (18,956) 

30,273 

Unreserved Retained Earnings Balance (After 
Prior Period Adjustment) $ 11,317 
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A s of and for the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

ROA D AN D BRID GE FUN D S 

SPECIA L REV EN UE FUN D S 

The Road and Bridge Funds account for the construction of new roads and bridges and the m aintenance of 

the existing roads and roadside areas within the respective road districts. M ajor sources of revenues are ad 
valorem taxes, 75%  sales tax, and appropriations from the State of Louisiana Parish Transportation Fund. 

ROA D LIGtlT1N G DISTRICT FUN D S 

The Road Lighling D istrict Funds account for the costs of lighting streets and roads w ithin the respective 

districts. The major source of revenue is ad valorem taxes. 

G ARBAGE D ISTRICT N O . 1 FUN D 

The Garbage District No. 1 Fund accounts for the cost of operating the parish landfill. M ajor sources of 
revenue are ad valorem taxes and sanitation landfill user fees. 

RU RAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT N O . 2 FUND 

]'he Rural Fire Protection District N o. 2 Fund accounts for the receipt ofad valorem  taxes, state revenue 
sharing, and the two percent fire insurance rebatc m onies and the appropriation of these funds to the various 
fire departm ents in the district based on percentage of rural population they serve. 

1 tEA LTtl UNIT FU ND 

The H ealth U nit Fund accounts for the parish's portion of the cost of acquiring and m aintaining the healfll 

units in the parish. The major source of revenue is ad valorem taxes. 

W FIN ESS FEES FUN D 

The W itness Fees Fund accounts for the fees paid to witnesses in district court and the Seventh W ard Court 

The major source of revenue is court fines. 
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CRIM IN AL COU RT FUN D 

SPECIA L REVEN UE FUN D S 

The Twenty-First Judicial District Crim inal Court Fund is established under Section 571.11 of Title 15 of 
tim Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, which provides that fines and forfeitures im posed by the district 
courts and district attorn ey conviction fees in crim inal cases are to be transferred to the parish treasurer and 
deposited into a special Crim inal Court Fund to be used fur the expenses of the crim inal court of the parish. 

Expenditures are made from the fund on motion of the district attorney and approval of the district judges. 
The statute also requires that one-half of the fund balance remaining in the Crim inal Court Fund at Decem ber 
31 of each year be transferred to the parish General Fund. 

STA TE AN D FED ERA L FUND S 

STATI';-LO CAL GOV ERN M EN T A SSISTAN CE FUN D 

The Stale-Local Governm ent A ssistance Fund accounts for the funds received from the State of I.ouisiana 
M ineral Enhancenaent Fund and their ultim ate disbursem ents. 

SECTION 8 IIO U SIN G AN D SECTION 8 V OU CIIER FUN DS 

The Section 8 llousing and Section 8 V oucher Funds account for grants received from the United States 
I)cpartm ent ofl lousing and Urban Developm ent for housing assistance program s for low-incom e persons. 

A N IM A L SI 1EI[I'ER FU N D 

The A nim al Shelter Fund accounts for transfers from the parish to construct a parish anim al shelter 
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TANGIPABOA PARISH COUNCIL 

Amit e, Louisiana 
SPECIAL REVENUE - ROAD AND BRIDGE FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

December 31, 1998 

ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Receivables 
Due from other funds 

L~ABZL]TIES 

Accounts payable 

Accrued Expenses 

Due to other funds 

FUND EQUITY 
Unreserved-undesignated 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 
Amite, Louisiana 

SPECIAL REVENUE - ROAD AND BRIDGE FUNDS 

COMBINING SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 

AND C~IANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

FOr The Twelve Months Ended December 9~, 199~ 

REVEh~ ES 

Taxes : 

Sales 

Parish transportation funds 

State grants 
Interest 

other revenues 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Publ~c Works 

ROAD 
AND 

BRIDGE 

ROAD 

AND 

BRIDG E 

COArFRACT TOTAL 

The notes to the flnancial statements are an Intesral part of this statement 
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ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Receivables 

LIABT],IT]ES 

Accounts payable 

FUND EQUITY 
Unreserved-undesignated 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 

Amite. LouisSana 

SPECIAL REVENUE - ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

December 31. 1998 

6,235 $ 53,947 $ 
2.717 477 

SCHEDU LE 5 
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REVEN~ ES 

Taxes: 

Ad valorem 
Interest 

EXPEhqg]TLrRES 

Public Works 

TANGIP/~ 0A PARISH COUNCIL 
~ ite, Louisiana 

SPECIAL REVEh~JE - RO~  LIGHTING DISTRICT FUNDS 

CO~ INING SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPE~/DIgq/P~ S, 

AND CHANGES IN FUND B/kI~ CES 

For The Twelve Months Ended Decen83er 3~, 1998 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 
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TA~GIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 
Amite, Louisiana 

SPECIAL REVENUE ~ STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

December 31. 1998 

LJAB]L]TIES 

Accounts payable 
Accrued Expenses 

Due to other funds 
Due to HUD 

FUND EQUITY 
Unreserved-undesignated 

SECTION 8 SECTION 8 ANIMAL 

HOUSING VOUCHER SHELTER 

5 0 
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TANGIPAHOA pARiSH COUNCIL 
Amite, Louisiana 

SPECIAL REVENUE - STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDS 

COMBINING SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 
FOr The Twelve Months Ended December 3~, 1998 

REVENUES 

Intergovernmental revenues: 
Federal funds: 

Federal grants 

Fees, charges, and commissions ~or services 

Interest 

EXPENDITURES 

General Government 
Public Safety 
Health and welfare 

SECTION 8 

HOUSING 

SECTION 8 

yOHCHER 

SCHEDULE 8 

ANIMAL TRUANCY 

SHELTER PREVENTION 

0 

394,157 

0 

3.28,230 

216,808 

0 

0 

7. 684 

216,808 

530.07] 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1,415 

105.000 

Excess of Revenues and Other Sources Over 

(Under) Expenditures and Other Uses 

Fund Balances (Deficit) at Beginning of Year 

Fund Eo]ances (Deficit) at End of Year $ 

0 

1,415 

105.000 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 
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SU PPLEM ENTAL IN FORM A TION SCHEDULES 
A s of and for the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

ROA D DISTRICT N O . 101 FUND 

DEBT SERV ICE FUN D S 

The Road D istrict N o. 101 Fund accum ulates m onies to pay a bond issue dated Decem ber 15, 1976, 
of $275,000.Thc bonds were issued to open, construct, and improve public roads, highways, and 
bridges w ithin the district. Financing is provided by an annual property tax and interest earned on 
deposits. 

SUB-ROA D DISTRICT N O . 1 OF ROA D DISTRICT N O . 101 FUN D 

The Sub-Road D istrict N o. 1 of Road D istrict N o. 101 Fund accum ulates m onies to pay a bond issue 
dated Decem ber 15, 1976, of $275,000. The bonds were issued to open, construct, and improve 
pnblic roads, highw ays, and bridges witlfin the district. Financing is provided by an annual property 
tax and interest earned on deposits. 

ROA D I)ISTR1CT N O . 202 FUN D 

The Road D istrict N o. 202 Fund accum ulates m onies to pay the January 15, 1965, bond issue of 
$56,000. The bonds were issued to open, construct, and im prove public roads, highways, and 
bridges in the district. Financing is provided by an amm al property lax and interest earned on 
deposits. 

SU B-ROA D D ISTR ICT N O . 1 OF ROA D DISTRICT N O . 202 FU N D 

The Sub-Road District No. 1 of Road District No. 202 Fund accumulates monies to pay a $44,000 
bond issue dated January 15, 1965. The bonds w ere issued to open, construct, and im prove public 
roads, highw ays, and bridges in lhe sub-district. Financing is provided by an amm al property tax 
and interest earned on deposits. 

ROAD DISTRICT N O . 707 FUN D 

The Road D istrict N o. 707 Fund accunm lates m onies to pay a bond issue dated January 15, 1965, 
of $650,000. The bonds were issued to open, construct, and im prove public roads, highways, and 
bridges w ithin the district. Financing is provided by an annual property tax and interest earned on 
deposits. 
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SUPPLEM EN TA L IN FORM ATION SCH EDULES 

(Continued) 
A s of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

DEBT SERV ICE FUN D S 

SU B-ROAD DISTRICT N O . 1 OF ROAD DISTRICT N O . 808 FUN D 

A ll bonds of this fund w ere redeem ed prior to 1994 

GEN ERAL SERV ICE SU B-DISTRICT N O . 4A FUND 

The General Service Sub-District N o. 4A Fund accum ulates m onies to pay the June 1, 1984, bond 
issue of $200,000. The bonds were issued to construct, m aintain, and im prove public roads, 
highways, and bridges w ithin tile sub-district. Financing is provided by an annual property tax and 
inlerest earned on deposits. 

GFN ERAL SERV ICE SU B-DISTRICT N O . 5 FUN D 

The General Service Sub-District N o. 5 Fund accum ulates m onies to pay the June 1, 1984, boud 
issue of $900,000. The bonds were issued "to construct, m aintain, and im prove public roads, 
highways, and bridges w ithin the sub-district. Financing is provided by an amm al properly tax and 
interest earned on deposits. 

GEN EI~,AL SERV ICE SU B-DISTRICT N O . 8 FUN D 

The General Service Sub-D istrict N o. 8 Fund accum ulates m onies to pay the June 1, 1984, bond 
issue of $900,000. The bonds were issued to construct, m aintain, and im prove public roads, 
highways, and bridges w ithin the sub-district. Financing is provided by an annual properly tax and 
interest earned on deposits. 

RECREATION D ISTP, ICT N O . 1 FUN D 

The Recreation District N o. 1 Fund accum ulates nin nies to pay the June 15, 1978, bond issuc of 
$505,000. The bonds w ere issued to acquire land, buildings, equipm ent, and other facilities for 
recreational purposes w ithin the district. Financing is provided by an annual property tax and 
interest earn ed on deposits. 

RECREATION DISTRICT N O . 2 FUN D 

The Recreation D istrict N o. 2 Fund accum ulates m onies to pay the June 15, 1979, bond issue of 
$570,000. The bonds were issued to acquire land, buildings, equipm ent, and other facilities for 
recreational purposes w ithin the district. Financing is provided by an annual property tax and 
interest earn ed on deposits. 
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L]AB]LITIESS 

ACCOUnts payab]e 

FUND EQUITy 
Reserved for: 

Debt service 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 
Amite. Louisiana 

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 
December 31. 1998 

ROAD 

DISTRICT 

RECREATION 

DISTRICTS 
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REVENUES 

Taxes: 

Ad valorem 
Interest 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 

Amite, Louisiana 
DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 

COMBINING SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

For The Twelve Months Ended December 31, 1998 

EXPENDITURES 

Genelai Government: 

Finance and Administrative 

Debt Service: 

Principal 
Interest and agent fees 

Excess of Revenues and Other Sources Over 

(Under) Expenditures and Other Uses 

GENEP~AL 

ROAD SERVICE RECREATION 

DISTRICTS DISTRICTS DISTRICq'S 

55 

SCHEDULE 10 

(217)$ 210,772 
1,842 16,562 



LIABILITIES 

Accounts payable 

FUND EQUITY 
Reserved for: 

Debt service 

TANGIPANOA PARISH COUNCIL 

Amite, Louisiana 

DEBT SERVICE - ROAD DISTRICT FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

December 31, 1998 

TOTAL 

34,671 

35,986 

56 



REVENUES 

Taxes : 

Ad valorem 
IDterest 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 

Amite, Louisiana 

DEBT SERVICE - ROAD DISTRICT FUNDS 

COMBINING SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

For The Twelve Months Ended December 31. 1999 

General Government: 

F~nance and Administrative 

Debt Service : 

Principal 

]nte:est and agent fees 

Excess of Revenues Over 

(Under) Expenditures 

Excess of Revenues and Other Sources Over 

(under) Expenditures and Other Uses 

NO. 101 NO. I01-I TOTAL 

57 

20,000 

44.480 

SCH EDU LE 12 



 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 

Amite, Louisiana 
DEBT SERVICE - GENERAL SERVICE DISTRICT FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

December 31. 1998 

ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Receivables 

L]A~]],IT]ES 

Accounts payable 

FUND EQUITY 
Reserved for: 

Debt service 

58 

91,008 

183.388 

SCHEDU LE 13 



 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 

Amit e, Louisiana 
DEBT SERVICE - GENERAL SERVICE DISTRICT FUNDS 

COMBINING SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 
For %'he Twelv~ Months Ended l)@ce[,~er ~i, 199B 

EXPENDITURES 

General Government: 

F~nance and Administrative 

Debt Service: 

Principal 

Interest and agent fees 

SCH EDU LE 14 

NO. 4A NO. 5 NO . 8 TOTAL 

$ 25,033 $ 107,372 $ 36,705 $ 169,110 
~,018 5,084 4.935 11.037 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 
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TANGIPAHOA PARIEH COUNCIL 
Amite, Louisiana 

DEBT SERVICE - RECREATION DISTRICT FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

December 31. 1998 

ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents 

I,]ABILITIES 

FUND EQUITY 
Reserved for: 

Debt service 
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REVENUES 

T~XeS : 

Ad valorem 

Interest 

TANGIPAHOA pARISH COUNCIL 

Attire, Louisiana 
DEBT SERVICE - RECREATION D]STR]CT FUNDS 

COMBINING SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES~ 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

For The Twelve Months Ended December 3I, 1998 

~XPENDITURES 
General Government: 

Finance and Administrative 

Debt Selvice: 

Principal 

Interest and agent fees 

(217 
1.843 

61 

SCI IEDULE 16 



Federal Grantor/Pass-Through 
Grantor Program Title 

TAN G 1PA H O A PA RISH C O UNCIL 
Anfite, Louisiana 

Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

US Federal Em ergency M anagem ent 
Agency: 

Fema (DOC Number PV00007376) 

Fema (DOC Nmnber PV00008204) 

Total 1.1S Federal Enlergency 
M anagem ent Agency 

Federal 
CFDA 
Num ber 

Cash\ 
Accrued 
Revenue at 
Dec. 31, 
1997 

83.544 $ 

83.544 

Receipts 
or 

Revenue 
Recognized 

$ 14,766 

4,766 

Disburs./ 
Expend. 

$ 14,766 

32.505 

$ 47,27 

l:htreau of Justice Assistance - Local 
Law Enforcement Block Grant (Pass 
thru from Louisiana Comm ission on 
I,aw Enforcem ent to Tangipahoa 
Parish Sheriff's Office) 16.592 $ $ 118,165 $ 118,165 

Truaucy Prevenfiou Granl (Pass 
thru to Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff's 
Office) 16.548 7,684 7.684 

SCHEDU LE 17 

Cash/ 
Accrued 
Revenue at 
Dec. 31, 
1998 

$ 

(32,505) 

s (32,505) 

l'otal tJS Depaltmenl of Jllslice $ $ 125,849 S 125,849 $ 

U S Department of tlousing and 
Urban Developm ent 
Direct Program s: 

Section 8 l-;xisting 1 tousing Program 

Section 8 I lousing Voucher Program 

Passed thlough State l)ivision of 
Adm inistration: 

LCDBG Contract # 101 6071 

LCDBG Contract # 101 6072 

Passed through Louisiana Dep. of 
Social Services, O ffice of Com munity 
Planning and Developm ent: 

4.156 

4.177 

4.219 

4.219 

$ 218,376 

143,547 

(390) 

100 

$ 394,494 

124.167 

299,950 

107.035 

$ 525,972 

194,733 

299,950 

107.036 

$ 86,898 

72.981 

(390) 

99 

Em ergency Shelter GrantProgram 

(DOA # 370-800447) 14.231 655 7,305 7
,305 655 

Total US Depa~m ent of Housing and 
Urban Development 
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Federal Granlor/Pass-Through 
Grantor Program Title 

TA N G IPA H O A PARISH CO UN CIL 
Am ite, Louisiana 

Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Aw ards 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 199g 

Total Federal Awards 

Federal 
CFDA 
N umber 

Cash\ 
Accrued 
Revenue at 
Dec. 31, 
1997 

Receipls 
or 

Revenue 
Recognized 

SCH ED ULE 17 

(Continued) 

Disburs./ 
Expend. 

$ 362,288 $ 1,073,566 $ 1,308,116 

Cash/ 
Accrued 
Revenue al 
Dec. 3 I, 
1998 

$ 127,728 

The Schedule of Expenditures of Federal A wards presented above is a sulnm ary of the activity of the Tangipahoa 
Parish Council's Federal A w ards program s, and does not present transactions that w ould be included in the 

financial slatem ents of the Tangipahoa Parish Council, based on the accrual basis. 

(Concluded) 
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TA N G IPA H O A PA R 1SH CO UN CIL 

Sulnm ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

Section 1 - Internal Control and Com nliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

R eference N um bers: 95-P2 

Fiscal Y ear Finding Initially O ccurred: 12/31/95 

D escription of Findings 

SCI IEDU1.E 18 

During fiscal year 1996, and for pa: of fiscal year 1997, tim council w as subtracting a five-year buyback 
am ount for equipm ent purchases from lhe bid price received to arrivc at the lowest price. This was in 
violation of the requirem ent that the bid price be a firm figure. Clarification was received from the 
Allorney General's office, in a letter dated Septem ber 11, 1997, indicating that a buy-back agreem ent 
was acceptable if, w hen the GBB is used, all bidders com pete on a level playing field where each is 
required lo m eet the sam e GBB provisions as the other. Parish Council officials and adm inistrative staff 
m et w ith the Altorney General's office to review existing bid procedures involving guaranleed buyback 

provisions (GBB), have revised the procedures for GBB, and have reviewed the revised procedures \villi 
the Attorney General's office. Term s and conditions of the buyback are now specified by, the 
Tangipahoa Parish Council and are included w ithin an agreem ent entilled "Tangipahoa Parish Council 
Guaranleed Repurchase Agreem ent". The bidder m ust list the buyback am ount on this form mad sign 
the form agreeing lo the term s and conditions of the buyback. The adlninislralion has also revised lhe 
bid tabulalion form lo evaluate differences in financing costs associaled w ith buyback provisions. 

Com pliance was listed as partial in the prior fiscal year, since changes in bid procedures were not 
finalized until fiscal year 1997, and w e noled that com pliance as related to "buy-back" provisions should 
be reviewed for fiscal year 1998. N o additional findings were noted in the review of bid aw ards 
involving "buy-back" provisions for fscal year 1998. 

C orrection A ction Taken: Fina 

A dditional Explanation 

Parish Council offi cials and adm inistrative staff  feel that bid procedures involving guaranteed buyback 

provisions (GBB) have been amended to insure that the lowest responsible bidder is selected. 
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R eference N um bers: 95-P4 

TA NG IPAH O A PARISH CO UNCIL 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

(Continued) 

Fiscal Year Finding Initially O ccurred: 12/31/95 

D escription of Findings: 

SCItEI)U LE 18 

Findings for the fiscal years ending Dccem bcr 31,1995, 1996, and 1997 indicatcd that Sew erage D istrict 
No. 1 was not in com pliance with the following covenants in connection with the issuance of $800,000 
of Sewer Revenue Bonds: 

Item s A & B. These two findings relate to the deficit in retained earning and the bond com pliance 
requirem ent to m aintain a bond-dcbt coverage factor of at least 120% . W ith the issuance oflhe 1993 
Revenue Bonds, the Sexvcragc D istrict covenants that they will provide revenues sufficient to pay the 
reasonable expenses of operating and m aintaining the system , and to fire d all obligations of the 
district, including required reserves or sinking funds for bonded indebtedness. The district furthcr 
covenants that they w ill provide revenues, after paying all reasonable and necessary expenses of 
operating and m aintaining the system , at least equal to 120%  of the largest am ount of principal and 

interest (bond-debt coverage factor) maturing on the bonds, and any subscqucntly issued parity bonds, 
in any succeeding fiscal year. 

A s reported in the financial m .dit for fiscal year 1997, the district continued to show a deficit in 
unreserved retained earnings of $(18,956) for the fiscal year ending December 31, 1997, which 
represented an increase in the deficit of $(10,193) reported for the fiscal year ending Deccmbcr 31, 
1996. A lthough the bond debt coverage factor of 132%  for the fiscal year ending Decem ber 31, 1997, 
w as abovc the required ratio of 120% , the ratio for the fiscal year ending D ecem ber 31, 1996, was 
202% . 

ltcm C. This finding noted that the sewerage district had not com plied w ith bond rcquircm cnts for 
approving policies for disconnect of past due accounts. The original bond resolution specified that 
past due accounts nm st be disconnected w ithin 30 days of the past due date. In order to com ply with 
bond covenants, the Tangipahoa Parish Council approved an ordinance requiring that water 
com panics in Tangipahoa Parish, providing billing services for Sewerage D istrict N o. 1, m ust 
disconnect past due accounts in accordance w ith the prescribed tim e period for utility paym ent of said 
w ater com pany. The Rural Utilities Service office also requires concurrent action by the sewerage 
district, and this change in disconnect policy m ust be approved by the bondholder, represented by 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service (RUS) Office. 
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TAN G IPAH O A PA RISH C O UN CIL 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

(Continued) 
Correction A ction Taken: Partially 

Partial C orrective A ction Taken 

SCtlEDU LE 18 

tn rclation to ltcm s A & B above, a deficit in unreserved retained earnings of $18,956 was previously 
rcpo~aed for the fiscal year ending D eccm ber 31, 1997. Restatenlentofthe financial statem ents for the 

fiscal year ending December 31, 1997, for the effcct of a prior period adjustment, as noted in Footnote 
24 (Prior Period Adjustment), would increase net income by $30,272. W ith the effect of the prior pcriod 
adjustment, the district would report an unreserved retained earnings balance of$11,316, instead of the 
previously reportcd deficit in unreserved rctained carnings of $18,956 for the fiscal year ending 
1)eccm ber 31, 1997. For the fiscal year ending D ecem ber 31, 1998, the district reportcd a positive 
retained earnings balance of $54,028, and increased the bond debt coverage factor to 235% . 

In response to Finding "C" above, the sew erage district corrected this finding by approving a resolution 
providing that sew erage district custom er accounts be disconnected for nonpaym ent within thirty days 
and that all billing agents m ust notify the sew erage district at the tim e of disconnect of may sew erage 
custom ers, providing the date of disconnect, the am ount ow ed to the district, and any address changes. 
This resolution was forwarded to the Rural Utilities Service, U .S. Departm ent of Agriculture, for 
approval. 

A dditional Explanafior, 

Corrective action for Finding "A & B" is final, since there is no longcr a deficit in unreserved rctaincd 
cam ings, and there has been a significant im provem ent in the bond debt coverage ratio. Corrcctive action 
for Findilag "C" is listed as partial since the sewerage district nm st continue to m onitor and determ ine 
com pliance by billing agents to the approved disconnect policy 

R eference N um bers: 96-P3 

Fiscal Year Finding Initially O ccurred: 12/31/96 

D escription of Findings 

This finding related to establishing policies for charging penalties, interest on past due accounts, and 
charges for reconnect fees for Sew erage D istrict N o. 1 of Tangipahoa Parish. The original bond 
resolution requires that a penalty charge of 10%  w ill be charged on all delinquent accounts, interest of 
not less than 5%  per annum w ill be charged on delinquent accounts after 10 days froln the date of 
delinquency, and a reconnect fee w ill be assessed w hen the delinquent account is reconnected. W e 
found no evidence that these charges w ere being assessed by the w ater com panies providing billing 
services for the sew erage district. 
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TANG IPAH O A PARISH COUNCIL 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

(Continued) 

Corrective A ction Taken: Partial 

Partial Corrective A ction Taken 

SCItED ULE 18 

The Board of Com m issioners of Sew erage D istrict N o, 1 corrected this finding by notifying billing 
agents for the sewerage district that the sam e penalty as is charged for water service by utility com panies 

will apply to sewer district billings, subject to a nfinimum of 5% to be charged on the past due amount. 
Penallies w ill be charged only on the current billing, and not on accum ulated past due balances. Copies 
of this policy were provided to billing agents, with copies of the notification provided to the Rural 
Utilities Service, U .S. Departm ent of A griculture. 

A dditional Explanation: 

The sewerage district has com plied w ith bond requirem ents for the adoption of policies for charging 
penalties on past due accounts. The only action required by the district is to m onitor com pliance to 
policy im plem entation by billing agents for the district. 

Reference N um ber: 97-C2 

1)escripiian of Finding 

A s of Decem ber 31, 1997, the sewerage district had not determ ined the am ount of uncollectible accounts 
receivable, nor had an aging of accounts receivable been developed. During fiscal year 1998, the 
sewerage district form ally notified each of the billing agents that this inform ation m ust be provided on 
a m onthly basis. A s of D ecem ber 31, 1998, the district was able to com pile an aging of accounts 
receivable, based on inform ation provided by the billing agents, but considerable tim e w as needed to 
com pile the listing. An aging w as not provided on a m onthly basis during 1998 for review by the Board 
of Com m issioners for the sew erage district. 

Corrective A ction Taken: Partial 

Partial Corrective A ction Taken: 

The sewerage district form ally notified each of the billing agents that all billing agents m ust notify the 
sewerage district at the tim e of disconnect of any sewerage custom ers, providing the date of discomaect

, 

the am ount owed to the district, and any address changes. A s of Decem ber 31, 1998, the district w as 
able to com pile an aging of accounts receivable, based on information provided by the billing agents. 
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A dditional Explanation 

TANG IPAHO A PARISH CO UNCIL 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For tile Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

(Continued) 

SCHEDU LE 18 

Corrective action taken is listed as partial, since the billing agents m ust still m ake the requircd 
program m ing changes to provide a m onthly aging of accounts receivable for sewerage district accounts. 
The sew erage district w ill need to continue to m onitor com pliance by the billing agents, and will need 
to m onitor the progress of billing agents in im plem enting new utility billing program s. 

R eference N um ber: 97-C3 

D escription of Finding 

A s part of tile fiscal year 1997 financial audit, and at the request of adm inistrative staff of tile Parish 
Council, w e reviewed the internal controls for the receipt and disbursem ent of fonds by the Tangipahoa 
Parish Animal Shelter (a special revenue fund of the Tangipahoa Parish Council). As a result of our 
review , w e included the follow ing recom m endations to im prove internal controls for cash collections: 

1. M inim ize the collection of cash receipts. 
2. A doption contracts and im poundm ent receipts should be pre-nulnbercd. W e recom m end that 
Shelter personnel review the system  now in effect by 'the Tangipa?a~a ?arish Building Perm it 
O ffice. 
3. A daily report should be prepared detailing cash receipts by category, deposits should be 
reconciled to the daily report, and deposits m ust be m ade daily in conform ance w ith State law . 
4. D eposit slips, daily reports, and copies of pre-num bered docum ents should be forwarded to 
tile council daily for processing by the accounting departm ent. A ll pro-num bered docum ents 
should be accounted for, including voided docum ents. 
5. Per review with the legislative auditor's office, donations for a separate entity should not be 
accepted by Tangipahoa Parish Council personnel. Deposits can be accepted but they should be 
placed ill a separate container, and there should be a w ritten agreem ent with the non-profit group 
indicating that the non-profit group retains sole responsibility for picking np the receipts and 
depositing the receipts. 
6. A lly discounts for Anim al Shelter services granted to em ployees should be discontinued since 
this m ay constitute a violation of Slate law . 
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TAN G IPA IIO A PARISH CO UN CIL 

Smnm ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

(Continued) 

SCIIED U LE 18 

A s part of the financial audit for the fiscal year ending I)ecem ber 31, 1998, w e again reviewed tile 
intern al controls for cash receipts and collections, and noted substantial com pliance to the above 

recom m endations, w ith the following exceptions: 

1. A doption contracts and im poun&nent receipts are not pre-num bered. 
2. Copies of these docum ents are not forwarded to the council each day with the daily report 

W c noted that the docum ents are traceable by assigned num bers per anim al, to a database that recaps 
collections, and that this procedure represents a significant im provem ent in operations, l low cvcr, the 
audit trail is often difficult to follow since copies of these source doculnents are not attached to the daily 
report and forwarded to the council. ]n m any cases, source docum ents consist of several pages and it 
m ay be im practical to attach all copies to daily reports. Since there m ust be support for all deposits, w e 
recom m end that the anim al shelter either attach copies of source docum ents supporting am ounts in the 
daily report, or use a system ofpre-num bered receipts that reference source docum ents, and that can be 

reconciled to deposit totals. 

In relation to disbursem ents, our recom m endation to im prove intern al controls w ere as follow s 

1. Requisitions should be approved by the Departm ent }lead of the Anim al Shelter, as is done 
with other departm ents of the Tangipahoa Parish Council. ":nd subm itted to the Parish Council 
to obtain purchase orders. 
2. Requests for paym ent of veterinary bills should be approved by the I)epartm ent Head and 
subm itted Io the Parish Council accom panied by the veterinarian's invoice. 
3. M inim ize situations in which em ployees pay for expenses of the Shelter and are reim bursed. 

For the review of internal controls for disbursem ents conducted during the 1998 financial andit, w e 
noted substantial com pliance to the above recolm nendations. 

Corrective A ction Taken: Partial 

Partial Corrective A ction Taken 

M anagem ent of the Tangipahoa Parish Council w ill review existing procedures for cash collections and 
w ill take the necessary steps to ensure that evidence of source docum entation is attached to support all 
deposits of the Tangipahoa Parish A nim al Shelter. 

A dditional Explanation 

Corrective action taken is listed as "partial" pending com pliance to recom m endations to im prove 
docum entation supporting daily deposit totals. 
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R eference N um ber: 97-C4 

Description of Finding: 

TANGIPAtlOA PARISH CO UNCIL 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior A udit Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

(Continued) 

SCH ED ULE 18 

A finding for the financial audit for the fiscal year ending Decem ber 31, 1997, noted that based on a 
verbal com plaint filed, it was found that the Parish Landfill Superintendent look two Parish em ployees, 
on parish tim e and ill a parish vehicle to m ove personal property from Itam m ond to his new residence 
in A m ite. U pon notification of tile com plaint, the Landfill Superintendeut w as reprim anded for the 

occur,'ence and a total of $43.20 was reimbursed to the Parish by tile Superintendent. lnvestigatioll by 
tile Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff's department indicated that a total of $83.00 was also due as 
reimbursem ent, including $50.00 for two hours of time for the Superintendenl, plus $33.00 estim ated 
cost of rental for a vehicle. 

W e rccom m ended that the Council review tile payroll records of the Superintendent for the week in 
question. If the Superintenderd did not work tile required additional hours for the week in question, and 
the am ount is determ ined to be due, final reim bursem ent should be m ade to the Parish Council. 
Adm inistrative staff of the council indicated that they would review this m atter again and m ake a final 
determ ination on the am ount of reim bursem ent due the council. 

Corrective A ction Taken: Fina 

A dditional Explanation 

Corrective action taken is listed as "final" per discussion w ith tile Tangipahoa Parish D istrict Attorney's 
office. The D istrict Attorney has m et several tim es w ith parties involved in this case. Restitution has 
been m ade and it is not anticipated that further action or charges are to be filed on this m atter. 

Section I1 - Internal C ontrol and C om nliance M alerial to Federal Aw ards 

N o findings for Section II 

70 



TA N G IPA H O A PA R ISH  CO UN C IL 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

(Continued) 

Section 111 - M anagem ent Letter 

R eference Num ber: 96-N11 
Fiscal Y ear of lnitial M anagem ent R ecom m endation: Fiscal Year Ending 12/31/96 

l)eseription of Finding 

SCH EDULF~ 18 

For the fiscal year ending Decem ber 31, 1996, we noted that under provisions of the Unclaim ed Property 
Statute (Act 829 of the 1986 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature) governmental agencies are 
required to report unclaim ed property to the State. Unclaim ed property as of D ecem ber 31, 1996, 
consisted of $1655.63 in outstanding checks in the old pooling account for the Tangipahoa Parish 
Council. For the fiscal year ending D ecem ber 31, 1997, m anagem ent of the council indicated that the 
am ount in the old pooling account w as transferred to the new account for the Tangipahoa Parish Council, 
and a list was developed of all parties to w hich lhe checks arc ow ed. The required fornas for returning 
unclaim ed property w ere requested from  the State, and the m onies w ere to be transferred to the State. 

It was stated by management, for the fiscal year ended December 31, 1998, that a major part of the fands 
were in actuality voided checks, and thai funds have not been returned to the Stale. W e recom m end lhal 
a revised list of these cheeks be developed im m ediately, and any anm unts not traceable to voided checks 
be returned to the State. 

C orrective A ction Planned 

W e will dcvelop this list im m ediatcly and return any unclaim ed funds to the State 

C orrective action taken: Partially 

A dditional Explanation: 

Corrective action continues to be partial until the funds are returned to lhe State 
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TAN G IPA H O A PA RISH CO UN CIL 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

(Continued) 

R eference N um ber: 96-M 5 
Fiscal Y ear of Initial M anagem ent R econnnendation: Fiscal Y ear Ending 12/31/96 

D escription of Finding 

SCHEDU LE 18 

W e noted in the m anagem ent letter for the fiscal year ended Decem ber 31, 1996, that the fidelity bond 
of the billing agent should be checked to determ ine if it also provides coverage for Sewerage District 
# 1 of Tangipahoa Parish, in the event of a fidelity loss. This clarification is required since water fees 
are collected by the billing agent, and the fidelity bond is issued in the nam e of the billing agent, lnilial 
indicati~nsweretha~fide~ityb~ndsf~rbi~i~gagentspr~tectth~interests~fthedistrict. However, the 
fidelity bond provisions indicate that "...The property covered under this insurance is lim ited to property 
that you ow n or hold; or for which you are legally liable. How ever, Ibis insurance is for ),our benefit 
only." U pon review during the current fina~lcial audit, the State Rural Utilities Service office issued tim 
follow ing opinion: 

In reviewing this m atter w ith O GC, the fidelity bond requirem ents of our procedure m ust be m et 
at a m inim um . Therefore, Rural Developm eut m ust be nam ed as co-obligee and the agreem ent 
betw een the borrow er and the billing agent m ust state that the billing agent is liable for the 
collections received. This contract should also be specifically referenced in the fidelity bond. 

Therefore, the borrow er is protected in accordance w ith RU S Instructions. 

W e recom m end that the sewerage district im m ediately notify the billing agent of the above bond 
requirem ents, and follow-up to determ ine that their interests are protected. 

C orrective action taken: Partially 

Partial Corrective A ction Taken 

W e w ill forward the above bond requirem ents to our billing agent, and w ill follow -up on recom m ended 
changes in bond policy provisions, and changes in our contract w ith the billing agent. 

A dditional Explanation 

Corrective action is listed as partial until the sewerage district determ ines that their interests are 
protected. 
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R eference N um ber: 97M -1 

D escription of Findings 

TAN G IPA H O A PA RISH CO UN CIL 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior A udit Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

(Continued) 

SCHEDU LE 18 

A s part of the financial audit for the Tangipahoa Parish Council for the fiscal year ending Decem ber 31, 
1997, and in response to an investigative report issued by the Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff's Offi ce, audit 
procedures were expanded to include a m ore in-depth analysis of the procednres for accepting w aste, 
recording data on waste collection and disposal, and reporting cash and charge collections for the 
Tangipahoa Parish Regional Landfill. 

Findings and recom m endations included w ithin the fiscal year 1997 audit are included below , and arc 
im m ediately follow ed by responses by the Tangipahoa Parish Council: 

1. Procedures require that all w aste haulers %veigh-in" at the front station. W hile the truck is on the 
scales, a "scaled weight" for the vehicle registers on a m eter in the front station office. The "scaled 
weight" is then m anually input into the software program for solid w aste haulers, and into a separate 
progrmn for the septic waste haulers. The weights input into the program s determ ine the charge that w ill 
apply for the hauler. 

A lthough w e found no indication that incorrect weights were being input into the program s, the input of 
weights of loaded vehicles is generally under the control of one person. Since there are no procedures for 
checking the accuracy of input, anyone could question whether vehicles arc being weighed in at corrcct 
loaded w eights. W e recom m end that the Parish Council review software options and program s that 
perm it the scaled w eight of the vehicle to be autom atically recorded into the program that calculates the 
charge. 

Corrective action taken: Final 

A dditional Explanation 

A new software package was im plem ented that interfaces w ith the scales to autom atically record the 
"scaled weight" of vehicles entering the landfill. 

2. For most haulers, a "T.A.R.E." weight (weight without a load) is input into the software, and according 
to land fill procedures, is re-checked every three m onths. Once the "scaled weight" is input into the landfill 
program , the "T.A .R.E." w eight is subtracted and a charge calculated. A lthough it was a stated practice 
that "T.A .R.E." w eights are periodically updated, we found no written evidence that these weights had 
been updated for the fiscal ),ear ending Decem ber 31, 1997. 

W e recom lncnd that the Parish Council consider one of two options. In the review of software that will 
allow the "scaled weight" to interface w ith the landfill software, w e recom m end that options also be 
review ed that provides an audit trail producing printouts indicating that "T.A .R.E." weights have been 
updated. Softw are, if available, should also provide autom atic notification of w hen "T.A .R .E" weights 
should be updated. W ithout this change in software capability, we recom m end that vehicles be w eighed 
when they are entering mad leaving the landfill. 
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Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

(Continued) 

C orrective action taken: Final 

A dditional Explanation 

SCHEDU LE 1 g 

The new software package for the landfill autom atically notifies the user w hen "T.A .R.E 
w eights m ust bc updated. 

3. The Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff's investigative report noted forty violations in w hich the required 
pernlits were not included in the cmnm ercial hauler's trucks. Requirem ents to include the pcm lit 
w ithin the vehicle for the solid waste hauler are included in Tangipahoa Parish Council Ordinance No. 
2 of 1989. Upon review , we noted that the building official of the Parish Council m onitors the 
requirem ents for issuance of perm its and provides the landfill office w ith a list of haulers thai arc 
perm itted. W e reviewed parish records to determ ine that the perm its w ere issued as required, and found 
that perm its had been issued for all of the haulers, with the exception of one septic waste hauler. The 
above m entioned ordinance does not specify that local perm its are required for septic w aste haulers. 

The parish council appears to be issuing perm its as required. W e recom m end that this m ailer be 
review ed w ith legal counsel to detennine if the perm its m ust be included w ithin vehicles, or ifa revision 
of the original ordinance is required. W e also recom m end that fire ordinance be am ended to include 

required perm its for all connnercial haulers. 

C orrective action taken: Partial 

Partial Corrective A ction Taken 

M anagem ent of the Tan gipahoa Parish Council is of the opinion that current policies of posting 
lists of carriers w ith occupational licenses is sufficient to ensure that all carriers have the required 
occupational licenses, ttow ever, since this involves a requirem ent as stated in an ordinance of 
the council, w e will refer this m atter to legal counsel for review . 

A dditional Explanation 

Corrective action will be listed as "partial" until review by legal counse 

4. Questions were included in the Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff's report on the location of haulers. W e 
review ed docum entation on the com m ercial haulers in qtmstion, and found no evidence that loads w ere 
being accepted from "prohibited haulers". H owever, the Parish Council approved Ordinance N o 97-01, 
prohibiting acceptance of waste from six parishes in heavily industrialized locations, and as of June 1, 
1998, prohibits acceptance of waste from  the State of M ississippi. Current procedures require the input 
of the location into the software program , based on knowledge of the driver, and where that hauler 

generally hauls from . Per discussion with the Department of Environmental Quality, a "naanifest" 
system that w ould docum ent the source of the w aste is not required for solid waste facilities. 
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(Continued) 

SCI tEDU LE 18 

A lthough not required for solid waste haulers, we recom lnend that the Parish Council consider 
increasing the level of docum entation required to substantiate the origin of the waste. ]'his could be in 
the form of docum entation required for each load or in periodic verification of the m onthly logs of 
com m ercial haulers. 

Corrective action taken: Fina 

A dditional Explanation: 

A s of June 1,1999, tire Tangipahoa Parish Landfill will no longer accept w aste from outside the 
parish of Tangipahoa. M anagem ent of the council is of the opinion that cun'ent procedures 
involving checking driver's license, and requesting additional docum entation if there is a 
question on the origin of the hauler, should be sufficient to determ ilae that waste from outside 
the parish is not accepted. 

5. Questions were included in the Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff's report on the types of waste being 
accepted into the landfill. Although, w e found no violations of perm it restrictions, there w ere questions 
and observations on the follow ing: 

a. Per review with the Department of Environmental Quality, sludge from the City ofl lammond can 
be accepted and dum ped as solid waste into the landfill. The facility is also perm itted to accept waste 
in a separate treatm ent facility for septic tank waste. The requirem ents for inspection and testing of 
the sludge are the prim ary respo~sibility of the City of t Iam m ond, and upon reqnest, the record of 
testing w as provided. The requirem ents to test effluents of the landfill sew age w aste treatm ent 
facility are m et by the Sewerage D istrict of Tangipahoa Parish. 

A lthough the testing of sludge is a prim m3' responsibility of the City of t Iam m ond, w e recom m end 
that reports on testing and com pliance be requested from the City of Ham m ond

, as required. The 
parish council should also receive all reports on testing of effluents for the sewage treatm ent facility. 

C orrective action taken: Final 

A dditional Explanation 

M anagem ent of the Tangipahoa Parish Council responded to tbis finding by stating that the 
Landfill does not currently receive such reports. They indicated that this w as the responsibility 
of the sewerage district for 1998, and through/',lay, 1999. Beginning June 1

, 1999, the Landfill 
will keep all appropriate records. 
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SCB_EDULE 1 g 

b. It w as noted that the facility is perm itted for accepting septic w aste. A s a norm al practice, sand 
included in the toad camm t be dum ped in the septic waste treatm ent facility since it w ill clog tile 
pum ps. The sand is dum ped into the cells for solid w aste and is visually inspected to insure that 
liquid is not included in the load. 

W e recommend that the parish council contact the Department of Enviromnental Quality to determine 
if the visual inspection of the septic sand w aste m eets the requirem ents of the "paint filter test" 
included in the perm it for the landfill. 

C orrective action taken: Final 

A dditional E xplanation 

M anagem ent of the Tangipahoa Parish Council responded that based on their discussion w ith 
engineers the paint filter test applies only to dom estic sewer sludge and not other types of waste. 
The item  in question involved the dum ping of a load of sand from a car wash clean out. The 
landfill is permitted to take this type of w aste in the w aste cell. 

c. In our review we noted that it is a policy of the landfill to place two "spotters" to visually inspect 
tile dum ping of solid waste. If unacceptable w aste is noted, the report is called to the front station 
and a w aste inspection report is com pleted by personnel in the front station. W aste inspection reports 
are also com pleted by personnel in the front station on loads that arc not allowed to enter the landfill, 
and the type w aste that is typical for that hauler is recorded on the charge ticket. O ther than tbese 
reports, a log is not m aintained by the "spotters" on solid w aste dum ped into the landfill. 

W e recommend thai lhe parish council check with the Department of Environmental Quality to 
determ ine if it is standard practice for "spotters" to m aintain a log indicating the type waste dumped 
into tile landfill. 

C orrective action taken: Final 

A dditional Explanation 

M anagem ent of the Tangipahoa Parish Council contends that current procedures in effect are 

sufficient since the Department of Environmental Quality does not require spotters in the active 
area to m aintain a log. 
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SCttED U LE 18 

6. This item  referred to tile funding of closure and postclosure costs. Discussion of this item is now 
included w itbin the "Correction Action Plan for Current Year Findings" as Reference N o

. 98-C3. 

Reference N um ber: 97M -2 

Description of Findings 

For the fiscal year ended Decem ber 31, 1997, it was noted in review w ith legal counsel that tile Budget 
Ordinance dictates the salaries to be paid that are under the discretion of the Parish President

. The 
Budget Ordil~ance is subsequently approved by t'he Parish Council I lowcver

, it w as also noted that the 
original m otion, dated January 24

, 1994, hiring a com pliance officer for federal program s, specificd that 
position was to be on a parl-tim c basis, not to exceed a salary of $25,000 per ycar. Since that tim e, the 
duties of the com pliance officer have been expanded

, and the annual salary  increased, with a total salary 
of $27,186 paid for 1997, and $28,300 paid for 1998. Since the original motion specified a nlaxim um 
salary of $25,000, we recom m ended that corrective action needs to be m ade in the Council's m inutes 
to correct this discrepancy. 

Corrective Action Planned (Response by M anagement) 

The Tangipahoa Parish I tom e Rule Charter does not give the Council the responsibility or the authority 
to set the pay rate for any em ployees of the Parish, except for the Finance Director

, the Pnblic W orks 
D irector, and the Council's Clerk. The increases in pay w ere properly authorized and approved by the 
Parish President to com pensate for increases in the scope of services perform ed and cost of living

. 

Corrective action taken: Final 

Additional Exl)lanation 

The salary increases appear to be w ithin the authority granted to the Parish l'residcnt by the l lom c Rule 
Charter. 
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Corrective Action Plan for 
Current Year Audit Findings 

For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

ta 

Reference N um ber: 98-C 1 

D escription of Finding 

SCI IEDU LE 19 

Budget procedures applicable to am ending budgets are specified in I,ouisiana Revised Statutes 39:1301 - 
1314, and in A rticle V , Section 5-02 through 5-06 of the Tangipahoa Parish Itom e Rule Charter. The 
revised statutes require the council to am end budgets w hen actual expenditures w ithin a fire d exceed 
budgeted expenditures by five percent or m ore, or revenue collections within a fund fail to m eet 
estim ated annual budgeted revenues by five percent or m ore. In each oflhe three prior fiscal years, 
exceptions w ere noted. For the fiscal year ending D ecem ber 31, 1997, the findings were as follow s: 

Road & Bridge Fund 

Road & Lighting D istrict 

N o. 3 

Rural Fire Protection D ist 

N o. 2 

A nim al Shelter 

A ctual expenditures exceeded budgeted 
expenditures by 12.92% . 

Actual expenditures exceeded budgeted 
cxpenditurcs by 17.20% . 

A ctual expenditures exceeded budgeted 
expenditures by 27.00% . 

Actual expenditures exceeded budgeted 
expenditures by 10.23%  

For the fiscal year ending D ecem ber 31, 1998, findings w ere as follow s 

Road & Bridge Contract 
Fund 

Road Lighting D istrict 
N o. 2 

Road Lighting D istrict 
N o. 4 

H ealth U nit 

Actual expenditures exceeded budgeted 
expenditures by 28.59% . 

Budgeted revenues exceeded actual 
revenues by 83.28% . 

Budgeted revenues exceeded actual 
revenues by 77.73% . 

Budgeted revenues exceeded actual 
revenues by 43.30%  
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Con'ective Action Plan for 
Current Year Audit Findings 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

C orrective A ction Planned: 

SCHEDULE 19 

M anagem ent of the Tangipahoa Parish Council stated that the budget variance w as due to unexpected 

financial adjustments made following the close of~.he fiscal year. The Tangipahoa Council will in the 
future attempt to more closely anticipate the effect of year-end adjustments on actual revenues and 
expenditures. 

N am e of Contact Person 

Buddy W ier, Finance Director 
Tangipahoa Parish Council 

(504) 748-3211 

A nticipated Com pletion D ate 

W e will continue to monitor the need for budget adjustments, and will more closely review the necessity 
of budget am endm ents at fiscal year end. 

R eference N um ber: 98-C 2 

D escription of Finding 

It was noted within Footnote 23 (Year 2000 Issue) of the Notes to the Financial Statements, that the 
Tangipahoa Parish Council has perform ed a prelim inary inventory of com puter system s and other 
electronic equipm ent that m ay be affected by the year 2000 issue, and that significant action has been 
taken to achieve year 2000 com pliance. This action consists of installation of the required year 2000 
patch for the W indow s N T operating system , obtaining year 2000 updates for accounting packages of 
the council, and verification of the year 2000 com pliance for the recently installed software for the 
landfill. A contingency backup plan has been developed to run accounting packages on a single 
com puter, if unanticipated year 2000 problem s should occur. How ever, a com plete inventory should 
be m ade of the rem aining com puter system s and software packages to deter,nine year 2000 com pliance. 
In addition, the Council m ay be affected by software and com puter system s of other agencies from which 
the Council receives funds. Finally, as noted for Sewerage D istrict N o. 1 of Tangipahoa Parish, a 
com ponent unit of the Tangipahoa Parish Council, year 2000 com pliance m ay be affected by the 
operation of electrical com ponents w ithin utility plants, and by outside agents providing billing services 
for the sew erage district. 

W e recom m end the following actions to achieve year 2000 com pliance 

1) Continue efforts to achieve year 2000 compliance by inventory and update, where necessary, 
of the rem aining com puter and software system s of the Council. 

2) M onitor compliance by agencies forwarding receipts to the Council. 
3) M onitor year 2000 compliance of the Sewerage District, including efforts of agencies, 
providing billing services for the sew erage district, to achieve year 2000 com pliance. 
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Current Year A udit Findings 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

Corrective A ction Planned 

SCtlEDU LE 19 

W e w ill continue our efforts to achieve year 2000 com pliance, and w ill, to the extent possible, m onitor 
the year 2000 com pliance of agencies forwarding receipts to the council, as well as year 2000 
com pliance for agencies providing billing services for the sewerage district. 

A nticipated C om pletion D ate 

Year 2000 com pliance actions are currently in progress and w ill contilm e through the end of the year 

1999. 

N am e of C ontact Person 

Buddy W ier, Finance Director, 
Tan gipahoa Parish Council 

(504) 748-3211 

Reference N um ber: 98-C3 

D escription of Finding 

This finding was previously included within Finding 97-M 3 w ithin the financial audit for the fiscal year 
ending D ecem ber 31, 1997. 

W e noted in the findings for the prior year financial audit, that projected costs for "closure" and 
"postclosure costs" are confirmed with the landfill erlgineer and reported as part of a debt of the 
Tangipahoa Parish Council. Per concurrent resolution of the Louisiana Legislature, it is no longer a 
requirem ent for local governm ents to provide evidence of financial responsibility to fund these costs. 
A ll tllat is required is that the Parish Council provide certification, w hich has been done, to indicate that 
the Council has the assets necessary to fund these costs for the landfill. A lthough not a requirem ent, 
"closure" and "postelosure costs" represent a debt of the Parish Council for which future funding m ust 

be provided. Per discussion with the Department of Environmental Quality, many entities set up a 
funding m ed~anism  to fund future "closure" and "postdosure costs". Although, the Parish Council has 
not form ally set up a funding m echanism , "closure" and som e "postclosure" costs have been paid from 
current assets of the Garbage District N o. 1 fund, and the Parish Council has accum ulated funds for this 
purpose w ithin that fund, but has not officially reserved funds for that purpose. 

W e recom m ended in the prior year audit that the Parish Council check w ith other landfills that have set 
up a funding m echan ism  for "closure" and "postclosure" costs, and begin the developm ent of a funding 
policy for these costs of the Tangipahoa Parish Regional Landfill. 
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Corrective A ction Plan for 
Current Year A udit Findings 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

SCItEDULE 19 

This finding is included as a current year finding, since as of Decem ber 31, 1998, the total estim ate of 
filture closure and postelosure costs, recorded in the General Long Term Debt A ccount Group

, totals 
$4,151,709. It is stated within Foom ole 16 "Landfill Closure and Postclosure Costs" that the actual cost 
of closure and postclosure care m ay be higher due to changes ill inflation, technology, or changes ill 
landfill laws and regulations. Governmental Audit Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 18 also 
requires disclosure of how closure and postclosure care financial assurance requirem ents

, if any, arc 
being m et. A lthough not a legal requirem ent to set up a funding m echanism , slate and federal laws 
require the council to perform certain m aintenance and m onitoring functions at the site 30 years after 
closure. O ur recom m endation to set up a funding m echanism for "closure" and "postclosure" costs is 

the same as in the prior fiscal year. Regardless of whether or not the current court case, possibly to be 
appealed, should change the responsibility for ow nership, foture costs w ill still be required to be paid 
w ith revenues or fonds of the Parish. 

Corrective A ction Planned 

W e w ill begin form ulating a plan for funding "closure" and "postclosure costs 

N am e of C ontact Person 

Buddy W icr, Finance D irector 
Tangipahoa Parish Council 

(504) 748-3211 

A nticipated Com pletion D ate 

W e w ill begin developing plans for funding "closure" and "postclosure costs" during the current fisca 

year. 

Section 11 - Internal C ontrol and C om nlia 

N o Current Year Findings 

Section 111 - M anagem ent Letter 

R eference N um ber: 98-M 1 

D escription of Finding 

eral Aw ard 

W e noted in the test of disbursem ents that 2 of 60 transactions were not approved at the final level of 
review . A lthough the om ission did not affect the final anm unt disbursed

, approval of disbursem ents at 
the m anagerial level is a key financial control. W e recom m end that all steps in the approval process 
for disbursem ents be com pleted and docum ented. 
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TA N G IPA H O A PA R ISH C O U N C IL 

Corrective Action Plan for 
Current Year Audit Findings 

For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

SCHEDULE 19 

W e w ill review the cnrrent procedures for approving disbursem ents and insure that approvals are 
com pleted and docum ented at lhe supervisory level. 

N am e of C onlact Person 

Buddy W ier, Finance D irector 
Tangipahoa Parish Council 

(504) 748-3211 

A nticipaled Com pletion D ate 

l'his recom m endation w ill be im plem ented im m ediately 
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TA N G IPA H OA PARISH CO UN CIL 

Corrective Action Plan for 
Current Year Audit Findings 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

SCtlEDULE 19 

For one of the payroll tests conducted during the financial audit for the current fiscal year, we selected 
67 payroll tim e sheet smnm aries to determ ine if em ployee and supervisor signed the tim e sheets as 
required. The tim e sheet sum m aries are com pleted in addition to tim e cards m aintained for each 
elnployee, and serve as verification of tim e worked. The sum m aries are also uscd as source docum ents 
for input for payroll software. For the tim e sheets, we noted 15 exceptions, w ith exceptions occurring 
when cither the em ployee or supervisor did not sign the tim e sheets. Of the fifteen exceptions, w e noted 
that one em ployee w as on vacation, and that six exceptions were for part-tim e workers. 

For each of the exceptions, we obtained lim e cards to verify that the em ployees actually worked as 
reported. A lthough w e were able 1.o verify lim e worked, the signing of lim e sheets serves as an 
im portant control to ensure that em ployees are paid for actual tim e w orked. W e recom m end that lim e 
sheets be signed as required, and that unsigned payroll sheets be returned to departm ent heads for 
signature, prior to thc issuance of payroll checks. 

C orrective A ction Planned 

W e w ill ilnm edialely com ply to this recom m endation 

Nam e of C ontacl Person: 

Buddy W ier, Finance Director 
Tangipahoa Parish Council 

(504) 748-3211 

Anticipated Com pletion D ate 

This recom m endation w ill be im plem ented im m ediately 
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Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

I. Type of R eport Issued on the Financial Statem ents 

Schedule 20 

A qualified opinion was issued on the financial statem ents for the Tangipahoa Parish Council, Louisiana. 
The opinion w as qualified because of year 2000 disclosures, as required by Govermnental Accounting 

Standards Board (GASB) Teclmical Bulletin 98-1, Disclosures about Year 2000 Issues, as amended by 
GA SB Technical Bulletin 99-1. 

II. D isclosure of R eportable Conditions in Internal Control. 

F.eportable conditions were disclosed by the audit of the financial statem ents of the Tangipahoa Parish 
Cotm cil as Reference N ulnbers 97-C3 in the Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings, and as 
Reference N um bers 98-C2, and 98-C3 within the Corrective A ction Plan for Current Year A udit 
Findings. 

111. D isclosure of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statem ents. 

There w ere no instances of noncom pliance, lnaterial to the financial statem ents, disclosed by the audit 
of the financial statem ents of the Tangipahoa Parish Council, for the fiscal year ended Decem ber 31, 
1998. There were im m aterial instances of noncom pliance, disclosed as Reference N um bers 95-P4, 96- 
P3, and 97-(72 in the Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings, and as Reference N um bcr 98-C 1 
w ithin the Corrcctive A ction Plan for Current Year Audit Findings. 

IV. Disclosure of Reportable Conditions in Internal Control over M ajor Programs 

V. Type of Report Issued for M ajor Programs 

VI. D isclosure of A udit Findings R equired to be R eported under S .510 A udit Findings. 

N o M aterial W eaknesses to be Reported 

84 



TAN G IPA H O A PA RISH CO UNCIL 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

VII. Identification of M ajor Programs 

Schedule 20 
(Conlinucd) 

The M ajor Programs identified for the Tangipahoa Parish Council, for the fiscal year ending December 
31, 1998, w ere CFDA # 14.156, U .S. Departm ent of Housing and Urban Developm ent, Section 8 
Existing H ousing Program , and CFDA N um ber 14.219, U .S. Departm ent of H ousing and Urban 

Development, Comnmnity Development Block Grant/Small Cities Program (B). 

VIII. Dollar Threshold to D istinguish Betw een Type "A " and Type "B" program s 

Expenditm'es of $300,000. 

IX . Statem ent as to W hether the Auditcc qualified as Low -Risk A uditce under S .530. 

Yes. The Tangipahoa Parish Council, Louisiana, qualified as a low -risk auditee under the provisions 
of S; .530. 

X . Findings w hich m ust be R eported in accordance w ith G A G A S 

Findings are rcfcrcnced in Sections "II1" of this schedule 

XI. Findiugs and Questioned Costs for Federal Awards 

There w ere no findings or questioned costs for the Tangipahoa Parish Council, Louisiana, for the fiscal 
year ended Decem ber 31, 1998. 
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BR U C E H A R R E LL &  C O . 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

A Professional ACCO~nllng Corporatlon 

109 W est M innesota Park 
Park Place Suite 7 
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Society of Louisiana CPAs 

REPO R T O N C O M PLIA N CE A N D O N IN TERNA L CO N TR O L 
O VER FINAN CIAL REPO RTIN G BA SED O N AN AUDIT O F 
FINA N C IA L STATEM EN TS PERFO RM ED IN A C CO RDA N CE 

W ITIt GO VERNM EN T A UDITIN G STANDA RDS 

To the Parish President and M em bers 
of the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

Am ite, l.ouisiana 

W e have audited lhe financial statem ents of Tangipahoa Parish Council, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended 
D ecelnber 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated June 2, 1999, w hich w as qualified because 
insufficient audit evidence exists to support the Tangipahoa Parish Council, Louisiana's disclosure w ith respect 
to the 3'ear 2000 issue. Except as discussed in the preceding sentence, we conducted our attdit in accordance 
w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
(;overnmen! Auditing Standards; issued by the Com ptroller General of the United Slates. 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether lhe Tangipahoa Parish Council's financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions 
of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants, noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct and m aterial 
effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on com pliance 

with lhose provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion. The results of our tests disclosed instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported 
under Government Auditing Standards which are described in the accom panying schedule of findings and 
questioned costs as Reference N um bers 95-P4, 96-P3, 97-C2, and 98-C 1. 

Internal Conlrol O ver Financial R eporting 

In planning and perform ing our audit, w e considered the Tangipahoa Parish Council's intern al control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. 
However, we noted certain m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation 
that we consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our attention 
relaling to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting 

that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Tangipahoa Parish Council's ability to record, process, 
sum m arize and report financial data consistent w ith the assertions of m anagelnent in the financial 
statem ents. Reportable conditions are described in the accom panying schedule of findings and questioned 
costs as Reference N um bers 97-C3, 98-C2, and 98-C3. 
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A m aterial w eakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the im crnal control 
com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk fllat m isstatem ents in am omlts that w ould be 
m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely 
period by cm ployces in the norm al course of performing their assigned functions. Our cor~sideration of the 
internal control over financial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all m attcrs in the internal control that 
m igh| be rcportablc conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that 
are also considered ~o be m aterial w eaknesses. 1 Iowever, w e believe none of the reportable conditions described 

above is a m aterial w eakness. 

This repor~ is intended for the inform ation of m anagem ent, the Legislative A uditor, and thc Federal Cognizant 
A gent. l low ever, this repm'~ is a m atter of public record, and its distribution is not lim iled. 

Brucc ltarrcll & Co., CPA s 
1 lam m ond, l,ouisiana 
June 2, 1999 
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REPORT ON COM PLIANCE W ITH REQUIREM ENTS APPLICABLE TO EACIt 
M AJO R PRO G RA M  A ND INTER NA L C O NTR O L O VER CO M PLIAN CE IN 

A CC O R DAN CE W ITH O M B CIRCULAR A -133 

To the Parish President and M em bers 
of the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

A m ite, Louisiana 

C om pliance 

W e have audited the com pliance of the Tangipahoa Parish Council w ith the types of com pliance 

requirements described in the U. S. Office of M anagement and Budget (OM B) Circular A-133 Compliance 
Supplement that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended December 31,1998. 
The Tangipahoa Parish Council's major federal programs are identified in the summmy of auditor's results 
section of the accom panying schedule of findings and questioned costs. Com pliance w ith the requirem ents 

of laws, regulatioJis, contracts and grants applicable to each of its major federal programs is the 
responsibility of the Tangipahoa Parish Council's m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an opinion 
on the Tangipahoa Parish Council's com pliance based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit of com pliance in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards; the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General 
of the Untied States; and OM B Circular A -133, A udits of States, Local Governm ents, and N on-Profit 
Organizations. Those standards and OM B Circular A -133 require that w e plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether noncom pliance w ith the types ofcom plimlce requirem ents referred to above 

that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program occurred. An audit includes examining, 
on a test basis, evidence about the Tangipahoa Parish Council's com pliance w ith those requirem ents and 
perform ing such other procedures as w e considered necessary in the circum stances. W e believe that our audit 
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our audit does not provide a legal determ ination on the Tangipahoa 
Parish Council's com pliance w ith those requirem ents. 

In our opinion, ~he Tangipahoa Parish Council com plied, in all m aterial respects, w ith the requirem ents referred 

to above that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended December 31, 1998. 
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Internal Control O ver C om pliance 

The m anagem ent of the Tangipahoa Parish Council is responsible for establishing and m aintaining 
effective internal control ovcr com pliance w ith requirem ents of law s, regulations

, contracts and grants 
applicable to fcderal program s. In planning and perform ing our audit, w c considered the Tangipahoa 
Parish Council's internal control over conrpliance w ith requirem ents that could have a direct and 

material effect on a major federal program in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose 
of expressing our opinion on com pliance and to test and report on internal control over com pliance in 
accordance w ith OM B Circular A - 133. 

O ur consideration of the internal control over com pliance w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the 
internal control that m igbl be m aterial w eaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in w hich the design or 
operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponenIs does not reduce to a rclalivcly low lcvel the risk 
lhal noncom pliance w ith applicable requirem cn~.s of law s, regulations, contracts and grants that would bc 

matcrial in relation to a major federal program being audited may occur and not be detected within a timcly 
pcriod by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned fnnctions. W e notcd no m atters 
involving the internal control ovcr com pliance and its operatioJa that w e consider to be m aterial weakncsscs. 

This report is it~rendcd for the inform ation of m anagem ent, the Legislative A uditor, and the Federal 
Agent. llowcvcr, lhis report is a m atter of public record, and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Bruce Harrell & Co., CPA s 
I Iam m ond, Louisiana 
June 2, 1999 
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