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Independent Auditor's R eport 

LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

l have audited the general purpose fiuaucial statem ents of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of 

Court, a com pouen! unit of the Lincoln Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1999, and 
for the year then ended, as listed in the table of contenls. "]'hese general purpose 
financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose 
liuancial s~atcm ents based on m y audit. 

l conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited 
Slates. Those slandards require that I plan and perform tbe audit to oblaiu reasonable 
assurauce about whether the general purpose financial staiem euls are fiee of m aterial 
m isslatcm cnt. An audit includes exam iniug, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
am ounts and disclosures in the general pro'pose financial slalem euls. An audil also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial stalcm enl 
presentation. I believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opiniou. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose fiuancial statclnents present fairly, in all m aterial 
respects, the financial position of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 
1999, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conform ity w ith 
generally accepted accouuting principles. 

M y audi! was m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose 
financial statem ents taken as a whole. The supplem ental iuforlnafion schedules lisled 

in the table of contents are presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are not 
a required parl of the general purpose financial statelneuts of the Lincoln Parish Clerk 
of Courl. Such inform ation, except for the schedule on the year 2000 issue which is 

lnarked unaudited, has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of the general purpose financial statem ents and, iu m y opiniou, is fairly preseuled in 
all m aterial respects in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a 
w hole. 



1.1NCOLN I'ARISII CLERK OF CO URT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Independent Auditor's Report 
June 30, 1999 

The year 2000 supplem entary inform ation on page 20 is supplem entary inform ation required by tile 
Governm ental Accounting Standards Board. I have applied certain lim ited procedures, which consisted 
principally of inquiries of m anagem ent regarding the m ethods of m easurem ent and presentation of tile 
Year 2000 supplem entary inform ation. H owever, 1 did not audit the inform ation and do not express an 
opinion on it. In addition, 1 do not provide assurance that the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court is or w ill 
be year 2000 com pliant, that the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's rem ediation efforts w ill be successful 
in whole or in part, or that parties with which the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court does business are or will 
becom e year 2000 com pliant. 

In accordance w itll Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued reports dated D ecember 29, 1999, 
on the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's com pliance w ith laws, regulations and contracts, and m y 
consideration of the agency's internal control over financial reporting. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
1)cccm ber 29. 1999 
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LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 

Statelneut of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

IIEVI,'NUES 
l.icenses and perm its - m arriage 
lntergovernm ental revenues - state funds 
Fees, charges, and COlllm iSSiOllS for services: 
('ourt costs, fees, alld charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Charges % r certified copies 
Charges for use of photocopier 

Use of Inoaey and property - interest earnillgs 
Total revenues 

EX PI,;NI)I TUII1,;S 

General g~'m~'nmem - 3udi~ial" 
Current: 
Personal services and related benefils 

Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 

Capital outlay 
Total expenditures 

EXCESS (l)efieiency) OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUNI) BALANCE AT BEG INNING O F YEAR 

FUNI) BAI~ANCE AT ENI) O F Y EAR 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

BUD GET A CTUAL 

$4,500 
12.225 

355,300 
225,000 
16,000 
28,000 
26,000 
667,025 

437,500 
106,000 
14,000 
34,000 
108,000 
699,500 

$4,854 
11.825 

422,110 
243,416 
18,476 
30,461 
27,843 
758,985 

424,447 
105,725 
12,210 
32,999 
78,713 
654,094 

Statem ent B 

VARIANCF, 
FAVORAI~LIi 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

$354 
(400) 

66,810 
18,416 
2,476 
2,461 
1.843 

91.960 

13,053 
275 

1,790 
1,001 

29.287 
45,406 

(32,475) 104,891 137,366 

325.942 325.942 

$430,833 $137,366 



LINCOLN PARISIt CLERK OF CO URT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTIN G PO LICIES 

As provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constilulion of 1974, the clerk of court 
serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts, and shall 
have other duties and powers provided by law . The clerk of court is elected for a term of four years. 

A . REI'O RTING ENTITY 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Lincoln Parish 
Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Lincoln Parish. The financial reporting 

entity consists of(a)theprimary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which 
the primary government is financially accountable, and (c)other organizations for 
which the nature and significance of their relationship w ith the prim ary governm cnt arc 
such that exclusion would cause the reporting entily's financial statem ents to be m isleading 

or incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes 
criteria for determ ining which component units should be considered part of the Lincoln 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria for including a 
potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in deterlniuing financial accountability. This criteria 
includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's goverlfing body 
and: 

a 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on 
that organization and/or; 

The potential for the organization to provide specific 
financial benefits to or im pose specific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 



LINCO LN PARISll CLERK O F CO URT 
Ruston, l,ouisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents 
would be m isleading if data of the organization is not included 
because of tile nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which tile 
clerk's office is located, the clerk was determ ined to be a com ponent unit of lhe Lincoln 
Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial statem ents 
present inforlnation only on the funds m aintained by the clerk and do not present 

information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that 
governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units that com prise the financial reporting 
enlity. 

B. FUND ACCO UNTIN G 

The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain 
govermnent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability 

for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term debt) that are 
not recorded in the "funds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. ]'hey are concerned only with the m easurem ent of financial position, 
not w ith the m easurelnent of results of operations. 

l:unds are classified into three categories; governm ental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn, is divided into separate "fund types". Governm ental fimds are 
used to account for a governm ent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on 
the providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary funds where the focus of 
attention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held 
for others. The clerk of court's current operations require the use of only governm ental 
and fiduciary funds. The governm ental and fiduciary fund types used by the clerk are 
described as follows: 

-8- 



LINCO LN PAR1SIt CLERK OF COU RT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Nolcs lu lhe Financial Statements (Continued) 

G overnm ental Fund Type - G eneral Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
13:781, is the principal fund of the clerk of court and is used to account for 
the operations of the clerk's office. Tbe various fees and charges due to 
the clerk's office are accounted for in this fund. General operating 
expenditures are paid from this fired. 

Fiduciary Fund Type - Agency Funds 

The Advance D eposit and Registry of Court agency funds are used 
to account for assets held as an agent for others. Agency funds are custodial 

in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results 
of operations. 

C . FIXED A SSETS AND 
LO N G -TERM  O BLIG ATIO NS 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) arc 
accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. 

General fxed assets provided by the parish police jury are recorded in the general fixed 
assets account group. Approxim ately 96 per cent of fixed assets are based on actual 
historical costs while the rem aining 4 per cent are valued at estim ated historical costs 
based on the actual costs of like item s. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets. 

l,ong-terln obligations (compensated absences) expected to be financed fi'om the 
General Fund are accounted for in the general long-term obligations account group rather 
than in the General Fund. Loug-terna obligations are recognized as current expenditures 
when they are actually paid. 

D . BA SIS O F ACCO U NTING 

The financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. All governm ental funds are accounted for using a current financial 
resources m easurelnent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, ouly current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

-9- 



1.1NCOLN I'ARISlt CLERK OF CO URT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Noles 1o the Financial Statements (Continued) 

these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all govermnental 
and fiduciary fund types. Under the m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues arc 
recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become botb measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and 
"available" m eans collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be 
used to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of court uses the follow ing practices 
in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 

R evenues 

Intergovernm eutal revenue, recordings, cancellations, court 
auendance, crim inal costs, and other fees, charges, and com m issions for 
services are recorded in the year in which they are earned. 

Interest incom e on tim e deposits is recorded when the tim e deposits 
have m atured and the incom e is available. 

Substantially all other revenues are recognized w hen received by the 
clerk of court. 

Based on the above criteria, intergovernm ental revenue, recordings, 
cancellations, court attendance, crim inal costs, and charges and 
com m issions for services are treated as susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual 
basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

E . BU DG ET PR ACTICES 

A proposed budget, prepared on the m odified accrual basis, is published in the 

official journal at least ten days prior to a public hearing. The public hearing is held at 
the clerk's office during the m onth of June for com m ents fl'om  taxpayers. The proposed 
budget is then legally adopted by the clerk and am ended during the year as necessary. 

Budgets are established and controlled by the clerk at the object level of expenditure. 

10- 



13NCOI,N PARISIt CLERK OF COU RT 

Ruston, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Appropriations lapse at year-end and m ust be reappropriated for the following year to be 

expended. 

Form al budgetary integration is em ployed as a m anagem ent control device during 
the year. Budgeted am ounts included in the accom panying financial statem ent include the 
original adopted budget am ounts and all subsequent am endm ents. 

F. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

1Jnder state law , the clerk tnay deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized 
under the law s of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the 
laws of the U nited Slates. The clerk m ay invest in certificates and tim e deposits of state 
banks organized under l.ouisiana law and national banks having principal offices in 
Louisiana. 

At June 30, 1999, the clerk has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 
$1,079,498 as follows: 

i)em and deposits 
Petty cash 
Tim e deposits 

Tota 

$597,598 
400 

481.500 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under state law , 
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be fully secured by federal deposit 
insuralme or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value 
of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance nm st at all tim es equal the 
am ount on deposit w ith the fiscal agent bank. The securities are held in the nam e of the 
pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to 
both parties. Cash and cash equivalents (bank balances) at June 30, 1999, are secured as 
follows: 

Bank balances 

Federal deposit insurance 
Pledged securities 

Total 

$1,098,712 

$987,543 
4,020,901 



LINCOLN PARISIt CLERK OF CO URT 
Rustou, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

Because the pledged securities are held by a custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal 
agent bank rather than in the nam e of the clerk, they are considered uncollateralized 

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, Louisiana 
Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bauk to advertise 
and sell tile pledged securities w ithin 10 days of being notified by the clerk that the fiscal 
agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. Further, LRS 39:1224 states that 
securities held by a third party shall be deem ed to be held in the clerk's nam e. 

G . VA CA TIO N AND SICK LEAV E 

All em ployees of the clerk of court's office earn fi'om  two to three w eeks of 
vacation leave each year, dependiug on length of service. A ll em ployees of the clerk's 
office earn five days of sick leave annually. Vacation leave m ust be used during the year" 
earned. Sick leave m ay be accum ulated up to a m axim um of thirty days. Upon term ination 
of employlnent, employees are paid for accunm lated sick leave at their current rate of pay. 

At June 30, 1999, employees had accumulated aud vested $7,884 in sick leave 
benefits, which is included in general long-term  obligations in the accom panying financial 

statem ents. The cost of leave privileges is recognized as a current year expenditure wheu 
leave is actually taken or when em ployees are paid for accrued sick leave upon separation 
of em ploym ent. 

H . TO TAL CO LUM N O N TH E 
BALAN CE SItEET 

The total column on the balance sheet is captioned M emorandum Only (overview) 
to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate fiuancial analysis. Data in this coluum  does 
not present financial position in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation, lnterfund elilniuations have not been 
m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

R ECEIVABLES 

Tire General Fund receivables of $25,852 June 30, 1999, are as follows 

- 12 



LINCOLN I'ARISlt CLERK O F CO URT 
Ruslon, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

Class of receivable 
Fees, charges, and com m issions for services 
Court costs, fees, and charges 
Court attendance 
(M m inal fees 

Tota 

CItANG ES IN G ENERAL FIX ED ASSETS 

A smm nary of changes in office furnishings and equipm ent follow s 

Balance at July 1, 1998 
Additions 
Deletions 

Balance at June 30, 1999 

4. PEN SIO N PLAN 

$23,625 
700 

1.527 

$25,852 

$139,882 
78,713 
N ONE 

$218,595 

Substantially all em ployees of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Com t are m em bers of the Louisiana 

Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit 
pension plan adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. 

All regular em ployees who are under the age of 60 at the tim e of original em ploym ent are required 
to participate in the System . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of credited 
service are entitled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final- 
average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. 

Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that 
produce the highest average. Em ployees who term inate w ith at least 12 years of service and do not 

withdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire al or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued lo 
their date of term ination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits arc established 
or am ended by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents 
and required supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay be obtained by writing to the 
l.ouisiana Clerks of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e Avelm e, Suite BI, Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

- 13 



I,INCOLN PARISII CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

l'lan m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 11.0 percent of their amm al covered 

salary and the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially deterlnined rate. 
The 
era rent rate is 11.0 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System  also include onc- 
fnurth of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by 
the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the Lincoln Parish Clerk 
of Court are established and m ay be am ended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 

11:103, the employer contribulions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each 
ycar based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's 
contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 1999, 1998, and 1997, were $31,560, $29,859, 
and $33,570, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

5. PO ST RETIREM ENT BEN EFITS 

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court provides certain health care and life insurance benefits for 
retired employees. Substantially all of the clerk's em ployees becom e eligible for these benefits if they 
reach norm al retirem ent age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 

benefits for active em ployees are provided through an insurance company whose m onthly prelniums are 

paid jointly by the einployee and the clerk of court. The clerk of court recognizes the cost of providing 
these benefits (the clerk's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when the premiulns are due. The clerk's 
costs for the year ended June 30, 1999, was $34,810. Of that amount, $6,757 was for retiree benefits. 

CItAN G ES IN A G EN CY FUND BALANCES 

A sum m ary of changes in agency fund balances due to others follows 

Balance at July 1, 1998 
Additions 
D elelions 

Balance at June 30. 1999 

14- 

Advance Registry 
Deposit of Court 
Fund Fund Tota 

$297,317 
441,871 

(397,803) 

$341,385 

$286,549 
335,584 

(306,445) 

$583,866 
777,455 

(704,248) 

$657,073 



I.INCO LN PA RISIt CLERK OF COU RT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

7 CItAN G ES IN CO M PEN SATED 
ABSEN CES PA YA BLE 

Com pensated absences payable at July 1, 1998 
Additions 
Reductions 

Adjustments 
Com pensated absences payable at June 30, 1999 

$6,060 
6,583 

(6,826) 
2,067 

The adjustments to compensated absences are for the change in hourly rates fiom the beginning 
of the fiscal period to the end. 

8. LITIG ATIO N AND CLAIM S 

The l.incoln Parish Clerk of Court is not involved in any litigation at June 30, 1999 
aware of any unasserted claim s. 

EX I'ENI)ITURES O F TH E CLERK O F CO URT 
PAID BY TIlE PAR ISIt PO LICE JURY 

The lAncoln Parish Clerk of Court's offi ce is located in the parish courthouse. The cost of 
m aintaining and operating the courthouse, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4715, is paid by 
the IAncoln Parish Police Jury. 

- 15- 
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LIN COLN PA RISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

SU PPLEM EN TAL IN FORM ATIO N SCIIED U LES 

A s of and for the Year ended June 30, 1999 

FII)UCIARY FUND TYPE - AGEN CY FU N DS 

ADVAN CE I)EI'O SIT FUND 

Tile Advance D eposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for 
advance deposits oll suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to tile litigants after all costs 

have been paid. 

R EG ISTI(Y O F CO URT FUND 

3"he Registry of Court l~und, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds 

which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been rendered in court litigation. 
W flhdrawals of the funds can be m ade only upon order of the court. 

17 



ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 

L1NCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, l.ouisiana 

FIDUCIARY FUN D TYPE - A GENCY FUN DS 

LIABII.ITIES 
Unsettled deposits due to others 

Com bining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1999 
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Schedule 1 

A DVA NCE REGISTP.Y 
DEPOSIT OF COURT 
FUND FUND TOTAL 

$341.385 

$341,385 

$315,688 $657,073 

$315,688 $657,073 



 

LINCO LN PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS 

Com bining Schedule of Changes ill 
Unsettled Deposits Due to Others 
For the Year Ended June 30. 1999 

UNSFTTI,ED DEI:'OSITS AT JUNE 30, 1998 

AI)I)ITION S 
l)eposits - suits and successions 
Interest earned on investm enls 
Total additions 
Tolal 

llEI)UCTIONS 

Clerk's costs (transferred 1o General Fund) 
Settlem ents to litigants 
Appraiser, curators, and keepers 
Stenographer's fees 
Sheriff's fces 
Olher fees 
O ther reductions 
Total reductions 

I_JN SI~;~I"I'I~I~I) I)EI'O SITS AT June 30, 1999 
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Schedule 2 

A DVA NCE REGISTRY 
DEPOSIT OF COURT 
FUN D FU ND TOTAl. 

$297,317 $286,549 $583,866 

441.871 

441,871 
739.188 

226,629 
55,193 
4,235 
9,174 
48,241 
15,118 
39,213 
397,803 

323,122 
12,462 

335,584 
622.133 

306.445 

306.445 

764,993 
12,462 

777,455 
361.321 

226,629 
361,638 
4,235 
9,174 
48,241 
15,118 
39,213 
704.248 

$341,385 $315,688 $657,073 



 

I.INCOLN PAR1SIt CLERK O F CO URT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

SUPPLI.~M ENTAIJ INFORM ATION SCH ED ULE 
As of and For file Y ear Ended June 30, 1999 

YEAR 2000 ISSUE (Unaudited) 

Schedule 3 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data processing system s and 
other electronic equipm ent that m ay adversely affect the governm ent's operations as early as fiscal year 
1999. The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court has com pleted an inventory of com puter system s that m ay be 
affected by the year 2000 issue and that are critical to conducting operations of the clerk's office. The 
clerk has identified the financial reporting system as requiring year 2000 rem ediation. All testing and 
validation of this system has been perform ed. 

Because of tile unprecedented nature of the Y ear 2000 issue, its effects and tile success of related 
rem ediation efforts w ill not be fully determ inable until the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagem ent cannot 
assure that the clerk is or w ill be Year 2000 ready, that the clerk's rem ediation efforts will be successful 
in whole or part, or that parties with whom the clerk does business will be year 2000 ready. 



Independeut Auditor's Reports R equired 
by Governm ent A uditing Standards 

The follow ing independent auditor's report oll com pliance aud internal control over financial 
reporting is presented in compliance with the requirem ents of Government Auditing Standards issued by 
the Com ptroller General of the United States and the Louisiana GovernmentalAudit Guide, issued by the 
Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 
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lndel)enden/Auditor's Report on Com pliance and 
Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 

1.1NCO LN PARISH CLERK O}; C()URT 
P, uslon. Louisiana 

1 have audited the general purpose financial matem ents of tile l,incoln Parish Clerk of 

Court as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999 and have issued m y report thereon 
dated l)ecelnber 29, 1999. 1 conducted m y audit in accordauce with generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained 
in Govermnent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 
States. 

Com pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Lincoln Parish Clerk of 
Court's financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, I performed tests of its 
com pliance with certain provisions of laws, regulatious, contracts and grants, 
nOlm Om l)liance w ith w hich could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination 
of financial am ounts, llowevcr, providing an opinion on com pliance with those 

provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, 1 do not express such 
an opiniou. The results of m y tests disclosed no inslances of noncom pliance that arc 
required to be reported under Goverm nent Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 
111 planning aud perform ing m y audit, I considered the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's 
internal control over financial reporting ill order to determ ine m y auditing proccdures 
for the purpose of expressing lny opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide 
assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. M y consideration of the 
internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m attcrs in 
lhe im ernal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A 
m aterial weakuess is a condition ill which tile design o1" operation of one oi" m ore of 
the internal collll'ol components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to lhe financial statem ents 
being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in 
the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. I noted no m atters involving 
the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that 1 consider to be 
m aterial weaknesses. 



LINCOI.N PAI~.ISIt CLERK O F CO URT 
Ruston, Louisiana 
lndepcndent Auditor's Report on Com pliance 
And Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting, etc 
Junc 30, 1999 

This report is intended solely for tile inform ation and use of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court and 

m anagem ent of the clerk's office and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other 
than these specified parties. 

W esl M onroe, Louisiana 
l)ecem ber 29. 1999 
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Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended June 30. 1999 

A . SUM M ARY O F AUDIT RESULTS 

Schedule 4 

1. The auditor's report expresses all unqualified opinion on tile general purpose financial 
statem ents of Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court. 

2. No instances of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statenlents of Lincohl Parish Clerk 
of Court were disclosed during the audit. 

3. N o reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statem ents are reported in the 
Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting. 

FINDIN G S - FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS AUDIT 

None 



Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court 

Sulnm ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Schedule 5 

There were no audit findings reported in the audit for the year ended June 30, 1998 


