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R oland D . Kraushaar 
Certified Public Accountant 

1406 Texas Avenue Alexandria, LA 71301 
Post Office Box 12538 Alexandria, LA 71315 

zndeoendent Auditor's Reoort 

February 12, 1999 

Honorable 3. Elray Lemoine 
Grant Parish Clerk of Court 
Colfax, Louisiana 

Z have audited the accompanying gener 
statements of the Grant Parish Clerk of Co 
as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998 
table of contents. These general purpose 
are the responsibility of the clerk of Cou 
is to express an opinion on these general 
statements based on my audit. 

urpose financial 
colfax, Louisiana 
listed in the 
ncial statements 
My responsibility 
ose financial 

I conducted my audit in accordance with gener 
ing standards and the standards applicable to 
s contained in Government Auditfng Standards, 
roller General of the united States. Those s 
re that Z plan and perform the audit to obtai 
ance about whether the financial statements a 
ial misstatement, An audit includes examinin 
, evidence supporting the amounts and disclos 
cial statements. An audit also includes asse 
nting principles used and the significant est 
ement, as well as evaluating the overall fina 
ntal:ion, z believe that my audit provides a 
for my opinion. 

In 
referred 
material 
Clerk of 

eral 
ragr 
ncla 
isia 

!Y acce~ted 
lnancla/ 
ssued by the 
ndards 
reasonable 
free of 

st 
e 

e by 
ement 

e financial statements 
sent fairly, in all 
ion of the Grant Parish 
of June 30, 1998, and the 
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results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity 
with generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Government Audi~inq 5Randards, Z have 
also issued my report dated February 12, 1999, on my 
consideration of the Grant Parish Clerk of Court's internal 
control over financial reporting and my tests of compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

the auditing procedures ap 
purpose financial statemen 
stated in all material res 
purpose financial statemen 

the purpose of forming an opinion on 
ial statements as a whole. The 
ents and schedule listed as 
n the table of contents are presented 
nal analysis and are not a required 
e financial statements of the Grant 
ch information has been subjected to 
plied in the audit of the general 
is, and, in my opinion, is fairly 
pects in relation to the genera] 
ts taken as a whole. 

Roland D. kraushaar / 
certified Public ACcouhtant 



 

R oland D . Kraushaar 
Certified Public Accountant 

1406 Texas Avenue Alexandria, LA 71301 
Post Office Box 12538 Alexandria, LA 71315 

Independent Auditor's.Repor.~ on Compliance=and on 
I~ .nal Co.n~rol over Financi~l Reportlng 
~_ased on an.'Audi~ of Finani~i.al .S~alemen~  

.P~ f~ med .ih A,~ .rd~nce with '  
Government AUd~ )nq s~and~r_~  

February 12, 1999 

Honorable ). Elray Lemoine 
Grant Parish clerk of Court 
colfax, Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statemen 
clerk of court as of and for the year ende 
have issued my report thereon dated Februa 
conducted my audit in accordance with gene 
standards and the standards applicable to 
contained in Government Auditing standards 
Comptroller General of the united states. 

Compl~anc~ 
AS part of obtaining reasonable as 

Grant Parish clerk of Court's ~inanclal 
material misstatement, I performed test 
certain provisions of laws, regulations 
noncompliance with which could have a d 
on the determination of financial state 
providing an opinion on comRliance with 
an objective of my audit and, accordin~ 
an oplnion. The results of my tests d~ 
noncompliance that are required to be r 
Auditing standards which are described 
Schedule of Findings and Questioned Cos 

urance about whether 
statements are free of 
of its compliance with 
contracts and grants, 
rect and material effect 
ent amounts . However, 
those provisions was not 
y, I do not express such 
closed instances of 
ported under Government 
n the accompanying 
s . 

considered the Grant 
r financial reporting 
for the purpose of 

ments and not to 
er financial 
involving the 
d its operation that 
ortable conditions 
ing to significant 
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GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
(combined Statements - Overview) 



GRANT PARISH 
Colfax, 

CLERK OF COURT 
Louisiana 

TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP 
3u~e 

Governmental 
_ Fund TyPe 

General 
. Fuqd_ 

A S_~C~~ AND ~ IER DEBITS and cash equivalents $69,324 
Receivables 5,074 
Due from other funds 8,194 
Equipment 
Due from Grant Parish Police 
Jury 8.545 

Agency 
~uDds 

$684,004 

7,709 

Total assets and 
other debits $91,137 $691,713 

LIABILITIES AND FUN~ EQUITY Z~
abilities: 
Accounts payable 
Payroll deductions payable 
Due to Other" Funds 
unsettled deposits 

$ 1,863 
1,344 
2,709 13,194 

678 5~9 

ACCOUnt 
,GrouP . 

General Total 
Fixed (Memorandum 
Assets only) 

$ 

98,169 

$98,169 

$753,328 
5,074 

15,903 
98,169 

, 8,245 

$881,019 

$ 1,863 
1,344 
15,903 
678,51_~ 

Total liabilities $ 5.916 _$691.713 $ - $697,629 

Fund Equity: 
Investment 

assets 
Fund balanc 
Reserved 

receiw ~ 
Unreserve 

in general fixed 

e : 
for long-term 
bl e 
d - undesignated 

-  $98,269 $ 98,169 

Total fund equity $85,22! ~ - $98.!69 

Total liabilities 
and fund equity $91,137 $691,713 

The accompanying notes are an integral part is this statement, 

$98,169 

8,545 
: 
76,67_~ 

$183,390 

$881,019 



GRANT PARISH 
colfax, 

CLERK OF COURT 
Louisiana 

REVE~U.E 
RecoFding 
Cance'llations 
Mortgage certificates 
Marrlage licenses 
Notarial fees 
civil suits 
copies 
Preparation of deeds 
ucc filings 
Election expense fees 
criminal fees 
clerks' certificates 
court attendance 
Research fees 
Miscellaneous income 

Total revenue 

EXPENPI~VRE~ 
Personnel and benefits 
office expenses 
Insurance and bonds 
Filing fees 
AUtO expense 
Legal, auditing and accounting 
Miscellaneous expense 

Total expenditures 

TH 
ANp .. O_TJdER ~J.~ E~ 

FUND BAt.ANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BAt.ANCE AT END O F YEAR 

T 

$ 97,459 
1,939 
7,900 
3,305 
1,344 

125,239 
30,682 
4 ,895 
7,761 
3,610 

26,966 
766 

4,440 
719 

}_lS 1, o~2~ 

$230,120 
64,706 
23,237 
S,942 
6,955 
9,153 

5Q 

_$~ 0,163 

$ 10,889 

_ 65~7~BZ 

$ 76,676 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

7 



REVENU_~ 
Recordin 
Cancella 
Mortgage 
Marrlage 
Notarial 
civil su 

GRANT PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
colfax, Louisiana 

ions 
certificates 
licenses 
fees 
ts 

Copies 
Preparation of deeds 
ucc filings 
Election expense fees 
Criminal fees 
clerks' certificates 
Court attendance 
Research fees 
Miscellaneous income 

Total revenue 

~TA~EME.NT O,F REVENUE. EXPENDI] 
N EONDI.'B~ ANCE ~ BUD B_~D_~E~ _(GAAP 

~kC_TUAL - GENERA L.~FUND 
Year Ended 3une 30, 1998 

~XPENp~TUP~  
Personnel and benefits 
office expenses 
Insurance and bonds 
Filing fees 
AUtO expense 
Legal, auditing anO accounting 
miscellaneous expense 

Total expenditures 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUE 

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

va rl ance 
Favorable 

Budqe~ A .C'l; al l (U~f_avorab~l ~  

9 

12 
3 

2 

000 $ 97 
8O0 1 
900 7 
300 3 
200 1 
000 125 
000 30 
800 4 
200 7 
6OO 3 
000 26 
720 
400 4 
720 

459 
939 
900 
305 
344 
239 
682 
895 
761 
610 
966 
766 
440 
719 

$351,0}2 

$230,000 
65,000 
24,000 
6,000 
7,000 
9,200 

_  
12_ Q 

$230,120 
64,706 
23,237 
5,942 
6,955 
9,153 

_ SO 

}341,32Q $340,163 

$ 1,320 

_ . 65, ZB_Z 

$ 67,107 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

$ 10,889 

65.78Z 

$ 76,676 

$ (120) 
294 
763 
58 
45 
47 

, Z~ 

$ 1,~s.z 

$ 9,569 



INTRODUCTION 

GRANT PARISH 
colfax, 

OTES TO FINA 

CLERK OF COURT 
Louisiana 

CIAL STATEMENT 

AS provided by Arti 
Constitution of 197 
notary public; the 
acts; and has other 
of Court is elected 

3une 

the Louis 
se rves a 
es, mortg 
ovided by 

I. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Clef 
acce 
unit 
acce 
acco 

A , BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

CC 
ou 
CC 
e 
ta 
a 

El. REPORTING ENTITY 

ex-officio 
and other 
The clerk 

ements of the Grant P 
conformity with gene 
) as applied to gover 
standards Board (GASB 
stablishing governmen 
rinciples. 

Section 2100 of the GASB Codification of Governmental 
Accounting and Financial Reporting standards (GASB Codification) 
established criteria for determinlng the governmental reporting 
entity and component units that should be included with the 
reporting entity~ For financial reporting purposes, in 
conformance with GASB codification Section 2100, the Clerk of 
court includes all funds, account group, activities, et cetera, 
that are controlled by the Clerk o~ Court as an independently- 
elected parish official. AS an independently-elected parish 
official, the Clerk of Court is solely responsible for the 
operations of his office, which includes the hiring and retention 
of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for 
deficits, and receipt and disbursement of funds, other than 
certain operating expenditures of the clerk's office that are 
paid or provided

, by the parish policy ~ury as required by 
Louisiana law, the Clerk of Court is f~nancially independent, 
Accordingly, the Clerk of Court is a separate governmental 
reporting entity, Certain units of local government over which 
the clerk of Court exercises no oversight responsibility

, such as 
the parish police jury, parish school board, other independently- 
elected officials, and municipalities within the parish, are 
excluded from the accompanying financial statements~ The units 
of government are considered separate reporting entities and 
issue financial statements separate from those of the parish 
Clerk of Court. 

9 



GRANT PARISH col fax, CLERK OF COURT 
Louisiana 

C:. FUND ACCOUNTING 

3une 30, 199 
(Continued) 

The Clerk of court uses funds a 
on its financial 
Fund accounting 
to aid financial 
to certain gover 

tion and the re 
signed to demon 
gement by segre 
Tunctions or a 

t group
. to report 

operatlons. 
compliance and 
actions relating 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing 
set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a 
financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for 
certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds 
because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. 

Funds of the clerk of Court are classified into two 
categories: governmental (General Fund) and fiduciary (agency 
fundi;). These funds are described as follows: 

General Fund 

a r 
st 
me 
Th 
fi 
pu 

The General F 
Statue 13:781, is 
Court and accounts 
office. The ratio 
Clerk'~ office are 
operatlng expendit 

Agency Funds 

The Advance 
child Support Age 
an agent for othe 
nature (assets eq 
measurement of re 

aCC 
u res 

D , BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

is of 
gnized 
iS . B 
ent ma 
rnment 
1 reso 
financ 

Louisiana Revised 
of the Clerk of 
of the Clerk's 
due to the 
his fund. General 
this fund. 

of the court, and 
for assets held as 
are custodial in 
nd do not involve 
s . 

nting refers to when revenue and 
he accounts and reported in the 
of accounting relates to the tim 
egardless of the measurement foc 
nds are accounted for using a fl 
measurement focus. The accompa 
tatements have been prepared on 

10 



GRANT PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Col fax, Louisiana 

June 30, 199 
(Continued) 

accrual basis of accounting. The General Fund uses the following 
practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues 

Fees for certified copies, recording legal documents, and 
~n are court costs, are recorded in the year " which they 

earned. 

Interest earnings on the time deposits is recorded when the 
time deposits have matured and the fncome is available. 
substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are recognized under the modified accrual basis 
of accounting when the relazed fund liability is incurred, 

E . BUDGET PRACTICES 

F. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS 

cash includes amounts in interest-bearing demand deposits, 
oney market accounts, under state law, the Clerk of court 
eposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand 
its, money market accounts, or time deposits with state 
organized under Louisiana law and national banks which have 
principal offices in Louisiana. 

u 
s 
i 

a 
s 

nder st 
bonds, 
fied as 
however 
re cl as 
t . 

ate law, the Cler 
treasury notes, 
investments if t 

, if the original 
sified as cash eq 

k of c 
or ce r 
heir o 
matur 
ui vale 

11 

ourt may invest in 
tificates. These 
riginal maturities 
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GRANT PARISH 
COl fax, 

CLERK OF COURT 
LOUisiana 

TES TO FINANCIAL S 
3une 30, 199 
(Continued) 

(3. FIXED ASSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time 
purchased, and the related assets are reported in the general 
fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided by the 
parish police jury are not recorded within the general fixed 
assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on 
general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical 
cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. 

H. COMPENSATED ABSENCES 

The clerk of court has the following policy relating to 
vacation and sick leave: 

Full-time employees receive 10 days of non-cumulativ 
vacation leave annually and, depending upon length o 
service, from 12 to 18 days of sick leave annually. 
leave can be accumulated without limitation, but the 
provision for payment of accumulated sick leave upon 
1:ermination or retirement. At 3une 30, 1998, there 
accumulated and vested benefits relating to vacation 
sick leave. 

11. TOTAL COLUMN ON THE BALANCE SHEET 

Total columns on the statemen 
only to indicate that they are pre 
financial analysis. Data in these 
financial position or results of o 
generally accepted accounting prin 
comparable to a consolidation. 

2. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

a re no 
and 

re captioned Memorandum 
ed only to facilitate 
umns do not present 
tions in conformity with 
es. Neither is such data 

At 3une 30, 1998, the clerk of court has cash and cash 
equivalents (book balances) totaling $753,328, as follows: 

Petty cash 
Interest-bearing demand deposits 
Time deposits 

Total 

$ 250 
342,828 
41Q, 250 

$753,328 



GRANT PARISH 
Col fax, 

DTES TO FINA 

CLERK OF COURT 
Louisiana 

CIAL STATEMEN1 

These deposits 
market, under star 
balances, must be s 
pledge of securitie 
~alui~ of the pledge 
Insurance must at a 
fiscal agent. Thes 
pledqing fiscal age 
mutu~O ly acceptable 
Parish clerk of cou 
balances). These d 
federal deposit ins 
held by the custodi 
(GASB Category 3). 

Ev 
la 
me 
to 
le 
O 
u 

are st 
e law , 
ecured 
s owned 
d secur 
II time 
e secur 
nt bank 
to bot 
rt has 
eposits 
urance , 
al bank 

June 30, 199 
(continued) 

ted at cost, whi 
hese deposits, o 
y federal deposi 
by the fiscal ag 
ties plus the fe 
equal the amoun 
ties are held in 
in a holding or 
parties. At 3U 
799,163 in depos 
are secured from 
and $394,236 of 
in the name of t 

ough the pledged secu 
ized (category 3) und 
Louisiana Revised St 
quirement on the cust 
securities within 10 
rt that the fiscal ag 
emand. 

RECEIVABLES 

mates 
lting bank 
e or the 
The market 
sit 
it with a 
of the 
bank that is 
8, the Grant 
cted bank 
400,815 of 
curities 
agent bank 

es are considered 
he provisions of GASB 
e 39:1229 imposes a 
l bank to advertise and sell 
of being notified by the 
has failed to pay deposited 

The General Fund receivables of $5,074 at June 30, 1998, are 
as follows: 

Court costs, fees and charges 
Fees for recording 
Fees for copies 

Total 

13 

$ 668 
3,651 

~ 75~ 

$5,074 



GRANT PARISH 
Col fax, 

T 

CLERK OF COURT 
LOUisiana 

June 30, 199 
(Continued) 

4. DUE FROM GRANT PARISH POLICE JURY 

The Clerk of court, on authority of the police Jury, 
purchased equipment and other items that, as provided by 
Louisiana Revised Statute ~3:4713, should have been purch 
directly by the Police Jury. The Police Jury has acknowl 
responslbility for the debt and has agreed to reimburse t 
of court for the purchases. At June 30, 1998, the origin 
balance due from Grant Parish Police Jury of $8,$45 remai 
unpaid. 

The Grant Parish Police Jury stated that the balance would 
aid as soon as funds are available. The fund balance has 
reserved for the remaining $8,545, since this amount due 
the Grant Parish Police Jury does not represent an available 
ndable financial source. 

CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets (equipment) 
follows: 

Balance July 1, 1996 
Additions 
(Deletions) 

Balance June 30, 1998 

6. PENSION PLAN 

$97,567 
602 

$98,1~9 

substantially all employees of the Grant Parish Clerk of 
court are members of the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and 
Relief Fund (system), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public 
employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by 
a separate board of trustees. 

arning at least $100 per month who 
he time of original employment are 
he System, Employees who retire at 
t 12 years of credited service are 
efit, payable monthly for life, equal 
~average salary for each ~ear of 
eed 100 percent of their final- 
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GRANT PARISH 
COl fax, 

TES T 

CLERK OF COURT 
Louisiana 

T 

salary. Final-av 
over the 36 consec 
average. Employe 
ice and do not wit 
at or after age 55 
ate of termination 
ity benefits. Ben 

Cont 
cent (one 
shown to 
statute r 
their sal 
Statute 1 
actuarial 
the resul 

3une 30, 199 
(Continued) 

ary is the employee's average 
joinea months that produce the 
rminate with at least 12 years 
ir employee contributions may 
ive the benefit accrued to 
stem also provides death and 
established by state statute. 

ons to the System includ 
of one per cent for orle 
lectible by the tax roll 
s covered employees to c 
to

. 
the System. As provi 

the employer's contribu 
tion and are subject to 
the valuation for the pr 

e one-fourth of 
ans Parish) of t 
s of each Parish 
ontribute a perc 
ded by Louisiana 
tions are determ 
change each year 
ior fiscal year. 

The followin9 provides certain disclosures for the Clerk of 
Court and the retlrement system that are required by GASB 
Codification Section P20.129: 

Contribution rates: 
Employees 
Employer 
Total current-year payroll 
Total current-year covered payroll 
Total current-year drop payroll 

contr 

15 

Bequired by staiLu~  
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GRANT PARISH 
Col fax , 

CLERK OF COURT 
Louisiana 

3une ~u , ~  
(continued) 

7. CHANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES 

A summary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits 
follows: 

. 
Agency Funds 

Aavance Registry Child 
p__~ osit___ o.f Cq_U_~  suppg_c~ 

Balance at Beginning of Year $~ 0,4S9 $ 2B8,977 

Additions 

Deductions 

Balance at End of Year 

262,805 277,105 5,957 

(23.6_,_QZ~) (194,.812) .C_~,896) 

$357,188 $ 321,270 $ 61 

8. LITIGATION 

At )une 30, 1998, the Clerk of Court was not a defendant in 
any lawsuits. 

9 EXPENDITURES OF THE CLERK OF COURT PAID BY THE PARISH POLICE 
]URY 

ing expenditures of the clerk's 
Police ~ury and are not included 
ial statements. These expenditu 
o operation and maintenance at t 
the clerk of Court office is ho 

i0, YEAR 2000 ISSUES 

"fhe Grant Clerk of Court is 
system and software to ensure th 
Testing should be completed duri 
if required, will be completed b 

16 
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GRANT PARISH 
Col fax, 

ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND 

REGIS~'RY OF COURT FUND 

The Reg 
Statute 13:4 
court to be 
litigation. 
of the court 

CHILD SUPPORT FUND 

CLERK OF COURT 
Louisiana 

TA L INFORMATI 
998 

account for funds 
restricted to 
nd law enforcement 



GRANT PARISH 
Col fax, 

CLERK OF COURT 
Louisiana 

CqM.BINING BALANCE SHEET - FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE 
June 30, 1998 

SE 6~aEs and cash equivalents 
Due from other funds 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES 
Due to Other funds 
Other liabilities 

Total liabilities 

.AQencv Funds . 
-

Advance Reglstry 
Deposit of Court 
. FuDd.. Fund 

$360,382 $323,565 
_ __ Z~Z2 70~ 
$326,270 

$ 5,000 
321 2~ 70 
3~3~6,27o 

Child 
support 

$ 57 
4 

$ 

Total 

$ 684,004 
7~ 709 

~----691,713 

$ 13,194 

r_~~ ,519 ,713 

-  T RUST FUN 
Year Ended June 30, 1998 

UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT BEGINNING 
OF YEaR 

Su~ts and successions 
Interest earned 

Total additions 
Total 

costs 
Sheriff's fees 
Other reductions 

Total reducti ons 

Aqency Eun~}_ . 
Advance Reg~ stry 
Deposit of Court 
Fund Fund 

child 
support 
Fund_ _  . TQtal 

$330,459 ~?_~8,977 $ - ~ 6_9,4~6 

AT E~D O~..YEAR  " $357,188 $321,270 

19 

$ 61 $ 678,519 



GRANT PARISH 
Col fax, 

CLERK OF COURT 
Loui si aria 

FINDING #1 : 
c'CI~ r-TF -6-f~ ou 
Advance If, 
accounts a re 
activity and 
activity is 
through the 
cases wherea 
been reconci 
reflect the 

June 30, 19 

led, AS of June 30, 1998, the va 
following: 

The Grant Parish 
funds (Advance I, 
ce I and Advance II 
very little 
e majority of 
ount. All activity 
the individual 
counts have not 
rious accounts 

AN ~_E~0UN_I: ~  R~R_E~EIPT~ DISBURSEMENT~ $  550 $ 391 ' 
Advance I 
Advance II 29,772 
computer _~73,029 262,255. ,235,~85 

Total $360,382 $262,805 $236,076 

~ : All financial activity in the civil dockets - which 
includes all the Advance Deposit Funds - has been the 
responsibility of one employee. During the year, this employee 
was on extensive sick leave and was only able to maintain the 
computer account. 

additional employee has been hired to 
and will be trained on the computer 
the civil clerk to reconcile the Advance 
ts. It is anticipated that all accounts 
une 30, 1999. 

20 

Timely audits must be 
Auditor's Office within 
e to the illness of the 
e accounting records, the 
and ready for audit until 
Auditor's office further 



IZ . 

orized the deputy clerk 
incur additional overtime 
udit no later than AUgUst 
clerk is negotiating to 
services to assist in the 
cords. Finally, the Clerk 
ssued to him no later than 
ted report will be issued 

During the year ended June 30, 1998, there were no questioned 
costs disclosed during the audit. 
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R oland D . Kraushaar 
Certified Public Accountant 

1406 Texas Avenue Alexandria, LA 71301 
Pest Office Box 12538 Alexandria, LA 71315 

February 11, 1999 

Honorable ). Elray Lemoine 
Grant Parish clerk of Court 
col fax, Louisiana 

Dear Nr. Lemoine: 

In connection with my audit of the records of the Grant 
Parish clerk of Court for the year ended June 30, 1998, I take 
this means to make comments and suggestions relative to year 
operations. 

The clerk of Court still has not completely reconciled the 
individual docket balances of the Advance Deposlt Fund with its 
cash balance. The Advance Deposit Fund is an agency fund used to 
account for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The 
advances are refundable to litigants after all costs have been 
@aid. The funds are held in the Advance Deposit Fund until there 
is some court or other action making it appropriate for the Clerk 
to disburse the funds. The clerk of Court, in his agency 
capacity, has the responsibility to reconcile and identify 
individual docket balances within the fund to the total balance 
of the fund. Lack of this reconciliation increases the risk that 
individual balances may be misstated and that transactions that 
are based on the balances may be in error. 

while one of the three Advance Deposit bank accounts has 
been reconciled~ the two old accounts have not. The continuing 
delays in clearing these old deposits (due to appeals of 
additional proceedings on existing cases) may mean that these 
deposits will not be settled in the, foreseeable future . 

Accordingly, I recommend that the Clerk reconcile a set number of 
cases each day and transfer the remaining funds to the Computer 
Advance Deposit. 

Ph: (318) 445-9855 Fax: [318)445-9882 



 

I take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for the 
courtesie.~ extended to me during the audit, 

Si ncerel y, 

Roland D. Kraushaar / C
erti lied Publ i c ACCOuntant 


