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W e have audited the accompauying gcueral purpose financial statements of the Livingston Parish Clerk of Court, a 
componen'~ unit of the Livingston Parish Police Jury

. 
as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, as listed m the table 

ofcoutents. Thesegcucralpuq~osefinancialstateoicntsaretheresponsibilityoftheLivmgston Parish Clerk of Court's 
ll'lanagelllCUl. Our resporJsibility is to express all opinion OU these general purpose fhlaucial slalem euts based ou our 
audit. 

Except as discussed in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards and tile standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government A uditing Standards', issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plau and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of m aterial m isstatement. All 
audit includes exam ining, oil a test basis, evidence supportiug the am ounts and disclosures in the general pro pose 
financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting priuciples used and significant estimates made 
by nlanagcnlent, as well as evahlating the overall general purp ose financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our 
audit plovidcs a reasonable basis for our otliniou. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Technical Bulletin 98-1, Disclosures About Year 2000Issues, as amended 
by Govern mental Accounting Standards Board Teclm ical Bulletin 99-1, Disclosures About Year 2000 Issues - an 
Amendment to Technical Bulletin 98-1, requires disclosure of certain m atters regarding the year 2000 issue. The 
Livingston Parish Clerk of Court has included such disclosures in Note 17. Because of the unprecedented nature of 
the ),ear 2000 issu c, its effects and the success of related remediation efforts will not be filly deterlniuable until the year 
2000 and thereafter. Accordingly, insufficient audit evidence exists to support the Livingston Parish Clerk of Court's 
disclosures with rcspcct to the 3'car 2000 issue made in N ote 17. Further, we do not provide assurance that the 
Livingston Parish Clerk of Court is or will be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with which tile Livingston 
Parish Clerk of Court does business will be ),car 2000 read),. 

In our opinion, except for tile cffccls of such adjustments, if any, as might have bcen determined to be neccssmT had 
we been able to examine evidence regarding ),car 2000 disclosures, tbc general purp ose financial statem ents referred 
to above present fairly, ill all m aterial respects, tile financial position of tile Livingston Parish Clerk of Court, 
Livingston, Louisiana, as of Jtm c 30, 1999, and tile results of its operations for the year then ended in conform ity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 
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A ssets 
Cash & Cash Equivalents 
Restricted Cash 
Receivables 
Accrued Interest 
Due from Other Funds 
D ue from Other Governm eots 
Land, Buildings, & Equipment 

Total A ssets 

Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

All Fund Types and Account G roups 

Liabilities, Equity, & O ther C redits 

Liabilities: 
Accounts Payable 
Payroll Taxes Payable 
Accrued Em ployee Leave 
D ue to Other Funds 
U nsettled D eposits 

Tolal Liabilities 
Equity & O ther Credits: 

Investment in General Fixed Assets 
Fund Balances: 

Reserved 
U nreserved 

Total Equity & Other Credits 
Total Liabilities, Equity, 

& Other Credits 

Com bined Balance Sheet 
June 30, 1999 

Governm enta 
Fund Types 

Genera 
Fund 

Capital 

Project 
Fund 

Fiduciary 
Fund Types 

Agency 
Funds 

$ 1,656,596 $ $ 2,574,609 
307,704 
12,916 
3,870 
37,035 17,959 
10,589 

$ 2,028,710 $ 17,959 $ 2,574,609 $ 

$ 50,240 $ 17,959 $ 
37,601 
14,578 
17.959 

20.378 

307,704 
1.600.628 
908.332 

17,959 

$ 

37,035 
2,537,574 
2,574,609 

A ccount 

Groups 
General 
Fixed 
A ssets 

618.523 
618.523 

618,523 

618.523 

$ 2,028,710 $ 17,959 $ 2,574,609 $ 618,523 

The accoulpanying uoles are all iulegra] part of these statelnents 
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Slatem entA 

Total 

(M enlo 
Only) 

4,231,205 
307,704 
12,916 

3,870 
54,994 
10,589 

618.523 
5.239.80 

68,199 
37,601 
14,578 
54,994 

2.537.574 

2.712.946 

618,523 

307,704 
1,600,628 
2,526,855 

$ 5,239,801 



LD ingsiou Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

G o,,erum ental Fund Types 

Statem ent of R evenues, Expenditures, & Changes in Fund Balance 

For tile Year Ended June 30, 1999 

I~.eveuucs 
Licenses m~d Perm its 
Fees, Charges, & Com m issions for Services 

Recordings 
Cancellations 
M ortgage Cerlificates 

Corn1 Allendance 

Photocopies 
Bond Forfeits 
Suits & Successions 

In|crest l~.evell u e 

Other Revenue 
Total P, evem les 

Expenditures 
General Governll]enl: 

Salaries 
O ffice Expenditures 
]llStlrance 
Autoffravel 
Clerk's A llowance 
Other Expm~diturcs 
Capilal Expendilures 

Tolal Expenditures 

Excess Reveanes (Expenditures) 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 
Operating Transfers In (Out) 

Total Olher Financing Sources (Uses) 

Excess Revenues & O ther Sources 
(Expenditures & Other Uses) 

Fund Balance, Beginning of Year 
Fund Balance, End of Y ear 

"Ire accom panying noles are air inlegral part of these statem ents 
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Genera 
Ftlnd 

26,961 $ 

631,083 
32,876 
11,438 

7,960 
282,990 
71,013 
783,516 
92,454 
136,172 

2,076,463 

814,683 
458,081 
221,091 
8,208 

7,336 
215,486 
56.822 

781.707 

294.756 

__ 165,318) 
_~ ,318) 

Capital 

Project 
Fund 

Statem ent 1~ 

Total 

(M emo 
Only) ___  

$ 26,961 

.
65,318 

65.318 

229,438 
1,678,894 

$
_~ 1,908,332 $ 

_ _ _ ~ 65,318~ 

65.318 
65.318 

631,083 
32,876 
11,438 
7,960 

282,990 
71,013 
783,516 
92,454 
136.172 

2,076,463 

814,683 
458,081 
221,091 
8,208 
7,336 

215,486 
122,140 

1.847.025 

229,438 

229,438 
1,,678,894 

$ 1,908,332 



Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingstou, Louisiana 

G overnm ental Fund Types 

Statem ent of R evenues, Expenditures, & Changes in Fund Balance 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

R evenues 
l.icenses and Perm its 
Fees, Charges, & Com m issions for Services 

Recordings 
Cancellations 
M ortgage Certificates 
Court Attendance 
l'hotocopies 
Bond Forfeits 
Suits &  Successions 

Interest Revenue 
Other Revenue 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures 
G eneral G o'vernm enl: 

Salaries 
Office Fxpenditures 
Illstlranee 
A uto/Travel 

Clerk's A llow ance 
Other Expenditures 
Capital Expenditures 

Total Expenditures 

Excess Revenues (Expenditures) 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 
Operating Transfers In (Out) 

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) 

Excess R evenues L~ O ther Sources 

(Expeuditures & Other Uses) 
Fund Balance, Beginning of Y ear 
Fund Balance, End of Y ear 

"~'~W. ac.eol'~tpan}'iug 1"totes are all integral part of these statem ents 

G eneral Fund 

Statem ent C 

Budget 

25,000 $ 

620,000 
32,000 

11,000 
8,000 

275,000 
45,000 
770,000 
80,000 
213.155 

2.079.155 

794,950 
458,540 
241,200 
4,200 
8,000 

214,400 

A ctua 

26,961 $ 

631,083 
32,876 

11,438 
7,960 

282 
71 
783 
92 

990 
013 
516 

454 

136.172 
2.076,463 

814,683 
458,081 
221,091 
8,208 

7,336 
215,486 
56.822 

771.290 1,781,707 

307.865 

(75,000) 
(75,ooo~  

232,865 
678.894 

Variance: 
Favorable 

(Onfavorab~ _ 

1,961 

11,083 
876 
438 

(40) 
7,990 
26,013 
13,516 

12,454 

(76,983) 
(2,69_6~ _ 

(19,733) 
459 

20,109 

(4,008) 
664 

(1,o86) 
(6,82,~ L 

294,756 (13,10,,,,,,,~  

__ ~65,318) 
(65,318) 

229,438 
678.894 

9.682 
9.682 

(3,427) 
3.357.788 



INTRO DUCTIO N 

Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

N oies to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for tile Year Ended June 30, 1999 

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974
, tile clerk of court serves as the cx-officio 

notalT public; tile recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts; and has other duties and powcrs provided by 
law . The clerk of court is elected for a four-year tenn. 

I. SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT A CCO UNTING POLICIES 

A. BASIS O F I'RESENTA TIO N 

The accom panying genera] purpose financial statem ents of the Livingston Parish Clerk of Cotn~ have bccn prepared 

m conformity with generally accepted accounting principlcs (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted staudard-setting body for cstablishing 
governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B. REPO RTING ENTITY 

The clerk of court is an independently elected official; however, the clerk of court is fiscally dependent on the 

Livingston Parish Police JmT. The police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which tilt clerk of 
court's office is located and provides funds for equipment and furn iture of the clerk of court's office

. Because the 
clerk of comt is fiscally dependent on the police jusT, tl~e clerk of court was determined to be a component unit of 
the Livingston Parish Police Jm )', the financial reporting entity. 

The accompanying financial statem ents present information only on the fimds m aintained by thc clerk of court and 

do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, 
or lilt olher gm,ermnental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 

C. FUND A C CO UNTIN G 

'/'he clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and dae results of its operations
. 

Fund accounting is dcsigucd to dem onstrate legal colnplianee and to aid financial nmnagement by segregating 
transactions relating to certain governm ental fimctions or activities. 

A fired is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group 
is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for ccrtain assets and liabilities that are not 
recorded ill thc fimds because they do not directly affcct nct cxpendable available financial rcsourccs

. 

Funds of the clclk of com~ are classifcd into two categories: governmental (General Fund and Capital Project 
Fund) and fiduciary (Agcncy Funds). These funds are described as follows: 



General Ftm d 

Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Liviugston, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statem ents 
As of aud for the Year Ended June 30, ] 999 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Reviscd Statute 13:781, is the principal fund of the clerk of court 
and accounts for tile operations of the clerk's offi ce. The various fees and charges duc to lhe clerk's offi ce arc 
accounted for in this fnnd. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 

Capital Project Fund 

Tile Capital Project Fund accounts for financial resources received and used for the acquisition, constn~ction 
or improvem ent of capital facilities not rcpolted in the other govern m ental funds. 

A gency Funds 

The Advance Deposit and RegistlT of Court Funds account for assets held as an ageut for otllers. Agenc3 

Funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurelnent of results of operations 

D. BASIS O F ACCO UNTING 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized ill the accounts and reported in the 
fnaucial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the m oasurelnents m ade, regardless of tile 
m easurement focus applied. The govern mental funds are accounted for using a flow of current financial rcsourccs 
lncasurelncnt focus. Tile accolnpanying general purpose financial statements have been prepared on the modified 
accnm l basis of accounting. The govcrum cntal funds nse the follow ing practiccs in recording revcnucs and 
expenditures: 

Reveilues 

Revenues fiom recordings, copies, and other selwices are recognized when they become mcasurable and 

available as net current assets (i.e. when tile service is performed). Substantially all other revenues are 
1 ccorded when rcccivcd 

Expendi|ures 

Expcnditurcs are generally rccognized undcr tile m odificd accrual basis of accounting w hcn tile rclated fund 
liability is incurred. 

E. BUDG ET PRA CTICES 

The proposcd budget for the 1999 fiscal 3,ear was m ade available for public inspection at the clerk's office on June 
13, 1998. The proposed budget, prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, was published in the official 

journal 17 days prior to the public hearing. The budget bearing was held at the clerk's office on June 30, 1998. 
The budget is legally adopted and amended, as necessary, by the clerk. All appropriations lapse at year-end. 

0 



Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
A s of and for llle Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Formal budget integration (within the accounting records) is not cmployed as a management control device. Budget 
amounts included in tile accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budget and all subsequent 
anlcndnlclltS. 

F. ENCUM BRA NCES 

Tile clerk of court does not use an cncumbrance accounting system 

G. CASI! AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Cash includes am ounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and time deposits. Cash equivalents 
inchlde anlounts in time del)osits and those invesmlel~tS with originahnaturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, 
the clerk of court m ay deposit fands in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, or tim e deposits w ith 
stale banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state office United States, or under the laws of the United 
States. 

H . INVESTM ENTS 

Investments arc lim ited by Louisiana RS 33:2955 and the clerk of court's invcstlnent policy. If the original 
maturities of invcstm ents exceed ninety days, they are classified as investments; however, if the original maturities 
are ninety days or less, they arc classified as cash equivalents. 

Thc clerk of court maintains some investlnents in the Louisiana Asset M anagenlent Pool (LAM P), a non-profit 
corporation form ed by an initiative of the state treasurer and organized under the law s of Louisiana to operate as 
a local govermncnt investment pool. LAM P invests its assets only in securities and other obligations permissible 
under Louisiana law for local governm ents. 

LAM P is an external investment pool lllat is not registered with the SEC as an investm ent company, but 
nevcrtheless operates in a rllanncr consistcnt with the SEC's Rule 2a7 of the hn,cstmcnt Company Act of 1940. 

GASB-31, Account#N and ]~nancial Reporting fbr Certain Investments and ~r External Investment Poe[s, 
requires the reporting of investment positions in 2a7-1ike pools (such as LAMP) be based on the pool's share price. 

1. FIX ED A SSETS 

Fixed assets arc recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and tile related assets arc capitalized (rcportcd) 
in 1bo general fixed assets account group. Gcncral fixed assets provided by the parish policcjtn3, arc not recorded 
w ithin the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed 
assets are valued at historical cost or cstim atcd cost if historical cost is not available. 

J. CO M PEN SA TEI) A BSENCES 

Eml)loyces cam vacation leave of ten days per ),car after one ),car of employmcnl 



Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

N otes to tile Financial Statem ents 
As of and for tile Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Sick leave is earn ed at the rate of thirteen days per ),car after one year of employm ent. In accordance with GA SB- 
16, Accounting

.~)r Compensated Absences, no liability has been accrued for mmscd employee sick leave. 

K . LO NG-TERM  O BLIGATIO NS 

Long-tenn obligations expected to be financed from tile General Fund arc reported in the general long-term 
obligations account group. Expenditures for prJncipal and interest paym ents for long-~cnn obligations arc 
recognized in the General Fund when due. 

L. FUND EQUITY 

Reserves 

Reserves represent those pollions of fund equity not appropriable for expenditures or legally segregated for 
a fature llSe. 

Designated Fund Balances 

Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financial rcsources 

M . TO TA L CO LUM NS O N STATEM ENTS 

Total collnllllS Oll tile statem ents are captioned M em oralldum O1113, to indicatc that they are presented only to 
facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present financial position or results of operations in 
confonnity with generally accepted accouuting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 

2. CASII AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At June 30, 1999, the clerk of coul~t Ills cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $4,538,909 as follows 

Demand Dcposits 
Interest-Bearing l)em and Deposits 
Tim e Deposits 
Louisiana Asset M anagem ent Pool 

1,427,145 
982,045 

1,129,719 
1.000.000 
4.538.909 

These deposits are stated at cost, wllicll approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the 1csultiog bank 
balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or tile pledge of securities owned by tile fiscal agent bank. The 
m arket value of tile pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at all tilnes cqual the am ount on dcposit 
with the fiscal agent bank These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or 
custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. 

12 



Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

At June 30, 1999, tile clerk of court has $4,683,388 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured 
from risk by $200,000 of federal deposit insurance and $4,483,388 of p/edged securities held by tile cuslodial bwlk in 
the name of the fiscal agent bank (CategoW 3). 

Even though tile pledged securities are considered uncollatcralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirem ent on tile custodial bank to advertise and 
sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the clerk of court that the fiscal agcnt has failed to pay 
deposited fimds upon demand. 

3. INVESTM ENTS 

At June 30, 1999, all investments held by tile clerk of court are classified as cash equivalents 

4. R EC H VA BLES 

The receivables of $27,375 at June 30, 1999, are as follows 

A CCOLlUIS 

Interest 
lntergovernnacntal 

5. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Equipm ent 
Vehicle 
Construction ill Progress 

6. PENSIO N PLAN 

Balance 
July I. 1998 Additions Deletions 

466,390 $ 56,822 
29.993 

65_318 

G eneral 
Fund 

12,916 
3,870 
10_589 

$ 27.375 

Balance 
June 30. 1999 

523,212 
29,993 
65.318 

$ 496.383 $ 122,140 $ - $ 618.523 

]~lan D escription: Substantially all employees of the Livingston Parish Clerk of Coro t are m embers ofthc Louisiana 
Clerk of Court Retiremcut and Relief Fund (Systcm), a cost-sharing, nmltiplc-employer defined bcncfit pension plan 
administered by a separate board of tru stees. 

A ll regular employees who are undcr the age of 60 at the tim e of original cnljlloynlent are required to participate in tile 
System . Employces who retire at or aficr age55 with at lcast 12 years ofcrediled servieearc cntitledto a rctirenacnt 



Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

Notes to tire Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salaD, for each year & credited service, not 
to exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 

consecutive or joined months that produce tire highest average. Employees who lenninate with at least 12 years of 
service and do not withdraw tl~eir employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued 
to their dale of term ination. The Systeln also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits arc established by state 
statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial repolt drat includes financial statcments and required 
supplemental inform ation for the System . That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Clerks of Court 

Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Brieksome Avenue, Suite B 1, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (225) 
293-1162. 

Funding Policy: Plan m embers are required by state statu te to contribute 8.25 percent of their amm al covered salary 
and the Livingston Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an aetuarially determined rate. The current rate 

is 10.00 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributious to the System also include one-fourth of one percent (one-half 
of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown Io be collected by the tax rolls of each parish. The contributions 
requirements of plan m embers and the Livingston Parish Clerk of Court are established and m ay be amended by state 
statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are determ ined by actuarial 

valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for" the prior fiscal ),ear. The 
Livingston Parish Clerk of Court contributions to the System for the years ending Juno 30, 1999, 1998, and 1997, were 
$7 l, 387, $59,639, and $61,323, respectively, equal to the required contribution for each year. 

7 . O TIIER PO ST EM PL O Y M EN T BEN EFITS 

The clerk of court offers all retired employees health insurauee benefits. The clerk of court pays tire premiums. At June 
30, 1999, 5 retired employees were covered under the clerk's health insurance plan. The cost to the clerk of court for 
lhe year ended June 30, 1999, was $6,150. 

8. COM PENSATED ABSENCES 

At June 30, 1999, employees of the clerk of court have accumulated and vested $14,578 of employee leave benefits, 
computed in accordance with G A SB Codification Section C60. Tire entire amount is rccordcd as an obligation of the 
General Fund. 

9. LEASES 

The clerk of court records item s under capital leases as an asset and an obligation in the accom panying financial 
statem ents. At June 30, 1999, the clerk of court had no capital leases in effect. 

At Juuc 30, 1999, the clerk of court had cancellable operating leases in effect for equipment, software, and warehouse 
building. 

4 



Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem enls 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

10. CIIANG ES IN AG ENCY FUND BALANCES 

A sununaly, of changes in agency fired unsettled deposits follows 

Advance Deposit Fund 
Regist13, of Court Fund 

Balmme 
July 1. 1998 

1,481,030 $ 
2.262.262 

Additions Deletions 
238,815 
429.189 

1,112,429 $ 
1,761,293 

Balance 
June 30. 1999 

1,607,416 
930.158 

3,743,292 $ 1,668,004 $ 2,873.722 $ 2.537.574 

11. CIIANG ES IN G ENERA L LO NG -TERM  O BLIG ATIO NS 

The clerk has no general long-term obligations at June 30, 1999 

12. EXCESS FUND BALA NCE 

Louisiana Revised Statute t 3:785 requires that ever5, four years (at the close of the ~.cnn of office) the clcrk of court 
must pay the parish treasurer the portio11 of the General Fund's fund balance that excecds one-half of the revenues of 
the clerk's last 3,ear of his term of office. At June 30, 1999, there was no am ount due the parish treasurer as this was 
not the last year of the clerk's four-year term of office, and no determ ination of the mnount that will be due, if auy, can 
be m ade at this tim e. 

13. LITIG A TIO N A N D C LA IM S 

Clahns and litigation costs of$113,303 were incurred in the current ),ear. The eutire amount is recorded as a current- 
year expenditure in the General Fund. 

At June 30, 1999, the clerk of court was not involved in any litigation 

14. RESERVED FUND BALANCE 

On April 17, 1993, the 21st Judicial District Court ordered the clerk of court to deposit $226,475 iuto an escrow 
account to be used for the future construction of clerk of court offi ces. Reinvested interest earnings have increased 
the reserved mnount to a total of $307,704 as of June 30, 1999. 

15. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

Subsequcnt to fiscal 3,car cud, the Louisiana Legislative Auditor began an investigation of the clerk of court's financial 
records. A rcport of the invcstigation's findings is scheduled to be released in JanuaiT, 2000. 



Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for tile Year Ended June 30, 1999 

16. CO NSTRUCTIO N CO M M ITM ENTS 

During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1999, the clerk of court entered into a $516,000 construction contract for ml 
addition to the clerk of court's offices. 

During the fiscal 3,car ended June 30, 1999, the clerk of court expended a total $65,318 on rials project. Of this 
amomat, $45,204 was paid to the architects, $17, 959 was paid on the construction contract, and $2,155 was paid for 
other construction costs. 

At June 30. 1999. the balance on the constm ctiou contract was $498. 041 

17. Y EA R 2000 ISSUE 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcom ings in many electronic data processing system s and other clcctronic 
equipm ent tllat m ay adversely affect lhc govenunent's operations as early as fiscal year 1999. 

The clerk ofcou rt has identified computer systems and other electronic cquipmcnt that m ay be affected by the 3,ear 2000 
issue and that arc neccssary to conducting the clerk's operations. All of these systelns and equipment, including 
financial accounting and reporting system s, arc in tile validation and testing phase. AII of the system s have been 
rem cdiated by lhc software vendors, therefore there are no additional outside contracted amounts to be cxpcndcd for 

this project. 

Because of the unprcccdented nature of the Y ear 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related rcm cdiation cfforts 
w ill not be fully determ inable until the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagem ent cmm ot assure that the clerk of court is 
or win be Year 2000 rcady, that tile clerk of court's remediafiou efforts will be successfid in whole or in part, or that 
parties with whom the clerk of court does business will be 3,ear 2000 ready. 

6 



A dvance Deposit Fund 

Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

Supplem ental Inform ation Schedules 
As of and for tile Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Fiduciary Fund Types - A gency Funds 

Tile Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for advance deposits on suits 
filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. 

Registry of Court Fund 

Tile Registry of Conrt Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds that have been 

ordered by tile court to be held until judgment has been rendered in court litigation. W ithdrawal of the fimds can bc 
m ade only upon order of the court. 



Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

Supplem ental Inform ation Schedules 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Prior Year Audit Findings 

The follow-up and corrective action plan taken on all prior audit findings is presented in tile sunuv~ary schedule of prior 

audit findings (Schedule 3). 

Current Audit Findings 

The corrective action plan for the current year audit findings is presented in Schedule 4 
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Assets 
Cash & Cash Equivalents 

Total Assets 

Liabilities 

Due to General Fund 
Due to Taxing Bodies & Others 

Total Liabilities 

Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

Fiduciary Fund Types - A gency Funds 

C om bining Balance Sheet 

June 30, 1999 

The accom panying hOleS are an integral pall of these statements 

9 

Advance 
Deposit 
Fund 

$ 1,644,275 $ 
$ 1,644,275 $ 

$ 36,859 $ 
1.607.416 

Registry 
of Court 
Fund 

Schedule 1 

930,334 $ 2,574.609 
930,334 $ 2,574,609 

176 
930.158 
930.334 

37,035 
2.537.574 
2.574.609 



 

Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

Fiduciary Fund Types - A gency Funds 

Schedule of Changes in U nsettled Balances 
For the Y ear Ended June 30, 1999 

Unsettled Deposits, Beginning of Y ear 

Additions 
Suits & Successions 
J udgemenls 
Interest Earned 
Other Additions 

Total Additions 

Red uctlons 

Clerk's Costs (Transferred to General Fund) 
Settlem ents to 1.itigam s 
Sheriffs Fees 
Other Reductions 

Total Reductions 

U nsettled D eposits, End of Y ear 

I'he acconll)anying notes are all inlegral part of these slaIelnents 
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A dvance 
Deposit 
Fund 

Schedule 2 

Registry 
of Coma 
Fund Tola 

1,481,030 $ 2,262,262 $ 3,743,292 

1,225,521 

3.294 
238.815 

783,302 
135,094 

77,871 
116.162 

1,112,429 

352,879 
73,019 
3,291 

429.189 

2,806 
1,751,930 

6.557 
1,761,293 

225,521 
352,879 
73,019 
16.585 

668.004 

786,108 
1,887,024 

77,871 
122.719 

2.873.722 

1,607,416 $ 930,158 $ 2,537,574 



Liviugston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

Sm nm ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Section 1 - lnterual Control and Com pliance M aterial to tile Finaucial Statem ents 

Fiscal Year 
Reference Initially 
Number Occurred Description of Finding 

98-1 06/30/98 For the fiscal 3,'ear ended June 30, 
1998, amounts had not been 
refimded to depositors after a 
five-year period of inactivity from 
the Advance Deposit Fund in 

accordance with R.S. | 3:842(13). 
Tile clerk of court indicated that 
a software program change would 
be m ade to produce a list of 
inactive suits to facilitate tile 
rcfimdiug of the dormant fimds to 
depositors. 
For the fiscal year ended June 30, 
1999, tile clerk of court was still 
not in compliance with R.S. 

13:842(B). 

Seclion 11 - M anagem ent Letter 

Fiscal Year 
Reference Initially 
Number Occurred Description of Finding 

98-2 

Schedule 3 

Corrective 
Action Planned Corrective Action/ 
Taken Partial Corrective Acliou Takeu 

The required program change was 
made and tile list of inactive suits 
was produced. Tile process of 
closing the suits in the com puter 
system and refimding tile dom lant 
fimds to depositors is currently 
under way, and should be 
completed during tile first quarter 
of calendar year 2000. 

Corrective 
Action Planned Corrective ActiopJ 
Takeu Partial Corrective A ction Taken 

06/30/98 For the fiscal 3,ear ended June 30, Yes Not Applicable 
1998, the clerk of court did not 
file the required iufonnation at 
fiscal year end with the parish 
goverlllnent ill accordance with 
R.S. 42:283. The clerk of court 
iudicated that it would file tile 
infonnation as required. 



Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 

Corrective A ction Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Section 1 - Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to tile Financial Statem ents 

No Scction I findings 

Section 11 - M anagem ent Letter 

Reference 
Number Description of Finding Corrective Action Planned 

99-1 Fixed asset listings do not include 
detailed descriptions or locations 
of the clerk of court's assets, and 
m any office assets are not tagged. 
The clerk of court should 
im m ediately inventory mid tag all 
fixed assets and update the m aster 
list to include class, location, and 
an adequate description of all 
fixed assets. 

A complete invento~T of all fixed 
assets is currently under way. All 
assets will be tagged and the 
m aster descriptive list updated. 
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Schedule 4 

N am e of Anticipated 
Contact Completion 
Person Date 

Barbara 
Gallin, 
Chief 
D eputy 
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REPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE AND O N INTERNAL CO NTROL OVER FINANCIAl, REPO RTING 
BASED O N AN A UDIT O F FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED IN ACCO RDA NCE W ITII 

GO I/ERNM EN TA UDITING STANDARDS 

To the Honorable Lucius Patterson 
Livingston Parish Clerk of Court 
Livingston, Louisiana 70454 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statements oftbe Livingston Parish Clerk of Court, a component uuit 
of the Livingstou Parish Police Jury, as of and for the ),ear ended June 30, 1999, and have issued our report thereon 
dated December 20, 1999, which was qualified because insufficient audit evidence exists to support the Livingston 
Parish Clerk of CouIt's disclosures with respect to the ),ear 2000 issue. Except as discussed in the preceding sentencE, 
we conduclcd our audit in accordance with geuerally accepted auditi1~g standards and tim slaudards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government A uditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Livingstola Parish Clerk of Court's financial statem ents 
are fiee of material misstatem ent, we performed tests of the Livingston Parish Clerk of Court's compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants noncom pliance with whidr could have a direct and m aterial effect 
on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on com pIiance w ith those 

provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our 
tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 
However, we noted certain ilnm aterial instances of noncompliance which are described in tim accompanying schedule 
of Current Year A udit Findings. See reference num bers 98-1 and 99-1. 

Inlerual Control O ver Financial Reporting 

In planning and pcrfonning our audit, we considered the Livingston Parish Clerk of Court's internal control over 
financial rcpozling in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the 
financial statem cnts and not to provide assurance on tbe intern al control over financial reporting. Our consideration 
of the intcrnal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over 
financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A lnaterial weakness is a coudition in which tim desigu or 
operation of one or m ore of the intern al control components does not reduce to a relatively low level thc risk that 
m isstatem ents in alnounts that would be m aterial in relation to the finalm ial statem cnts being auditcd m ay occur and 
not be detected within a tim ely pcriod by em ployecs in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e 
noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting aild its operation that we consider to be m aterial 
weaknesses. 



BR U C E ItA R R ELL &  C O . 
CEICFIFIED PLq3LIC ACCOUNTANTS 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 

Page 2 

This report is intended for tile iuformation of the management and fl~e Louisiana Legislative Auditor. However, this 
report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Bruce Harrcll & Com pany, CPAs 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 

Decem ber 20, 1999 

24 


