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We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Tangipahoa 
Parish Tourist and Film Commission , a component unit of the Tanglpahoa Parish CoHnci], as 
of December 31, 1998, and for the two years then ended, as listed in the table of 
contents . These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the 
mal]agement of TangJpahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission . Our responsibility is to 
express all op in iol] on these general purpose financial statements bailed on our audit . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the 
[~tandards applicable to financial audits contained in Government AuditJ~  Standards, 
issued by the Comptro]3er General of the United States . Those standards require that we 
plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the genera] 
purpose financia] statements are free of material misstatement . An audit includes 
examining , on a teat basis, evidence supporting the amounts and ddselosules ill the gene1a] 
purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used and significant estimates made by management, as well as eva3uating the overall 
general purpose financial statement presentation . We believe that our audit provides a 

reasonable basis for our opinion . 

Jn our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, 
ill all material respects, the financial position of the Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Pi]m 
Commission as of December 31, 1998, and the results of operations for the two years then 
ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Go vern_  iBent Audi~ in~ tan_d ards, we have also issued our report dated May 
20, 2999, on our consideration of the Tal~gipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 's 
Jl]ternal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain 

provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

Respectfully submitted 

DURN IN & JAMES 

P. O. Box 506 ~ 112 Easl Chestnui Slreo{ ~ Amile, Louisiana 70422 ~ (504)748-5134 ~ Fax: (504)748-4 
103 North Sixll} SIlel2I ~ Ponclmlouln, Louisial]a 70454 ~ (504)386-8180 ~ Fax: (504)386 {210 



 



 



 

Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 
A Component Unit of the Tangipahoa Parish Council] 

Hammond , Louisiana 

For the Two Years Ended December 31. 1998 

R evenue s : 

Taxes 

Less Collection Fee 
I}]tergovernmental 
In tere st 

G ]~an t In come 

Other 
Total Revenues 

Expenditures : 
Cur]Ten t : 

Salaries and Related Benefits 
Payroll Taxes 

In suran ce 
Advertising & Promotion 
Commissioner Related 

Dues/Subscriptions 
Office Supplies 
ProfemmJ ol]a] Fees 

Repairs & Maintenance 
Travel (Local) 
Telephone 
Uniforms 
Utilities 
Operating Leases 
Tourism Partnership 
In ternet 
Automobile 

Capita] Outlay 
Debt Service 

Total Expenditures 

Excess of Revenues Over Expenditures 
Fund Balance Beglnning 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

199L . 3997 

$172,622 
(8,63] 

253,47[) 

13 ,468 
6 ,623 

1 

$437,553 

$ 95,582 
2 ,943 

4 ,207 

331 ,225 
1 ,232 

3 ,615 

4 .828 

3 ,879 

63] 
7 ,485 

1 ,899 

2 ,530 
10 ,42 1 

32,837 

561 

1 ,957 

9 .]85 

31fc~OJ~  

$122,536 
433,2~A9 

$55'_A~ 765 

$360,633 
(8,032 

268,830 

6 .644 

_ __ 90~ 2 
$428,98O 

$ 67,259 
2 ,44 2 

4 ,100 

74 ,789 
] ,118 

2 ,792 
5 ,077 

],655 

5 ,257 
690 

4 ,070 

] ,429 

2 ,504 
7 ,779 

]8,785 
500 

966 

7 .740 

208~ ~9_~  

$220,028 
2 ] 3., 2p~  

$ J 3 3, RN2 2,.~ 



 



 



INTRODU CT ION 

Tanglpahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 
A Component Unit of the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

Hammond . Louisiana 

N OTES TO V TN AN CTAT, ~TATVM RN TR 

As Of and For the Two Years Ended December 31, 1998 

The Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission (hereafter referred to as "Tourist 
Commission") was created by Ordinance No. 79-12-i of the Tangipahoa Parish Council 
(hereafter referred to as "Parish Council") as provided by Louisiana Revised 
Statutes 33 :4574-4574 .3. The purpose and duties of the Tourist Commission are to 
promote tourism within Tangipahoa Parish . The Tourist Commission is governed by a 
board of eight directors appointed by the Parish Council for three year terms . 

To fund the operations of the Tourist Commission, the Tourist Commission under the 
authority provided by Act No . 47 of the 1995 Session of the Louisiana ],cgislatuze, 
adopted Ordinance No . 95-01 levying a tax of two percent upon the rental or fee 
charged for the occupancy of hotel rooms, motel rooms, and overnight camping 
facilities within the Parish of Tangipahoa. The Sheriff of Tangipahoa Parish acts 
as collecting agent for the tax for a fee of five percent of the taxes collected . 

The Tourist Commission presently has four full-time employees and two part++tJme 
which staff a full-time tourist information center in Hammond + Louisiana . 

The accounting and reporting policies of the Tourist Commission conform to generally 
accepted accounting principles as applicable to governments. Such accounting and 
procedures also conform to the requirements of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24 :517 and 
to the industry audit guide Audits nf State ~nd T,oca] ~overnln~ it~ 

i . SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A . BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Tangipahoa 
Paris]] Tourist: and Film Commission have been prepared in conformity wit]] 
generally accepted accounting principles {GAAP) as applied to governmental 
units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
standard setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial 
reporting principles . 

B . FINANCIAL REPORTING ENTITy 

AS the governing authority of the parish , for reporting purposes, the 
Tangipahoa Parish Council is the financial reporting entity for TangJpahoa 
Parish . The financial reporting entity consists of (a) primary government 
(parish council) , (b) organizations for which the primary government is 
financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and 
significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity 's financial statements to 
mis]eadlng or incomplete . 

Governmental Accounting 
for determining which 

Standards Board Statement No 
component units should be 

14 established criteria 
considered pal-t: of the 



 

Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 
A Component Unit of the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

Hammond. Louisiana 

NOTZ]S TO ~'INAN C IAL STA TEM ENT S (CON T INUE 

As of and For the Two Years Ended December 3], ]998 

Tangipahoa Parish Council for financial reporting purposes 
criterion for including a potential component unit with the reporting entity 
is financial accountability . The GASB has set forth criteria to be 
considered 5n determining financial accountability . This criteria includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

b 

The abJ lity of the council to impose its wi ] 1 on that 

organization and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specific ~i~ancJal 
benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the councJ ]. 

Organizations for which the council does not appoint a voting majority 
but are fiscally dependent: on the council . 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financia] statements wou]d 
be misleading if data of the organization is not included hecause of 
the nature or significance of the relationship . 

Because the council appoints the board members, the Tourist ComlnJssJon was 
determJ ned to be a component unit of the Tangipahoa Pa2:ish Counci 1 , th6 
financial reporting entity . The accompanying financial statements present 
information only On the funds maintained by the Commission and do not present 
information on the parish council, the general government services provided 
by that governmental unit, Or the other governmental units that COlnprJsc [-he 
financial reporting entity . 

C . FUND ACCOUNTING 

The Tourist Commission uses funds and account groups 
financial position and the results of its operations . 

Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid 
financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain 
government functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. 
On the other ]land, an account group is a financial reporting device designed 
to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities; that are not 
recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect rlet expendable 
available financial resources. 

The various funds are grouped , in the financial statements in this report 
into one generic fund type and one fund category as follows : 



 

Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 
A Component Unit of the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

Hammond, Louisiana 

As of and For the Two Years Ended December 31, 1998 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES 

General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Tourist 
Commission . It. is used to account for all financial resource~{, except those 
required to be accounted for ~n another fund . 

D . BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is 
determined by its measurement focus . The governmental funds are accounted 

for using a current financial resources measurement focus . Wi th this 
measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally 
included on the balance sheet . Operating statements of these funds psesent 
increases al]d decreases in ilet current assets . The modified accrual basis of 
accounting is used by the governmental funds. The governmental funds use the 
following practices in recording revenues and expenditures : 

Rev enues 

Hotel/motel taxes are considered "measurable. ~ len in the hands of the 
collecting agency and are recorded as revenue at that time . 

Interest income represents amounts earned on checking accounts with financial 
institutions. Interest earned on checking aecou~its is recorded when 
received . 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of 
accounting when the re)ated fund liability is incurred, except for principal 
and interest on general long term debt, which are not recognized ullti] due . 

E . BUDGETARY PRACTICES 

In accorda~ice with provisions of Louisiana R . S . 33 : 4574 . 2 , the Commi ssi on 
prepared and submitted its annual budget to the Parish CouncJ ] for approval . 

The Parish Council approves the annual budget submitted by the Touri st 
Commission through the adoption of a parish ordinance. Amendments to the 
adopted budget require approval of the Parish Council in the same manner as 
the adoption of the original budget . 
budget on the modified accrual basis of 
these fi~lancia] statements are as 
applicable . 

The Tourist Commission prepares its 
accounting . The budgets presented in 
originally adopted or aI~lellded , Jl 



 

Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 
A Component Unit of the Tangipahoa Parish Council) 

Hammond , Louisiana 

NOTF.S TO F INAN C IAL STA TEMEN TS ICO~ T TN [~V~ 

AS of and For the Two Years Ended December 31, 3998 

F . ENCUMBRANCES 

The Tourist Commission does not utilize encumbrance accounting 

G . CA SH 

Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, 
and money market accounts . Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits 
and those investments with original maturities of 90 days or less . Under 
state law , the Tourist Commission may deposit funds in demand deposits, money 
market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under I,ouislana 
law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana . 

Under state law, the Tourist Commission may invest in United States bonds, 
treasury notes, or certificates. These are classified as investments if 
their original maturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original maturities 
are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. Investments 
are stated at original cost . 

H . INV ENTORIES 

The Tourist Commission uses the purchase method for accounting for expendable 

supplies whereby expenditures are recognized when the items are purchased . 
The Tourist Commission did not record any inventory at December 33, ]998. 

I . PREPA ID ITEM S 

The Tourist Commission did not record any prepaid items at December 31, ]998 

J . FIXED A SSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased or 
constructed , and the related assets are capitalized in the genera] fSxed 
assets account group . 

Public domain or infrastructures are not capitalized , lnterest costs 
incurred during construction are not capitalized . No depreciation has been 
provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at histo]-ical 
cost . 

K . COMPENSATED ABSENCES 

Tbe Tourist Commission 's policy is to allow employees vacation pay based on 
length of service . All full-time ei~ployees are entitled to one week vacation 
after one full year of service, two weeks after two full years of service and 
three weeks after five full years of service . Vacation leave not taken 

i0 



 

Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 
A Component Unit of the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

Hammond , Lon~siana 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STAT~MVNTS (CONTTN[IR 

As of and For the Two Years Ended December 31 , 1998 

cannot be accrued, and must be taken in the anniversary year Jt Js acquiYed . 

Upon separation from service, employees are paid at their current rats of pay 
for any accrued vacation leave . 

Sick leave Js cumulative at the rate of one day of sic!l~ leave for each month 
of continuous employment until a maximum of 180 days has accumulated . Only 
ten unused sick leave days per year may be accumulated with a total 
accu?~ulation limited to thirty days . Upon separation of sel-vJce , no i~iore 
than ten days of accumulated sick pay will be compensated . 

Compensatory Time -K-Time shall be calculated at one and one-half hours ~or 
each hour of overtime earned . Employees may accumulate compensatory time 
until the balance reaches 173 hours . Subsequent overtime earned must be paid 
as overtime and no ]onger accumulated as compensatory time , Upon meparatJon 
from service , compensatory time is payable at the employee 's curYent rate of 

pay . 

Total unused benefit time was considered immaterial at December 31, ]998 and 
has not been reflected in these financial statements . 

L . LONG -TERM OBLIGATIONS 

Long-term obligations expected to 
reported in the general long -term 
for principal and interest pa~ nents 
in the governmental funds when due 

M . TOTAL COLUMNS ON STATEMENTS 

be financed from governmental funds are 
obligations account group . Expenditures 
for long-term obligations are recognlzed 

The total columns on the statements are captioned Menlorandum On] y , to 
indScate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis . Data 
in these columns does not present: financial position or results of operations 
in confori~iity with generally accepted accounting principles . Neither i[; such 
data comparable to a consolidation . 

2 . TAXES RECEIVABLZ 

Taxes receivable at December 31, 1998, consisted of the following 

2% Hotel, Motel and Campground Taxes 
due from TangJpahoa Parish Sheriff 

Act 19 - ~tate sales tax dedication 
Less allowance for uncollectible accounts 

A nloun ts D ue 

]i 

lZ/3/~  

$ii,255 
60,943 



3 . CA SH 

Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 
A Component Unit of the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

Hammond , Louisiana 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL qTATEMENTR [CONTIN[]E[ 

AS of and For the Two Years Ended December 31, 1998 

At December 31,1998, the Tourist Commission had cash (book balances) totaling 
$494,375, as follows: 

Interest bearing demand deposits $49~ 375 

The bank deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market . Under state law , 
these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit 
insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank . The market 
value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times 
equal the amount on deposit with fiscal agent. These securities are held in the 
name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in the holding or custodial bank that is 
mutually acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1998, the Tourist Commission 

had $508,432 in bank deposits (collected bank balances). 

These deposits are secured from risk as follows 

Bank balances 

Federal deposit insurance 
Unco]lateral/zed (category 3 
Pledged Securities 

Total 

4 . CHAN GES IN ~ENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of the changes in ~eneral fixed assets follows 

Balance , January i, 1997 

Year Ended 
1997 

1998 

Retirements for the Year Ended 
December 31, 1997 
December 31, 1998 

Balance . December 31. 1998 

12 

$508,43Z 

$]00,000 

4 08 4 32 

Furniture & 
Buildinq~[ E_~ glhipmen t 

$ 72,196 

$ 72,196 

7 ,740 
9 .]85 

] 2~ 98 ) 

$ 47~o0j3 

Total_  

$105,212 

7 , 74 0 

9 , ]85 

(2,89~ 



5 . PENSION PLAN 

Tanglpahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 
A Component Unit of the Tangipahoa Pari~h Counci] 

Hammond ~ Louisiana 

N OTE S TO F IN AN C IAL STATEMENTS (CONT INUED 

As of and For the Two Years Ended December 31, ]998 

substantially all employees of the Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission are 
members of the Parochial Employees Retirement System o5 Louisiana (System), a cost 
sharing multlple-emp]oyer (defined benefit) , public employee retirement system 
(PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. The System is 
composed of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, with separate assets and benefit 
provisions . All employees of the Tourist Commission are members of Plan A . 

All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or 
in part from parish funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to 
participate in the System , Under Plan A , employees who retire at or after age 60 
with at least 20 years of creditable service , at or after age 85 with at. ]ea.~d 25 
years of creditable service , or at any age with at least 30 years of eL-editable 
service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life , equal to 3 
percent of their final-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, 
for those employees who were members of the supplemental plan only prior to January 
3, 1980, the benefit is equal to one percent of final average salary plus $24 for 
each year of supplemental-plan-only service earned prior to 0anuary ] , 1980 . PJna] - 

average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined 
months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate witb at least the 
amount of creditab] e service stated above and do not withdraw theJ r emp] oyee 
contributions may retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefi t accrued 
to their date of termination . The System also provides death and disability 
benefits. Benefits are established by state statute . 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial 
financial statements and required supplementary information 
report may be obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees' 
Louisiana , P . 0 . Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898 

(504)928-]361. 

report that includes 
for the System . ?'hat 
Retirement System of 

- 4619, or by ca]]il]g 

Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 9.5 
percent of their annual covered salazy and the Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Fi]iil 
Colmnission is required to contribute at an aetuarJal]y determined rate . The current 
rate is 7.25 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System include 
one-fourth of one per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of 
each parish , except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes . These tax dollars are 
divided between Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on the salaries of the 
active meli~ ers of each plan . State statute requires covered employees to contribute 
a percentage of their salaries to the System . As provided by Louisiana Revised 
Statute ]1:103, the employer contributions are determined by an actuarial valuation 
and are subject to change each year based on the result~ of the va2uation for the 
prior fiscal year . The Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 's 
contributions to the System for the years ending December 31, ]998, 1997, and 1996 

were $5,658, $9,856, and $3,013, respectively, equal to the required contributions 

33 



 

Tanglpahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 
A Component Unit of the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

Hammond . Louisiana 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL ~TAq'NMENTZ [CONT INUED 

As of and FOr the Two Years Ended December 31, 1998 

6 . OTHER POSTEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 

The Tourist Commission has no other postemployment benefits 

7 . LEASES 

On June 29, ]983, the Tourist Commission entered into an agreement with the parish 
Council to lease a parcel of land located in Hammond , Louisiana, fox" a period of 
twenty years for the purpose of erectffng a building to be used as an office for the 
Tourist Commission and a Tourist Information Center . The only consideration for 
this lease is the benefit to the public and citizens of Tangipahoa Parish to be 
derived from tbe use of the premises. The lease is renewable for an additional term 
of twenty years upon written request by the Commission. A construction project for 
the erection of the buJlding was begun in 1983 but was subsequently abandoned Jn 

3984 at which time the startup costs of the project were written off. Ill 1989, the 
Commission erected a new building on this site and relocated its office in June 

1989 . 

In addition, the Tourist Commission is leasing a copier under a four-year operating 
lease , expiring in October 2001 . 

Also the Tourist Commission is leasing all automobile under a two-year operating 

lease, expiring ]n September 2000, subject to a purchase option ill the amount of 
$Ii, 702. 

The following is a schedule of future minlnlum rental payments required undel the 
above operating ]eases as of December 3], 1998 : 

Year Ending 

D~ce[n~Qg~" 31 
1999 

2000 

2001 

AAm oun t 

$ 9,63] 
7 ,040 

$23 , 142 

Rental expense amounted to $10,421 and $7,779 in 1998 and 1997, respectively 

8. SUBSEQUENT EVENT 

The Commission is in the process of locating a site on which to construct a new 
building . As of April 26, 3999, three possible sites are under col]sideration 



 

Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commisslon 
{A Component Unit of the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

Hammond , Louisiana 

N fgT]~,q TO F TNAN C/AI, .qTA TF, M~NT.q {[~ NT TN[]~D 

AS of and For the Two Years Ended December 31, 1998 

9 . PER DIEM PA ID BOARD M EMBERS 

For the years ended December 31, 1998 
was paid to the Board members of the 

i0. YEAR 2000 ISSUE 

and 1997, 11o per diem or other compensation 
Tourist Commission . 

The Year 2000 lssue is the result of shortcomings in many electronic data processing 
systems and other electronic equipment that may adversely affect the government's 
operations as eally as fiscal year 1999. 

The Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission has completed an inventory of 
computer systems and other electronic equipment that may be affected by the Year 
2000 Issue and that are necessary to conducting the Tourist Commission 's operations . 
Based on this inventory , the Tourist Commission is in the remedia<ion stage . 
Testing and validation of the systems will need to he completed after the hardware 
and software are installed . 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 Issue, its effects and the 
success of related remediation efforts will not be fully determinable until the year 
2000 and thereafter. Management cannot assure that the Tourist Commission is Or 
will be year 2000 ready , that the Tourist Commission 's remediation efforts will be 
SUCCeSsful in whole or in part , or that parties with whom the Tourist Commission 
does business wi]l be year 2000 ready . 

15 
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OV F.R W INAN C IAT~ RRPORT TNG ~ASED ON AN AIID IT O F 

GENERAl, PI]RPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 

MS . Alice Gideon , Chairman and 
Members of the Board of Directors 

Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 
Hammond , Louisiana 

We have audited the genera] purpose financla] 
and Film Commission , Hammond, Louisiana, a 
Council, for the two years ended December 31 
dated May 20, 1999. We conducted our audit in 
standards and Goverl~ ent AuditJnq Standard 

United States . 

[ommliance 

statements of the Tangipahoa ParJs;h Tour:is{ 
component unit of the Tangipahoa Parish 

, 1998, and have issued our report thereon 
accordance with generally accepted audJt:ing 
issued by the Comptroller Genera] of the 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Tangipahoa Parisb TourJ st and Film 
Commission 's financial statements are free of material mis.~Jtatement, we performed tests 
of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, 
noncomp] lance with which could have a direct and material effect on tl]e determJnat Jan of 
financial statement amounts . However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 

provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion . The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are 
~equired to be reported under Government Au_ditinu Standards . 

]n p]anning and performing our audit, we considered internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control 
over financial reporting . Our consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over 
financial reporting that might be material weaknesses . A material weakness is a condition 
in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does 
not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts tbat wou]d be 
material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be 
detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course 

18 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH TOURIST AND FILM COMMISSION 

of performing the Jr assigl]ed functJolis . We l]oted no matters illvo]vil~g the illterna] 
control over financial reporting and it~: operation that we consider to be material 
weaknesses . 

This report is il]tended solely for the use of management and the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor . However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution Js not 
limited . 

19 

Respectfully submitted, 
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We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Tangipahoa Parish Tourist 
and Film Commission for the two years ended December 31, 1998, and have issued our report 
thereon dated May 20, 1999. Professional standards require that we provide you wit.]] the 
following information re]ated to our audit . 

Our ResDonsib l]itv nnder Generallv Accepted Audltina ~tandard~ and ~ v~rnm~nt And~t~nn 

Standards 

As stated in our engagement letter dated February 22, 1999, our responmJbility, as 
described by professional standards, is to plan and perform our audit to obtain 
reasol]able, bnt not absolute, assurance about whether the general pl~rpose financial 
statements are free of material misstatement . Because of the concept of reasonable 
assurance and because we did not perform a detailed examination of all transactions, there 
is a risk that material errors, irregularities, or illegal acts, including fraud and 
defalcations, may exist and not be detected by ns. 

AS part of our audit:, we considered the 
Parish Tourist and Film Commission . Such 
determining our audit procedures and not to 
control structure . 

internal control structure of the Tangipahoa 
considerations were solely for the purpose of 
provide any assurance concerning such internal 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free 
of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Fi]ul 
Commission 's comp]iance with certain provisio]]s of laws, regulations, contracts, and 

grants. However, the objective of our tests was not to provide an opinion on compliance 
with such provisions;. 

Sianificant Ac~ountJna Pollcies 

Management has the responsibility for selection and use of appropriate accounting 
pol 5 cies . In accordance with the terms of our engagement letter , we w] ii advise 
management about the appropriateness of accounting policies and their application . The 
significant accounting policies used by the Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission 
are described in Note ] to the general purpose financial statements . No new accounting 
policies were adopted and the application of existing policies was not changed during ]997 
or 1998 . We noted no transactions entered into by the Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film 
Commission during the year that were both significant and unusual , and of which , under 
professional standards, we are required to inform you , or transactions for which there i~ 
a lack of authoritative guidance or consensus. 

O. Box 506 ~ 112 F.ast Cheslnut Street ~ Amite, Louisiana 70422 ~ (504)748 5134 ~ Fax: (504)748 4116 
103 Norlb Sixth Street ~ Ponchaloub, Louisiana 70454 ~ (504)386 8180 ~ Fax: (504)386 0210 
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A ccoun tina E ~t~m at~s 

Accounting estimates are an integral part of the general purpose financial statements 

prepared by management and are based on management , s current judgments . Cert ai n 
accounting estimates are particularly sensitive because of their significance to the 
genera] purpose financial statements and because of the possibility that future events 

affecting them may differ significantly from management,s current judgments. 

No significant accounting estimates were required at December 31 , ]998 

Significan t Al*~ t Ad@u~tm en tm 

For purposes of this letter, professional standards define a significant audit adjustment 
as a proposed correction of the general purpose financial statements that

, in our 

judgment, may not have been detected except through our auditing procedures. These 
adjustments may include those proposed by us but not recorded by the q'angJpahoa Parish 
TouriBt and Film CommisBion that could potentially cause future financial statements to 
be materially misstated, even though we have concluded that such adjustments are not 
material to the current financial statements. 

We proposed several audit adjustments related to accounts receivable and revenue. The 
corrections were not considered material in relation to the genera] pu~-po.~e financial 
statements of the Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission . The Tourist Commission 

has agreed to the proposed audit adjustments and will record the adjustments in the 
accounting records of the Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and Film Commission for the two years 
ended December 31 . 3998 . 

D isa~reem en tR w ~th M an aaem en t 

For purposes of this letter, professional standards define a disagreement with management 
as a matter , whether or not resolved to our satisfaction , concerning a financJa] 
accounting, reporting, or auditing matter that could be significant to the general purpose 
financial statements or the auditor 's report. We are pleased to report that no such 
disagreements arose during the course of our audit . 

To the best of our knowledge, management has not consulted with or obtained epic]ions from 

other independent accountants during the past year that are subject to the requirements 
of Statement on Auditing Standards No . 50, "Reporta on the Application of A(countJng 
Principles . " 

We encountered no difficulties in dealing with management in performing our audit 
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This report is for the information of management and the Louisiana Legis]ative Auditor . 
This restriction Js not intended to limit the distribution of this report which, upon 
acceptance by the Board of Directors of the Tangipahoa Parish Tourist and FJ]m Commission , 
J s a matter of public record . 

Respectfully submitted 

DURN IN & JAM ES 


