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212 HEYM AN N BLVD . 
LAFAYETTE, LA 70503 

Board of D irectors 
Fifteenth Judicial D istrict 
lndigent D efender Board 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

J. L. SONNIER 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

IND EPEND EN T AUD ITO R 'S REPO R T 

(318) 235-8188 
FAX: (318) 233-2354 
RES.:(318) 984 5928 

I have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statements of the Fifteenth Judicial 
District Indigent Defender Board, a component unit of the Lafayette City/Parish Consolidated 
Governm ent, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. 
These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of tbe Fifteenth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent Defender Board's m aBagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general 
purpose financial statements based on my audit. 

1 conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and tile standards 
applicable to financial audits conta ined in Governm entAudit#lg Standards, issued by the Comptroller 
General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform tile audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estim ates made by managem ent, as well as evaluating the 
overall general purpose financial statem ent presentation. I believe that m y audit provides a 
reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In nay opinion, tile genera l purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, 
a componetlt unit of the Lafayette City/Parish Consolidated Government, as of December 31, 1998 
and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles. 



The year 2000 supplem entary inform ation on page 13 is not a required part of the basic financial 
statem ents but is supplem entary inform ation required by the Govermnent A ccounting Standards 
Board. I have applied certain lim ited procedures which consisted principally of inquiries of 
inanagem ent regarding the methods of m easurem ent and presentation of the supplem entary 
inform ation. However, I did not audit the inform ation and do not express an opinion on it. In 
addition, 1 do not provide assurance that the Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is 
or w ill becom e year 2000 com pliant, that tile Board's year 2000 rem ediation efforts w ill be 
successful in whole or in part, or that parties w ith which the Board does business are or w ill be year 
2000 com pliant. 

In accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, I have also issued a report dated Feb 19, 1999 
on nay consideration of the Board's internal control over financial reporting and nay tests of its 
com pliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

February 19, 1999 



FIFTE EN TI1 JU D ICIA L D ISTR ICT IN D IG EN T D E FEN D ER BO A R D 

CO M BIN I{D BA LA N C E SH EET - A LL FU N D TYPES A N D  A CCO U N T G R O U PS 
D ecem ber 31, 1998 

A SSE T S 
Cash 
D uc fionl other govcrnm em s - 
Court costs and bond 
forl~its receNable 
D uc fronl Louisiana 
Indigent D clk;ndcr Board 

Equipnmnt 
Prepaid insm ance 
T otal assets 

LIA BILII1ES A N D  
FUND EQ UITY 
Liabilities: 
A ccounts payable 
Payroll taxes payablc 
Total liabilities 

Fund equity: 
h]vcstment in genera 
fixed assets 

Fund balance - 
U nrcscrvcd, undesignated 

T otal fund equity 

G eneral 
Fixed A ssets 

G eneral A ccount 
Fund G roup

_  

253,429 

64,368 

5,]83 

1,110 

]6,380 
812 

17,192 

Totals 

(M emorandum 
On!y) 

1998 1997 

253,429 22,774 

64.368 

-  5,183 
5d,115 54,115 
-  

_ 
1,110 

54,115 
. 

378,205 

54.115 

306,898 

~0G898 54,1i5 

16,380 
812 

17,} 92 

54,115 

306,898 
361,0i3 

Total liabilities and fund equity 324,090 := 54,115 3!8,295 

See N otes to Financial Statem ents 

76,400 

68,991 
49,360 

217,525 

25,838 
],946 

27,784 

49,360 

140,381 
189,741 

217,525 



I"IFTI~I':N TII JU D ICIA l. D ISTR ICT IN I)IG EN T I)IIFE N I)I~II. F~O A II.I) 

STA T I~M I,;N T O 1" R EV E N U E S, EX PE N D ITU II.E S, A N D CIIA N G ES IN 

FUND I~AI.ANCF. - IIUI)GET (GAAP I:IASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAl. FUNI) 
Y ear l'.'nded D ecem ber 31, 1998 

W ith C om parative A ctual A m ounts for Y ear E nded l)ecem ber 31, 1997 

R evenues: 
lnlergovernm cnt~d revenues 
Court costs and bond forfeitures 
D istrict A ssistance Fund - 
I.ouisia na 11) B 

Fccs - partially indigent 
lntclest 
Tota I revert u t~s 

Expenditures: 
CUrlent - general governlllent 
Salaries, retainers and 
related benefits 
Professional services 
O ffice and adm inistrative 
Insurance 
Capital outlays - equipm ent 
Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of 
revenues over exl)euditnres 

l"und balance, beginning 

Fund balance, ending 

Sec N otes to l"inancial Statem ents 

r~ud~  

1998 
V ariance-- 
Favorable 

(1J~favor~ ble) 
1997 

A ctual 

912,000 992,646 80,646 858,519 

1,105,895 
32,700 
34,610 
11,200 

4,000 
1,188,405 

(5,605) 

14
.
0,381 

134,776 

274,535 
60,370 
1,855 

329,406 

1,106,980 
8,298 
32,740 
9,644 

5,2?7 
1,162,889 

166,517 

140.381 

306,898 

55,535 
9,87(I 
555 

46,606 

(1,085) 
24,402 
1,870 
1,556 

(L227) 
25,516 

172,122 

172,122 

293,639 
43,011 
1,703 

1,196,872 

1,259,334 
34,003 
32,549 
6,734 
9,173 

1,341,793 

0 44,921) 

285,302 

140,38I 



FIFTFENTH  JUD ICIAL DISTR ICT IN D IG ENT DEFEND ER BO AR D 
NO TES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

Decem ber 31, 1998 

1. SUM M AR Y O F SIG N IIqCAN T A CCO UN TIN G PO LICIES 

The accompanying com ponent unit financial statem ents of the Fifteenth Judicial District indigent 
D efender Board have been prepared in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles 
(GAAP) as applied to govermnental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. 

The following is a sum m ary of certain significant accounting policies 

.Reporting El~!t~ 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Lafayette City/Parish 
Consolidated Government (primary government) is the financial reporting entity for Lafayette 
Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary goverument, (b) organizations 
for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for 
which the nature and significance of their relationship with the prim ary government are such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be m isleading or incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determ ining 
w hich component units should be considered part of the primary governm ent for financial 
reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit w ithin the 
reporting entity is financial accountability. The GA SB has set forth criteria to be considered in 
determ ining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the prim ary governm ent to im pose its will on that organization and/or 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or im pose 
specific financial burdens on the prim ary government. 

2. Organizations for which the primary government does not appoint a voting majority but 
are fiscally dependent on the prim ary governm ent. 

3, O rganizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents would be m isleading 
if data of the organiza tion is not included because of the nature or significance of lhe 
relationship, 

Indigent defender boards, criminal court funds, and judicial expense funds are part of the 
operations of the district court system . The district court system is fiscally dependent on the 
prim ary governm ent for office space and courtroom s. The substance of the relationship between 
the district court system and the primary government is that the primary govermnent has 



NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

approval authority over its capita/ budget. In addition, the nature and significance of tile 
relationship between the district court and the prim ary governm ent is such that exclusion from 
the prim ary governm ent's financial statem ents would render the financial statements incom plete 
or m isleading. For these reasons, indigent defender boards are considered component units of 
the prim ary governm ent. The Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board is com prised 
of the parishes of A cadia, Lafayette and Verm illion. It was determ ined to be a component unit 
of the Lafayette City/Parish Consolidated Governm ent based on revenues received from and 
support provided by each parish's court system s. The accompanying financial statem ents present 
inform ation only on the funds maintained by the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender 
Board. 

Fund Account in~  

The accounts of the Board are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which 
is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of a fund are accounted for w ith a 
separate set of self-balancing accounts that com prise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, 
and expenditures, or expenses, as appropriate. The General Fund is the operating fund of the 
board. It is used to account for all financial resources not accounted for in the General Fixed 
A ssets Account Group. 

Fixed Assets and Lone-Term  lAabilities 

The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets and long-term liabilities 
associated with a fund are determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. 

The General Fund operations are accounted for on a spending or "financial flow " m easurem ent 
focus, and only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on its balance sheet. 

Fixed asse ts are accounted for in the General Fixed A ssets Account Group and are recorded as 
expenditures in the General Fund when purchased. No depreciation has been provided on 
general fixed assets. 

All fixed assets are stated at historical cost 

Basis of Accountina 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized in the 
accounts and reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tfining of 
the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

The General Fund is accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of accounting. Its revenues 
are recognized when they becom e m easurable and available as net current assets. Expenditures 
arc generally recognized when the related fund liability is incurred. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

Budeets and Budeetarv Accountlne 

"/'he Board follows these procedures in establishing the annual budget: 

The chief public defender prepares a proposed budget and subm its it to the m embers of the 
board of directors for their approval prior to the beginning of each year. 

Budgctary amendm ents involving an increase in attorney retainers, salaries, capita 
expenditures, or an increase in total expenditures require the approval of the board of directors 

A ll budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year 

The General Fund budget is adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting 
principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts are as originally adopted, or as amended from time to 
tim e by the Board. Such am endm ents were not material in relation to the original 
appropriations. The Board does not em ploy encum brance accounting. 

Total Cohm m  on Com bined Slalem en 

"/'he tota l colum n on the combined balance sheet is captioned "M em orandum O nly" to indicate 
that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this colum n does not present 
financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such 
data com parable to a consolidation. 

D ollar Signs 

All numeric data in the financial statem ents and accompanying notes are presented in U.S 
dollars. Dollar signs have been om itted. 

2. BAN K DEPO SITS AND INVESTM EN TS 

The Board may invest in direct United States Treasury obligations, U .S. Government Agency 
obligations guaranteed by the U .S. Government, time certificates of deposit of state banks 
organized under the law s of Louisiana and national banks having their principal office in the 
State of Louisiana, and investm ents as stipulated in LSA-R.S. 39:2955. 

At December 31, 1998, bank deposits totaling $100,000 were insured by the FDIC. Bank deposit 
balances totaling $118,535 were collateralized with securities held by the pledging financial 
institution (not in the Board's name), and $54,761 of deposit balances were uninsured and 
uncollateralized. 

3. V EIIICULAR V IO LATION FEES AN D BO ND  FORFEITUR ES R ECEIVABLE 

This is the aggregate am ount due from the various courts and district attorney offices of the 
Fifteenth Judicial District for fees collected and bonds forfeited in 1998 and not rem itted as of 
December 31. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTIN UED) 

4. CItAN G ES IN G ENER AL FIXED ASSETS 

General fixed assets are com prised of office furniture and equipm ent. The follow ing is a 
sum m ary of changes in the general fixed assets account group for 1998. 

Balance D ecem ber 31, 1997 
Additions 
Retirem ents 
Balance D ecem ber 31, 1998 

5. R ETIREM EN T SYSTEM  

The Board m aintains no retirem ent system 

6. CO M PENSA TED A BSEN CES  

49,360 
5,227 

544~115 

No accrual has been m ade for vacation or sick pay due to the insignificance of the am ounts 

involved. 

7. R ECLASSIFICATIO N O F PRIO R YEAR AM O UN TS 

Certain am ounts reported in the prior year have been reclassified for comparative purposes w ith 
current year am ounts. 

8. R ISK M AN A G EM ENT 

The Board is exposed to risks of loss in the areas of general liability, malpractice, property 
hazards and workers' compensation. General liability, property hazards and workers' 
com pensation risks are handled through the purchase of com mercial insurance. There were no 
significant reductions in insurance coverage during 1998 and settlements have not exceeded 
insurance coverage in any of the past three years. M alpractice risks are uninsured. The Board 
is unaware of any outstanding claim s or losses as of December 31, 1998. There were no 
outstanding claim s as of December 31, 1997, and no claim s were paid during 1998. 



212 HEYM ANN BLVD. 
LAFAYETTE. LA 70503 

J. L. SONNIER 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

(318) 235-8188 
FAX: (318) 233-2354 
P.ES.: (318) 984-5928 

R EPO R T O N CO M PLIANCE AND O N INTERNA L CO NTRO L 
O VER FIN AN CIAL R EPO R TIN G BASED O N AN AUD IT O F FINAN CIAL 

STATEM ENTS PER FO RM ED IN ACCO RD AN C E W ITH 
G O VERNhIEN T A UDITIN G STANDARDS 

Board of Directors 
Fifteenth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent Defender Board 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent 
Defender Board, a component unit of the Lafayette City/Parish Consolidated Government, as of 
and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, and have issued my report thereon dated Feb 19, 
1999. I conducted nay audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the 
sta ndards applicable to financial audits contained in Governnlent Auditing Standards, issued by 
the Comptroller General of the U nited States. 

Com pliance 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Indigent 
D efender Board's general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, I 
perforlned tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and 
grants, noncom l)liance w ith which could have a direct and material effect on the determ ination 
of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance w ith those 

provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 
The results of lny tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported 
under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reoortin~ 
In planning and perform ing m y audit, I considered the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Indigent 
D efender Board's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine m y auditing 
procedures for the purpose of expressing m y opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents 
and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting, tlowevcr, I noted 
certain m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that 1 

consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to lny 
attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over 
financial reporting that, in my judgement, could adversely affect Fifteenth Judicial District 
Indigent Defender Board's ability to record, process, summ arize and report financial data 
consistent with the assertions of m anagem ent in the general purp ose financial statem ents. 
Reportable conditions are described in the accompanying schedule of audit findings as item 98-1. 



A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the 
internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents 
in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being 
audited may occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by employees in the norm al course 
of perform ing their assigned functions. M y consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control that m ight be 
reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions 
that are also considered to be m aterial weaknesses. However, 1 believe none of the reportable 
conditions described above is a m aterial weakness. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the board of directors, managem ent, 
the Lafayette City/Parish Consolidated Governm ent, grantor agencies and the lx:gislative Auditor 
and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

February 19, 1999 



FIFTEEN TH JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT IN D IG ENT DEFEND ER BO ARD 

Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings and 
M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan 

Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

I. Prior Year Findings: 

C om pliance 

There are no findings that are required to be reported under the above 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 

Inadequate Segregation of Accounting Functions 

Finding: 
D ue to the small num ber of em ployees, the D istrict did not have adequate segregation of 
functions within the accounting system . 

Status: 
U nresolved. See item 98-1 

11. Current Year Findings and M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan: 

C om pliance 

There are no findings that are required to be reported under the above 

lnlenm l Control O ver Financial Reporling 

Item 98-I - Inadequate Segregation of Accountiug Functions 

Finding: 
D ue to the small num ber of em ployees, the D istrict did not have adequate segregation of 
functions within the accounting system . 

M anagem ent's corrective action plan: 
M anagem ent has determ ined that it is not cost effective to achieve complete segregation of duties 
w ithin the accounting department. No plan is considered necessary. 



FIFTEENTH JUD ICIAL DISTRICT IN D IG ENT DEFEND ER BO ARD 

BO ARD M EM BER CO M PENSATIO N 
D eceinber 31, 1998 

The m em bers of the board of directors of the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board 
serve on a voluntary basis and receive no form of com pensation for those duties. 



FIFTEENTtt JUDICIAL DISTRICT IND IG ENT DEFEND ER BO AR D 

Supplem entary Inform ation 
Year 2000 Issue (Unaudited) 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data processing system s and 
other electronic equipm ent that m ay adversely affect the government entity's operations as early 
as fiscal year 1999. 

The Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board has completed an inventory of com puter 
system s and other electronic equipment that m ay be affected by the Year 2000 Issue and that are 
necessary to conducting the Board's operations. Based on this inventory, the Board is in the 
rem ediation stage for the financial reporting system s. No contracts for software and hardware 
have been let as of December 31, 1998. Testing and validation of the systems will need to be 
com pleted after the software and hardware are purchased and installed. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 lssue, its effects and the success of related 
rem ediation efforts will not be fidly determ inable until the year 2000 and thereafter. 
M anagem ent cannot assure that the Board is or w ill be year 2000 ready, that the Board's 
rem ediation efforts w ill be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with whom the Board 
does business will be year 2000 ready. 


