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STAGN] & C OM PANY LLC  

IN D EPEND EN T A UDITOR 'S REPOR T 

Honorable W alter Naquin, Jr. 
District Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

W e have audited the acco m panying general-purpose financial statem ents of the District Attorney 
of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These general purp ose financial statem ents 
arc the responsibility of the District Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict, Lafourche 
Parish, Louisiana's m anageraent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these general- 
purp ose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

Exee pt as discussed in the following paragraph, we co nducted  our audit in aee~ordance with 
generally accepted auditing standar ds and the stan dards applicable to financial audits contained  in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those 
standards require that we plan and perform  the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether 
the financial statem ents are free  of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the am ounts an d disclosures in the financial statem euts. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used  and significant estim ates m ade by m an agem ent, 
as well as evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit 
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

Govern m ental A cco unting Standard s Board Technical Bulletin 98-1, D isclosures about Year 
2000 lssues, requires disclosure of certain m atters regarding the year 2000 issue. The District 
Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana has included  such 
disclosures in N ote 14. Because of the unpreced ented  nature of the year 2000 issue, its effects 
and the success of related  rcm ed iation efforts w ill not be fully detenuinable until the year 2000 
and thereafter. Accordingly, insufficient audit evidence exists to support the D istrict A ttorney of 
the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana's disclosures w ith respect to the 
year 2000 issue m ade in N ote 14. Further, w e do not provide assurance that the District Attorn ey 
of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana is or will be year 2000 ready, 
that the District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana's year 
2000 rem ediation efforts will be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with which the 
D istrict Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana does business 
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ltonorable W aller N aquin, Jr. 
District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial DistTict 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 
Page 2 

w ill be year 2000 ready 

In our" opinion, except for tire effects of such adjustment, if any, as might have beea determined to 
be necessary had we been able to exam ine evidence regarding year 2000 disclosures, the gea eral- 
purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial 
position of the District Attoru ey oflhe Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana as 
of Dcc ember 31, 1998, and the results of its operations for the year then ended , in conformity with 
generally accepted  accounting principles In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we 
have also issued  our report dated February 12, 1999 on our consideration of the District Altoru ey 
of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana's internal control over financial 
reporting and our tests of its co m pliance w iih certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts 
and grants. 

Thibodaux, Louisiana 
February  12, 1999 

STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC 



 



BEYENUT~  

DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIA L DISTRICT 

LA FO URCHE PA RISH, LO UISIA NA 

Com m issions 
Grant income 
Inlerest 
Total Revenues 

F=XPj~[~JTU RE~ 

Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
All Governmental Fund Types 

Current: 
General government - judicia 
Personnel services 
Travel and conventions 
OMce operations 
Dues and subscriptions 
Postage 
Pension benefits 
Insurance 
IV-D program expenditures 
Total current expenditures 

Capital outlay 
Debt Service : 
Principal 
Interest 

Total Expenditures 

Exce ss (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

Operating transfers in (out) 
~'otal other finaincing sources (uses 

For the year ended Dece mber 31, 1998 

General 
Fund 

$84,825 

2,387 
87,212 

23,752 
46,761 
19,183 
352 

73.502 

163,550 

20,807 

4,751 
386 

189.494 

Special 
Revenue 
Funds 

$411,634 
96,099 
7,460 

515.193 

247.897 

13,668 

9,000 
541 

2,231 
125,848 
399.183 

399.183 

Total 

(Memorandum 
Only) 

$496,459 
96,099 
9.847 

602.405 

247,897 
23,752 
60,427 
19,183 
9,352 
541 

75,733 
125,848 
562,733 

20,807 

4,751 
386 

588.677 

102,282) 116,010 13,728 

81,000 
81.000 

(80,998) 
(80,998) 

2 
2 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
AND OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
OVER EXPENDITURES AND OTHER 
FINANCING USES (21,282) 35,012 13,730 

FUND BALANCES 
Beginning of year 
End of year 

117,310 
$96,028 

448,354 
$483,366 

See notes to financial statements 

565,664 
$579.394 

Stalem ent B 



DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIA L DISTRICT 
LA FO URC HE PA RISH, LO UISIA NA 

REVENUES 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 

Budget (Non-GAAP) and Actual - General Fund 

Com missions 
Interest 
Total Revenues 

E,,Y~P~  N D IT UJ:~.F~  

Current: 
General government - judicial 
Travel and conventions 
Office operations 
Dues and subscriptions 
Postage 
Court costs 
Insurance 
Total current expenditures 

Capital outlay 
Debt Service: 
Principal 
Interest 

Total Expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1998 

Budget 

$85,000 
2,000 

Actua 

$77,455 
2,387 

87.000 79.842 

22,200 
67,850 
12,500 

700 
300 

74,300 
177,850 

5,000 

0 
O 

182,850 

23,752 
45,897 
13,183 

352 

(315) 
69,404 
152,273 

20,807 

4,751 
386 

178,217 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

($7,545) 
387 

(7,158) 

(1,552) 
21,953 

(683) 
348 
615 

4,896 
25.577 

(15,807) 

(4,751) 
(386) 

4.633 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures (95,850) (98,375) (2,525) 

Operating transfers in (out) 81.000 81.000 0 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENEUS 
AND OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
OVER EXPENDITURES AND OTHER 

FINANCING USES (14,850) (17,375) (2,525) 

EUND BALANCES 
Beginning of year 
End of year 

91,200 
$76,350" 

117,310 
$99,935 

See notes to financial statements 

26.110 
$23,585 

Statem ent C 



DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
LA FO URCHE PA R ISH , LO UISIA NA 

REVENUE~ 

Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
Budget (Non-GAAP) end Actual -Special Revenue Funds 

Comm issions 
Grant Incom e 
Interest 
Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURE~ 

Current: 

General government - judicia 
Personnel services 
Office operations 
Postage 
Pension benefits 
Insurance 
IV-D program expenditures 
Total current expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

Budget 

373,400 
77,000 
6,675 

457.075 

245,548 
17,700 

750 
0 

3,000 
96,200 
363.198 

93,877 

Actual 

369,746 
96,099 
7,460 

473,305 

243,805 
16,046 
9,000 
541 

2,231 
97.897 
369,520 

103.785 

Statem ent 6-1 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

3,654) 
9,099 
785 

6,230 

1,743 
1,654 
(8,250) 
(541) 
769 

(1,697) 
(6,322) 

9.908 

Operating transfers in (out) (68,000) (81,000) (13,000) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
AND OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
OVER EXPENDITURES AND OTHER 
FINANCING USES 25,877 

FUND BALANCES 
Beginning of year 
End of year 

430.054 
$ 455.931 

22,785 

448,354 
$ 471,139 

See notes to financial statements 

(3,092) 

18.300 
15.206 



D ISTRIC T A TTORNE Y OF TIfE SE VEN TIiI~N 7II 
JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 
Lafourehe Parish, Lonisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

N ote 1 SUM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G POLI(~TES 

A s provided  by Article V . Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the 
District Attorn ey has charge of every crim inal prosecution by the state in his 

district, is the representative of the state before the grand jury in his district, and is 
the legal advisor to the grand jury. He performs other duties as provided by law. 
The District Attorney is elected by the qualified electors of the judicial district for 
a term of six years. The judicial district enco mpasses I.afourche l'arish, 
Louisiana. 

The financial statem ents of the D istrict Attorney of the Sevenlccnth Judicial 

District (District Attorney), Lafourcbe Parish, Louisiana have been prepared  in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
govern m ental units. The Govern m ental A ccounting Standards Board is the 
accepted  standard-setting body for establishing governm ental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. The m ore significant acco unting policies of the 
District Attorn ey are described below : 

A . Reporting Entity 

For financial reporting purposes, in co nformance w ith GA SB Codification 
Section 2100, the D istrict Attorn ey is a part of the district co urt system of 
the State of Louisiana. The GA SB has established  several criteria for 
determining the govern m ental reporting entity and com ponent units that 
should be included within the reporting entity. Since, The District 
Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, l,ouisiana 
is an independently elected official, is legally separate and fiscally 
independent, the District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District is a 
separate governm ental reporting entity. There are unreco rded financial 

transactions between the Lafourche l'arish Council (the Council) and the 
District Attorn ey where the Council provides office space and certain 
other operating expenditures for the District Attorney. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TIfE SE VEN TEEN TII 
JUD ICIAL D ISTRIC T 

Lafourcfie Parish, Lonisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 1 SUhJM AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G POLICIES 

A. Reporting Entity, (Continued) 

(Continued) 

Financial acco untability is determined  by applying criteria established  by 
tile GA SB as listed below : 

~ Financial benefit or burden 

~ Appointment of a voting majority 
~ hnposition of w ill 
~ Fiscally dependent 

Tile above identified transactions between the District Attorn ey and the 
Parish Council are m andated by state statue and do not reflect fiscal 
dependency; thereby, they do not reflect financial acco untability. The 
other three criteria of financial accountability do not pertain to the District 
Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District when applying them as a 
m eans of identifying potential com ponent units of the Lafourche Parish 
Council. 

The D istrict Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche 
Parish, Louisiana, includes all funds, account groups and activities, et 
cetera, that are w ithin the oversight responsibility of the District Attorney. 
Other local governm ental units over which the District Attorney exercises 
no oversight responsibility are excluded from the accom panying financial 
statem ents. These units arc considered  separate reporting entities and 
issue financial statem ents separate from those of tile parish D istrict 
A ttorn ey. 



DIS TRICT A TTORNE Y OF TIlE SE VEN TEEN TIi 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Lafourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 1 SU]~IM A R Y OF SIGN IFICA N T A CCO UN TIN G POLICIES. (Continued 

B. Fund Accounting 

Tim D istrict Attorn ey uses funds and acco unt groups to report on its 
financial position and the results of its operations. Fund acco unting is 
designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial 
m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to ec rlain governm ent 
functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate acco unting enlity with a self-balancing set of 
acco unts. An account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting 
device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities 
that are not recorded  in lhe funds because they do not direc tly affect net 
expendable available financial resources. 

Funds are classified  into three categories: governm ental, proprietary, and 
fiduciary . Furtherm ore, each category is divided into separate "fire d 
types." The funds w hich the D istrict A ttorney use are governm co tal funds. 

Governm ental funds account for the District Attorney's general activities, 
including the co llection and disbursem ent of spec ific or legally restricted  
m onies, and the acquisition of general fixed  assets. The D istrict Attorn ey's 
governm ental funds include: 

G eneral Fund - The G eneral Fund w as established  in com pliance with 
Louisiana Revised  Statute 15:571.1 l, which provides that 12 per cent of ~t~c 
fines co llected  and bonds forfeited  be transm itted  to the District Attorn ey to 
defray the necessary  expenses of his office. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TItE SE VEN TEEN TII 
JUDICIAL D ISTRICT 

l,afourehe Parish, Lonisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued ) 

Note 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

B. Fund Accounting (Continued) 

_Special Revenue Funds: 

Assessm ent Fund - The A ssessm ent Fund is used  to ace ount for all 
fees collected  in acco rdance with Louisiana Revised  Statute 16:16, 
which authorizes tile collection of an amount not to exceed  $20.00 
from every defendant who is convicted after trial or other plea of 
guilty or who forfeits his bond. These costs are to be ill addition to 
all other fines, co sts, or forfeitures im posed  by law . 

W orthless Cheeks Fund - The W orthless Check Collection Fee 
Special Revenue Fund co nsists of fees co llec ted  in acco rdance  with 
Louisiana Revised  Statute 16:15, which provides for a specific fee 
whenever the District Attorney's offi ce co llects and processes a 
worthless check. Expenditures from this fund are at the sole 
discretion of the District Attorney and m ay be used  to defi'ay tile 
salaries and the expenses of the offi ce of the District Attorn ey, but 
m ay not be used to supplem ent the salary  of the District Attoru ey. 

Child Support Incentive Fund - The Child Support Incentive Fund is 
used  to acco unt for payanents received  from  the Louisiana 
Deparhnent of Social Services which co nsist of 15 per cent of all 
am ounts co llected and required  to be distributed , as provided  in 
Section 456 of the Social Security Act, to red uce or repay assistance 
paym ents. 

A sset Forfeiture Fund - The Asset Forfeiture Fund is used to 
acco unt for the District Attorn ey's portion of m onies and proceeds 

from the sale of property seized or obtained by judgment or 
settlem ent as a result of drug-related  activities. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TIlE SI~VEN TEEN TII 
JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 

Lafourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

NoW 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANTACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

B. Fund Acco unting (Continued) 

Soecial Revenue Funds (Continued ) 

Bond Forfeiture Fund - The Bond Forfeiture Fund is useA to account 
for the collection and disbursem ent of proceeds fi'om the forfeiture 
of District, Parish, and City Court bail and surety bonds for failure 
by a defendant to appear in co urt. The district attorn ey distributes 
the proceeds of the bond forfeitures in accordance with Louisiana 

Revised Statue 15:571.11 (L) and (M ). The District Attorney of the 
Seventeenth Judicial District's portion of these proceed s are left in 
tiffs fund until such tim e these funds arc need ed  in his general 
operating fund. 

FIN S Fund - The FIN S Fund consists of grant paym ents received  
from  the Louisiana Departm ent of Social Services to allow thc 
D istrict Attom ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District to adm inister 
and im plem ent Fam ilies in Need of Service s Program provided  by 
Title V II of the Louisiana's Children's Code. This program provides 
a co m prehensive fam ily-system s approach to addressing the social 

need s of juvenile offenders and their families. 

Title IV-D O ffi ce Fund - The Title IV-D Offi ce Fund consists of 
reim bursmnent grant paym ents from  the Louisiana Departm ent of 
Social Service s, authorized  by A ct 117 of 1975, to establish fam ily 
and child support program s com patible w ith Title IV-D of the Social 
Security A ct. The propose of file fund is to cnforce  the suppofl 
obligation owed by absent parents to their fam ilies and children, to 
locate absent parents, to establish patern ity, and to obtain fam ily and 
child support. 



DISTRIC T A TTORNE Y O F TItE SE VEN TEEN TIt 
JUD ICIAL DISTRICT 

Lafourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Note 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

B. Fund Acco unting (Continued) 

Snee ial Revenue Funds (Continued) 

Intervention Fund - The Intervention Fund acco unts for a program 
thai handles cases that the D istrict Attorn ey's Offi ce feels would be better 
served  out of the court system . These cases consist of people charged  with 
m isdem eanors, traffi c tickets, or m inor felonies. The offenders agree to 
serve a probation period rather than entering the co urt system and having a 
crim inal co uvicfion on their reco rd. The revenues are generated  through 
fees paid by the offenders placed in this program . The expenditures will 
co nsist of salaries of investigators assigned  to this program and various 
offi ce expenditures. 

Victim s A ssistance Fund - The Victim s A ssistance Fund accounts 
for am ounts received  fi'om the State in accordance w ith Louisiana Revised 

Statuel 6:17 to create in each judicial district a victims assistance program. 
The purpose of this program is to assist victim s and their fam ilies through 

the entire criminal justice process and to facilitate the delivery of victims' 
services and rights as provided by law . The expenditures of this fund 
consist of salary and related  benefits for a full-tim e victim s assistance 
coordinator. 

The account groups presented in the acco m panying financial statem ents 
are the G eneral Fixed Asset A ccount Group and the General Long-Term 
Debt A ccount Group. The general fixed asset acco unt group is established 
to acco unt for all fixed assets of the D istrict Attorn ey of the Seventeenth 
Judicial D istrict, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana. The general long-term debt 
account group is established to account for all unm atured  general long- 
term liabilities of the Districl Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District, 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TIlE SI~IZEN TEEN TII 
JUD ICIA L DISTR ICT 

Lafourche Parish, Lonisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statelnco ts (Continued) 

N ote 1 SUM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN TA CCO UN TIN G POLICIES. fContinued, 

C. Basis of A cco unting 

The acco unting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is 
determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. All governm ental funds arc 
acc ounted for using a CHITenl financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ilh 
this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and liabilities generally arc 
included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents of these funds present 

increases (i.e. revenues and other financing uses) and decreases (i.e. 
expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

A ll governm ental fund types use the m odified accrual basis of acco unting. 
Under the m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized 

when susceptible to accrual (i.e. when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of tile transaction can be 
deterlnined and "available" m eans the am ount is collectible w ithin the 
current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of tile 
current period. Expenditures are reco rded when the related fund liability 
is incurred. 

Those revenues susceptible to accrual include: grant revenues and fines 
and assessm ents that are collected  by another govermnental body on the 
D istrict Attorn ey's behalf. Interest earn ed is recorded  when credited  to the 
D istrict Attorn ey's acco unt. Fees for collecting worthless checks and for 
prc-t,'ial intervention are recorded when co llected by the District 
Attorn ey's office. Bond forfeitures and A sset forfeitures arc also reco rded 
when collected by the District A ttorney's office. 

13 



N ote 1 

DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TIlE SE VEN TEEN Tlt 
JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

M AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUN TING l'OLICIES, fContlnue~d 

D . Bud cgc~s 

Budgets are adopted on a cash basis which is not consistent with generally 
accepted accounting principles. Annual appropriated budgets are adopted 
for the general fund and special revenue funds. All annual appropriations 
lapse at fiscal year end. Formal budgetary integration is em ployed as part 
of tile accounting system , and the budget is am ended by supplem ental 
appropriations as needed to com ply with state law . 

Encum brances represent com m itm ents related to unperform ed  contracts 
for goods or services, qlle D istrict Attorney's office does not use an 

encum brance system . 

E. Cash and Cash Eouivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents include dem and deposits of tile District 
Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District. 

F. Receivables 

The receivable am ounts are m ade up of fines and fees collected by other 
govern m ents to be rem itted to the District Attorney's O ffice and am ounts 
due on reim bursem ent grants. N o reserve for uneollectables is considered 
necessary for these receivables. 

G . Fixed A ssets 

General fixed  assets are not capitalized in the governm ental funds used to 
acquire them . Instead, capital acquisition is reflected as an expenditure in 
the governm ental funds, and the related assets are reported in the general 
fixed asset account group. All purchased fixed assets by the District 
Attorn ey are valued at acquisition cost. All other fixed assets used in the 
District Attorn ey's office are provided by the Lafourche Parish Council 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TIlE SE VEN TI~I~N TI! 
JUD ICIA L D ISTRICT 

I.afourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote I SUM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G POLICIES 

G. Fixed Assets (Continued) 

(Continued) 

and are accounted  for in the general fixed  asset account group of the 
Council. 

The co sts of norm al m aintenance and repairs that do not add to tile value 
of the asset or m aterially extend asset lives are not capitalized. 

Assets in the general fixed  asset acco unt group arc not depreciated  

H . Long-Term D ebt 

Long-term obligations expected to be financed from  the General Fund arc 
reported  in the general long-term debt acco unt group. Expenditures for 
principal and interest payanents for long-tenn obligations are recognized in 
the G eneral Fund when due. 

Com nensated A bsences 

The District Attorney has an informal policy for vacation and sick leave. 
Present clerical em ployees are allow ed 10 days of vacation each year and 
10 days of sick leave each year. Vacation and sick leave do not 
accum ulate or vest; therefore, no liability for com pensated  absences is 
recorded. 



N ote 1 

D ISTRIC T A ITORNE Y O F TItE SE I/EN TEEN TIt 
JUD ICIAL DISTRICT 

Lafourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notcs to the Financial Statements (Continued ) 

SUM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G POLICL 

nlerfund Transactions 

(Conthtued) 

Quasi-external transactions arc accounted for as revenucs or cxpendihu'cs. 
Inlerfund transactions on the other hand are reported as transfers. Non- 
recurring or non-roufine permanent transfers of eq uity arc reported as 
residual eq uity transfers. All other interfund transfers arc reported as 

operating transfers. 

K. Fund Equity 

R eserves 

Rcserves represented  those portions of fund equity not appropriablc for 
expenditure or legally segregated for a specific future use. 

Designated Fund Balances 

D esignated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financial 

resources. 

L. M em orandum Only - Total Colum ns 

The total colum n on the com ponent unit financial statem ents is captioned 

M emorandum Only (overview) to indicate that it is presented only to 
facilitate financial analysis. D ala in this colum n does not present financial 
position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 
N either is such data com parable to a consolidation, lnterfund elim inations 
have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TItE SI~'VEN TI~EN TIt 
JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 

Lafourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued ) 

N oW 2 D EPOSIIS 

Under state law , the District A ttorney m ay deposit funds w ithin a fiscal agent 
bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other 
state in tile U nion, or the laws of the Unilcd States. Furlhcm aore, tile D istrict 
Attorn ey m ay invest in certificates and tim e deposits of state banks organized 
under 1,ouisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in 
Louisiana. 

State law also requires that deposits be fully collateralized  at all tim es. Aec cptable 
collateralization includes the $100,000 FD1C/FSLIC insurance and the m arket 
value of securities purchased and pledged. Obligations of tile United States, the 
State of Louisiana and certain political subdivisions are allowed as security for 
deposits. Obligations furnished  as security m ust be held by tile District Attorney 
or with an unaffiliated  bank or trust com pany for the account of the District 
Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict. 

U nder the provision of GA SB, pled ged  securities, which are not in the nam e of 
the governm ental unit, are considered uncollateralized. 

A sum m ary of cash and cash equivalents and file security pledged to them are 
listed as follow s: 

Cash and cash equivalents - carrying am ount $ 563,153 

B ank balance of deposits 573,347 

Portion insured by FDIC/FSLIC 108,942 

B alance unsecured and uneollateralizcd under G A SB provision 464,405 

Pledged securities under Louisiana law 523,829 

Anlounl unsecured under Louisiana law $ 0 



D ISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TIlE SE I/EN TEEN TIt 
JUD ICL4L D ISTRICT 

1.afourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statelnents (Continued) 

Changes in the general fixed asset account group during the year are sum m arized 
as follows: 

BA LAN CE BALAN CE 
12/31/97 A DDITION S RETIREM ENTS 12/31/98 

Autom obiles $ 16,929 $ 16,032 $ 0 $ 32,961 
Furn iture & Fixtures 133,257 4,775 0 138,032 

Leasehold 
Im provem ents 4,204 0 0 4,204 

Totals $ 154,390 $ 20,807 $ 0 $ 175,197 

Note 4 POST-EM PLO YM EN T ILEAL TH  CARE AND LIFE INSURAN CE 
BENEFITS 

Tile D istrict Attorney currently pays the em ployee portion of health care and life 
insurance benefits and the parish council pays the em ployer portion. There is no 
formal policy concern ing retiree benefits, but the District Attorney w ill continue 
to pay the retiree's portion upon request. The District Attorn ey paid $3,340 in 
post-retirem ent benefits for health insurance on behalf of one retiree at Decem ber 
31, 1998. 

N ote 5 LITIGA TION  AND CLAIM S 

At Decem ber 31, 1998, there is no litigation pending against the District Attorn ey 
that is susceptible to accrual in accordance with statem ents of Financial 
Accounting Standards No. 5. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TIlE SE VEN TEEN Tlt 
JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 

Lafourehe Parish, I,ouisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued ) 

A ll individuals who w ork at the District Attorn ey's offi ces are paid by the 
Lafourehe Parish Council and arc consequently m em bers of the Lafourehe Parish 
Em ployees Retirem ent System . The District Attorney and assistant District 
Attorneys are m em bers of the Louisiana District Attorneys Retirem ent System , 
GA SB requires certain disclosure for em ployers who m aintain rctirelncnt plans 
for their em ployees. A ll individuals at the District Attonley's offi ce are 
com pensated by others who disclose the required retirem co t plan information in 
their separately issued financial statem ents. Both retirem ent plans m entioned 
above are adm inistered and controlled by separate boards of trustees. 

N ote 7 EXPENDITURES OF TH E DISTRICT A TTORNE Y 
N O T IN CLUDED IN  TH E FINAN CIAL STA I~M EN TS 

The accom panying financial statem ents do not include certain expenditures of the 
D istrict A ttorn ey paid out of the funds from the Lafourche Parish Crim inal Court 
Fund, the Lafourche l'arish Council or directly by the state. The salaries of thc 
District Attorney and the assistant District Attorn eys are paid by the state and the 
Lafourche Parish Council. The salaries of the office staff are paid by the 
Lafourche Parish Council. Also portions of rent, health insurance, and 1V-D 
program expenditures are paid or absorbed by the Lafourche Parish Council. At 
Decem ber 31, 1998, the am ouftt of the expenses paid or absorbed  by these other 
agencies has not bcen determined. 
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DISTRICT A TTORNI~. Y OF TItE SE IZEN TEEN TIt 
JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 

Lafourche l'arish, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Contiuued) 

N ote 8 B UD GE TA R Y REPOR TIN G 

The accom panying Sttem ents of Revenues, Expenditures an Changes in Fund 

Balances - Budget (Non-GAAP Basis) and Actual, presents comparisons of lhe 
District Attorney's adopted budget 0nore fully described in Note 1) with actual 
data on a budgetary basis The budget is prepared on a cash basis which is not 
G A A P. 

! ~ i ii! ~!i~ ~ii~i~i~ ji~!i~!i~ ii~ili i~~ !~ii~i~ii~!~i~ii 
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DISTRIC T A TTORN E Y OF TIlE SE VEN TEEN TII 
JUD ICIA L DISTRICT 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to tim Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 9 EXPENDITURES - EXCESS OF A CTUA L O VER B UD GE TE1) 

Individual funds had actual expendilures over budgeted expenditures for tile year 
ended Decem ber 31, 1998 as described below : 

Fund Budget Actual Unfavorable 
i V ariance 

Special Revenue Funds~ ' $135,358 $ 138,287 $ (2,929) 
ASsessment F~ d , 

wo,~Ul~s~,ch~ck F~a $ 1,250 $ 9,023 $ (7,773) 

Asset Forfeiture Fund $ 1,500 $ 1,692 $ (192) 

F.I.N.S. Fund $ 13,450 $ 13,773 $ (323) 

Victims Assistance Fund $ 25,956 $ 26,912 $ (956) 

N ote 10 D EFERRED COM PENSA TION  PLAN  

In 1993, em ployees of tile District Attorney's Offi ce, through tim Parish, began to 
parlicipate ill a deferred com pensation program . The D istrict Attorn ey's office 
coutributed to tbis deferred com pensation plan in 1995 on behalf of their 
em ployees, regardless of w hether tim em ployee participated ill the program . 

The practice of the D istrict Attorn ey's offi ce contributing to the deferred 
com pensation plan was discontinued during tile 1995 fiscal year; however, 
em ployees are still able to continue through payroll deductions through their 
parish payroll. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TltE SE VEN TEEN TII 
.IUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 

I.afourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to tim Financial Statements (Continued) 

Note 10 DEFERRED COM PENSATION PLAN (Conthtued) 

The 1,ouisiana Deferred Com pensation Plan serves as adm inistrator and has tile 
responsibility for m aintaining a deferred account w ith respcct to each participant's 
account in accordance w ith tlle participant's investm ent specification. 

N ote 11 IN TER FUND RECEIVABLES/PA YABLES 

Interfhnd receivables and payables for the individual funds at Decem ber 31, 1998 
w ere: 

INDIV rE RVUND INTERFUND 
i!'!! ':i i~ CEIVABLE :-: PAYABLE 

J 

~ n~ $ 1,028 
~i !~iiill~ 

!m ent Ffind 4,093 

!!! :~
onai ~fe i:!~:~i}i!i~i!~iiiiii~!i;iiii ii:ii;~i~}%!i!~i 2,381 

$ 7,502 
; x 

157 $ 7,502 $ 7,502 

N ote 12 OPERA TIN G LEASES 

Tile District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District m aintained  operating 
Icascs for five autom obiles. The lease term for each of these leases is for 36 
m onths beginning on the date the lease is signed. Lease paym cuts m ade for the 
five vehicles totaled  $20,281 for the year ending December 31, 1998. The 
m onthly m iniraum lease rental for the five vehicles totaled $1,729. 



DISTRIC T A TTORNE Y O F TIlE SE I/EN TEEN Til 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Lafourche Parish, Lonisiana 

Noles to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 13 RISK  M A NA GM EN T 

IAA BILITY IN SU RAN CE 

The D istrict Attorney is exposed to various risks of loss related to tort, theft of, 

damage to, and destruction of assets; errors and omission; injuring to employees; 
and natural disasters. The District Attorn ey purchased the following com m ercial 
insurance policies for any and all claim s relating to the above types of risks: 

TYPE OF INSURANCE LIMITS [ DEDUCTIBLE 
Professional Liability $ 100,000/claim 

$ 300,000 aggregate $ 1,250/claim 

Personal Injmy $ 100,000/claim 
$ 300,000 aggregate $ 1,250/claim 

Criminal Proceedings $ 50,000/claim I $ 500/claim 
Disciplinary Proceedings $ lO,O00/claim I $ 500/claim 

The D istrict Attorney's paym ent of the deductible is the only liability associated 
w ith his general liability insurance. The Lafourche Parish Council is responsible 
for obtaining general liability, auto liability and worker's com pensation insurance 
for the District Attorn ey's offi ce and em ployees. 

ttEALTH IN SU RAN CE 

Thc Lafourche Parish Council provides health and life insurance to the D istrict 

Attorney's employees. However, the District Attorn ey does reimburse the 
Lafourche Parish Council for 50%  of 95%  of m edical and life insurance prelnium s 
paid on behalf of the D istrict Attorney's clerical staff and 100%  of the D istrict 
Atlom ey and A ssistant District Attorn ey's m edical and life insurance prem ium s. 
Settlem ents have nol exceeded insurance coverage in any of the three proceeding 

years. 
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DISTRICT A TTORNE Y O F TIlE SE VEN TEEN TIt 
JUD ICIAL D ISTR ICT 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued ) 

Note 14 LON G TERM  DEIIT 

The District Attorn ey entered into a prom issory note for the purchase of a ear during 
the fiscal year ending December 31, 1998. The interest oil the noted  is sim ple 
interest assessed on a variable rate basis at the rate per annum equal to 2%  over the 
index, resulting in an initial rate of 4.25%  per annum with m onthly installm ents of 
$428. The note m atures M arch 2000. The issuer holds as collateral security for 
repaym ent of the note one of the District Atlorncy's deposit acco unls in general 
fund. The issuer drafts the m onthly installm ents from this deposit acco unt; the 
deposit acx~ount balance at December 31, 1998 was $12,628. 

The following is a sum m ary of changes in the long-term obligations of the District 
Attorn ey for the year ending Decem ber 31, 1998: 

PAYABLE PAYABLE 
12~ 1~ 7 IN CURRED RETIRED 12/31/98 

N ote Payable $10,995 $ 0 $4,750 $6,245 

The annual requirem ents to amollize all notes outstanding at December 31, 1998 arc 
as follows: 

YEAR PRINCIPAL ] INTEREST ] TOTAL 

2000 4,965I 1,280 1729 5,137 1,289 
TOTALS $6,245 I $181 [ $6,426 
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D ISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TItE SE VEN TEEN TIi 
JUD ICIAL D ISTRIC T 

Lafom -che Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N 0 11~ 15 ]'EAR 2000 ISSUE 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shorlco m ings in m any electronic data 
processing system s and other electronic equipm ent that m ay adversely affect the 
governm ent's operations as early as fiscal year 1999. 

The District Attorn ey is in the rem ediation stage in that a program m er has been 
contracted w ith in preparation for year 2000 co m pliance.. The co sts are not 
know n at this ti,ne. Testing and validation of the system s will need to be 
com pleted  after the rem ediation. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 issue, its effects and the 
success of related rem ediation efforts w ill not be fully determinable until the year 
2000 and thereafter. M anagem ent cannot assure that the District Attorn ey is or 
w ill be Year 2000 ready, the District Attorn ey's rem ediation efforts w ill be 
successful in whole or in part, or that parties with whom the District Attorn ey, 
Lafourehe Parish, Louisiana does business will be year 2000 ready. 
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STAGNI & C OM PANY LLC 

R EPO R T O N C O M PLIAN CE A N D O N INTER N AL CO NTR O L 
O V ER FINA N C IA L R EPO R TIN G  BA SED O N A N A U D IT O F 
FINA N C IA L STA TEM EN TS PER FO R M ED IN A CC O RD A N CE 

W ITH G O VERN M EN T A UD ITIN G STAN DA RDS 

Honorable W alter N aquin, Jr. 
D istrict Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the D istrict Attorney of the Seventeenth 
Judicial D istrict, Lafourche Parish Louisiana as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 
1998, and have issued  our report thereon dated  February 12, 1999, which w as qualified 
because insufficient audit evidence exists to support the District Attoru ey of the 
Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish Louisiana's disclosures with respect to 
the year 2000 issue. Except as discussed in the preced ing sentence, w e conducted  our 
audit in accordance witb generally accepted  auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued  by the 
Com ptroller G eneral of the United States. 

Com pliance 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District Attorney of the 
Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish Louisiana's financial statem ents are free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct 
and m aterial effect on the determination of financial statem ent am ounts. How ever, 
providing an opinion on compliance with flaose provisions was not an objective of our 
audit and, accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests 
disclosed  no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported  under 
Gove172m ent Auditing Standards. 

Internal C ontrol O ver Financial Reporting 
In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the District A ttorney of the 
Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourehe Parish Louisiana's intern al control over financial 
reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 

207 LmAv[ AVENUE 
~Hff~ODAUX, LA 7030'1 

PHO'~I (504) 447-7226 
FAX (504) 446 3032 

141 ROBER1 E. LEE BLVD,, #213 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70124 

PHONE (504) 283 9830 
FAX (504) 286 3827 

28 
1'1 JAMES BLVD 

St. ROSE 

PHONt {504 
FAX (504 

Sune 210 
LA 70087 
468 2258 
464-'1473 

A PROFLSSIONAt Sl RVBCl ORGANIZATION 
MeMf~H/S: AICPA ~ LCPA 
EMAIL: stagni@stagni.com 
INTERNE]: http://www.sta8hi.corn 



l lonorable W alter Naquin, Jr. 
D istrict A ttorney of tl~e Scvcnte,znth Judicial D istrict 
l.afourehe Parish l,ouisiana 
Page 2 

opinion on tile financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on tile internal control 
over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in tile internal control over financial 
reporting that m ight be a lnaterial weakness. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which 
tile design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce 
lo a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in 
relation to tile financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a 
tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. 

W e noted no m atters involving the intern al control over financial reporting and its 
operation that we consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of, m anagem ent. However, this report is a 
m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

February 12, 1999 
Thibodaux, Louisiana 
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DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F TItE SEVENTEENTIt JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
LAFO URCH E PARISH , LO UISIANA 

Summary Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

A. SUM M ARY O F AUDIT RESULTS 

1. The auditor's report expresses a qualified opinion on the general-purpose financial 
statem ents of the District Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche 
Parish, Louisiana. The report was qualified due 1o the unprecedented nature of the 
effects of the year 2000 issue. 

2. No reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statem ents are reported in 
the Report on Com pliance and Internal Control over Financial Reporting Based on an 
Audit of Financial Statem ents in Accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards. 

3. N o instances of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statem ents of the D istrict 
Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District were disclosed during the audit. 

4. A m anagem ent letter was not issued in connection w ith the audit of the financial 
statem ents. 

There were no findings relating to the financial statem ents that are required to be reported in 
accordance w ith GAGAS. 
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DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F THE 

SEV ENTEENTH JUD IC IA L D ISTR ICT, 

LA FO URCHE PA RISH, LO UISIA NA 
M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1998 

SECTIO N I - INTERNAL CO NTRO L AND CO M PLIANCE 
MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

NONE NECESSARY 

SECTION II - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE 
M ATERIAL TO FEDERAL AW ARDS 

NOT APPLICABLE 

~ECTION III - MANAG EM ENT LETTER 
NO NE NECESSARY 



 

DISTRICT A TTO RNEY O F THE 

SEVENTEENTH JUDICIA L DISTRICT, 
LA FO URCHE PA RISH, LO UISIA NA 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

SECTION I - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COM PLIANCE 
MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

IONE 
SECTION II - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COM PLIANCE 

MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AW ARDS 

IONE 
SECTION Ill - MANAGEM ENT LETTER 
1997-1 BUDG ET CO M PLIANCE, UNFAVO RABLE VARIANCES - 

W e recommended that budget compliance be monitored 
RESO LVED 

more frequently in the funds (Assessment and IV-D Office) 
with unfavorable expenditure variances and all funds. 

1997-2 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN BUDGET PROCESS - 
W e recommended that the District Attorney's office publish 
notice that the budget is available for public inspection and 

UNRESOLVED 
'

The District Attorney 
did not publish notice 

notification of the date, tim e and place of the public hearing. 


