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Independent Auditor's R eport 

H onorable Jam ie Patrick 
M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court 
Baslrop, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of tile M orehouse Parish Clerk 
of Court, a com ponent unit of the M orehouse Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1999, 
and for the year then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose 
financial statem ents are the responsibility of the M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court's 
m anagement. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general ptupose 
financial statem ents based  on m y audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the U ni|ed 
States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material 
m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence slJpporling lhc 
am onuts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing the acconnting principles nsed  and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evahmting the overall financial statem ent presentation. 1 
believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred  to above present 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the M orehouse Parish Clerk of 
Court, as of June 30, 1999, and the results of its operations for the year thcn ended, 
in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 



M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Independent Auditor's Report, 
June 30, 1999 

M y audit was m ade for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents 
taken as a whole. The supplem ental inform ation schedules listed  in the table of contents are presented  
for the purpose of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose financial 
statem ents of the M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court. Such information, except for the sched ule on the 

Year 2000 Issue which is marked unaodited , has been subjected  to the auditing procedures applied in the 
attdit of the general puq)ose financial statem ents and, in m y opinion, is fairly presented  in all m aterial 
respects i,1 relation to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

The year 2000 st,pplem entary information on page 22 is supplem entary information reqnired  by the 
Govenunental Accounting Standards Board. I have applied  certain lim ited  proced ures, which consisled  
principally of inquiries of m anagem ent regarding the m ethods of m easurem ent and presentation of the 
Y ear 2000 supplem entary information. H ow ever, I did not audit the information and do not express an 
opinion on it. In addition, I do not provide assurance that the M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court is or will 
be year 2000 com pliant, that the M orehouse Parish Clerk of Conrt' s rem ed iafion efforts w ill be successfid 
in whole or in part, or that parties with which the M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court does business are or 
w ill becom e year 2000 com pliant. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued  reports dated July 23, 1999, on 
the M orehonse Parish Clerk of Court's compliance with law s, regulations, and contracts, and m y 
consideration of the agency's intern al control over financial reporting. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
Jt, ly 23, 1999 
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M OREHOU SE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

ALL FUN D TYPES AN D A CCOU NT GROU PS 

ASSETS AND OTH ER DEBITS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Receivables 
Other assets 
Prepaid expenses 
Office fitrnishings and equipment 
Amount 1o be provided for retiremea  
of general long- term obligations 

TOTAL ASSETS AND 
OTH ER DEBITS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
l)eposits due others 
Capital lease payable 
Compensated  absences payable 
Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity: 
Inveshnent in general fixed assets 
l~'und balance - unreserved  - 
undesignaled 
Total Fund Equity 

TOTAIJ LIABILITIES 
AND FUND EQUITY 

Com bined Balance Sheet, June 30, 1999 

GOVERNM ENTAL 
FUND TYPE - 
GENERAL 
FUND 

$175,501 
17,664 

500 
5,206 

FIDUCIARY 
FUND TYPE ~ 
AGENCY 
FUNDS 

$356,354 
33.009 

Sfalem ent A 

...ACCOUNT GROUPS... 
GENERAL GENERAL TOTAl, 
FIXED LONG TERM (MEMORANDUM 
ASSETS OBLIGATIONS ONLY) 

$371,506 

$531,855 
50,673 

500 
5.206 

371.506 

$61,486 61,486 

$3,679 

3.679 

195,192 
195.192 

389.363 

389.363 NONE 

$371,506 

$45,215 
16.271 
61.486 

NONE 371,506 NONE 

$3,679 
389,363 
45,215 
16.271 

454.528 

371,506 

195.192 
566.698 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

M OREHOUSE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 

Com bined Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures 
and Changes in Fund Balances 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

REVENU ES 
Licenses and perm its - marriage licenses 
lutergovernmental revenues - state funds - 
clerk's supplemental compensation 

Fees, charges, and comm issions for services: 
Court costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal documents 
Fee s for certified  copies of docum ents 
Crim inal fee s 
Court attendance 
U CC fees 
O ther 

Bond forfeilures 
Use of m oney and property - interest earnings 
O ther 

Total revenues 

EXPEND ITURES 

General government - judicial: 
Ctlrrent: 

Personal services and related  benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 

Cal)ital outlay 
Total expenditures 

EXCESS O F REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

O TIIER FINAN CING SO UR CE 
Proceeds from capital lease 

EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTH ER 
SOURCE OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUNI) BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF TIIE YEAR 

FUND BALANCE AT END  OF TH E YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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Slatem enl B 

$5,423 

11.825 

277,817 
155,865 
60,150 
23,004 
4,580 
56,970 
50,309 

742 
17,602 
13,006 

677,293 

422,178 
74,891 
29,353 
54,412 
82,100 
662.934 

14,359 

45.215 

59.574 

135.618 



 

M OREl-lOU SE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 

Slalem enI C 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(Non-GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For "the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

VARIANCF. 
FAVORABLE 

B13DGET ACTUAL {UN |~A'VORABLE) 

REVENU ES 
Licenses and permils - m arriage licenses 
lntcrgovernmental revenues - state funds - 
clerk's supplem ental com pensation 

Fees, charges, and comm issions for services: 
Court costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal documents 
Fees for certified  copies of documents 
Crim inal fees 
Court attendance 
UCC fees 
O lher 

Bond forfeitures 
Use of m oney and property - interest earnings 
Other 

Total revetm es 

EXPENDITURES 
General government - judicial: 

Current: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 

Capital outlay 
Total expenditures 

$5,040 

11,825 

279,300 
147,500 
58,025 
21,700 
4,100 
54,000 
38,235 

350 
13,670 
12,351 
646,096 

426,975 
116,874 
27,505 
42,055 
6~885 

620.294 

$5,423 $383 

11,825 

277,817 
155,865 
60,150 
23,004 
4,580 
56,970 
50,309 

742 
17,602 
13,006 
677,293 

422,178 
74,891 
29,353 
54,412 
36~885 
617.719 

(1,483) 
8,365 
2,125 
1,304 
480 

2,970 
12,074 

392 
3,932 
655 

31,197 

4,797 
41,983 
(1,848) 
(12,357) 
(30,000) 
2.575 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 25,802 59,574 33,772 

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING O F TH E YEAR 

FUND BALANCE AT END O F TIlE YEAR 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

212.063 135,618 (76,445) 



M OREHOU SE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

SUM M AR Y O F SIG N IFICAN T ACCO UN TIN G PO LICIES 

A s provided  by A rticle V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of coral 
serves as the ex-offieio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts, and shall 
have other duties and pow ers provided  by law . The clerk of court is elec ted for a term of four years. 

In April of 1984, the Financial Accounting Foundation established tile Govern mental Accounting 

Standards Board (GASB) to promulgate generally accepted acconnting principles and reporting standards 
with respec t to activities and transactions of state and local governm ent entities. The GA SB has issued 

a codification of govern mental acconnting and financial reporting standards (1997). This codification and 
subsequent GA SB pronouncem ents are recognized  as genera lly accepted accounting principles for state 
and local governm ent. 

A . R EPO R TIN G EN TITY 

A s the govenfing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the M orehousc 
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for M orehouse Parish. The financial 

reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for 
which primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for 
which the nature and significance of their relationship with the prim ary governm ent are 
such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading 
or incom plete. 

Govern mental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established  
criteria for determ ining which component units should be considered pan of the 
M orehonse Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for 
including a potential com ponent unit within the reporting entity is financial responsibility. 
The GA SB has set forth criteria to be considered  in determ ining financial accountability. 
This criteria includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's govern ing 
body, and: 

a 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on 
that organization and/or 

The polentia| for the organization to provide spec ific 
financial benefits to or im pose spec ific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

-8- 



M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

2 

3 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents 
would be m isleading if data of the organization is not included 
because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury maintains and operates tile parish courthouse ill which the 
clerk of court's office is located and provides partial fimding for equipm ent, furn iture and 
supplies of the clerk of court's office, the clerk of court was determined  to be a component 
unit of the M orehouse Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The 
accom panying financial statem ents present inform ation only on the fimds m aintained  by 

the clerk of court and do not present information1 on the police jury , the general 
govern m ent services provided by that governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units 
that com prise the financial reporting entity. 

B. FUND ACCO UN TING  

Tile clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
compliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related  to cerlain 
govennnent fim etions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accoonts that 
comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. All account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed  to provide accountability 
for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term obligations) that 
are not recorded  in the "fl,nds" because they do not direc tly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are concern ed  only with the m easurem ent of financial position, 
nol with the m easurem enl of results of operations. 

Fnnds are classified  into three categories; governm ental, proprietary , and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn , is divided into separate "fund types". Governm enta l flmds are 
used  to accounl for a govern m ent's general activities, where the focos of attention is on 
the providing of services to the public as opposed  to proprietary funds where the focus of 
attention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through serv ice charges or user fees. Fiduciary  funds are used  to account for assets held 
for others. The clerk of court's current opera tions require the ose of only govern m ental 
and fiduciary fim ds. The govenm lental and fiduciary fire d types used  by the clerk are 
described  as follow s: 



M orehouse Parish Clerk of Courl 

Baslrop, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

G eneral Fund 

Tile General Fund, as provided  by Louisiana Revised Stalute 
13:781, is the principal fire d of the clerk of court and is used to account for 
tile operations of tile clerk' s office. The various fees and charges due to the 
clerk's office are accounted for ill this fired. General operating 
expenditures are paid from this fire d. 

Fiduciary Funds - Agency Funds 

The A dvance D eposit and Registry of Court agency funds are used 
to account for assets held as all agent for others. Agency funds are 

custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement 
of results of operations. 

C. FIXED ASSETS AND IX )NG -TERM  O BLIGATIONS 

Fixed  assets used in governmental fired type operations (general fixed  assets) are 
accounted for ill the general fixed  assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. 

General fixed  assets provided by the parish police jury are recorded in the general fixed  
assets account group. Approxim ately 10 per cent of fixed  assets are valued  at estim ated  
historical costs based  on the actual costs of like item s while the rem aining 90 per cent are 
based  on actual historical costs. N o depreciation has been provided  on general fixed  
assets. 

Long-term obligations, such as capital leases payable are recognized  as a liability 
of a govern m ental fund only when due. The rem aining portion of snch obligations is 
reported  in the general long-term obligations account group. 

D . BASIS O F A CCO UN TIN G 

The financial reporting treatm ent applied  to a fund is determined  by its 
m easurem ent focus. A ll governm ental funds are accounted  for using a current financial 
resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included  on the balance shee t. Operating statem ents for 
these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

10- 



M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all governm ental and 
fiduciary fire d types. U nder the m odified  accrual basis of accounting, revenues are 
recognized  when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined  and 
"available" m eans collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter to be 
used  to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of court uses the follow ing practices 
in rec ognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 

R evenues 

Rec ordings, cancellations, court attendance, crim inal costs, and 
other fees, charges and com m issions for serv ices, are rec orded  in the year 
in w hich they are earn ed . 

Interest incom e on tim e deposits is rec orded  when the lim e deposits 
have m atured and the incom e is available. 

Substantially all other revenues are rec ognized w hen rec eived  by the 
clerk of court. 

Based  on the above criteria, recordings, cancellations, courl 
attendance, crim inal costs, and other fee s, charges, and com m issions for 
services are treated  as susceptible to accnml. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally rec ognized  under the m odified accru al 
basis of aec ounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

O ther Financing Sources  

Increases in capital leases are accounted for as other financing 
sources and are rec ognized  when the underlying events occur. 

E. BUD GET PRACTICES 

A proposed  budget, prepared  on the m odified  accru al basis of accounting, except 

for the exclusion of capital lease transactions (Non-GAAP), is published in the official 
jourual at least ten days prior to the public hearing. A public hearing is held at the 



M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court 
Baslrop, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

M orehouse Parish Clerk's office during the m onth of June for com m ents from taxpayers. 
The budget is then legally adopted by the clerk and am ended during the year, as necessary. 

The budget is established and controlled by the clerk at the object level of expcndilure. 
Appropriations lapse at year-end and m ust be reappropriated for tile following year to be 
expended . Encnm brance accounting is not utilized by the clerk. 

Formal budgetary integration is employed  as a m anagem ent control device during 
tile year. Budgeted am ounts inclnded in the accompanying financial statements include file 
original adopted budget am ounts and all subsequent am endm ents. 

CASH AND CASII EQUIVALENTS 

U nder stale law , the clerk of conrl m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest 
bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits with state banks 
organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. 

At June 30, 1999, the clerk of court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 
$531,855, as follows: 

Petty Cash 
D em and D eposits 
Tim e D eposi|s 

Total 

$100 
221,755 
310.000 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. U nder state law , 
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be secured by fed eral deposit insurance 
or the pled ge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the 
pled ged securities plus tile federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal tile am ount on 
deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the nam e of the pledging 
fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. 

Cash and cash equivalents (bank balances) at June 30, 1999, are secured  as follows: 

Bank Balances 

Federal deposit insurance 
Pled ged  securities (uncollateralized ) 

Total 

$574,572 

$489,548 
405,000 

$894,548 

Because the pled ged securities are held by a custodial bank in tile nam e of the fiscal 
agent bank rather than in the nam e of the clerk, they are considered  uncollateralized 

- 12- 



M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Noles Io the Finaucial Statements (Continued) 

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, Louisiana 
Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise 
and sell the pled ged  securities within 10 days of being notified by the clerk of court that 
the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited  funds upon dem and. Further, LRS 39:1224 
states that securities held by a third party shall be deem ed  ro be held il~ tho clerk's nam e. 

G . VA CA TIO N AND  SICK LEAVE 

All employees of the clerk of court's office earn from ten to fifteen days of 
vacation leave each year, depending on length of service. Vacation lea ve m ust be taken 
during the year earned  and cannot be carried  forward to the following year. All elnployees 

of the clerk's office ea rn ten days of sick leave annually. A maxinmm of 420 hours (60 
days) sick leave may be accumulated and carried  forward to the succeeding calendar year. 
U nder the clerk's current policy, em ployees are not paid for accum ulated sick leave upon 
termination of employm ent. H owever, the policy of the prior adm iuistration allowed  for 
sick leave to be accrued at an unlim ited am otu~t and that employees would be paid for their 
tim e upon separation froln employm ent. The compensated  absence payable reflecled  on 
Statem ent A is the balance of sick leave rem aining from the prior adm inistration. 

At Jtme 30, 1999, employees had accumulated and vested $16,271 of employee 
leave benefits, com puted in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60. This am ounl 
is recorded  within the general long-term obligations account group. 

The cost of leave privileges, computed in accordance w ith the previous 
codification, is rec ognized as a current year expenditure w ithin the General Fund when 

leave is actually taken. 

II, R ISK  M AN AG EM EN T 

The clerk is exposed  to various risk of loss related  to torts; theft of, dam age to, and 

destnlction of assets; errors and omissions; and injuries to employees. To handle such risk 
of loss, the clerk m aintains com m ercial insurance policies covering his autom obile, 
professional liability and surety bond coverage. In addition to the above policies, the clerk 
also m aintains an errors and om issions claim s paid policy w ith the Lo uisiana Clerks of 
Court Risk M anagem ent Agency. N o claim s were paid on any of the policies during the 
past three years which exceeded the policies' coverage am ounts. There were no significant 
reductions in insurance covera ge during the year ended June 30, 1999. 

- 13- 



M orehouse Parish Clerk of Cot, rt 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Notes 1o the Financial Slatements (Contint, ed) 

TO TA L CO LUM N O N TH E BALAN CE SH EET 

The total column on tile balance sheet is captioned M emorandum Only (overview) 
to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. D ata in this cohmm  does 
not present financial position in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
N either is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations have no! been 
m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

2. R ECEIVABLES 

The receivables of $50,673 as of June 30, 1999, are as follows 

C lass of Receivable 

Suils and successions 
Recordings, Cancellations, M ortgages, etc 
Courl Attendance 
Crim inal Fees 
M iscellaneous 

CIIAN G ES IN  G ENER AL FIXED A SSETS 

General Agency 
Fund Funds Total 

$33,009 
$14,112 

440 
557 
2555 

$33,009 
14,112 

440 
$557 
2.555 

$17,664 $33,009 $50,673 

A sum m ary of changes in offi ce flm fishings and equipm ent follows 

Balance, July 1, 1998 
Additions 
D eletions 

Balance, June 30, 1999 

PENSIO N PLAN 

$289,406 
82,100 
N ON E 

Substantially all employees of the M orehouse Parish Clerk of Covrt are m embers of the I~ uisiana 
Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fond (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined  benefi! 
pension plan adm inistered by a separate board of tru stees. 

- 14- 



M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

A ll regular employees who are under the age of 60 at the tim e of original employm ent are required  
to participate in the System . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of cred ited 
service are entilled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final- 
average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. 
Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over tile 36 consecutive or joinexl mouths that 
produce the highest average. Em ployees who tenniuate w ith at least 12 years of serv ice and do uol 
w ithdraw their employee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accnled  to 
theirdateofterm ination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are eslablished  
or am ended by state statute. 

The System issues an anuual publicly available financial reporl that includes financial stalem ents 
and req uired supplem entary information for the System . That report m ay be obtained  by w riting to the 
Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 117z~5 Bricksom e Avenue, Suite B I, Balou 

Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Plan m em bers are required  by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered salary 
and theM orehousePafish Clerk of Court is req uired to contribtlte at an actuarially detenninext rate. The 
current rate is 10.0 percent of annual covered  payroll. Contributions to the System also include one- 

fourlh of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collec tible by 
the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the M orehouse Parish 
Clerk of Courl are established  and m ay be am ended by state statute. A s providexl by Louisiana Revisext 

Statute 11 : 103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change 
each year based  on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The M orehouse Parish Clerk of 
Courl's contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 1999, 1998, and 1997, were $33,228, 
$32,148, and $32,517, respec tively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

PO ST R ETIR EM EN T BEN EFITS 

The M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court provides certain health care and life insurance benefits for 
retired employees. Substantially all of the clerk's em ployees bec om e eligible for these benefits if they 
reach normal retirem ent age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefits for active employees are provided  through an insurance com pany whose m onthly prem iulns are 

paid jointly by the employee and the clerk of court. The clerk of court reco gt~izes the co st of providit~g 
these benefits (the clerk's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when the premiulns are due. For the years 
ended June 30, 1999, the total amount of premiums paid were $37,702, while the amount paid for retirees 
lolaled  $5,618. 
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M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

CH AN G ES IN G ENER Al. LO N G -TERM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

The following is a stmunary of long-term obligation transactions for the year ended Jvne 30, 1999 

Longqenn obligations 
At January 1, 1998 
Additions 
D ed uctions 

Adjustnlentsj 
Long-term obligations 
At D ecem ber 31, 1998 

Capital Com pensated  
Leases Absences Total 

$45,215 
$17,328 $ 

(1,605) 
548 

17,328 
45,215 

(1,605 
548 

$45,215 $16,271  $61,486 

' A s discussed in note 1 G , upon separation from employm ent, employees are paid for accum ulaled  

leave at their current rate of pay. The adjustment is for the purpose of adjusting amounts for annual leave 
resulting from the differences between beginning and ending rates of pay. 

CH AN G ES IN A G EN CY FUND  BALAN CES 

A sum m ary of changes in agency fund balances deposits due others follows 

Balance, July 1, 1998 
Additions 
Reductions 

Balance June 30. 1999 

LITIG ATIO N AN D CLAIM S 

Advance Registry 
Deposit of Court 
Fund Fund Total 

$263,225 
492,142 

(454,640) 
$300,727 

$124,089 
73,263 

(108,716) 
$88,636 

$387,314 
565,405 

(563,356) 
$389,363 

The M orehonse Parish Clerk of Conrl is not involved in any litigation at June 30, 1999, nor is tile 
clerk aware of any unasserled claim s. 
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M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

10. EX PEN DITUR ES O F TIlE CLERK  O F COUR T 
PAID BY TH E PARISH PO IACE JURY 

The M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court's office is located in the parish courthouse. Tile cosl of 
m aintaining and operating the courthouse, as required  by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4715, is paid by 
the M orehouse Parish Police Jury. 

- 17 



SU PPLEM EN TAL IN FO RM ATIO N SCH EDULES 
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M OREH OU SE PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

SU PPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION SCH EDU LES 
A s of and For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

FID U CIAR Y FUND  TYPE - AG ENCY ~TINI)S 

ADVAN CE DEPO SIT FUN D 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised  Statute 13:842, accounts for 
advance deposits on suits filed  by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all cosls 
have been paid. 

R EG ISTR Y O F CO UR T FUND 

The Registry of Court Fund, as provided  by Louisiana Revised Statute ] 3:475, accounts for fimds 

which have been ordered by the court 1o be held until judgement has been rendered in courl litigation. 
W ithdrawals of file flm ds can be m ade only upon order of tile court. 
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ASSETS 
Cash 
R~ eivables 

TOTAL ASSETS 

Liabilities - D ue to Others 

M OREH OU SE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

FID U CIARY FUND TYPE - A GEN CY FUN D S 

Com bining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1999 

ADVANCE 
DEPOSIT 
FUND 

REGISTRY 
OF COURT 
FUND 

$267,718 $88,636 
33.009 

Schedule l 

$356,354 
33.009 

$300,727 $88,636 $389,363 

$300,727 $88,636 ~389,363 



 

M OREH OU SE PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

FIDU CIARY FUN D TYPE - AGEN CY FUN D S 

Com bining Schedule of Changes in U nsettled  
Balances D ue to Taxing Bodies and Others 

For the Year Ended  June 30, 1999 

UNSETTLED DEPO SITS DUE TO 
O TIIERS AT BEG INN IN G O F YEAR  

ADDITION S 
D eposits in suits 
Interest earn ed  in investm ents 
Total additions 
Total 

R EDU CTIO N S 
Clerk's costs (transferred to General 13und) 
D eposits settled  to: 
Liligants 
Appraisers, curators, and keepers 
Sheriff 
Olher red nctions 
Tolal reductions 

UN SETTLED I)EPO SITS DU E TO 
O TIIER S A T END  O F YEAR 

-21 

Schedule 2 

ADVANCE REGISTRY 
DEPOSIT OF COURT 
FUND FUND TOTAl. 

$263,225 $124,089 $387,314 

492,142 

492,142 
755.367 

70,924 
2,339 
73,263 
97.352 

563,066 
2,339 

565,405 
952.719 

277,Z94 277,~94 

73,402 
4,836 
45,487 
53,021 
454.640 

108,716 

108.716 

182,118 
4,836 
45,487 
53,021 
563.356 

$300,727 $88,636 $389,363 



 

M OREH OU SE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

SUPPLEM EN TAL INFORM ATION SCH EDU LE 
A s of and For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

YEAR 2000 ISSUE (Unaudited) 

Schedule 3 

The year 2000 issue is tile resull of shorlcom ings in m any electronic data processing syslem s and 
other eleclronic equipm enl that m ay adversely affect the governm enl's operations as early as fiscal year 

1999. The M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court has completed an inventory of computer system s Ihat m ay 
be affec lexl by the year 2000 issue and that are critical to conducting operations of the clerk's office. 
The clerk has identified the following system requiring 2000 rem extiation; a finallcial reporling system . 
A ll testing and validation of this system has been perform ezl. 

Bec ause of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of relaled 
rem exlialion efforts will not be ftdly determinable unlil the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagem ent 
camaot assure that the clerk is or w ill be Y ear 2000 ready, that the clerk's rem exliation efforts w ill be 
successfid in whole or parl, or that parties with w hom the clerk does business will be year 2000 ready. 



Independent Auditor's R eports Required 
by Govenlm ent A uditing Standards 

The following independent auditor's reports on com pliance and internal control over financial 
reporting are presented in com pliance with the requirem ents of Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued  
by the Comptroller General of the United States and the Louisiana GovernmentalAudit Guide, issued  by 
the Society of Louisiana Certified  Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 
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Independent Auditor's R eport on Com pliance and 
Internal Control O ver l~inancial R eporting 

H onorable Jam ie Patrick 
M orehouse Parish Clerk of Courl 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the M orehouse Parish Clerk 
of Court as of Jnne 30, 1999, and for the year then ended and have issuezt m y report 

thereon dated July 23, 1999. I conducted  m y audit in accordance with generally 
accepled  auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial andits contained  
in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the U nited  
States. 

Com pliance 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the M orehouse Parish Clerk 
of Courl's financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstalem ent, I performed  tests of 
its compliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations and conlracls, 
noncom pliance with which could have a direct and m aterial effect on tile determ ination 
of financial am ounts. H owever, providing an opinion on com pliance w ith Ihose 

provisions was not an objective of nay audit and, accordingly, I do not express such 
an opinion. The results of nay tests disclose~t no instances of noncom pliance that are 
required  to be reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards. I also noted au 
im m alerial instance of noncom pliance, whieh I have reported  to m anagem enl of the 
M orehonse Parish Clerk of Court in a separate letter dated  July 23, 1999. 

Internal Control O ver Financial R eport ing 
In plamfing and perform ing m y audit, I considered  the M orehonse Parish Clerk of 
Court's intern al control over financial reporting in order to determine m y auditing 
proced ures for the purpose of expressing m y opinion on the financial statem ents and 
not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporling. M y 
consideration of the inlernal control over financial reporting wotdd not necessarily 
disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be 
m aterial weaknesses. A m alerial weakness is a condition in which the design or 
operation of one or m ore of the interual Control components does not red uce to a 
relatively low level the risk that m isstalem ents in am ounts that would be m alerial in 
relation to the financial statem ents being audited  m ay ocenr and not be detec ted  wilhin 
a tim ely period by em ployee s in lhe norm al course of performing their assigned  
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M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court 
Bastrop, Louisiana 
Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance 
And Intern al Control Over Financial Reporting,. etc 
June 30, 1999 

funclions. I noted no m ailers involving the i~lten~al control over financial reporting and its operalion 
thal I consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This reporl is intended for tile inform ation of the M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court. This is not 
intended to lim it the distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public record. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
July 23, 1999 



M OREH OU SE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
As of and for tile Year Ended June 30, 1999 

A . SUM M AR Y O F AUD IT RESU LTS 

2 

Schedule 4 

The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion oll the general purpose financia 
statem ents of the M orehouse Parish Clerk of Conrt. 

N o instances of noncompliance m aterial to the financial statem ents of tile M orehouse 
Parish Clerk of Court were disclosed  during the audit. 

N o reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statem ents are reported 
in the Independent Auditor's Report on Intern al Control. 

FIND IN G S - FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS AUD IT 

N one 
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M OREH OU SE PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
As of and for tile Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Schedule 5 

There were no audit findings reported ill tile audit for the two years ended  Jtme 30, 1998 
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July 23, 1999 

M AN AG EM EN T LETTER 

M OREH OU SE PA RISH CLERK OF COURT 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

In planning and performing m y audit of the M orehouse Parish Clerk of Court's 
financial statem ents for the year ended Jt, ne 30, 1999,a certain m atter came to m y 
attention which I feel should be conveyed  to m anagem ent of the clerk. This m atter, 
while not appropriate for inclusion in the various auditor's reports accompanying the 
financial statem ents, is an item which I fee l should be brought to your attention. 

FAILURE TO FILE REPORTS W ITIt POLICE JURY 

For the two years ended June 30, 1998 the clerk failed to file required annual reports 
with the police jury. Louisiana Revised Statute (LRS) 42:283 requires the clerk of 
court to file a written iterated  report showing the expenditures m ade by his office. 
In addition, LRS 42:284 provides a list of reports by category  that should be filed . 
The clerk was unaware of these statutes and therefore did not file these reports or the 
audit report for the two yea rs ended June 30, 1998 w hich has m uch of the required  
information in it. It should be noted  that the clerk has filed  the required  reports with 

the police jury for the year ended June 30, 1999 with the police jury office. 

G ENERAL 

I am available to assist you with any problem s or questions you m ay have concern ing 
the above or any other m atters. 

V ernon R . Coon 


