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Independent Auditor's Report 

H ON ORABLE O . L. "SON N Y " STONE 
D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield. Louisiana 

] have audited tile general purpose financial statem ents of lhe D eSolo Parish Clerk of 
Courl, a com ponenl uuil of tile DeSoto Parish Police Jury, as of Jlme 30, 1999, alld 
for lhe year then ended, as listed ill the table of contem s. These genera l purpose 
financial stalem enls are the responsibility of lhe D eSolo Parish Clerk of Courl's 
m anagem enl. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on Ihese general purl/ose 
financial statem ents basexl on m y audit. 

1 condtlcled  m y audit in accordance with gel~erally accepWxl auditil~g standards a,d 
GovernJnent Auditing Standards, issued  by lhe Comptroller General of Ihe U nited 
States. Those s~andards require d~at I plan aud perform the audit to obtain reasona[~le 
assurance aboul whether the general purpose financial slatem ents arc free of m alerial 
m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence suppor0ng lhe 

am ounts and disclosures in the general puq)ose financial statem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing the aeeounling principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evaluating tile overall financial stalem enl presenlalion. I 
believe that m y audi! provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, tile general puq~ose financial statem ents referrexl lo above present 
fairly, ill all m alerial respects

, lhe financial position of tile D eSoto Parish Clerk of 
Courl as of June 30, 1999, and the resulls of its operations for lhe year Ihen ended  in 
conform ity with generally accepted accou~liaJg prillciples. 
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DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Independent Audilor's Reporl, 
June 30, 1999 

M y audit was m ade for tile puq)ose of form ing an opinion on tile general purpose financial statem ents 
taken as a whole. The supplenlental information schedules listed in tile table of contents are pfesented  
for the puq~ose of additional analysis and are not a required parl of tile general puq~ose financial 
statem ents of the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Court. Such inform ation, except for the schedule on tile year 

2000 issue which is marked nnaudited, has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of tile general purpose financial statem ents and, ill nay opinion, is fairly presented  in all m aterial respects 
in relation to tile general purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

Tile year 2000 supplem entary information on page 19 is supplem entary inform ation required by tile 
Governm ental Accounting Standards Board. I have applied  certain lim ited procedures, w hich consisted  
principally of inquiries of m anagem ent regarding the m ethods of m easurem ent and presentation of the 
Y ear 2000 supplenlentary inform ation. H owever, I did not audit the information and do not express an 
opinion on it. In addition, I do not provide assurance that the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Corn1 is or w ill 
be year 2000 com pliant, that the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Court's rem edialion efforts w ill be successfid 
in whole or ill part, or that parties with which the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Court does business arc or will 
becom e year 2000 com pliant. 

Ill accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued reports dated August 26, 1999, 
on the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Court's compliance w ith law s, regulations, and contracts, and m y 
consideration of the agency's intern al control over financial reporling. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
August 26, 1999 

-3- 



G ENER AL PUR PO SE FIN AN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 
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D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

ALL FUND TYPES AN D ACCOU N T GROU PS 

Com bined  Balance Sheet, June 30, 1999 

A SSETS 
Cash and cash eqlfivalenls 
Receivables 
D ue from Advance D eposit Fund 
D ue from Registry of Court Fund 
Security deposit 
Office fnrnishings and equipm enl 

TOTAL A SSETS 

LIABII,ITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
A ccounls payable 
W ithholdings payable 
D Lle IO General Fund 
U nsettled balances dne to others 
Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity: 
lnveslm ent in general fixed assets 
Fund balance - unreserved  - 
undesignated  
Total Fund Equity 

ACCOUNT 
GOVERNM ENTAL FIDUCIARY GROUP - 
FUND TYPE - FUND TYPE - GENERAl. 
GENERAL AGENCY FIXED 
FUNI) FUNDS ASSETS 

$279,080 

Statem ent A 

TOTA l. 

(M EMORANDUM 
ONLY) 

$842,009 
15,812 

7,631 
50 
400 

279.080 

$292,532 $573,370 $279,080 $1,144,982 

$9,168 
7,717 

16.885 

275.647 
275.647 

$7,681 
565.689 
573.370 N ON E 

$279,080 

$9,168 
7,717 
7,681 

565.689 
590.255 

279,080 

275.647 
N ON E 279.080 554.727 

TO TA L LIABILITIES  

AND FUND EQUITY $292,532 $573,370 $279,080 $1,144,982 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 



 

D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FU ND TYPE - GEN ERA L FU N D 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Eudget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

REV EN UIgS 
Licenses and perm its - m arriage licenses 
hllergovermnental revenues - state funds - 

clerk's supplem ental com pensalion 
Fees, charges, and eom nlissions for services: 
Co,rl costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for cerlified copies of docum ents 
U se of copier 

Transfer from Advance D eposit Ftm d 
U se of m oney and properly - interest earnings 

O ilier 
Tolal reventies 

EXI'END ITURES 

General government - judicial: 
Curreill: 
Personal services and relaled i)enefils 
Operating serv ices 
M aterials and supl)lies 
Travel and oilier charges 

Capital outlay 
Total expendilures 

EX CF.SS O F REV EN UES O V ER 
EX I'END ITURES 

FUN I) BA LAN CE A T BEG INN IN G O F TItE YEAR 

FUNI) BALAN CE AT END O F TIlE YEAR  

The aee oilipanying notes are an inlegral pail of Ibis statem ent 

B[JDGET ACTUAL 

$2,400 $2,583 

11,825 12,825 

70,190 
190,000 
14,000 
42,00(I 
260,000 
10,500 
6,000 

606,915 

395,000 
100,000 
40,000 
26,700 
9,000 

570,700  

70,335 
202,891 
14,777 
45,399 
282,045 
11,866 
6,167 

648,888 

393,909 
90,288 
35,919 
24,432 
8,799 

'

553.347 

Statem ent B 

VAR|ANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORAB1,E) 

$183 

1,000 

145 
12,891 

777 
3,399 
22,045 
1,366 
167 

41.973 

1,091 
9,7i2 
4,081 
2,268 
201 

17.353 

36,215 95,541 59,326 

18O, lO6 180.106 

$2
_
16,32! $275,647_ _$59,326 



D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For tile Year Ended  June 30, 1999 

SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICAN T ACCO UN TIN G  PO LICIES 

A s provided by A rticle V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of courl 
serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts, and shall 
have other dulies and powers provided by law . The clerk of court is elected for a terln of four years. 

A . REPO R TIN G EN TITY 

A s the governing authority of the parish, for reporting puq)oses, the D eSoto Parish 
Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for D eSoto Parish. The financial reporling 

entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which 
primary govcrmnenl is financially accountable, and (c) olher organizations for which the 
nalure and significance of their relationship w ith the prim ary governm ent are such lhal 
exclusion would cause lhe reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or 

incom plete. 

Govenm~ental Accotmling Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 eslablishcd 
criteria for delennining which com ponent units should be considerexl part of the D eSolo 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
polenlial component unit wilhin the reporting entity is financial responsibility. The GASB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in detennining financial accotmtability. This criteria 
includes: 

2 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing 
body, and: 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on 
that organization and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specific 
financial benefits to or im pose specific financial 

burdens on lhe police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 



DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Stalements (Continned) 

3 Organizalions for w hich the reporting enlity financial slatem enls 
would be m isleading if data of the organization is not included  
because of the nature or significance of the relalionship. 

Because lhe police jury maiutaius and operates the parish courthouse in which the 
clerk of court's office is located and provides partial fim ding for equipm ent, flm fiture and 
supplies of the clerk of court' s office, the clerk of court was delennined to be a com ponent 
unit of the D eSolo Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying 
financial statem ents present inform ation only on the fimds m aintained  by the clerk of cotHl 

and do not present information on the police jury, lhe general government services 
provided by that governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units that comprise lhe 
financial reporling entity. 

B. I~3N I) A CCO UN TIN G 

The clerk of conrl uses flmds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and Ihe results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related  1o cerlain 
governm ent fim ctions or aclivilies. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts lhat 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fire d equity, revenues, and expendilures. An account 
group, on lhe olher hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability 

for certain assets and liabilities (general fixexl assets and general Iong-lenn obligations) that 
are not recorded in the "fimds" because they do not direclly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are concerned only with the m easurem ent of financial position, 
not w ith lhe m easureluent of results of operalions. 

Funds are classified inlo three categories; governm ental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn , is divided into separate "fund types". Governm ental fim ds arc 
used 1o aee ounl for a govenuuent's general activities, where the focus of at|chiton is on 
Ihe providing of services to the public as opposed  to proprielary funds where the focus of 
allention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through serv ice charges or user fees. Fiduciary flmds are used  to account for assets held 
for others. The clerk of court's current operalions req uire the use of only governm ental 
and fiduciary fim ds. The govenunenlal and fiduciary fund lypes used by the clerk are 
described as follows: 

-8 



DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

G overnm ental Fund Type - G eneral ~ nd 

Tile General Fund, as provided by Lonisiana Revised Statute 
13:781, is the principal fire d of the clerk of court and is used to account for 
the operations of the clerk' s office. The various fees and charges dne to the 
clerk's office are accounted  for in this fund. General operating 
expendilures are paid from this fired. 

Fiduciary Funds - Agency l~ nds 

Tile A dvance D eposit, Registry of Cot, rt, and N on-Supporl agency 
funds are nsed to account for assets held as an agent for others. Agency 
fimds are cuslodial in nalure (assets equal liabililies) and do nol involve 
m easurem ent of results of ol)erations. 

C . FIXED A SSETS AND LO N G -TERM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) arc 
accotm lcxl for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the G eneral Fund. 

General fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are recorded in the general fixed 
assets account group. Approxim ately 26 per cent of fixed  assets are vah, ed at estim ated 
historical costs based  oil tile actual costs of like item s while the rem aining 74 per cent arc 
based oil actual historical costs. N o depreciation has been provided on general fixed  
assets. The clerk has no long-term obligations at June 30, 1999. 

l). BA SIS O F ACCO UN TIN G 

Tile financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fired is determ ined  by its 
m easurem ent focus. All govermnental funds are accounted for using a current financial 
resources nleasurem ent focus. W ith this m easnrem ent focus, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included  oil the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

these fimds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sovrces) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

Tile m odified  accn,al basis of accounting is used for reporting all govern m ental and 
fiduciary fire d types. Under the m odified accrnal basis of accounting, revenues are 
recognized  when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measvrable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of the transaction can be deterlninexl and 
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D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to Ihe Financial Statements (Continttext) 

"available" m eans collectible w ithin tile current period or soon enough thereafter to be 
used  to pay liabililies of the current period. The clerk of cour't uses the following practices 
in recognizing and reporting revem ~es and expenditures: 

R evenues 

Recordings, cancellations, court attendance, crim inal costs, and 
other fees, charges and com m issions for services, are recorded  in the year 
in which they are earned. 

Interest incom e on tim e deposits is recorded when the lim e deposits 
have m atured  and the incom e is available. 

Substan0ally all other i~evenues are rec ognized when received  by the 
clerk of court. 

Based  on tile above criteria, recordings, cancellations, court 
attendance, crim inal costs, and other fees, charges, and com m issions for 
services arc treated as susceptible to aec nml. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally rec ognized under the m odified accrua 
basis of accounting when the related fire d liability is iz~c~.lrred. 

E. BUD G ET PR ACTICES 

A proposed budget, prepared  on the m odified accnml basis of accounting
, is 

published in the official journal at least ten days prior to the public hearing. A public 
hearing is held at the clerk's office during the m onth of June for com m ents from 
taxpayers. The budget is then legally adopted by the clerk and am ended  during the year 

as necessary. The budget is established and controlled by the clerk at the object level of 
expendittwe. Appropriations lapse at year-end and illust be reappropriatext for tile 
follow ing year to be expended . Encum brance accounting is not utilized  in the accounting 
rec ords. 

Form al budgetary integration is employed as a m anagem ent control device during 
the year. Budgeted am ounts included in file accom panying financial statem ents include the 
original adopted  blJdgel am ounts a~d all subsequent am endm ents. 

- 10- 



D ESOTO PA RISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued ) 

CASH AND CASIt EQUIVALENTS 

U nder state law , the clerk m ay deposit fim ds within a fiscal agent bank organized 
under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the 
law s of the U nited Slates. The clerk m ay invest in dem and deposits, interest bearing 
dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits w ith slate banks organized 
under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At June 30, 

1999, the clerk of courl has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $842,009, 
as follow s: 

D em and D eposits 
Petty Cash 
Tim e D eposits 

$572,300 
125 

269,584 

$842,009 

These deposits are stated  at cost, which approxim ates m arkel. U nder state law , 
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be secured  by federal deposit insurance 
or lhe pledge of securities owned  by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the 
plexlged securities plus tile federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal the am ount on 
deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in tile nam e of the pled ging 
fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. 

Cash and cash equivalents (bank balances) at June 30, 1999, are secured  as follows: 

Bank Balances 

Fed eral deposit insurance 

Plexlged  securities (uncollateralized) 
Total 

$755,254 
1.414.262 

Because the pledged secnrities are held by a custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal 
agent bank rather than in Ihe nam e of the clerk, they are considered nncollateralized 

(Calcgory 3) raider the provisions of GASI~ Codificalion C20.106; however, lx~uisialm 
Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirem ent on tile custodial bank to advertise 
and sell the pledged  securities w ithin 10 days of being notified by the clerk of courl that 
the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited  funds upon dem and. Further, LRS 39:1224 
states that securities held by a third party shall be deem ed to be held in the clerk's nam e. 



D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

G . VA CATIO N AND SICK  LEAVE 

After six m onths of service, all em ployees of the clerk of court's office earn from 
5 to 15 days of vacation leave each year, depending on length of service . Vacation leave 
cannot be accum ulated and carried forw ard to succeed ing years. Em ployees earn 10 days 
of sick leave each year. Sick leave m ay be carried forw alzl up to a m axim um of 30 days 
and it is noncompct~satory. 

It. R ISK M AN AG EM ENT 

The clerk of courl is exposed  to various risk of loss related to torts; lhefl of, 

damage to, and destnlction of assets; errors and omissions; and injuries to employees. To 
handle such risk of loss, the clerk m aintains com m ercial insurance  policies covering; 
autom obile liability, m edical paym ents, uninsured m otorist, and collision; workers 
com pensation; and surety bond coverage. N o claim s were paid on any of the policies 
during the past three years which exceeded the policies' coverage am ounts. In addition 
to the above policies, the clerk also m aintains an errors and om issions claim s paid policy 
with the Louisiana Clerks of Court Risk M anagem ent Agency. No claim s have been filed  
ot~ the ~olicy d~ritlg the past three years rlor is the clerk aware of any ~m filed claim s. 

TO TAL CO LUM N O N TIlE BALAN CE SH EET 

The total column on the balance sheet is captioned M elnorandum Only (overview) 
to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. D ata in this cohnnn does 
not present financial position in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations have not been 
m ade in Ihe aggregation of this data. 

2. R ECEIVABLES 

The General Fund receivables of $15,812 as of lune 30, 1999, consist entirely of court costs, fty,~s 
and charges. 
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DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

CIIAN G ES IN G EN ER Al, FIXED ASSETS 

A smnm ary of changes in office fim lishings and equiplnenl follow s 

Balance, July 1, 1998 
Additions 
D eletions 

Balance, June 30, 1999 

$270,281 
8,799 
N ON E 

Generalfixed  assets as ofJanuary 1, 1998 havebeen restated loreflee t change. Theclerkofcourt 
rees(ablishe_xl its invenlory lisling of fixexl assets based  on actual physical cotlll|. 

4. PEN SIO N PLAN 

Substantially all em ployees of the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Courl are m em bers of the Louisiana 

Clerks of Corn1 Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit 
pension plan adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. 

All regt,lar em ployees who are under the age of 60 at the tim e of original em ploym ent are rexluired  
to participate in the Systeln. Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of cred ilcd 
service are entitled  to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final- 
average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. 

Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joinexl months that 
produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not 
withdraw their em ployee  contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrucxl to 
theirdalcoflerm inalion. TheSystem also provides death and disabilily benefits. Benefitsareestablished 
or amended  by stale statute. 

The Syslem issues an annual publicly available financial reporl that includes financial statem ents 
and required  supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay be obtained by w riting to the 
Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e Avenue, Soile B 1, Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Plan m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered  salary 
and the D eSolo Parish Clerk of Court is reqtfired to contribute at an acloarially determ ined rate. The 
current rate is 10 percent of amm al covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth 

of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the lax 
rolls of each parish. The contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the D eSoto Parish Clerk of 
Court are eslablished  and m ay be am ended by state statute. A s provided by Louisiana Revised  Stalule 

11 : 103, the employer contributions are delermined by actuarial valualion and are subject to change each 
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D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 

M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continuexl) 

year based  on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The D eSoto Parish Clerk of CouW s 

conlribulions 1o lhe Syslem for tile years ending June 30, 1999, 1998, and 1997, were $28,655, $26,288, 
and $26,669, respeclively, equal to the required eonlributions for each year. 

5. CltAN G ES IN A G EN CY FU ND  BALAN CES 

A sum m ary of changes in agency fund balances deposits due others follow s 

Balance, July 1, 1998 
Addi|ions 
Re-Atuclion s 

Balance June 30. 1999 

LITIG A TIO N  AN D CLAIM S 

Advance Non Registry 
D eposit Support of Court 
Fund Fund Fund Total 

$109,968 
457,046 

(441,097) 
$125,917 

N ON E 
$56,158 
(55,672) 
$486 

$439,510 
46,385 

(46,609) 
$439,286 

$549,478 
559,589 

(543,378) 
$565,689 

The D eSolo Parish Clerk of Court is not involved  in any litigation at June 30, 1999, nor is tile 
clerk aware of any unasserted claim s. 

EXPENI)ITUR ES O F TIlE CLERK  O F CO U R T 

PAll) BY TIlE PARISH POLICE JURY 

The D eSoto Parish Clerk of Court's office is located in the parish courthouse. Tile cosl of 
m aintaining and operating the courthouse, as requireA by Lotfisiana Revised Statute 33:4715, is paid by 
the D eSoto Parish Police Jury. 
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D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

SU PPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION SCH EDU LES 
A s of and For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

FID U CIAR Y FUND TYPE - A GEN CY FUND S 

A1)VAN CE D EPO SIT FUND 

The A dvance D eposit F/rod, as provided by Louisiana Revised Stalule 13:842, accounls for 
advance deposits on suits filed  by litiganls. The advances are reftmdable to the litigants after all costs 
have been paid. 

N O N SUI'PO R T FUND 

The N on Support Fund accounts for funds which have been received from tile Louisiana 

Dcpalament of Social Services after judgement has been rendered in court litigation. The fimds arc 
disbursed  to the appropriate governing bodies and others. 

REG ISTR Y O F CO UR T FUND 

Tile Registry of Corn1 Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds 

which have been ordered by the court 1o be held until judgemenl has been rendered in cotH1 litigation. 
W ilhdrawals of the fim ds can be m ade only upon order of lhe courl. 
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ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalenis 

D ESOTO PA RISH CLERK OF CO U RT 

M ansfield, Louisiana 
FIDU CIARY FU ND TYPE - A GEN CY FU ND S 

Com bining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1999 

LIABII.1TIES 
D ue Io General Fund 

U nseltled balances due to olhers 

TO TA L LIABILITIES 

17- 

ADVANCE 
DEPOSIT 
FUND 

NON 
SUPPORT 
FUND 

Schedule l 

REGISTRY 
OF COURT 
FUND TOTA 

$133,548 $486 $439,336 $573,370 

$7,631 $50 $7,681 
125,917 $486 439,286 565,689 

$133,548 $486 $439,336 $573,370 



 

D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

FIDU CIARY FU ND TYPE - AGEN CY FUN D S 

Com bining Schextule of Changes in U nsettled 
Balances D ue to Taxing Bodies and Others 

For (he Year Ended June 30, 1999 

ADVANCE 
DEPOSIT 
FUND 

U N SETTI,EI) BALAN CES DU E TO TAXIN G 
I~()I)IES AND OTIIFRS, JUNE 30, 1998 $109,968 

AI)I)ITIO N S 
D eposits in suits 

Total 

457,046 
567.014 

NON 
SUPPORT 
FUND 

REGISTRY 
OF COUR'I 
FUN D 

Schedule 2 

TO'rAL 

NONE $439,510 $549,478 

$56,158 
56,158 

R EI)U CTIO N S 
Clerk's cosls (transferred to General Fund) 233,363 49,652 
Clerk's costs (Iransferred 1o Advance Deposit Fund) 
Clerk's costs (transferred 1o Del)artment of Revenue) 
D eposils seltlexl 1o: 
Litigants 
Appraisers, curators, and keepers 
Sheriff 
Other sheriff and clerk fees 

Advertising 

Coma Reporter 
Secrelary of Slale 
Court of A1)peals 

Judge's fees 
W im ess, appraisers, keepers, etc 
Olher reductions 
Tolal reduclions 

126,081 
218 

40,658 
11,922 
2,943 
2,026 
1,685 
812 

14,678 
26 

6,685 
441.097 

46.385 559.589 
485.895 1.109.067 

283,015 
256 256 

12,983 12,983 

33,245 

5,901 
93 125 

10 
55,672 46.609 

159,326 
218 

46,559 
12,140 
2,943 
2,026 
1,685 
812 

14,694 
26 

_  
6,695 

543.378 

UN SETTLED BALAN CES DU E TO  TAXIN G 
BODIES AND OTItERS, JUNE 30, 1999 $125,917 ~  

$486 $439,286
_
6

_  $565,689 _ 



 

D ESO TO PA RISH C LERK O F C O U RT 

M ansfield, Louisiana 
SUPPLEM EN TAL INFORM ATION SCH EDULE 

A s of and For tile Year Ended June 30. 1999 

YEAR 2000 ISSUE (Unaudited) 

Schedule 3 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data processing syslcm s and other 
elec tronic equipm enl Iha/m ay adversely affect the governm ent's operations as early as fiscal year 1999. 
Tire D eSolo Parish Clerk of Courl has com pleted an inventory of com puter syslem s tha! m ay be affected 
by Ihe year 2000 issue and tha| are critical Io conducting operations of the clerk's office. The clerk has 
identified lhe following system requiring 2000 rem edialion; a financial reporting system . All lesting and 
validalion of Ihis system w ill be com pleted prior lo N ovem ber 30, 1999, a! no additional expense Io lhe 
clerk. 

Because of the unprecedenlext nature of the Year 2000 issue, ils effects arid |he success of related 
rem edialion efforls will not be fidly delenninable until the year 2000 and lhereafter. M anagem ent cannot 
assure that the clerk is or will be Year" 2000 ready, (ha( the clerk's rem ediation efforls w ill be succcssfrd 
in whole or part, or lllat parties wilh whom the clerk does business will be year 2000 ready. 



Indepeodent Auditor's Reports R equired 
by Govenzm ent Auditing Standards 

The following independent auditor's reports on com pliance with law s, regulations, and contracts, and 
internal control are presented in com pliance with the requirem ents of Goverttm ent Auditing Standards, 
issu~l by the Com ptroller General of tile U nited States, and the Louisiana Govern m ental Audit Guide, 
issued  by tile Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Audilor. 



CERTIFIED P~BLIC ACCDUNTAN~ 

M EM BER A M ERICA N 

NSTITU~E O F C ERTIFIED 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

SOC IETY OF LO UIISIA NA 

C ERTI~IED P UBLIC 

A CCO U NTA NT5 

PRACTICE LIM ITED ~O 

G OVERN M ENTAL 

A CCO UNTING~ A U DITING 

W ES'T M ONROE, 

LOUISIANA 71291 

PHO NE 3 18.325.212 1 

"rOLL FREE LO UISIA NA 

1.800.541,15020 

FAX 318.324, 1630 

lndepeudent Auditor's R eport on Com pliance and 
Internal Control O ver Financial R eporting 

DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield. Louisiana 

I have audiled Ihe general puq)ose financial statem ents of tile D eSoto Parish Clerk of 
Courl, a com ponent uni! of the D eSoto Parish Police Jury, as of and for" tile ycar ended 

June 30, 1999 and have issued m y report Ihereon daled  August 26, 1999. I conducled  
m y audil in accordance w ith generally acceplext auditing standards and lhe slandards 
al)plicable to financial audits com ained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued  by 
lhe Com ptroller General of the U nited States. 

Com pliance 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance aboul whe01er the DeSolo Parish Clerk of 
Court's financial statem ents are free of m alerial m isslalem em , I 1)erfonned lesls of its 

com pliance wilh certain provisions of law s, regulalions and contracts, noncom pliance 
w ith w hich could have a direcl and m alerial effect oil the delerm inalion of financial 
am ounts. H ow ever, providing an opinion oil com l)liance w ilh thosel)rovisions w as not 

an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. Tire 
resulls of nay lesls disclosed no instances of noncom pliance lhat are required lo he 
reporled  under Government Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial R eport ing 
In planning and perform ing m y audit, I considered tile DeSoto Parish Clerk of Coma's 
internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine m y auditing procedures 
for the puq~ose of expressing m y opinion on Ihe financial slalem enls and not Io provide 
assurance on llle internal control over financial reporting. M y consideralion of tire 
inlernal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all lnalters in 
~lre inlem al control over financial reporling that m igh! be m alerial weaknesses. A 
m a|erial weakness is a condition irl which the design or operation of one or m ore of 
Ihe inlernal conlrol com ponents does nol red uce lo a relalively low level file risk lhal 
m isslalem ents in am ounts lhat would be m aterial in relalion to lhe financial statem enls 
being audiled  m ay occur and nol be delected  w ilhin a tim ely period by em ployees in 
the norm al course of perform ing their assigned fim cfions. I holed  no m alters involving 
the inlernal conlrol over financial reporling and its operalion |hal I consider Io be 
lnaIerial weaknesses. 



D ESOTO PA RISH CLERK O F CO U RT 

M ansfield, Louisiana 
Independent Audilor's Reporl on Com pliance 
And Internal Conlrol O ver Financial Reporting, elc 
June 3(1, 1999 

This repoll is in|ended for tile inform ation of the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Court. This is 11o| intended to 
lim il lhe dislribulion of lhis report, which is a m ailer of public record. 

W esl M onroe, Louisiana 

August 26, 1999 
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D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For lhe Year Ended June 30, 1999 

A . SUM M AR Y O F AUD IT RESULTS 

Schedule 4 

1. Tile auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents 
of D eSolo Parish Clerk of Courl. 

2. N o instances of noncom pliance m alerial to the financial statem enls of D eSoto Parish Clerk of Coula 
were disclosexl during the audit. 

3. N o reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statelnents are repolled in the 
Independent Auditor's Reporl on Internal Control. 

IL FIND IN G S - FINA N CIAL STA TEM EN TS AUD IT 

N one 
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D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 

M ansfield. Louisiana 

Sm m nary Schedule of Prior A udit Findings 
For the Year Ended Jtm e 30, 1999 

There were no audit findings repolaed in the audit for the year ended June 30, 1998 

Schedule 5 


