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W e have audited th e accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of th e Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court
, 

Louisiana, as of and for th e year ended June 30, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. ThEse general purpose finan cial 
statements are th e responsibility of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express 
all opinion on th ese general purpose financial statements based on our audit. 

Except as discussed in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
stan dards and the standards applicable to financial audits conta ined in Govcnunent Auditing Standards, issued by the 
ComptrollEr General of the United States. Those standards require th at we plan and perform th e audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether th e financial statements are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes examining

, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting th e amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An  audit also includes assessing th e 
accounting principles used and significant estimates m ade by m anagement, as well as evaluating th e overall financial 
statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

Governm Ental Accounting Standards Board Technical Bulletin 98-1, Disclosures about Year 2000 lssues, requires 
disclosure of certain m atters regarding th e Year 2000 issue. The Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court has included such 
disclosures in N ote 19. Because of th e unprecedented nature of th e Year 2000 issue, its effects and th e success of related 
rem cdiation efforts will not be fully determ inable until the 3,ear 2000 and th ereafter. Accordingly, insuffi cient audit evidence 
exists to support th e Tmlgipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's disclosures with respect to the Year 2000 issue made in Note 19. 
Further, we do not provide assurance  that th e Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court is or will be succe ssfid in whole or in part, 

or that parties with  which the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court does business will be Yea r 2000 ready. 

In our opinion, except for the effects of such adjustments, if any, as might have beeu determined to be necessary had we 
been able to exaofine evidence regarding Year 2000 disclosures, the general purpose financial statements referred to above 
present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, Louisiana, as of June 
30, 1998, and th e results of its operations for the yea r then ended  in confonnity with generally accepted  accounting 
principles. 

In accordance  with  GovEnunent Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated December 4, 1998 on our 
consideration of th e Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's intern al control over financial reporting mad our tests of its 
com pliance  with  certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 
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BR UC E H A R R ELL &  CO . 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
A Professional Acc.ounUng Corporation 

Page 2 

Our audit was performed for th e purpose of fom ling an opinion on the general purp ose financial statements of the 
Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, Louisiana, taken as a whole. The accompanying sched ules are presented for purposes 
of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose finan cial statem ents. Such inform a'don has beeu 

subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose finan cial statements and, in our opinion, is 
fairly stated, in all m aterial respects, in relation to the general purp ose financial statements taken as a whole. 

Bruce Harrell & Company, CPAs 
A Professional Accounting Corp oration 

December 4, 1998 
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ACCOUNT GROUP 
GENERAL GEN ERAL 
FIX ED LON G -TERM  
ASSETS DEBT 

507, 

507.156 

507.156 

STATEM ENT A 

TOI~ L 
M EM ORA NDUM  

ONLY) 

4,759,467 
1,854,914 
98,756 
105,489 
13,325 

507,156 

120.640 120.640 

120.640 

120,640 

120.640 

$ 507,156 $ 120,640 $ 

7.459.747 

37,684 
105,489 

5,119,619 
120,640 
32.342 

5.415.774 

507,156 

251,595 
1,285,222 

2,043,973 

7.459.747 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these statem ents. 
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REVEN UES 

TANGIPAH OA PARISH CLERK OF COUR T 
AM ITE, LO UISIANA 

G O VERNM EN TAL FUND TYPES 

Com bined Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 
and Changes in Fund Balances 

For the Y ear Ended June 30, 1998 

Licenses and perm its 
Fees, charges, and com m issions for services: 
Courl costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 

Use of money and properly - interest & dividends earnings 
M iscellaneous 

Tolal revenues 

EX I'EN DITURES 
General goverlm~en~.: 
Personal services and related benefils 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
Capital expcndifures 

Total expenditures 

EXCESS OF REVEN UES OV ER EXPEN DITURES 

O TItER FIN AN CIN G SO U RCES: 
Gain on sale of Investm ents 

Operating Iransfers In (Oul) 
Total olher financing sources 

EXCESS OF REVEN UES AND OTItER FINAN CING SOURCES 
OVER EXPEN DITURES 

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statem ents. 
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GENERAL 
FUND 

STATEM ENT B 

$ 27,420 $ 

1,087,611 
952,209 
187,307 
41.813 

2,296,360 

1,358,022 
153,545 
188,119 
16,415 
48.842 

1,764.943 

531.417 

1,613 

~ (144,625) 
~ (143,012) 

388,405 

1,003.787 

D EBT 
SERVICE 
FUND 

144.625 
144,625 

44,625 

144.625 



 

TANGIPAItOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
AM 1TE, LOUISIA NA 

G O VERN M ENTAL FUND S - GENERAL FUND 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balances - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

REVEN UES 
Licenses and perm its 
Fees, charges, and conlm issions for services: 
Court cost, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 

Use of money and property-interest and dividends 
M iscellaneous 

Total revclltles 

EX PEN DITURES 
General govcrmnent: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
Capital expenditures 
Tolal expenditures 

STATEM ENT C 

GEN ERAL FUN D 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

VARIANCE - 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

5,375 $ 27,420 $ 22,045 

1,013,300 
927,000 
160,000 
41,651 

2.147.326 

1,334,28l 
155,360 
185,233 
19,600 
48,842 

1,743,316 

EXCESS OF REV EN UES OV ER EXPENDITUI',ES 404,010 

OTI lER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Gain on sale of investments 
O perating transfer out 
Total other financing sources (Uses) 

(144,625) 
(144,625) 

1,087,611 
952,209 
187,307 
41,813 

2,296,360 

1,358,022 
153,545 
188,119 
16,415 
48,842 

1,764,943 

1,613 

(144,625) 
. (143,012) 

74,311 
25,209 
27,307 

162 
49.034 

23,741) 
1,815 
(2,886) 
3,185 

27.407 

1.613 

EXCESS OF REVEN UES AN D OTHER FINANCING 
SOURCES OVER EX PEN DITURES 259,385 388,405 129,020 

FUN D BALAN CE BEG IN N IN G OF Y EAR 

FUND BA LANCE END OF YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements. 
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$ 1,263,172 $ 1,392,192 $ 29.020 



INTRO DUCTIO N 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
A m ite, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of court serves as the ex-oflieio 
notary public; the recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts; and has other duties and powers provided by 
law . The clerk of court is elected for a four-year "tenn. 

1. SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A . BASIS O F PRESENTATIO N 

The accompanying general pt~rpose financial statements of the Tm~gipaboa Parish Clerk of Court have been 
prepared in conformity with generally accepted ace ouming principles (GAAP) as applied to goven~mental units. 
The Govennneutal Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the aecepted standard-setting body for establishing 
govern mental accounting and finan cial reporting principles. 

B. REPO RTING ENTITY 

The clerk of court is an independently elected official: however, the clerk of court is fiscally dependent on the 
Tangipahoa Parish Council. The council m aintains and operates the parish courthouse in which the clerk of co urt's 
office is located and provides funds for equipm ent and furn iture of th e clerk of court's office. Because th e clerk 
of court is fiscally dependent on the council, th e clerk of court was determined to be a component unit of the 
Tangipahoa Parish Council, the reporting entity. 

The accompanying financial statem ents present inform ation only on the funds m aintained by the clerk of court and 
do not present inform ation on file council, th e general govenmlenl services provided by that governmental unit, or 
th e other govern mental units fl~at comprise the financial reporting entity. 

C. FUND ACCOUNTING 

Tbc clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its opcrafious. 
Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal complian ce and to aid financial management by segregating 
tran sactions relating to certain govennnental functions or activities. 

A fu nd is a separate acco unting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group 
is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities th at are not 
recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

Funds of the clerk of court are classified into two categories: governmental (General Fund and Debt Service Fund) 
an d fiduciary (Agency Funds). These funds are described as follows: 

- 9 - 



G eneral Fund 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
A m ite, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 

(Continued) 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:7 81
, is the principal fund of the clerk of court 

and accounts for the operations of the clerk's office. The various fees and charges due to the clerk's offi cc  are 
accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund

. 

Debt Service Fund 

The Debt Service Fund is established to acc ount for transactions relating to resources retained and used for 
the payment of principal and interest on those long4erm obligations recorded ill the General Long-Term 
Obligations Account Group. 

A gency Funds 

The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Funds account for assets held as an agent for others
. Agency 

funds arc custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 

D. BASIS O F A CCOUNTING 

f3asis of acco unting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in tile accounts and reported in lhe 
financial statcm em s. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the m easurem ents m ade

, regardless of tl/e 
ulcasureruent focus applied. Tile governmental funds are accounted for using a flow of current t]nancial resource s 
m easurem ent focus. The acco mpanying general purpose financial Statements have been prepared on the m odified 
accrual basis of acco unting. Ti le governmental funds use the following practices in recording revenues an d 
expenditures. 

R e'~eJ) iJ e.~ 

Revenues from recordings, copies, and other services are recognized when they beco m e measurable and 

available as net current assets (i.e. when the service is performed). Substantially all other revemles are 
recorded when received. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting when the related  fund 
liability is incurred. 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Am ite, Louisiana 

E. BUDG ET PRACTICES 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
(Continued) 

As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

The proposed budget for th e 1998 fiscal year was made available for public inspection at the clerk's office on M ay 
7, 1997. The proposed budget, prepared on th e m odified accrual basis of accounting, was published  in th e official 
journal prior to tile public hearing. The budget hearing was held at tile clerk's offi ce on June 6, 1997. The budget 
is legally adopted and amended, as necessary, bythe clerk. All appropriations lapse at year end. 

Formal budget integration is not employed as a m anagement control device. Budget amounts included  in the 
accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendm ents. 

F. ENCUM BRANCES 

Tile clerk of co urt does not use an encumbrance accounting system 

G. CASIt AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Cash includes amounts in demmld deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and time deposits. Cash equivalents 
include amounts in time deposits and those investments with original m aturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, 
the clerk of co urt may deposit fimds in dcmand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, or th ne deposits with 
statc banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, or under th e laws of th e United 
States. 

It. INVESTM ENTS 

Investments are limited  by R.S. 332955 and the clerk of co urt's investment policy. Ifth e original maturities of 
investments exceed 90 days, th ey are classified as investments: however, if the original m aturities are 90 days or 
less, th ey are classified as cash equivalents. Local govern m ents in Louisimm are authorized to invest in the 

Louisiana Asset M anagement Pool Inc., (LAM P), a nonprofit corporation formed by an initiative of the State 
Treasurer and organized under the laws of Louisiana, which operates a local govern ment investm ent pool. 
Investments are slated at cost. 

1. FIX ED A SSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded  as expenditures at the time purchased, mid the related assets are capitalized in th e general 
fixed  assets account group. General fixed assets provided  by the parish council are not recorded within th e general 
fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided  on general fixed assets, All fixed assets are valued 
at historical cost or estimated  co st if historical cost is not available. 



TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Am ite, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
(Continued) 

As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

J. COM PENSA TED A BSENCES 

The clerk of court has "the following pelt%, relating to vacation and sick leave 

Sick Leave 

Each employee is grm~ted 13 days for sick leave at the beginning of each year. It m ay be carried over at the 

end of each 3'ear. In file evcnt of major surgery, dfild birth, or extended hospital confinement, a period not to 
exceed 30 days will be allowed at the discretion of the clerk of court. Any holidays falling within this 30 day 
period will be included in lhe 30 days, and caroler be added to this period. After 30 days, the employee will 
be considered on leave wiflaout pay, provided all other leave has beeu exhausted. The liability of$120,640 for 
vested accumulating rights to receive sick pay benefits, is recorded in the general long-term debt account group. 

V acation 

Ten vacation days are granted to each employce  at the beginning of each year, employees with 103'ears of full- 
tim e service are given 15 vacation days. Unused vacation days convert to sick leave at the end of the 
employees' year. 

The cost of leave privileges, computed in ace ordmace  with GASB Codification Section C60, is recognized as 
a curreat-year expenditure in the General Fund when leave is actually taken. 

K . LONG-TERM  OBLIGATIONS 

Long-term obligations expected to be financed from the General Fund are reported in the general long-term 
obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest paym ents for long-term obligations are 
recognized in floe General Fund when due. 

L. FUND EQUITY 

Reserves 

Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriable for expenditures or legally segregated for 
a future use. 

Designated Fund Balances 

Designated fund balances represent tentative plan s for future use of financial resources 
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TANGIPAH OA FAR1SH CLERK OF COURT 
A m ite, L ouisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

(Continued) 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

M , TOTAL COLUM NS ON STATEM ENTS 

Total columns on the statements are captioned M emoraudum Only to indicate 'that they arc presented only to 
facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or rcsults of operations in 
conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 

2. CASlt AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At June 30, 1998, the clerk of court has cash ~md cash equivalents (book balmlces) totaling $4,759,467, as follows 

lntcrcst-bearing Dem and Deposits 

"Iota 

$ 3,959,467 

These deposits are staled at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank 
balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The 
m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at all limes equal the am ount on deposit 
with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent ba~k in a holding or 
custodial bauk that is mutually acceptable to both parties. 

At June 30, 1998, the clerk has $3,319,778 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured from risk 
by $1,995,076 of federal deposit insurance an d $1,324,702 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the name 

of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered unco llateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Sta tem ent 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and 
sell the pled ged securities within 10 days of being notified by the clerk of court flint the fiscal agent has failed to pay 

deposited funds upon dem and. 
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3. INVESTM ENTS 

TAN GIPAH OA PARISH CLERK  OF COURT 
A m ite, l.ouisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
(Continued) 

As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

At June 30, 1998, tile clerk of court holds investments totaling $835,874 as follows 

Ba~k C D - A G Edwards 

Bank C D - M errill Lynch 

Zweig Series Trust 

LAM P 

Total 

Caro'ing 
Amount 

$ 191,000 

196,711 

98,812 

1,368,391 

M arket 
Value 

$ 191,000 

196,605 

96,859 

1,368,391 

$1,854,914 
=
$1,852,g55 

All investments are stated on the balance sheet (carrying value) at cost. All investments, except LAMP, are ill the name 
of th e clerk an d are held at tile clerk's office. Because these investments are in th e name of the clerk and are held by 

tile clerk or the clerk's agent, the investments are considered insured and registered, Category (1), in applying the credit 
risk of GASB Codification Section I50.164. 

In accordance with GA SB Codification Sectio1~ 150.165, the investment in LAM P at June 30, 1998, is not catcgorized 
in tile three risk categories provided by GASB Codification Section 150.164 because the investment is in th e pool of 
funds and therefore not evidenced by securities that exist in physical or book entry form. LAM P is administered  by 
LAM P, Inc., a nonprofit corporation organized under th e laws of the State of Louisiaua, which was formed by an 
initiative of the State Treasurer in 1993. The corporation is governed by a board & directors comprising tile State 
Treasurer, representatives from various organizations of local govermnent, the Govermnent Finance Office Association 
of Louisiana, and th e Society of Louisiana CPAs. Only local govermnents having contracted  to participate in LAM P 
have an investment interest in its pool of assets. The primary objective of LAMP is to provide a safe environment for 
tile placement of public funds in short-teim , high-quality investments. The LAM P portfolio includes only securities 
and other obligations in which local govern ments in Louisiana are authorized to invest. Accordingly, LAM P 
investments are restricted to securities issued, guaranteed, or backed by the U. S. Treasury, the U . S. Govern ment, or 
one of its agencies, enterprises, or instrumentalities, as well as repurchase agreements collateralizcd by those securities. 
Th e dollar weighted average portfolio m aturity of LAM P assets is restricted to not more than 90 days, and consists of 
no securities with a m aturity in excess of 397 days. LAM P is designed to be highly liquid to give its participants 
immed iate access to their account balances. 
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TANG1PAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Am ite, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

(Continued) 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

4. DUE TO/FROM  OTHER FUNDS 

The due to/from other funds of $105,489, at June 30, 1998, is as follows 

General Fund 

Advance Deposit Fund 

5. RECEIVA BLES 

The receivables of $98,756 at June 30, 1998, are as follows 

Class of Receivable 

Aeeotmts Receivable 

N SF Receivable 

Total 

6. C ItAN G ES IN G ENERA L FIX ED ASSETS 

General 
Fund 

$ 96,536 

246 

Due From Due To 

$ 29,439 

76,050 

$ 76,050 

29,439 

$ 105,489 $ 105,489 

Agency 
Funds 

$ 

1,974 

$ 96,536 

2,220 

$ 9
_ _ _ _ _

6782 $ 1,974 $
..~ _9g,756 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 

Balance 
July 1, 
1997 A dditions Deletions 

Lm~d 

Buildings 

Equipm ent 

Vehicle 

Total 

$ 27,800 

143,225 

317,981 

$ $ 

111,050 114,920 

Balm~cc 
June 30, 
1998 

$ 27,800 

143,225 

314,111 

23,981 22,020 23,981 22,020 

$ 512 987 $ 133,070 $ 138,901 $ 507 156 
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7. PENSION PLAN 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
A m ite~ Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 

(Continued) 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

l'lanDescription. Substantially all employees ofthe Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court are m enrbers of the Louisiana 

Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined pension plan 
administered  by a separate board of trustees. 

All regular employees who are under tile age of 60 at the time of original employm ent are required to participate in th e 
System . Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited sen,ice are entitled  to a retirem eat 
bco efit, payable m onth ly for life, equal to 3 per cent of th eir final-average salary for each 3,ear of cred ited service, not 
to exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary  over th e 36 

consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of 
service and do not with draw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued  
to their date oftem ~inafiou. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established and 
an ~eudc, d by state statute. 

The System issues an amlual publicly available finan cial report th at includes fi~m~cial statem ents aud required 
supplco aental information of the System . That report m ay be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Clerk of Court 

Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite B 1, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 
293- l 162. 

l;undi~g Policy. Plml m embers are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered salary 
and th e Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate 
is l O. OO percent of annual covcred payroll. Contributio~s to the S ystco~ also include oz]e-fourth of onc percent (one-half 
of one percent for Orleans Parish)ofthe taxes shovel to be collected by the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution 
req uirements of plan m embers and the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court are established and m ay be an]ended by state 
statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11 :103, file employer contributions are determined by actuarial 

valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The 
Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 1998~ 1997, and 1996, 
were $93,074, $101,498, and $105,378, respectively, equal to the req uired contributions for each year. 

Deferred Com pensation Plan 

Tile Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court also offers its employees a deferred compco sation plau created in accordance 
with Internal Revco ue Code Section 457. The plan, available to all clerk of court employees, permits th em to defer a 
portion of th eir salary  until future years. The deferred compensation is not available to employees until termination, 
retirem ent, death, or unforeseeable emergency. 

All am ounts of compensation deferred under the plan , all property and rights purchased  with those anaounts, and all 

income attributable to those amounts, property, or rights are (until paid or made available to the employee or other 
beneficiary) solely the property and rights of the clerk of court (~ thout being restricted to the provisions of the benefits 
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TANG1PAH OA PARISH CLERK  OF COURT 
A m ite, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

(Continued) 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

under tile plan), subject only to the claims of the clerk's general creditors. Participants' rights under the plan are equal 
to those of general creditors of the clerk in ml amount equal to the fair m arket value of the deferred account for each 
participant. 

The clerk of court has tile duty of due care that would be required of an ordinary prudent investor. The clerk believes 
that it is unlikely that it will use tile assets to satisfy the claims of general creditors in the future. 

8. OTItER POSTEM PLOYM ENT BENEFITS 

qqle clerk of court offers all retired employees health insurauce beuefits. The clerk and the retired employee each pay 
one-half of the prem ium on a pay-as-you-go basis. At June 30, 1998, eight retired employees were covered under the 
clerk's health insurance plan. The cost to the clerk of court for the 3,ear ended June 30, 1998, was $12,559. 

9. CO M PENSATED ABSENCES 

At June 30, 1998, employees & the clerk of court have accumulated and vested $152,982 of employee leave benefits, 
computed  in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60. Of this amount, $32,342 is recorded as an obligation 
of the general fired, and $l 20,640 is recorded within the general longAenn obligations account group. 

10. LEASES 

The clerk of court records items under capital leases as an asset and an obligation il~ the aecompauyiog finm~eial 
statem ents. 
The clerk of court had no capital leases at the end of the year. 

The clerk of court had no operating leases of more than twelve months at the end of the 3,ear 

11. CItANG ES IN A G ENCY FUND BALANCES 

A smnmary  of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follows 

Agency Funds 

A dvance Deposit 

Registry of Court 

Total 

Unsettled 
Deposits at 
Beginning 
of Year 

$ 3,270,598 

2,204,043 

$ 5,474,641 

Additions Deletions 

$ 1,567,865 $ 1,410,649 

4,588,696 5,100,934 

$ 6.156.561 

- 17 - 

Unsettled 
Deposits at 
End of 
Y ear 

$ 3,427,814 

1,691,805 

$ 5.119.619 



TANGIPAH OA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Am ite, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
(Continued) 

As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

12. CItANG ES IN G ENERA L LO NG-TERM  O BLIGATIONS 

The following is a summ ary of the loug4enn obligation transactions during the year 

Long-lenn obligations payable 
at July 1, 1997 

Additions 

Deletions 

Long-tern1 obligations payable 
At June 30, 1998 

13. EX CESS FUND BALANCE 

Compensated 
A bsences 

$ 

120,640 

$ 120.640 

Louisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four ),ears (at the close of the term of office) the clerk of court 
m ust pay tile parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fund balance that exceeds one-half of the revenues of 
tbe clerk's last ),car of his term of office. At Iune 30, 1998, tbere was no amount due tbe parish treasurer as the General 
Funds's fired balance at June 30, 1998, did not exceed one-half of the revenues of the General Fund for the last ),car 
of the clerk's four year term of offi ce. 

14. LITIGATIO N A ND CLAIM S 

At June 30, 1998, the clerk of court is involved in one suit. It is the opinion of the attorn ey, that there should be little 
or no exposure to the clerk of court from the suit. 

Claims and litigation costs of $2,208 were incurred in tile current ),ear an d have been recorded as a current-year 
expenditure in the G eneral Fund. 

15. EXPENDITURES OF TIlE CLERK OF COURT PAID BY THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Certain operating expenditures of the clerk's offi ce arc paid by the parish council and are not included in the 
accompanying financial statem ents. 
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TANGIPAH OA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
A m ite, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
(Continued) 

As of and for Ihe Year Ended June 30, 1998 

16. CO M M ITM ENTS AND INTERG OVERNM ENTAL SERVICE AGREEM ENT 

On Septem ber 28, 1994, th e Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court and th e Tangipahoa Parish Tax Assessor eutered into 

an agreelneut to jointly fund a new mapping system. The new mapping system is to be capable of producing o~alership 
maps including roads and rivers in Tangipahoa Parish, and also be able to create maps of all election districts. The 
m apping division will consist of one employee from the clerk of court's office, one employee from the tax assessor's 
office, and a team leader, who will be compensated by the clerk of court's offi ce. All expenses incurred, including aerial 
photography, will be th e responsibility of the municipalities or an y other governm ental agency desiring a GIS. 

17. RESERVED FUND BALANCE 

The am ount in th e Reserved Fund Balance is the balance of the checking account th at is dedicated to th e m appiug 

project between the clerk of court and the tax assessor. See footnote 16. 

18. O N-BEltALF PAYM ENTS FOR FRING E BENEFITS AND SALARIES 

For th e yea r ended June 30, 1998, the clerk of court had the following on-behalf paym ents, which were recorded as 
revean es when received and expenditures when th e cost was incurred, as required by GASB Statement 24: 

Funding Source 

Property Tax 

State Revenue Sharing 

Total On-Behalf Pa3anents 

19. YEAR 2000 ISSUE 

33,757 

3,391 

The Year 2000 issue is the result of shortcomings in many electronic data processing systems and other electronic 
equipment th at may adversely affect the government's operations as early as fiscal year 1999. 

The Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court has identified two (2) computer systems and other electronic equipment that may 
be affected by th e Year 2000 issue and that are necessary to conducting th e Clerk's operations. All of th ese systems 
and equipment exce pt for financial accounting and reporting are in the remediation phase. The financial accounting 
and reporting system is in th e validatio~qtesting phase. The other system must still be tested an d validated. All of th e 

systems are to be remediated by the software vendors, therefore there are no outside contracted anaounts for Ibis project 
as of June 30, 1998. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of th e Year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related rem cdiation efforts 
will not be fully detem finable uutil the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagement cannot assureth at the Tangipahoa Parish 
Clerk of Court is or will be Year 2000 ready, th at the Tan gipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's remediation efforts will be 
successful in whole or in part, or that parties with whom th e Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court does busincss will be 
Year 2000 ready. 

~ 19 - 



G ENERA L FUND 

The General Fund serves as the general operating fund of the clerk of court. It is used to account for al 
financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
AM ITE, LOUISIAN A 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND S - GENERAL FUN D 

REV EN UES 
Licenses and perm its 
M arriage licenses 
Passports 
Total licenses & perm ils 

Schedule of Revenues and Expenditures 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

Fees, charges, and com lnissions for services: 
Court cost, fees, and charges 
Crim inal fees 
Suits &  successions 
Courl attendance 
Total fees, charges, and com m issions 
for services 

Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Recordings, cancellalions, and m ortgages 
Total fees for recording legal docum ents 

U se of money and property-inlerest and dividends 

M iscellaneous revenues 
M apping salary reimbursement 
M inule Clerk reimbursem ent 
Election reim bursem ent 
Parish Council reimbursement 
Clerk's supplemental 
Election qualifying fees 
M iscellaneous 
Total m iscellaneous revenues 

TOTA L REV EN UES 

(Continued) 

GENERAL FUND 

SCH EDULE I 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

VARIANCE 

FAVORABLE 

~ NFAVORABLE) 

2,375 $ 24,100 $ 
3,000 
5,375 

97,000 
907,000 
9,300 

1,013,300 

927.000 
927.000 

160.000 

3,531 
14,400 
6,030 
3,750 
11,325 

115 
2,500 
41.651 

3,320 
27.420 

117,099 
960,732 
9.780 

1.087.611 

952,209 
952,209 

21,725 
320 

22.045 

20,099 
53,732 

480 

74,311 

25,209 
25,209 

187,307 27,307 

3,531 
14,400 
7,237 
4,149 
12,300 

115 
81 

41.813 

$ 
, 
2,147,326 $ 2,296,360 $ 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements. 
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1,207 

399 
975 

(2,419) 
162 

149.034 



EXPENDITURES 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
AM ITE, LOUISIANA 

GOVERN M ENTAL FUNDS - GENERA L FUN D 

Schedule of Revenues and Expenditures 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

General goverunlent: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Salary of official 
Salary of deputies 
Salary of other em ployees 
Election salary - em ployees 
Election salary  - non-em ployees 
Cnstodian of voting m achines 
Payroll taxes 
M edicare taxes 
Retirem ent contribution, s 
G roup health insurance 
U niforms 
Supplem ental com p. fund 
Total personal serv ices and related benefits 

O perating services 
Clerk's expense allowance 
Dues & association fees 
U CC billings 
Office equipm ent repairs & m aintenance 
Insurance expense 
Errors & om m issions insurance 
Telephone 
M arriage license spouse abuse 
Professional fees 
Legal fees 
Jury com m ission 
M iscellaneous 
Total operating serv ices 

M aterials and supplies 
Offi ce supplies 
Postage 
Computer expense 
Total m aterials and supplies 

(Continued) 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements. 
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GENERAL FUN D 

SCHEDULE 1 

(Continued) 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

69,200 $ 
967,000 
9,600 
5,797 

2,400 
650 

8,500 
93,000 
139,000 
16,034 
23.100 

1.334.28 

7,018 
1,642 

27,200 
21,000 
3,000 
20,700 
35,000 
10,900 
20,000 
1,000 
4,200 
3.700 

155.360 

149,000 
25,350 
10.883 
185,233 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

~ NFAVORABLE) 

71),175 
977,478 
12,014 
6,998 
360 

2,400 
626 

8,167 
93,074 
153,078 
10,427 
23,225 

1.358.022 

7,018 
1,642 
26,628 
18,976 
2,587 
20,700 
36,420 
11,376 
18,321 
2,208 
4,234 
3.435 

153.545 

148,570 
26,895 
12,654 
188.119 

(975) 
(10,478) 
(2,414) 
(1,2Ol) 
(360) 

24 
333 

(74) 
d4,078) 
5,607 

(I25)_ 
(23,741~ 

572 
2,024 
413 

(1,420) 
(476) 
1,679 

(1,208) 
(34) 
265 

1.815 

430 

(1,545) 
(1,771l. 
(2,886l. 



 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
A M ITE, LO U ISIAN A 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUN D S - GENERAL FUN D 

Schedule of Revenues and Expenditures 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

Travel and other charges 
A uto expense 
Travel & conventions 
Training & education 
Total travel and other charges 

Capital expenditures 
M apping 
Fixed assets 
Total capital expenditures 

TOTAL EXPEN DITURES 

(Concluded) 

GENERAL FUN D 

SCHEDULE 1 

(Continued) 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

2,600 
12,000 
5,000 
19.600 

26,822 
22.020 
48.842 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements. 
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2,566 
10,105 
3,744 
16.415 

26,822 
22.020 
48.842 

1.764.943 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

34 
1,895 
1,256 
3.185 

$ (21,627) 



FIDUCIARY TYPE FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 

ADVANCE DEPO SIT FUN D 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisian a Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for advance deposits on suits 
filed by litigants. The advances are refimdable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. 

REG ISTRY O F CO URT FUND 

The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds that have been 
ordered by the court to be held uutil judgement has beeu rendered in court litigations. W ithdrawal ofthe fimds can be 
m ade only upon order of the court. 
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A SSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
hw cslm enls 
Receivables 
Due from Other Funds 

TOTAL ASSETS 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
AM 1TE, LOU ISIAN A 

FIDUCIARY FUN DS - AGEN CY FUNDS 

LIABILITIES 
Due to general fund 
D ue to taxing bodies and olhers 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

Combined Balance Sheet 
June 30, 1998 

SCH EDULE 2 

ADVANCE REGISTRY 
DEPOSIT OF COURT 
FUN D FUND TOTAL 

$ 1,524,333 $ 1,691,787 
1,854,914 

1,956 18 
76.050 

$ 29,439 
3.427.814 

$ 
1.691.805 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these statements 
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3,216,120 
1,854,914 

1,974 
76.050 

5.149.058 

29,439 
5.119.619 
5.149.058 



UN SETTLED DEPO SITS AT 
BEGINN IN G O F Y EA R 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
AM 1TE, LOU ISIAN A 

FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUN DS 

Schedule of Changes in Unsettled Balances 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

ADDITION S 
Deposits: 

Suits, successions and judgments 
Total additions 
Total 

REDUCTION S 
Clerk's costs (transferred 
to General Fund) 

Settlements to litigants 
Attorney, curator, and notary fees 
Stenographer's fees 
Sheriffs fees 
Judical expense 
Juror cost 
Other reductions 

Total reductions 

UN SETTLED D EPO SITS A T 
EN D O F Y EAR 

ADVAN CE 
DEPOSIT 
FUND 

$ 3,270,598 $ 

SCH EDULE 3 

REGISTRY 
OF COU RT 
FUN D TOTAL 

2,204,043 $ 5,474,64 

1.567.865 4.588.696 
1.567.865 4.588.696 
4.838.463 

960,732 
187,063 

330 
22,329 
64,562 
99,470 
11,178 
64,985 

1.410.649 

6.792.739 

5,100,934 

5.100.934 

3,427,814 $ 1,691,805 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statem ents 
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6,156,561 
6,156,561 
1.631.202 

960,732 
5,287,997 

330 
22,329 
64,562 
99,470 
11,t78 
64.985 

6.511.583 



 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
A m ite, Louisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTAL INFO RM ATION SCH EDULES 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 

The follow-up and corrective action taken on all prior audit findings is presented in the summ ary schedule of prior audit 

findings in Schedule 4. 

CURRENT AUDIT FINDING S 

The corrective action plan for current year audit findings is presented in Schedule 5 
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TANG IPAH OA PARISH CLERK O F COURT 
A m ile, Louisiana 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Year Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

Section 1 - Internal Control and Compliance M aterial to the Financial Statements 

Schedule 4 

There were 11o Prior Year Audit Findings for lntem al Control or Complimlce M aterial to the Financial Statements 

Section 11 - M anagem ent Letter 

There was no M anagem ent Letter in the prior ),ear 
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TANG IPAH OA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
Am ite, Louisiana 

Corrective A ction Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

Section 1 - Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

Schedule 5 

There were no findings for Intern al Control or Compliance that were m aterial to the Finm~cial Statements 

Section 11 - M anagement Letter 

Reference N um ber: 98-M 1 

Description of Finding 

During the financial audit for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1998, we noted that daily deposits were not 
always deposited timely. W e reconunend that each day the deposits from the previous day be deposited as early 
as possible. 

Corrective Action Planned 

The above finding is the result of deposits being made later on the following day, after die bank had changed 
over to the next day. W e will begin to m ake our daily deposits earlier in the day in order to correct this finding. 

Nam e of Contact Person 

Alison Carona, Chief Deputy 
Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court 

(504) 748-4146 

Anticipated Com pletion Dale 

January 1, 1999 

R eference N um ber 98-M 2 

Description of Finding 

The Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court m aintains a current listing of general fixed assets, which is updated 
annually. The listing is maintained oJ~ a word processor. It is di~ cult to detenninc thc additious and dclctions 
m ade during tl~e year in order to reconcile the begimaing aud ending balance of general fixed assets. W e 
reco mmend that fixed asset records for the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court be maintained in a format that 
provides an audit trail for determining begilming balances per class and department, and identifieatioa of 
additions and deletions, necessary to reco ncile ending balances 
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TANGIPAH OA PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Am ite, Louisiana 

Corrective A ction Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

Corrective Action Planned 

Schedule 5 

(Contiuued) 

The above recomm endation will be implemented. The Chief Deputy will assist in m aking the required 
changes, and will m onitor compliance to the recommendations. 

Name of Contact Person 

Alison Carona, Chief Deputy 
Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court 

(504) 748-4146 

A nticipated Com pletion D ate 

JanualT 1, 1999 

- 30 - 



~Van~en A . W ool, CPA 

M id~ael P. Esmy, CPA 

Dale H. Jones, CPA 
Charles P. Hel,c~, CPA 

James D. Rabalais, CPA 

BRUCE H AR RELL & CO . 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOONTANrFS 

A Professiona~ Account;nil Corporation 

109 W est M innesota Park 
Park Place Suite 7 

H am m ond, LA 70403 
VOICE: (504) 542-6372 
FAX: (504) 345-3156 

KENTW OOD OFFICE 

P.O . Box 45 - 602 Fifth St. 

Kentwoo3, LA 70444 

VOICE: (504) 229-5955 
FAX: (504) 229-5951 

M EM BEP.S 
American Institute of CI'As 
Society of Louisiana CI'As 

REPO RT O N CO M PLIA N CE A ND O N INTERN A L CO NTRO L O VER FINA N CIA L 
R EPO R TIN G BA SED O N A N A UD IT O F FINA N CIA L STA TEM EN TS PER FO R M ED 

IN A CCO RDA NCE W ITH G O V ERN M ENT A UDITING STA N DA RD S 

To the Honorable John Dahm cr 
Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court 
Am ile, Louisiana 70422 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court as of and for the year ended 
June 30, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated D ecember 4, 1998, w hich w as qualified because 
insufficient audit evidence exists to support the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's disclosures w ith respect 
to the Y ear 2000 issue. Except as discussed in the preceding sentence, w e conducted our audit in accordance 
with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
G overnm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the Tm~gipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain 
provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance w ith w hich could have a direct 
and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent amounts. Itow ever, providing an opinion 

on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not 
express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are 
required to be reported under G overn m ent Auditing Standards. H ow ever, w e noted certain im m aterial 
instances of noncom pliance that w e have reported to m anagem ent of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of 
Court in the Corrective A ction Plan for Current Y ear Audit Findings as item number 98-M  1. 

hrternal C ontrol O ver Financial R eporting 

In planning and performing our audit, w e considered the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's internal 
control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control 
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A Plof~sslon~l Att uning Corporetion 

Page 2 

over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting w ould not 
necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be material 
w eaknesses. A m aterial w eakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the 
internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in 
am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the financial statements being audited m ay occur and not 
be detected within a timely period by employees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned 
functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation 
that w e consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. H ow ever, w e noted other m atters involving the internal 
control over financial reporting that we have reported to m anagement of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk 
of Court in the Corrective Action Plan for Current Year Audit Findings as item number 98-M 2. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagem ent and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. H ow ever 
this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Bruce Harrell & Company, CPAs 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 

December 4, 1998 

- 32 - 


