
 

OrrlClat ~'1 
FILE COPY 

DO NOT S~IqD OUT 

o~pJes fi-om this 
copy and PLACE 
BACK in FILE) 

e 
R~'~FIVE~ LE

GIoLAiI\,E AUDITOR 

2600 J~',N -3 fd'; I0:37 

GENERAl. PURPO SE FINAN CIAI~ STATEM ENTS 

ST. TA M M A N Y PA RIS11 CLERK OF COURT 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

Ycar Ended June 30, 1999 

onoer provlseons .of state law, tm a 
report is a Public docum ent, A 
copy of the report has been subm it- 
ted to the audited, or reviewed, 
entity and oLh(;r spprop, iate public 
officials. ]h:~ re~'x)rL is available for 
public inspection at the Baton 
Rouge office of-the Legislative Audi. 
tor and, where appropriate, at the 
9ffice of the parish c~erk of court 

I~ l~a.~;e [)ate ]
_ L"]~'~-O0 . 



IN I)EPI~;N I)ENT AU I)ITORS' REPORT 

C O N T E N T S 

GF.N ERA1. PURPO SI~; FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

COM BINI~I) BA I.AN CE SH EET - A1.L FUND TYPES AN D ACCOUNT GROU PS 

STATEM ENT O17 REV EN UES, EX PEN DITURES, AN D CI IAN GES IN FUND 

}IAI.ANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GOVERNM ENTAl. 
FUNI) TYPE - GEN ERAL FUND 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAl. STATEM EN TS 

COM BINING STATEM EN TS AN D INDIVIDUA L FUND SCH EDU LES 

G I~N I~;R A1. FU ND 

SCltI';I)U I J; O F REV EN UES 

SCIt H )U I.E OF EXPENDITURES 

A G I';N C Y FUN DS 

COM BIN ING BA I.AN CIV~ SH EET 

SCI]I~;I)U IJ~ OF CltAN GES IN UN SETTLED I)EPOSITS 

IN I)EI'I';N I)EN T AU DITORS' REPORT ON COM PLIAN CE AND ON INTERN A I~ 
CON TRO L O V I~;P. H NA N CIA L REPORTIN G BA SED ON AN AU D IT O F 
FINAN CIA l. STATEM EN TS PERFORM ED IN ACCORI)AN CE W lTI1 GO VERNM IfN 'I 
d UI)IITN(; 5,'TANI)ARDS 

PAGE 

3 

21 

22 

25 

26 

27 



Samuel K Smith, CPA 
Pamck "Bryan" l luval, CPA 

Sm ith, H uval &  A ssociates, L.L.C . 
tA lIMITED I IABll lTY COMPANY) 

Certifled Public Accountanfs 
P.O. Box 1660 

Covin gton, l.ouisiana 70434-1660 

INDEPENDENT AU DITORS' REPORT 

I tonorablc M alise Prieto 
St. Tannnany Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any l'arisb, l,ouisiana 

504) 892-6633 - Covingt{m 
504) 892-4666 - FAX 

W e have audiled the accom panying general purpose financial statem cnts of the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk 
of Courl as of June 30, 1999 and for the year then ended as lisled in the table ofcontenls. These financial 
slalcm enls are the responsibility of the lnanagenlcnl of lbe St. Tmnm any Parish Clerk of Court. Our 
responsibilily is to cxpress an opinion on lhese financial statem cnts based on our audil. 

W c conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and Govelvonenl AudiNng 
Xtandords issued by lhe Com ptroller General of the Unitcd Slates. Those standards requirc thai we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial slatem cnts arc free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a lest basis, evidence supporting thc am ounts and 
disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and 
significanl eslim atcs m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating tlle overall financial slalem enl 
prcscnlation. W c belicve thai our audit provides a rcasonablc basis tor our opinion. 

is~ our opinion, lhc gcncral purpose financial slalem cnls rcfcrrcd to abovc prcseni fairly, in all m alerial 
respccts, the financial position of the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Cotlrl as of June 30, 1999, and the re sults 
of its operations and changes in fund balance for the year then ended in eonfom fity w ith gcncrally acecpted 
aecounling principles. 

Our audil was m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose financial slalcm cnls laken 
as a w hole. The com bining slalem cnls and individual fire d schedules listed in the table of contents are 
prcsenled for purposes of additional analysis and arc not a required part of lhc general purpose financial 

slalenlenls. Such combining statements and individual fund schedules have been subjected lo lho audiling 
ploeedulvs applied in the atldil of the general purpose financial slalem enls and, in our opinion, atv fais'ly 
slated in all m alcrial respects in relation Io the general purpose financial statesncnts laken as a whole. 

The $1. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court has not presented the disclosures required by Goverlm m ntal 
Accounting Standards Board Tcchnical Bulletin 98-1 l)isclosures ahoul Year 2000 Issues, as am ended by 
Govcrnm enlal Accounting Standards Board Technical Bulletin 99-1, that the Governm ental Accounting 
Slandards Board has dctcrm ined are neccssary to supplcm enl, although not be a parl of, the basic financial 
slalcm cnls. In addilion, we do not provide assurance that the S1. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court is or w ill 
becom e year 2000 com pliant, tha~ tim SL Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court's Yeas- 2000 rcm cdialion cflbrls 
w ill be sacccssfid in whole or in parl, or thai parties w ilh which llm S1. Tam m any Parish Clerk of(?ourl 
does business arc or w ill bccolne Y cm" 2000 com pliant. 



ltonorablc M alisc Prielo 
S1. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
S1. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

In accordancc w ifl~ Go;,ern:nent Auditing Slandard, s', we havc also issucd a report dalcd Novem ber 19, 1999 
on our considcralion oflhc St. Tam m any Parish Clerk ofCotlrFs inlcm al control over ~nancial rcporling 
and our lcsls of com pliance w ilh certain provisions of law s, rcgulations, conlracls, and granls. 

u...,d  , 
Novem ber 19. 1999 
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S1. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tanm lany Parish, Louisiana 

STATEM ENT OF REV EN UES, EX PENDITURES, AN D CllAN GES 

lN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 
GOVERN M ENTAL FUND TYPE - GEN ERAL FUND 

1;oi" the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

R EV EN UES 
M arriage licenses 
Fees, ehargcs and eolm nissions for services: 

Court cosls, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum enls 
Fees for certified copies 

Other 
Tornado insurance rcim bursem eld 
U se of m oney and property - interest earnings 

Tolal revenues 

EX PI",NI)I']'URI;S 
G cnera] govcFnll"lcnl: 
A dm inistration 
Recordings and filings 
M orlgagc ccrtificales 
Civil suits and probalcs 
Crim inal suils and m inutes 
Eleclions 
Accounling and m aps 

Tolal cxpenditurcs 

EXCESS OF REV EN UES OV ER 
EX I)I,;NI)ITURES 

FUN I) BAI.ANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND 13A I.A NCI~ AT END OF YEAR 

+ Budget 

V ariance 
Favorable 

~ ctuaL  (Lln favorable) 

33,8(1(I $ 36,481 $ 2,681 

1,568,000 
1,932,450 
490,325 
30,200 
183,250 

. . 120~000 
~ ,358,025 

585,225 
699,925 
554,050 

1,241,825 
941,450 
155,300 

__  146,9~5~1 

1,877,271 
2,519,859 
266,044 
79,983 
266,860 
149,413 

_ 5.1~5,911 

529,503 
754,717 
527,680 

1,126,620 
995,337 
147,810 
164,078 

309,271 
587,409 

(224,281) 
49,783 
83,610 
29.g13 
837,88~ 

55,722 

(54,792) 
26,370 
115,205 

(53,88~ 
7,490 

(l~12m 

~ ,324,725 _ .4.24&Z45 78,930 

$~  33.3(/(! 950,166 $ 9Jfi,8~  

52L255~ 

~ 4619~25 

'hc accom panying notes arc an intcgral part of lhis statcm cnl 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
SI. Tam m any Parish, l,ouisiana 

N OTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

June 30, 1999 

N O'I'I~ A - SU M M ARY O I7 SIGNIFICANT ACCOU NTING POLICIES 

The finaucial slalcm ents of the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court havc been prepared in conform ity w ith 
generally acccplcd aecouuling principlcs (GAAP) as applicd lo governmental unils. Thc Govcrnmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is lhe acccpted standard-sctling body for establishing govcrmnenlal 
accounting and financial reporting principles. The m orc significant of the governm ent's accounting policies 
are described below . 

RcportingE nlily 

A s provided by Arliclc V , Scclion 28 of the Louisiana Constitulion of 1974, the Clerk serves a four- 
ycm" lerm as lhe ex-offi cio notary public, the recorder of conveyances and m orlgagcs. The Clerk can 

appoinl dcpulies with dulies and powers provided by law, wil.h thc approval oflhe dislric! judge. 

For fin ancial reporting purposes, lhc Clcrk includcs all funds, account groups, and aciivilics Ihal arc 
w ilhin lhe ovcrsighl responsibility oflhc Clerk as an independently elecled parish offi cial. The Clerk 
is solely rcsponsible for lhc operations of her offi ce, which includes the hiring or relenlion of 
cm ployccs, aulhority over budgeting, and lhc receipt and disbursem ent of funds. A ccordingly, lhe 
Clerk is fiscally independent and a separale reporting chilly. Certain m ills of local governm ent, over 
which the Clerk excrcises no ovcrsigbl responsibilily, such as the Parish Police Jury, Parish School 
Board, olher indcpendenlly eleclcd parish offi cials, and m unicipalities w itlfin lhc Parish, arc excluded 
fi'om lhe accom panying financial statem enls. These ui~ils of governm ent arc considered separale 
reporting cnliiies and issue financial s~.a(cm enls scparale fi'om ileal office Clerk. 

2. l!und Accotmting 

The Clcrk uses fim ds and accounl groups to report on its financial position and lhc results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed 1o dcm onslralc legal com pliancc and Io aid financial 
m anagem cnl by segregating lransactions related lo certain governm cnl fimclions or aclivilics. 

A fund is a separate accounting enlity w ilh a self-balancing sel of accounts. An account group, on 
lhc olher hand, is a financial rcporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and 
liabililies thal arc not rccorded in the funds because they do nol directly affccl nel expendable, 
available financial resol.lrecs. 



$1. Tam nlany Parish Clcrk of Courl 
SI. Tam m any Parish, 1,ouisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

Jtm e 30, 1999 

NOTE A - SL1M M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POI,ICIES (Confomed) 

2. Fm~.l Accounting (continued) 

The Clcrk's fund types have been classified into two catcgorics: govermnental (Gencral Fund) and 
fiduciary (Agency Funds). These fends are described as follows: 

G o v crm nenlaLEun(LTNl~c 

G cnc~ l&'und - The General Fund as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is lhc principal 
fired of the Clerk of Court and accounts fo r the operations ofthc Clerk's office. The various fees and 
chargcs due to the Clerk's office are accounted fo r in this fund. G eneral operating cxpcnditures arc 
paid from this fo nd. 

lqd ucJm:y Fum lZLypc 

A gcncy~Dands - Tim Advance Deposit and Registry of Court agency funds account for assets held on 
behalf of outside partics, including other governm ents, or on behalf of other fim ds w ithin the 

govcrmncnt. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets cqual liabilities) and do not involve 
m casurclnenl of restdls of operations. Thc Advancc Deposit Fund is used to account fo r advance 
deposits in suits filed by litigants. The Rcgistry of Court Fund is used to account fo r fimds held by 

ordcr of the court until judgment is rendered by the judiciary. 

3. Basis o~A ccom ~ting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and cxpenditm'cs are recognized in the accounts and 
rcporlcd in the financial statem cnts. Basis of accounting rclatcs to the tim ing of the lncasurculcuts 
m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent fo cus applied. All govern m ental funds arc accounted fo r using 
lhc m odified accrual basis of accounting. The governm ental fimds use lhc fo llow ing practices in 
recording revenues and expenditures: 

Rc'~enuc~ 

G encral fired revenucs such as recording, cancellations, certified copies, clcclion, ccrtificalcs, 
m arriage licenses, crim inal costs, court attendance fees, and interest revenue arc recorded when they 
becom e m easurable and available. Fees collcctcd and hcld by the Advance I)cposil and Registry 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, 1,ouisiana 

N OTES "1"O FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

June 30, 1999 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGN IFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - Continued 

3. Basis o~A ccoxmIlng (continued) 

of Courl A gency Funds on bchalf of tile Clcrk's Gcncral Fund also arc rccognizcd as rcvcnuc 
Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. 

Expc~tdittu'cs 

G enerally, cxpcndilures arc recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting when tile 
rcla~ed fire d }iabilily is incurred. Com pem ated absences arc recognized as cxpel~dilurcs whcl~ leave 
is aclually taken or whcu em ployees arc paid for accrued leave upon lcrm ination. The cost of leave 
privileges not requiring current resources is recorded in the general long-term obligations account 

group. 

4. Budget an~LBxulgctary Accounting 

form al budget integration is em ployed as a m anagcm cnt control devicc during the year for the 
G eneral Fund. Budget am ounts included in tile accom panying financial slalclncnls include tile 
orighlal ~dopJed budgcl aJld all slJbscqlJcJ~I am eJJdm cJl|s. Tile proposed buds, el for ~bc 1999 /iscal 
ycar w as m ade available for public inspection at the Clerk's office on M ay 19, 1998. The proposed 

budget, prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, was published in thc official journal 24 
days bcforc the public hearing. The budget hcaring w as held at the Clerk's office on Junc 12, 1998. 
The budget is Icgally adopted and am euded, as necessary, by the Clerk. A ll appropriations lapse at 

year end. 

5. ISnctln~b~rmlccs 

l';ncum bra~cc aceounling, under wl~icb pt~rchasc orders, conlracts, and other com m ilm et~ls for lbe 
expenditure of m onies arc recorded in order to reserve thai portion of/he applicable appropriation, 
is not Clnploycd by tile Clerk. 

6. _(_?aslx 

Cash and cash cquivalents include am ounts in dcm and deposits, interest bcaring dem and deposits, and 
lim e deposits w ilh original m aturities of three m ouths or less. Under stale law , the Clerk of Courl 
m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest bearing dem and deposits, or tim e deposits w ith state 
banks organized tm dcr Louisiana law or mb, other slate of the United Stales, or under 
tile law s of the United States. 



St. Tanm lany Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any l'arish, l,ouisiana 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

June 30, 1999 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continucd) 

6. (_:ash,~?ashf.xlttix, alcnts and ln~csllllCnls - (Continued) 

Under state law, the Clerk m ay invcst in Uniled Stalcs bonds, lrcasuLv notes, or certificalcs. These 
are classified as irJvcslm cnls if their original m aturities cxcccd 90 days. hw cstm ents arc stated at cost 
which approxim ates m arket. 

7. Short-Tcl~ninlcrfm~d Receivablcs/Payabl~  

During tile course of operations, ntllllerous transactions occur between individual funds for services 
rendered. These receivables and payables arc classified as "due fl'om other fimds" or "duc to other 
funds" on the balance sheet. 

8. lqxcd Assets 

Fixed assets arc recorded as expenditures at the lim e purchased, and the related assets are capitalized 

(reported) in the general fixed assets account group. All purchased fixed assets arc valued at cost 
where historical records are availablc mad at estim ated historical cost where no historical records cxist. 
l)onatcd fixed assets, if any, are valued at their estim ated fair m arket value on the date received. The 
costs of normal m ain tenance and repairs thai do not add to the value of the asset or m aterially extend 
asset lives arc not capitalized. No dcpreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 

9. C:om llcn sat cd A bsences 

Em ployecs accrue vacation leave at the rate of 10 to 25 days l)er year, according to years of service 
w ith the Clerk's office. A m axim um of 5 days of vacation leave can bc carricd forward to the 
succceding year. V acation leave in excess of thc carry forward am ount is forfcitcd. Em ployccs 
accrue sick leave at a rate of 6 to 12 days per year, according to years of service w ith the Clerk's 
officc. Em ployees arc allow ed to carry forward a m axim um of 30 days of unused sick leave from year 
to ycar. Upon term ination, or at retirem ent, em ployees arc paid for unused sick leave at the discretion 
of the Cleric At retirem ent, em ployees are paid for all accrued vacation leave. 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. 3'am nlany Parish, Louisiana 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30, 1999 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING PO1]CIES (Continued) 

9. Compcnsatcd2kbscnces - (Continued) 

Vcstcd o1" accmnulated vacation leave that is expected to bc liquidated w ith expendable available 
financial resources is to be reported as an expenditure and a fund liability of tile General Fund. 
Am ounts of vested or aceunm lated vacation leave that are not expected to be liquidated w ith 
expendable available financial resources are to be Teporled in tile general long-term obligation account 

group. 

10. Long-Tcrm D bligalioam 

l,ongqerm obligations expected to be financed fl'om tile G eneral Fund arc reported in tile general 
long-term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest paym ents for long4crm 
obligations are recognized in tile G eneral Fund w hen due. 

2l'otal~ oJ 

The total cohmm on the general purpose financial statem ents is captioned "M cm orandmn Only" to 
indicate that they arc presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in lhcse eohmm s do not 
present financial position, results of operations or changes in financial position in conformity w ith 
generally accepted accounting principles. N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. 

NOTE B - CASI I, CASll EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTM ENTS 

At June 30, 1999, tile Clerk of Court has cash and cash cquivalenls (book balances) totaling $2,837,654 

Petly cash 
Interest-bearing dem and deposits 

Tolal 

$ 400 
_2 ,837,25A 
$2.83_Z,6 S~4 

These dcposils are staled at cost, which approximates market. Under stale law, these deposits (o1 the 
resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or tile pledge of securities owned by 
tile bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus file federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es 
equal the am ount ori deposit w ith t11o bank. 

lnvcslm cnts at Junc 30, 1999 consist of cerlificalcs of dcposit totaling $3,220,00(I 



Sl. Tam n~any Parish Clerk of Courl 
St. Tam m any Parish, l,ouisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30. 1999 

NOTE 17, - CASII, CASII EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTM ENTS -(Continucd) 

These securities arc held in thc nam e of the pledging bank in a holding or cuslodial bank that is m utually 

acceptable Io bo/h parlies. At June 30, 1999, lhc Clerk has $6,537,332 in dcposils (collected bank 
balances) which includes investments in certificates of deposits of $3,220,000. Thcsc deposils are secured 
fi'om risk by $7(/0,000 of fcdcral dcposil insurance and $5,837,332 of pledged securiiics held by thc 
euslodial bank in the name oflhe bank (GASB Category 3). 

l';vcn lhough lhc pledged sccurilies arc considered uncollatcralized (Calcgory 3) under lhc provisions of 
GA SB Slalem ent 3, Louisiana Revised Stalule 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirem ent on the custodial 
bank Io advcrtise and sell the plcdged securities w ithin 10 days of being notified by lhc Clerk ofCourl thal 
the bank has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

N OTE C - RI!CI!IVABLES 

l'hc rcccivablcs of $107,453 at June 30, 1999 consislcd of lhc following 

Crim inal costs 
lnteresl 

Court attendance 
Rccordation 
M iscellancous 

$ 38,955 
2,723 
1,175 

62,952 
1~948 

II;JLLT_, 753 

The Clerk considers all receivables lo be collccliblc; therefore, no allowance has bccn cslablished for 
doubtful accounls. 



N OTE D - FIX ED A SSETS 

SI. Tanm lany Parish Clerk of Court 
SI. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIA L STATEM ENTS 

June 30, 1999 

The follow ing is a smm nary of changes in the general fixed assct account group during Ihe fiscal year: 

O ffice cquipm ent and 
fiu'niturc 
A ulom olivc equipm ent 
Softw are 
Building im provem ents 

Tola 

Balance 
June 30, 
1992~ _. 

$1,556,478 
24,249 
131,000 

~ D4A 34 

A ddgions 

$ 128,707 

Rpxlltctiolls 

$ 3,157 

Balance 
J unc 3(1, 
199(~  

$1,682,028 
24,249 
131,000 
204,434 

$1,916~ 1_6j_ ~ 128:'~02 $ __~~,15~ $2.041.711 

Total capilal outlays reflected in the accom panying financial statem ents for lhc General Fund totaled 
$135,016. This anlount is different fi-om total additions of $128,702 duc to item s purchased below $50 
w hich is Ihc C lerk's cutoff for capitalizing assets and for other non-capitalizablc ilcm s. 

NOTE E - I,EA SES 

The Clcrk is obligated under certain leases accounted for as operating leases. Operating Icascs do not give 
rise to property rights or lease obligalions, and therefore the results of the lease agrccm cnls are not rcflcclcd 
in the CleriCs account groups. Rent paym cnts of$118,553 w crc m ade during the ycar cndcd .hum 3(1, 1999. 
The follow ing is a schedule of futurc m inim um rcnlal paym ents: 

~'Cal 12nding J,m c 30 
2000 
2(/(I 1 
2(/(12 

Total m inim um lease paym ents 

13xfi ldings 
$ 56,700 

725 

$ . 57:425 

Copiers 
$ 29,989 
10,08(I 
~ 35 

$ 40.504 

~)tal.. 
$ 86,689 

10,805 

~ '0~ 922 

The l,and Records Building lease term cuds on June 30, 2000. Thc Clerk has the oplion lo renew tim 
building lease within ninety (lays of term ination for an additional four years at $5,000 a m onth. 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, l.ouisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAl, STATEM ENTS 

NO'I'E F - COM PEN SATED ABSEN CES 

June 30, 1999 

At June 30, 1999, cm ployees of lhc Clerk of Cotlrl havc accum ulated and vcstcd $114,726 of employcc 
leave benefils. This am otm l is recorded w ithin lhc general long-term debt accotml group. 

NOTE G - ('llAN GI~;S 1N LON G-TERM  OBLIGATION S 

l'he follow ing is a sum m ary of the changes in general long-term obligations for lhc year ended June 30 
1999: 

Com pensalcd absences 

Balance 
June 30, Addilions 
1998 CRed uclio~.s) 

$~ 02.42~ $__ A.a2~  

N OTE 11 - INTERFUND TRAN SACTION S 

Balance 
June 30, 
A R99 
$1. _41A,72_0 

Individual balancc's duc fi'om /lo olher ftm ds al June 30, 1999 consisled of fees in lhc am om~l of $32,129 
chargcd by lhc General Fund Io lhe Advance D eposit Fund for services perform ed in m aintaining advance 
deposil aeeounls. 

NOTE 1 - RISK M ANA GEM EN 'I 

The Clcrk of Cotn-I is exposed lo various risks of loss rclated lo torts; lhcft of, dam age lo, and dcstruclion 

of assets; errors and omissions; injuries lo employees; and nalural disas/ers. The Clerk, along with other 
Clcl-ks of (?ourl in lhc Slate of Louisiana, form ed lhe Clerks of Court Self-Insurance Association Fund 

(CSIAF). II is a public cnlily risk pool currently operating as a common risk managemenl and insurance 
program for 36 m em ber Clerks of Court. The Clerks pay an annual prelnium lo CSIAF for their gcncral 
insurance coverage,. The Articles of Association of the CSIAF provides tha~ CSIAF w ill be self-sustaining 
lhrough m ember premiums. The CSIAF pays claims, in excess oflhe Clerk's deductible of $7,500, up lo 
a m axim um lim it of l ,OOO,OOO for each insured cvenl. D m'ing lhe ycar cndcd June 30, 1999, no claim s werc 
m ade againsl the Sl. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Courl for risks covered by lhe CS]AF. 



N OTE J - I'EN SION 1'1 ,AN 

S1. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30. 1999 

Plan l)escriptiom Subslanlially all em ployees of the Clerk's office are m em bers of the Clerks of Court 

l/clircmcnl and Rclicf Fund ("System"), a cost-sharing, mulliplc-cmployer defincd bcncfil pension plan 
adm inislcrcd by a scparatc board of trustees. 

All regular em ployees who arc undcr Ihc age of 60 al the tim e of original cm ploym cnl arc required Io 
participate in Ihc System . Em ployees who relire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of crcdiled scrvicc 
arc cnlillcd to a relircm enl bcncfil, payablc m onthly for life, equal Io 3 pcrccnt oflhcir final-avcragc salary 
for cach year of credited service, not lo exceed 100 percent of their final-averagc salary. Final-avcragc 

salary is Ihe employee's avcrage salary over the 36 conscculive or joined monllls lhal produce the highcsl 
average, l~m ployces who lcrm inale w ilh aI leasl 12 ycars of service and do not w ithdraw lheir em ployee 
contributions m ay rclire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their dale of term ination. The 
Syslcm also provides death and disabilily bcncfits. Benefits arc cslablished and am cndcd by stale slalulc. 

The Systcm issues an annual publicly awfilablc financial rcporl that includes financial statem ents and 
rcquircd supplcm cniary inform ation for lhe Syslcm . Thai report m ay bc obtained by writing to the 
l~ouisiana Clerks of Courl Relircm cnl and Relief Fund, 11745 Brieksom c Avenue, Suite B 1, Halon P, ouge, 

Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

l"um ling l'olio,, l'lan m cm bers arc required by state statute to contributc 8.25 percenl of their annual 
covcrcd salary and the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Courl is required to contribute at an actuarially 
determ ined rate. The CI.HTCBt rale is 10 percent of annual covered payroll. Conlribulions to lhc Syslcm also 
include onc-fourlh of one perccnl of the taxes show n to bc collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. Thc 
contribution requirem ents of plan m cm bers and lhc St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court arc cslablishcd and 
m ay be am ended by stale statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, Ihe cm ploycr 

conlribulions are determined by actuarial valuation and arc subject to change each year bascd on lhe results 
of Ihc vahlalion for the prior fiscal year. The St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Courl's contributions 1o the 
Syslem for 1.11c years ending June 30, 1999, 1998, and 1997 were $256,285, $232,241, and $255,727, 
respcclivcly, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

NO'I'E K - POST EM PLOYhdENT BENEFITS 

In addilion Io lhe pension bcnefils described in N olc K, the Clcrk provides post cm ploylnenl health carc and 
life insuranec bcncfils to all em ployees who retire from the Clerk under lhc sam e rcslric/ions as in lhc above 
nolc. As of Junc 30, 1999, lhcrc were 15 retired cm ployccs parlicipating in the posl em ploym ent hcalth care 
and life phm . 



St. 1"am nlany Pal'ish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAl, STATEM ENTS 

NOTE K - POST I~M PLOYM ENT BENEFITS - (Continued) 

The bcncfils for tile covered em ployees are provided through all insurance com pany w hose m onthly 

premiums are paid jointly by lhe employee/retiree and by lhe Clerk. Thc cost of providing these benefits 
for the retirees is separable fi'om the cost of providing benefits for active em ployees and arc recorded on a 

pay-as-you-go basis (cash basis). Tile Clerk's porlion oflbc tolal l~remitm~s for lbc fiscal year ended Jmlc 
30, 1999 aggregated $366,852. For tile year ended June 30, 1999, tile cost of retiree bcncfils included in 
total paid prem ium s was $24,316. 

N OTE 1, - I)EFI4P, REI) COM PEN SATION PLAN 

The Clerk oflizrs hcr cmployccs a deferred com pensation plan crcaled in accordance w ith Internal Revenue 
Code Section 457. The plan, available to all elnployccs, perm its tlmm to dcfcl a portion of their salary until 
filturc ycars. The deferred com pensation is 11o1 available to em ployees unlil lerm inalion, rclircm enl, death, 
or an unforeseeable em ergency. All am otm ts of compensation dcfcrrcd under file plan, all property and 
rights purchased w ith lhose am ounts, and all incom e attributable to those am ounls, property, or rights are 

(until paid or made available to the employcc or beneficiary) solely tim property and rights of the Clerk 
(wilhout being restricted to the provisions of benefits under the plan), subject only to the claims of tim 
Clerk's general creditors. Parlicipanls' rights under dm plan arc equal {o those ofgcncral crvditors of the 
Clerk in an am olml equal to the fair m arkel value ofthc deferred account for each participant. 

It is tim opinion of the Clerk's legal counsel that the Clerk has no liability for losses under tile plan but does 
have tim duly of due care lhal w ould be rcquircd of an ordinary prudenl investor. Thc Clerk believes that 
it is unlikely that it w ill use the assels to satisfy lhe claim s of general creditors in tile fllturc. Accordingly, 
the plan assets and rclated liabililies have not been included hcrcin. 

Investments arc managed by the Plan's administrator (Thc Great W est Lifc Assurance Company). The 
choice of the investment option(s) are madc by lhe Plan parlicipanls. 

N O TI~2 M  - CON TIN G F, N T I,IABILITIES 

From lim e to lim e, the Clerk is involved as a dcfcndant in acttlal or lluvatcned liligation which is not 
covered by insurancc. At June 30, 1999, lhere were no pending o1" lbrcalcned claim s w hich, in the opinion 
of the Clerk's legal advisors, would have a m aterial adverse affcct on lhe financial statem ents, should such 
claim s bc settled in favor of the plaintiffs. 

6 



SI. Tam m any PmJsh Clerk of Courls 
St. Tam m any Parish, I Jouisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30. 1999 

NOTE N - I';XPENI)ITURES OF THE CLERK OF COURT REQUIRED TO BE PAID BY TIlE 
PAR1Stt POI.ICE JURY 

l.ouisiana P,.S. 13:784 requires tim Police Jury to provide tile Clcrk w ith all necessary office flu'niturc, 
equipm enl, and record books. D uring lhc year ended June 30, 1999, as w ell as for several years prior 
dlerc~o, ilcm s provided by thc Police Jury have been lim ilcd ~o ccrlain office and sloragc spacc and utililies. 

In thc accom panying financial stalem cnts, thc value of m alcrials, supplics, and scrviccs provided by lhe 
Police Jury are not rcflected. In addition, no recognition has bccn given for tile am ount, if any, which m ay 
be recoverablc for m andated ilcm s nol provided. 

N O'I'E O - I';X CESS FUN D BA LA N CE 

Louisiana Revised Slatuic 13:785 rcquires that cvery four years, at tile close oflhc term of office, tile Clcrk 
ofCourl m usl pay the Parish Trcasurcr the porlion oflhc Gcncral Fund's fund balancc thai exceeds one-half 
oflhc revenues of the Clerk's last year of her term of office. A t Jtm e 30, 1999, there w ould be no am ounl 
due the l'arish Treasurer bccause the General l"und's fund balance does not exceed one-half of the revenues 
ofthc ('lcrk of Courl. 

NOTI'; P - CI,I~,RK 'S COM PEN SATION 

The Clcrk's com pcnsalion for the year ended June 30, 1999, as established by law for salary, slalutory 
allowance, and custodian of voting m achines was $76,050, $7,605, and $2,400, respectively. 
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St. Tanm m ny Parish Clerk of Cour! 
St. Tam m any Parish, 1 ~ouisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAl, STATEM EN TS 

June 30, 1999 

NOTE Q - CIiANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCE 

The follow ing is a sunm lary of changes in agency fund tm sclllcd deposits 

A gency funds 

Unsellled 
Deposits al 
Beginning 
of Y ear _Addilions~ ~ ductim ~  

Advancc l)cposit $ 1,989,015 
Registry of Court 2,027~212 

Total $= 4~(1!fi.~32 

$3,083,121 
A AI3A~5~I) 

$ 2,644,709 
.841,41"/3 

$ 3,486.112 

$2,427,427 
_ 2.22L(L54 
_$4.(z48.481 



COM BINING STATEM ENTS AN D IN DIVIDU AL 

FUND SCH EDULES 



St. q'am m any Parish Clerk of Courl 
St. Tam m any Parish, l,ouisiana 

June 30, 1999 

GEN ERAL FUN D 

The Gcncral Fund is lhc principal fund oflhc Clerk and is used to accounl for the financial resources and 
cxpendilurcs uol accounlcd for in any olher fund. 

The follow ing schcdulcs prcscnt rcvcnucs by source and expendihlrcs by fim ction and characlcr 



M arriagc liccnscs 

St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Courl 
St. q'am m any Parish, Louisiana 

SCHEDU LE OF REVEN UES 
G O V ERN M EN TAL FU N D TY PE - G EN ERA L FUN D 

Court cosls, fccs. and chargcs 
Fccs-advancc deposit 
Crim inal costs 
Cotlrl atlcndancc 

P, ccording of legal docum ents 
Recording 
Cancellalions 
('erlificates 
Redem ptions 
Police Jury costs 

M isccllancous: 
Election fees 
Conlptllcr |inlc 
])~lSSl)Ol[S 
Supplem ental paym cnts 
O lhcr 

Tornado insurance rcim burscm enl 
lnlcrcsl 

Tolal l~.cvcnucs 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

36.481 

1,467,009 
400,302 
9,91}0 

~ 1,827~221 

2,255.946 
164.976 
67,229 
11,895 

1~ 8L3 
2.51~.859 

2fi(~,044 

27,897 
18,46(} 
21,201 
11,825 

_ 61)0 
7~9~983 

266,860 
L49~413 
416,273 

$&19~ 911 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
SI. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

SCH EDU LE OF EXPEN DI TURES 
GOVEP.N M ENTAL FUN D TYPE - GENERAL FUND 

Adm inistralion: 
I)orso]l~:l] services 
Operaling services 
M alcrials and supplies 
Travel and olhcr charges 
Capilal oullays 

Recordings and filings: 
])Cl'SOlla I services 
Opcraling scrviccs 
M alcrials and supplies 
Travel and olhcr charges 
Capilal oullays 

M ortgage ccrlificalcs: 
Porsollal services 
Opcraling services 
M alcrials and supplies 
Travel and olher charges 
Capilal oullays 

Civil stills and probalc: 
Pel'son~:l ] SOl'vices 
Operaling scrvices 
M alcrials and supplics 
Travel and olher charges 
Capi/al oullays 

For lhc Y car Ended Juno 30. 1999 

22 

$ 298,667 
174,590 
25,991 
14.218 

_ 16.03~ 
529~51)3 

604,568 
49,603 
68,731 
2,795 
20,020 

_  7S~ ,717 

425,609 

58,131 
19,992 
1,174 

22,774 
52Z~ 0 

998,747 
67,865 
44,600 
1,059 

A A 2~620 



SI. Tanm lany Parish Clcrk of Courl 
SI. Tam m any Parish, l,ouisiana 

SCHEDULE OF EX PENDITURES 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND (Conlinucd) 

Crim inal suils and m inulcs: 
])crsonal scrviccs 
O perating services 
M alcrials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
Capilal outlays 

ections: 
l)cl-sona] services 
Opcraling scrviccs 
M alcrials and supplies 
Travcl and olhcr charges 
Capilal oullays 

A ccounlillg and nlaps: 
PolSOlla] SoFvicos 
Operating scrvices 
M aicrials and supplies 
Travel and olhcr charges 
Capilal oullays 

q'olal Expenditures 

Year Ended June 30, 1999 

864,896 
99,155 
19,230 
1,877 

_ 10.129 
_ (~ 5.332 

108,081 
1,227 
1,006 

23,923 
A3~523 
147~810 

93,937 
21,775 
16,879 
2,403 

J 29,0Bg 
_ 164,DY8 

$~ 2,2~ &7.&S 



ADV ANCE 1)EI'OSIT FUND 

S1. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Courl 
SI. Tam nlany Parish, l,ouisiana 

AGENCY FUNDS 

The Advance l)cposil Fund, as provided by 1 ,ouisiaua Revised Statue 13:842, is used to accoum for adwmee 
deposils on suils filed by litigants. The advances arc refundable Io lhc liliganls after all cosls have bcen paid. 

REGISTRY OF COU RT FUND 

The Regislry of Cotu'l Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statule 13:475, accounls for fimds which have 

bccn ordered by lhe court lo be held until final judgment has been rendcred in eom't liligalion. W ilhdrawal of 
the funds can be m ade only upon order of t11o courh 



A SSETS 

Cash and cash cquivalcnls 
|llVOS[Ill011{S 

I.IABIIJTIES 
D uc to general fund 
U nsettled deposits 

St. Tanm lany Parish Clerk of Com'l 
St. Tam m any Parish, 1.ouisiana 

COM BINING BA LAN CE SHEET 
AGENCY FUNDS 

Junc 30, 1999 

Advance 
D cposil 
~ Sm d 

$ 319,556 
2 .149+(100 

P, cgislry 
of Courl 

-
~Emld Total  

$2,221,054 $2,540,610 
_2,14~000 

$2.4~ 55fi $2.22~ 4 SJ.6811.6J~ 

$ 32,129 
2,427,422 

$ 
ZL,221,0f4 

$ 32,129 
4,648~481 

Total liabililics .$2~45~  556 $2..22]1)~4 $4.68~  



$1. Tam m any Parish Clcrk of Courl 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

SCH EDUI.E OF CHAN GES 1N U NSETTLED I)EPO SITS 
AGENCY FUN DS 

For the Y car Ended June 30, 1999 

Advance 
Deposil 
~ Xm d 

Registry 
of Court 
Em lci_ _ 

UN SETTI ,ED D EPOSITS AT BEGINNING 
OF Y I';A I/ $1,989,015 $2,027,917 $4,016,932 

ADD ITION S 
I)cposits: 

Suils and succcssions 
,hldglllcnIs 

]nleresl earned on inveslm cnls 

ola 

RED I.JCTION S 
Sctl.lem cnls to litigants 
Clerk cosls 
Sheriffs fces 
O lhcr 
Police Jury cosls 
22rid Judicial D isl]icl CourI Ftm d 
Slcnographcr fccs 
Jury cxpenses 
Secrclary of Slale 
Cotlrl of Appcals 

3,081,537 

__  1.ilK4 

_ 3.Q82 121 

5.072,136 

978,577 
~ s s~963 

3,081,537 
978,577 
57,542 

1,034.5~0 .4.111,6~I 

3,062,457 8,134,593 

356,741 841,403 
1,412,757 
309,318 
257,515 
149,244 
77,787 
44,480 
17,039 
11,475 

8D.353 

1,198,144 
1,412,757 
3(19,318 

257,515 
149,244 
77,787 
44,480 
17,039 
11,475 

_  8~353 

_2.(z44,Z09 _ 8~ 403 J A 86,112 

U NSETTI~I~2I) DI~.PO S1TS AT 
ENI) OF YEAR $2.~g~ .7 $2~221__ 05~4 $4,64BA 81 
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]NL)EI'ENDENT AUD ITORS' REPORT ON COM PLIAN CE AN D ON INTERN A l, CONTROl+ 
OV ER FINAN CIAL P, EPORTING BASED ON AN AU DIT OF FINAN CIAL STATF.M ENTS 

I'ERFORM ED 1N ACCORDAN CE W ITH GO VERNM EN T A UDIT1N G STANDARI)A+ 

llonorable M alisc Priclo 
SI. Tam m any Parish ('lerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, l,ouisiana 

W e have audflcd the financial statem ents of the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Courl, as of and for the year 
raided June 30, 1 999 and have issued our report thereon datcd N ovember 19, 1 999. W e conducted our audit 
in accordance w ilh generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits 
eonlained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United Slales. 

C om pliance 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court's financial 
stalelncnls are flee of m aterial m isslalenlent, We perform ed tests of its com pliance w ilh certain provisions of 
Jaws, regulations, conh'acts and granls, noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct and m alcrial cffeel on 
the determ ination of financial statem ent mnounts. H ow ever, providing an opinion on com pliance w ith those 

provisions was nol an olziective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results 
of our lest disclosed no instances of noncom pliance thai are required to be rcporled under Govermnent Auditing 
Xtan& o'ds. 

lnierual Control over Financial R eporting 
In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered St. Tam m any Parish Clerk ofCourrs m lernal control over 
financial reporting in order to dEterm inE our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on 
the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the intern al control over financial reporting. Our 
eonsidcralion of the im ernal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m ailers in lhe 
internal control over financial reporting that m ight bc m ateria| w eakness. A m aterial w cakness is a condilion 
in which lhe design or operation of one or m ore of the intern al coll/rol conlpollenls does nol reduce 1o a 
relalivcly low lcvel the risk thai m issIatem cnls, in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation 1o l[ic financial 
slalcm ents being audilcd, m ay occur and not be detected w iHfin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al 
course of perform in g their assigned fim clions. W c noted no m atters involving the inlernal conh-ol over 
financial reporling and ils opel'alien lhat we consider to be m alerial w eaknesses. 

This rcporl is inlcnded for the inform ation of m anagcm enl as w ell as others w ithin the organization and also 
lhe l.ouisiana 1 ~cgislalivc Auditor. How ever, this report is a m ailer of pub}ic record and its distribution is not 
lim ilcd. 

, 
u-- o g 

N ovem ber 19, 1999 


