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M E E K S &  C A L V IT 
A CORPORATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

Louisiana 71269 . 318-728-0007 ~ Fax 318-72g-5533 

Sylvia D. Calvit, CPA 

705 Julia Street ~ Ra 

Zoe P. M eek, s, CPA 

Board of Conunissioners 
Richland Parish Tax Commission 
State of Louisiana 

W e have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the Richland Parish Tax  
Com m ission, State of Louisian a, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, as listed in the table of 
contents. These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Richland Parish Tax 
Comm ission's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose fin ancial 
sta tem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, an d Government 
Auditing Standards issued  by the Comptroller General of the United States. These standards require that 
w e plan  an d perform the audit to obtain reasonable assuran ce about whether the general purpose fin ancial 
statem ents are free of material misstatement. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test bas is, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used an d significan t estim ates m ade by m anagement, as well as 
evaluating th e overall general purpose finan cial statem ent presentation. W e believe th at our audit provides 

a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to in th e first paragraph present fairly, 
in all m aterial respects, the finan cial position of the Richlan d Par ish Tax  Commission, State of Louisiana, 
as of June 30, 1999, and the rem its of its operations for th e year  th en ended in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated November 5, 1999, 
on our consideration of the Richlan d Parish Tax Com m ission's internal control over fin an cial reporting 
and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts, an d ~ an ts. 

N ovem ber 5. 1999 



ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 
Assets: 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Restricted cash 
Prepaid assets 
Land, buildings and equipment 
Am ount to be provided for 

retirement of annna l and 
sick leave debt 

R ICH LAN D PA R ISH  TAX  CO M M ISSIO N 
State of Louisiana 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

Balance Sheet, June 30, 1999 

TOTAL ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 

LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND OTHER CREDITS 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Payroll deductions and wifltholdings payable 
Salaries and wages payable 
Estimated annual and sick leave 
Retirement payable 
Due to other taxing authorities 

Total Liabilities 

Equity and Other Credits: 
lnvestz/lent ill general fixed assets 
Fund balances: 
Unreserved - undesignated 

Total Equity and Other Credits 

TOTAL LIABILITIES, EQUITY 
AN D OTHER CREDITS 

GOVERNM ENTAL FIDUCIARY 
FUND FUND 

GENERAL AGENCY 
FUN D FUND 

$15,325 $ 
1,749 

2.177 

Statem ent A 

ACCOUNT 
GROUP 

GENERAL GENERAL TOTAL 
FIXED LONG-TERM (MEMORANDUM 
ASSLeI~ DEBT 

72,898 

659 
904 

1,744 

2.066 

5.373 

12.129 

12.129 

1.749 

1.749 

72.898 

72.898 

2.027 

2.027 

2.027 

15,325 
1,749 
2,177 
72.898 

2.027 

94,17_6 

659 
904 

1,744 
2,027 
2,066 
1.749 

9.149 

72,898 

12.129 

85.027 

The accom panying notes are all integral part of fltis statem ent. 
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REVENUES 
Intergovernm ental revenues 
Interest earnings 

Total Revenues 

EX PEN D ITURES 
Dues and subscriptions 
Employee benefits 
Insurance 

Professional services 
Office supplies and expense 
Postage 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Salaries 
Telephone 
Travel 
Utilities 
Capita l outlay 

Total Expenditures 

RICHLAND PAR ISH TAX CO M M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUNDS 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 
and Changes in Fund Balances 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
OV ER EX PEND ITURES 

FU ND BA LANCES AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUN D BA LANCES AT END OF YEAR 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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Sta tem ent B 

GENERAL 
FUND 
$87,478 
__  554 

88.032: 

638 
7,494 
1,775 
5,653 
2,500 
2,587 
1,512 

52,892 
2,180 
1,241 
1,957 
12.277 

92.706 

(4,674) 

16.803 

$12.129 



REVEN UES 
lntergovernmental revenues 
Interest earnings 

Total revenues 

EX PEND ITURES 
Dues and subscriptions 
Employee benefits 
Insurance 
Professional services 
Office supplies and expense 
Postage 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Salaries 
Telephone 
Travel 
Utilities 
Capita l outlay 

Total expenditures 

RICHLAND PARISH TAX  COM M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND - G ENERAL FUND 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 
and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP) Basis and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURE S 

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BA LAN CE OF END OF YEAR 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

$86,676 $87,478 
554 

86.676 88.032 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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643 
7,506 
1,931 
6,300 
2,626 
3,128 
2,056 
55,780 
2,400 
1,646 
2,500 
13.160 

638 
7,494 
1,775 
5,653 
2,500 
2,587 
1,512 
52,892 
2,180 
1,241 
1,957 
12.277 

Statem ent C 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABL,I~  

$ 8O2 
554 

1.356 

5 
12 
156 
647 
126 
541 
544 

2,888 
220 
405 
543 
883 

99.676 92.706 6.970 

(13,000) 

16.803 

$3.803 

(4,674) 8,326 

16.803 

$12.129 $8.326 



Cash 

Cash at beginning of year 

Add: 
Tax collections 
Interest incom e 

RICHLAND PARISH TAX  COM M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

FIDUCIARY FUND  - A G EN CY FUND 

Sta tem ent of Changes in Assets and Liabilities 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

D educt: 
Rem ittance to taxing authorities 
Richland Parish School Board 
R ichland Parish Police Jury 
Richland Parish Sheriff's Offi ce 

Town of Delhi 
Town of M angham 
Town of Rayville 

Revenue Recovery Group 

Decrease in deposits held 

Increase in accounts payable 

Cash at end of year 

6,645,704 
346 

2,246,080 
2,231,540 

743,856 
456,368 
41,799 
866,503 
59.904 

Statem ent D 

1,832 

6,646,050 

(6,646,050) 

(429) 

346 

5; 1.749 



INTRO DUCTION 

RICHLAND PARISH TAX  COM M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

The Richland Parish Tax Commission was established by joint agreement for the collection of sales and use 
taxes and other fees on April 14, 1992. The following taxing auth orities, Town of Rayville, Louisiana, 
Town of M angham , Louisiana, Town of Delhi, Louisiana, Richland Parish School Board, Richland Parish 

Police Jury, and Richland Parish Sheriff Office are the parties to the joint agreement. The joint agreement 
was renewed in M ay, 1995. The Commission is m anaged by a Board of Commissioners composed of nine 
m em bers. A chairman is elected from the nine m em bers to serve a one year term . The Board of 
Comm issioners appoints an  administrator who skat[ serv e at the pleasure of the Board. The commissioners 
receive no compensation for th eir services. 

1. SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUN TIN G POLICIES 

A . BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of th e Richland Par ish Tax Comm ission have been 

prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental 
units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for 
establishing governm ental accounting and finan cial reportin g principles. 

B. REPORTIN G ENTITY 

The report contains all of the funds an d account groups of the Richlan d Parish Tax Comm ission. There are 
no significant additional organizations, functions , or activities over which th e Comm ission has m anifestation 
of oversight, or for which th e scope of public serv ices or special financial ar rangements may require them  
to be included in th is report as per the criteria set forth in GASB 14. 

C. FUN D ACCOUNTING 

The Com m ission uses fu nds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal complian ce and to aid financial management 
by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent fu nctions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account 
group is a finan cial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets an d liabilities that 
are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affec t net expendable available finan cial resources. 

Funds of the Com m ission are classified as governm ental funds and fiduciary fu nds. Governm ental funds 
account for the Com m ission's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or 



RICHLAND PARISH TAX COM M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Y ear Ended June 30, 1999 

legally restricted monies, the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the servicing of genera 
long-term debt. Governm ental funds of the Comm ission include: 

General Fund - the general operating fund of the district and accounts for all financial resources 
except those required to be accounted for in oth er fu nds. 

Fiduciary fu nds are used to account for as sets held on behalf of outside parties, including other governments 
or on behalf of other fu nds within the Commission. Fiduciary fu nds of the Commission include: 

Agency Fund - account for as sets that th e Com m ission holds on behalf of others as their agent. 
Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of 
results of operations. 

D . BASIS O F ACCOUNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fu nd is determ ined by its meas urem ent focus. 
The governmental funds are accounted for using a current fin ancial resources measurement focus. W ith th is 
m easurem ent focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. 
Operating statem ents of these fu nds present increas es and decreases in net current assets. The m odified 
accrual basis of accounting is used by the governm ental funds. The governmental fu nds use the following 
practices in recording revenues and expenditu res: 

Revenues 

Revenues are recognized when available and m easurable 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are recognized when incurred 

E. BUDGETS 

A prelim inary budget for the ensuing year is prepared by the adm inistrator prior to M ay 1 s, of each year. 
The budget is adopted during the Commission's quarterly meeting prior to June 15% All annual 
appropriations lapse at fiscal year end. 

The com bined statem ent of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fu nd balances-budget and actual for th e 
governm ental fund type presents comparisons of th e legally adopted budget as am ended with actual data on 
a budgetary basis. Accounting principles applied for purposes of developing data on a budgetary basis and 
those used to present financial statem ents in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles are 

the same and no adjustment is necessary to convert the actual GAAP data to the budgetary basis. 



RICHLAND PARISH TAX COM M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

F. ENCUM BRANCES 

The Comm ission does not use the encumbrance system of accounting 

G. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Cash includes amounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and time deposits. Cash 
equivalents include am ounts in time deposits and those investments with original m aturities of 90 days or 
less. Under state law, the Comm ission m ay deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand 
deposits, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of th e United 
States. or under the laws of the United States. 

H . FIXED ASSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased or constructed, an d the related assets are 
capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on 
general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. 

ANNUAL AND SICK LEAVE 

The district has th e following policy relating to vacation and sick leave 

Full-tim e employees of the Comm ission are entitled to ten working days of annual leave after completing 
one year of employment, an d one day per m onth of sick leave which also m ay be accumulated. A m axim um 
of five days leave time may be carried forward to January 1~t of the following year. Upon resignation or 
retirement, employees may be compensated for up to ten days of accumulated annual leave and up to ten days 
of accumulated sick leave at the employee's current rate of pay. 

The liability for unused annual an d sick leave payable at June 30, 1999, computed in accordan ce with GASB 
Codification Section C60, is estimated to be $2,027. Of this amount, $2,027 is recorded within the General 
Long-Term Debt Account Group. 

G ENERAL LO NG-TERM  O BLIG ATIO NS 

Long-term obligations  expected to be finan ced from governm ental funds are reported in the general long-term 
obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest paym ents for long-term obligations are 
recognized in the governmental fu nds when due. 



RICHLAN D PARISH TAX  CO M M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

The long-term obligations outstanding at June 30, 1999 consist of the liability for unused annual leave as 
described in Note 1. The following is a summary of the long-term obligation transactions for the year ended 
June 30, 1999: 

Long-term obligations payable at July 1, 1998 

Additions 

Retirem ents 

Long-term obligations payable at June 30, 1999 

K. FUND EQUITY 

Reserves 

2,027 

Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriable for expenditure or legally 
segregated for a specific future use. 

D esignated Fund Balances 

Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financial resources 

L . TO TAL COLUM NS ON STATEM ENTS 

The total columns on the statements are captioned M em orandum Only to indicate th at they are 
presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in th ese colum ns do not present financial position 
or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such 
data comparable to a consolidation. 

2. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At June 30, 1999, the district has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $17,074 as follows 

Interest-bearing dem and deposits 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting 
bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent 
bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal th e 
am ount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank 
in a holding or custodial bank th at is m utually acceptable to both parties. At June 30, 1999, th e district has 

3_0 



RICHLAND PARISH TAX  COM M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

$57,095 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured from risk by $100,000 of federal deposit 
insurance. 

3. CH ANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Lot & Building 
Furniture & Equipm ent 

Total 

4. PENSION PLAN 

Balance 
June 30, 
1998 

$37,500 
23.639 

Additions 
$ 
12.659 

$12.659 

Deductions 
$ 

900 

Balance 
June 30, 
1999 
$37,500 
35.398 

Plan D escription. Substantially all employees of the Richland Parish Tax Com m ission are mem bers of th e 

Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit 
pension plan adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. The System is composed of tw o distinct plans, Plan 
A and Plan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. All em ployees of the district are m embers of Plan A . 

All perm anent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part from parish funds 
and all elected parish offi cials are eligible to participate in the System . Under Plan A , employees who retire at 
or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after 55 with at least 25 years of creditable service, 
or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable month ly for 
life, equal to 3% of their final-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those employees 
who were m em bers of the supplemental plan only before January 1, 1980, the benefit is equal to 1% of final 
average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental-plan-only service earned before January 1, 1980. Final- 
average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest 
average. Employees who term inate with at least the am ount of creditable serv ice stated above and do not withdraw 
their em ployee Contributions m ay retire at the ages specified above and receive th e benefit accrued to th eir date 
of term ination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or amended by 
sta te sta tute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents and required 
supplementary inform ation for the System . Th at report m ay be obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees' 
Retirement System , Post Offi ce Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. 

Funding Policy. Under Plan  A, members are required by state statu te to contribute 9.5% of their annual covered 
salary and the district is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. The current rate is 7.75% of 
annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-tburth of one percent (except Orleans and 

3_3. 



RICHLAND PARISH TAX COM M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

East Baton Rouge parishes) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. These tax dollars 
are divided betw een Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on th e salaries of th e active members of each plan. 
The contribution requirements of plan members and the district are established an d may be amended by state 
statute. As provided by R. S. 11:103, the employer contributions are determ ined by actuarial valuation an d are 

subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The district's 
contributions to the System under Plan A for the years ending June 30, 1999, 1998, an d 1997 were $3,986, 
$3,784, and $3,662, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

5. LITIGATION AND CLAIM S 

At June 30, 1999, th e district is involved in one lawsuit. A class action lawsuit has been brought against all tax 
com m issions w ithin tile state involving tax collection by th e D epartm ent of Revenue and Taxation and the 
Departm ent of Public Safety on behalf of taxing auth orities. It is unknown what the potential liability is in this 
case as of June 30, 1999, but it does not appear that there is a substantial likelihood of unfavorable outcom e against 
the Richland Parish Tax Com m ission. 
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RICHLAND PARISH TAX COM M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

Supplem ental Inform ation Schedules 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

CO M PENSATION PA ID BO ARD M EM BERS 

A schedule of compensation paid board members is presented in compliance with House Concurrent Resolution 
No. 54 of th e 1979 Session of the Louisiana Legislature. 

PRIOR AUD IT FIND INGS 

The follow-up and corrective action taken on all prior audit findings is presented in the summary schedule of prior 

audit findings (Schedule 2). 

:).3 



RICHLAND PARISH TAX COM M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

Schedule of Com pensation Paid Board M em bers 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

NAM E 

M ayor Jim m y Hopson, Town of Delhi 

M ayor Isam Berry, Town of Rayville 

Charles Germ any, Town Clerk of Rayville 

Zona M cKay, Town of M angham 

Bonnie Adam s, Superintendent of Richland Parish Schools 

Jam es Hough, President of Richland Parish School Board 

Joe Lively, President of Richland Parish Police Jury 

Kathy Burns, Secretar y of Richland Parish Police Jury 

Deputy Charles M cDonald, Richland Parish Sheriff Offi ce 

3.4 
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RICHLAND PAR ISH TAX CO M M ISSION 
State of Louisiana 

Sum mary of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Fiscal Year 
Finding 
Initially Description of 

Ref. No. Occurret] Findine 

6/30/97 

Schedule 2 

Planned Corrective 
Corrective Action/Partial 

Action Taken Corrective Additional 
(Yes. No. Partially) Action Taken 

Lintited staff N o None 
precludes adequate 
segregation 

6/30/97 Increase in audits PartiaHy 

6/30/97 

6/30/98 

6/30/98 

Checklists and/or Yes 
spreadsheets to 
facilitate audits 

No policy on No 
waiving of 
penalties by 
adm inistrator 

Sales tax & Yes 
accounting 
software not 
Y2K compliant 

15 

Effort to increase 
ntmlber to be 
completed. 

Checklists 
m aintained 

No corrective action 

necessary 

N ot cost beneficial at 
this tim e 

Number of audits 
lim ited by number 
of personnel 
available to pe rform 
audits 

Policy was already in 
place 

Software updated to Hardware was 
Y2K com pliant upgraded also 
versions 



M E E K S &  C A L V IT 
A CORPORATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

705 Julia Street ~ Rayville, Louisiana 71269 ~ 318-728-0007 ~ Fax 318-728-5533 

Zoe P. M eeks, CPA Sylvia D. Calvit, CPA 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL 
REPORTING BASED ON AN AUD IT OF FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED 

IN ACCORDANCE W ITH GO VERNM ENTAUDITIN G STANDARDS 

Board of Commissioners 
Richland Parish Tax Commission 
State of Lo uisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of Richland Parish Tax Comm ission, State of Louisiana, 
as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated November 5, 1999. W e 
conducted our audit in accordan ce with generally accepted  auditing standards and th e standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of th e United  
States. 

As part of obtaining reasonable assuran ce about wheth er Richland Parish Tax  Commission's general purpose 
finan cial statements are flee of material misstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its complian ce with certain provisions 
of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with  which could have a direct and material effect on 
the determ ination of finan cial statement am ounts. H owever, providing an  opinion on compliance with th ose 

provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of 
our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Go vernment Auditing 
Standards . 

nternal Cnntrol Over FinzntqM Renartinp 

In planning an d performing our audit, we cons idered Richland Par ish Tax  Commission's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for th e purpose of expressing our opinion on the 
general purpose financial statements an d not to provide assuran ce on th e internal control over finan cial reporting. 
Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in th e 
internal control over finan cial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition 
in whi ch the design or operation of one or m ore of th e in ternal control components does not reduce to a relatively 
low level the risk that misstatements in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the general purpose finan cial 
statements being audited may occur an d not be detected  with in a timely period by employees in the normal course 
of perform ing their assign ed functions . W e noted no matters involving the internal control over finan cial reporting 
and its operation that we consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of th e board of commissioners and m an agement. However, th is report 
is a m atter of public record an d its distribution is not lim ited. 

N ovem ber 5, 1999 
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