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W e have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of tire Second Jndicial ]listricl Indigent 
1)efender Board, parishes of Bicnvillc, Claibornc, and Jackson Louisiana, as of and for the year cudcd l)eccm ber 31, 
1998. These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of tire Second Judicial D istrict Indigent 
l)efcnder Board's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is tin express an opinion on these general i)urposc financial 
statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and G overnm ent Auditing 
Stal~l_ards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited States. Those standards require that w e plan and perform 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the general purpose financial statem ents arc free of m aterial 
m isslialicm cnt. A u andit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts aud disclosures in lille 
general pnrposc financial stalicm cnts. A n audit also includes assessing the accounting principles nsed and significant 
estim ates luadc by iltlanageulent, as w ell as cvahm ting the overall financial statem ent presentation. W c believe fllat 
our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

lu our opinion, tire general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the 
financial position of the Second Judicial District Indigent Defeuder Board of Louisiana as of l)cccm ber 31,1998, and 
the results of ils operations for tbe year then ended in conform ity with generally accepted accounting priueiplcs. 

In accordance w iflr G overnm ent Auditing Standards, w e Im vc also issued our report dated M arch 16, 1999, on onr 
consideration of the Second Judicial District Indigent D efender Board of Louisiaua's intcrual control over financial 
reporting and our tests of its com pliance w ith ccrtaiu provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grauts. 

K cnncfll 1). Foldcn & C o. 
Certified Public A ccountants 

Joncsboro, Louisiana 
M arch 16, 1999 



 



 



1NTRO I)UCTION 

SECO N D JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BO ARD 
PA R1SIIES O F BIENVILLE, CLAIBO RNE AND JA CK SO N , LO U ISIAN A 

N otes to tile Financial Statem ents 
As ofam l for tile Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

The Second Judicial D istrict Indigent l)cfcnder Board is established in com pliance w ith Louisiana Revised Statutes 
15:144-149, in provide and cnm pcnsate counsel appointed to represent indigents ill crim inal and quasi-crim iaal cases 

on the dislrict court level The judicial district cucompasscs the parishes of Bienville, Claiborne and Jackson, 
I,oaisiana. The hoard at present has four m em bers w ho scl~,e without eonlpensation. Each bar association feom the 

representative parisbcs nominates members for selection to the board. The judges ofibe l)istrict then appoiut board 
nlem bers h'om  tile nom inafous. Tbe board has no em ployees, but does retain an attorney to act as chiefim ligent 
dclcadcr to adm inister the operations of the board. This attorney is paid a m onthly retainer and is accountable to 
the board. The board bas no em ployees; all legal services are ou a contract basis. 

1. SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

A . BA SIS O F PR ESENTATIO N 

The accm nlm uyiug general purpose financial statem ents of the Second Judicial l)istrict Indigent l)efender Board 

have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
govcrmncntal units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is tile accepted standard-setting 
body for establishing goverm ncntal accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B. R EPO R TING EN TITY 

G overnm ental A ccounting Standards Board Statem ent No. 14 established criteria for determ ining the 
governm ental reporting entity and com ponent units that should be iucluded w ithin tbe reporting entity. The basic 
criterion for including a potential com ponent unit w ithin tile reporting entity is financial accountability. For 
financial reporting purposes, in conform ance with GASB Statem ent No. 14, the Second Judicial District lndigcnt 
I)efender lloard includes all hin ds, accouut groups, ct cetera, that arc within tile oversight responsibility of the 
I odigcnt Defend er Board. O versight responsibility is detcrnlined on ibe basis of appointm ent of governing body, 
ability to signifieanily influence operations, accountability for fscal m atters, and the nature and significance of 
an organization's relalionsldp w ith the prim ary govcrm nent. Based on the cousideralion of the foregoing criteria, 
the Second Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board is deem ed to be a separate rcportiug entity. Certain units 
of local governm ent over which tbc Indigent Defender Board exercises no oversight resl)onsibility, such as the 

parish police jury, parish school board, other independently-elected offi cials, and municipalities within tbe parish, 
arc excluded feom lbe aceom pauying financial statem ents. These units of governm ent arc considered separate 
reporting entities and issue financial slalenlenis separate from those of the Indigent l)efendcr lloard. 

C. FUN I) A CC O UNTING 

The lndigcnl l)efcnder Board uses fund accounfag to relm rt on its financial position and tile results of its 
operations~ Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and 1o aid financial nlanagem ent by 
segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounliug 
entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. 

The sole fund of file Indigent Defender Board is classified as a governm ental fund. A description of governm ental 
fonds and file fund type utilized by tile Indigent Defender Board follows. 



 

SECOND JUDICIAl, DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
P'A R1SIIES O F BIENVILLE, CLAIBO RN E AN D JACK SO N , LO UISIANA 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

C. FUNI) ACCOUNTING (Continued) 

G O V EI~N M ENTAL FUN D TYPES 

G overnm ental funds account for an agency's general activities, including the collection and disbursenlent of 
specific or legally restricted m onies, and tile acquisition of general fixed assets. The G overnm ental fund of the 
Indigcul l)efendcr Board is a 

G eneral Fulld 

The general operating fund w hich acconnts for all financial resources, except those required to be accounted 
for iu other funds. All resources of the Second Judicial District Indigent Defeuder Board are accouuted for 
in the G enera| Fnnd. 

I). BASIS O F ACCO UNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurem ent fncus. 
G overnm ental funds are accounted for usiug a curreut financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this 
m easurem ent fneus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. 
O perating statem euts of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The nm dified accrual 
hasis of aecounl:ing is used by the goverum eutal funds. Governm ental fnnds use tile following practices iu 
recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues - Court costs ou fines and forfeitures, im posed by the district and city courts, are recorded ill the 
year they are eolleeted by the courts. Substantially all other revennes are recorded w hen received. 

Expeuditures- Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting w hen 
the related fund liability is incurred. 

E. IIIll)G ETAI{Y PRACTICES 

Iludgcls are adolptcd on a basis consisteul with generally aeeepled accounting principles (GAAP). The board must 
m eet aud approve all budget changes or am endm euls. At year end all appropriations lapse, lludget am ouuls are 
as originally adopted. 

F. ENCU M I]R AN CES 

Eucum brauce accounting, under w hich purchase orders, contraels and other eonlm itm cuts for the expcuditure 
of m onies are recorded in order 1o reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not em ployed by the 
Iudigeul D efender Board. 

(;. CASI! AND CASll EQlllVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, inIeresi-benriug dem and deposits, and m oney m arket accounts. Cash 
equivalents include am ounts in short-term tim e deposits. Under state law , the Buard m ay deposit fnnds in dem and 
deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits w ith state bauks orgauized 
uuder Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. 



 

SEC O N D JUDICIAL D ISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BO AR D 
PARISH ES OF BIENVILLE, CLAIBORNE AND JACKSON, LOUISIANA 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

G. CASlt AND CASll EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS (Continucd) 

Under state law, the Board m ay invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These arc classified 
as invcstm cnts if their original m aturities exceed 90 days; how ever, if the original m aturities arc 90 days or Icss, 
they arc classified as cash equivalcnts. At Dcccm bcr 31, 1998, tile Second Judicial District lndigcni Defender 
Board had no iiflvcstm ents. 

11. FIXEI) A SSETS 

Fixed assets of govcrom cntal funds are recorded as expenditures at the tim e they arc purchased or coustroeted, 

and the rclatcdl assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account gronp. No depreciation has 
been provided on general fixed assets. A ll fixed assets arc valued at historical cost. 

2. CA SII 

At l)eccmber 31, 1998, the Indigent Defender Board lind cash (book balances) totaling $176,843 as follows 

lnteresl-bcaring dem and deposils 
Tim e deposits 

Tutal 

$ 76,843 
100~000 

$ 176,843 

These deposits arc stated at cost, which approximates market. Uuder state law, these deposits (or the rclatiug bank 
balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agcnt bank. The 
m arket valnc of the pledged securities plus 1he federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal the am onnl oil deposit 
w ilh the fiscal agent. These sccnrities are held iu the nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial 
bank that is m utually accepted to both parties. At l)ccem bcr 31,1998, the Second Judicial District Indigent l)cfcnder 
Board has $176,843 in dcposits (collected bank balances), in two financial institutions. These deposits are secnred 
from risk by $176,843 of federal dclm sit insurance. 

3. RECEIVABLI~S 

The follow ing is a sum m aIT of receivables at D ecem ber 31, 1998 

(;lass of Receivable 

Court costs on fines aud forfeitures $ 3,350 
State grm lts 20~879 . 

Total $ 24,229 

4. FIXED ASSETS AND LONG TERM  OBLIGATIONS 

The changes in gcncral fixcd assets follow 

Eqaipm cn| 

Total 

Baianceat 

Additions =iioi Balance at January 1 December 31, i998 1998 
$ 15.630 $ $ $ 15,630 

$ 15,630 NO NE NO N E $ 15,630 

There arc no long-term obligations at Dccem ber 31, 1998. 
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REPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CO NTRO l. 
O VER FINANCIAL REI'ORTING BASEl) ON AN AUI)IT O F 
FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED IN ACCO RD AN CE 

W ITII G O V ERN M ENT AUDITING STAN DARD S 

To the M em bers of the Second Judicial 
l)islricl lm ligenl ])efender Board 

Joneshoro, Louisiana 

W e have andilcd the general i)urpose financial statem euts of the Second Judicial D istrict Indigent l)efcnder lloard 
of 1,noisiana, as of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated M arch 16, 
1999. W e conduclcd our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards applicable to financial audits 
cont~im ,d iu G over~nncnt A udltlng Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States 

C o~ j IJlfliaucc 
As liar! of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Second Judicial District Indigent l)efendcr Baard of 
Lm dsiana's financial statem ents arc free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain 
prnvislons of law s, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith w hich could have a direct and m aterial 
effect on Ihe detcrm inafion of financial statem ent am ounts, llowevcr, providing an opinion on com pliance w ilh those 

provisions was nol an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we tin not express such an opinion. The results of oar 
lesis disclosed no iuslaace of noncom lfliance that is required to be reported under G overnm ent Aadilin ~g_~ andards 
w hich is described in lbe accom panying schedule of findings and questioned costs. 

Internal Conlrol O ver Fiaaneial R cnnrfine 
In planning aud perform ing our audit, w e considered the Secoud Judicial I)islriet Indigent D efender Board of 
Lm dsiana's inicrnal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose 
of expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over 
financial reporting.. O ur cousidcration of the internal control over financial reporfing w ould not necessarily disclose 
all m atters in the ill~icrnal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness 
is a coadilion in w hich the design or opcrafion of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not redncc Io 
a relatively low level the risk that m isstalem enis in am ounts thai w ould be m aterial in relation to lhe financial 
siatem cuts being audilcd m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the aorm al course 
of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the iuicrnal control over financial reporting 
and its operation that w e consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intendcd for the inform ation of m anagem ent. H owever, this report is a m atter of public record and ils 
distribulion is not lim ited. 

K euncth l). Foldcn & (20. 
Cerfificd Public A ccountants 

Joucsboros Lonisi~m a 
M arch 16, 1999 



 

SECO ND JUD IC IAL D ISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BO ARD 
I'AR ISItES O F BIEN VILLE, CLAIBO RNE AND JA CK SO N , LO UISIANA 

SCItEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
Y EAR EN DED D ECEM BER 31, 1998 

A . SUM M ARY O F AUD IT RESULTS 

1. The auditors' report expresses an unqualified opinion on the financial statem ents of the Sccond Jadicia 
District Indigent D efender Board of Louisiana. 

2. No rcportable conditions relalting to tile audit of the financial statem ent are reported ill tile REPO R:F O N 
CO M PLIANCE A ND O N INTERNAL CO N TRO L O V ER FINANCIAL REPO I,UI'ING IIA SEI) O N AN 
AUI)IT O F FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM I~I) IN ACCORDANCE W ITI! G O VERNM ENT 
AUI)ITING STA NI)AR1)S. 

3. No instance of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statem ents of the Second Judicial l)istrict lndigcnt 
I)cfcndcr Board of Lonisiana was discloscd during the audit. 

4. The Second Judicial 1)istrict lndigcnt Defender Board of Louisiana had no federal award program s 

B. FIND IN G S - FINA N C IA L STA TEM EN TS A UI)IT 

Therc arc no findings for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998. Also, thcrc were no findings in the prior audit 

C. FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS - M AJOR FEDERAL AW ARD PROGRAM S AUDIT 

The Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board of Louisiana had no major federal award programs. 


