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Independent A uditor's R eport 

H ON ORABLE M ICH AEL D . W OOD EN , CLA 
M OREH OU SE PARISH A SSESSOR 
Baslrop, Louisiana 

I have audited lhc general puq)osc financial statem ents of the M orchousc Parish 
A ssessor, a com ponent mill of the M orehouse Parish Police Jury, as of D ecember 31, 
1998, and for the year then ended, as listed in lhe lable of eonlents. These general 
puq)ose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the M orehouse Parish A ssessor's 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is Io express an opinion on lhese gencral purpose 
financial slalem euts basext on m y audit. 

l conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted audiling standards an(I 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issuexl by the Com ptroller General of the U nitcxl 
Slates. Those standards reqtfire tllal ][ plan and perform tile audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstalem ent. A n audit inchldes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporling the 
am ounts and disclosures in lhe general i)url)ose financial statem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing Ihe accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial stalemenl 
presentation. I believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general puq)ose financial statem ents referred to above present 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the M orehouse Parish A ssessor 
as of D ecem ber 31, 1998, and the results of operations for the year then ended in 
conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued a report dated 
M ay 18, 1999, on lhe M orehouse Parish A ssessor's com pliance w ilh law s, regulations, 
and conlracts, and m y consideration of Ihc agency's internal CO]llrO1 over financial 

rcpolaing. 

M ay 18, 1999 
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G EN ER AL PUR PO SE FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

(OVERVIEW ) 



 

M OP..E H OU SE PA RISH A SSESSOR 
Baslrop, Louisiana 

A LL FUN D TYPES  AND ACCOU NT GROU PS 

ASSETS 
Cash 
Receivables 
O ffice flm lishings and eqvipm eni 

TOTAL ASSETS 

Balance Sheet, Decem ber 31, 1998 

I.IABII.1TII,]S AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Payroll dexluclions payable 

Accrued inleresl payable 
Bank loan payable 

Tolal liabililies 
Ftmd Equity: 
Inveslinent in general fixed assels 
Fund balance - llnresorved - 
undesignated 
Total Fund Equily 

TO T AL LIABILITIES  

AND FUND EQUITY 

ACCOUN'I 
GROUP 

GOVERNM ENTA L GEN ERA L 
FUNI) TYPE - FIXED 

GENERAL FUNI) ASSETS 

$38,260 
338,340 

$2,532 
1,499 
785 

65.000 
69.816 

306.784 

$236,094 

Statem ent A 

TOTAL 

(M EMORANDUM 
ONI.Y) 

$38,26(I 
338,340 
236.094 

$236,094_ $612,694 

N ON E 

$2,532 
1,499 
785 

65.000 
69.816 

$236,094 236,094 

3(16.784 
306.784 236.094 542.878 

The accom panying holes are an integral part of this statem enl 

-4- 

$236,094 $612.694 



 

M OREH OUSE PARISH  ASSESSOR 
Bastrop, L m isiana 

GOVERN M ENTAL FUN D TYPE - GEN ERAL FUND 

Slalem eni of Revem ,es, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Endexl D ecem ber 31. 1998 

R EVFN IiF S 
Taxes - ad valorem 
Intergovermnental revelm eS - stale 

granl - slate revenue sharing (nel) 
U se of m oney and property: 
lnleresl earnings 
U se of exluipm ent 

O ther revenues 
Total revenues 

EX PENI)ITUR ES 
General governm ent - laxalion: 
Currenl: 
Personal services and relatexl benefits 
Operaling services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 

D ebt service 

Capital outlay 
Total exl)endilures 

EXCESS (1)eficiency) O F REVENUES 
O VER I~X PENI)ITUR ES 

BUI)GET ACTUAl 

Slalem enl B 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABI 3:. 

(UNFAVORAI31.1'.') 

$299,000 $299,756 $756 

48.710 48.71(I 

4,000 
2,000 
7,000 

360.710 

290,000 
50,0(10 
12,700 
17,000 
2,(10(I 
10,000 

381.700 

(20,990) 

4,915 

2,109 
7.110 

362.600 

280,220 
46,612 
8,896 
15,731 

836 
8,049 

360.344 

2.256 

915 
109 
110 

1.89(I 

9,780 
3,388 
3,804 
1,269 
1,164 
1.951 

21.356 

23.246 

FUNI) BALAN CE A T BEG INN IN G O F YEAR 299.750 304,528 4,778 

FUND I~ALAN CE A T END O F YEAR 

The accom panying notes are an inlegral part of this statem ent 

$278,760 $28.024 



NIOREH OU SE PARISH ASSESSOR 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

N otes to tile Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For tile Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

1. SUM M AR Y O F SIG N IFICAN T ACCO UN TIN G 1)O LICIES 

A s provided by A rticle VII, Section 24 of tile Louisiana Constitution of 1974
, |he assessor is 

elcz|ed by the voters of tile parish and serves a term of four years, beginning January 1 follow ing |he year 
in w hich eleclcxl. The assessor assesses all real and lnovable properly in the parish

, subject to ad valorcm 
laxalion, prepares lax rolls, and subnlits lhe rolls to file Louisiana Tax Com m ission and olher 
governm ental bodies as prescribed by law . The assessor is authorized to appoint as m any deputies as 
necessary for the efficien| opera|ion of his office and to provide assislance Io the taxpayers of Ihe parish. 

The deputies are authorized to perform all fim ctions of the office, but tile assessor is officially and 
pcctm iarily responsible for the actions of the deputies. 

A t D ecem ber 31, 1998, there are 47,659 real estate, personal property, and public service 
assessm ent listings totaling 50,396,190, 42,496,650, and 20,623,750, respectively. This reprcsenls an 
increase of 11,892 assessm ent listings. The total assessed valuation increasexl by 1

,251,010. 

A . REPO R TIN G ENTITY 

A s the governing authority of tile parish, for reporting puq)oses
, tile M orehouse 

Parish Police Jury is tile financial reporting entity for M orehouse Parish. The financial 
reporting entity consists of (a) the primary govermnent (police jury), (b) organizations for 
which Ille primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for 
w hich the nature and significance of their relationship w ith tile prim ary govern m ent are 
such |hal exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading 
or incom l~lele. 

Govern mental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes 
criteria for delerm ining which component units should be considered part of the 
M orehouse Parish Police Jury for financial reporting puq~oses. The basic criteria for 
inchlding a polential com ponent unit w ithin tile reporting entity is financial accountabilily. 
The GA SB has set forth criteria to be considered ill determ ining financial accountability. 

This crileria includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing 
body, and; 



M OREH OU SE PARISH ASSESSOR 
Bastrop, Lotfisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
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The ability of tile police jury to impose its will oll 
thai organization and/or; 

Tile potential for the organization to provide specific 
financial benefits to or im pose specific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which tile police jury does not appoint a 
voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

O rganizations for which the reporting entity financial 
statem ents would be m isleading if data of the organization 
is not included because of lhe nature or significance of the 
relationship. 

Because the police jury maintains and operates tile parish courthouse in which thc 
assessor's office is located, the assessor was deterlnined to be a com ponent unit of thc 
M orehouse Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial 
statem ents present inform ation only on the funds m aintainexl by the assessor and do not 

present information on the police jury, the general govermnent services provided by that 
governm ental unit, or the other govermnental units thal com prise lhe financial reporling 
entity. 

B. FUND A CCO UN TIN G 

The assessor uses flm ds and account groups to repoll on its financial position and 
the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to delnonstrate legal com pliance 
and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relatexl 1o cerlain govern m ent 
fimctions or activities. 

A fire d is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fire d equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on tile other hand, is a financial reporting device designexl to provide accountability 

for cenlain assets and liabilities (general fixexl assets and general long-terln debt) that arc 
not rec orded in tile "fim ds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are concernext only w ith the m eastH'em ent of financial position, 
not w ith tile m easuren~en( of results of operations. 
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M OREH OU SE PARISH ASSESSOR 
Baslrop, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Funds are classified into three categories; governm enlal, proprielary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in lurn, is divided into separate "fire d types". G overnm ental fimds are 
used to account for a governm ent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on 
the providing of services to tile public as opposed to proprietary funds where the focus of 
attention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary fim ds are used to account for assets held 
for others. The assessor's current operatiolls require only tile use of governm ental flmds 

(General Fund). Ad valorem lax revenue, authorizexl by Louisiana Revised  Stalu|e 
47:1925.3, is accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid fl'om 
this flm d. 

C . G ENERAL FIXED ASSETS 
AND LO N G -TERM  D EBT 

Fixed assets used in governmental fired type operations (general fixed  assets) are 
accounted  for in the general fixed  assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. 

Fixed assels provided by the police jury are not recorded in the general fixed assets 
account group. Approxim ately 6 per cent of fixed  assets are valued  at estim ated historical 
costs, based on tile aclual costs of like item s, while the rem aining 94 per cent are based 
on actt~al historical costs. D onated fixed  assets are valued at their eslim aled  fair m arket 
value on tile date received. 

The costs of norm al m aintenance and repairs that do not add to tile value of fixed 
assets or m aterially extend their useful lives are not capitalized  but are only recognized  as 
a norm al current expenditure of the governm ental fimds. No det)recialion has bee n 
l)rovided on general fixed  assets. The assessor has no long-term debt at D ecem ber 31, 
1998. 

D . BASIS O F ACCO UN TING 

Tile financial reporling treatm ent applied lo a fire d is determ ined  by its 
m easurem ent focus. All governm ental funds are accounted for using a current financial 
rcsollrces lneastlrclnelll focns. W ilh lhis m easl.lrenlent focus, only c|lrrent assets and 
current liabilities generally are included  on lhe balance shee t. Operating statem ents for 

these fim ds present increases (i.e., revenues and olher financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net currcllt assets. 



M OREH OU SE PARISH A SSESSOR 
Baslrop, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Stalemenls (Continued) 

The m odified accru al basis of accounting is used for reporting all govermnental 
fire d types. U nder the m odified aee m al basis ofaee ounting, revenues are recognized when 

susceplible to aee nml (i.e., when they are both measurable and available). "M easurable" 
m eans tile am ounl of the transaction can be delerm ined and "available" m eans collectible 
w ithin tile current period or soon enough thereafler to be used  to pay liabilities of the 
current period. The assessor uses the following practices in recognizing and reporting 
revgrlues and expendilures: 

R evelllleS 

A d valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing are recorded  
in the year tile taxes are assessed. Ad valorem taxes are assessed  on a 
calendar year basis, attached  as an enforceable lien, and becom e due and 
payable on the date the tax rolls are filed with the recorder of m orlgages. 
Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1993 requires thai the tax roll be filed  on or 
before Novem ber 15 of each year. Ad valorem taxes becom e delinquent 
if not paid by D ecem ber 31. Tile taxes are norm ally collected  in D ecem ber 
of the current year and January and February of the ensuing year. 

Fees for preparing tax rolls and tax notices are recorded  in tile year 

prepared. 

Interest incom e on dem and deposits is recorded m onthly when tile 
nlerest is earned  and credited to the account. 

Based Oll tile above criteria, ad valoreln taxes, state revenue sharing, 
and fees for preparing tax rolls and tax notices have been treated  as 
susee plible to accrual. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized nnder tile m odified  accm a 
basis of accounting when lhe related fund liability is incurred . 

BUI)G ET PR ACTICES 

The proposed  budget for tile G eneral Fund, prepared on tile m odified  accrual basis 
of accounting, is m ade available for public inspection at least fifteen clays prior 1o the 
beginning of each fiscal year. The budget is then legally adopted  by tile assessor and 
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M OREH OU SE PARISH ASSESSOR 
Bastrop, Lotlisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statenlenls (Continued) 

anlended during tile year, as necessary. Tile budgel is established and conlrollexl by lhe 

assessor at tile object level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and nlust be 
reappropriatexl for the follow ing year to be expended. A ll changes in the budget m ust be 
approvext by tile assessor. 

Fornlal budgetary integration is enlployed as a nlanagenlent conlrol device during 
the year. 13udgeled anlounts included in lhe accom panying financial statem ent inchlde Ihe 
original adopted budget am ounts and all subsequent anlendnlenls. 

F. C A SH  

U nder stale law , tile assessor m ay deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank 
organizexl under tile law s of the State of Ix~uisiana, the law s of any other stale ill tile union, 

or tile laws of tile Unitexl Stales. Tile assessor m ay invest il~ cerlificates alld tim e deposils 
of stale banks organized tra der Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices 

in Louisiana. At December 31, 1998, the assessor has demand deposits (book balances) 
Iolaling $38,26(I. 

These deposits are stated at cost, w hich approxim ales m arket. U nder stale law , 
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be secured by fexleral deposit insurance 
or the pledge of securities ow ned by tile fiscal agellt bank. The m arkel vahle of lhe 
pledged securities phls the federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal lhe am ount on 
deposit w ilh the fiscal agent. These securities are held ill the ilam e oflhe pledging fiscal 
agenl bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to bolh parties. 

Deposit balances (bank balances) at December 31, 1998, total $45,204 and are fidly 
secure41 by federal deposit insurance. 

G . VACATIO N AN D SICK LEAVE 

A ll employees receive fronl tell to fifteen days of noncunlulalive vacation leave 
each year, depending on length of service. Sick leave, which is noncum ulative, is earned 
at the rate of tell days each year. At D ecem ber 31, 1998, there are no accum ulaled and 
veslexl benefits relating to vacation and sick leave that require accrual or disclosure. 

The cost of leave privileges, conlputed ill accordance w ith GASB Codification 
Sec tion C60, is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the General Fond when leave 
is actually taken. 

~ 10- 



M OREH OU SE PARISH ASSESSOR 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Notes to Ihe Financial Stalements (Continued) 

II. R ISK  M AN A G EM ENT 

Tile assessor is e~posed to various risk of loss related 1o lorls; lhefl of, dalnage 1o, 

and deslruclion of assets; errors and omissions; and injuries to employees. To handle such 
risk of loss, the assessor m aintains com m ercial insurance policies covering his autom obile, 
worklnen's com pensation and surety bond coverage. N o claim s were paid on any of tile 
policies during the past Ihree years w hich exceedexl the policies' coverage alnounts. There 
were no significant r~luctions in insuranee  coverage during the year ended D ecem ber 31, 
1998. 

I. TO TA L CO LUM N O N 'IIIE 
I~AI.AN CE SIIEET 

The total colum n on lhe balance sheet is captioned M em orandum O nly to indicate 

that it is presentexl only to facilitate financial analysis (overview). Data in this cohmm 
does not present financial posilion in conform ily with generally accepted accounling 
principles. N eilher is such data com parable to a consolidation. 

PR IN CIPAL TAX PA YER S 

The follow ing are tile principal taxpayers for tile parish and their 1998 assessed valuation 

International Paper Com pany 
Enlergy Louisiana, Inc. 
Texas Gas Transm ission Com pany 
Bell South Telecom m uniealions 
Southern N atural Gas 

Georgia Pacific 
H ibernia N ational Bank 
Tennessee Gas Pipeline 
N oram Gas Transm ission 

Peoplcs W ater Service Company 

Tota 

Per Celll 

1998 of Total 
A ssessed A ssessed 
Vahmtion Valuation 

23,137,700 
5,289,779 
4,259,401 
2,401,889 
1,530,730 
1,641,920 
1,511,210 
1,265,880 
1,082,220 
1.050.697 

43.171.426 

18.47% 
4.22% 
3.40% 
1.92% 
1.22% 
1.31% 
1.21% 
1.01% 
O.86% 
(I.84% 

34.82% 



M OREH OU SE PARISH ASSESSOR 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Notes Io Ihe Financial Statements (Continued) 

R ECEIVABI,ES 

The General Fund receivables of $338,340 at December 31, 1998, are as Jollows 

Taxes - ad valorem 
hltergovem nlenlal revenues - stale 

grant - state revemte sharing (net) 
Olher - preparing lax rolls and tax notices 

Total 

4. CIIAN G ES IN  G ENER AL FIXED A SSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in office furn ishings and equipm ent follow s 

Balanoz at January 1, 1998 
Additions 
D eletions 

Balanc,.~ at D ecem ber 31. 1998 

$299,282 

32,473 
6,585 

$338,340 

$228,265 
8,049 

(220)_ 
$236,094 

The balance al January 1, 1998, has been restated to reflect changes m ade after the perform ance 
of a physical inventory. 

5. PEN S]IO N PLAN 

Substantially all em ployees of the M orehouse Parish A ssessor's office are m em bers of the 

Louisial~a Assessor's Retiremcllt System (system), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), IXfl~lic employee 
relircmenl system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separale board of tn~stees. 

A ll fidl-lim e em ployees w ho are under the age of 60 at the lim e of original em ploym ent and are 
not draw ing re.tirem ent benefits from any other public retirem ent system in Louisiana are required to 
parlicipate in lhe system . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited 
service or at or after age 50 w ith at least 30 years of credited service are entitled to a retirem ent benefit, 
payable m onthly for life, equal lo 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, 
not to exceed 100 per cent of tlleir final-average salary. Final-average salary is the em ployee's average 

salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who 
terluinale w ith at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire 
at or after age 55 and receive lhe benefit accrued to lheir dale of lennination. The syslem also provides 
death and disability benefits. Benefits are eslablishexl by state statute. 

- 12 



M OREH OU SE PA RISH A SSESSOR 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Conlintled) 

The system issues an annual publicly available reporl that includes financial slalem enls and 
required supplenm ntary infollnalion for the system . That reporl m ay be obtained  by w riting to the 
Louisiana A ssessor's Retirem ent System , Post Office Box 1786, Shreveport, Louisiana 71166-1786, or 

by calling (318) 425-4446. 

Plan m em bers are requirczl by state statute to contribute 7.00 per cent of their amm al covered 
salary and tile M orehouse Parish A ssessor is requirexl 1o contribute at an actuarially determ ined  rate. The 
current rate is 5.75 per cent of amm al covered payroll. Contributions to tile system include one-fourlh 

of one per cenl (one per ee nt for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by tile lax rolls of 
each parish, plus revenue sharing fim ds appropriated by the legislature. Tile contribution requirem ents 
of plan m em bers and the M orehouse Parish A ssessor are established and m ay be am ended  by stale statute. 
A s provided  by Louisiana Revised Statute 11 : 103, the employer contributions arc determ ined by actuarial 

vahmlion and are subject to change each year based on the results of the vahlation for tile prior fi seal year. 
The M orehouse Parish A ssessor's contributions to the system for the years ending Decem ber 31, 1998, 
1997, and 1996, were $12,484, $11,702, and $9,606, respectively, equal to tile req uirexl contributions 
for each year. 

6. PO ST R ETIR EM EN T BEN EFITS 

The M orehousc Parish A ssessor provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits 
for its retired em ployees. Substantially all of the assessor's elnployees becom e eligible for these benefits 
if they reach norlnal retirem ent age while working for the assessor. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefits for active em ployees are provided through an insurance com pany whose m onthly prem ium s are 

paid jointly by the employee and the assessor. Tile assessor recognizes the cost of providing lhe benefits 
(assessor's cost of prelniums)as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are paid. For the two years 
ended December 31, 1998 and 1997, the total amount of premiums paid were $31,862 and $3(I,891, 
respectively, while the amounts paid for retirees totaled $9,310 and $9,310, respectively. 

7. BAN K I,O AN PA YABLE 

O11 Oclol)cr 27, 1998, tile assessor borrowext $65,000 from tile Bank of Oak Ridge for genera 
operations. Tile loan agree ment required  a single payment of $65,000, with interest at 5.8 per cent 
which was m ade ou Jam mry 8, 1999. 

L1TI(;ATIO N ANI) CI,AIM S 

At D ecem ber 31, 1998, tile M orehouse Parish A ssessor is not involved in any litigation, nor is 
he aware of any unasserted claim s. 

- 13 



M OREltOU SE PARISH A SSESSOR 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Noles to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

9 EXPENI)ITUR ES O F 'IItE A SSESSO R 'S 
O FFICE PAIl) BY TH E PO LICE JUR Y 

Tile M orehouse Parish A ssessor's offi ce is localext in the parish courthouse. The cos! of 
m aintaining and operating Ihe courthouse, as required by Louisiana Revis~t Statute 33"4713, is paid by 
lhe M orehouse Parish Police Jury. 

10. YEAR 2000 ISSUE (Unaudited) 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcom ings in m any electronic dala processing system s and 
other electronic equipm ent that m ay adversely affect the govern m ent's operations as early as fiscal year 1999. 
The M orehouse Parish Assessor has completed an inventory of com puter system s that m ay be affecled by 
the year 2000 issue and that are critical to conducting operations of the assessor's offi ce. The assessor has 
idenlified the follow ing system s requiring 2000 rem ediation; a financial reporting system and; lax assessmenl 
system , All ie:~ting and validation of these tw o system s has been compleled. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related 
rcm edialion efforts w ill not be fully determinable until the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagement cannot 
assure that the assessor is or will be Year 2000 ready, that the assessor's rem ediation eft'otis w ill be 
successfid in whole or part, or that parties w ith whom the assessor does business w ill be year 2000 ready 

- 14 



Independent Auditor's R eports R equired 
by Governm ent A uditblg Standatrls 

Tile following independent auditor's reporls on com pliance w ith law s and regulations and internal 
control arc presented in com pliance w ilh the reqtlirem ents of Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by 
the Com ptrolle.r General of the U nited States, and the Louisiana Gow, rnmental Audit Guide, issucxl by 
the Society of Ixm isiana Cerlified Public Accountants and the Ixm isiana Legislative Auditor. 
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Independent Auditor's R eport on Com pliance and 
Internal Control O ver Financial R eporting 

M OREH OU SE PARISH A SSESSOR 
Bastrop, Ix)uisiana 

I have audilexl tile general puq~ose financial statem ents of tile M orehouse Parish 
A ssessor as of and for file year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 ended and have issuc, d m y 
rcporl Ihereon dated M ay 18, 1999. I conductexl m y audit in accordance w ilh 
generally accepted auditing standards and the slandards applicable to financial aodils 
contained in Govern m ent Auditing Standards, issued by tile Com ptroller General of tile 
U nited States. 

Com pliance 
A s part of oblaining reasonable assurance aboul whelher the M orehouse Parish 
A ssessor's financial slalem enls are free of m alerial m isstatem enl, I perform ed tests of 
its com pliance w ilh cerlain provisions of laws, regulalions, contracts and granls, 
noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct and m aterial effect oil the determ ination 
of financial an'lounls. H owever, providing an opinion oil com pliance w ith Ihose 

provisions was not all objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do not express such 
an opinion. Tile restd|s of m y tests disclosext no instances of noncom pliance Ihal arc 
required 1o be reporled under GovelTtment Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 
In planning and perforluing m y audit, I considered tile M orehouse Parish A ssessor's 
internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine m y auditing procedures 
for the puq~ose of expressing m y opinion oil the financial statements and not to provide 
assurance on lhe inlernal conlrol over financial reporting. M y consideralion of tile 
im ernal conlrol over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m ailers in 
tile internal control over financial reporting that lnighl be m aterial w eaknesses. A 
m aterial weakness is a condition in which tile design or operalion of one or m ore of 
tile internal control com ponents does nol rextuce to a relatively low level tile risk lhat 
m isstalem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to lhe financial statem enls 
being audited m ay occur and not be detecte~l within a tim ely period by em ployees in 
the norm al course of performing their assigncxl fimctions. I noted no m ailers involving 
the internal control over financial reporling and its operation thal I consider to be 
m aterial weaknesses. 
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M O REH OU SE PA RISH A SSESSO R 
Bastrop, kotlisiana 

Independenl Auditor's Repoll oll Com pliance 
A nd Inlernal Control Over Financial Reporling, etc 
D ecem ber 31. 1998 

This rel)oll is inlended for the inform ation of the M orehouse Parish A ssessor. This is not intended to 
lim it the dislribution of Ihis report, which is a m ailer of public record. 

W est M onroe, lx~uisiana 
M ay 18, 1999 
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M OREH OU SE PARISH ASSESSOR 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Cosls 
For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

A . SUM M AR Y O F AU1)IT R ESU LTS 

2 

Schedule 1 

The audilor's report expresses an unqualifiext opinion oll the general purpose financia 
slalem enls of M orehouse Parish A ssessor. 

N o instances of noncom pliance m aterial 1o tile financial slalem enls of M orehouse Parish 
A ssessor were discloscxt during lhe audit. 

No repoJlable condilions relaling Io the audit of the financial statem enls are repotled in the 
Independent A udilor's Reporl on Internal Control. 

FIND IN G S - FIN AN CIAL STA TEM EN TS A UDIT 

N one 
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M OREH OU SE PARISH A SSESSOR 
Baslrop, Louisiana 

Sm nm ary Schedule of Prior Audil Findings 
For the Year Endext D ecem ber 31. 1998 

N eed to com ply with Louisiana 
R evised Statute 42:1113 

Tile auditor recom m ended thai in the fllture 
transactions involving employees or their 
assessor Io be in violalion of slate law . 

Schedule 2 

the assessor should refl'ain fl'om entering into 
im m ediate fam ilies which would cause lhe 

Slalus: There were no transactions for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 w ith em ployees 
or fl~eir im m ediate fam ilies therefore, this finding has been cleared. 


