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The Honorable Cam eron Sim m ons, Judge 
Third W ard Court, Iberia Parish, Louisiana 
Jeanerette City Court 
Jeanerette. Louisiana 

AM I{RI(]AN INSI'I I [YI'I~ o1: 
CI~RI'II;II~I) I'LIBLI(? ACCOUN IAN IS 

SOC~t~a'Y ol; t ,~ cl'A's 

I have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the Third W ard Court, 

Iberia Parish, Louisiana (Jeanerette City Court) and the combining financial statements of the 
Jeanerette City Court as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. 
These financial statem ents are the responsibility of the City Court's elected official. M y 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statem ents based on m y audit. 

I conducted m y audit ill accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards 
require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, 
as well as evaluating the overall financial statem ents presentation. I believe that m y audit provides 
a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Third W ard Court, lberia Parish, Louisiana 
(Jeanerette City Court) as of June 30, 1998, and the results of its operations for the year then 
ended, in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. Also, in m y opinion, the 
com bining financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial 
position of each of the individual funds of the Third W ard Court, Iberia Parish, Louisiana (Jeanerette 
City Court), as of June 30, 1998, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

New Iberia, I_ouisiana 
April 23, 1999 
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THIRD W ARD CO URT 
IBERIA PARISH, LO UISIANA 
(JEANERETTE CITY COURT) 

Com bined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account G roup 
June 30, 1998 

ASSET 
Cash 
Due from Other Funds 
Building Im provem ents 
Furniture and Fixtures 
O ffice M achines 

Total Assets 

Governm ental Fiduciary 
Fund Type Fund Type 
G eneral Agency 

$ 7,909 $22,525 
216 

Account G roup_  
G eneral 

Fixed Assets 

$ 

8,838 
7,781 
12.770 

Totals 

(Memo 
Only) 

$30,434 
216 

8,838 
7,781 
12.770 

$ 8,12_5 ~22~525 _$_29,_3_.89 ~60~0,39 

LIABILITIES AN[) FUND EQ UITY 
Liabilities: 

Deposits Payable 
Due to O ther Funds 

Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity: 
Investm ent in G eneral Fixed Assets 
Fund Balance 

Unreserved, undesignated 8,125 

Total Fund Equity 

Total Liabilities and 
Fund Equity 

8.125 

$22,309 
216 

22.525 

$22,309 
216 

22.525 

29,389 29,389 

8.125 

29.389 37.514 

$ 8j 25 ~_~  5_.2_ _5 _$29,_3.89_ _$6 ~0_39 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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Aclua 

TH IRD W A RD CO URT 
IBERIA PARISH, LO UISIANA 
(JEANERETTE CITY COURT) 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - 
Governm ental Fund Type - General Fund 

For the Year Ended June 30. 1998 

Revenues: 
Court Costs and Fines 

Expenditures: 
Current 
Paym ents to C ity of Jeanerette 
Court Costs 
Accounting 
Contract Labor 
Dues and Subscriptions & Library 
Utilities & Telephone 
Legal and A udit 
O ffice Supplies and Printing 
Repairs and M aintenance 
Salaries 
M iscellaneous 
Travel- Sem inars 
Capital O utlay 

Total Expenditures 

I-xcess of Revenues Over Expenditures 

Fund Balance, Beginning 

Fund Balance, Ending 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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$118,686 

8,447 
39,714 
2,400 
4,854 
175 

4,764 
1,800 
3,702 
3,107 

40,133 
1,170 
837 

1.677 
112.780 

5,906 

2.219 

8A25 



 

THIRD W ARD CO URT 
IBERIA PARISH, LO UISIA NA 

(JEANERETTE CITY COURT) 
NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Sum m ary of Siqnificant Accountina Policies 

"[he Third W ard Court
, Iberia Parish, Louisiana (Jeanerette City Court) was 

created under Louisiana Revised Statute 13:1872 as a political subdivision of the 
State of Louisiana. The Court operates under the control of the City Judge

, an 
elected official serving a term of six years. 

"[he accounting and reporting policies of the Jeanerette City Court conform to 
generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governm ents. Such 
accounting and reporting procedures also conform to the requirem ents of 
Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:517 and to the industry audit guide

, Audits of Stale 
and Local G overn m ental Units. 

]he follow ing is a sum m ary of certain significant accounting policies 

A . Financial ReDortinu Entity 

For financial reporting purposes, in conform ance w ith Section 2100 of the 
GASB Codification of G overnm ental Accounting and Financial Reporting 
Standards (GASB Codification), the Court includes all funds, account 
groups, activities, et cetera, that are controlled by the Court's Executive and 
Legislative Branches. As an independently elected official, the Judge is 
solely responsible for the operations of his office, which includes the hiring or 
retention of em ployees, responsibility for deficits

, and the receipt and 
disbursem ents of funds. 

Statem ent No. 14 of the GASB established the follow ing criteria for 
determ ining if a governm ental entity is a prim ary governm ent or a 
com ponent unit of a prim ary governm ent: 

a. It has a separately elected governing body. 
b. tt is legally separate. 
c. It is fiscally independent of other governm ents 

W hile certain operating expenditures of the Court, nam ely a portion of the 
Judge's salary, are paid or provided by the City of Jeanerette and/or the 
Iberia Parish, this Court does not m eet the criteria of Statem ent No. 14 
defining a com ponent unit. Accordingly, it is not included as such in any 
other financial statem ents. 
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THIRD W ARD CO URT 
IBERIA PA RISH, LO UISIANA 

(JEANERETTE CITY COURT) 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS, CO NTINUED 

B. Fund Accountinq 

The accounts of the City Court are organized on the basis of funds and 
account groups, each of w hich is considered a separate accounting entity. 
The operations of each fund are accounted for w ith a separate set of self- 
balancing accounts ttlat com prise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, 
revenues, and expenditures. G overnm ent resources are allocated to and 
accounted for ill individual funds based upon the purposes for w hich they 
are to be spent and the m eans by w hich spending activities are controlled. 
The various funds are grouped, in the financial statem ents in this report, into 
tw o generic fund types and two broad fund categories as follow s: 

G OVERNM ENTAL FUNDS 

G eneral Fund 

The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Jeanerette City Coud. 
It is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be 
accounted for in another fund. 

FIDUCIARY FUNDS 

Trust and Agency funds 

Trust and agency funds are used to account for assets held by the 
Jeanerette City Court in a trustee capacity or as an agent for individuals, 
private organizations, other governm ents, and/or other funds. Agency funds 
are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
m easurem ents of results of operations. 

(3. Fixed Assets 

The accounting and reporting treatm ent applied to the fixed assets 
associated w ith a fund is determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. 

All governm ental fund type operations are accounted for on a spending or 
"financial flow " m easurem ent focus, and only current assets and current 
liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. 
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THIRD W A RD CO URT 
IBERIA PARISH, LO UISIANA 
(JEANERETTE CITY COURT) 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS. CO NTINUED 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed 
assets) are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, 
rather than in governm ental funds, and are recorded as expenditures in the 
governm ental fund types w hen purchased. 

No depreciation has beer] provided on general fixed assets 

All fixed assets are stated at historical cost or estim ated historical costs if 
actual historical cost is not available. Donated fixed assets are stated at 
their estim ated fair m arket value on the date donated. As of June 30, 1998, 
the C ity Court has not recorded any donated fixed assets on its books since 
there have been no donations m ade to it. 

Basis of Account 

Basis of accounting refers to w hen revenues and expenditures or expense 
are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statem ents. 
Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the m easurem ents m ade, 
regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

All governm ental funds are accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting. Their revenues are recognized when they becom e m easurable 
and available as net current assets. Taxpayer-assessed income (in the form 
of court costs on criminal and traffic violation fines) is considered 
"m easurable" when in the hands of the collecting governm ent and is 
recognized as revenue at that tim e. 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred, except that 
accum ulated unpaid vacation and sick pay are not accrued. Purchases of 
various operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the tim e 
purchased. 

E. BtJd cLeta3~~ 
Practices 

C ity Courts are included am ong the few state and local governm ents not 
required to adopt a budget. Accordingly, no budget has been adopted and 
no budgetary inform ation is included in these financial statem ents. 
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(3) 

THIRD W ARD CO URT 
IBERIA PARISH, LO UISIANA 

(JEANERETTE CITY COURT) 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS , CO NTINUED 

F. Encum brances 

Encum brance accounting, under w hich purchase orders
, contracts, and 

other com m itm ents for the expenditures of m onies are recorded in order to 
reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not em ployed by the 
City Court as an extension of form al budgetary integration in the funds

. 

G . Vacation and Sick Leave 

Vacation is recorded as an expenditure of the period in w hich paid
. It m ust 

be taken in the year accrued and cannot be carried over. There is no 
provision for sick leave at this tim e. Any liability the City Court m ight have in 
this regard is considered im m aterial; therefore, no liability has been 
recorded in the accounts. 

H. Total Colum ns on Com bined Statem ents - O verview 

Total colum ns on the Com bined Statem ents - Overview are captioned 
M ernorandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate 
financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present financial position or 
results of operations in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting 
principles. Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation

, lnterfund 
elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

nterfund Receivables/Payables 

G eneral F:ur~d 
Agency: 

Appearance Bond 

Chanqes in Fixed Assets 

G eneral Fixed Assets, July 1, 1997 

Additions: 

Dispositions 

G eneral Fixed Assets, June 30,1998 

Interfund 
Receivables 

$ 216 
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Interfund 

[~a.yables 
$ 

216 

~; 216 

$27,712 

1.677 

~29,3_89 



(4) 

THIRD W ARD CO URT 
IBERIA PARISH, LO UISIANA 
(JEANERETTE CITY COURT) 

NOTES TO FINANC IAL STATEM ENTS. CO NTINUED 

Pension Plan 

_
Pla

.
n_ _Descrijotion 

Louisiana Slate Employees' Retirem ent System . The Jeanerette City Coud 
Judge is a m em ber of the Louisiana State Em ployees' Retirem ent System , a cost- 
sharing, single-em ployer defined benefit pension plan adm inistered by a separate 
board of trustees. 

E.ligibjlity._Requirerne nts 

All state em ployees except cedain classes of em ployees specifically excluded by 
Statute becom e rnem bers of the System as a condition of em ploym ent unless 
they elect to continue as a contributing Fnem ber in any other retirem ent system for 
w bich they rem ain eligible for m em bership. Certain elected officials and officials 
appointed by the governor m ay, at their option, becom e m em bers of LASERS. 

Retirem ent Benefits 

]he age and years of creditable service required in order for a m em ber to retire 
w ith full benefits are established by Statute and vary depending on the m em ber's 
employer and job classification. The substantial majority of members may retire 
w ith full benefits at ages ranging from any age upon com pleting thirty years of 
creditable service, to age sixty upon com pleting ten years of creditable service, 
17_fiective January 1, 1996, m em bers m ay choose to retire w ith 20 years of service 
at any age, w ith an actuarial reduced benefit, 

1 he basic annual retirem ent benefit for substantially all m em bers is equal to 2- 
1/2%  of average com pensation m ultiplied by the num ber of years of creditable 
service plus $300. Padicipants who became members of LASERS on or after 
July 1, 1986, are not eligible for the $300 addition to the annual retirement benefit 
form ula. Average com pensation is defined as the m em ber's average annual 
earn ed com pensation for the highest thirty-six consecutive m onths of 
ernploym ent. The m axim um annual retirem ent benefit cannot exceed the lesser 
ef 100%  of average com pensation or certain specified dollar am ounts of 
actuarially determ ined m onetary lim its w hich vary depending upon the m em ber's 
age at retirem ent. Judges, court officers, and cedain elected officials receive an 
additional annual retirernent benefit equal to 1%  of average com pensation 
m ultiplied by the num ber of years of creditable service in their respective capacity. 
As an alternative to the above basic retirem ent benefit, a m em ber m ay elect to 
leceive his retirem ent benefits under any one of four different options providing for 
a reduced retirem ent benefit payable throughout his life w ith certain benefits being 
paid to Ms designated beneficiary after his death. 
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THIRD W ARD CO URT 
IBERIA PA RISH, LO UISIANA 

(JEANERETTE CITY COURT) 
NOTES 1-O FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS, CO NTINUED 

A m em ber leaving em ploym ent before attaining m inim um retirem ent age but after 
com pleting certain m inim um service requirem ents becom es eligible for a benefit 
provided the m em ber lives to the m inim um service retirem ent age and does not 
w ithdraw his accum ulated contributions. The m inim um serv ice requirem ents for 
benefits vary depending upon the m em ber's em ployer and serv ice classification. 

M em ber Contributions 

M em ber contribution rates for the System are established by Louisiana Revised 
Statute 11:62. Em ployee m em ber contributions are deducted from their salary 
and rem itted to the System by participating em ployers. For the year ended 
June 30, 1998, the Judge's contribution rate was 11.5% . 

Em DIover Contributions 

E:_ach em ployer is required to contribute a percentage of each em ployee's earned 
com pensation to finance participation of its em ployees in LA SERS. The 
em ployer's contribution rate is established under Louisiana Revised Statutes 
11:101-11:104 and annually by the Actuarial Forecasting Com m ittee. For the 
year ending June 30, 1998, the City Court's contribution rate was 13.0%  and the 
City of Jeanerette w as responsible for disbursing these am ounts to the retirem ent 
system . 

A ll other City Court em ployees are m em bers of the M unicipal Em ployees 
Retirem ent System . 

M unicipal Em ployees' Retirem ent System . All perm anent City em ployees w ho 
work at least 35 hours a week, not participating in another public funded 
retirem ent system and are under 60 years of age are m em bers of the plan. 
M em bers of the plan m ay retire w ith thirty years of creditable service regardless of 
age, w ith twenty-five years of service at age 55, and w ith 10 years of service at 
age 60. The retirem ent allowance is equal to 3%  of the m em ber's final 
com pensation m ultiplied by his years of creditable service, w ith certain provisions 
m ade for those em ployees w ho were m em bers of the supplem ental plan only prior 
to its revision date. Their retirem ent allow ance m ay not exceed the greater of 
100%  of a m em ber's final salary or com pensation. The system also provides 
disability and survivor benefits. Benefits are established by the State statute. 
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THIRD W ARD CO URT 
IBERIA PARISH, LO UISIANA 
(JEANERETTE CITY COURT) 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS. CO NTINUED 

State statute requires covered em ployees to contribute 9.25% of their earnings to 
the plan. For the year ending June 30, 1998, the City Court's portion w as 6.25%  
and the City of Jeanerette w as responsible for disbursing these am ounts to the 
retirem ent system . 

Although contributions are determ ined by State statute rather than actuarial 
calculations, actuarially required contributions are deterrnined for the System , but 
not separately for the Jeanerette City Court. 

The "pension benefit obligation" is a standardized disclosure m easure of the 
present value of pension benefits, adjusted for the effects of projected salary 
increases and step-rate benefits, estim ated to be payable in the future as a result 
of em ployee service to date. The m easure, w hich is the actuarial present value of 

credited projected benefits is intended to help users assess tile System's funding 
status on a going-concern basis, assess progress m ade in accum ulating sufficient 
assets to pay benefits w hen due, and m ake com parisons am ong PERS and 
em ployers. The System does not m ake separate m easurem ents of assets and 
pension benefit obligation for individual em ployers. 

Historical trend inform ation show ing the System 's progress in accum ulating 
sufficient assets to pay benefits w hen due is presented in the System 's 
June 30, 1998 com prehensive annual financial report. The Jeanerette City Court 
does not guarantee the benefits granted by the System . 

(5) F!e~qd i_ng. L_itiq atio n 

(6) 

(7) 

The City Court was not involved in any m aterial lawsuits at June 30, 1998 

Cash and Cash Eauivalents 

At June 30, 1998, the carrying amount of the City Court's deposits is $30,434 and 
the bank balance is $45,892 of which the entire amount is secured from risk by 
federal depository insurance. 

O ther Postretirem ent Benefits 

The Jeanerette City Court provides no postretirem ent benefits 
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FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS O F INDIVIDUAL FUNDS 

R. PERRY TEM PLETO N , CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 



Appearance Bond Fund 

AGENCY FUNDS 

To account for the collection of cash deposits posted upon the service of a w arrant 
Norm ally property bonds are posted; hence, little activity occurs in this fund. 

Civil Suit Bond Fund 

To account for collection of advance court costs deposits in civil suits filed. Funds 
are posted by the plaintiff filing the suit and are held until the cases are processed. 
After the cases are processed, funds are disbursed. 
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ASSETS 

Cash 

LIABILITIES 

Deposits Payable 
Due to G eneral Fund 

Total Liabilities 

THIRD W ARD CO URT 
IBERIA PARISH, LO UISIANA 

(JEANERETTE CITY COURT) 
AG ENCY FUNDS 

Com bining Balance Sheets 
June 30.1998 

Appearance Civil Suit 
Bond Bond Totals 

997 2~ ,528 '$2~525 

$ 781 $21,528 
216 

$22,309 
216 

997 21,528 22,525 

FUND BALANC I- 

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance ~ 997 _$21,528 ~$22~525 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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MEMBI~I( 
AM ERICAN INS'I'I I IJ rE OF 

CERTIFII{D PLIBI ,IC ACCOI.IN I~,N'I S 
SOCII!TY OF I ,A CPA'S 

REPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE AND O N INTERNAL CO NTRO L OVER FINANCIAL 
REPO RTING BASED O N AN AUDIT O F FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED 

IN ACCO RDANCE W ITH G OVERNM ENT A UDITING STANDA RDS 

The Honorable Cam eron Sim m ons, Judge 
Third W ard Court, Iberia Parish, Louisiana 
(Jeanerette City Court) 
Jeanerette. Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Third W ard Court, Iberia 
Parish, Louisiana (Jeanerette City Court) as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, and 
have issued m y report thereon dated April 23, 1999. I conducted m y audit in accordance 
w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in G overnm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the 
United States. 

Com pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Third W ard Court, Iberia Parish, 
Louisiana's (Jeanerette City Court) financial statements are free of material misstatement, 
I perforrned tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts 
and grants, noncom pliance w ith w hich could have a direct and m aterial effect on the 
determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on 
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do 
not express such an opinion. The results of m y tests disclosed one instance of 
noncom pliance that is required to be reported under G overnm ent Auditing Standards. 
Louisiana Revised Statue 24:513 requires that the Courts' financial statem ents be 
com pleted and released within six m onths of its year end. The report was released 
subsequent to that due date. The delinquency was caused prim arily by problem s 
experienced by the independent auditor including the w ithdrawal of one of its partners. 
M anagem ent has adopted a corrective action plan including the re-evaluation of its 
selection process and is establishing a m onitoring system to m onitor the progress of its 
future audits. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 
In planning and perform ing m y audit, I considered Third W ard Court, Iberia Parish, 
Louisiana's (Jeanerette City Court) internal control over financial reporting in order to 
determ ine m y auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing rny ()pinion on the 
financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting. M y consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not 
necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control ever financial reporting that m ight be 
m aterial w eaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in w hich the design or operation 
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The Honorable Cam eron Sim m ons, Judge 
Page 2 

of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level 
the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the financial 
statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by 
em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. I noted no m atters 
involving the internal control over financial repoding and its operation that I consider to be 
m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the Judge of the Third W ard Court, Iberia 

Parish, Louisiana (Jeanerette City Court). This restriction is not intended to limit the 
distribution of this report, w hich is a m atter of public record. 

New Iberia, Louisiana 
April 23, 1999 
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