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INDEPI~ND I~ IT AUD ITOR " S REPORT 

Honorable Patricia Schwarz Core 
St . Ta~uuany Parish A ssessor 

A Component Unit of the 
St . Ta~u~any Parish Council 

Covington , Louisiana 

FAX (50 4) 83 1"404 2 

I have audited the accompanying general purpose financial 
statements of the St . Tammany Parish Assessor, a component unit of 
the St . Tammany Parish Council , as of and for the year then ended 
December 31, 1999, as listed in the table of contents . These 
genera] purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the 
St . Tammany Parish A ssessor . My responsibility is to express an 
opinion o11 these general purpose financial statements based on my 
audJ t . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards contained in the Government Auditing Standards issued by 
the Comptroller General of the United States . ThoE:e standards 
require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements 
are free of m aterial m isstatem ent . An audit includes exam ining , on 
a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in 
the general purpose financial statements . An audit also includes 
assess:ing the accounting principles used and significant estimates 
made by management , as well as evaluating the overall general 
purpose financial statement presentation . I believe that my audit 
provides a reasonable basis for my opinion . 

In my opJnion , the general purpose financial statements referred to 
in the first paragraph present fairly , in all material respects, 
the financial position of the St . Tammany Parish Assessor as of 
December 31, 1999, and the results of its operations for the year 
the,] ended in conform ity with generally accepted at.counting 
principles . 

In accord ance with Government Auditinq Standards, [[ have also 
issued a report dated June 13, 2000, on my consideration of the 
St . Tammany Parish A ssessor 's compliance and on internal control 
over financial reporting based on an audit of financial statements 
performed in accordance with Government Auditinq Standards . This 
report :is presented separately after the notes to the financial 
statements of this audit report . 

i r a 

Certified Public Account:ant 

June 13 , 2000 
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ST . TAMMANY PAR ISH ASSESSOR 
Covington , Louisiana 

Governmental Fund Type - General Fund 
Balance Sheet 

December 31 , 1999 

Statem ent A 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
(Note C) 

Investments (Note D ) 
Revenues receivable : 

Ad valorem taxes (net of 
allowance for uncollectib le 
taxes of $43,199) 

State revenue sharing 
Other 

Office furnishings and 
equipment: (Note E) 

TOTAL A SSETS 

LIABILITIES, EQUITY AND 
OTHER CRED ITS 

Liab ilities : 
Accounts payable 

Total Liabilities 

A ccount 
Governmental Group 

Fund - General 
General Fixed 

Fund Assets 

$333,776 
131 ,026 

1 ,396 ,735 
87 ,475 
32 ,127 

Total 
(Memorandum 

Only) 

$333,776 
131 ,026 

1 ,396 ,735 
87,475 
32 .127 

$~i15_~5 _589 515,589 

$25,41~ 

25 ,416 

Equity and Other Credits : 
Investment in general fixed 
a sse t s 

Fund balance - unreserved - 
undes:ignated 1 ,955 ,72! 

Total Fund Equity 

$2,496,728 

$25,416 

25 ,416 

$515,589 515,589 

L 955,723 

1,955,723 ]~15~5 589 ~ ,312 

TOTAL LIABILITIES, EQUITY 
~ D OTHER CREDITS $~,981,139 $5151589 $2,496,728 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

ST . TAMMAN Y PAR ISH ASSESSOR 
Covington , Louisiana 

Governmental Fund Type - General Fund 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, 

and Changes in Fund Balance 
For the Year Ended D ecember 3] , 1999 

REV ENU ES 
A d valorem taxes 
State revenue sharing 
Interest earn ings 
O ther 

Total Rev enues 

Statem ent B 

EX PEND ITURES 
Salaries and related expenditures 
Operating services 
Education 
Office materials and supplies 
Professional services 
Travel and other related expenditures 
Office rent 

Total Expenditures 

Excess of Revenues over Expenditures 

Fund Balance at Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at End of Year 

i. 5b 00=_8_ 3 9 

~ J 5~ 337 

85 ,502 

~ zo~ _221 

$1~s~ 5,723 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

ST . TAM MAN Y PA R ISH AS SESSOR 
Covington , Louisiana 

Governmental Fund Type - General Fund 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in 

Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended Decemb er 31, 199[) 

REVENU ES 
Ad valorem taxes 
State revenue sharing 
Interest earn ings 
Other 

Statem ent C 

~udge_t_ Actual 

Variance 
Favorable 

.fUnfavorable) 

Total Revenues !~ 487,O OQ 1 560 839 73 839 

EX PEND ITURES 
Salaries and related 
exp end itu res 

Operating services 
Education 
Office materials and 
supplies 

Professional services 
Travel and other related 
expenditures 

Capita] outlay 
Office rent 

9"75 ,000 
195 ,000 
54 ,000 

85 , 
95 , 

000 
000 

73 ,000 
95 ,000 

Total Expenditures ]=5~ 3~ O~ 

1 ,151 ,523 
163 ,292 
12,317 

69 , 
59 , 

513. 
013 

8, 881 

~0~ 80(~ 

i , 475 ,33"} 

(176,523) 
31 ,708 
41 ,683 

15 , 
35 , 

489 
987 

64 ,119 
95 ,000 

200 

i07~663 

(96,000) 85,502 181,502 

Fund Balance , Beginning 
of Year !~ 519,36_2 1,87~ L 35~0 859 

Fund Balance , End 
of Year $i~ 423,362 $i,955~723 $532,361 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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ST . TAMMANY PAR ISH ASSESSOR 
Cov ington , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
D ecen~ er 31 , 1999 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGN IFICANT ACCOUN TING POLICIES 

As provided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana 
Constitution of 1974 , the assessor is elected by the voters of 
the parish and serves a four year term . The assessor assesses 
all real and movable property in the parish subject to ad 
valorem taxation . The assessor is authorized to appoint as 
many deputies as may be necessary for efficient operation of 
the office and provide assistance to the taxpayers of the 
parish . The deputies are authorized to perform all functions 
of the office , but the assessor is officially and pecuniarily 
respon sib le for the actions of the deputies . 

The assessor has one office located in Covington and one 
office in Slidell in St . Tammany Parish . In accordance with 
Louisiana law , the assessor bases real and movable property 
assessments on conditions existing on January I of the tax 
year . The assessor completes an assessment listing for the 
tax year and submits the list to the parish governing 
authority and the Lou isiana Tax Commission , as prescribed by 
law . Once the assessm ent listing is approved , the assessor 
subm its the assessment roll to the parish tax collector, who 
is responsible for collecting and distributing taxes to the 
various taxing bodies located in the parish . 

i . Basis of PresentatJo 
The accompanying general purpose financial statements of 
the St . Tammany Parish A ssessor have been prepared in 
conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles 
(GAAP) as applied to governmental unitE;. The Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
standard -setting b ody for establish ing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles . 

2 . R em ortinq Enti 
A s the governing authority of the parish , for reporting 
purposes , the St . Tammany Parish Council Js the 
financial reporting entity for St . Tammany Parish . The 
financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary 
government (St . Tammany Parish Council), 
(b ) organizations for which the primary government is 
financially accountable, and (e) other organizations for 



 

ST . TAMMAN Y PAR ISH A SSESSOR 
Covington , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1999 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

which the nature and significance of their relationship 
with the primary government are such that exclusion would 
cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be 
misleading or incomplete . 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No . 14 
established criteria for determining which component units 
should be considered part of the St . Tammany Parish 
Council for financial reporting purposes . The basic 
criterion for including a potentiai component unit 
w ith in the reporting entity is financial accountab ility . 
The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in 
determ ining financial accountability . This criteria 
:includes : 

1 

2 

3 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's 
governing bbdy , and 

a 

b 

the ab ility of the 
impose its will on 
and/or 

parislh council to 
that organization 

the potential for the organization to 
provide specific financial benefits to 
or impose specific financial burdens 
on , the parish council . 

Organizations for which the parish council 
does not appoint a voting majority, but are 
fiscally dependent on the parish council . 

Organizations for which the reporting entity 's 
financial statements would be m isleading if data 
of the organization is not included because of 
the nature or significance of the relationship . 

Even though the assessor is an independently elected 
official, and is ]egally separate from the parish council 
the exclusion from the council 's financial statements 
would cause the council's financial statements to be 
m isleading or incomplete . 



 

ST . "r~Ll~Mh%]~,'Y PAR ISH ASSESSOR 
Covington , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1999 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Also, the assessor is fiscally dependent on the parish 
council when the council has approval authority over 
the assessor 's capital budget . The parish council 
has approval authority over the assessor's capital 
budget becau se office space is furnished to the assessor 
by the council and title to real property is in the 
)lame of the council . Because of these reasons, the 
assessor is determ ined to be a component unit of the 
St . Tammany Parish Council . 

3 . Fund A ccoun t inq 
The accounts of the assessor are organized on the basis 
of a fund (General Fund) and an account group (General 
Fixed Assets Account Group), each of which is considered 
a separate accounting entity . The operations of the 
General Fund are accounted for with a separate set of 
self-balancing acco%nts that comprises its assets , 
liabilities, fund equ ity , revenues, and expenditures . 
Revenues are accounted for in the General Fund based upon 
the purpose for which they are to be spent and the means 
by which spending activities are controlled . 

The General Fund , as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
47 :1906, is the prin cipal fund of the assessor and 
accounts for the operation of the assessor's office . 
Ad valorem tax revenue is accounted for in this fund . 
General operating expenditures are paid from this fund . 
The General Fund is classified as a governmental fund 

type . 

4 . Basis of A ccountlng 
Basis of accounting refers to when rev enues and 
expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported 
in the financial statements . Basis of accounting relates 
to the tim ing of the measurements made , regardless of the 
measurement focus applied . The assessor's records are 
maintained on a cash basis of accounting . However, the 
funds reported in the accompanying financial statements 
have been converted to a modified accrual basis of 
accounting . The General Fund uses the following practices 
in recording revenues and expenditures : 

R evenu es : 
Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis 



 

ST . T ~  PAR IS~ ASSE SSOR  
Covington , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1999 

i0 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED 

5 

6 

become due on Novemb er 15 of each year, and become 
delinquent on December 31 . 

Revenues from state revenue sharing and payments in lieu 
of taxes are recorded in the year the revenues are due the 

a s se s so r . 

Interest earnlngs 
time deposits have 

o,i time deposits are recorded when the 
m atured and the revenue is availab le . 

Other revenue , which includes 
preparation , is recorded when 

fees for tax roll 

due . 

Expenditures : 
Expenditures are recognized under the modified accrual 
basis of accounting when the related fund liability is 

incurred . 

~ud~qets 
The original proposed budget for the year ended 
December 31, 1999, was made available for public 
inspection at the assessor's office and advertised 
on Decemb er 16 , 1998 . The budget was adopted on 
December 29, 1998, after a public hearing on that 
day . The original budget: was amended on 
Decen~ er 30 , 1999 . 

All budgets were prepared on the modified 8ccrual basis of 
accounting . The assessor reserves all authority to make 

changes to the budget . 

Formal budget integration within the accounting records is 
employed as a management control device during the year . 
Budgeted amounts included in the accompanying financial 
statements include the original adopted budget and all 

sub sequent am endments . 

All appropriations contained in the budget lapse at year 

end . 

C a~ Cash Equivalents a ng_ lnvestment$ 
Cash includes amounts in interest bearing demand 



 

ST . TAMM ANY  PAR ISH A SSESSOR 
Covington , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
Decemb er 31, 1999 

ii 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

7 

8 

Under state law , the district may invest in United States 
bonds, treasury notes or certificates, and other 
investments backed by the full faith and credit of the 
United States . 

All investments are stated at cost 

Receivables 
Receivables are made up of ad valorem taxes, state revenue 
sharing and paym ents in lieu of taxes . For 1999, 
ad valorem tax receivables were recorded net of an 
estimated 3% uncollectible amount . 

~'ixe~ A ssets ano bonc{-'l'erm 
Fix ed a ssets are accou n ted 
account group , rather than 
Fixed assets are valued at 
depreciation has been provided on fixed assets . The 
genera] fixed assets account group is not a fund . It is 
concerned only with the measurement of financial position 
and does not involve measurement of results of operations 

The value of all fixed assets approximates their cost 

FJxed assets provided by the parish are included 
in the General Fixed A ssets Account Group . 

There were no long-term obligations at December 31, 1999 

9 . Compensated Ab sences 
Employees of the assessor 's office earn ten days of 
vacation leave per year and five days of sick leave per 
year . All leave t~me is granted on January i of each 
year . Vacation and sick leave must be taken during the 
year earned , and cannot be accumulated . Upon termination 
resignation or retirem ent employees are not paid for any 
unused vacation or sick leave earned during the year . At 
December 31, 1999, there were no accumulated or vested 
benefits related to vacation and sick leave that require 
disclosure in accordance with GASB Codification C60 . 



 

ST . TAMMANY PAR IgH A~ gEggOR 
Covington , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1999 

NOTE A -- SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

10 . Encumbrances 
Encumbrance accounting is not utilized due to the nature 
of operations and the ability of management to monitor 
budgeted expenditures on a timeIy basis

. 

Ii 

The total colu~ l On the balance sheet Js captioned 
Memorandum Only to indicate that it is presented only to 
facilitate financial analysis

. Data in this column does 
not present financial position in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles

. Ne ither is ~u ch d
ata comparable to a consolidation . 

NOTE B - LEV IED TAX ES 

Ad valorem taxes o f 3 . 05 m ills are authorized and levied for 
the operation of the assessor 's office

. 

The following are the principal taxpayers for the parish 

T_ axp ayer  

Centra l La . Elect . Co . 
BellSou th Inc . 
Hibernia National Bank 
Bank One 
Louisiana Gas Ser . Co . 

McKesson Corporation 
Ep ic Development Inc . 

W a sh . St . Tam . Elect . 
Parish National Bank 
Southern Natural Gas 

Type of 
Business 

Utility 
Telephone 
Bank 
Bank 
Utility 
Pharmaceutical 
Developer 
U tility 
Bank 
Utility 

A ssessed 
Va_ _ _]uation 

$27,645,980 
20 ,144 ,380 
8 ,956 ,070 
8,681,170 
3,920,600 
3 ,708,080 
3 ,574 ,130 
3 ,4 96 ,470 
2 ,935 ,810 

~ _ ~2 832~ 16Q 

Percentage of 
Total A ssessec 

Valuation 

$8_!5, 894~ 850 17 . 1 2% 

The total assessed valuation for all taxpayers at 
D ecember 31 , ]999

, was $501,376,735 . This figure was 
used in calculating the percentage of the "assessed 
valuation of each of the ten largest taxpayers,, listed 
above to the "total assessed valuation for all taxpayers 



 

ST . TAMM ANY PAR IsH A SSESSOR 
Covington , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
D ecemb er 31 , 1999 

NOTE C - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

13 

At Decemb er 31, 1999, the carrying amounts (book balances) 
of all cash and cash equivalents of the assessor were as 
follow s : 

Interest bearing demand deposits 
Certificates of deposits 

Total 

$ 32,776 
301~ 000 

$~ 776 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates 
market . Under state law , these deposits, or the resulting 
ban]< balances, must be secured by federal deposit 
insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal 
agent bank . The market value of the pledged securities 
plus the federal deposiC insurance must at all times equal 
the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent . These 
securities are held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal 
agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually 
acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1999, the 
assessor had $359,119 in deposits (collected bank balances) 
At December 31 , 1999 , these deposits were secured from risk 
by $336,655 of federal deposit insurance $22,464 of pledged 
securities held by the custodial bank in the name of the 
fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
unco]lateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement 3 , Louisiana Revised Statute 39 :1229 imposes a 
statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and 
sell the pledged securities w ithin i0 days of being notified 
by the assessor that the fiscal agent has failed to pay 
deposited funds upon demand . 



 

ST . TAMMANY PAR ISH ASSESSOR 
Covington, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
Decelnber 31 , 1999 

NOTE D -- INV ESTMENT S 

14 

A t December 31, 1999, the assessor held the following types 
of investments : 

rvne of Investment 
Treasury Securities Money 
M arket Fund 

Total 

Cost/ 
Carrying 
Am ount 

Market 
Value 

$13~ 26 $131,026 

$13~ 26 $131,026 

These investments are in the name of the fiscal agent bank 
and are held in its trust department . Because these 
investments are not ill the name of the assessor and are not 
heid by the assessor or its agent, the investments are 
considered uninsured and unregistered (GASB Category 3) for 
purposes of applying the credit risk of GASB Codification 
Section I50 .164 . 

NOTE E - CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets (office 
furnishings and equipment) follows: 

Balance , January i, 1999 

Additions 
Deductions 

Balance , Decemb er 31 . 1999 

$445,771 

69 ,818 

$515~ 589 



 

ST . TAMMAN Y PAR ISH A SSE SSOR 
Covington , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1999 

NOTE F - PENSION PLAN 

]5 

plan Description 
Substantially all employees of the St . Tammany Parish 
A ssessor 's office are members of the Louisiana Assessor 's 
Retirement System (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer 
defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board 
of trustees . 

All full-time employees who are under the age of 60 at the 
time of original emp loym ent and are not drawing retirement 
benefits from any other public retirement system in Louisiana 
are required to participate in the System . Employees who 
retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited 
service or at or after age 50 with at least 30 years of 
credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable 
monthly for life , equal to 3 percent of their final-average 
salary for each year of credited service , not to exceed I00 
percent of their final-average salary . Final-average salary 
is the employee 's average salary over the 36 consecutive or 
joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who 
terminate with at least ]2 years of service and do not 
withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after 
age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of 
termination . The System also provides death and disability 
benefits . Benefits are established by state statute . 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial 
report that includes financial statements and required 
supp]ementary inform ation for the System . That report may be 
obtained by writing to the Louisiana A ssessor 's Retirement 
System , Post Office Box ]786, Shreveport , Louisiana 
7~]66-1786, or by calling (338)425-4446 . 

Fu Dj_i nq P o ~~~ff 
Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 7 .0 
percent of their annual covered salary and the St . Tammany 
Parish Assessor is required to contribute at an 
actuarially determined rate . The current rate is 5 .75 
percent of annual covered payroll . Contributions to the 
System also include one-fourth of one percent (one percent 
for Orleans Parish ) of the taxes shown to be collectible by 
the tax rolls of each parish , plus revenue sharing 
appropriated by the legislature . The contribution 
requirements of plan members and the St . Tammany Parish 
Assessor are established and may be amended by state statute 



 

ST . TAMM ANY PAR ISH AS SE ESOR 
Covington , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1999 

NOTE F - PENSION PLAN (CONTINUED) 

16 

A S provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11 :103, the employer 
contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are 
subject to change each year based on the results of the 
valuation for the prior fiscal year . The assessor's 
employer contributions to the System for the years ended 
December 31, 1999, 1998 and 1997, were $59,840, $45,942, 
and $41,308 respectively , and these amounts equaled the 
required contributions for those years . 

NOTE G - PO STEMPLOYM ENT HEA LTH CARE AND L IFE INSURAN CE BENEFITS 

The St . Tammany Parish Assessor provides certain continuing 
health care and life insurance benefits for retired 
employees . Substantially all of the assessor 's employees 
become eligible for these benefits if they reach normal 
retirement age while wogking for the assessor . These benefits 
for retirees and similar benefits for active e~ loyees are 
prov ided through an insurance company whose monthly premium s 
are paid jointly by the employee and by the assessor. The 
assessor recognizes the cost of providing these benefits 
(assessor's portion of premiums) as an expenditure when paid 
during the year . For 1999, the total cost of benefits paid by 
the assessor for all active employees and retirees was 
$149,847 and $21,990, respectively . 

N OTE H ~ LEA SES 

00eratin~ Lease 
Operating leases are all leases that do not meet the criteria 
of cap ital leases . The assessor 's office was the lessor 
under one lease for a vehicle . All required monthly lease 
pa~nents were made during the year . The minimum annual 
co~ nJtments under all noncancelable operating ]eases are as 
follows : 

Year Ended 

Decemb er 3] , 2000 

Total 

Am ount 

$7=4_80 



 

ST . TA~ MI~I~f PAR ISH A~SE SSOR  
Covington , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1999 

NOTE H - LEASES (CONT INUED) 

17 

Also, the assessor leased certain office space in addition to 
facilities provided by the Parish Council under an operating 
lease . The lease period is on a month-to-month basis . 

Office rent expenditure for the year ended December 31
, 1999 , 

totaled $10,800. 

There were no other operating or capital leases 

NOTE I - EXPEND ITURES OF THE A SSESSOR NOT INCLUD ED IN THE 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Lou isiana R .S . 33 :4713 requires the parish council to provide 
the assessor with all necessary office space , utilities, 
furniture equipment , supplies , and maps . During the year , the 
council provided office space, utilities and janitorial 
services on a limited basis . The value of these items are not 
refilected in the accompanying financial statements . 

The assessor has an office located in Covington and in 
Slidell in St . Tammany Parish . 

NOTE J - LIT IGAT ION 

There was no pending or threatened litigation against the 
assessor 's office at Decemb er 31 , 1999 , which would have a 
material adverse affect on the financial statements . 
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ST . TAMM ANY  PAR ISH A S SESSOR 
Covington , Louisiana 

Supplemental Information Schedule 
Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 

and 
Corrective Action Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 

For the Year Ended Decen~ber 31, 1999 

There were no prior or current year audit findings to report 

19 
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

333 I METAIRIE ROAD 
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REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORT ING BASED ON AN A~ )IT OF 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 
W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUD IT ING STAND A RD S 

Honorable Patricia Schwarz Core 
St . Tammany Parish Assessor 

A Component Unit of the 
St . Tammany Parish Council 

Cov ington , Lou isiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the 
St . Tammany Parish A ssessor , a component unit of the St . Tammany 
Parish Council , as of and for the year ended December 31 , 1999 , and 
have issued my report thereon dated June 13 , 2000 . I conducted my 
audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of 
the United States . 

Comp liance 
As a part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the 
St . Tammany Parish Assessor's general purpose financial statements 
are free of material misstatement, I perform ed tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations and 
contracts , noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
material effect on the determination of the financial statement 
amounts . However , providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of my audit, and accordingly, I do 
not express such an opinion . The results of my tests disclosed no 
instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditinm Standards 

Internal Control Over Financial Repor~  
In planning and performing my audSt, I considered the St . Tammany 
Parish Assessor 's internal control over financial reporting in 
order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing my opinion on the general purpose financial statements 



22 

and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting . My consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the 
internal control that might be material weaknesses . A material 
weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or 
more of the internal control components does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that; misstatements in amounts that 
would be material in relation to the general purpose financial 
statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a 
timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their 
assigned functions . I noted no matters involving the internal 
control over financial reporting and its operations that I consider 
to be material weaknesses . 

This report is intended solely for the use of management and the 
State of Louisiana Legislative Auditor and should not be used for 
any other purpose . This restriction is not intended to lim it the 
distribution of this report which, upon acceptance by the State of 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor, is a matter of public record . 

Keith J . Rovira 
Certified Public Accountant 

June 13 . 2000 


