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Independent Auditor's Report

L THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

INDIGIENT DEFENDLER BOARD

| Cameron, l.ouisiana

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Thirty-Fighth Judicial
Pristrict Indigent Defender Board, a component unit of Cameron Parish Police Jury,

as of PDecember 31, 1999, and for the year then ended, as listed in the table of

contents. These general purpose financial statements arc the responsibility of the
management of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, My
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements
based on my audit,

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and
Government Auditing Standards, 1ssued by the Compuroller General of the United
States. Those standards require that 1 plan and perform the audit 10 obtain rcasonable
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements arc frec of material
misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the
amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements.  An audit also
inciudes assessing the accounting principlcs used and significant cstimates made by
management, as wcll as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. |
believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion.

In my opinion, the general purposc financial statemenis referred to in the first
paragraph present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Thirty-
Izighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, as of December 31, 1999, and the
results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted
accounting principles.

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, 1 have also issued a report dated
May 30, 2000, on the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board’s
compbance with laws, regulations and contracts and my consideration of the agency’s
internal control over financial reporting. That report is an jntegral part of an audit
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in
conmjunction with this report 1n considering the results of my audit.

—
est Monroe, Louisiana
May 30, 2000
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Statemoent A

THIRTY-EIGIHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
INDIGENT DEFENDLIR BOARD
Cameron, Louisiana
GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND

Balance Sheet, December 31, 1999

ASSETS

Cash and equivalents $209.932

Receivables - court costs 10,534
TOTAL ASSETS $220.466

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY

Liabilitics - accounts payable $752

I'und cquity - fund balance - unreserved - undesignated 219,714
TOTAL LIABILITIHES AND FUND EQUITY $220,466

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statcment.



Statement B
THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD
Cameron, l.onisiana
GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPL - GENERAIL FUND

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and

Changes in Fund Balance
For the Year Ended Dcecember 31, 1999

REVENUES

Court costs on fines and forfeitures $93,328

Use of money and property - interes! earned 10,302
Total revenues 103,630

EXPENIITURES
Current - general government - judicial;

’ersonal services and related benefits - attorney salaries 113,528
Opcrating scrvices - accounting and auditing 4,301
Total expenditures 117,829
EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES (14,199)
FFUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 233,913
FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR $219,714

I'he accompanying notes are an infegral part of this statement.



THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD
Cameron, Louisiana

Notes to the Financial Statements
As of and for the Year Ended December 31, 1999

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The Thirty-Lighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is established in compliance with
[.ouisiana Reviscd Statutes 15:144-149 1o provide and compensate counsel appointed (o represent
indigents in criminal and guasi-criminal cases on the district court level. The judicial district ecncompasscs
the parish of Cameron, Louisiana. The indigent defender board is composed of three members who are
appointed by the district court. The board members serve without compensation.

A. REPORTING ENTITY

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Cameron
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Cameron Parish. The financial
reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for
which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c¢) other orgamzations for
which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are
such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be mislcading
or incomplete.

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 cstablished
criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Cameron
Parish Police Jury for financial reporiing purposcs. The basic criterion for including a
potential component unit within the reporting entity 1s financial accountability. The GASB
has sct forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria
includces:

1. Appointing a voting majorily of an organization's governing body, and:

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization
and/or;

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial
benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury.

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury.

6-
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THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD
Camceron, l.ouisiana

Notes to the Financial Statcments (Continued)

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would
be mislcading if data of the organization is not included because of the
naturc or significance of the relationship.

Board members are appointed by the district judge. However, the police jury is
ultimately responsibie for the fiscal operations of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District court
system, which includes thc Indigent Defender Board.  bPurther, because of this
relationship, the police jury's primary government financial statements would be
misleading without inclusion of the board's financial statements. Therefore, the indigent
defender board is considered a component unit of the parish reporting entity.

B. FUND ACCOUNTING

'The board uses funds and account groups to report on 1ts financial position and the
results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and
to aid financial management by segregating transactions related to certain governmental
functions or activitics.

A fund is a separate accounting cntity with a self-balancing sct of accounts that
comprises 1ls assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures.  An account
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability
for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term obligations) that
arc not recorded in the "funds” because they do not dirvectly affect ncet expendable availablc
financial resources. They are concerned only with the measurement of financial position,
not with the measurcment of resulis of operations.

I'unds are classified nto three categories; governmental, proprietary, and fiduciary.
Fach category, in turn, is divided into separate "fund typcs”. Governmental funds are
used to account for a government's general activitics, where the focus of attention is on
the providing of services to the public as opposcd to proprictary funds where the focus of
attention is on recovering the cost of providing service to the public or other agencics
through scrvice charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held
for others. The board's current operations require the use of only a governmental fund
(General Fund). The General Fund is the general operating fund of the indigent defender
board and accounts for all of 1ts financial resources.




THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD
Cameron, 1.onis1ana

Notes 10 the Financial Statecments (Continued)

C. GENERAIL FIXED ASSETS AND
[.ONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS

The mmdigent defender board has no fixed assets or long-term obligations at
December 31, 1999,

D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

The financial reporting treatment applied 1o a fund is determined by its
measurement focus.  All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial
resources measurement focus. With this mecasurement focus, only current asscts and
current liabilities generally arc included on the balance sheet. Opcerating statements for
these funds present increases (1.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases
(i.e., cxpenditures and other financing uses) in net current asscts.

The modified accrual basis of accounting 1s used for reporting all governmental and
fiduciary ftund types. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are
rccognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and
available). "Mecasurable” mecans the amount of the transaction can be determined and
"availablc" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thercafler to be
used to pay habilitics of the current period. The board uses the following practices in
rccognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures:

Revenuces

Court costs on fings and ftorfeitures imposcd by the district are
recorded m the year they are collected by the tax collector.

Interest income on interest bearing demand deposits 1s recorded at
the end of the month when credited by the bank. Interest income on fime
deposits 1s recorded when the tume deposits have matured and the iierest
1$ available.

Based on the above criteria, court costs on fines and forfeitures arc
trealed as susceptible to accrual.
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THIRTY-LIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD
Cameron, l.ouisiana

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued)

Expenditures

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual
basis of accounting when the related fund liability 1s incurred.

| DN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

Under slate law, the indigent defender board may deposit funds within a fiscal
agent bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state
in the union, or the laws of the United States. The board may invest in certificates and
time deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having
principal offices 1 Louisiana.

At December 31, 1999, the board has cash and cash equivalents (book balances)
totaling $209,932, as follows:

Demand deposits $49,932
Time deposits 160,000
Total $209.932

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law,
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, must be secured by federal deposit insurance
or the pledge of sccurities owned by the fiscal agent bank.

Cash and cash equivalents (bank balances) at December 31, 1999, are secured as

follows:
Bank balances $213,567
I‘ederal deposit insurance $153,567
Pledgced securitics (uncollateralized) 116,903

Total $270.470

Because the pledged securitics are held by a custodial bank 1n the name of the fiscal
agent bank rather than the name of the district, they are considered uncollateralized
(Catcgory 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, Louisiana
Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requircment on the custodial bank to advertise
and scll the pledged securitics within 10 days of being notified by the board that the fiscal
agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand.

Q.



THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
INDIGENT DEFENDIER BOARD
Camecron, Louisiana

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued)

| N VACATION AND SICK LEAVE
The indigent defender board has no employees; therefore, no vacation and sick
lcave policy 1s required.
2. INDIGENT DEFENDER ATTORNEY
As provided by Louisiana Statutes 15:145(b)(3), the indigent defender board entered into an
agreement with an atlorney to provide legal representation 1o indigenis in the Thirty-ighth Judicial
District. The agreement provides for a monthly salary of $4.166.67 provided funds are available 1o pay

this amount. If monthly court cost collections are not sufficient to pay the full salary amount, the contract

may be terminated. The maximum amount that the attorney will be paid during a year will not exceed
$50,000.

3. LITIGATION

At December 31, 1999, the indigent defender board is not involved in any [itigation nor is it aware
ol any unasscrted claims.

~-10-



Independent Auditor's Reports Required
by Government Auditing Standards

The following independent auditor's reports on compliance and internal control are presented in
compliance with the requirements of Government Auditing Standards, 1ssued by the Comptroller General
of the United States, and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, 1ssucd by the Society of l.ouisiana
Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana l.egislative Auditor.
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Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance
and Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD
Cameron, Louisiana

I have audited the gencral purposc financial statements of the Thirty-Idaghth Judicial
District Indigent Defender Board, a component unit of Cameron Parish Police Jury,
as of December 31, 1999, and for the year then ended, and have jssued my reporl
thercon dated May 30, 2000. 1 conducted my auditl in accordance with gencrally
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained
i Government Auditing Standards, 1ssued by the Comptroller Gencral of the United
States.

Compliance

As part of obtaining rcasonable assurance about whether the Thirty-Eighth Judicial
District Indigent Defender Board’s financial statemernts are free of materisal
misstatement, I performed tests of 11s compliance with certain provisions of laws,
regulations and contracts, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material
cifcct on the determination of financial amounts. Howcever, providing an opinion on
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly,
I do not express such an opinton. The results of my tests disclosed no instances of
noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing my audit, 1 considered the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District
Indigent Defender Board’s internal control over financial reporting in order to
determine my auditing proccdures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the
linancial statements and not 1o providc assurance on the internal control over financtal
reporting. My consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that
might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design
or opcration of one or morc of the internal control components does not reduce (0 a
relatively low level the risk that misstatements 1 amounts thal would be material n
relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within
a timely period by employecs in the normal course of performing their assigned
functions. I noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting
and its operation that I consider to be matcrial weaknesses.

-12-
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THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD
Camcron, L.omsiana

Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance

And Internal Control Over Financial Reporting, etc.
December 31, 1999

This report is intended for the information of members of the Thirty-Fighth Judicial District Indigent
Defender Board and i1s not intended 1o be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified
partics.

>

i
T
¢st Monfoe, 1.oulsiana
May 30, 2000

-1 3-
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Schedule 1
THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
INDIGENT DEFFENDER BOARD
Cameron, lL.ouisiana
Schedule of I'indings and Questioned Costs
For the Year Iinded December 31, 1999
SUMMARY OFK AUDIT RESULTS

. The auditor’s report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financial
stalements of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board.

2. No instances of noncompliance material to the financial statements of the Thirty-Lighth
Judicial District Indigent Defender Board were disclosed during the audit.

3. No reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statements are reported in the
Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting.

FINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AUDIT

Nonc

-14-
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‘Schedule 2
TINRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
INDIGENT DEFIENDIER BOARD
Camcron, l.ouisiana

Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings
I'or the Year Iinded December 31, 1999

There were no audit findings reported in the audit {or the year ended December 31, 1998,

-15-



