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W e have audi~ J the accompanying general-purpose financial statements of the Bern ice Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 
as of and for th e year ended Dec ember 31, 1998, as  listed in the table of contents. These general-purpose financial 
statements arethe responsibility ofth eBern ice Voluntec r Fire Department, lne.'s m anagement. Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these general-purpose finan cial statements based  on our audit. 

W e conducted  our audit in accordan ce with generally accepted auditing standards an d the standards applicable to 
finan cial audits contained  in Govern ment Auditing Standards, issued  by the Comptroller General of the United  States. 
Those stan dards require that we plan an d perform the audit to obtain reasonable as suran ce  about whether th e financial 
statements are ti'ec  of m aterial misstatement. An audit includes examining on a test bas is, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the finan cial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and 
significan t estimates m ade by management, as well as evaluating th e overall financial statement presentation. W e believe 
that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, th e general-purpose financial statements referred  to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the 
finan cial position of the Bernice Volunteer Fire De partment, Inc., as of Deee mber 31, 1998, and the results of its 
operations for the year then ended , in co nform ity with generally accepted  accounting principles. 

In accordance with Gove_rn_ment Auditing Standards, we have also issued  our report dated April 21, 1999, on our 
consideration of the Bernice Volunteer Fire De partm ent, Inc.'s internal co ntrol over finan cial reporting an d our tests of its 
co mplian ce with ec rtain provisions of laws, regulations, co ntracts and gran ts. 

M arcus, Robinson and Hassell 
April 21, 1999 



 



 



F1 llqD BALAN CE - BU DGET (G AAP BASIS'I AN D ACTUAL ALL GOVERN M ENTAl, H IND TYPES 

REVENUES 
Ambulance Fees 
Town of Bern ice Income 
Union Parish Police  Jury Inco me 
Interest Inco m e 
Dividends 
Donations & M emorials 

TOTAL R F.,.V_F.,..~  ~ 

EXPENDITURES. 
Current 

Volunteer Compensation 
Auto & Fuel 
Banquet 
Dues & Subscriptions 
Doctors & M edicine 
Equipment Rental 
Accounting 
M iscellan eous 
Office Supplies 
Repairs & M aintenance 
Telephone: 
Ambulan ce Supplies 
Station Supplies 

Capital Outlay 

FUND BALAN CE AT BEGINN IN G OF YEAR 

FUND BALAN CE AT EN D OF YEAR 

Budget 

7,000 
4,800 
5,000 
12,000 

0 
1,400 

5,438 
4,800 
5,832 
15,264 
1,200 
1.295 

30,200 33,829 

2,400 
2,000 
500 
85 
200 
0 

700 
500 
150 

2,500 
1,000 
500 
0 

500 

11,035 

19,165 

295.760 

314,925 

See Notes to Finan cial Statements 

4 

2,963 
1,588 
76 
85 
632 
182 
400 
5 

216 
6,374 
1,198 
187 

1,571 
0 

15,477 

18,352 

295.760 

314,112 

Varian ce  
Favorable 

OAnfavorabl~) 

(1,562) 
0 

832 
3,264 
1,200 

~ (105) 

3,629 

(563) 
412 
424 
0 

(432) 
082) 
300 
495 

(66) 
(3,874) 
(198) 
313 

(1,571) 
5o0 

(4,442~ 

(813) 

0 

~ (813) 



DECEM BER 31. 1998 

N O TE 1 - .ql 1M M ARY O F SIGN IFICAN T A CCOIIN TIN G POLICIES 

The Bernice Volunteer Fire Departm ent, Inc. W as incorporated on February 19, 1990, under the provisions of ILS. 
1950, Title 12, Chapter 2. The Bernice Volunteer Fire Departm ent, lne. operates as a non-profit corporation. The 
Bernice Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. Provides the following services as authorized by its chapter: (1) to prevent and 
suppress fire and prevent the conflagration of property, (2) to conduct educational and informational programs, (3) to 
provide am bulance service. 

F,_inancial Reuo_rting Entity_ - This report includes all funds and account groups which are Controlled  by or dependent on 
th e Bernice  Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 

Fund Accounting - The accoun ts of the Bernice Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. are organized on the basis of funds 
an d account gr oups, each of which is co nsidered a separate set of self-balancing accounts th at co mprise its 
expenditures, or expenses, as appropriate. Govern ment resources are allocated  to and acco un ted  for in individual 
funds based  upon the purpose for which they are to be spent an d the means by which spending activities are co ntrolled. 
The fun d is gr ouped  into one generic fund type an d one broad fund categories as follows: 

Governm ental Funds 

General Fund 
The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Bernice Volunteer Fire Departm ent, Inc. It is used to account 
for all financial resource s. 

Fixed  Assets ol3d_l.,ong-'J'erm Liabilitie~ - The acco unting an d reporting treatment applied to the fixed  assets an d long- 
term liabilities associated with a fund are deteru ained  by its measurement focus. All goverumental fun ds are acco unted  
for on a spending or "finan cial flow" measurement focus. This means that only current as sets and current liabilities are 

generally included on their balance sheets. Their reported fund balance (net current assets) is considered a measure of 
"available spendable resources." Governmental fun d operating statements present increases (revenues an d other 
finan cing sources) and decreases (expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they are 
said to present a summary of sources an d uses of available spendable resources during a period. 

Fixed assets used in goverrmacotal fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the general fixed 
assets account group, rather than in governmental funds. Public domain (infrastructure) general fixed assets consisting 
of ce rtain improvements other than  buildings, including roads, bridges, curbs and gutters, streets an d sidewalks, 
drainage systems, an d lighting systems, are capitalized along wi th other general fixed  assets. No depreciation has been 
provided on general fixed  assets. 

All fixed ass~  are valued at historical co st. Donated  fixed assets are valued  at their estimated  fair value on the date 
donated . 

Lun g-term  liabilities expee ted  to be financed from govern mental funds are accounted  for in the general long-term debt 
accoun t group, not in the governmental fun ds. 
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REPO RT ON CO M PI.IAN CE AN D ON IN TERN Al, CON TRO L N V I~'R 

STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITIN G ,qTANDARDR 

To the Board of Directors 
Bernice Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 
Bern ice , Louisiana 

W e have audited the finan cial statements of the Bern ice Volun teer Fire Department, Inc., as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated April 21, 1999. W e conducted  our audit in accordan ce 
with generally accepted an ditiug stan dards an d the standards applicable to financial audits co ntained  in Govern ment 
Auditing Stan dffr_~., issued  by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Complian ce 
As part of obtaining reas onable as suran ce about whether the Bernice  Volunteer Fire Departm ent

, Inc.'s finan cial 
statements are free of m aterial m isstatement, we performed  tests of its complian ce with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, eo ntracts an d gran ts, noncomplian ce  with which could have a direct an d material effec t on the determination 
of finan cial statem ents anaounts. However, providing an  opinion on complian ce with th ose provisions was not an  

objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances 
of nonco mpliance  that are required  to be reported  un der 

In plan ning an d perform ing our  audit, we considered  the Bern ice Voluntee r Fire Department, Inc.'s intern al co ntrol over 
financial reporting in order to determine our auditing proced ures for the purpose of expressing our  opinion on the 
financial statements and not to provide assur ance on the internal co ntrol over financial reporting. Our consideration of 
the intern al control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financia 
reporting th at might be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one 
or more of th e internal control components does not red uce to a relatively low level the risk th at m isstatements in 
amoun ts that would be material in relation to the finan cial statements being audited may occur an d not be detected  within 
a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned  functions. W e noted  no matters 
involving the internal control over finan cial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the information of man agement, the Board of Direc tors and the Legislative Auditor of 
Louisian a. However, this report is a matter of public record an d its distribution is not limited. 

c 

M arcus, Robinson and Hassel 
April 21, 1999 



 


