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June 15, 1999 

Independent Auditors' Report 

Associate: 
John E. Theriot II, CPA 

W e have audited the accom panying general purpose finaneial slatem enls of the City Judge, City Court of 
Oakdale and W ard 5 of Allen Parish, Louisiana (the Judge's Office) a component unit of the City of Oakdale, 
Louisiana as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose 
statem ents are the responsibility of the Judge's O ffi ce. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 
sta tem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted the audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the stan dards 
applicable to financial audits contained in G overnment Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the 
United States, Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
whether the general purpose finaneial statements ar e free of m aterial m isstatement. An audit includes exam ining, 
on a test basis, evidence supporting the anrounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An 
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well 
as evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that onr audit provides a reasonable basis for 
our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above presents fairly, in all m alerial 
respects, the financial position of the Judge's Offi ce of December 31, 1998, and the results of its operations for the 
year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principals. 

The Judge's O ffice has not presented the disclosures required by Governm ental Accounting Standards Board 
Technical Bulletin 98-1, Disclosures about Year 2000 Issues, as amended by Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board Technical Bulletin 99-1, that the Governnaental Accounting Standards Board has determ ined are necessary to 
supplcmcut, although not be a part of, the basic financial statem ents. In addition, we do not provide assurance that 
the Judge's O ffice is or w ill becom e year 2000 com pliant, that the Judge's Office's year 2000 rcm ed iation efforts 
will be successful in whole or part, or that parties with which the Judge's Office does business are or w ill become 
year 2000 com pliant. 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated June 15, 1999, on 
our consideration of tbe Judge's Office's intern al control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance 
with certain provisions of laws, regulations, coutracts and grants. 
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General Purpose Financial Statem ents 

(Combined Statements - Overview) 



As~ts 

CITY JUDGE 
CITY COU RT OF OAKDALE AN D 

W A RD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISIANA 
A Com ponent Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

Com bined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and A ccount Group 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Accounts receivable 

Fixed a~ets 

Total Assets 

Liabilities and Ftmd Fquity 

Liabilities 
Payroll taxes payable 

Accounts and note payable 

Due to others 
Advance costs 

Accru ed absences 

"lbtal Liabilities 

Fund lkluity 

Contribuled  capilal 

lnvestmcnt in general fixed 
assets 

Fund Balance 

Unreserved-undesignated 

Total Fund IN uity 

Govem m enlal Fund Tvne 

Gencral 

Fund 

$ 70,761 

Special 

Revenue 

Fiduciary 

Fu~xl Type 

Agency 

Fun d 

Account 

Group 

General Total 

Fixed (M emorandum 
Assets Only) 

$ 600 $ 3,863 $ $ 75,224 
36,585 36,585 

88,585 88,585 

$ 70,761 $ 37,185 $ 3,863 $ 88,585 $ 200,394 

$ 1,934 
340 

874 

$ $ $ $ 

37,185 923 

2,940 

$ 3,148 $ 37,185 $ 3,863 $ $ 

1,934 

340 

38,108 

2,940 

874 

44,196 

$ 2,672 $ $ $ $ 2,672 

88,585 88,585 

64,941 64,941 

67,613 88,585 56,198 

Total l,iabilities anti Fund tkluily $ 70,761 $ 37,185 $ 3,863 $ 88,585 $ 2(1(I,394 

'he accom panying nolcs arc an integra 

parl of lhc financial slalcm ents. 
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Revenues 

Court costs 

Other income 

Grant 

Total Revenues 

CITY JU DGE 
CITY COURT OF OA KDA LE AND 

W A RD 5 OF AIJ,EN PA RIS}t, LOUISIANA 
A Com ponent Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 
Com bined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and 

Changes in Fund Balance - All Govenunental Fund Types 
For the Tw elve M onths EndEd Decem ber 31, 1998 

Govern mental Fund Types Totals 

Expenditures 

General Govermnent 

Office expense 

Salaries, payroll taxes and  benefits 

Operating services 
ProfessiolN  fees 

Travel and sem inar 

Capital outlay 

Repairs and m aintenance 

Telephone  

Supplies 

lktuipmenl 

Indirect cost 

Total Expel~litures 

Excess of Reven ues Over Expenditures 

Fund B~alr.e, January I, 1997 

General 

$ 81,103 
38,164 

35,866 

155,133 

15,024 

69,887 

25,985 

22,095 

7,828 

6,812 

180 

1,216 

149,027 

6,106 

58,835 

Special 

Revenue 

226,007 

226,007 

89,736 

6,130 

69,656 

19,045 

7,112 

10,408 

23,920 

226.007 

Pui~l Balance. Deconibcr 31, 1998 $ 64,941 $ 

l'he accom pan ying notes are an integral 
part of the financial statem ents. 

(M emorand um 
Only) 

81,103 

38,164 

261,873 

381,140 

15,024 

159,623 

32,115 

91.751 

26,873 

6.812 

180 

1.216 

7,112 

10,40 8 

23,920 

375,034 

6,106 

58,835 

64 ,941 



 

CITY JU D GE 
CITY COURT OF OA KD ALE AN D 

W ARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH , LOUISIAN A 
A Com ponan l Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

N otes to the Finan cial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

Note 1 - Sum m ary of Significant Accounting Policies 

The City Judge, City Court of Oakdale an d W ard 5 of Allen Parish, Louisiana a com ponent unit of 
the City of Oakdale, Louisiana, was established by Louisiana Revised Stature 13:2485. Its territorial 

jurisdiction extends throughout W ard 5 of Allen Parish in which the City of Oakdale is located. The 
Judge's Office is composed of a city judge (elected), a ward marshal (elected) an d a city clerk (appointed 
by the city judge). The city judge in all criminal matters including traffic violations assesses Court costs. 
These costs are utilized in operation of the Judge's Office. Costs are deposited into separate special 

accounts for the ward marshal an d the city judge. 

The Allen Parish Child and Family Services Plan (the Plan) is a collaborative effort of individuals 
and agencies in Allen Parish and adjacent parishes that deliver services in Allen Parish. Oakdale City Court 
serv es as fiscal agent for the agencies rendering serv ices. These agencies include, but are not lim ited to: 
A llen M ental H ealth, O ffice of Com m unity Serv ices, F.I.N .S., Allen Outreach, O ffice of Probation and 
Parole of the D epartm ent of Corrections, Office of Probation an d Parole, E.T.C. from  Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, the A llen Parish D istrict Attorney's Offi ce and his coordinator for Substance Abuse, the A llen 
Parish Offi ce of Public H ealth and the Oakdale City Court. The Allen Par ish Child and Fam ily Services 
board (the Board), a non-profit organization, acts as an oversight agency to monitor and coordinate the 
services to be delivered. A n adm inistrator em ployed by the Board is responsible for the m onitoring 

process. 

The purpose of the Plan is to address the m ost crucial areas of need in Allen Parish. The five areas 

the Plan will concentrate on are: Public health; Juvenile justice; Recreation progrmns for children; 
Parenting Skills mid In-hom e crisis intervention. Th e goal of the Plan is to im prove the standard of living 
in Allen Parish through stabilizing the fam ily, protecting the children and educating and training parents in 
proper parenting strategies. The individuals and agencies participating in the Plan adm inister progrmns to 
accomplish this goal. 

The Plan is accounted for in the financial statem ents of the Judge's Office as a Special Revenue Fund 
as further discussed in Note B - Fund Accounting. 

The aceom par~ying statem ents of the City Judge, City Court of O akdale and W ard 5 of Allen Parish 

Louisiana (Judge's Office) have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles 
(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governm ental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the 
accepted standard-setting body for establishing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

The following is a sum m ary of certain significant accounting policies and practices of the Judge's 
O ffice. 



 

CITY JUD GE 
CITY COU RT OF OAKDALE AND 

W ARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISIAN A 
A Com ponent Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
D ecem ber 31, 1998 

N ote 1 - Sum m ary of Significant Accounting Policies, Continued 

A. Financial Reporting Entity 

For financial reporting purposes the Judge's O ffi ce is a com ponent unit of the City of Oakdale, 

Louisiana (the City), the governing body of the City. The accompan ying financial statements present 
infonnation only on the funds and account groups m aintained by the Judge's O ffi ce and do not present 
information on the City and the governm ental services provided by it. 

B. Fund Accounting 

The Judge's O ffice uses funds and account gr oups to report on the financial position and results of 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal compliance an d to aid financial m anagem ent 
by segregating tran sactions relating to certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. In this finan cial 
statem ent, funds are classified into tw o categories: governm ental and fiduciary. Each category, in turn, is 
divided into separate "fund types". The fund classifications and a description of the existing fund type 
follow : 

Governm ental funds are used to aecotm t for all or most of a govern m ent's general activities, 

including the collection an d disbursement of earmarked monies (Special Revenue Funds). The general 
fund is used to account for all activities of the general governm ent not accounted for in som e other fund. 

Fiduciary funds ar e used to account for assets held on behalf of outside parties, including other 
govern m ents, or on behalf of other funds w ithin the govem m ent. The fiduciary fund used by the Judge's 
O ffice consists of three agency funds: Fines and Restitution, Civil Fee Fund, Cash Bond Fund. A gency 
funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of 
operation. 

An account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets 
an d liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. An account group is concerned only with the m easurem ent of financial position and is 
not involved w ith m easurem ent of results of operations. The only account group presently used by the 
Judge's O ffice is that for general fixed assets. 

C. Basis of Accounting 
All governm ental funds and agency funds are accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of 

accoan ting. Their revenues are recognized when they becom e m easurable and available as net current 
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CITY JU D GE 
CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AN D 

W A RD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISIANA 
A Com ponent U nit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
D ecem ber 31, 1998 

N ote 1 - Sununary of Signitican t Accounting Policies, Continued 

assets. Penalties, fines, and m iscellaneous revenues are recorded when received in cash because they are 
generally not m easurable until actually received. Intergovem m ental revenue and interest incom e is accrued 
w hen their receipt occurs soon enough after the end of the accounting period so as to be both m easurable 
and available. Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting when 
the related fund liability is incurred. An exception to this general rule is principal and interest on general 
long-tem ~ debt which is recognized when due. 

D . Budgets 

The Judge's O ffice does not adopt a budget for any of its funds, except its Special Revenue Fund, 
and is not required to by state law . The Plan  prepares an armual budget on the grantor's fiscal year, which 
is September through August. Since the adopted budget is on a fiscal year different from  the year reported , 

no budget/actual com parison is presented in this report. 

E. Fixed Assets 

In the Special Revenue Fund, all expenditures presented as equipm ent in the Statem ent of Revenues, 
Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance are for expendable equipm ent an d are not accounted for as 
general fixed assets. 

F. Total Column on Com bined Statements - Overview 

The total colum n on the com bined statem ents - overview is captioned "M em orandum Only" to 
indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this colum n does not present 
financial position, results of operations or changes in finan cial position in conform ity w ith generally 
accepted accounting principles. N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. Intcrfund elim inations 
have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

G. Advance Cost 

Advance cost represents m oney received in connection with civil suits. The plaintiff of each civil 
suit is required to m ake an advan ce paym ent to cover the cost incurred by the court in processing lhe suit. 
These cash advan ces rem ain in the advance cost acco unt until they are earned by the court

, at which tim e 
they are disbulsed to the proper entities, or until the case has been dism issed and the rem aining am ount is 
refunded. 



 

CITY JU D GE 
CITY CO URT OF OAKD ALE A ND 

W ARD 5 OF A LLEN PARISH , LOUISIAN A 
A Component Unit of the City of Oakda/e, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

Note 1 - Sum m ary of Significant Accounting Policies, Continued 

H . Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits and cash equivalents include investm ents w ith a m aturity 
date of 91 days or less. 

L Encumbrances 

The Judge's O ffi ce does not use encum brance accounting or repolaing. 

Note 2 - Judge's Office Operation 

Court costs are assessed by the City Judge in both crim inal and civil cases under the authority of 
Louisiana Revised Statures 13:1891 and 13:1899. Costs collected in criminal cases (including traffic 
violations) are used to pay the operational expenses of the Judge's Office. The Judge receives no fees in 
crim inal m atters, including peace bonds. Court costs collected in civil cases are paid to the City Judge

, the 
City M arshal and other agencies. 

The City of O akdale and the Police Jury of Allen Parish pay salary  paym ents directly to the city 
Judge and the city Court Clerk. The Judge's O ffi ce supplem ents the City Court Clerk's salary

. The 
Judge's Office is provided offi ce space by the City of Oakdale without charge. 

The Allen Parish Child and Fanrily Serviees Plan receives its funding from  the State of Louisiana
, 

Department of Social Services, Office of Community Services (OCS). The Plan operates using the 
agencies involved to run its various program s. Each program subm its a summ ary  of m onthly expenditures 
to the Judge's O ffice for reim bursem ent. The Judge's Office consolidates the sum mary  and subm its it to 
O CS for paym ent. W hen the Judge's O ffice receives paym ent the program s are reimbursed

. The Judge's 
O ffice receives the adm inistrative portion of the grant as fiscal agent to defray costs of the audit and other 
gcneral adm inistrative costs. Funding for the Plan is contingent on OCS receiving funding from the U .S. 
Departm ent of Health and Hum an Services. 



 

CITY JU D GE 
CITY COU RT OF OAKD ALE AN D 

W ARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOU ISIANA 
A Com ponent Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
D ecember 31, 1998 

N ote 3 - Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Under state law , the Judge's Offi ce m ay deposit funds w ithin a fiscal agent bank organized under the 
law s of the State of Louisian a, the laws of any other state in the Union, or the law s of the United States. 
The Judge's O ffi ce m ay invest in United  States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates and tim e deposits of 
state banks organized under Louisiana Law and national ban ks having principal offi ces in Louisiana. 

At December 31, 1998, the Judge's Offi ce had cash and cash equivalents totaling $75,224 as follows: 

Dem and deposits 
Certificate of deposit 

Total 

Federal deposit insurance 

N ote 4 - Changes in G eneral Fixed A ssets 

The changes in gan eral fixed assets follow s 

M achinery and equiprr~,'nt 

Furniture an d fixtures 

$ 71,224 
_  4,000 

$75.224 

_~206,330 

Balance B,alan ce 

Jan uary 1, 1997 Additions Deductions Dexzemlxx 31, 1998 

$ 75,936 
7,754 

$ 4,895 $ 80,831 
7,754 

$ 83,690 $ 4,895 $ 88,585 
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CITY JUDGE 
CITY COU RT OF OAKD ALE AN D 

W ARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH , LOUISIAN A 
A Com ponent U nit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
D ecember 31, 1998 

N ote 5 - Relirem ent Com m itm ents 

Louisiana State Employees' Retirement System 

O n behalf of the Judge, the Judge's O ffi ce contributes to the Louisiana State Em ployees Retirem ent 

System (the system), a cost sharing multiple-employer, public employee retirement system (PERS), 
controlled and adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. All state employees except certain classes 
excluded by stature becom e m embers of the System  as a condition of em ploym ent unless they elect to 
continue as a contributing m em ber in any other retirem ent system  for which they are eligible for 
m em bership. Elected officials and offi cials appointed by the governor m ay, at their option, becom e 
m em bers of the system . 

The system  also provides retirem ent, death and disability benefits to plan m em bers and beneficiaries. 
Benefits are established by state stature. The Louisiana State Em ployees Retirem ent System  issues a 
publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents an d required supplem entary 
inform ation. That report m ay be obtained by w riting to Louisiana State Employees Retirem ent System , 

P.O. Box 44213, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4213 or by calling (800) 256-3000. 

Covered em ployees m'e required by state statute to contribute 11.5 percent of their salary to the plata. 
The Judge's O ffice is required by the sam e statute to contribute 11.9 percent. The Judge's Office's 
contributions to the system for the years ended December 31, 1998, 1997 and 1996 were $1,404, $1,472 
and $1,078, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

M unicipal Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana 

O n behalf of all eligible em ployees, other than the Judge, the Judge's O ffi ce contributes to the 

M unicipal Employees Retirement System (the System), a cost sharing multiple-employer, public 
retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. The system is 
composed of two district plans (Plan A and Plan B). Employees are members of Plan B. 

The System  also provides retirem ent, death and disability benefits to plan m embers and beneficiaries. 
Benefits are established by state stature. The M unicipal Em ployees Retirem en t System issues a publicly 
available financial report that includes financial statem ents and required supplem entary inform ation. That 
report may be obtained by writing to M unicipal Em ployees Retirem ent System , 7937 Office Park Blvd., 

Baton Rouge, LA 70809 or by calling (504) 925-4810. 
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CITY JUDGE 
CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AND 

W ARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH , LOU ISIAN A 
A Component Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
D ecem ber 31, 1998 

N ote 5 - Retirem ent Com m itm ents, Continued 

Covered em ployees are required by state statute to contribute 4 percent of their salary to the plan. The 
Judge's O ffice is required by the sam e statute to contribute 3 percent. In addition, contributions to the 
System include ~ of one percent of the taxes shown to be collected by the sheriff of each respective palish, 
except Orleans Parish. The Judge's O ffice's contributions to the system for the years ended D ecem ber 31, 
1998, 1997 and 1996 were $1,001, $1,473 and $1,369, respectively, equal to the required contributions for 
each year. 

N ote 6 - Risk M anagem ent 

The Judge's O ffice is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts, dam age to, tiler of and 

destruction of assets; errors and omissions, injuries to employees and the public; and natural disasters. The 
Judge's Office is covered by the City of O akdale's comm ercial insurance, including w orkers' 
com pensation and em ployee health and accident insurance. N o claim s from these risks have exceeded 
com m ercial insurance coverage in any of the past three years. 



 

CITY JUDGE 
CITY COU RT OF OAKDALE AN D 

W A ILD 5 OF A LLEN PA RISI I, LOUISIANA 
A Com ponent Unit of tile City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
D ecem ber 3 l, 1998 

N ote 7 - Changes in Agency Fund Assets and Liabilities 

Civil Fee Fund 

Assets 

Cash 

Liabilities 

Advanced Costs 

Cash Bond Fund 

Ay, sels 

Cash 

Liabilities 

Due 1o others 

Fines and Restitution Fund 

As se ls 

Cash 

Liabilities 

Due to others 

Balance 

Jan uary 1, 

1997 Additions Deductions 

Balance 

l~ cember 31, 

1998 

$ 2,972 $ 32,007 $ 32,039 $ 2,940 

$ 2,972 $ 32,007 $ 32,039 $ 2,940 

$ 1,697 $ 3,273 $ 4,075 $ 895 

$ 1,697 

$ 71 

$ 3,273 

$ 186,517 

$ 4,075 

$ 186,560 $ 28 

$ 71 $ 186,517 $ 186,560 $ 28 
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Report on C om pliance and on Internal Control 
O ver Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of the G eneral 
Purpose Financial Statem ents Perform ed in A ccordance W ith 

Governm ent A uditing Stamlards 

Perrcll Fuselier, City Judge 
City Court of O akdale, l.ouisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the City Judge, City Court of Oakdalc and 

W ard 5 of Allen Parish, Louisiana, (the Judge's Of lice) a component unit of the City of Oakdalc, Louisiana 
as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon daled June 15, 1999. 
W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards, and the stan dards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller 
G eneral of the U nited Stales. 

As part of obtaining reasonable assuran ce about whether the Judge's Office's general purpose 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain 
provisions of laws, regula(ions, contracts and gran ts, noncom pliance with which could have a direct and 
m aterial effect on the determination of financial am ounts, tlowever, providing an opinion on com pliance 

with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion. ]'he results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported 
under Govermnent Auditing Standards'. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reoortin~ 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the Judge's Office's, internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an  opinion 
on the general purpose financial stalcm enls and not to provide assurance on the internal control over 
financial reporting, llowevcr, w e noted certain m atters involving the intenaal control over financial 
repolaiag and its operations that we consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve 
m atters confing to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal 
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Perrell Fuselier, City Judge 
City Court of Oakdale, Louisiana 

control over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Judge's Offi ce's ability to 
record, process, sum m arize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of m an agem ent in the 
general purpose financial statem ents. A m aterial w eakness is a condition in which the design or operation 
of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m ateri',d in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents 
being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of 
perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the intern al control over linancial 
reporting and its operations that we consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the Judge, m an agem ent and others w ithin the 
organization and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
1 lowever, this report is a m atter of public record. 
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