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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS” REPORT

District Attorney of the
Thirty-Fifth Judicial District

Siate of l.ouisiana

Parish of Girant

We have audited the accompanying component unit {inancial statements of the Iistrict
Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, as
listed in the table of contents. Thesc financial statements are the responsibility of the District
Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District management. Our responsibilily 1s {o express an
opinion on these {inancial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and
Government Auditing Standards, issucd by the Comptroller General of the United States. Thosc
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether
the financial statements are {rec of material misstatement. An audit included cxamining, on a test
basis, cvidence supporting the amounts and disclosurces in the financial statcments. An audit also
includes asscssing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We belicve that our audit provides
a rcasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, the component unit {inancial statements referred 1o above present fairly, in
all material respects, the financial position of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Iifth Judicial
District at December 31, 1998, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity
with generally aceeptled accounting principles.

In accordance with Governmental Auditing Standards, we have also 1ssued our report dated
June 30 1999, on our consideration of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District’s
internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of
laws, regulations, contracts and grants.

Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-purposc
financial statcments of the District Attorney of the Thirty-1'ifth Judicial District. The
accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards is presented for purposes of additional
analysis as required by U. S. Office of Management and Budgct Circular A-133, Audits of

1




States, 1.ocal Governments, and Non-Profil Organizations, and is not a required part of the
gencral-purposc financial statements. Also, the supplemental schedules listed in the table of
contents arc presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the
ocncral-purposc financial statecments. Such information has been subjected to the auditing
procedures applied in the audit of the general-purpose {inancial statcments and, in our opimion, is
fairly stated in all material respects, in relation to the gencral-purpose financial statements taken

as a whole. y
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DISTRICT ATTORNLY OF TIE THIRTY-FITTH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT
STATE OF LLOUISIANA
Parish of Grant
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP

NOTES TO FINANCIAIL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1998

NOTLE 1 - SUMMARY QI SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICILES

As provided by Article V, Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the District
Attorncy has charge of cvery criminal prosccution by the state 1 his district, 1s the representative
of the state before the grand jury in his district, and is the Iegal advisor to the grand jury. llc
performs other dutics as provided by law. The District Attorney 1s clected by the qualificd

clectors of the judicial district for a term of six ycars. The Thirty-Iifth Judicial District
cncompasses the parish of Grant.

In April of 1984, the Financial Accounting IFoundation established the Governmental
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) to promulgate generally accepted accounting principles
and reporting standards with respect to activities and transactions of state and local government.
The GASI had issued a codification of governmental accounting and financial reporting
standards (Junc, 1992). This codification and subscquent GASI3 pronouncements arc recognivzed
as generally accepted accounting principles for state and local government. The accompanying
financial statements have been prepared in accordance with such principles.

I'or financial reporting purposcs, in conformance with GASB Codification Section 2100,
the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District is a part of the district court system of
the State of Louisiana. However, the state statutes that create the District atlorneys also give the
District Attorneys control over all their operations. This includes the hiring of employces,
authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits and the receipt and disbursement of funds.
The District Attorney is financially independent and operates autonomously from the State of
I.ouisiana and independently from the district court system. In accordance with GASH

Statement 14, the District Attorney of the Thirly-¥ifth Judicial District is a component umt of the
Grant Parish Police Jury.

A. FUND ACCOUNTING

The accounts of the District Atlorney are organized on the basis of funds and an account
group, cach of which is considered a scparate accounting entity. The operations of each fund arc
accounted for with a scparate sct of self-balancing accounts that comprises its assets, liabilitics,
fund equity, revenues and expenditures. Revenucs arc accounted for in these ndividual junds

6



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THLE TINRTY-FIFTI]
JUDICIAIL DISTRICT
STATE Ol LOUISIANA
Parish of Grant
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP

NOTES TO IFINANCIAL STATEMIENTS
DIECEMBLER 31, 1998

NOTI. 1 - SUMMARY Q) SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued)

bascd upon the purposc for which they arc to be spent and the means by which spending
activilics arc controlled. The funds presented 1n the financial stalements are described as
follows:

CGeneral Fund (District Atlorney’s lixpense)

The General Fund was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutc
15:571.11, which provides that 12 percent of the fines collected and bonds forfcited be
transmiticd to the District Attorney 1o defray the necessary expenscs of his office. In addition, a
$10 court cost {ee is designated for the District Attorney.

Special Revenue Fund (Title 1V-13)

The special revenue fund consists of grants of federal and state funds from the Louisiana
Department of Health and Human Resources, authorized by Act 117 of 1975 10 cstablish family
and child support programs compatible with Titlc IV-D of the Social Sccurity Act. The purposc
of the Tund is 1o enforce the support obligation owed by absent parents to their family and
children, 1o locate absent parents, 1o establish paternity, and 1o obtain family and child support.
All monies received by the fund are reimbursements of expenditures made by other funds and
arc, therefore, transfcrred to the expending funds leaving a zero {fund balance.

Check Collections - Special Revenue J‘und

The Check Collections Fund is derived {rom a collection {ee for collecting and processing
a check, draft, or order for the payment of money upon any band or other depository, if the
check, draft, or order for payment of money on any bank or depositor has been issucd in a
manncr which makes the 1ssuance an offense under R.S. 14:71. These funds may be utilized for
expenses incurred by this office, except for personal benefit of the District Attorney.



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OJ TT11E THIRTY-FIFTI}
JUDICIATL. DISTRICT
STATI: OF LOUISIANA
Parish of Grant
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROLUIP

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1998

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIIICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES {Continued)

Crime Victim Assistance 1¥und

The Victim Assistance Special Revenuc FFund is to account for revenue from the state and
expenditures to assist victims and their familics through the criminal justice process and 1o
facilitate the delivery of victims’ services and rights as provided by law.

Drug Arrest Yorlfciture - Agency Fund

] .ouisiana Revised Statute Title 40 Chapter 26 “Scizure and Controlled Dangcerous
Substances Property obtained under the provisions of the above chapter. The District Attorney
may; 1) retain property for official use or transfer the custody to any local, statc or {ederal
apgency; 2) destroy or use for investigative purposes, any illegal or controlled substances or other
contraband, upon written approval, after not less than twenty days after scizure; and 3} authorize
a public salc without appraisal of that which is not required by law to be destroyed and which is
not harmful to the public.

Property is distributed by court order {irst to satisfy any sccurity interest or lien; sccond,
to reimburse expenscs of seizure; and, the balance shall be allocated as follows:

60% to law cnforcement agency(s) making the scizure;
20% 10 the criminal court {und;
20% 1o District Attorney’s twelve pereent fund.

These proceeds arc 10 be used to further enhance drug law enforcement.
Ageney Tunds don’t include revenues and expenditures for general operations, A drug

assct forfeiture bank account was opened in 1998 and funds werce forfeited to the district atlorney
during 1998 totaling $2840.



DISTRICT ATTORNLY OF THE THIRTY-FII'T11
TUDICIAL DISTRICT
STATE OF LOUISIANA
Parish of Grant
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMEN'TS
DICEMBER 31, 1998

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continucd)

3. FIXED ASSETS AND LONG-T1:RM LIABILITIES

Thosc fixed assets purchascd with reimbursed funds from the IV-D Program vest in the
Statc upon acquisition. All other {ixced assets purchased by the District Attorney’s office arc
owncd by the Grant Parish Police Jury. This note is {for informational purposes only as the asscts
arc not owned by the District Attorney’s office.

The account group 1s not a “fund”. It 1s concerncd only with the mcasurcment of
financial position and is not involved with mecasurement of resulis of operations.

There were no long-term liabilities at December 31, 1998.

C. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

Basis of accounting refers (o when revenue and cxpenditures are recognized 1n the
accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the
mecasurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applicd.

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District’s records are maintained on a
cash basis of accounting. Howecevcer, the funds reported in the accompanying financial statements
have been converted 1o a modified accrual basis 1s accounting utilizing the following practices in
rccording rcvenues and expenditurces:

Revenuces

Commissions on fines and bond forfeitures are recorded 1 the year they arc collected by
the parish tax collcetors.

Grants are recorded when the District Attorney of the Thirty-141{th Judicial 1 hstrict is
cntiticd to the funds.




DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THIE THIRTY-FII'TH
JUDICIAIL DISTRICT
STATE OF LOUISIANA
Parish of Grant
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1998

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continucd)

Interest carned on investments 1s recorded when the investment has maturced and the
income i1f available.

Substantially all other revenues arc recorded when received.

Lixpenditures

Fxpenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting
when the related fund Liability 1s incurred.

Other Jinancing Sources/Uses

I'ransicrs between funds that are not expecled to be repaid (and any other financing
sourcc/use) arc accounted for as other financing sources/uscs.

D. BUDGETARY PRACTICES
The District Attorney utilizes the following budgetary practices:

Per Louisiana R.S. 39:1303(15), the District Attorncy’s oflice is not required 1o prepare an
annual budgct for a fund unless expected fund expenditures exceed $250,000, therefore, no
budgct was prepared for the year ended December 31, 1998 and, accordingly, no budgctary
comparison was madc in the financial statements.,

I:. CASLH], SAVINGS AND CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT

Under state law the District Atftorney may deposit {unds within a fiscal agent bank
organized under the laws of the State of 1.ouisiana, any other statc in the union, or under the laws
of the United States. J'urther, the District Atlorney may invest in United States bonds, treasury
noles, or certificates, time deposits of stale banks organized under louisiana Jaw and national

banks having principal offices in Louisiana, or any other federally insured investment.
10



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-FIFITH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT
STATE OF LOUISIANA
Parish of Grant
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBIR 31, 1998

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES {(Continued)

As reflected on the accompanying balance sheet, the District Attorney had cash in banks
and savings accounts totaling $94,784 at Dccember 31, 1998. These deposits must be insured
under state law by federal deposit insurance or the ledge of sceuritics owned by the fiscal agency
bank. The market valuc of the pledged sceurities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all
times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agency. The deposits at December 31, 1998
were secured, 1n {ull, by I'ederal Deposit Insurance.

. ENCUMBRANCLS

Basced on size of accounts and methods usced for payment, ecncumbrance accounting 1s not
uscd.

G. VACATION AND SICK 1LEAVIE

Frach full time employee shall be entitled to annual leave with pay and shall, after onc
month of employment, accruc lcave in the following manner:

D) Ist three year 10 days
2) 41h through 10th year 12 days
3) 11th through 15th year 15 days
4) Over 15 years 18 days

Imployees may accumulate and carry {forward no more than 20 days of annual lcave.
Annual Icave may be taken as earned. Sick leave shall be credited to a pecrmanent full time
cmployce at the rate of | day for cach month of continuous employment. Sick leave may be
accumulated to a maxunum of 90 days.

The cost of current leave privileges, computed in accordance with GASIB Codification
Scction CO60 is recognized as a current-ycar expenditure 1in the General FFund when Jeave 18
actually taken. The cost of Icave privileges not requiring current resources is recorded in the

11
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-FII'TH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT
STATE OI' LOUISIANA
Parish of Grant
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMLENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1998

NOTI: 1 - SUMMARY Ol SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued)

general long-term obligations account group.

Accumulated absences were not acerued in thesc financial statements as such amounts
wcere immalterial at December 31, 1998.

H. TOTAL COLUMNS ON STATEMENTS - OVIEERVIEW

The total columns on the statcments - overview, arc captioned “Memorandum Only” to
indicate that they arc presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not
present financial positions or results of operations, in conformity with generally accepted
accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable 1o a consolidation.

NOTE 2 - RETIREMENT PILANS

The District Attorney and Assistant District Atlorncys arc members ol the District
Attorney’s Retirement System. The administrative staff of the District Attorney’s office arc
members of the Parochial imployees Retirement System of lLouisiana. Other than the annual
contributions required by cach system and recorded as expenditures annually, {from the Parish
general fund, the District Attorney’s office docs not guaranice any ol the benelits granted by the
above retirement systems.

Retirement expenditures related 1o employees of the District Attorney’s office are
remitted from the General Fund to the Grant Parish Police Jury and the Criminal Court Fund of

the Thirty-}ifth Judicial District.

NOTI1 3 - ITTIOATION AND CILLAIMS

As of Dceember 31, 1998, no suits were pending against atlorneys in the office for alleged
wrongful acts in the conduct of their duties as prosccutors.

12



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TIHRTY-EINT]]
JUDICIAL DISTRICT
STATE OF 1LOUISIANA
Parish of Grant
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP

NOTLES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1998

NOTI 4 - EXPENSES OQ)F THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY NO INCLUDID IN 11
FINANCIAL STATIEMENTS

The accompanying financial statements do not include certain expenses of the District
Attorney paid out of the criminal court funds, the Parish Police Jury, or directly by the btate.
Thosc expenses are summarized as follows:

The Grant Parish Criminal Courts fund the District Attorney’s office annually 1n its
General Fund Budget. The District Attorney agrees 1o reimburse the Police Jury varying
amounts cach yecar based on the requirements of the office and funding Icvel authorized by the
Police Jury. The reimbursements arce budgeted for and made from the accounts reported on in this
report.

The District Attorney and his assistants reccive a portion of their salarics for the State
Division of Administration. The Parish subsidizes the balance of the attorncys’ salarics in the
annual parish budget.

NOTE 5 -1V-D REIMBURSEMIINT GRANT

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District participates in the United States
Department of Health and Human Services Child Support Enforcement, Title 1V-1) Program.
Catalog of 1'ederal Domestic Assistance Number 13,783, The program is funded by indircct
federal assistance payments and direct state assistance payments reccived from the J.ouisiana
Departiment of Health and 1luman Resources.

The reimbursement payments are restricted by a formal agrecement between the District
Attorney and Department of Social Services and includes a budget of expected cxpenditures of

cach fiscal ycar ending Junc 30. The District Attorney submits reimbursement requests to the
Department of Social Scerviees on a monthly basis.

There are no restrictions on how incentive payments may be expended, except as may be
requircd by state law for any other funds of the District Attorney. However, these payments, as
well as the reimbursement payments, may be subjected to further review and audit by the federal
grantor agency. No provision has been madce in the financial statements for the reimbursement of
any cxpenditures that may be disallowed as a result of such a review or audit.

13



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-FIIFF111]
JUDICIAL DISTRICT
STATE OI' LOUISIANA

Parish of Grant
ALl FUND TYPIES AND ACCOUNYT GROUP

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBIIR 31, 1998

The following is a summary of program cash reccipts and disbursements during the fiscal
ycar and a reconciliation of program cash receipts to revenucs as reported in the financial
statements for the year ended December 31, 1998,

Title 1V-1) Program Activity:
Cash rcceipts $102.144
Cash disbursed $102,144
Reconciliation of program cash rcceipts to revenucs

Cash receipts listed above $102.144
Adjustments:
Add accounts reccivable, end of year $24,640
Deduct accounts receivable, beginning of year  $(14.837)
9,803
Total 1V-1) revenucs $111.947

NOTE 6 - SUBSEQUENT LEVENTS

No material cvent affecting this office has occurred between the closc of the fiscal period
and datc of this financial statement.

NOTLE 7 - COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES

The District Attorney’s office participated in the grants as disclosed in the Scheduice of
J'ederal Financial Assistance. ‘These grants are subject to program compliance audits by the
prantor. Certain compliance audits of prior ycars have been conducted, during which no
instances of noncompliance were cited.

NOTE 8 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLES AND PAYABLES

1ixpenditures of the funds are reimbursed by other funds and create intcrfund reecivables
and payables. The receivables and payables are short-term as repayment is cxpected m the
following ycar. 14
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Certified Public Accountant

102 East Oak Street ¢ P. O. Box 96
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REPOR]T COMPLIANCIEE AND ON INTERNAIL CONTROI. OVER FINANCIAL
RIPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OIF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITIT GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

District Attorney of the
Thirty-Fifth Judicial District

State of 1.ouisiana

Parish of Grant

We have audited the financial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth
Judicial District, as of for the ycar ended December 31, 1998, and have issued our report thercon
dated December 31, 1998, We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted
auditing standards applicable to {financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards,
issucd by the Comptrolier of the United States.

Compliance

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District Attorney of Thirty-
I‘ifth Judicial Distriet’s financial statements arc frec of material misstatement, we performed tests
of its compliance with ccrtain provisions of laws, regulations contracts and grants,
noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of
financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those
provisions was not an objective of our audit and accordingly, we do not express such an opinton,
The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported
under Government Auditing Standards.

Internal Control Over FFinancial Reporting

In planming and performing our audit, we considered the District Attorney of the Thirty-
I'ifth Judicial District’s internal control over financial reporting in order to determing our
auditing proccedurcs for the purposc of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not
o provide assurance on the mternal control over financial reporting. However, we noted certain
maticrs involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider
o be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our atiention
rclating to significant deficiencics in the design or operation of the internal control over financial
reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the District Attorney of the Thirty-}ifth
Judicial District’s ability to record, process, summarize and report financial data consistent with
the assertions of management in the financial statcments. Reportable conditions are described in
the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as itecms 97-1.

15




A matcrial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or morc of the
intcrnal control components docs not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatcments
in amounts that would be material in rclation to the financial statements being audited may occur
and not be detected within a timely period by employcees in the normal course of performing their
assigned functions. Qur consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not
nceessarily disclose all matiers in the internal control that might be reportable conditions and,
accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to
be material weaknesses. 1lowever, we believe none of the reportable conditions described above
is a material weakness.

This report is intended for the information of managements, the District Attorney of the
Thirty-Fifth Judicial District and the Legislative Auditor of Louisiana. Howcver, this report is a
matter of public record and its distribution in not limited.

Grant L.. Wilbanks, CPA
Jena, l.ouisiana
June 30, 1999
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Grant L. Wilbanks

Certified Public Accountant

102 East Oak Street » P. O. Box 96
Jena, Louisiana 71342
Telephone
318-992-2895 (())
318-992-28906 (1)
3718-992-2563 (H)

Member:
American Institute
Louisiana Socicty of
Certified Public Accountants

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIIE THIRTY-FIIKFTH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT
STATIS OF LOUISIANA
Parish of Grant
Colfax, l.ouisiana

STATUS O PRIOR AUDIT REPORTABLE CONDITIONS
AS OF THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1998

The status of the comment included in the prior audit report is as follows:

l. Scparation of Dutics

CONDITION: The small size of the office staff of the District Attorney limits the extent of the
scparation of dutics but we belicve certain steps can be taken 1o separate incompatible dutics.

MANAGEMENTS CORRECTIVIE ACTION:

Duties causing concern included control over collection, deposits & reconciliation of scveral
special revenuce fund accounts. During 1998, these duties were scparated between office
personnel.
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Grant L. Wilbanks

Certified Public Accountant

102 East Oak Street » P. O. Box 96
Jena, Louisiana 71342

Telephone
J18-092-2895 (O)
318-992-2896 (F)
318-992-2563 (H)

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-FIFTII
JUDICIAL DISTRICT
STATE OF LOUISTANA
Parish of Grant
Colfax, l.ouisiana

Member:
American Institute
Louisiana Society of
Certified Public Accountants

SCHIEDULL OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS
YIEAR ENDED DECEMBIER 31, 1998

PART 1 - Summary of the Auditors’ Results

I'inancial Statement Audit
I. The type of audit report issued was unqualified,

2. 'There are no reportable conditions required to be disclosed by Government Auditing
Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.

3. There were no instances of nhoncompliance considered material, as defined by the
Governmental Auditing Standards, to the financial statement.

Audit of Vederal Awards

4. There were no reportable conditions required to be disclosed by OMB Circular
No. A-133,

5. The audit disclosed no audit findings which the auditor 1s required to report under
OMRB Circular No. A-133, Scction .510(a).

6. The dollar threshold used to distinguish between Type A and Type B Programs as
described in OMB Circular No. A-133, Scction .520(b) was $300,000.

7. During the ycar ending December 31, 1998, there were no major federal programs.
19
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Certified Public Accountant

102 East Oak Street » P. O. Box 96
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Telephone
318-902-2895 (Q)
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-FIIF'T1]
JUDICIAL DISTRICT
STATL OF 1LOUISIANA
Parish of Grant
Coliax, LLouisiana

SCHEDULIY OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1998

T'here were no reportable findings or questioned costs for the year ended December 31,
1998.
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